
NN
PQ

i, /

Herald L

Insid e
Cowboys 
'awful' in 
loasto  
Philadelphia

Page IB

VOLUME 103, NUMBER 28 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2006 COPYRIGHT 2006 50 CENTS DAILY/S1.25 WEEKEND

Former high school track star shot to death
Lamesa man charged with murder in early morning Christmas Eve shooting of Tory Mitchell
By THOIVIAS JENKINS_________
Staff Writer

A Lamesa man and a Big 
Spring woman remain in police 
custody today following the 
shooting death of a former Big 
Spring High School track star 
during the early fnorning hours 
of Christmas Eve.

Tory Mitchell, 26, was pro

nounced dead by Justice of the 
Peace Benny Green at a resi
dence in the 2600 block of 
Fairchild at shortly after mid
night Sunday morning.

According to Sgt. Tony 
Everett, public information offi
cer for the Big Spring Police 
Department, Mitchell was shot 
multiple times.

“At 12:05 a.m. patrol officers

were dispatched to a residence 
in the 2600 block of Fairchild in 
reference to a shooting,” said 
Everett. “Officers were advised 
that one subject had been shot 
and the suspect had left the 

j scene in a‘ small, red Ford. 
While en route to the call, a 
police officer saw a vehicle 
matching the description. He 
stopped and detained the two

occupants of the vehicle.”
Michael Harbert, 23, of 

Lamesa, and Felicia Aldridge,
20, of Big Spring, were arrested, 
according to Everett.

“Harbert was found to be in 
possession of a handgun that is 
believed to be the murder 
weapon,” said Bverett.
“Harbert was charged with
murder, possession of mariJua- See MURDER, Page 3A

na and interfering with a police 
officerls duties. Aldridge is 
charged with three counts ot 
possession of a controlled sub
stance.

“Bond was set for Harbert at 
$200,000 for the murder charge 
and $1,500 for each of the lesser 
charges. Aldridge’s bond was

Volunteers make 
Christmas bright 
for BSSH patients

By VALERIE AVERY
Special to the Herald

Big Spring State 
Hospital patients took 
just ^minutes to unwrap 
presents Christmas morn
ing that were a year in 
the making.

Volunteers hosted fund
raisers, operated The 
Chalet Resale Shop and 
solicited donations 
through a Christmas 
appeal letter to generate 
donations for this year’s 
Christmas celebration.

“ It has been a year-long 
undertaking, but one that 
was very satisfying,” said 
Billie Christie-Morgan, 
Big Spring State Hospital 
director of community 
relations. “ It has taken a 
year to bring volunteers, 
the community and the 
hospital together to cele
brate this holiday.”

The state provides basic 
care for the 200 patients 
at the state-owned and 
operated psychiatric hos
pital. But volunteers, 
through many of their

Christie-
Morgan

ventures, pay 
for the little 
extras needed 
for the
patients.

"We’ve long 
recognized that 
many of our 
patients do bet
ter in treat
ment when 

someone reaches out to 
them, whether it’s by 
offering a cookie or cake 
at a birthday party, host
ing a holiday celebration 
or rewarding them with 
gifts,” said Ed Moughon, 
Big Spring State Hospital 
superintendent.

Volunteers purchased 
jogging suits and other 
gifts, including snacks 
and personal grooming 
items.

“Our volunteers have 
really expanded the pro
gram from previous 
years,” Christie-Morgan 
said. “We always wanted 
to make sure they opened 
two gifts on Christmas 
morning, but now we

i'l'* ■>1

Judy Osborn and Eadie Falkner, members of the 14th Street and Main Church of Christ, 
deliver desserts for the hospital’s annual Christmas party earlier this motrth. Many orga
nizations, churches and volunteers worked months to make the party happen for the 200  
patients at Big Spring State Hospital.

have lots of other goodies 
packed in there as well.” 

“The staff tells us that it 
is a really big deal to our 
patients. Many of them

are alone on the holiday 
and giving them these 
gifts just brightens up 
their normal routine. It 
shows them that there

are many people who 
don’t know them who 
care about them as well.”

See BSSH, Page 3A

fr - ‘G odfather of S o u l’ 
dies of heart fa ilu re

conMrt*liato.oeni photo
James Brown, despite being 73, was planning to perform on 
New Year’s Eve. The “Godfather of Soul” died Christmas 
morning of heart failure.

By HARRY R. WEBER
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — James 
Brown, the undeniable 
“Godfather of Soul,” told 
friends from hia hospital 
bed that he was looking 
forward to performing on 
New Year’s Eve, even 
though he was ill with 
pneumonia. His heart 
gave out a few hours 
later, on Christmas morn
ing.

The pompadoured 
dynamo whose classic 
singles include “Papa’s 
Got A Brand New Bag” 
and “ I Got You (I Feel 
Good)” died Monday of

"This is a guy who 

iiteraiiy changed the 

music industry. He 

put everybody on a 

different beat, a 

different style o f 

music. He pioneered

heart failure, said his 
agent, Frank Copsidas of 
Intrigue Music. He was 
73.

“People already know 
his history, but I would 
like for them to know he See SOUL, Page 3A

Tax-A ide  
program  
se e k s  h e lp
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

was a man who preached 
love from the stage,” said 
friend Charles Bobbit, 
who was with Brown at 
the hospital. “His thing 
was ‘I never saw a person 
that I didn’t love.’ He was 
a true humanitarian who 
loved his country.”

The entertainer with 
the rough-edged voice and 
flashy footwork also had 
diabetes and prostate can
cer that was in remission, 
Bobbit said. Brown ini
tially seemed fine at the 
hospital, Copsidas said. 
Three days before his 
death, he had participated

While most area resi 
dents are concentrating 
on making it through yet 
another holiday season, 
local officials with AARP 
are thinking about some 
thing very different.

AARP is preparing tu 
get its annual Tax-Aide 
program under way and 
is in need of volunteers to 
help prepare tax forms.

Local AARP spokesper 
son Gloria Hopkins said 
the program is designed 
to help people who might 

' not o^erwise be able to 
file a tax return.

"The AARP program 
provides free federal tax 
preparation assistance to 
people who cannot afford 
professional tax help, 
such as seniors, peopU 
with disabilities, those 
that don’t speak English 
and people with low to 
moderate Income,” said 
Hopkins, who serves as 
the local site coordinatoi 
for the effort.

Hopkins said the pro 
gram is a necessity for 
many area residents who 
can’t afford to have their 
taxes prepared by a pro 
fesslonal, and the heart 
and soul of the operation 
is its volunteers.

“AARP volunteers 
explain many special tax 
credits and deductions 
and how people may 
claim them on their tax 
returns,” she said. 
“These volunteers help 
people complete their 
returns, right down to 
any refunds that may b* 
due them.

“Being a volunteer it 
very easy. You don’t have? 
to be a number whiz or 
have any experience in 
accounting. You just need 
to be computer-literate 
and have a basic under 
standing of the tax forms 
and how to fill them out. 
Everything else is going 
to be covered in the train
ing classes.”

Hopkins said trainini^

See TAX-AIDE, Page 3A
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T hat’s lots of slices
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — It’s no secret 

that Willis Welch loves pecan pie —  
someone has left one on his doorstep 
before Christmas for the past 25 years.

The identity of his Secret Santa remains 
a mystery, but it appears the 82-year-old 
Welch has more than one: The handwrit
ing or typing on the Merry Christmas note 
has differed each year, ^ m e  years, a 
voice on the telephone has told him to 
look on his front porch for his pie. Welch 
said many of his friends know he's addict
ed to pecan pie and anticipate his gift 
arriving each year. This year’s pie arrived 
early on Christmas Eve and Welch said 
he had a piece for breakfast.

Editor dies in fire
AUSTIN (AP) — The editor of Texas 

Highways magazine was killed in a fire 
authorities think he started in his home.

Jack Lowry had been the publication’s 
editor since 1992.

The fire that killed Lowry broke out in a 
closet around 8:30 p.m. Friday. 
Investigators say Lowry intentionally set 
the blaze with newspapers.

Lowry was taken to the hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead. His wife. Dawn 
Lowry, escaped the fire uninjured.

Associate Editor Nora McKey described 
him as a soft-spoken leader known for hir
ing good people. ‘We admired him so 
much,’ McKey said. ‘ He was the best”

Too MUCH OF A GOOD ...
BERGEN, Norway (AP) —  At first, Vidar 

Aarhus thought It was just an annoying 
local Christmas Eve tradition.

But after hearing the Saihus Church 
bails ring for five hours straight, he decid
ed to make some teiephone c a lls .'

*1 was worried that my children wouldn’t 
be able to sleep,” Aarhus said. ”lt was 
pretty late. After talking to a few friends I 
knew something was wrong.”

Aarhus, who Hves just 100 yards from 
Saihus Church, moved with his family to 
Bergen six months ago. The church's 
priest, Arvkf Andreas Fosse, apologized 
after the bells came to a standstill, saying 
they wereni supposed to ring so long.
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O b i t u a r i e s Police blotter
B e s s ie  R .  T r e v i n o

Bessie R. Trevino, 92, of Round Rock, former resi
dent of Big Spring, d i^  Saturday, Dec. 23, 2006, in 
Round Rock. Funeral services will be held 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2006, at the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church with Father James Plagens officiating. 
Interment will follow at Mt. Olive Memorial Park.

Rosary services will be held Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2006, 
at 7 p.m. at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel.

She was born April 5, 1914, in Big Spring, and mar
ried Jose Trevino. He preceded her in death.

Bessie was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

Survivors include three sons, Rafael Trevino of 
Dallas. Joe Trev'..a Jr. and George Trevino; four 
daughters, Joann Trevino and Mary Ann Trevino, all 
of Greeley, Colo., K. Anaya of Round Rock, and W.T. 
Goodman of Temple;, and many grandchildren and 
greatgrandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by two sons.
The family suggests memorials be made to Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church, 508 N. Alyesford, Big Spring 
79720. '

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at: 
www.npwelch.com

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol
lowing activity between 10 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m. 
today}

• FELICIA ALDRIDGE. 20, of 1900 Martin Luther 
King Boulevard, was arrested Sunday on charges of 
possession of a controlled substance (three counts).

• MICHAEL HARBERT, 23, of Lamesa, was arrest
ed Sunday on charges of murder, possession of mari
juana - two ounces or less and a local citation.

• JEROME EDWARD MITCHELL, 25, of 1213 
Ridgeroad, was arrested Sunday on a local warrant.

• b Vr ON PAYNE, 20, of 1509 Stadium, was arrested 
Monday on a charge of public intoxication.

• UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE 
was reported in the 1400 block of U.S. Highway 87.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 200 block of F'M 700.
- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
• POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

was reported:
- in the 400 block of Sunset.
- in the 400 block of Fourth Street.
• POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO OUNCES 

OR LESS was reported in the 400 block of Sunset.
• MURDER INTENTIONALLY CAUSING DEATH 

was reported in the 2600 block of Fairchild.
• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 2600 

block of Crestline.

Bulletin Board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edHorOblgsprlngherald.com

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

H o w a r d  M o o r e
Howard Moore, 77, of Big Spring, died Saturday, Dec. 

23, 2(K)6, in a local hospital. His services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

L o t t e r y

E l m e r  B o lt e

AUSTIN (AP Results of the Texas Two Step draw
ing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 34-3-11-1. Bonus Ball: 13. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 1. 

Prize: $225,000.

Elmer Bolte, 85, of Big Spring, died Saturday, Dec. 
23, 2006, in a Snyder hospital. His services are pending 
with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

AUSTIN (AP) - Results of the Cash 5 drawing 
Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 24-30-28-29-26.
Number matching five of five: 0. '

T o r y  M i t c h e ll
Tory Mitchell, 26, died Sunday, Dec. 24, 2006. 

Funeral Services are pending with Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home.

AUSTIN (AP) The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn 
Monday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-4-9

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY, DEC. 28
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.
• Staked Plains Lodge No. 598 meets at 6:30 p.m. at 

221 Main. Meal served. Meeting at 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 29
• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Big Spring Country Club.
• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 

western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area senior 
citizens are invited.

SATURDAY. DEC. 30
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

T a k e  N o t e
M a r y  ( i r a y

Mary Gray, 73, of Coahoma, died Monday, Dec. 25, 
2(K)(), in Conroe. Her services are pending with Nalley- 
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big 
Spring.

• SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH IS giving away 19 10 
inch particleboard pews. Pews must be picked up by 
early January. If interested, please call 432-263-3382 or 
432263-1444.

• NEW LIFE MINISTRIES Church of God In Christ 
is holding a soup kitchen every second and fburth 
Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 204 N.W. lOth. The 
meal is free.

Call 264-0771 for more information.

A i d a  C . G o n z a l e z
Aida C. Gonzalez, 88, of Big Spring, died Tuesday, 

I)«‘c. 26, 2006, at her residence. Her services are pend
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring. ‘ i

• THE POWWOW COM M iriEE OF BIG SPRING
is planning its 2007 Powwow and is in need of new 
members and volunteers. Anyone interested in Native 
American dancing or just interested in helping to 
bring an exciting weekend event to Big Spring is 
encouraged to contact Robert Downing at 263-3255 or 
Randy McKinney at 267-4843.

• THE PET PATROL helps locate tost pets and own
ers of found pets. To volunteer or for more informa 
tion, call Melanie Gambrell at 267-PETS (7387).

W e a t h e r
Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s. South

wi^ s  around 10 mph. 
\lbd̂dnesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s. 

Southwest winds 10 to 20 mph.
Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 

40s. South winds 15 to 20 mph.
Thursday...Partly cloudy with a slijjhr'chance of 

rain. Highs around 60. South winds 15 to 20 mph.
Thursday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 

30s.
Friday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the lower 50s. 
Friday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper 20s.

• CHRIST COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP IS COL
LECTING INFANT CAR SEATS AND CARRIERS.
These are given to new mothers who cannot afford 
them.

To donate your old or new car seats and carriers, call 
Karen Allen at 263-3517 or leave a message at Christ 
Community F'ellowship, 263-love. All donations are 
appreciated.

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to beijejit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor 
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to 
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5TO9.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call Nancy 
Koger at 267-780*1.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring.

If you can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 
p.m.

S u p p o r t  G r o u p s
TUESDAY
• The National Alliance for the Mentally 111 (NAMI) 

support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has 
a mental illness or has a friend or family with mental 
illness is invited to participate. Call Felicia Talley at 
268 3835 for more information.

able but members can bring their own coffee or non
alcoholic beverage. For more information, call Deidra 
F. at 263-0027, ext. 236 during regular business hours, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and 
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept 
ing appointments from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking 
legal advice for matters concerning family law, 
divorce, custody and child support issues, social secu
rity cases, employment and housing may contact the 
office to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are 
not accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926- 
5630 or 432-686-0647.

•Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. 
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic pain 

disease), a new support and informative group meets 
at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more informa
tion.

FRIDAY
. • AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m. 
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m. 
until 9 p.m.

• BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES
are in critical need of foster families. Foster parents 
are the caretakers for the children in the community 
who have been abused or neglected. For more infor
mation on becoming foster parents or adoptive fami
lies, call the Children’s Protective Services office at 
263-9669.

• Dual Recovery Anonymous (DRA), 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the Howard County Library Basement Community 
Room. DRA is a 12-step meeting for those who have a 
desire to stop drinking and/or using drugs and also 
have a mental or emotional illness.

All meetings are non-smoking and coffee is not avail-

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open p'jdium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each 
month at 8 p.m.

NORMAN HARRIS, N .D .
O B S T E T R I C S - Q Y M E C O L O Q Y
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SOUL

HERALD photo
Tory Mitchell, center, competes in the 400  meter relay dur
ing a previous Class 5-4A track meet. MHchell was found 
dead at a home in the 2 60 0  block of Fairchild early Sunday 
morning following a shooting that yielded two arrests.

MURDER
Continued from Page 3A

set at $2,500 for each of 
the three charges. The 
case is being investigated 
by Det. George Oliver."

Mitchell earned double 
gold at the Texas 
University Interscholas- 
-tic League (UIL) 4A.

State Track Meet in 
back-to-back years in the 
late 1990s for the 100 
meter and 200 meter dash
es, earning a track schol
arship to the University

in■  of Miami 
1999.

Everett said 
an autopsy is 
expected to be 
performed on 
M i t c h e l l ’ s 
body in

Harbert Lubbock this 
week. Funeral 

services are pending with 
Myers and Smith Funeral 
Home.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

Continued from Page lA

in his annual toy give
away in Augusta, and he 
was looking forward to 
his New Year’s Eve show.'

“Last night, he said T’m 
going to be there. I ’m the 
hardest working man in 
show business,”’ Copsidas 
said Monday. He said 
Brown planned to per
form during a two-week 
tour in Canada after hit
ting Times Square.

Brown was himself to 
the end, at one point say
ing, “ I ’m going away 
tonight,” Bobbit said at a 
news conference later 
Monday.

“I didn’t want to believe 
h|m,” he said.

A short time later. 
Brown sighed quietly 
three times, closed his 
eyes and died, Bobbit 
said.

One of the major musi
cal influences of the past 
50 years. Brown was to 
rhythm and dance music 
what Bob Dylan was to 
lyrics. From Mick dagger 
to Michael Jackson, 
David Bowie to Public 
Enemy, his rapid-footed 
dancing, hard-charging 
beats and heartfelt yet 
often unintelligible vocals 
changed the musical land
scape.

He was one of the first 
artists inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame, along with Elvis 
Presley, Chuck Berry and 
other founding fathers.

“He was an innovator, 
he was an emancipator, 
he was an originator. Rap 
music, all that stuff came 
from James Brown,” 
entertainer Little
Richard, a longtime 
friend of Brown’s, told 
MSNBC.

“James Brown changed 
music,” said Rev. A1 
Sharpton, who toured 
with Brown in the 1970s

and imitates his hairstyle 
to this day.

“He made soul music a 
world music,” Sharpton 
said. “What James Brown 
was to music in terms of 
soul and hip-hop, rap, all 
of that, is what Bach was 
to classical music. This is 
a guy who literally 
changed the music indus
try. He put everybody on 
a different beat, a differ
ent style of music. He pio
neered it.”

Sharpton will officiate 
at Brown’s funeral ser
vice, details of which 
were still incomplete, 
Copsidas said.

Brown won a Grammy 
for lifetime achievement 
in 1992, as well as 
Grammys in 1965 for 
“Papa’s Got a Brand New 
Bag” (best R&B record
ing) and for “Living In 
America” in 1987 (best 
R&B vocal performance, 
male.)

He even had a brief but 
memorable role on the big 
screen as a manic preach
er in the 1980’s movie 
“The Blues Brothers.”

Brown, who lived in 
Beech Island, S.C., near 
the Georgia line, had a 
turbulent personal life 
that included charges of 
abusing drugs and alco
hol. After a widely publi
cized, drug-fueled con
frontation with police in 
1988 that ended in an 
interstate car chase. 
Brown spent 15 months in 
a South Carolina prison 
and 10 months in a work 
release program.

From the 1950s, when 
Brown had his first R&B 
hit, “Please, Please, 
Please” in 1956, through 
the mid-1970s. Brown 
went on a frenzy of cross
country tours, concerts 
and new songs. He earned 
the nickname “The 
Hardest Working Man in 
Show Business” and often 
tried to prove it to his 
fans, said Jay Ross, his

lawyer of 15 years.
Brown’s stage act was 

as memorable, and as imi
tated, as his records, with 
his twirls and spins and 
flowing (pape, his repeated 
faints to ^ e  floor at the 
end.

“He was dramatic to the 
end — dying on 
Christmas Day,” said the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, a 
friend of Brown’s since 
1955. “Almost a dramatic, 
poetic moment. He’ll be 
all over the news all over 
the world today. He would 
have it no other way.”

His “Live at The 
Apollo” in 1962 is widely 
considered one of the 
greatest concert records 
ever. He often talked of a 
1964 concert in which 
organizers made the mis
take of having the Rolling 
Stones, not him, close the 
bill, remembering Mick 
Jagger waiting offstage, 
nervously chain smoking, 
as he pulled off his match
less show.

“To this day, there has 
been no one near as 
funky. No one’s coming 
even close,” rapper Chuck 
D of Public Enemy once 
told the AP.

Brown routinely lost 
two or three pounds each 
time he performed and 
kept his furious concert 
schedule in his later 
years even as he fought 
prostate cancer, Ross 
said.

With his tight pants, eye 
makeup and outrageous 
hair. Brown set the stage 
for younger stars such as 
Michael Jackson and 
Prince. And the early rap 
generation overwhelm
ingly sampled his music 
and voice as they laid the 
foundation of hip-hop cul
ture.

“Disco is James Brown, 
hip-hop is James Brown, 
rap is James Brown; you 
know what I ’m saying? 
You hear all the rappers, 
90 percent of their music

is me,” Brown told 'The 
AP in 2003.

Born in poverty in 
Barnwell, S.C., in 1933, 
Brown was abandoned as 
a 4 year old to the care of 
relatives and friends. He 
grew up on the streets of 
Augusta, Ga., in an “ ill- 
repute area,” as he once 
called it, learning how to 
hustle to survive.

By the eighth grade in 
1949, Brown had served 3 
1/2 years in reform school 
for breaking into cars. 
While there,, he met 
Bobby Byrd, whose fami
ly took Brown into their 
home. Byrd also took 
Brown into his group, the 
Gospel Starlighters. Soon 
they changed their name 
to the Famous Flames and 
their style to hard R&B.

In January 1956, King ‘ 
Records of Cincinnati 
signed the group, and 
four months later “Please, 
Please, Please” was in the 
R&B Top Ten.

Brown is survived by 
his fourth wife, Tomi Rae 
Hynie, one of his backup 
singers, and at least four 
children — two daughters 
and sons Daryl and James 
Brown 11, Copsidas said.

1801 Kabt rM  700 (432) 263-2232

TAX-AIDE
Continued from Page lA

classes for the tax laws 
will be Jan. 16-26, and will 
cover both tax law and 
the software volunteers 
will use to prepare the tax 
forms.

“ It’s going to be very 
important that our volun
teers be computer-literate 
this year,” said Hopkins. 
“Next year we’re hoping 
to eliminate the paper 
forms completely and just 
utilize the software. 
However, if someone

wants to help and isn’t 
comfortable operating a 
computer, we also have 
work for them, including 
a receptionist and greeter 
position. Our volunteers 
are important to us, in all 
positions they fill.”

Hopkins said she 
expects several former 
volunteers to return in 
January, but the need for 
new volunteers is never- 
ending.

“The people we have 
coming back this year 
have been a part of the 
program for a number of 
years, so they really know 
their way around the sys

tem,” she said. “But we’re 
definitely in need of 
more. The more volun
teers we have for the pro
gram, the faster we can 
get people in and out with 
their taxes.”

Hopkins said tax-help 
will be available at the 
Senior Center every 
Monday from 8 a.m. until 
noon beginning Jan. 29. 
The AARP program will 
wrap-up for the year 
April 9.

Electronic filing will be 
available.

For more information 
on the program, contact 
Hopkins at 267-6733.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail

at citydesktfybigspringher- 
ald.com
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Volunteers and Alon USA 
wrap the presents and 
deliver them to the units 
along with Plant 
Maintenance employees.

“ It takes all of us work
ing together,” Christie- 
Morgan said.

Earlier this month, vol

unteers and employees 
hosted a Christmas party 
for the patients during 
the Carol of Lights cele
bration. Hot chocolate, 
desserts and sandwiches 
were served by members 
of area churches and 
organizations. The 
Ackerly and Friends band 
performed for the patients 
and Santa and Mrs. Claus 
made an appearance.

“Everything just clicks

during this season,” 
Christie-Morgan said. 
“Everyone is very busy in 
their personal lives, but 1 
am constantly amazed at 
how they will put those 
things aside just to help 
our patients.”

Shirley Bodin, Dorothy 
Sheppard were co-chairs 
of the Christmas celebra
tion and Suzanne 
Markwell assisted with 
the buying of gifts.

Dear Santa,

I have been a very 
good boy this year.

All I want for Christmas 
is not to turn 50 on 

June 27, 2007. I won't 
ask for anything else if 
you will please, pretty 
please with sugar on 

top just not let me turn

501

\ i

B oy S c o u t H o n o r

Corby

Biiffen Days A Week
LUNCH ~ 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

DINNER ~ 5:00 PM - 9:PM 
SATURDAY ~ 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM 

TUESDAY ~ SENIOR SPECIAL 
WEDNESDAY ~ KIDS EAT 99^

9
1702 Gregg 

263-1381
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T he Bush administration is trying again 
to stifle the public’s say in decisions 
about logging and mining in the 
national forests.

A  new rule says the government doesn’t have to 
fully consider how ‘ forest management plans 
affect the environment.

The rule eliminates environmental impact 
statements from the management plans required 
every 15 years. The Forest Service says those 
plans have no impact on the environment 
because they just represent planning, not action. 

That’s hogwash.
Now decisions w ill be made about timber har

vesting, off-road vehicles, drilling and mining 
without the formal process o f environmental 
impact statements and public comments.

The government can more easily ignore air and 
water concerns, endangered species and damage 
to w ild life habitat. It w ill be easier for timber and 
drilling companies to do what they want. ...

The Kansas City (M o.) Star

President Bush is right to be taking more time 
to determine a new strategy for fighting and win
ning the war in Iraq so as to ensure getting it 
right to the greatest extent possible.

The alternative o f a premature withdrawal o f 
U.S. m ilitary forces from Iraq, as advocated by 
some, would be to admit defeat that would 
embolden our enemies, destabilize the entire 
region, provide a new sanctuary for terrorists 
and seriously endanger our national security.

That is a risk that President Bush, our com
mander in chief, rightly continues to be unwill
ing to take.

... StaWlizing Baghdad is essentiaTto bftnging 
stability to the new Iraqi government, defeating 
the al-Qaida terrorists and outside elements 
(such as from Iran) who are encouraging and 
fueling the sectarian bloodbath, and to enhancing 
the economic rebuilding o f the country.

... Stability would also boost our efforts to more 
fu lly train Iraqi Arm y and police units toward 
the ultimate goal o f their fully taking over secu
rity for the country.

... For the sake o f our national security, our 
focus must be on victory, not withdrawal and 
defeat.

The Chronicle, Centralia, Wash.

History ought to judge Iran President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad as harshly as he judges history. 
The state conference he just held to “debunk” the 
Holocaust is not only outrageous, it’s a transpar
ent effort to curry favor with extremists and 
undermine the legitimacy o f the state o f Israel.

To make those arguments, he brought in such 
credible historians, i f  you’ll pardon the sarcasm, 
as former Louisiana Ku Klux Klan leader David 
Duke.

... There is abundant scholarly material and 
evidence _ including witnesses, both Jewish and 
German _ to the murder o f 6 m illion Jews. But 
since taking office in August o f last year, 
Ahmadinejad has made it clear he is dedicated to 
the obliteration o f the state o f Israel, evfen more 
so than his predecessors. Denying the Holocaust 
undercuts the rationale for Israel’s establishment 
after World War II. Ahmadinejad may actually 
believe that nonsense, but apparently he also 
thinks that by debunking the Holocaust he can 
change established relationships and the terms of 
political debate in the Middle East. It ’s an 
attempt to roll the clock back and spur the neigh
bors into action.

... Ahmadinejad has placed himself, and his 
country, in that company. The only thing he has 
debunked is his own credibility.

The Buffalo (N .Y .) News

Letter policies

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letteis to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e- 
mailed to editor@blg8pringherald.com

Lessons from  the Cold W ar

David

Limbaugh

A ‘^ i l e  there are, of 
■  ffcowrse, enormous

differences between 
BP the big picture war 

on terror and the Cold War and 
the smaller picture war in Iraq 
and the Vietnam War, there are 
also uncanny parallels that might 
enhance our under
standing of today’s 
global conflict. >

In the Sixties and 
Seventies, liberals 
and conservatives 
disagreed on whether 
Vietnam was in a ' 
civil war or a victim 
of the Communists’ 
plan for global expan
sion. The left seemed 
all too eager to
ignore that both the ___________
Soviet and Chinese — — — —
communists were funding and 
fomenting North Vietnam’s aggres
sion, just as the left today wants 
to ignore Iran’s and Syria’s simi
lar sponsorship of terrorism and 
ethnic strife in Iraq.

Indeed, liberals argued that there 
was no monolithic communist 
movement — given the competing 
communist power centers of the 
Soviet Union and China — and 
dismissed fears born of the domi
no theory: that if South Vietnam 
were to fall, other nations would 
do likewise. Much of the left today 
tells us that because there is so 
much internecine conflict among 
Muslims, mainly between Sunni 
and Shia, that we shouldn’t fear 
their pursuit of a global caliphate. 
Liberals today view the Iraq war 
in a vacuum, denying it is part of 
the global war on terror and down
playing the likely devastating con
sequences for Iraq, the Iraqi peo
ple and the war on terror if we 
prematurely withdraw from Iraq.

We lost very few battles in 
Vietnam, yet the left and the 
media convinced the American 
people we were losing the war, 
which eventually eroded our will. 
We have lost few, if any battles in

Iraq, but the conventional wisdom 
emanating from the left and the 
mainstream media is that we are 
losing the war. Consequently, 
America’s will to persevere has 
been severely compromised.

Cold War liberals pooh poohed 
Nikita Khrushchev’s “We will 
bury you” threats to the United 
States, and ridiculed conservatives 
as fearing that communists were 
“behind every rock.” Today’s lib
erals also seem unwilling to take 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad at his word that he 
is committed to exterminating 
(“burying”) Israel. Bill Clinton ,, 
and John Kerry, to name a few of 
today’s libs, have made fun of con
servatives for believing there are 
terrorists behind every rock.

Cold War liberals habitually 
apologized for Soviet Communist 
aggression and their obsessive 
pursuit of nuclear weapons. They 
maintained there was moral equiv 
alence between the United States 
and the Soviets in the arms race 
and insisted the Soviet regime was 
not inherently evil, but merely 
protecting its interests — from 
U.S. imperialism. If we would just 
freeze our nukes, then disarm, the 
Soviets would follow. Today’s ter
rorist apologists insist that 
Muslim extremists have legitimate 
grievances, including the alleged 
dispossession of Palestinians from 
“their” land and American “ impe
rialism” in Iracj. If Israel would 
just give back the land and we 
would withdraw from Iraq, the ter
rorists’ thirst for bloodshed would 
be quenched.

The left today — like yesterday 
— can’t get its head around the 
idea that we are in a global war, 
and that is primarily because it 
has difficulty making the crucial 
moral distinctions that are essen
tial to our clarity of vision.

Its inability or refusal to see 
Islamic extremism as evil pre
vents it from understanding that 
the terrorists’ hostility against us, 
Israel and any other nation that 
chooses to obstruct their hegemon

ic designs cannot be appeased and 
that they must be defeated.

The left’s blindness to this evil 
keeps it from grasping that we are 
not the antagonists in Iraq or the 
initiators of a “war of choice,” but 
justifiably removed Saddam 
Hussein from power and are now 
morally justified in trying to help 
the Iraqis establish self-rule. The 
liberals’ blindness also led them to 
sympathize with misguided 
European and United Nations’ 
critics of the U.S. intervention in 
Iraq.

When the left finally succeeded 
in de-funding our defense of South 
Vietnam, a bloodbath ensued, 
despite John Kerry’s and the left’s 
arrogantly cynical dismissal of 
predictions it would occur. The 
left has never been held account
able for that, partly because it dis
torted and rewrote history, and as 
a result it has far more credibility 
than it deserves today in advocat
ing a similar withdrawal from 
Iraq and in denying the abject evil 
of Muslim extremists.

To glean the proper lessons from 
these parallels we must compare 
the approach of the left toward our 
enemies — best personified in 
Jimmy Carter’s defeatism and 
malaise (which still persists today) 
— to the triumphalism of Reagan 
conservatism.

Had America accepted the 
Jimmy Carter worldview, we 
might still be fighting the Cold 
War. Until we reject that world
view today and understand the 
nature of our enemy and the glob
al context of the war, we will be 
hard-pressed to turn the corner in 
the war on terror.

To find out more about David 
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. And 
to read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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• TEO RG E W. BUSH
P.esident
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Boom 2S.1 
P.O. Box 12428 r  
Austin, 78711 ‘
Phone: (512) 463-2000

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator 
401 Austin, suite 101 
Big Spring, 79720 
(432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING
CITY COUNCIL

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator 
Washington. DC 20510- 
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator 
703 Hart Office Building 
Washington, 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5922

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th 
Cong. District)
1510 Scurry 
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722

• PETE LANEY
State Representative 
Texas 85th District 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, 78768 
Phone: (512) 463-0604

Ben Lockhart, County 
Judge —  Home: 263-4155; 
Office: 264-2202.

Emma Brown —  Home: 
267-2649.

Jerry Kilgore —  263- 
0724; Work (Jerry’s 
Barbers): 267-5471.

Bill Crooker —  Home. 
263-2566.

Gary Simer —  Home: 
263-0269.

Russ McEwen, Mayor 
—  Home: 263-0907; Work 
(Russ McEwen Insurance): 
267-1413.

Greg Biddison —
Home: 267-6009; Work 
(Greg’s Grill): 267-7121.

Manuel Ramirez Jr. —  
Home: 268-9692.

Stephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306.

JoAnn Staulcup —  
Home: 263-4980.

Gloria McDonald —  
Home: 263-4835.

Joann Knox —  Home: 
816-9083.

Diana’s legacy: No one is immune

Susan

Estrich

There was no international con
spiracy. The driver was drunk and 
speeding. The passengers were not 
wearing their seat belts. The 
result was that they died.

It could have happened in your 
town or mine, in any country in 
the world. Sadly, it does, every 
day. Drunk drivers are dangerous. 
’Seat belts save lives,
Not wearing one can 
kill you.

Even if you’re a 
princess.

The long-awaited 
report on the death 
of Princess Diana 
will not satisfy those 
looking for someone 
to blame, some big- 
picture conspiracy,
some ending with the ___________
drama of the story. ........ .
Mohammed al-Fayed, the father of 
Diana’s companion that night,
Dodi Fayed, and the owner of the 
famous Harrods department store 
in London, has sun^marily reject
ed it as a cover-up.

But a cover-up of what?
Of human weakness?,Of careless

ness or foolishness? Of the failure 
to appreciate that no one is 
immune from the impact of tons 
of metal crashing into metal, and 
that the human body is vulnerable 
in these circumstances?

Former London police chief Lord 
John Stevens spent three years 
investigating the death of Princess 
Diana and issued an 800-page 
report of his findings. But the bot
tom line was not very complicat

ed. Lord Stevens concluded, as is 
so often the case, that the death of 
one of the world's most famous 
women was exactly what it 
appeared to be: a traffic accident 
that didn't have to happen, and 
certainly didn’t have to produce 
death.

Oh, yes, there were the head
lines about our own National 
Security Agency intercepting 
Diana’s communications. Is there 
anyone of importance whose 

. phone conversations they don’t 
intercept? But there was nothing 
to connect those communications 
with the accident that August 
night nearly 10 years ago. People 
can speculate all they want about 
what's in those files, but the sad 
truth is that, since virtually every
one Diana ever spoke to found a 
way to make a buck by repeating 
what she said, the mystery is like
ly to be more interesting than the 
truth. And it doesn't change the 
facts of physics, or the facts of 
life.

Her boys have grown into hand
some men. But their mother did 
not get to see that. She got into a 
car with a drunk driver and did 
not put on her seat belt. The issue 
isn't blame. She paid. The issue is 
whethor the rest of us will learn 
from it. Who hasn't climbed into 
the car. Just that once, and said; 
Why bdther? Especially if you're 
in the back seat, and someone else 
is driving, and you're out having a 
good time. Just this once.

There is no such thing as just 
this once.

So much about Diana was magi
cal and special. But not every
thing. Her life was royal; but her 
death, painfully common. Dr. 
Katrina Firlik, in her fascinating 
memoir "Another Day in the 
Frontal Lobe" about her training 
as a neurosurgeon, writes of all 
the nights she was awoken to deal 
with catastrophic injuries that 
could have been avoided if the 
patient had been wearing a seat 
belt. A ir bags, she writes, are just 
not enough. Accidents don't have 
to kill -  or create challenges for a 
neurosurgeon in training.

Princess Diana was not preg
nant. She was not engaged. She 
was just a woman in the back seat 
of a speeding car, with none of the 
protection a seat belt would have 
provided. There is a lesson in that 
for all of us. It may be mundane, 
but it is no less important because 
of that.

I hope you had a Merry 
Christmas. Remember Diana, the 
beautiful and vibrant princess 
who didn't have to die, the loving 
mother who did not get to see her 
children grow up. Drink responsi
bly. Drive safely. Buckle up. No 
one is immune.

To find out more about Susan 
Estrich and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car
toonists. visit the Creators 
Syndicate website at www.cre
ators.com.
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Eat for Life: Red 
and green salad with 
cranberry vinaigrette
By JILL WENDHOLT SILVA
McClatchy Newspapers

If standing under the 
mistletoe is the closest 
you get to a leafy green in 
winter, it’s time to 
rethink your position.

A study in the 
September edition of the 
Journal of the American 
Dietetic Association 
found that people who eat 
a serving of salad every 
day have a much higher 
likelihood of meeting the 
recommended dietary 
allowance for vitamin C, 
according to researchers 
at UCLA and Louisiana 
State University.

This Red and Green  ̂
Salad With Cranberry' 
Vinaigrette features a fes
tive combination of red 
grapefruit and avocado. 
An avocado has 20 mil
ligrams of vitamin C, 
which boosts the immune 
System, and fresh grape
fruit has 48 milligrams. 
The recommended dietary 
allowance is 75 mil
ligrams for women and 90 
milligrams for men.

Other colorful nutrition 
benefits from a red and 
green salad:

Avocados were once 
considered a dieter’s 
dilemma because of their 
high calorie count, but 
new research has given 
them the green light. 
Avocados are not only 
delicious but also contain 
good amounts of potassi
um, vitamin A, niacin, 
fiber and phytonutrients.

Red or pink grapefruit 
is high in vitamin A, as 
well as the phytochemical 
lycopene.

Beets contain potassi
um, fibef,’ folate and phy
tochemicals, including 
anthocyanins, which give 
them their deep, earthy 
ruby color.

To preserve the antho
cyanins, it’s best to roast, 
bake or microwave whole 
beets in their skins; 
peeled or cut up they lose 
the pigments.

Cooking tips: Instead of 
roasting the beet in the 
oven, you can use a slow 
cooker.

Trim and peel beet; toss 
in 2 teaspoons olive oil.

Place beet in slow cook
er. Cover slow cooker and 
cook on high setting 3 to 
31/2 hours or until beet is 
tender; remove and allow 
to cool.

When working with 
beets, you may want to 
use rubber gloves since 
the juice can stain.

Red and Green Salad 
with Cranberry Vinaigrette

Makes 4 servings
1 beet, trimmed
1 red or pink grapefruit
1 ripe avocado
1 large head red-tipped 

leaf lettuce or other greens, 
torn into bite-size pieces

2 tcUilespoons white bal
samic vinegar

2 teaspoons olive oil
1 tablespoon honey
1/4 cup cranberry juice

cocktail
Salt and pepper, to taste
2 teaspoons minced shal

lot

Wrap beet in aluminum 
foil, place in baking dish 
and bake at 400 degrees 60 
to 70 minutes or until ten 
der. Cool, peel and thinly 
slice.

Peel grapefruit, remov
ing all white pith. Cut 
along the sides of each 
dividing membrane, cut
ting to the core; remove 
sections over a dish to 
catch juice. Set aside 
grapefruit sections.

Peel, pit and thinly slice 
avocado. Place avocado 
slices in collected grape
fruit juice and toss gently 
to coat; drain.

Arrange lettuce on 4 
salad plates. Top lettuce 
with alternating slices of 
beets, grapefruit and avo
cados.

Whisk together vinegar, 
oil, honey and cranberry 
juice cocktail; season 
with salt and pepper. Stir

I W om en’s Health

p Repairing hip dysplasia
A new procedure restores shallow tup sockets, the leading 
caus^t^m teoarthritis in young adults. especiaHy women.

\

A
PWvis

VJJ

S h a l l o w
s o c k e t
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Sanz ostsotaMiy
1  Hip socket cut 
away from pelvis

2  Socket rotated to have 
better contact with femoral head

3  Screws hold bone Hip
in place

Screws

Rotated
socket

'V___...• /

/

■  Can withstand active 
lifestyle better than hip 
replacement
■  Delays hip replacement, 
which is inevitable with hip 
dysplasia

■  Causes pain, 
osteoarthritis for 
young adults, if 
left untreated

■  Five times more 
common in women
■  Most dlagfK>ead 
in adulthood
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in'shallots.
Drizzle each salad light

ly with vinaigrette just 
before serving.

Per serving: 174 calories 
(51 percent from fat), 10 
grams total fat (2 grams 
saturated), no cholesterol, 
19 grams carbohydrates, 2 
grams protein, 24 mil
ligrams sodium, 3 grams 
dietary fiber.

Recipe developed by pro
fessional home economists 
Kathryn Moore and 
Roxanne Wyss K a n u *  C ity  Star-M CT photo/Tam m y U uncM sd

Vitamin C from the avocado and fresh grapefruit help boost the Immune system.
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Bird poop: Mysterious fate of the sandhill cranes

Jn my neighborhood, 
it is not uncommon 
to see someone still 
in pajamas and robe 
scurrying to retrieve the 

morning paper. A rush 
back to their front porch 
hopefully is achieved 
before being seen by the 
rest of us. x\s 1 hurried to 
do the same, ’ 
a welcom
ing bugle 
greeted me. 
Above, 22 
s a n d h i l l

B ebe

M c C a s l a n d

c r a n e s  

announced 
their pres- 
e n c e .
L le isu rely , 
they flew 
over our 
h o m e  

toward the 
northw est 
and breakfast.

Back inside with a cup 
of coffee, 1 remembered 
another December day. 
Cloudy, with the threat of 
rain, that morning 
promised gusty winds 
from the south. As we 
headed west from Big 
Spring around noon, we 
checked the lake where 
the Interstate crosses the 
railroad tracks. No birds 
were seen on the water or 
shoreline. About eight 
miles west lay “ red lake” 
to the north. Across from 
it was a salt lake south of 
the railroad tracks. On it
were some 250 sandhill 
cranes. '

Water from abundant 
rains during late fall had 
attracted the birds to a 
safe haven. Although 
unusual for us to see the 
cranes in this location, 
we did think they were 
rather late in leaving for 
their morning flight to 
seek food.

On our return to Big 
Spring we noticed the 
cranes were still standing 
in the lake. As we slowed 
to get a better look at the 
birds, we were troubled 
by what we saw. 
Motionless, the cranes, 
heads were bowed as if 
too heavy for them to lift. 
Stopping on the shoulder 
of the Interstate, we 
backed into the grass and 
slowly made our way to a 
better view. Unbelievable
was our seeing so many 
birds that seemed frozen

in that lake. The stillness 
was eerie.

Their trumpeting 
sounds had been hushed. 
These long legged, long 
necked cranes appeared 
as if their wings were 
locked to their sides. 
Necks bent, they were not 
the alert, cautious birds 
we knew. Something was 
dreadfully wrong.

Once home, with the 
help of the sheriffs office, 
we located our local game 
warden. He was at least 
two hours away, but relat
ed our description of the 
cranes to a fellow officer. 
Several minutes passed 
while the two wardens 
discussed the situation. 
“Let me call you back. 
We,ve got a bad connec
tion,” was said before the 
line went dead.

While waiting for a call, 
we discussed the magni
tude of a possible rescue. 
So many cranes, the loca
tion, and what we might 
be combating had us puz
zled about whether we 
could handle it. Help from 
South Plains in Lubbock 
would be required, plus 
an area to house that 
many birds. The phone 
rang. The wardens were 
on their way to Big 
Spring and would go 
directly to the lake. As 
the connection started to 
fade, I heard our warden 
say, “ Peanuts.”
“Peanuts?” 1 asked. “Tell 
you when we get closer,” 
was the last thing we 
heard as static increased. '

After several hours, the 
warden finally called. At 
the lake, the other officer 
knew from experience 
that nothing could be 
done to save the sand
hills. During the early 
years of his career, he 
had been in the Texas 
Panhandle when tens of 
thousands of cranes had 
met the same fate. Acres 
of dead birds had alerted 
Parks & Wildlife to a dif
ferent threat to wildlife. 
Biologists confirmed both 
the culprit and the out
come.

A rainy fall, high 
humidity, warm tempera
tures, and decaying 
organic material from the 
harvesting of peanuts had 
created an environment 
in which mold grew on 
the debris left in the

Coronado Hills Apartments
I Bedroom ■ $375 * 2 Bedroom ■ $475 • 3 Bedroom • $575

801 W . M a rc y  • 432>267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking 
& Washer - Dryer Conn. ^
2-3 Bedroom

And you have emergency service?
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:>!'j  ■ • j f

CourtMy photo
With a wingspan of six to seven feet, sandhill cranes fly to their feeding 
grounds during the morning. Area lakes, with their shallow water, offer 
protection from predators at night.

fields. Hungry cranes had 
feasted on a toxic, lethal 
concoction produced 
under the extremes in 
nature.

The avian botulism 
attacked the nervous sys

tem. A spreading paraly
sis of the muscles would 
first be noted in the bird’s 
inability to fly. Following 
would be paralysis of the 
legs, and then the neck 
muscles. Since the crane

Contract '♦*>1

By Steve Becker
Luck Is the Name of the Game

Suulh dealer.
Doth sides vulnerable.

N O R TH
♦  A J 5 
V A 6 2
♦  7
♦ 0 9 8 7 4 3

WE.ST
♦  K 9 6 3
♦  J 9 4 3  
♦ K J 8 6 2
♦

EAST
♦  108 72
♦  107 5
♦  A  1095 3
♦ 6

SOUTH
♦  Q 4
♦  K .0 8
♦  Q 4
♦  A K J  1052

The bidding: 
Suulh West
1 NT Pass
6 ♦  Pass
Opening lead —

East
Pass

North

6 NT
three o f  spades.

actual case the club slam would have 
succeeded with the aid o f  a spade 
finesse —  had South seen fit to pass 
that response.

But ^ u th  mbimcrpreled the six- 
club bid —  it seemed unlikely to him 
that partner could have a genuine 
club suit. Since he and his partner 
had agreed to play transfer bids, he 
mistakenly decid^ that North was 
asking him to bid the next higher- 
ranking suit. Accordingly, he bid six 
diamonds.

Realizing that South had misun
derstood the six-club bid. North 
retreated to six notrump. West led a 
spade, and declarer had no option but 
to play low from dummy. Afler win
ning with the queen and cashing his 
clubs and hearts, declarer took a sec
ond spade fmesse and so brought the 
slam home for a score o f  1,440

Hands that have been misbid 
sometimes produce sensational 
results. Kor example, consider this 
deal from a Icam-of-four match.

South's opening notrump bid at 
the first tabic was certainly o ff  the 
beaten track, since he had two dou
bletons, a six-card suit and no true 
stoppers in spades or diamonds.

North 's six-club response was 
optimistic in the extreme, but in the

points.
A t the second table. South 

became declarer at three notrump, 
rather than six, and West had no trou
ble finding the normal lead o f  his 
fourth-best diamond. East-West 
quickly collected five diamond 
tricks, so South went down one for a 
loss o f  100 points.

The moral thus seems to be that 
it's easier to make six notrump than 
three!

Tomorrow: Actions speak louder than words.
C2006 King fraturet Syndicate Inc.
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would be 
unable to hold 
its head erect, 
the word to 
describe the 
disease was 
aptly named, 
“ limbemeck.” 
U lt im a te ly , 
the crane 
would die of 
re sp ira to ry  
failure.

When the 
phone rang 
the next day, 
the game war
den told of 
their search 
for peanut 
crops within a 
given distance 
from the lake. 
My reply was 

“Peanuts, in ourbrief.
area?” Since sandhills can 
easily fly 40 miles a day 
in search of food, the war
dens mapped an area and 
started looking. In two 
counties, Glasscock and 
Howard, they found 
peanut crops that had not 
been properly plowed

after the harvest. 
Through education, the 
farmers would know of 
the dangers in leaving the 
remains on the ground: 

Since that' Deceniber 
morning, the yearly visits 
of sandhill cranes to our 
area have increased my 
appreciation of the dan
gers they face in reaching 
their winter home. From 
Canada, Siberia, or per
haps Alaska, these beauti
ful gray birds have cho
sen our area for eons. Our 
fields offer roots, seeds, 
grains, mice, and insects 
to the tall, left-overs of the 
dinosaur age. Their 
spring dances o f jumping 
six to eight feet in the air 
with partially spread 
wings, then bowing, 
assure me that the follow
ing fall as I reach for my 
morning paper, maybe 
once again I ’ll hear their 
bugling song.

Bebe McCasland is feder
ally and state licensed to 
rehabilitate wild birds.
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Schools to field 
test exams

FORT WORTH (AP) -  As 
public schools prepare for 
statewide testing, some 
school officials say the 
preparatory field tests used 
to develop the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills can be a distrac
tion.

More than 1,100 public 
and charter schools will 
field test one or more state 
tests between Jan. 22 and 
Feb. 2, according to the 
Texas Education Agency.

The results of the field 
tests don’t count, and f ach- 
ers and students won’t get 
any results. Instead, the 
field tests will be used to 
help analyze the fairness of 
questions for future TAKS 
tests, officials said.

Schools assigned to partic
ipate in the field tests, 
which take place before 
February’s real TAKS test
ing, can’t opt out. Each test 
can take a full day.

Cathy Friar, executive 
director for special pro
grams and state assess
ments for the Carroll school 
district, said the field test
ing interrupts instruction. 
But on the positive side, stu
dents can benefit from tak
ing a practice test.

Man denies role 
in death of teen 
found in cane field

EDINBURG (AP) -  A 
South Texas murder suspect 
has denied any role in the 
death of a 16-year-old girl 
whose burned body was 
found in a sugar cane field.

Border- Patrol agents 
caught Samuel Villarreal, 
;i8, near Brownsville this 
weekend as he was swim
ming across the Rio Grande 
from Mexico with his 13- 
year-old daughter. He was 
handed over to the Hidalgo 
County Sheriffs Office, and 
on Sunday he was arraigned 
on a first-degree murder 
charge.

“1 didn’t do it,” Villarreal 
said after his hearing. “I 
don’t know what to think.”

Villarreal is accu^d in__ 
the death of Arda^Mae”" 
Rodriguez. Her body was 
found last month in a cane 
field near Donna with a 
cracked skull, two bullet 
holes in the back of her 
head and burns on about 
half her body.

Hours earlier, her infant 
daughter. Briggette Mae, 
was discovered unclothed 
but unharmed on the side of 
a road north of Weslaco, 
about 20 miles from the 
body.

Texas says goodbye 
to dry year

LUBBOCK (AP) -  Texans 
are about to bid farewell to a 
dry, hot year that had the 
nation’s No. 2 agriculture 
state reeling from the worst 
single-year losses for crops 
and livestock.

The drought, now in about 
its 20th month, also sparked 
deadly wildfires and 
dropped lake levels to their 
lowest point for this time of 
year since 1978.

As much as 20 percent of 
the state remains in excep
tional drought and a similar 
percentage is enduring 
extreme drought, Texas 
Cooperative Extension 
drought specialist Travis 
Miller said.

The forecast through
April could improve condi
tions. A weak to moderate 
El Nino weather pattern 
shows increased chances for 
above normal rainfall
statewide.

The first 11 months of 2006 
rank as the 31st driest 
January-through-November 
stretch since 1895.

f

Lonely Katrina evac
uee welcomes wrong- 
number calls

LUMBERTON (AP) -  
Wrong-number calls typical
ly elicit a perftinctory, if 
mildly annoyed, correction 
to the caller followed quick
ly by a click.

But for Udonna "Jeannie” 
Pelham, the interruptions

are a welcome reprieve from 
the loneliness she and her 
elderly father have felt since 
Hurricane Katrina forced 
them from their home in 
Slidell, La., to this town of 
about 8,700 near the 
Louisiana border.

The Phonebook mistaken
ly lists Pelham’s home 
phone number as Kwik Kar 
Lube and Tune, an oil 
changing garage. But rather 
than hanging up on the usu
ally five Kwik Kar calls 
she’s gotten each day since 
March, Pelham sometimes 
turns the mistake into 15- 
minute conversations about 
the challenges of making 
friends in a new town or of 
losing a loved one.

“They are just the most 
wonderful conversations,” 
said Pelham, 57, who lives 
with her 85-year-old father.

And the phpne calls made 
Pelham feel needed.

Schwarzenegger 
returns to California 
for surgery

LOS ANGELES (AP) -  
Gov. Arnold Schwarzen
egger will need crutches, 
screws to secure his thigh 
bone and several weeks of 
recovery after undergoing 
surgery on his broken leg, 
his surgeon said.

The 59-year-old governor, 
actor and former body
builder was scheduled for 
surgery Tuesday morning 
in Los Angeles to repair his 
fractured right femur, 
which he broke while skiing 
with his family in Sun 
Valley, Idaho, during the 
weekend.

“As is standard for this 
type of surgery, the gover
nor will be kept for observa
tion for three days,” said 
Dr. Kevin Ehrhart, the 
orthopedic surgeon perform
ing the surgery.

Ehrhart, who repaired for
mer President Reagan’s bro
ken hip in 2001, said 
Schwarzenegger’s recovery 
would take about eight 
weeks and cables and 
screws would be used to 
secure his upper right thigh 
bone.

Tuesday’s forecast 
calls for sales

NEW YORK (AP) -  The 
nation’s retailers ushered in 
the post-Christmas shop
ping season on Tuesday by 
slashing prices even more 
on holiday items and stock
ing up on fresh merchan
dise.

With the 2006 pre- 
Christmas season turning 
out to be challenging, the 
nation’s merchants were

hoping that shoppers, 
armed with gift cards, 
would spend freely, snap
ping up discounted items as 
well as picking up full- 
priced merchandise, to 
boost business in December 
and in the fourth-quarter.

Federated Department 
Stores Inc.’s Macy’s opened 
its doors at 7 a.m. and 
offered discounts ranging 
from 50 percent to 75 per
cent. Toys “R” Us Inc.

offered 50 percent discounts 
on select^ toys. The toy 
seUer is also showcasing hot 
toys from 2007 in its stores.

Merchants “are going to 
use all 31 days in 
December,” said Marshal 
Cohen, chief analyst at NPD 
Group Inc., a market 
research company in Port 
Washington, N.Y.

At Carousel Mall in 
Syracuse, N.Y., there were 
more mall walkers than

shoppers when J.C. Penney 
opened its doors at 6 a.m. 
Pat Dunn of Syracuse, who 
was browsing around the 
housewares section looking 
for sale items, said her trek 
was an annual affair. And, 
she said, she wasn’t about to 
let the cold rain falling out
side deter her.

“Everything is so marked 
up. This is the best time to 
shop,” Dunn said. “.This is 
for next year.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The Borden County Independent School District 
(I.S.D.) in Gail, Texas, is presently accepting trans
fer students for the spring semester of 2007.

The Borden County I.S.D. is a “Recognized 
District,” as named by the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) for the 2005-2006 school year. This past 
year, the district also received ten (10) Gold Star 
Performance awards from the TEA for high percent
ages of “Commended” students on all five TAKS 
testing areas, completion of the 
Recommended/Distinguished Achievement gradua
tion planes, college readiness in both mathematics 
and language arts, student attendance, and com
pletion of advanced academic courses.

The Borden County I.S.D. also has a rich tradition in the following:

• Maintaining a high-qualified faculty and staff
• Offering concurrent college credit for juniors and 

seniors (27 on-site college hours available)
• Promoting high college and post-secondary atten

dance rates at various universities.
• Successful and competitive University Interscholastic 

League academic teams.
• Successful and competitive University Interscholastic 

League athletic programs (six-man football, cross
country, basketball,track, tennis, golf, baseball, & 
softball)

• Active FFA chapter with successful and competitive
leadership/judging teams

• Providing a safe and drug-free school environment

Please contact Mr. Jimmy Thomas, Borden County 
I.S.D. Superintendent, at (806) 756-4313 or (806) 
756-4316 if you are interested in transferring your 
child for the spring semester of 2007.

N a t io n w id e  n o -ro a m in g  p lan s, 
s ta r t in g  @

*29.99 Wireless Depot
Located In The Big Spring M all

1801 E. FM 700 Ste F-1 
Big Spring, TX 79720 

432-267-1631 
432-264-1253 - Fax

e-mail: wdepot(§>crcom.net
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Jew elers

In The Big Spring Mall (432) 267-6335

Christm as Hours
^ 4 4 . 9 5  ^  Mon.-SaL 10:00 am - 8:00 pm

______________________Sunday • 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm

T h e  2 4 k  G o ld  R o s e
Through a special process a Real Rose 

has been treated and preserved in
2 4 k  G old 2S239

' V
ly E. Ro o m ] 

D.D.S., P.C. 
1432-267-410:

Ifyou think you’re 
too young for a 

heart attack, here’s 
som e important news. 

You’re not
e r ^  When experiencing the symptoms of a heart attack, time is critical. Get to the Emergency Room 

for diagnosis and treatment. Because knowing the symptoms of a heart attack is important and knowing 

what to do about them could save your life.

S Y M P T O M S  O F  A  H E A R T  A T T A C K :

Chest pain or pressure 

Fain in the back, neck or jaw

Fain in one or both amis
W  V...............

Sc e n ic  M o u n t a in
M E D I C A L  C E N T E R

www.smmccares.com
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S p o r t s
Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Sports Editor Mike 
Grimes at 263-7331, ext. 237. Email 
results to: sports@bigsprirrghorald com

SPRING H E R A L D Tuesday, D ecem ber 26, 2006
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Cowboys gift wrap division titie
By JAIME ARON________
AP Sports Writer 

IRVING -  The 
Philadelphia Eagles were 
supposed to get buried by 
December road games 
against all three division 
foes, especially with

backup Jeff 
running the

retread 
Garcia 
offense.

Turns out, that chal
lenge was exactly what 
they needed to grab con
trol of the NFC East.

After close calls In 
Washington and New 
York, Garcia and the 
Ph i ladelph ia defense
made it a> clean sweep 
with a surprisingly easy 
23-7 victory over the 
Dallas Cowboys on 
Monday.

Garcia led the Eagles (9- 
6) to scores on four of 
their first five drives and 
the defense forced Tony 
Romo and the Cowboys 
into easily their least-pro
ductive game of the sea
son. The victory — actu
ally Philadelphia’s fourth 
straight — clinched a 
wild-card berth and 
moved it into first place 
in the division with one 
game left in the season.

“We took a situation 
where things weren’t 
looking good, with some 
major hurdles to over
come, and we found a 
way to win,’’ said Garcia, 
who improved to 4-1 since 
replacing an injured 
Donovan McNabb. “ It’s 
this playoff mentality 
we’ve had over the past 
month that’s carried us.”

Philadelphia coach

Andy Reid laughed about 
how easy It’s been since 
his club was 5-6 after los
ing Garcia’s first start.

“We thought it would be 
a cakewalk,” he said with 
a wry smile. “Every one 
of those games has been 
huge. The guys have 
buckled down against 
some good teams. Our 
players knew what was 
ahead of them. Everybody 
really pulled closer 
together.”

The Eagles can win the 
division for the fifth time 
in six years by beating 
Atlanta at home Sunday. 
Philadelphia also could 
clinch if Dallas loses its 
finale to Detroit.

The only way the 
Cowboys (9-6) can win the 
NFC East is by beating 
the Lions and bŷ  the 
Falcons knocking off the 
Eagles. Dallas no longer 
has a shot at the confer
ence’s No. 2 seed and a 
first-round bye; this game 
clinched that for New 
Orleans.

The NFC East winner 
will host the lower-seeded 
wild-card team, while the 
division runner-up will 
play at Seattle.

Garcia was 15-of-23 for 
238 yards with a touch
down and an intercep
tion, and ran for 43 yards. 
Brian Westbrook ran for 
122 yards and Correll 
Buckhalter had 38 yards 
and a touchdown.

Garcia set the tone with 
four third-down conver
sions on the opening 
series, then a 25-yard

See BOYS, Page 2B
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M CT p lM to /H arry  E. W alker
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jeff Garcia (7) Is shown launching a pass downfleld earli
er this season. Garcia led the Eagles to a 23-7 thumping of the Dallas Cowboys on 
Christmas evening. In Irving.

C o tto n  b id  s h o w s  N e b r a s k a  
m a k e s  p r o g r e s s  u n d e r  C a lla h a n

%
By ERIC OLSON

MCT photo/John Slooior/Kanoao CKy Sto>
Brandon Ball of Scottsbiuff, Neb. showed his support for 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers during their Big 12  
Championship game this season.

AP S ports  W riter
LINCOLN, Neb. -  Two 

years after failing to qual
ify for a bowl, Nebraska 
is playing in January 
again.

That’s the key indicator 
of progress under third- 
year coach Bill Callahan, 
fullback Dane Todd says.

The 22nd-ranked
Cornhuskers (9-4) were 
scheduled to fly Tuesday 
to Dallas, where they’ll 
play No. 10 Auburn (10-2) 
in next Monday’s Cotton 
Bowl.

“We didn’t go anywhere 
two years ago, and now 
we’re going to a very nice 
bowl game, so that’s obvi
ous progress,” Todd said. 
“No one can deny that.”

Nebraska was a regular 
participant in New Year’s 
bowl games under Tom 
Osborne, but the Huskers

haven’t played in January 
since losing to Miami in 
the national champi
onship Rose Bowl game 
after the 2001 season.
.Callahan, who replaced 

the fired Frank Solich in 
2004, lost four of the last 
five games his first sea
son to finish 5-6 and end 
Nebraska’s NCAA-record 
35-year bowl streak.

Last year the Huskers 
returned to the postsea
son with a 32-28 Alamo 
Bowl victory over 
Michigan, giving them 
three straight wins to end 
the year.

This season Nebraska 
swept through the Big 12 
North and was invited to 
the Cotton Bowl after los
ing 21-7 to Oklahoma in 
the conference champi
onship game.

In the era of the Bowl 
Championship Series, the 
71-year-old Cotton is

regarded as a second-tier 
bowl. But officials with 
the tradition-rich game 
are studying ways to get 
into the BCS mix when 
the series’ contract 
expires in 2010.

“ It used to carry a lot 
more significance when 
there were just a couple 
Jan. 1 games,” Todd said. 
“Now that there are so 
many games Jan. 1 and 
later, the day itself isn’t 
significant. But the bowl 
game is significant. The 
Cotton Bowl is a great 
game to go to, and we’re 
excited about it.”

The Huskers will have 
their fourth opportunity 
of the season to beat a 
Top 10 opponent. They 
haven’t knocked off a 
team of that stature since 
Oklahoma in 2001. This 
year they lost to Southern 
California, Texas and 
Oklahoma.

Heat scorch L.A. Lakers 
in NBA Christmas special
By TIM  REYNOLDS
AP Sports Writer

MIAMI -  Shaquille O’Neal 
pulled Dwyane Wade aside for a 
quick pregame word, something 
the Miami Heat superstars often 
share.

O’Neal’s message, as usual, 
was simple.

“I told him just go out and 
play your game and mix it up,” 
O’Neal said. “And he did that. 
That’s why he’s the best.”

Wade had 40 points and 11 
assists, dominating long stretch
es of the game and leading the 
Heat to a 101-85 win over the Los 
Angeles Lakers on Monday — 
giving Miami its third straigh), 
Christmas Day win in the series 
between the teams.

Wade made 12 of 20 shots flrom 
the floor, 15 of 16 foom the line, 
added four steals, four roun ds  
and four blocks, plus got a huge

ovation from a sellout Miami 
crowd when leaving with 57.9 
seconds remaining.

“Makes it great, man, makes it 
great,” Wade said. “To be play
ing on Christmas is great. ... 
And we can go home and con
tinue enjoying Christmas Day 
knowing ^a t you played an 
unbelievable game, knowing 
that your team played well and 
that you got a win. Ain’t too 
many things better than that.”

The other star guard in the 
Heat-Lakers battle simply never 
got rolling.
Kobe Bryant — who entered the 
game as the sixtNeading scorer in 
the league at 27.8 points —  missed 
his first six shots, finished 4-of-17 
from the floor and with 16 points, 
one over his seasorHow.

“You have tolet it go,” Bryant
said.

See WAT, Page 2B

MCT ptwtp/CtiwiBB Trakwf NmM
Miami Heat's Dwayne Wade slam dunks the ball as the Heat continue to try 
and got bock Into championship form. Wade dropped 40 points on Kobe 
Bryant and the Lakers on Mondey.
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Southlake Carroll claims 5A state championship
' SAN ANTONIO -  Todd 
Dodge will leave
Southlake Carroll a state 
champion. His son made 
sure of it.

Three second-half touch- 
j down passes by Carroll

quarterback Riley Dodge, 
the winning coach’s son, 
gave the Dragops a 43-29' 
come-from-behind victory 

‘ over Austin Westlake in
the Class 5A Division I 
state championship on 
Saturday night.

The elder Dodge, who 
has accepted the head 
coaching job at North 
Texas, watched the 
Dragons (16-0) win their 
48th straight, their third 
straight state title and 
their fourth in the past 
five years.

“Since he was 3 years 
old we’ve been talking 

« about winning the state

championship with him 
as my starting quarter
back,’’ Dodge said. “It was 
everything to me.”

Dodge finished with a 
98-11 record after seven 
seasons in Southlake. The 
Dragons went 79-1 the 
past five years.

Riley Dodge completed 
16-of-26 passes for 303 
yards and one intercep
tion. His three TD passes 
came in the second half 
when Carroll rallied froip 
a 15-7 deficit'. '

“ I’ve been waiting since 
I was a little kid to win a 
state championship,” he 
said. “To finish out in my 
dad’s final game, it’s 
unbelievable.”

It was the seventh state 
title for the Carroll pro
gram, which ties a Texas 
high school record. 
Brownwood, Plano and

Celina also have won 
seven titles.

Westlake (12-3) was try
ing for its second state 
title.

“I don’t think anybody 
in the state gave us a' 
chance to win, let alone 
be within 30 points,” 
Westjake coach Derek 
Long said. “A stop on a 
big play and the score 
might have been differ
ent.”

Dodge had a pair of TD 
passes to Blake Tomlin of 
30 and 33 yards and a 29- 
yarder to Anthony Ford 
that put the Dragons 
ahead 36-29 with 7:39 left 
in the game. Dodge vomit
ed before taking the snap 
on the pass to Ford.

“ I was cramping a lot 
toward the end of the 
third quarter,” Dodge 
said. “ I got some fluids in.

but I got water-logged.”
Dragons nmning back 

Tre’ Newton added three 
rushing touchdowns and 
125 yards on 13 carries. 
His 3-yard TD run with 
3:37 to go gave Carroll the 
43-29 lead.

Westlake had a 12-0 sec
ond quarter lead before 
leading 15-7 at halftime 
behind quarterback Nick 
Foies, who has committed 
to attend Arizona State 
next year.

Foies completed 24-of-43 
passes for 299 yards with
out an interception.

The Dragons tied the 
game with an 85-yard 
drive to start the second 
half. Tomlin caught a 30- 
yard TD pass from Dodge, 
and Dodge completed a 
pass to Chris Brainard for 
the 2-point conversion 
1:59 into the second half.

Westlake went three- 
and-out on the next drive 
and Carroll gained posses
sion on the Chaps’ 49 after 
the punt.

D(klge and Tomlin con
nected again just two 
plays later on a 33-yard 
TD pass, and the Dragons 
had their first lead, 22-15.

In those two drives, the 
Dragons gained 134 yards 
compared to thb 124 they 
had in the first half. They 
ended the game with 463 
yards of total offense com
pared to 441 for Westlake 
despite having possession 
of the ball 15 minutes less 
than the Chaps.

But Westlake came back 
out and tied it on the next 
drive. It took 18 plays, 80 
yards and 8:12 before 
Bron Hager scored on a 5- 
yard run.

On the next play from

scrimmage, Carroll 
regained the lead on a 74- 
yard TD run by Newton. 
He broke several tackles 
along the way before 
finally making it to the 
end zone where he was 
congratulated by his 
father, former Dallas 
Cowboys offensive line
man Nate Newton. The 
Dragons had a 29-22 lead 
with 14 seconds left In the 
third quarter.

Westlake answered 
again on the next drive to 
force a tie for the third 
time in the game. Foies 
completed three straight 
passes — including a 43- 
yarder tp Andy Spears 
that put the ball on the 1 
— before Hager scored on 
the next play with 9:20 left 
in the game.

BOYS
Continued from IB

touchdown pass to barely cov
ered Matt Schobel. After the 
defense made three straight 
goal-line stands against Marion 
Barber, the NFC touchdowns 
rushing leader, Garcia moved 
Philadelphia from its 4-yard 
line to the Dallas 2, setting up 
the first of three straight field 
goals by David Akers.

Garcia was able to work fast 
or slow. His quickie drive start

ed at the Eagles 35 with 29 sec
onds left until halftime and 
ended with Akers’ second field 
goal; the drawn-out one burned 
exactly 7 minutes off the clock 
in the fourth quarter, leaving 
Dallas only 6:47 to try mounting 
a comeback.

When Romo’s next pass was 
picked off, fans began hurrying 
to the exits. Romo-mentum was 
dead, or at least not worth wait
ing for on a chilly Christmas 
evening.

“I saw us take control of the 
game,” Garcia said. “It wasn’t 
about them, it was about us.”

The Cowboys never led and 
hardly threatened, setting a sea- 
son-low for points by 10 and 
yards by 119. It also was their 
second straight falling-on-their- 
face performance in a high-pro
file home game. Dallas was 
stomped 42-17 by New Orleans 
in a game for ^ e  second-best 
record in the NFC.

“We were noncompetitive,” 
coach Bill Parcells said, adding 
he told the team the same 
thing. “There’s nothing good to 
say. We just didn’t make any 
plays at all, either side of the 
ball. Just at^ul.”

Worse yet for Dallas: T.O. is 
unhappy.

With^a somber tone contrast
ing the goofy Cowboys-branded 
Santa hat on his head, Terrell 
Owens griped: “ I need to be 
more involved in the offense” at 
least three times in a news con
ference.

He absolved Romo for it, hint
ing as he’d done before that the 
play calling is to blame. He 
insisted that he needs more 
balls early rather than late, a 
strange statement considering 
both his catches — for 23 yards, 
with a 14-yard touchdown —

came in the first half.
As /or himself, Owens didn’t 

see anything wrong with visit
ing the Eagles at their hotel 
Sunday night (’’That’s my time, 
you know? ... I ’m not going to 
shy away from my friends for 
anybody”) and had an excuse 
for dropping a deep pass at a 
pivotal time in the game.

“He bumped me way down 
the field,” Owens said. “By the 
time I looked up and located the 
ball, it was right on me. ... I 
thought they were going to 
throw a flag.”

HEAT
Continued from IB

“ It was disappointing, but 
we have two more games 
on this trip. It’s a long 
season. We are 18-10. Now 
it is time to move on.” 

Jason Kapono had 11 
points and Dorell Wright

added 10 for the Heat, 
who won for the fourth 
time in five games.

Ronny Turiaf had 13 
points and Luke Walton 
added 10 for the Lakers, 
who trailed by 14 points 
after the first quarter and 
never led.

“ I told my coaches at 
halftime that I thought I

would stay in the locker 
room and watch ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ and they 
could go out and do the 
rest of this game the way 
we were playing -out 
there,” Lakers coach Phil 
Jackson said.

“ I did not feel we were 
right from the opening 
tap.”

This Christmas meeting 
lacked the hype of the^ 
previous two, where the 
reunions of teammates- 
turned-rivals Bryant and 
O’Neal created no short
age of interesting story
lines.

But the feud between 
the two thawed last year, 
and O’Neal wasn’t in this

game. The Heat center — 
who’s appeared in only 
four games this season — 
missed his 21st consecu
tive contest as he contin
ues to recover from knee 
surgery. Even without 
him, Miami has won a 
season-best four straight 
at home and is back to 
within a game of .500 at

13-14.
“To win this game was 

big,” Heat forward 
Antoine Walker said.

“ It’s good for the whole 
team, for Dwyane and for 
Shaq. He told us before 
the'^me he really wanted 
us to win this game.”
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I  A M  A N E W  Y E A R
I am the next New Year. I 

am just a baby now, but as 
the New Year gets older and 
older, I will grow with you. 
When I was

tened quietly as I explained 
that I knew nothing about how 
to do my job because I had 
never done this before!

> Being a
told that I 
would be 
the next 
New Year, I 
was really 
scared. I 
don't know 
how to be a 
New Year! I 
am so glad 
that my 
father will 
help me. He 
is called 1 
F a t h e r '
Time. At
first, I did not know that he 
would help me, but he will. I 
asked him in a really nice 
way!

As the time came closer and 
closer for me to go to work, I 
was so scared. I would not 
know what to do. I am just a 
baby and I doni know any
thing about how to be a New 
Year. I went to see my father 
about this. Father Time lis

N e w 
Y e a r  
w o u l d  
be a
tough 
job, I 
thought! 
H e
smi l ed  
quiet ly  
at me 
a n d  
s a i d ,  
"No one 
k n o w s  
how to 

do any job until he tries! 
Then, after awhile, he will see 
how everything works, and be 
able to tell the next person 
how to do it. Doni be afraid 
to try something just because 
you havmrv never done it 
before! Always just try your 
very best and it will be okay.” 

"I will help you for the first 
few days, then you will know 
how to do the

work. It is already after 
Christmas now, and soon it 
will be time for you to go to 
work. What is the first month 
of the new year? Did you say 
"January?" That is right. It is 
always cold in January. I 
have made it
cold for you so you can start 
the new year off just like it’s 
supposed to be. I made the 
wind blow, too, and I will 
make the snow fall. I love to 
watch the little children play
ing in the snow."

"Then, what comes next? 
Februaryl The little children 
are still wanting to play in the 
snow, so let’s keep it cold and 
snowy tor them. And, all of 
the trees and flowers need 
this time to sleep, because 
they worked very hard all of 
the last Spring and Summer 
so everyone could see their 
beauty. In March, you will 
need to awaken them so they 
can start doing their jobs too.
They like to be pretty in April, 

May and June. Then, you will 
n e ^  to awaken some more 
of the flowers who also like to 
show off their beauty.

^ e d i c i N B
^ M A R M A C y

1001 Gram *263-7316

f:. i H

Don1 forget all of the farmers 
want warmer weather so they 
can plant their crops, so give 
them lots of time for that! 
Those little children playing in 
the snow must have vegeta
bles to eat.
"Do you have a good idea as 

to what you must do now? I 
must leave you and go to 
work myself. After all, I am 
Father Time and I never stop 
working."

"Yes, I think t know what I 
must do now.^l hope I can be 
as good a New Year as the 
last one wasJ I will try my 
hardest."
As Father Time Walked away 

to get back to his work, I knew 
that, because of his helR« I 
would make a nice New Year. 
I will make the snow fall until 
March, then I will awaken the 
flowers and trees Irom their 
Winter naps, and let them 
start getting ready to show

their glorious beauty. Then, a 
little later on, I will awaken the 
other flowers that like to sleep 
later and they can make pret
ty blooms in the late Summer 
and into the Fall. And, I will 
give the farmers enough 
warm weather during the 
Summer and tall so they can 
make their gardens grow. 
The little children playing in 
the snow will have vegetables 
to eat.

Then, I will make it cold 
again so the flowers and 
trees can go back to 
sleep after all of their hard 
work. Then, I will make it 
Christmas time 
again I I love doing thatl 
Soon after that, it wiH be time 
for me to teach a baby New 
Year how to be a very good 
one. I will love that, tool I 
should never have been 
afraid to try something new, 
should I?

I cani wait until my first day 
on the new job. That wtll be 
the first day in January. And, 
that night, I can tell you, 
"Good Night"
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This Date 
In History
Today is Tuesday, Dec. 26, 

the 360th day of 2006. There 
are five days left in the year. 
The seven-day African- 
American holiday Kwanzaa 
begins today. This is Boxing 
Day.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 26, 2004, more 
than 200,000 people, mostly 
In southern Asia, were 
killed by a tsunami trig
gered by the world’s most'̂  
powerful earthquake in 40 
years beneath the Indian 
Ocean.

On this date:
In 1776, the British suf

fered a maior defeat in the 
Battle of Trenton during the 
Revolutionary War.

In 1799, former President

George Washington was 
eulogized by Col. Henry Lee 
as “first in war, first in 
peace and first in the hearts 
of his countrymen.”

In 1917, during World War 
I, President Wilson 
announced the U.S. govern
ment would take over opera
tion of the nation’s rail
roads.

In 194L Winston Churchill 
became the first British 
prime minister to address a 
joint meeting of the U.S. 
Congress.

In 1944, dupijlg the World 
War II BattlBi^ the Bulge, 
the embattled U.S. 101st 
Airborne Division in 
Bastogne, Belgium, was 
relieved by units of the 
Fourth Armored Division.

In 1980, Iranian television 
footage was broadcast in the 
U.S., showing a dozen of the 
American hostages sending 
messages to their families.

In 2003, an earthquake

struck the historic Iranian 
city of Bam, killing at least 
26,000 people.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Richard Widmark is 92. 
Actor Donald Moffat is 76. 
Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Abdul “Duke” Fakir (The 
Four Tops) is 71. Record 
producef Phil Spector is 66. 
“America’s Most Wanted” 
host John Walsh is 61. 
Country musician Bob 
Carpentbr (The Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Baud) is 60.

•  aoOEThe Associated Press.
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Newsday Crossword CLOSE CONTACT by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com

prerec 
17 What

ACROSS
1 Broadway 

performer 
6 By oneself 

10 Snip’s staff
14 Mountain incline
15 Fan-mail 

recipient
16 Not 

jrerecorded
good 

tires do in 
wet weather

19 Pre-owned
20 Pro vote
21 Watchful one
22 TFiose who 

detest
24 Difficult
25 Coll, math 

course
26 Couch potato’s 

device
29 Black wildcat
32 Lesser of

tw o__
33 Loet traction 
M  Set of socks 
M  Happen upon
37 G affes goal
38 Annapolis 

school: Abbr.
39 Proofreading 

notation
40 Threesome
41 Take by force
42 Stuck (to)
44 FnaetickelB

8 Qan. Robert__
Stronawind

47"H erM tn y
telephone
nuniber'*

SO Irvured 
51 n ^ l g e t i t r

S J a i_  
AcoordioiT, 
informally 

S t  Pork cut

59 Round-the- 
clock bank 
devices: Abbr.

60 Flynn of film
61 In^nificant
62 Attentton- 

getting sound
63 Window curtain

DOWN
1 Very pale
2 Hint
3 Roman’s 

formal wear
4 Select, 

with “for”
5 Prepares, 

as leftovers
6 Fathered
7 Strong smell
8 M auna__
9 One who 

knows the 
ropes

10 Strapless 
handbag

11 Stand up
12 At any time
13 Ties the knot
18 Jane__

(Bronte novel)
23 Height: Abbr.
24 Don’t raise 

prices
25 City on the Nile
26 Football 

officials
27 Madonna 

film role
28 Dug for coal
29 Kilt pattern
30 Makes less 

difficult
31 Washer cycle 
33 Shopping

binge
35 Lab-maze 

runners
1” 2 4

f4

»
26 2i

W

w

40 Source of 
maple syrup

41 Did a ballroom 
dance

43 Shade 
provider

44 Peel, as 
potatoes

46 visitor
47 Stress-free
48 Spiny 

housepiant
49 Wild animal’s 

home
50 Sings along 

without words
s i Magic-spell 

 ̂ opener

S Basketball rim 
Wheel 

. connector 
S i  Fractions of a 

lallon: Abbr. 
set it wrong
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Business O pportunity Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted
THIS NEWSPAPER is not re
sponsible tor the specific con
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor
tunity \«ith which you are unfa
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org_____

Educational
^  SOUTHEASTERN 

CAREER INSTITUTE
Midland Campus 

Act now for career training 
from Southeastern

Career Institute - Midland. 
Tram in Computer Business 
Systems, Dental Assistant 

or Medical Assistant.
1-800-497-1557 

www.scinow6.com 
4320 W. Illinois Avenue, 

Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

MAINTENANCE 
SUPERVISOR '

Snyder Health Care Center has 
immediate opening for an ex
perienced individual. Responsi
bilities include “hand-on" trou
bleshooting & PM of electrical, 
HVAC & heating systems, up
keep & repair anywhere in the 
facility, some carpentry, etc. 
Requires related experience, 
strong mechanical aptitude, ex
cellent organizational & inter
personal skills. Salary based 
on abilities, good benefits. 
EOE/MFHV. For information, 
call (325)573-6332, or apply in 
person at SNYDER HEALTH 
CARE CENTER, 5311 Big 
Spring Highway, Snyder.

Lamun-Lusk- Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans Home 

1809 N. Hwy. 87 
Big Spring, Tx 79720 

(432)268-8387 
(432)268-1987 Fax 

is currently seeking the follow
ing positions;

LVN's & Certified Nurses 
Aides

(Full time or Part time) 
Dietary Cooks/Dlshwashers

Experienced in a hospital/ 
institutional setting preferred. 

Waged Commensurate 
on Experience

to include an excellent 
benefits package.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Maintenance Positions 
Available

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has openings for 
Maintenance Workers in Big 
Spring, Snyder, Stanton, Mid
land and Odessa.
A CDL license and mechanical 
experience are helpful. District 
benefits include paid vacation 
and holidays, sick leave, retire
ment plan, and group insur
ance. EOE t 
Applications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis
trict's office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas or by 
calling 432-267-6341.

FULL TIME Recovery Driver 
needed, CDL required, willing 
to train. Pat Gray Towing and 
Recovery. Call (432)263-0582.

BACKHOE OPERATOR with 
at least 1 year experience. Call 
or go by Rusty’s Oilfield Serv
ice in Stanton. Call 
(432)756-2821.

BUSY DENTAL OHice looking 
for positive, people-freindly pa
tient coordinator. 4 Days a 
week. Will train. Send resume 
to 1708 East FM 700.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un
load product, utilize a forklift, 
and perform general ware
house duties. Requires high 
school diploma or equivalent, 
CDL with HAZMAT endorse
ment. We offer an excellent 
working environment and out
standing compensation and 
benefits package. For consid
eration, please apply in person: 

Helena Chemical Company 
100 S. St. Peter 

Stanton, Tx 79782 
Pre-employment 

drug screen required.
EOE M/FA//H

TRANSIT MIX CONCRETE 
MATERIALS COMPANY is 
now hiring MIXER TRUCK 
DRIVER. Starting pay $12. 
hour, after 6 months, $12.50 
hour. CDL license is required. 
We offer competitive wages 
along with an excellent benefit 
package including medical, 
dental, 401 (k) profit sharing 
and a pension plan. EOE/AA ' 

Please apply in person at the 
following location:

Transit Mix Concrete 
605 North Benton St.
Big Spring, TX 79720

PARKVIEW NURSING 
& REHABILITATION

Now hiring for Laundry posi
tion. Experience preferred. 
Great working environment. 
Please apply in person at 
Parkview Nursing & Rehab., 
3200 Parkway Rd.

Help W anted

ARE YOU Bilingual? Are you 
interested in working for $9.50 
per hour. If so please call 
432-264-2751 leave message.

Corner of Birdwell &  FM 700 Financing Available  
267 -5588

H llfB rtlM w rfii r n 1WCN1WW3/4TWIH 1M 2ftrilriK i< W I

In House Financing 
w/Approved Credit 

Easy Low Down 
_____ Payment

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract:$1.58 Per Day
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

AUTO CARE A U TO  PARTS BOOKS CARPET CONCRETE CONCRETE

G & M Auto Care
Locally O w ned  

&  O perated  
Service 1972

263-1091 ^
George & Mary

900&3iHSt. BiiSprini

A Modern Aulo Dtsmantlrr

^  Since 1947
• 14 Acres ot dismantled vehicles
• ?0.000 sq tt o i Warehouse slorage
■ :>pecialue in lale model quality auto 
parts
• Poreign and domestic parts tor cars, 
trucks, mini vans. 4x4 and sports 
utility vehicles
Hra 8 a.in.-5:30 Wk/diy 8 a.m.-t2 p.m. SAT

1511 Hwy 350 *(432) 263-5000

Now At
u r y

A i c r i O A
501 Birdwell Lane

Teal Carpets
* Ceramic Tile
* Laminate
* Wood
* Vinyl
* Carpet
We cany aUl your 
carpet supplies

2iHLni7H«28l-tM i

S TU C C O  
D R IV E W A Y S  
SID EW A LK S  

• —  BLOCK FE N C E S

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(432) 466 -0573  
(432) 816-6561

621 Sgt. Paredez 
Big Spring. TX 79720

J. T. Builders
Remodeling •  Drywall 

Ceramic Tile • Electrical 
Plumbing  •  Roofing 

Brick & Concrete Work 
Lriveways •  Sidewalks 

Fireplaces •  Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks 

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882C«N 
(432) 263-2110 Rm .

CONCRETE DIRT WORK FENCES FENCES GARAGE SALE HEATING & AC
All Types Concrete Work 

Block & Brick Repair 
Trenching & Tractor Service

Campbell Concrete 
Contractors

C all-T o m m y  C am p b e ll
C o n e r t  tt t o n t r n c t o r

(437)466-0623 
<432)935 3644

2006 Runnels 
Biq Spring,TX 79720

D EC K ER 'S  FAR M  S U PP LY 
&  NU R S ER Y
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog,
Backhoe,

Bulldozing, Small 
Grubbing Jobs and Will 

Clear Lots,
432-756-3444

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood^ 
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3349

B &  M  Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE* COMPARE 

A  FREE ESTIMATES 
m  ROBERT MARQUEZ 

J •
—  i-aee-B2s-i3ee

1666 Um m  Mm . • Mi 6p

HAVING A 
GARAGE SALE
CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifleds

JOHNSON AC. 
HEATING a  SHEET ME1AL

• Servicing all heaters 
central & wall

• Duct work ■ all sheet metal work 
• Registers & Grills

We C a r r y  All Hea t in g  
l*ai (s & Fil ters .  Bel ts

1 4 0 8  E. 4 th 2 6 3 -2 9 8 0

H O M E IIVIPROVEMENT ■  HOM E IM PR O VEM EN T ■  HOME IM P R O V E M E N T S  HOME IM PROVEM ENT H  HOM E IM PR O V EM EN T JANITORIAL

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM 
WOODWORK

4 0 9  E. 3RD 267-5811

D a y  O f D a y  
B u i l d e r s

Custom Building • Remodeling • Roofmg 
Til* • Garag* Door* • Cabinat* 

Vinyl Siding
D. W. Day (432) 457-2289 

Call (432) 270-8783 
Dannis Day (432) 816-5080

B o x  266 
108 W e s t 7th  

r o r s a n , T X  79733

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging ̂ Finishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation
•Repairs

•Maintenance

7 9 n

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO  JOB IS TOO SMALLl 
■aas Cnia laasHT) 4U27MIM

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

M in o r E lectrical 
mUMSTIMATMS 

Garage door repair. 
Appliances installed

S I 6 -3 0 3 0

BREATHE-EZ CLEANING 
SERVICE

Chimneys, Maid Service, 
Home 8c Office, Carpets, 
Air Ducts 8c Much More

432-353-U49

LAWN SERVICE NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL PLUMBING RENTALS REPAIRS

FALL CLEANUP 
Alleys‘ TreeTrimming 

Light Hauling • OddJobs
CALL

267-5460
CELL

816-6150
Danny Scoggin

Pro S p a  Nail Salon

4 /  Em
Pedicure: $ 2 1 .9 9  
M anicure: $ I 1.9 9  
Full Set: $ 2 0 .0 0  «  Up 
Refill: $ I 3 .9 9  or Up

Solar nails: $29.00
IIUMarcyDrSlellO 14321263-6245

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL
Since 19S4

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane 
Max F. M oore

www.swalpc.com 
mm@8wa lpc.com

J U n iJ U IC E P U illB IN G
Drain Cleaning 
Gas Line I 
Water Leaks 

Fixtures ^

• Licansad
• Bonilad
• Inaurad

n-37359
2 IS 4 l7 lir  1174751

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2659
Houses • Storages 
(Commercial Buildings 
For rent/sale

816 B. 12th 
1888.1011 B.11th 
28811lliPlaaa 
14821M b

Sewing Machine 
Quy

Steve
REPAIR AND SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS

(432) 935-6380
All Work Guaranteed

YOUR AD ROOFING ROOFING STORAGE WELDING WINDOWS

PUT YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

sphSq HERALD

JOHNNY FLORES PALACIOSROOFING ROOFING & HOME
Shingles, Hot Tar A Gravel. IMPROVEMENT

All type of repalrsl Roofs, Room Additions,
Work Guaranteed. Ceramic TUe, Fencec,

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs Painting Inaureu A  Bonded

Doctor of Repairs! Home Phone#
#Voo AbbIbmOooII

dig Spring k  Sarrotuidlng Aress. CeU#
267-1110 432-213-0163

MMStormgm
1 /2 (N rilra tlla a *

Merry Christmas 
kf fiCajtjty 9frw Year
m . NoDtpaah 8b

3301 E.FM 700 263 0'»32

Bar-B-QPlto 
Ornamental Iron Work 

Car Ports • Fences 
Gates • Handrails 
Portable Welding

K I L I l i r r l t

WtMfeKlIinlct
2300 S. W UUam s Rd. 
Big Spring, T x  79720 

432-263-6908 270-5109

^  Wtw»d Ulmf4a

* Custom Blinds
*  Shutters.
* Arches
View online

www.rosbUnds.com
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Help Wanted
ARE YOU an operator or part 
of the crew on a workover unit 
and tired of spervlirig countless 
hours driving to work loca
tions? Would you like to spend 
more time with your family as a 
result of working for a stable 
home grown oilfield company 
that primarily works around the 
Snyder and Vincent area? 
West Texas Energy Services, 
LLC. in Big Spring has a year 
old pulling unit/workover rig 
working full time dose to home 
and we need an operator and a 
full crew to run it. We are offer
ing a $250.00 signing bonus to 
new hires after the end of their 
first work week. Health insur
ance is also available. If you 
are an experienced operator or 
crewman and can pass a drug 
test, please call 432_238-7650 
or 432-238-7715 regarding em
ployment and to obtain salary 
and other information. Come 
join us where you will be a 
name not a number. We want 
to treat you loyalty with the re
ward it deserves.

BLAST MASTERS has a posi- 
tion available for:
* Crew Technidan 
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. No 
phone calls please. Must have 
a valid TX drivers license and 
pass mandatory drug test.

BOOKKEEPER/ TAX P R t  
PARER needed for local ac
counting firm. Computer and 
tax experience skills a neces
sity. Apply in person at 307-C 
West 16th, Big Spring.

C N A i
Full time openings with 

Benefits available! 
Require TEXAS 

State Certification. No phone 
calls please. EOE/MFHV.

For information, call 
(325)573-6332, or apply to 

Debbie Collier, RN, DON, or 
Priscilla Barrera, LVN, ADON, 

at SNYDER HEALTH 
CARE CENTER,

5311 Big Spring Highway, 
Snyder

COLORTYME HAS immediate 
openings for the following posi
tions...

Delivery Technicians 
Account Managers 
Sales Associates 

This is a full time opportunity 
w/competitive pay and benefits 
package. Must be 21 for insur
ance purposes w/ a good driv
ing record. /Vpply in person @  
501 E. Birdwell Lane Ste. #14.
DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY. 
Coastal Transport is a leadar in 

’ transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Inquire about Sign-on Bonus 
up to $4000. Call Jay at 
888-527-7221.

MIDWEST FINANCE CORP 
now hiring Part-time Help for 
days. Apply in person, 600 S. 
Gregg. No Phone Calls!

Help Wanted
LVNa

NEW, HIGHER 
PAY SCALE!

Full time openingsl Benefits 
available. Must have Texas 
state license. EOE/MFHV.

For information, call 
(325)573-6332, or apply to 

Debbie Collier, RN, DON, or 
Prisdila Barrera, LVN, ADON, 

at SNYDER HEALTH 
CARE CENTER,

5311 Big Spring Higway, 
Snyder

MATURE CHRISTIAN adult to 
work in a private Christian Pre
school. Experience preferred. 
Part time or full time available. 
/Vpply in person, 118 Cedar Rd.

NEED EVENING Dishwasher 
part-time. Must be 16 yrs. old. 
Apply in person. Red Mesa 
Grill, 2401 S. Gregg.

NEEDED
COOKS ‘ SERVERS

All shifts available 
Apply at:

1710 East Third Street 
E.O.E.

NIGHT FREIGHT DELIVERY 
DRIVER

Fortune 500 company has 
driver position available part 
time or possible full time. Must 
have Class A/CDL. Travel 
within 250 mites radius and 
weekends. Excellent pay. Fax 
resume to Kassie at 
(972)289-8741 or call 
(972)288-7614 for more de
tails.

NOW ACCEPTING applica- 
tions for mental health aide at 
Wood Care Center. Apply in 
person at 2607 Chanute. Ask 
tor Paula.

' NOW HIRING
COMMERCIAL 

CONSTRUCTION 
JOB SUPERINTENDENT 
must be professional and 

experienced in all phases of 
construction.

Drug test, pre-employment 
physical and travel required. 

Mail resume to: 
GENERAL 

SUPERINTENDENT 
PO BOX 60708 

MIDLAND, TX 79711

PARKVIEW NURSING 
& REHABILITATION

Be a part of our devoted staff 
- providing rosident - car*. N *w  
V. Hiring for Certified Nursing As

sistant's, which offers competi
tive pay, great benefits and a 
fantastic working environment. 
Looking for reliable and caring 
CNA's to join our team, /^ply  
at 3200 Parkway Rd.

THE MARTIN County Hospital 
District of Stanton is seeking a 
Physician Assistant for employ
ment in a Rural Health Clinic. 
Please contact Paul McKinney, 
CEO or Alison Israel, CFO at 
610 N. Saint Peter, Stanton, 
Texas or call (432)756-3345.

Help Wanted
PARKVIEW NURSING 
A REHABILITATION

Come join our team! Be part of 
our devoted staff providing 
resident care. Now Hiring for 
LVN’s, which offers competitive 

'pay, great benefits and a fan
tastic working environment. Ap
ply in person at 3200 Parkway 
Rd.

; PIZZA INN
NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI
TIONS. APPLY IN PERSON 
AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE 
CALLS.

POLICE OFFICERS/
FIRE FIGHTERS 

Are you the Best?
Can you make the grade? 
Wanted only the top 10%.

If so come apply. 
EiL'llgtllfilfi ' 

$26,499.00 to $35,162.00 
DOEC

Deadline for Applications 
5:00 p.m., Wednesday 

January 24, 2007 
Testing 8:00 a.m., Saturday 

January 27, 2007 
V Police Officer Certified/ 

Non-Certified
$14.40 '

Deadline for Applications 
Friday December 29, 2006 

Utility Service Worl^gr 
$9.94 

Contact:
Human Resources 
City of Big Spring >.

Phone: 432-264-2346 
Fax: 432-264-2387 

www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an
nually including Federal Bene
fits and OT. Paid training, va
cations. PT/FT.
1-800-584-1775 USWA
Ref#6901.
SECRETARY NEEDED f^
Legal Office. Send resume to 
P.O. Drawer 2117, Big Spring, 
Tx 79721.

STATE LICENSED 
JOURNEYMEN 

ELECTRICIANS and 
HELPERS

Local Company Seeks Quali
fied applicants tor LOCAL 
work. Paid holidays. Vacation 
and Sick Time. Weekends Off. 
All interested applicants, 
please phone (432)263-3939.

TEAM C 02 is a small but 
growing local oilfield service 
company. We need help with 
driving near Goldsmith, TX. 
CDL with Hazmat and Tanker 
endorsement required. Salary 
DOE. Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
insurance. Please call Joe at 
432-77Q|̂ t̂y 4 or 43l-6S?75Bl 
for more information.

WANTED: 29 Serious people 
to work from home using a 
computer. Up to $1500 or 
$5000 PT/FT.
www.WorkNowNotLater.com

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Starting pay 
$8.50 per hour. Apply in per
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

Red Tag Event Sale

Shroyer 
Motor Co
B est Pea ls In  Town!

2006 Pontiac GTO
LS 2 Engine, Loaded,

Red With Black Interior.
MSRP $33,785
SA LE  P R IC E

*29,997

2006 PONTIAC G6 • White 
w/Tan Leather, Panaramic 
Retractable Roof, Loaded. 

MSRP $25,205

SALE PRICE *2 1 ,5 0 0

2006 PONTIAC Vibe - White 
w/Charcoal Interior, Loaded. 

MSRP $20,070

SALE PRICE * n .5 0 0

r W '

2004 GMC Yukon XL - One
Owner, Extra Clean, Silver, 
All Power.

Was $24,995

SALE PRICE *2 1 .0 0 5

2006 Yukon XL 0« mN • Back w/Tan 
Leattwr, Cantor Flow Captain Chairs, 
DVD, Sun Roof 6 Nagivation, 
Immaculato, Ona Ownar, 35,000 Mies.

*3 1 .0 0 5

P O rN T IA C  C i l v f C
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Items for Sale
SHELLED PECANS. Pick,up  
at the Fillin' Station, FM 700, 
Ezell-Key' Feed or Big Spring 
Farm Supply or call 
(432)267-1180 ___ _________

Miscellaneous
ALL NEW Mattress Set, Full 
Size still in packaging. Sell for 
$119. Call 432-349-4043.

BRAND NEW Queen pillow top 
mattress set. In wrapper. War
ranty. Must Move. Sacrifice 
$149.00. 432-349-4043.
CAKES: Wedding. Anniversa- , 
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

COMFY COUCH and loveseat. 
Microfiber $489, Leather $799. 
806-549-3110.

FRESH CROP of pecans. 
$2.50 a lb.. Shelled $5.00 a lb.
 ̂Call (432)263-8785.

JUNQUE MART
Thift Store 
600 Lamesa 
(432)264-0542 
Mon -Sat. 10:00-5:00 
Looking for a  unique inexpen
sive gift? Come see our brand 
new just arrived items.

KING PILLOWTOP Mattress 
Set. Brand New still in Plastic. 
Full Factory Warranty. Must 
Sell. $249. 432-349-4043.

LARGE DINING room table, 6 
chairs, buffet, hutch, still boxed 
$999. 806-549-3110.

MOVING!!! QUEEN mattress 
set $125. Twin mattress set 
$99. NEW. CLEAN. Washer 
$225. 806-549-3110.

NASA MEMORY FOAM Mat- 
tress Set. Conforms to body. 
New in plastic. List $1399.00 
Sacrifice $399.00.
432-349-4043.

QUEEN ORTHOPEDIC Mat- 
tress Set. New, still in plastic 
w/Warranty. $129.00.
432-349-4043.

SACRIHCE; 6 pc sleigh bed- 
room set. Still boxed. $499. 
806-549-3110.

URGENT SELL - King mat- 
tress set $210. Full mattress 
set $109. PERFECT CONDI
TION Microwave $225.
806-549-3110.

ZERO ACHES, NASA memory 
foam mattress set. List $1599. 
Sell $399. Warranty.
806-549-3110.

National Ads

National Ads

Instructional
^  SOUTHEASTERN 
1 0 1  CAREER INSTITUTE

Midland Campus 
Act now for career training 

from Southeastern
Career Institute - Midland. 

Train in Computer Business 
Systems, Dental Assistant 

or Medical Assistant.
1-800-497-1557 

www.scinow6.com 
4320 W. Illinois Avenue, 

Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

$0T DOWN HDMHSTTia RENT! 
Gov1 Blank Repo'sf No Credit 
OK! For Listings,
1 -800-746-4890.

$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS! 
Tax Repos. US Marshal sales! 
Also Trucks, SUV's, and more! 
For Listings Call
1-800-425-1730 ext. 1505.

****$700-$800,000 FREE
CASH GRANTS! **2007!** 
Never Repay! Personal/Medi- 
cal Bills, School, New Busi- 
ness/Home etc.. Live Opera
tors! Avoid DeadlinesI Listings, 
Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext. 179.

****$700-$800,000.++ 20 0 ^
FREE CASH GRANTS! Never 
Repay! Personal/Medical bills. 
School, Housing, Business. AS 
SEEN ON T V. Live Operators, 
Listings, Call 1-800-270-1213 
Ext. 176.

“ FREE CASH GRANTS!**
$700-$800,000 2007 Never
Repay! Personal, Medical, 
Business, Real Estate, School. 
No Credit check! Same Day 
processing! Live Operators! 
Listings 1-800-274-5086 Ext. 
175.

1000 ENVELOPES* $5000. 
Receive $5 for every Envelope 
stuffed with our sales material. 
Guaranteed! Free information: 
24 hour recording
1-800-920-9891.

AMAZING RELIEF the first 
night!!! Restless leg syndrome 
and leg cramps gone. Sleep 
deeply, safe with medications, 
proven results guaranteed!!! 
Order now! www.allcalm.com 
1-800-^65-8660.

BANK FORECLOSURES!
' Homes from $10,000! Repos, 

REOs, etc. These homes must 
sell I For Listings Call 
1-800-298-1768 ext. 3906.

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per 
hour / No Experience Full 
Benefits / Paid Training 
1-866-409-2663 ext. 103 
Closed Sundays.

FINANCIAL HELP! C r ^
Card fees and interest driving 
you to the poor house? Hard to 
keep up? Our program can 
help. FREE debt'analysis and 
phone call. 1-877-205-5179. 
Genesis Financial.

FREE DIRECTV 4 Room Sys- 
tem! NO Credit Card Required! 
250-f Channels! Starts $29.99! 
FREE DVR or HD Receiver!
Also, Dish Network $19.99!
FREE Movie Channels! 
1-800-490-1814

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
NEEDED For Store Evalua
tions. Get Paid to Shop. Local 
Stores, Restaurants & Thea
ters. Training Provided, Flexi
ble Hours,Email Required. 
1-800-585-9024 ext. 638K

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K an
nually including Federal Bene
fits and OT. Paid Training, Va
cations, PT/FT.
1-800-584-1775 USWA Ref 
#P7701.

SAWMILLS FROM ^
$2990.00-Convert your LOGS 
TO VALUABLE LUMBER 
with your own Norwood port
able band sawmill. Log skid- 
ders also available. 
www.norwoodindustries.com 
FREE Information:
1-800-578-1363-Ext:200-U.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m La
dies Free!! 1-800-201-TALK 
VISIT -singles.com

STOP B E N TIN G in  ^
Gov't & Bank Fonplosures!
$0 to Low Down! No Credit 
Check! Call NOW! 
1-800-728-6701.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One /p l ic a 
tion, Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerlanejobs.com

VISA/MASTERCARD
NEW unsecured credit card! 
$7,500 Guaranteed Approval!!! 
Bad Credit, Bankruptcy OK!! 
1-800-601-4233.

YOUR ACCREDITED High 
School Diploma in 30-days or 
less. No classes. FREE 
evaluation.
www.FinishHighSchool.com
1-866-290-6596.

YO U R ROAD TO  A NEW CAREER!
•  Paid CDL Tf’aining!
•  No Experience Needed! j
•  Earn $40 - $75K Yeariy!
Stevens Iranspon offeis the nest 
cofTxxehensive training proyam fa new 
drivers! Get /our career roiling and enjO|r
exceptional earnings and great benefits 
from the »1 premier transportation carrier! For more lnfonMtloii.call

800- 333-8595
sv '.V s ! w 'y t> ') n t f .1 f! s [t . ■ r • <. ■!

l O M E
R e a l t o r s '

(432) 263-1284 HOW. MarcyBig Spring, Tx. 79720

Call One O f Our P ro fessiona l Associates 
For A ll O f Y ou r Real Estate Needs

SPACIOUS HOME ON UNIQUE ACRE OF LAND - 3 bediDom, 
3 bath unfinished basement with bath could be used as 4th bed
room, storage shed, workshop and 3 car carport.

WELCOME TO Lake Ridge 
Bulldogs! We Raise top quality 
AKC Registered English Bull
dogs. All of our Bully Babies 
are raised with Personal Care, 
Love and Attention. We are 
nestled right on the edge of 
Lake. It is an Absolute Beauti
ful Place to raise our Wonderful 
Bullies. Feel free to contact us 
at
stevensortpet@yahoo.co

Real Estate for Rent
104 WEST 13th. Large 1 bed
room, 1 bath with garage. 
$300.00 month or $550.00 with 
All Bills Paid, $150.00 deposit. 
Call (432)264-6611.

/ /  .V / / / / / / / / / / .  / / .  / V /  / / / I ''

South Plains Apts
Etnchncy, 1S2Bdnm

New ApplianoM S FixtUTM 

OwliNatwortiw/SOtK 

ChwiMtoinoiM Latino 

Ht-8pM d WirtlsM Inttmot 
PtcnieABQArM 

Now Laundry & Vanding

ATTENTION
THE BIG SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES 
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful tips and 
Information that will help you 
when placing your ad. After your 
ad has been published the first 
day we suggest you check the ad 
for mistakes and If errors have 
been made we will gladly correct 
the ad and run It again for you at 
no additional charge. If your ad la 
tnadvertenUy not printed advance 
payment will cheerfully be refund
ed and the newspaper's liability 
w ill be for only the amount 
received for publication o f the 
advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit or reject any ad for 
publication that does not meet our 
standards of acceptance.

3304 W Hwv 80 
(432)714-41140

FREE 1/2 Pitbull & ?, 9 wk old, 
female. Has 1st shots. Call 
432-816-7641.

1509 SUNSET. 2 Bedroom, 1 
bath, 1 car garage, CH/A, 
wood floors. $430.00 Month, 
$295.00 deposit. References 
required. Call 432-263-8005 or 
816-1330.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re
frigerator, dishwasher, fur
nished. Washer/ dryer connec
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

2210 LYNN. 3 Bedroom 2 
bath, garage, fenced yard. 
One year lease required. No in
door pets. $650. month plus 
deposit. Call (432)263-6514 
Owner/Broker.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE at 421
Main for rent. Approx. 3,000 
sq. ft. includes executive of
fices, reception area, file stor
age and break room. Call 
(432)263-7676.

FOR LEASE 207 North Gregg, 
40x100 Building with offices. 
$600.00 Month plus deposit. 
Call (432)263-5000.

FOR LEASE 40x120 Building 
with 2 offioet,- 4  ov*c.. baad 
doors on 2 acres, fenced land. 
1514 Hwy. 30. $750 Month 
deposit. Call (432)263-5000.

SEVERAL OFFICES available. 
Call (432)263-6514, 517-0038, 
(432)770-5656.

VERY NICE 3 bedroom, 2 
bathroom home for rent. Many 
recent upgrades with central 
AC and Heat. $550 plus de
posit. Call Yolanda at 
432-267-2771.

Real Estate for Sale
1518 VINES. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, 2 living areas. Owner fi
nance available. Call for Infor
mation, Kim Pollard, Heart of 
The City Reality
(432)213-2842.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Marla (432)263-3461.

2600 CARLETON, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath. Central H/A, clean, new 
fence, & covered carport. Cor
ner lot, quiet neighborhood, a 
must see. Call (432)213-2681 
or 213-2688 for more info.

3/2 PLUS Office and laundry 
room in Ackerly. 4 acres, large 
workshop, livestock barn and 
corral, 2 car garage, well water. 
By appt. only. No owner fi
nance. (432)353-4731.

ABSOLUTELY DARUNG
1211 Lloyd, $44,900.00 OBO. 
Owner Finanang Available. 3 
Bedroom, 1 bath. Beautifully 
decorated. Just waiting for the 
right family. Call for information 
Kim Pollard, Heart of The City 
Reality 432-213-2842.

B A K C E L O r S A  A P A K T IV l i  rNTS
*299 MOVE IN SPECIAL

S 38 W estover

♦ APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. * 
ALL BILLS PAID
263-1252 1-666 - 265-4104

('u i ( . l i r e !  I i . i inmy,  in I ’.i ( i inu
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( . i l l  \ ( ) U

1-800-497-1SS'
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Real Estate for Sale Tom orrow 's H oroscope
CUTE LITTLE Cottage w/back- 
yard playhouse. $39,900 OBO. 
1108 Mulberry. Owner Finance 
Available. Call for information 
Kim Pollard, Heart of The City 
Reality 432-213-2842.
OWNER RNANCE 2503 Cen
tral Drive, Big Spring. Newly 
Remodeled. $3,950.00 Down, 
flexible terms. Must Sell. Clall 
866-959-8499.
SMALL PARTIAL land for 
sale. 5 miles south of Big 
Spring & 1 1/2 miles west of 
Coahoma. Owner will Finance 
or Texas Veterans. 
(432)263-8785.
THREE BEDROOM, one bath, 
CH/A, 1224 sq. ft. Close to Go
liad school. Nice covered patio 
and yard. $46,500. Call 
(432)264-8983, (432)263-0118.

H o lid a y

M athis

Vehicles

(2) New  2005 
7 Passenger Vans
1*9.500 O ff!
B o b  B r o c k  F o r d
.TOO \N . 1th 2 0 7 -7  12 1

1981 FIAT Spider Convertable. 
Must sale do to Military Trans
fer to Cuba. 80% Complete. 
Good running car. Needs little 
work. ’ $4500 OBO. Call 
(432)394-4352.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Is ' it the light of the 

Pisces moon, the music or 
the general sentimentality
of the season .......
that makes I 
you see the 
w o r l d  

through ide
alistic eyes?
When the 
choice is i 
between cyn
icism and 
e x t e nd i ng  
belief, you’re 
better off
s e e i n g  .........................

what’s beautiful. Besides, 
there are examples of love 
all around you. Go slow 
and savor togetherness.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . It’s your turn t9 enter
tain. If you’re stumped for 
a way to dazzle ’em with 
brilliance, baffle ’em with 
whatever comes off the 
top of your head. You are 
really much more capti
vating than you think.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . There are no easy

fixes, but what you learn 
because of this could 
transform you into a mas
ter. Be willing to take on 
your task again and again 
until it’s even better than 
the best you’ve ever 
achieved.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . You’ll hear some pret
ty silly excuses as to why 
someone didn’t come 
through for you, but 
you’ll probably be too 
busy accepting the gra
cious generosity of others 
to care! '

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . You’re no ventrilo
quist’s dummy, but today 
it does feel as though 
someone else’s words are 
coming out of your 
mouth. Realizing this 
brings you a step closer to 
what you really want to 
say to the world.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You’re attracted to some
body, but still unsure as 
to why. Sometimes the 
heart understands what 
the mind cannot fathom.

Everything will be 
revealed in time — but 
tonight is one big ques
tion mark.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). There’s a message 
you’re broadcasting to 
everyone around you. Are 
you aware of what it is? 
Today brings deeper self
understanding. I f your 
message isn’t captivating 
the right audience, you 
can always change it!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Life isn’t coming at you in 
some kind of haphazard 
fashion. It’s being gener
ated for you, by you, from 
emotion to emotion. A 
realization helps you 
claim dominion over your 
world.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). Lately, people come 
running to you for advice. 
This is another one of 
those days. Some will be 
receptive to your sage 
wisdom. Others are mere
ly in the habit of asking 
you and then pretending 
to listen.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Whether or not 
knowledge is actually 
power remains to be seen. 
It really depends on how 
you use it. Think big. 
Figure out how you can 
benefit many instead of
l i i c f  21 fou r

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). Since you love to 
be challenged almost as 
much as you love to win 
easy, you’re in a dilemma 
now. Go for the big risk 
instead of playing it safe. 
Aries and Virgo people 
are lucky teammates.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). You remember what 
you were taught, but 
you’ll probably still have 
to shift your style to 
accommodate the current 
state of things. 
Adaptability is yoiu* hall
mark.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). There’s an opportuni
ty that comes to you sole
ly because someone else 
slipped up. Jump on this. 
Stock the fruit, cheeses

and drinks at home. Your 
unexpected visitors will 
be so impressed!

CELEBRITY PROFILES; 
Jared Leto is one of a 
handflil of actors to suc
cessfully make the often 
difficult transition to eye- 
lined rock star. Smartly, 
Leto never took the easy 
way out, instead opting 
for the tried and true 
method of pounding the 
rock ‘n’ roll pavement 
with his brother and their 
band, 30 Seconds to Mars. 
Capricorns excel through 
ch^lenge and hard work 
— and now 30 Seconds to 
Mars is a bona fide hit.

I f  you would like to write 
to Holiday Mathis, please 
go to www.creators.com 
and click on “Write the 
Author" on the Holiday 
Mathis page, or you may 
send her a postcard in the 
mail. To find out more 
about Holiday Mathis and 
read her past columns, 
visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.Qreators.com.

2003-04 HONDA Shadow 
Spirit. Like new. 12,674 miles. 
$4,300.00 firm. Pearl white, 
great deal. Call (432)263-0360.

A nnie’s Mailbox •: Advice for those in need
2006 HARLEY SPORSTER 
1200. Color is black cherry. 
7,000 miles. Samson pipes, 
custom seat, windshield. Ask
ing payoff or best offer. Please 
call (432)816-9567.

TO GIVE awav Free Comput
ers Call (432)264-0910,,

NOBODY A SKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

Dear Annie: 1 reside in 
a small, semi-rural town, 
and most everyone knows 
their neighbors. Recently, 
our quiet neighborhood 
had a very disturbing 
incident. One of our 
neighbors, “Louise,” 
hired a cleaning compa
ny, and after they left, 
Louise called the sheriff. 
She accused the cleaning 
people of stealing $20,000 
worth of jewelry. 1 was 
terribly upset that some
one would do such an 
awful thing.

The other day, 1 was 
talking to Louise’s daugh
ter, and she blatantly said 
her mother reports a jew
elry theft every six to 
eight months so she can 
collect the insurance. She 
has photographs of jewel
ry she has never owned 

just borrowed for eval
uation. Then the cleaning 
company usually compen
sates her for her “loss.” 
The company, of course, 
is always bonded and 
usually pays the money 
just to hush up the situa
tion.

This is grand theft. This

Kathy M itchell 
M arcy Sugar

woman collects fraudu
lently on insurance 
claims. She drives up our 
homeowners’ insurance 
premiums, and on top of 
that, destroys the reputa
tion of the cleaning serv
ice and probably gets the 
help fired. I think thi' s 
appalling. — Disgusted 
with My Senior Neighbor 
Lady

Dear Disgusted: We 
think it’s appalling, too, 
and we hope her daughter 
is exaggerating. You also 
can report Louise to the
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cleaning company to 
clear the names of the 
workers, but we know 
most neighbors are not 
willing to stick their 
noses in quite that far. 
Rest assured, if Louise 
does this on a regular 
basis, the police and her 
insurance company are 
onto her scheme, or soon 
will be.

Dear Annie: 1 read your 
column in the China Post. 
Lately, you’ve been get
ting lots of complaints 
from housewives who are 
fed up with their hus
bands’ touchy-feely 
behavior. I ’m talking 
about those men who 
can’t seem to keep their 
hands off their wives, 
even in public. Please 
allow me to show you the 
other side.

For several years, I, too, 
had to put up with a “big 
bad wolf’ husband. He 
insisted on holding my 
hand everywhere we 
went, and when we sat 
together he would pat my 
back, stroke my hair or 
even rest his hand on my 
leg. I found this annoy
ing, manipulative and 
controlling. But then 
something terrible hap
pened to change my way 
of thinking. I lost him in 
an automobile accident.

Now today, Annie, here 
I am telling myself I 
would give anything just 
to feel my husband’s 
touch one more time. To 
those women who are 
complaining, all I have to 
say is, count your bless
ings. Things could be 
worse. Your man could be 
an abuser, completely 
unaffectionate, or gone 
forever, like mine. So as 
long as he isn’t groping 
you in embarrassing 
places, I say you should 
learn to love your hus
band’s touch. — Learned 
Too Late in Taipei

Dear Learned Too Late: 
Most women love their 
husbands to hold their 
hands or stroke their 
hair. Thank you for 
reminding us what is 
important. Our condo
lences on your loss.

Dear Annie: This is in 
response to “Happy Boy’s 
Mom,” whose infant son 
was large. I ’m both a 
pediatrician and a mom. 
My son was huge for his 
age when he was in his 
early years. He was exclu
sively breastfed for the 
first nine months, so you 
couldn’t blame fries. Kids 
have their own growth 
curves in infancy and the 
toddler years. They start 
looking like their family 
members in size as they 
get older.

Moms get more advice 
than they need, and it’s 
exhausting if they try to 
accommodate all of it. My 
favorite response to unso
licited commentary 
worked well. I said, “Isn’t 
he wonderful! But, of 
course. I’m biased. I’m

his mom.” Grandma 
always told me you have 
to blow your own horn. 
It’s the only way you get 
to select the music you 
hear. — Dancing to the 
Music in Sunny 
California

Dear Dancing: Smart 
Grandma — and Mom. 
Thanks for writing.

Dear Annie: My hus
band is a private contrac
tor working in Iraq. 
When he came home on 
leave last October, he 
asked me to recondition 
his computer. While set
ting up his e-mail 
account, I noticed mail 
from an adult dating serv
ice. There were multiple 
e-mails from dozens of 
women. He had listed 
himself as a widower. I 
admitted I snooped, and 
he went ballistic.

An injury in December 
sent him home. While 
recuperating, he regis
tered with at least three 
adult swinger sites. 
Heaven knows how many 
people he met while I was 
at work. When I received 
the phenomenal phone 
bill, I hired a private 
investigator, who found e- 
mails, multiple profiles, 
names and numbers.

My husband is back in 
Iraq now and denies 
everything. I ’ve started 
counseling. I don’t know 
how many other wives go 
through this. Unlike mili
tary wives, we don’t have 
a big support network. No 
amount of money is 
worth this.

I curl up in a ball every 
night and bawl my eyes 
out. My husband has 
embarrassed me at 
church and made it 
impossible to hold my 
head up at the post office. 
I don’t know how many 
women he’s slept with. I 
am going to have to move 
pretty far away to get 
over this. Any sugges
tions? — Cheated On

Dear Cheated On: We’re 
glad you’re in counseling, 
because you need as 
much support as you can 
get. Don’t worry about 
what others may think. 
People are more sympa
thetic than you suspect, 
and many understand 
that you are going 
through a difficult time. 
There is a support web
site for those working in 
Iraq and their families. 
Please check out ameri- 
cancontractorsin iraq 
.com.

Dear Annie: I’m a 
recently divorced dad of 
two great kids. My ex and 
I have been able to 
remain friends, but some
thing has come up that 
makes me wonder.

In order to cut down on 
child-care expenses, we 
arranged for me to take 
the kids to school in the 
morning so my ex could 
go to work earlier and 
leave early to pick them 
vp after school. She drops

them off at my house at 
6:30 a.m., and I take them 
to school at 8:30. She 
picks them up at 3:00.

I found out her new 
beau gets off work at 6:30 
a.m. and that my ex isn’t 
getting into work until 9. 
Also, she’s enrolled the 
kids in an after-school 
program that gets out at 
5:30. I work 50-plus hours 
a week, then attend night 
classes, and I’m pretty 
wiped out getting up so 
early in the morning for 
my kids. Plus, we’re not 
saving money.

I pay my ex quite a bit 
in child support, but I 
wonder if  it’s just the 
kids I ’m supporting. I 
don’t want to upset the 
balance we’ve maintained 
for two years, but I don’t 
want to feel like a heel. ^  
Confuzzled in
Massachusetts

Dear Confuzzled; If tak
ing the kids in the morn
ing is a major hardship 
for you, you should rene
gotiate the arrangement. 
However, we think your 
major objection is that 
your wife wasn’t honest 
about her reasons. We 
suggest you have a calm, 
heart-to-heart, and let her 
know it’s not fair for you 
to subsidize her social 
life.

Dear Annie: I had to 
respond to the letter from 
“Stressed-Out Parents in 
Virginia,” whose 35-year- 
old daughter was addict
ed to drugs.

As a recovering addict 
(seven years clean), I can 
say the parents are doing 
additional harm to their 
daughter by enabling her. 
As long as they continue 
to bail her out of trouble, 
she will never get herself 
together. Once my par
ents finally stopped “help
ing” me, I had to do 
things on my own.

I was 34 years old with 
two kids when I decided 
to clean up my act. The 
daughter must want to 
get sober for herself. And 
prayer really does help. I 
wish them well and hope 
she realizes her life can 
get better before it’s too 
late. — A Walking 
Testimony

Dear Walking: Many 
readers wrote to say the 
same thing — that these 
parents are not helping 
by caving in. Thanks for 
being the Voice of 
Experience.

Annie's Mailbox is writ
ten by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors o f the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail 
your questions to annies- 
mailbox@comcast.net. or 
write to: Annie’s Mailbox. 
P.O. Box 118190, Chicago. 
IL  60611. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, 
and read features by oth^  
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators 
.com.
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