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Haskell Fire Dept.

sets car show

The Haskell Volunteer Fire
Department will host a car show
and swap meet August 23 in
downtown Haskell. First, second
and third place trophies will be
awarded in 10 classes: 1. Late
Great-64; 2. Street Machines; 3.
Hot Rods; 4. Older pickups-70; 5.
Pickups ‘71 & up; 6. Cars ‘65 &

p; 7. Antique cars and trucks 50

down; 8. Antique tractors; 9.

Motorcycles and 10. Best of Show
(selected by the public). A Hot
Wheels race is planned for the
kids and food will be available.
Early entries is $15, entries made
on the show day will be $18. A
raffle will feature chances on a
shotgun and bread machine. For
more information call Coy
Scoggins 864-6104.

Homecoming set
for Haskell-Mattson-

Weinert schools

The Haskell-Mattson-Weinert
School Homecoming Association
announces its 23rd biennial
homecoming celebration Friday
and Saturday, Sept. 26 and 27.
Theme will be ‘Precious Memo-
ries.” Robert Reynolds of Houston

vyill be the speaker on Saturday.
The Haskell Indians will play host
to the Albany Lions on Friday
night with kickoff at 8 p.m.

Reception to

welcome new agent
Greg Kaase and his family will
be honored with a reception
welcoming them to Haskell
County Wed., July 16 from 3:30
6 p.m. at the Extension Office
in Haskell. Kaase is the new
Haskell County Extension Agent.
He will be joined by his wife,
Amy, and baby daughter, Mason.

Bake sale

The Haskell Hospital Auxiliary

 will hold a bake sale Sat., July 12

"beginning at 10 a.m. Auxiliary

members are asked to have their
baked items at the store by 9:30
2°m. Proceeds of the sale will be
used to buy two convalescent
chairs for the hospital.

100% AMERICAN-The neighborhood in North Avenue J East had 100 percent participation in the
Rotary Club’s flag program July 4, due to the efforts of Grace Thomas. Thomas, a native Canadian,
has lots of patriotic spirit for her adopted country. The Rotary Club puts out about 250 flags five
times ayear to benefit its scholarship program. The next day to fly the flags will be Nov. 11, Veteran’s
Day. To have a flag in your yard, contact Abe or Ruby Turner or Nelda Lane.

Haskell 9-10 year old All-Stars advance to district tournament

Haskell Little League All-Stars
participated in the area tournament
last week. The district tournament
continues at Haskell Little League
field through Friday, July 11.

The Haskell 11-12 year old All
Stars won their first game against
Aspermont and defeated Stamford in

95

their second game.

In a game played to decide the
winner of the area round, Haskell
suffered a loss to Stamford to end
their competition in the double
elimination tournament.

The Haskell 9-10 year old All-
Stars advanced to the district

HASKELL 11-12 YEAR OLD ALL-STARS-Members of the Haskell 11-12 year old All-Star team are

front row left to right: Chase Seelke, Heath McCulloch, Alfred Ozuna, Angel Pena, Nicolas Crosson
and Wade Cothron. Back row: Josh Webb, Eddie Loyd, Nate Webb, Smiley Herrera, Bobby Loyd,
Ross Bullinger and Taylor Melton. Coaches are Eddie Loyd and Smiley Herrera.

L

tournament with a two wins against
Stamford 10-0, and 6-3. They faced
the Wichita Falls All-Star team on
Monday, July 7 and were defeated 7-
5. The Wichita Falls team entered
the tournament with one loss. The
Haskell team entered the district
level tournament undefeated, but

Fund for Hilee

nears halfway

A fund to help Hilee Mulligan
participate in the America’s Youth
on Parade national baton twirling
competition is growing.

The talented Haskell teenager has
an opportunity to compete at the
national level at the University of
Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana
July 22-26.

Fund raising efforts spearheaded
by the Haskell Free Press mark
needed funds at the halfway point.

Reservations and entry fees need
to be made as soon as possible.

Publisher John McDougal hopes to
reach the goal of $870 by July 15th
so that the necessary arrangements
may be made.

Hilee will attend the competition
with her mother, Lynn Dodson, and
her coach, Roz Love. College
scholarships are among the prizes
awarded during the week long
competition. :

If you would like to help Hilee
reach her goal, you may drop your
contributions by the Free Press
office.

mark
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HILEE MULLIGAN

Lonnie Meredith
named Kiwanis
Layman of the Year

Lonnie Meredith, Haskell Kiwa-
nis Club member, was recently
named Layman of the Year for 1996-
97 by Nancy Miller, Lt. Gov. Texas/
Oklahoma District Div. 35 in honor
of his work with the Haskell Cham-
ber of Commerce, service to his
community and service to his club.

Meredith was presented a certifi-
cate during a meeting of the local
club on Tues., June 24. Clubs in the
Texas/Oklahoma district include four
clubsin Abilene, three clubsin Clyde,
twoclubs in Sweetwater, the Haskell
club and the Stamford club.

has Monday’s loss against them in
the double elimination tournament.
Tournament play continued
Tuesday, July 8 when Knox City
faced Wichita Falls in the winners
bracket. Haskell played against
Graham on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.
Winners of the Tuesday and

HASKELL 9-10 YEAR OLD ALL-STARS—-Members of the Haskell 9-10 year old All-Star team are front

LONNIE MEREDITH

Wednesday game will play on
Thurs., July 10 at 7:30 p.m. A
final game is scheduled Friday, July
11 at 7:30 p.m. if needed.

A concession stand is available.
Grilled hamburgers and French fries
are also available.

row left to right: Eric Lewis, Cole Kruger, Brad Blanks, Geoffrey Phemister, Kendall Mitchell and
Jeremy Torres. Back row: Zach Haley, Josh Barbee, Jason Herrera, Ronald Chapman, Josh Tidrow
and Austin Coker. Coaches are Jerry Coker, Ronnie Chapman and Terry Blanks.

FOR NEWS ITEMS OR TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL 864-2686
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Ranch estate planning s

"A properly drawn estate plan
may save many ranch families over
$200,000 in estate taxes." This
statement, made by Wayne A.
Hayenga, Texas Extension
Economist and Attorney, assumes a
lot of information: a married couple
who "like each other" and want to
care for each other, who have a
ranch worth $1 million or more,
and want to pass it on to their
children.

" This is an eye opening fact for
many ranchers. In fact, many
people only worry about estate
planning if they hear of a friend's
"problem" in selling a ranch to pay
estate taxes. "But," Hayenga
continued, "for many families the

a properly prepared estate plan."

these complicated tax topics will be
held at College Station on August
10 and 11 at Texas A&M
University in conjunction with the
Annual Beef Cattle Shortcourse.
The seminar is structured to help
ranchers learn how to lower their
tax burden and ease administrative
burdens that affect passing their
estates to their loved ones. In
addition to discussing estate
planning systems, tax savings
possibilities will be discussed
using corporations, partnerships
and trusts when family members

PIZZA
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estate tax savings are not as large
as income tax savings if they have

A two-day seminar talking about

eminar set

are involved in the business.
Making gifts to avoid estate

taxes will be discussed also. "There

are three problems with making

_ gifts—the first is dying poor; the

second is the adverse income tax
consequences the gift can cause the
recipient; the third is when
somebody other than your intended
beneficiary ultimately gets the
gifted property.

Two problems that affect family
operations—planning for inflation
and growth needs of the business
will be discussed. Another topic,
how to be fair among all children
when one child is interested in the
ranch and others are not, will be

addressed.
The registration fee is $60.00

and registration information is
available from Wayne A Hayenga
or Christine Eubank, Agricultural
Economics Department, Texas
A&M University, College Station,
TX 77843. Phone (409) 845-2226.

Texas Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co.
Texas Farm Bureau Underwriters .
Southern Farm B Casualty |
Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Co.

Obituaries

Odell Helweg

Funeral services for Odell Helweg, 77, a lifelong
Haskell resident, were held Tues., July 8 at First Baptist
Church with Dr. Troy Culpepper officiating. Burial was
in Willow Cemetery under the direction of Holden-
McCauley Funeral Directors.

Mr. Helweg died Sat., July 5 at a Richardson
retirement home, where he had been living near his
daughters since 1995.

Born March 8, 1920 in Haskell, he was the son of
Lena Vokel and Emil Helweg. He married Eunice Viola
Darnell on June 14, 1941 in Stamford. She preceded him
in death on Jan. 18, 1995. He was a farmer, and a
member of the First Baptist Church, where he attended
the Ready Sunday School Class.

He was preceded in death by two grandsons, Scot*
Powers and Rich Hammack; two brothers, Bill and Oscar
Helweg; and one sister, Lindy Helweg Hollaway. ~

Survivors include three daughters, Beverly Powers of
Richardson, Susan Hammack of Rogers, and Kay Shaw
of Plano; eight grandchildren, Sylvia Andrews, Stephen
Powers, Chris, Angela and Bryan Hammack, and Tori,
Bailey and Darby Shaw. :

Pallbearers were Dan Griffith, David Frierson, _
Richard Albus, Joe Alves, Scott Alves and Charles *
Gibson. Honorary pallbearers will be the Ready Sunday
School Class and Woody Woodard.

Memorials may be made to the First Baptist Church,
Floral Fund-Nativity Scene, 301 N. Ave. E, Haskell,
TX 79521.

Haskell FCE Council meets

On May 28, the Haskell County  Presiding.

which will be held in Wichita Falls

mn Sept. Presentation of 50 year

Family and Community Education
Council met in regular session
with chairman Lena Tidwell

For recreation, Dolores Medford
from Homespun Club gave a
reading of "Through the Eyes of a
Child." Kathryn Schonerstedt,

For Health, IRA, Annuity, Auto,
Home or Life Insurance, call today.

HELPING YOU is what we do bes.

SANDY

FOREHAND

Sl FaRM
940-864-2647 S REURIRE Show.
940-864-3504

need

secretary, had roll call for twelve
members and eight guests. The
club presidents gave reports from
their monthly club meetings to
council. The treasurer's report was
given by Lennie Ruth Blankenship.

Thank you notes were read from
Tabetha Coker, Ross Bullinger and
Bergan Peiser for the 4-H Fashion

The yearbook committee is to
begin work on the yearbook and
anyone's
suggestions. The special committee
will meet after council and work on

Burnett, gave a report on the
district meeting that was held in
Jayton and the State Convention,

Each received a certificate and a 50
year member pin. @

Quilt chances are being sold by
club members for a quilt to be.

on the new Ag Agent to be here’
June 2. Homespun Club ladies

cabinets before council meeting.
An election of a new TAFCE

ideas and

paid by Aug. 1 and a list of

July 16. :

UNLIMITED
TOPPINGS
EXCLUDING
CHEESE

Get 2nd Pizza Only $4°0
PHONE 864-3976
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In these stormy financial times, it's comforting to
know that your money is safe and secure with us
because every depositor is fully insured for up to
$100,000 by FDIC, and that's guaranteed by the
U.S. Government itself.

And though we're as strong as ever, we thought you
would like to know that if you're saving for a rainy
day, your moiiey will be there come rain or shine!
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members was given by Joetta
Burnett to Martha Toliver and .
Myrtle Phemister Therwhanger. -

given away at State Meeting. A
The agent, Lou Gilly, reported

finished painting the kitchen '

vice-chairman and council reporter :~
was held and Jane Smith will be
our new officer. Dues need to be

30’4

information day, which will be held =~ members and addresses turned in to -

Sept. 24 at the Haskell the secretary.

Community Bank Building. Refreshments were served by the
The TAFCE Chairman, Joetta  Homespun FCE Club.

July council will be held onj
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Moeller, Olson united in

double rin

Tara Lea Moeller and Ryan
Eugene Olson were united in
marriage June 14 at First United
Methodist Church in Haskell. Rev.
Mel Swoyer of Lubbock performed
the double-ring ceremony.

The bride is the daughter of
Roger and Mollie Moeller of
Haskell and the granddaughter of
Alma Terrell of Haskell.

The groom's parents are Kitsie
Drinnon of Haskell and Max Olson
(! Stamford. He is the grandson of
Eugene and Bobbie Olson of
Stamford, Tom and Jacqueline
Ryan of Midland and step-grandson
of Buddy Drinnon of Haskell.

Heather Olson, sister of the
groom of Stamford, greeted and
registered guests in the foyer of the
church. Wedding programs were
given to guests by Ethan Olson,
cousin of the groom, of Abilene.

Pre-wedding music on the organ
was played by Mrs. Nelda Lane.

Brass candelabras entwined with
silk English ivy were featured at
the altar and were lit by sisters of
the groom, Holly Olson of
Stamford and Jaclyn Drinnon of
Haskell. Marking the pews were
ivory bows, decorated with
bouquets of English ivy, baby's
breath, nubrum lilies and accented
with a touch of burgundy.

Soloists were Katy Martin of
Wichita Falls, accompanied at the
piano by Teresa New, of Haskell
and Nick Jimenez, Jr., accompanied
Ly Philip Huff, of Haskell.

Tiffany Thomas served her sister
as matron of honor and bridesmaids
were Jill Cannon of North Port,
Florida, Nacole Lefevre of Lubbock
and Sharon Jiminez of Abilene.
Flower girl was Mackenzie
Thomas, niece of the bride of
Haskell.

Brandon McFadden of Lubbock
was best man. Groomsmen were
Monty Moeller, brother of the bride
of Bowie, Cody Cypert of Lubbock
4&.d Cory Green of Haskell.
Ringbearer was Hayden Moeller,
nephew of the bride of Bowie.
Ushers were Mik Everett, cousin of
the bride of Haskell, Eric Medford,
cousin of the groom of Iowa Park
and Cole Larned of Lubbock.

Mother of the bride wore a tea-
length hunter green crepe dress with
accented bodice of hunter green
lace, bateau neckline and slightly
full skirt.

The mothers of the bride and
g “oom wore corsages of ivory roses
with baby's breath. The
grandmothers wore corsages of
burgundy roses and baby's breath.

Entering with her father, the
bride was given in marriage by her
parents. She chose a Diamond
Couture by Moonlight, a gown of
ivory satin. The Sabrina neckline
plunged to a deep V in the back,
finished with scalloped Venise lace.
The long sleeves were covered with
Venise lace medallions. Re-
ermbroidered Alencon lace covered
the front bodice to the waist line
and extended on to the skirt
sprinkled with seed pearls and
sequins. The full skirt flowed to a
cathedral train. Her Venise forehead
band, sprinkled with seed pearls and
sequins, held the pouf of silk
illusion, which flowed to finger
tip.

The bride's bouquet was a
cascading bouquet of nubrum lilies,
minute ivory roses, baby's breath
and English ivy accented with seed
pe.is.

For something old, the bride
carried a lace handkerchief
belonging to her great-grandmother

NAME

It's Cheerleading

Camp Time!

RAH RAH RAK
Camp Cheer ‘em on

with Dee is Back. . .
Camp will focus on fundamentals of cheerleading: basic forms,
proper jumps and techniques for trying out for cheerleader.

July 21,
FIRST SESSION: 6 to 7 p.m. Ages 4 yrs.-Kindergarten (96-97)
SECOND SESSION: 7-9 p.m. 1st grade—6th grade (96-97)
CONTACT: Deanne Wallace Morgan
864-3786 home, after 5 p.m.
COST: $20-first session, $30-second session
COST INCLUDES FREE CAMP CHEER ‘EM ON T-SHIRT.

g ceremony

MR. AND MRS. RYAN OLSON

Josselet; something new was her
dress. Something borrowed was a
gold band worn on her right index
finger belonging to Grandmother
Terrell; something blue was her
garter and a penny was placed in her
shoe for good luck.

The bride's attendants were
attired in floor-Iength hunter green
taffeta dresses with chiffon
overlays. The princess cut dresses
with sweetheart neckline had wide
sheered chiffon straps accenting the
shoulders. The deep V-back was
accented by a chiffon bow. They
carried bouquets of ivory roses, silk
English ivy and baby's breath
accented with ivory ribbon.

The flower girl's dress featured a
hunter green bodice accented with
ivory minute roses at the waist and
sleeves and ivory silk skirt with
lace overlay. She carried an ivory
laced basket filled with fresh rose
petals.

The groom was attired in a black
formal tuxedo with matching vest
and satin tie. Groomsmen, ushers,
ring bearer and the father of the
bride and groom wore full dress
tuxedos accented with hunter green
cummerbund and bow tie. The
groom and his party wore
boutonnieres of ivory roses and
English ivy.

As the wedding party was taking
pictures following the ceremony,
guests were served a refreshing
glass of lemonade, by Brandi Briles
and Amy Cunningham of Haskell.

The parents of the bride hosted a
reception in the church's following
hall. Latice panels, adorned with
English ivy, roses and tulle as well
as lighted pole lamps and ficus
trees were featured behind the bride
and groom's tables.

The bride's table was covered
with an ivory cloth with an ivory
lace overlay. A centerpiece of fresh
flowers which held the glasses for
the traditional toast was the focal

Hospital

Admissions
Emma Bridges, Stamford
Joe Teague, Haskell
Ouida Shubert, Haskell
Mary Cabrera, Munday
Reginal Johnson, Stamford
Dismissals
Hallie Morgan, Jane Glenn,
Leonard Carroll, Garland Edwards,
Zenoble Wright

22 & 25

GRADE

T-SHIRT SIZE

GUARDIAN

PHONE

ADDRESS

point of the bride's table. Table
appointments were of silver. The
Italian cream cake was a waterfall
of three free standing layers with a
cascade of starburst lilies,
carnations, roses and daisies.
Serving at the bride's table was
Ember Josselet, cousin of the bride
of Haskell and Melissa Tatum of
Haskell.

The groom's table was covered
with a hunter green cloth and
appointed with brass serving
pieces. The chocolate cake was
adorned with fresh strawberries.
Also provided at each table was an
assortment of nuts and mints.
Serving at the groom's table was
Shayla Jeter of College Station and
Lisa Rodriquez of Denton.

The bride and groom threw the
bouquet and garter to the single
guests at the reception. Wedding
bubbles were passed out by the
groom's sister and as the couple left
the church in a chauffeured 1948
pink Ford, bubbles filled the air.

The bride and groom are
graduates of Haskell High School
and attend Texas Tech University.
she is employed by Martin Green,
P.C. and he is employed by the
Texas A&M Experiment Station in
Lubbock.

Following a wedding trip to
Cancun, Mexico, they are making
their home in Lubbock.

sekk

The rehearsal dinner, given by
the groom's parents, was held at
The First Christian Church
fellowship hall. Sunflower decor
highlighted the room as a dinner
buffet was served.

The bride and groom were
honored with a gift shower at the
Haskell National Bank Community
Room on June 1.

Nacole Lefevre hosted a
gathering of the bride's close
friends, in the home of Sharon
Lefevre on June 12.

A lingerie shower, hosted by
Tiffany Thomas was held in her
home on June 13.

Offer good June 1-30, 1997.
Not valid with any other offer.
Only at participating Drive-ins.

The descendents of Ivy and Clara
Stovall Cypert met for their annual
Cypert Reunion at the Fort
Phantom Lake cabin of Bobby and
Rowena Hester. The gat.ering was
held on the weekend of June 28, for
three days of visiting, fishing,
water sports, horseshoes, the
family auction and all kinds of
games. The lake was brimming full
and very close to the cabin. Fifty-
five relatives and visitors were in
attendance.

The Oscar and Hazel Cypert
family was represented by Oscar
and Hazel Cypert, Richard, Cathy,
Angela and Alan Albus, all of

Gardner sends
record book
fo state contest

by Greg Kaase
Haskell Co. Extension
Agent

Winners in the Texas
Agricultural Extension Service
Rolling Plains-3 District 4-H
Record Book Judging were selected
July 1, in Vernon. Ninety-nine
senior record books were judged in
35 different subject matter areas.

Haskell County 4-H'er, Brandy
Gardner, placed 1st with her
Wildlife & Fisheries record book.
With this accomplishment,
Brandy's record book will advance
to the State 4-H Record Book
Judging in College Station this
August, where she will compete for
scholarships and awards.

Record books are judged on the
basis of 4-H projects, leadership,
community service, 4-H story and
photographs.

Congratulations to Brandy and
good luck at state.

Kretschmer
family sets
reunionJuly 19

The Kretschmer reunion will be
held Sat., July 19 at the American
Legion Hall in Haskell at 2:00
p.m. A business meeting will be
held at 3:30.

An auction will be held, so
bring your crafts and goodies. The
pot luck meal will be served at
5:30 p.m. Tea and coffee will be
furnished. Entertainment will be
from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Entertaining will be Bonnie
Workman.

Friends and relatives are invited.

Student in the News
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Cypert family holds reunion

Munday.

The Rowena and Bobby Hester
family was represented by Rowena
and Bobby Hester and Michael
Hester of Haskell, Jerry and Wanda
Hester of Weinert, Billy Wayne,
Sheila and Shelly Hester of
Rochester, Wayne and Trisha
Hester of Anson, and Laurie, Paul
and Ashton Irby of Brownwood.,
Their visitor was Patrick Hall of
Munday.

The Ralph and Frances Cypert
family was represented by Ralph
and Frances Cypert, Randy Bob,
Sharon, Justin and Kelly Cypert, of
Munday.

Bobby and Dard Cypert of
Odessa attended but none of their

Klose, King

children were able to come this
year.
The Alice and Toby Yates
family was represented by Alice and
Toby Yates, Joe, Caron, Jace,
Dusty and TJ. Yates, Mary, Ed and
Lane Murphy, all of Weinert;
Linda, Ricky, Taylor and Tanner
Wade of Bryson, and Shanna,
Kevin and Bracken White of
Stephenville,

Billy Paul and Donna Cypert
attended from Munday.

The Dorothy and Gene Brown
family was represented by Dorothy
and Gene Brown of Munday, Heath
Guess of Weinert and Mark Brown
of Wichita Falls. Their visitors
were Missy and Austin Berend of
Wichita Falls.

married

May 21 in Dublin

Mr. and Mrs. Willbert H. Klose
of Haskell proudly announce the
marriage of their daughter, Camille
Annette Klose to Christopher Wade
King, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Owens of Clarendon and Mr. and
Mrs. Larry King of Amarillo. The
couple was married May 21 in
Dublin. ~

The bride attended Haskell High
School and graduated from Tarleton
State University with a bachelor's

Cost: $20 per flat

(18 four inch pots per flat)

COLORS: Mixed, Yellow with Blotch,
White with Blotch and Purple with Blotch.

degree in education.

The groom attended River Road
High School in Amarillo and
graduated from Tarleton State
University with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration.

The bride is employed by Glen
Rose Independent School District.
The groom is the manager of

Bovine Supply in Dublin.
The couple resides in
Stephenville.
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Stacey A. Bruns of Haskell
graduated from Texas Lutheran
University, Seguin, during

commencement exercises held in
the university's Jesse H. Jones
Physical Education Complex on
May 10. Bruns earned a bachelor of
arts degree in multidisciplinary
studies.

SNIL

We Do The Hustlel.

No Waiting
Call In Orders

©1997 America’s Drive-In Trust. Sonic and Brown Bag Special are trademarks of America’s Drive-in Trust

864-8533
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COLOR # OF FLATS AMOUNT
Mixed @$20.00
Yellow with Blotch @$20.00
White with Blotch @%$20.00
Purple with Blotch @$20.00

TOTAL

Malil or bring forms to: Haskell Chamber of Commerce
. 1st, Haskell, TX 79521
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SAVE
10 219!

SELECTED STYLES ONLY
Hurry in, the Once<AsYear Sale runs July 11-August 3, 1997!

Buy One Pair
at regular Price and get
another pair for only ..................

Paying the Price of the More Expensive Pair
All Sales Cash and Final

Summer Clothes Sale

40*-50" or

Many Racks — Large Selection
Dresses, Separates, & More

Personality-Slipper Shoppe

940/864-2501 « 864-3051
South Side of Square

Haskell, Texas




Page 4f-Thursday, July 10, 1997-The HASKELL FREE PRESS

OPINION

HIGHLIGHTS

By Lyndell Williams & Ed Sterling
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

New state and federal laws
making health insurance more
accessible to Texans took effect
July 1. Additional measures,
including a Health Insurance Risk
Pool for "uninsurable” people and
their families, should be in place
by the end of 1997.

The catalyst fo the changes was
the federal Health Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996-
commonly known as the
Kassebaum-Kennedy Act, which
also became effective April 1.

The 75th Legislature passed two
bills, both by Rep. Kip Averitt, R-
McGregor, and Sen. David Sibley,

R-Waco, to bring Texas into
compliance with the Kassebaum-
Kennedy legislation.

The federal and state bills apply
immediately to new health plans
started on or after July 1. For
existing health plans they take
effect on a plan's first renewal date
on or after July 1.

The new health insurance
measures do the following:

*Give workers with pre-existing
medical conditions credit for their
time in a previous health plan. A
provision known as health
insurance "portability."”

eMake virtually all individual

hospital, medical and surgical
policies-including major medical
plans—guaranteed renewable.
- *Enable businesses with as few
-as two -employees, including the
owner or owners, to obtain
coverage from participating
insurance companies and HMOs
under Texas' Small Employer
Health Insurance Availability Act.

*Treat school districts of any
size as small employers—at the
districts' option—for the purpose of
obtaining health insurance.

*Prohibit employer group health
plans from treating pregnancy or
genetic information as pre-existing
conditions.

*Require insurers writing health
plans for employers of 50 or more
workers to cover all or none of the
eligible workers and their
dependents. :

The Risk Pool will provide
individual major medical coverage
for people deemed "uninsurable"
because of their medical condition.

Coverage in the pool will not be
inexpensive. Premiums for the first
year must be between 125 percent
and 150 percent of a standard risk
rate will be calculated by the pool,
which will be governed by a nine-
member board of directors
appointed by Insurance
Commissioner Elton Bomer.

Bush Back Curriculum
Plan

Gov. George W. Bush called an
impromptu news conference last
week to endorse a new blueprint for
the basic subjects taught in Texas
schools, rejecting opposition from
religious conservatives.

Bush, who criticized the
curriculum proposal last fall by
describing it as "mushy," said it
has been reworked and is now
satisfactory.

"I appreciate very much the
voices of concern, but I believe this
document puts Texas on the leading
edge of educational change,” Bush
said. "After a lot of hard work by
Essential Knowledge and Skills
curriculum plan has been improved
a lot."

Six Republican board members
aligned with conservative religious
groups have opposed much of the
plan and have called for wholesale
changes that they contend will
make it more rigorous.

Lottery Panel Delays Bids

The Texas Lottery Commission
voted to delay seeking new bids on
the $100 million a year lottery
operator contract.

The commissioners had planned
to get the bid advertisements out by

June 30 but decided to give the-

agency's new executive director,
Lawrence Littwin, another month
to prepare the bid specifications.

Littwin previously worked for a
competitor of GTECH Holding
Corp., the state's current lottery
operator. GTECH officials, who
have opposed rebidding the
contract, had no comment on the
delay.

The commissioners also agree to
pay Frank Stern, a New Jersey
technical consultant, $187.50 an
hour, not to exceed $30,000, to
help draft the bid proposals.

Other Capital Highlights

oIf former pitching star Nolan
Ryan runs for agriculture
commissioner while his television
commercials for Dairy Queen and
Advil continue to air, Texas
television stations would have to
have his opponents equal air time,
a federal official told the Associated
Press. Ryan has told Texas Farm
Bureau officials he will seriously
consider running for agriculture
commissioner if his lucrative
television commercials can
continue.

eInsurance Commissioner Elton
Bomer has fined Professional
Liability Insurance Co. Ltd., a
Bermuda-based medical malpractice
insurance operation, $235,000 for
violating a previous order to stop
doing business in Texas without a
license. The fine is the largest ever
levied by a Texas Insurance
Commissioner for unauthorized
insurance.

eLarry Don McQuay of San
Antonio, a child molester who
sought surgical castration to stop
abusing children, was sentenced to
20 years in prison last week for a
second conviction on molestation
charges. In a one-day trial, McQuay
was convicted and given the
maximum sentence by state
District Judge Terry McDonald.
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From Out of the Past

From the files of The Haskell Free Press

10 Years Ago
July 9, 1987

State Rep. Rick Perry of Haskell
is one of 17 members of the Texas
House of Representatives listed on
the Honor Roll of Young
Conservatives of Texas.

Children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren honored Alma
Allen with a surprise luncheon and
party on her 88th birthday July 2.

20 Years Ago
July 14, 1977
The 4-H District Horse Show
was held at Vernon County
representatives from Haskell were
Carl Hopkins, Stacy Hager, Johnie
Morrow, Casey Hannsz, Carey
Hannsz, and Shawn Chambers.
Four Haskell girls attended the
Canyon Basketball Camp. Those
attending were: Kiersta Lane,
Mynea Jones, Laurie Reynolds, and
Kim Griffith.
30 Years Ago
July 13, 1967

In the regular meeting of the
City Council Tuesday night, Carl
Anderson was elected mayor
protem.

40 Years Ago
July 11, 1957

Eight Boy Scouts from Paint
Creek, Rule and Haskell,
accompanied by Troop 18
Scoutmaster M.E. Gene Overton
left Abilene Monday for Valley
Forge, Pa., where they will attend
the National Scout Jamboree. In the
Haskell County contingent were
Tom Bill Holden, Larry Horton,
Tom Horton, Jackie Whorton,
William Overton, Wallar Overton,
Mike Overton, and Dan Griffin.

50 Years Ago

; July 10, 1947
T/4 Jack L. Sellers, son of Mrs.
Lura Sellers of Haskell, has been
promoted to the rank of Technician
fourth Grade. He is overseas in
Korea assigned to the 706
Ordinance Company as an Artillery

Mechanic. The 706th is is a unit of
the Sixth Infantry Division which
is on occupation duty in Southern
Korea.

J.M Diggs, postmaster, has been
notified that the present 3-cent letter
rate and all other postal rates have
been made permanent by act of
congress.

90 Years Ago
: July 1907

The Foster and Neal Grocery was
burglarized Monday night and two
hams, ten buckets of coffee, a box
of cigars and several sacks of flour
and probably other merchandise not
missed was taken. Entrance to the
house was effected by prying the
double doors apart and breaking the
top latch. This is the first crime of
the kind committed in our town,
except a minor offense by small
boys, and the citizenship sincerely
hope the culprits will be caught and
punished.

Bills attempt to close public access

submitted by Dolph Tillotson,
Editor and Publisher, The
Galveston County Daily News and
Roy McQueen, Publisher, Snyder
Daily New Co-Chairs Legislative
Advisory Committee

Among more than 5,000 bills
filed during the 75th session of the
Texas Legislature, about 200
attempted to close some aspect of
government to public access.

Sadly, this effort is not unusual.
Virtually every session of the
Legislature produces scores of bills
that would close various records and
meetings.

Just as sadly, the perennial
enemies of open government are
tax-supported groups set up to
serve the public. Most notable
among them in 1997 were the
Texas Municipal League, the
University of Texas Board of
Regents, the Texas Association of
School Boards and the Texas
District and County Attorneys
Association.

Obviously, both the public and
press have an interlocking and
compelling interest in keeping

_government open.
That is why last November, the
Texas Daily Newspaper

Association and the Texas Press
Association formed a joint
Legislative Advisory Committee.

The committee's purpose was to
identify and fight any bill that
keeps Texans out of state and local
government meetings or restricts
access to public records.

Over the past several legislative
sessions, the Texas Municipal
League has established itself as the
most active opponent of open
government in Texas.

In the 1995 session, TML
opposed the Public Information Act
(HB1718) by Sylvester Turner, D-
Houston. This session, it opposed
the "staff briefings" bill (SB308)
by Jeff Wentworth, R-San
Antonio. On March 10, TML sent
out a memo to members urging
opposition to SB 308.

TML also fought for one of the
worst open records bills of the
session—-HB 960 by Will Hartnett,
R-Irving. It would have removed
some of the computer-generated
information and records from the
state's cost-copy guidelines. The
bill failed.

In addition, TML supported
what was perhaps the worst threat
to open government-HB 399 by
Toby Goodman, R-Arlington, a
bill which removes accident reports
from police logs.

Gov. George W. Bush vetoed
one version of the bill in stand-
alone form, but it was attached as
an amendment to another bill and
became law.

HB 399 illustrates the problem
of attempting to track the open-
government impact of some 5,000
bills as they are debated, amended
and re-amended in a short time-
frame. Almost every session, some
damaging legislation slips through.

Here is a summary of the fate of
a few key open government bills:

SB 308, by Wentworth, died on
point of order. The bill's intent was
to close a loophole in the Texas
Open Meetings Act that allows
staff members to brief government
bodies behind closed doors.
Opponents of this open
government measure in its original
form included the UT regents, TML
and the Texas Association of
School Boards.

Before the bill died, both UT and
the TASB attached amendments to
exempt them from the bill.

SB 1101, the Holmes vs.
Morales bill, by Wentworth. This
bill was a response to a 1996 Texas
Supreme Court ruling, and it would
have reopened access to some
investigative files. The bill died in
its original form and was later
attached as an amendment to HB
951 and passed, but in a much-
diluted form. Now, the public may
see only information Texas district
attorneys deem to be open, a small
improvement.

SB 1850, the privatization bill,
by Ken Armbrister, D-Victoria. it
would have provided at least some
accountability for public dollars
spent on former state functions that
are privatized. Unfortunately, the
bill died in the House Calendars
Committee.

HB 531, by John Shields, R-
San Antonio. this bill would have
permitted the Texas Department of
Insurance to expunge records of
violation committed by an
insurance agent if the agent
remained clean for six years. The
bill was attached as an amendment
to another bill in the House and
Craig Eiland, D-Galveston, wisely
killed the amendment in
committee.

HB 3162, by Kim Brimer, R-
Arlington. This bill, filed on behalf
of the Texas Railroad Commission,
would have allowed the RRC to
ignore copy cost guidelines on
requests for oil and gas log
information. The bill died after
newspapers ran stories and
editorials explaining it.

HB 951, by Sylvester Turner,
D-Houston. This bill was passed
and recently was signed by Gov.
Bush. The bill allows for e-mail
and facsimile requests for
information from public bodies.
The bill also contains language
seeking to correct the Holmes vs.
Morales problems.

During the recently ended
session, newspapers succéeded in
passing some good legislation and
in defeating some terrible bills that
would have made officials less
-accountable to the people they
serve.

Much work remains, however.
As each new session of the
Legislature proves, maintaining
open government in Texas requires
constant vigilance.

The enemies of open
government are strong, well
organized, patient and persistent.
Those who favor open government
must be equally committed.

Legal
Matters

by Dan Morales, Attorney General

The North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) created a
wealth of new
opportunity for both the United
States and Mexico, and for Texas in
particular. Total US-Mexico trade
is up from $27 billion in 1989 to
$130 billion in 1996. Eighty
percent of all overland U.S-
Mexican trade moves through

Texas, and most of it is transported

by trucks.

Along with this opportunity
comes a responsibility for Texas
government to ensure that our
state's laws, as well as its health,

safety, and environmental standards

are upheld. As Attorney General for
the State of Texas, I am determined
to se¢ that the promises of NAFTA
do not become a burden on Texas
taxpayers or a strain on our roads,
our environment, or our quality of
life.

Concerns about increased
truck traffic

There are a number of reasons to
be concerned about increased
Mexican truck traffic on Texas

highways. For one thing, the

Texas-Mexico border has become a
high intensity drug trafficking area.
Mexico is a major transit route for
cocaine, heroin, methamphetamines

and marijuana entering the United
States. It has also become one of
the most significant money
laundering centers in the
hemisphere.

In addition, many Mexican
trucks operate under safety standards
that are considerably less stringent
than our own standards for vehicle
maintenance, insurance and driver
training. It is estimated theat fewer
than 5 percent of the approximately
6,000-8,000 Mexican trucks that
‘cross into Texas each day meet
U.S. standards—and more than one-
fourth of these trucks -carry
corrosives, chemicals, explosives,

“jet fuel, poisons, toxic waste and

pesticides.

Other concerns involve the
accelerated deterioration of Texas
highways. Domestic trucks are
required to weigh no more then
80,000 pounds whereas many
Mexican trucks top the scales at
more than twice the limit.

Enforcement efforts at this time
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