
“There will always be some 
things, favorite brands, that 
people don’t have a willing-
ness to sub, and some of 
those still might be hard to 
find in some areas.”
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During their September 
8th meeting, the High Plains 
Underground Water Con-
servation District (HPWD) 
Board of Directors approved 
a resolution setting the 2020 
ad valorem tax rate at $.0055 
per $100 valuation for opera-
tion and maintenance of the 
district.

 The adopted 2020 tax rate 
is less than the no-new-rev-
enue tax rate of $0.00604 per 
$100 valuation. 

Persons with $100,000 in 
property value will pay $5.50 
in annual taxes to HPWD 
under the approved rate as 
compared to $6.30 in 2019. 
The HPWD 2021 fiscal year 
begins October 1st. 

 “The HPWD Board of Di-
rectors have lowered the tax 
rate each year since 2014. It is 
our priority to have balanced 
annual budgets. This allows 
us to reduce the tax rate for 
operation of the district, 
while at the same time, im-
prove services for constitu-
ents in our 16-county service 
area,” said Board President 
Lynn Tate of Amarillo. 

The HPWD Board of Di-
rectors also approved an or-
der canceling the November 
3, 2020 general election in 
District Directors’ Precincts 
Three and Four. 

Tony Beauchamp of Friona 
and Lynn Tate of Amarillo 
were the unopposed can-
didates for Precinct Three 
District Director and Pre-
cinct Four District Direc-
tor, respectively. This will be 
the first four-year term for 
Beauchamp and the third 
four-year term for Tate. They 

will receive their respective 
Oaths of Office at a future 
Board meeting.

 Incumbent Precinct Three 
District Director Mike Beau-
champ of Friona did not 
seek re-election. He was first 
elected to the position in 
2012.

 Under the Texas Election 
Code, the water district may 
cancel an election if the can-
didates whose names are 
to appear on the ballot are 
unopposed; there are no de-
clared write-in candidates; 
and there is no proposition 
to appear on the ballot.

 The Election Code also 
provides that the unopposed 
candidates be declared duly 
elected to their respective of-
fices.

 Precinct Three includes 
Bailey County, the portion 
of Castro County within the 
district, and Parmer County.

 Precinct Four includes the 
portions of Armstrong, Deaf 
Smith, Potter, and Randall 
Counties within the district.

 Created in 1951 by lo-
cal residents and the Texas 
Legislature, the High Plains 
Water District works to con-
serve, preserve, protect, 
and prevent the waste of 
underground water within 
its 16-county service area. 
HPWD is the first groundwa-
ter conservation district cre-
ated in Texas. 

Be sure to “like” the High 
Plains Water District Face-
book page to receive updates 
on district activities or follow 
on Twitter at @HPUWCD. 
Visit the website at www.
hpwd.org.

HPWD Board lowers 2020 tax rate

Food supply chain regaining stability
Agriculture industry working to meet, adjust to consumer needs
By Kay Ledbetter

Links of the food sup-
ply chain, especially the 
meat supply, are regaining 
strength after periods of un-
certainty during the early 
months of the COVID-19 
pandemic, once again in-
stilling consumer confi-
dence, according to Texas 
A&M AgriLife experts. 

As supplies strengthen, 
however, the purchasing 
practices of consumers 
could be changing as a re-
sult of the pandemic, and 
creating a “new normal” 
instead of returning to pre-
pandemic practices, said 
David Anderson, Ph.D., Tex-
as A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service economist in the 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics, College Station. 

Anderson said prior to the 
COVID-19 shutdowns, con-
sumers typically purchased 
about 50% of their food from 

grocery stores for home 
consumption and then 
other 50% was met through 
outside food services, such 
as restaurants and schools. 

The food service side of 
that equation has not com-
pletely recovered, he said, 
as restaurants are still oper-
ating at a limited capacity, if 
they reopened, and schools 
are just now starting to 
open, but again, not all the 
students will return to the 
institutions. So, the food 
supply chain is still adjust-
ing to the changing markets. 

There are still some con-
cerns within the agriculture 
industry and getting back 
to the balanced market-
place will take an economic 
recovery that reduces un-
employment and revives 
household incomes, said 
Greg Pompelli, Ph.D., di-
rector of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife-led Center of Ex-
cellence for Cross-Border 
Threat Screening and Sup-
ply Chain Defense Center, 
or CBTS, a Department of 
Homeland Security Science 
and Technology Center of 
Excellence. 

Also, given the impor-
tance of global markets to 
U.S. agriculture, the focus 
will be on returning to pre-
pandemic trade levels, Pom-

pelli said. Trade disputes 
and the pandemic’s impact 
on the incomes of global 
consumers have added un-
certainty about the strength 
of export market opportuni-
ties for U.S producers.

 
Meeting consumer needs

Both Pompelli and Ander-
son agreed that consumers 
are finding most items they 
want and need at the gro-
cery store level, although 
it might not include all of 
their favorites just yet. 

“Where we see changes at 
the retail level boils down 
to human behavior. In the 
early days of the pandemic 
with paper towels or toilet 
paper, people assumed they 
wouldn’t be able to find 
these products for a year, so 
they stocked up. Now they 
are settling into new rou-
tines and sometimes with 
new products” said Pom-
pelli. Now, he said, consum-
ers are adapting and mov-
ing away from their initial 
reactions as their concerns 
about food availability have 
diminished. 

“Today, for the most part, 
consumers who go to the 
grocery store might not see 
exactly what they want, but 
there are a lot of substitutes 
available,” Pompelli said. 

Comptroller distributes $765 
million in monthly sales tax revenue

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced today he 
will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and spe-
cial purpose taxing districts 
$765.3 million in local sales 
tax allocations for Septem-
ber, 4.5 percent less than in 
September 2019. These al-
locations are based on sales 
made in July by businesses 
that report tax monthly. Ris-
ing COVID-19 infection rates 

in July likely suppressed eco-
nomic activity. 

The City of Friona will 
receive $48,651.63 for Sep-
tember. This payment is 
50.07 percent higher than 
the $32,418.10 received last 
September. The 2020 year-
to-date allocation total of 
$399,743.70 is 33.65 percent 
higher than the $299,075.88 
the city received last year 
during the same time frame.

The 2020 Homecoming Queen will be named before the Friona-Dalhart foot-
ball game this Friday night. The pre-game festivities will begin at 6:30 at Chief-
tain Field. Queen nominees are (l-r) Nohemi Castillo, Rebecca Maldonado, 
Kayli Stone, Tiffany Sandoval, and Yazmyne Romero.

Muleshoe punts the ball away last Friday night in first half action. The Chieftains remained unbeaten for 
the year with a 27-20 win. Friona will host Dalhart for Homecoming this Friday night. It will be the last 
non-district game of the season. See more on page 8.
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  1  Livingston is the
      seat of this county
  5  In Concho County
      on U.S. 83 & 87
  6  28th governor, Pat
      Morris ____
  7  “what __  __ be
      done?”
  8  TX’s country briefly
      (1861-65) (abbr.)
  9  a “no-no” in 2020
      pandemic
16  TX-born actress,
      Capshaw
18  how sound is trans-
      mitted in a room
21  TXism: “get your
      ducks __ a row”
22  “____ Star State”
23  this Masterson had
      1st gunfight in TX
24  “i.e.” (2 wds.)
30  underneath settings
      on a dining table
34  dir. from Mineola
      to New Boston
35  TX company name
      before H-E-B: “_  _
      ____ Grocery”
36  TXism: “strike while
      the ____ is hot”  
37  El Paso has statue
      of conquistador
      Juan de _____
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52  Jordan Akins pos. on
      the Houston Texans
53  elected co. prosecutor
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55  old Dallas area (2 wds.) 
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61  “The eyes of 
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      you . . .”

13  old timers use _ 
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      to play “42”
14  medical scan
15  Rush Limbaugh
      network?
17  joined up with
      the military
19  TXism: “you ___ 
      ____ that to the
      bank” (certain)
20  Bob of 1946 “Rio
      Grande Raiders”
24  1993-94 Ranger
      closer, Henke (init.)
25  TXism: “no flies on
      ___” (pretty girl)
26  TX summers are
      not _  ___ of roses

27  Rice sports complex:
      “_____ Fieldhouse”
28  hit for TX-born
      Johnny Mathis: “___ 
      ___ for Me to Say”
29  Sam Houston _____
      in Huntsville is 67
      feet tall
31  Astro player and 
      manager, Howe

32  dove sound  
33  thrown into chaos
38  TXism for “small
      pond” (2 wds.)
40  Rangers drafted
      this Robb in 1987
41  father
42  it’s placed on skin
      for an EKG
48  animal jaws
50  founding member 
      of TX band Eisley:
      Sherri Du____
51  ___ gallon hat
56  _____ Gay carried
      first atomic bomb
57  underwater radar
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September 11
• Patriot Day

September 18
• Homecoming Football Game vs. Dalhart
Pregame starts at 6:30

September 19
• “50 fo 50” drawing at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Friona Volunteer Fire Department

September 21
• Friona Noon Lions Club Meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen

September 22
• Snack Pak 4 Kids at 3:00 p.m. north entrance 
of Friona United Methodist Church

U.S. Government
President: Donald J. Trump, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
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Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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Texas:
670,000 cases
13,855 deaths

United States:
6,350,000 cases 
190,000 deaths

Worldwide:
27,600,000 cases 
898,000 deaths
18,600,000 recoveries

Coronavirus cases confirmed

COVID-19 News
As of September 2, 2020
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You can listen to Chei-
ftain football on KGRW 
94.7 Kickin’ Country and 
online at Network1sports.
com/station/kgrw

The broadcast will begin 
Friday night at 6:30 p.m. 
with pre-game coverage 
and analysis. Kickoff is at 
7 p.m. There is also a post-
game show with com-
ments from coaches and 
players and final thoughts 
from the broadcasters. 

Chieftain football is on the air!!!

The Earth Roping Club will be hold-
ing its annual Ranch Rodeo in Earth 
on Friday and Saturday, September 
18-19. The ranch rodeo begins at 7 
p.m. each night and will include such 
events as wild cow milking, bronc rid-
ing, branding, stray gathering, and 
sorting.    

This will be the 78th year for the 
rodeo, which was established by the 
Earth Roping Club in 1942. The Earth 
Ranch Rodeo is one of several such 
rodeos held for working cowboys 
off of real ranches. The Earth rodeo 

will draw cowboys and cowgirls from 
working ranches across the region ex-
tending into Oklahoma and Colorado.    

The ranch rodeo is sanctioned by 
the Working Ranch Cowboys Associa-
tion. Ranch rodeos are held in other 
communities including Haskell, Roar-
ing Springs, and Alpine; Fort Sumner, 
NM; Hugo and Lamar, CO; Waurika 
and Claremore, OK, Camp Verde, AZ; 
and in Kansas and Nebraska. Those 
competing are seeking cash prizes as 
well as points to advance to the world 
championship which will be held in 

Amarillo in November.    
There will also be a junior ranch 

rodeo for youngsters 16 and under 
which will be held at 2 p.m. The junior 
events will include sorting, doctoring, 
trailer loading, branding and steer rid-
ing. Contact Tripp Townsend at (806) 
647-6149 for more information.

Concessions will be available at 
each performance.

For more information about the 
Earth Ranch Rodeo, contact Rex Fen-
nell at (806) 773-6366 or email him at 
rhinoroffing-@yahooo.com.

Earth hosts Ranch Rodeo

The Friona City Council met in regular 
session on Monday, September 14th at 
6:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers 
at 619 Main in Friona, Texas. The meet-
ing began with a roll call, an invocation, 
and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Friona City Council approved a 
budget of $4,562,501 for 2021 fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 2020 and ending 
September 30, 2021.

 The Council also approved setting the 
2020 tax rate at $0.6894 per $100 valua-
tion for the operation and maintenance 
of the city. The adopted 2020 tax rate is 
less than the no-new-revenue tax rate 
of $0.6982 per $100 valuation and is the 
same rate that was approved for 2019. 

In other business, the Council ap-
proved the Accounts Payable and Fi-

nancial Statement for August 2020. 
Four agenda items were sent back to 
the Building and Standards committee 
for their review and recommendations. 
The Minutes of the August 10, 2020 regu-
lar council meeting and the August 31st 
special budget workshop meeting were 
approved. 

An interlocal agreement with PRPC 
was also approved concerning applica-
tion assistance and administration of 
possible grants.

 The Council approved the budget for 
the Friona Economic Development Cor-
poration for fiscal year beginning Octo-
ber 1, 2020 and ending September 30, 
2021. Approval was also given for two 
FEDC recommendations concerning 
loans to Parmer Paws and Becky’s Bur-

ritos. Parmer Paws will receive a $50,000 
loan to help pay for the new facility at 115 
W. 11th and Becky’s Burritos will receive 
a $25,000 loan to construct signage and 
a driveway. 

City Hall will be closed on September 
29th and 30th for year-end procedures. 

The next council meeting was resched-
uled to Tuesday, October 13th due to the 
Columbus Day holiday.  

All meetings are open to the public. 
The City Council reserves the right to go 
into Executive session at any time. Go 
to cityoffriona.com to find the agendas 
and minutes from previous meetings. 
Information in this article is only a sum-
mary. Any questions concerning specific 
actions should be directed to the City 
Council.

City Council approves budget and tax rate

The new Primary 
school building is 
beginning to take 
shape. Crews are 
working on the 
“steel skeleton” 
with the help of a 
large crane. Mild 
weather has also 
aided in the prog-
ress of the project.
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Fun 
Stuff

peppers
heritage

diversity

                                                              1. A celebration of Hispanic 
                                                                  __________ starts in mid- 
                                                                  September and lasts a month.
                                                               2. The first day is based upon the 
      ________ Day anniversary of five Latin American countries: 
      Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
3. The U.S. Hispanic population comes from about 20 countries that shared
    a cultural heritage with the once-ruling European country of __________.
4. About one-third of Hispanic Americans __________ to the U.S., 
    meaning that about 65% were born here.
5. In 2019, 59 million Hispanic people in the U.S. made up about 18% of the ______!
6. __________ ,  Texas and Florida have the largest Hispanic populations in the U.S.
7. The state of Florida in 1822 elected Joseph Marion Hernández to be the first Hispanic American __________.
8. In 2009, Sonia Sotomayor, (whose parents came from Puerto Rico), 
    became the first Hispanic person appointed to the U.S. __________ Court.  
9. Millions of Hispanic people in America speak __________ and because their families originally came from 
    places once ruled by Spain (Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, etc.), Hispanics speak many Spanish dialects too.  
10. Hispanics’ buying power is more than 1.7 trillion __________ a year!
11. Giant cell phone ________ Brightstar Corp., was founded by Hispanic American Marcelo Claure.
12. Founded in 1936, Goya Foods is the largest Hispanic owned ________ company in America.
13. Everyone loves Hispanic dishes! Some of the most popular may 
      include beans, rice, beef, chicken and hot or spicy __________. 
14. The American experience is one of different peoples and cultures. Celebrate  
      our nation’s___________ and enjoy everything Hispanic culture offers!

Hispanic Heritage
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     My grandparents, who came to the 
U.S. from Panama, teach me about the 
people and culture there through
stories, songs and cooking. I share
with them all the cool things I learn 
here in school and from my friends.

  I like school,
baseball and
video games!

Learn 
About

14

Read the clues 
    to fill in the 
      puzzle and...

 Yum, flan
de calabaza!

     Check out your favorite library for 
these two good books by Pam Munoz Ryan:
  Esperanza Rising and The Dreamer. 

     Explorers who sailed for the Kings and Queens of this 
country claimed the lands they reached by ship and brought 
the Spanish language. Can you fill in the missing consonants 
to complete the name of the country? __ __ ai__

1
2

3

4 1. Rice
2. Bean
3. Cheese
4. Lettuce
5. Onion
6. Pork
7. Chicken
8. Fish
9. Cream
10. Tomato
11. Lime
12. Oranges

1. Pollo
2. Naranjas
3. Tomate
4. Haba
5. Queso
6. Cebolla
7. Cal
8. Pescado
9. Cerdo
10. Lechuga
11. Arroz
12. Crema

1. A dish originating in Mexico. It is a small circle of fried maize 
   (corn) soaked in lime, then topped with refried beans, cheese, 
    lettuce, onions, salsa and sometimes pork and chicken.
2. A dish from Spain, uses simmered rice, chicken, chorizo 
    (Spanish sausage), scallops, shrimp, tomatoes, green 
    beans and other vegetables and spices.
3. This dish can be found in Mexico, Panama and Peru.  It is raw fish, first soaked
     in lime juice, oranges, sliced onions and garlic.  It is eaten like a dip or a salad.
4. This is a Honduran dish.  It is a deep fried tortilla, folded over and filled with 
     refried beans and a special blend of sour cream, salt, and heavy cream. 

Delicious Dishes!

      Here are some popular ingredients in Hispanic cooking. Can 
you match the English word to its Spanish name?

Food in English or Spanish
     Read the clues to 
learn about 4 delicious 
dishes. Then fill in the 
crossword!

sope

ceviche
baleadaspaella

    My grandfather came 
from Cuba and now owns
a restaurant. He likes to 
cook many dishes including 
some from his homeland.  
One of the most popular is 
ajiaco, a stew made with
pork and different kinds of root 
vegetables...yum! He also makes delicious 
“fries” using yucca, a root vegetable 
that can be used much like a potato.

     The native people of these countries already had their 
own languages, but Spanish was used too, so they 
often blended Spanish and their own language together.
     Today, there are many different dialects of Spanish spoken by people  
who have come to live in the United States: South American Spanish, 
Caribbean Spanish and North American Spanish, just to name a few.

1.  __  E  __  I  __  O
2. __  E  __  I  __  E
3. __  O  __  __  A        __  I  __  A
4. __  L        __  A  __  __  A  __  O  __
5. __  U  A  __  E  __  A  __  A
6. __  O  __  __  U  __  A  __

7. __  I  __  A  __  A  __  U  A
8. __  A  __  A  __  A
9. A  __  __  E  __  __  I  __  A
10. __  __  I  __  E
11. __  O  __  O  __ __  I  A
12. E  __  U  A  __  O  __

Many Languages From Many Countries
     Fill in the blanks with the missing consonants to spell the names  
of countries that some of our Hispanic population has come from:  

Mexico

Belize

Costa Rica
El Salvador

Guatemala

Honduras
NicaraguaPanama

Argentina
Chile

Colombia
Ecuador
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  My family came to the 
U.S. from Mexico. I am
learning English! 

  I’m from Puerto Rico. 
I speak in English and 
in Spanish.
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   Kids: 
color
stuff

in!

We always enjoy a festival of... ...stories, music, dance and games!

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from September 3, 2020 to September 10, 2020

Susie Spring, County Clerk

From the Friona Star Archives

DIANNA & DARIO HERNANDEZ at the Marine 
Base in San Diego during a Jane Wayne Day when 
wives of the Marines are invited to the base and 
allowed to dress in Marine gear and fire several 
different Marine weapons. That is why Dianna is 
dressed in military gear. Courtesy Photo (Friona 
Star, August 26, 2004)

(9/11/20) Eric Childers, 31, of Rio Ranch, New Mexico was 
arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on a MTR (Bur-
glary of Habitation), pending District Court. 

(9/12/20) Judah Wood, 47, of Prague, Oklahoma was arrested 
by the Friona Police Department on charges of Possession CS 
PG2 > 4g < 400g, pending Grand Jury and Possession Marijuana 
< 2 oz, pending County Court.

(9/8/20) Riddle 704 LLC — Victor Hernandez, Veronica 
Zamora — All of L 6 and 7 and part of 8 B 75 in the Original 
Town of Bovina in Parmer County 

(9/10/20) Jarrell Wright, Karen Wright, Wright Supplemental 
Needs Trust — Blake Stowers, Katelynn Stowers — 1.69 Ac tract 
out of the NE part of a tract as the S 243.25 Ac of Sec 31 Charles 
E Harding Subdiv in Parmer County

Small Town Cookin'
Football Food

I was glad to have football back on tv this last weekend and 
it had me craving easy to prepare and easy to eat appetizers to 
enjoy during the games.  I have included some oldies, but good-
ies this week. 

Party Wieners
By Vickie Field

From the Friends of the Library Cookbook

1 pkg. Li’l Smokies sausages
1 jar apple butter

Put Li’l Smokies in a crock pot and pour apple butter over the 
Li’l Smokies.  Heat for 30 minutes to an hour.  Great for party 
snacks.

Sausage Dip
Carolyn Stowers

From the Drake Family Cookbook

1 lb. mild sausage
1 can Ro-Tel Diced tomatoes and chilies
8 oz. cream cheese

Brown sausage; crumbled.  Add Ro-Tel.  Add cream cheese.  
Simmer until cream cheese melts.  Serve with tortilla chips. 

Supper Nachos
By Lois Brimhall

From the Olton Young Homemakers Cookbook

2 cans refried beans
2 lbs. ground beef, browned
½ large onion, chopped
½ c. green chilies, chopped
 1 pkg. Lawry’s taco sauce mix
½ c. water
6 oz. Monterrey Jack or Longhorn cheddar cheese
1 pkg. frozen guacamole, or make your own
½ c. sour cream
3 green onions, chopped
1 tomato, chopped
Corn Tortilla chips

Spread refried beans in bottom of a casserole dish.  For the sec-
ond layer, brown the ground beef with the onion.  Then add 
the green chilies, the taco mix, and water to the meat.  Cook for 
2 minutes until well combined.  Then spread over the beans.   
Spread the grated cheese over the meat mixture.  At this point, 
the dish may be covered and refrigerated until just before serv-
ing.  Heat oven to 350oF until hot and cheese is melted.  Then 
top with guacamole, sour cream, green onions, and tomatoes.  
Serve with tortilla chips. 

These FHS seniors are showing their “can-do” spirit by unloading a trailer full 
of empty aluminum cans to sold to help fund class events. The workers includ-
ed (l-r) Rebecca Schlenker, Kayli Stone, Victoria Gonzalez, Marc Mendoza, 
Adrian Legarreta, Tiffany Sandoval, Emily Amaya, Kambree Kimbrough, An-
gel Carranza, Juan Salinas,  and Alex Guerra (below). The load netted $455.00 
for the Class of 2021. Be sure to keep unloading your empty cans into the trail-
er which is located on the north side of the Fire Department on Main Street.

According to the Texas 
drought monitor map, our 
area is listed as in a extreme 
drought. Our last good rain 
was on July 28th. Unfor-
tunately, no rain is on the 
horizon and the La Niña 
weather pattern is not favor-
able for our region.

 «««
The abundance of smoke 

from the wildfires has 
caused air pollution to spike 
across the western part of 
the country. The worst lev-
els are focused on North-
ern California and western 
Oregon. Experts have said 
that inhaling pollution from 
these wildfires is like smok-
ing 25 cigarettes a day.

 «««
Governor Abbott an-

nounced that Wesco Air-
craft Hardware Corpora-
tion, which now operates 
under the brand name In-
cora™ (Wesco), will relocate 
its headquarters from Cali-
fornia to Fort Worth, Texas, 
bringing more than $6 mil-
lion in capital investment 
and expanding its presence 
in the state to include up to 
239 jobs. Look for more of 
this in the near future.

 «««
Please make sure to fill 

out your 2020 Census if you 
have not done so already. It 
is very important to get an 
accurate accounting of ev-
eryone who lives in our city 
and county. Grants and oth-
er government payments 
are based on population so 

it is vital that we supply the 
most accurate information 
possible. All information 
on the Census 2020 forms 
is private. Only qualified 
2020 Census workers will 
have access to the numbers 
in order to produce the final 
reports.

National Days
September 17 – Constitution & Citizenship Day

September 18 – Cheeseburger Day
September 19 – Talk Like a Pirate Day

September 20 – Fried Rice Day
September 21 – 

Pecan Cookie Day
September 22 – Autumnal Equinox

September 23 – Snack Stick Day



Friona Star | Page 4 frionaonline.com Thursday | September 17, 2020

WE HavE
THrEE LocaTions To 

sErvE You
301 W. 3rd • Hereford

(806) 363-2265
Open Monday Through Friday 

8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Drive thru Friday until 6 p.m.

403 N. 25 Mile Ave. • Hereford
(806) 360-2100

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Drive thru open until 6 p.m.

710 W. 11th • Friona 
(806) 250-2900

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Drive thru Friday until 6 p.m.

The bank designed with YOU in mind.

We’re Here For You!

During this difficult time we remain committed to providing you with 
excellent customer service. Please let us know how we can help you.

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking  
TeleBank (806) 364-8300NMLS#631662

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking
• Savings/ Real Saver

• Certificate of Deposits
• Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs • Direct Deposit

• Safe Deposit Box Rentals
• FDIC Insured

• Convenient ATMs
• ATM/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards

• Free Internet Banking
with Free Bill Pay • Mobile App

• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking
• Bank Cashiers Checks

• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans

• Consumer Loans

Happy Birthday Friona Folks!

Sept. 17
Anna Vazquez

Pamela Hankins
Skip Hodges

Kaegan Kerby
Mike Hutson
Don Rogers

Sept. 18
Dale Hart

Annette Frye
Hollis Horton

Jaleigh Hopkins
Breanna Villanueva

Nathan King
Tyler Jameson
Wendy Carthel

Sept. 19
Harper Haile
Gabriel Keen
Phillip Saiz
Robin Ott

Misty Chesher
Phillip Saiz

Adrienne (Osborn)Vazquez
Milli (Dixon) Watson

Shonda Bentley

Sept. 20
Chris Alexander
Quay Schueler
Landon Martin
Jessie London

Chance Hutson
Bertha Mendoza
Magean Garner
Hannah Alger
Emma Rector
JoAnn Padilla

Sept. 21
Randy McCasland

Gail Sifford
Nathan Moroney
Caroline Estrada

Glen Shirley
Kevin Reeves

Sept. 22
Delton Lewellen

Casey Renner
Paige Baker

Aimee Houston
Garrett Tongate

Carly Talley
Heather Turner

Sept. 23
Hector Sanchez
Marisol Posada

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1497

       P O L K
       E D E N
       N E F F
       I S T O
       C S A   E M B R A C E
       K A T E  A C O U S T I C S
         I N   L O N E  B A T
  T H A T I S  P L A C E M A T S  N E
  H E B U T T   I R O N   O N A T E
   R E D S A N D S T O N E  F A T A L
    D O N T E A T   A L   F A K E
     R O U N D E M  N E P T U N E
      T E   D A   C R E E K
           W E S T E N D
           S N O R E
            O N O
            L A D
            A R E       

Monday 21
Breakfast: Breakfast Pizza, Cereal &/or Toast 
Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Country Steak, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, GrBeans, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Tuesday 22
Breakfast: Pancake Wrap & Yogurt
Cereal &/or Toast, Fruit Juice, Milk
Lunch: Chalupas, Garnish, Rice , Refried Beans,
Cucumbers, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Wednesday 23
Breakfast: Omelet, Toast & Bacon
Cereal &/or Toast, Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Chicken Spaghetti, Bread Sticks, Salad,
Cooked Carrots, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Thursday 24
Breakfast: French Toast & Sausage Cereal &/or Toast, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Hamburgers, Garnish, Fries, Broccoli Bites, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk

Friday 25
Breakfast: Cinnamon Roll & Yogurt, Cereal &/or Toast, 
Fruit, Juice, Milk
Lunch: Fish, Mac&Cheese, Coleslaw,
Gr Beans, Fruit, Juice, Milk

Lazbuddie School Menu for
September 21 - September 25

Gas prices ease downward
By GasBuddy

Texas gas prices have fallen 2.6 cents per gallon in the past 
week, averaging $1.88 per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s daily 
survey of 13,114 stations. Gas prices in Texas are 0.7 cents per 
gallon higher than a month ago but stands 38.1 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago. 

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station in 
Texas is priced at $1.49 while the most expensive is $2.49 per 
gallon. The national average price of gasoline has fallen 3.2 
cents in the last week to an average of $2.17 per gallon. The na-
tional average is down 0.5 cents per gallon from a month ago 
and stands 38.6 cents per gallon lower than a year ago. 

“Seasonal factors, as expected, are pushing gas prices down 
in most areas across the country. In addition, oil prices have hit 
a rough patch on renewed concerns about the economy and 
falling demand, leaving motorists the beneficiaries for the next 
few weeks,” said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis 
for GasBuddy. “No one should be in a rush to fill up as prices 
will likely continue to trend lower, especially as the summer 
gasoline requirement ends on Tuesday, ushering in cheaper to 
produce winter gasoline and a return to less fragmentation in 
supply since winter gasoline is common nearly coast-to-coast, 
making it less of a headache to produce fuel since it can be used 
universally.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and the 
only source for station-level data spanning nearly two decades. 
GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 times every day from the most 
diverse list of sources covering nearly 150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most comprehensive and up-to-date in the country. 
GasBuddy data is accessible at http://FuelInsights.GasBuddy.
com.

Court approves funds for Bovina ISD
The Parmer County Com-

missioners Court met in 
regular session on Monday, 
September 14, 2020 at 10 
a.m. in the County Court-
room of the Parmer County 
Courthouse in Farwell, Tex-
as. The meeting began with 
prayer and the Pledge of Al-
legiance to the American 

Flag and Texas Flag. 
There were no public com-

ments. Commissioner Kenny 
White was not in attendance. 
Minutes from the August 
24th meeting were read and 
approved. Commissioners 
approved the payment of the 
accounts payables as pre-
sented by County Treasurer 

Sharon May. The Treasurer’s 
Report was also approved. 
The court voted not to par-
ticipate in the IRS Payroll Tax 
Deferral Plan. 

County Extension Agents 
Janelle Duffey & Wendy gave 
the court an update on ex-
tension activities that have 
occurred during the past 8 
months. They also informed 
the commissioners that the 
annual steak dinner has 
been scheduled for Novem-
ber 7th. 

Commissioners discussed 
county participation in the 
right-of-way agreement for 
the overpass at Cargill. Since 
more information was need-
ed and all commissioners 
were not present, the mat-
ter was tabled until the next 
scheduled meeting.

 A request by the Bovina 

ISD for $83,656.78 from the 
Permanent School Fund to 
pay for expenses related to 
their construction project 
was approved. 

Sheriff Randy Geries re-
ported that there are cur-
rently 17 inmates at the Law 
Enforcement Center. Com-
missioners approved pay-
ment of Sheriff’s fees for 2021 
which remained unchanged 
from the previous year. 

All meetings are open to 
the public. The Commission-
er’s Court reserves the right 
to go into Executive Ses-
sion at any time. The agenda 
may be found on the Parmer 
County website. Informa-
tion in this article is only a 
summary. Any questions 
concerning specific actions 
should be directed to the 
Commissioners Court.
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

frionastar@wtrt.net

Send your church
news to the

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

The Reward of Obedience

By Teena Hughs

Thinking About Covid and Church

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

The Amazing Pantry

Ricky and Erin Barnett of Friona, Texas, joyfully announce 
the engagement of their son, Joshua Thomas Barnett of Nor-
man, Oklahoma to Rachel Elaine Box of Graham, Texas. She 
is the daughter of Ginger and Luke Robbins of Graham, Texas 
and the late Travis Box.   

Joshua is a 2016 graduate of Friona High School. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in Business Finance with a minor in Ac-
counting and Energy from Oklahoma State University in May 
2020. He is currently working for Aflac as the Market Asset Ana-
lyst for the state of Oklahoma. 

Rachel is a 2017 graduate of Graham High School. She cur-
rently attends Texas Tech University. She will be graduating in 
December with a bachelor’s degree in HDFS (Human Develop-
ment and Family Studies). She plans to begin graduate school 
in the spring of 2021 to receive a master’s degree in Counseling 
with an emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy.  

The couple is planning a March 2021 wedding in McKinney, 
Texas. Josh and Rachel will reside in Norman, Olahoma.

Barnett - Box

I have been thinking about 
Covid, and what I have 
learned from my experiences 
with it. One of the things I 
have come to realize is what 
a privilege it is to get to go to 
church.  

In California, I understand 
there is a ban on churches 
meeting in sanctuaries. One 
church is going against this 
ban, even though the minis-
ter has been threatened with 
jail time, and the church has 
been threatened with fines. 
How sad is that?

Even here in Texas, I visited 
with a friend in San Antonio 
a couple of months ago, and 
she was surprised to hear 
that we were having actual 
church in a sanctuary, be-

Obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ is worth any cost, yet in 
our short-sighted perspective 
it can often be difficult to re-
member.  Genesis 39 depicts 
the faithfulness of Joseph as 
he was a slave in Egypt, serv-
ing as the head of an official’s 
household, yet obedience to 
the Lord cost him his job and 
landed him in prison.  In the 
short term, his obedience ap-
peared to be a waste, as he 
spent years in an Egyptian 
prison, but through Joseph’s 
obedience God was posi-
tioning Joseph to be used in 
a tremendous way that only 
God could have planned.  In 
fact, by the time Joseph’s life 
ended, he was promoted to 
a position second only to the 
Pharaoh himself, Joseph had 
rescued a nation from starva-
tion and even saved his own 
family, who had sold him into 
slavery years before.  Joseph’s 
faithful obedience to the Lord 
was costly, but the reward was 
much greater.  

Many other Biblical exam-
ples could be named as those 
who experienced the reward 
of obedience to the Lord, and 
in reality, the reward of our 
obedience will far outweigh 

the burden and costs of our 
obedience.  Matthew 25:31-46 
makes this clear as Jesus tells 
of the final judgment of the 
saved and the lost.  Those who 
are lost in their sins will hear, 
“Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels,” 
(v41).  In this moment, all the 
sinful orgies, drunken revel-
ries, or worldly treasures will 
be seen as the vain things that 
they are in light of eternity in 
hell.  On the other hand, those 
who know Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior, will hear the 
blessed words, “Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of 
the world,” (v34).  From there, 
the Master recounts a lifestyle 
of loving obedience that char-
acterizes His children, and 
upon one’s first sight of glory, 
the reward of obedience will 
far outweigh the costs en-
dured on this earth.  Loving, 
joyful obedience to the Savior 
is worth the reward, not be-
cause his followers are sim-
ply trying to attain a reward, 
but because this pleases Jesus 
Christ, resulting in His glory 
and our good.

cause churches there weren’t 
meeting yet.

I have missed more church 
services this year because 
of our move. I go every time 
I am here in Friona, but I 
admit I have not been good 
about going when I am at 
Barksdale. We meet at 9 a.m., 
because we share a minister 
with Rocksprings. At 9 a.m., 
I am usually getting ready to 
come back here. But, I need 
to change that!

The last two times I have 
gone to church here, I have 
felt such a peace. All of the 
things consuming our lives 
just seem so distant. It felt 
good to be in my safe place 
with my church friends, One 
of those dear friends gave me 
hope that I asked God for as I 
was pulling out of the drive-
way. It has just felt good to be 
in church! 

With all that is going on 
in the world, we never know 
from day to day what crazy 
idea someone is going to 
have. You never know when 
someone will throw some-
thing into a judge-shopped 
court and get going to church 
banned completely.  Who 
would have thought you 
could loot and riot in a city 
and destroy peoples’ liveli-
hoods and nothing happens 
to the looters and rioters, but 
you can’t have church, the 
one thing they need most? 

It is a blessing to be able 
to watch church services on 
Facebook and You-tube; but, 
if at all possible, I encourage 
you to go in person. The fel-
lowship, the love, care, and 
concern of your church fam-
ily can’t be duplicated from a 
computer service.  

It is a true privilege to get to 
go to church. I hope you take 
advantage of that privilege, 
and see what God has waiting 
just for you!

Author’s note: This is just 
one more nod to a lady now at 
home with the Lord and Pop. 
I wrote this in October 2016. 
Hope you enjoy JP

Growing up my grandmoth-
er of whom many in town call 
Sue, but we knew as “Gram-
bie” and now “Gram” had an 
amazing pantry. It was always 
full of everything. You could 
find cereal down on the bot-
tom and then about a million 
cans of everything. Sometimes 
you had to hunt a little but you 
could always find something 
to eat. One of my favorites was 
Vienna Sausages and crackers.

Gram could open the little 
folding doors to the pantry and 
find the necessary ingredients 
for all sorts of great meals. She 
knew great meals could at-
tract grandkids from anywhere 
some not even her own. I can 
only imagine just how many 
meals came from behind the 

doors of that amazing pantry. 
I can’t even begin to count the 
number of people who were 
blessed by one of those meals. 
Regardless of the season or 
the changes that have evolved 
over the last 50 plus years the 
amazing pantry was up to the 
challenge. Potluck lunch? No 
problem Gram had what she 
needed. A family gets sick? 
Gram was ready to feed them. 
Funerals, showers, weddings, 
extra guests each opportunity 
to serve was met with the abil-
ity to feed them. Gram didn’t 
just take from the amazing 
pantry, she invested in it too! 
So it was always ready to meet 
the need that presented itself.

Being prepared for change 
can be a real challenge. Obvi-
ously there are things in life 
that are hard to prepare for, yet 
there are many others that just 
having a place to draw from 
helps ease the discomfort of 

change and make it a transi-
tion.

God’s Word is an amaz-
ing pantry of knowledge. If 
we study it long enough we 
get to know on which shelf to 
find what we need.  So when 
change comes knocking you 
have a warehouse from which 
to draw the things that can 
make it better.

As we move through Sep-
tember and the changing of 
seasons, continue to think 
about the opportunities that 
come from being prepared 
and a willingness to share 
from your pantry the things 
that bring people together. Let 
Christ be your guide and fol-
low Him through His Word. 
Don’t just take from His Word, 
but invest in it as well, that you 
may be prepared to meet the 
change that comes to your 
door with the ability to feed 
them too.

In Parmer County:  $30 per year

Out of Parmer County:  $40 per year

eStar (emailed):  $24 per year

Call 806-250-2211 for more information

Friona Star
Subscriptions
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Obituaries State Capital Highlights
By Chris Cobler

Delicious 
Dishes!

Food in English 
   or Spanish

  Many Languages 
From Many Countries

1. Rice
2. Bean
3. Cheese
4. Lettuce
5. Onion
6. Pork
7. Chicken
8. Fish
9. Cream
10. Tomato
11. Lime
12. Oranges

1. Pollo
2. Naranjas
3. Tomate
4. Haba
5. Queso
6. Cebolla
7. Cal
8. Pescado
9. Cerdo
10. Lechuga
11. Arroz
12. Crema

1. MEXICO
2. BELIZE
3. COSTA RICA
4. EL SALVADOR
5. GUATEMALA
6. HONDURAS

7. NICARAGUA
8. PANAMA
9. ARGENTINA
10. CHILE
11. COLOMBIA
12. ECUADOR

Hispanic HeritageLearn 
About
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 Yum, flan
de calabaza!

Census News

National Response Rate ................................................. 65.9%
Texas Self-Response Rate ............................................... 61.5%
Parmer County Self-Response Rate .............................. 47.2%
          Friona Self-Response Rate ..................................... 55.4%
          Bovina Self-Response Rate .................................... 42.7%
          Farwell Self-Response Rate ................................... 34.6%

2020 Census Self-Response Rate Information – Sept. 14, 2020

Pandemic messes with Texas, prompts new 
message
Even during a pandemic, it’s best to not 
mess with Texas. 

Texas Department of Transportation offi-
cials noticed more personal protective equip-
ment -- face masks, wipes and gloves -- on the 
side of roads and highways, so they called in 
the big guns for a new round of “Don’t mess 
with Texas” commercials. The celebrities fea-
tured include George Strait, Matthew McCo-
naughey and Eva Longoria. 

“Find a trash can, or keep a litter bag in your 
car, and wait to toss it until you get home,” 
Longoria said via her Instagram page. “#Dont-
MessWithTexas actually means don’t litter!”

“Capital Highlights” reader Anna Blythe, 
who reads the column in the Weimar Mercury, 
wrote recently that she thinks the “Don’t mess 
with Texas” campaign needs a reboot. She said 
she’s seen much more litter in recent years 
along Interstate 10 from Baytown to Flatonia.

“I hate to see all the trash on our roadways in 
our great state of Texas,” Blythe said.

About 362 million pieces of litter accumu-
late on Texas roads every year with items dis-
carded from vehicles accounting for half the 
mess, TxDOT officials report. Those caught lit-
tering can face a fine of $500. If the tossed lit-
ter weighs more than five pounds, the fine can 
increase up to $2,000.

For alert readers also wanting to appear in 
this column, which celebrity appeared in the 
first “Don’t mess with Texas” commercial in 
1986? Email the answer, along with your name 
and the newspaper in which you read the col-
umn, to ccobler@texaspress.com.

Cotton-packaging problems
Plastic is a serious problem for cotton farm-
ers, too.

During the past three years, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture has found an increase of 
plastic in samples that likely originated from 
the round module wraps used to package cot-
ton, the Texas Farm Bureau reports. 

Every bale of cotton is graded by the USDA 
in classing offices across the country. In 2018, 
the USDA classing office in Corpus Christi re-
ceived more plastic-contaminated bales than 
any other classing office in the country. When 
small pieces of plastic tear from the wear and 
embed themselves in the cotton lint, that low-
ers the crop’s quality and price. Roadside litter 
can contribute to the problem. Plains Cotton 
Growers CEO Steve Verett says the industry is 
working to fix the problem: “We have to recog-
nize we can’t risk the reputation of being one 
of the premium fibers in the world. That’s what 
we’ve lived off of for many years in the U.S., 
and we can’t let this plastic wrap issue become 
our Achilles heel.”

Ag land values remain strong
Despite the recession, the value of Texas 

agricultural land has increased, according 
to a new U.S. Department of Agriculture re-
port.

The average value of the state’s agricul-
tural land, including buildings, is up 2.4 
percent this year at $2,170 an acre  in the 
USDA’s 2020 Land Values Report.

Across the country, average ag land values 
are either lower or unchanged from 2019’s 
record highs, according to Morning Ag Clips. 

The amount of farmable land has de-
creased because of urban sprawl. Because of 
this, farmland is appreciating in value, which 
is good for investors but can be a mixed bag 
for farmers. In Texas, 236,000 farmers and 
ranchers paid $698 million in property tax-
es, or about $3,000 each, according to an ar-
ticle by Pew Charitable Trusts. Ag land can 
qualify for certain tax exemptions.

Some news is hard to digest
Those with a hankering for Luby’s square 

fish or a LuAnn plate may have to seek com-
fort food elsewhere for the first time in al-
most a century.

Bob Luby opened his first restaurant in 
San Antonio in 1947. Seventy-three years 
later, Luby’s home-style cooking may be no 
more.

Luby’s Inc., now a Houston-based restau-
rant company, is liquidating its assets, its 
board of directors announced. The decision 
also could mean the end for the company’s 
other restaurant, Fuddruckers.

Stockholders have yet to approve the liqui-
dation plan, and it’s possible a buyer could 
keep the restaurants open. Cafeteria-style 
restaurants have been buffeted by the pan-
demic, as some of the 80 Luby’s and Fud-
druckers locations were closed soon after 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

Add some color to your world
The first day of fall is Sept. 22 on the cal-

endar, but that doesn’t mean much across 
most of Texas.

As the summer heat drags on, perhaps 
planning a visit to see the fall colors will 
help. Texas Parks and Wildlife offers a guide 
for fall foliage. Visit twpd.texas.gov for tips 
on seeing the bigtooth maples of Lost Ma-
ples State Natural Area, the yellow cotton-
woods at Caprock Canyons and the East Tex-
as hardwoods of Lake Bob Sandlin, Cooper 
Lake, Daingerfield and Martin Creek Lake.

Chris Cobler is a board member and past 
president of the Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas. He welcomes email at 
ccobler@texaspress.com.

Bette Ann (Bass) Jones

Judith Ann (Judy) Dennis

Bette Ann Jones, 72, of 
Amarillo, passed away sur-
rounded by her loving fam-
ily on September 11, 2020. 
She was born September 
25, 1947, in Amherst, Texas, 
to Estis Bass and Zonah An-
thony-Bass. Services were 
held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15, 10 a.m., at Cox-Row-
ley Funeral Home, followed 
by a graveside committal 
service at Friona Cemetery 
in Friona, Texas at 1 p.m. 
The visitation was held 
from 4 – 8 p.m., on Monday, 
September 14 at the funeral 
home. 

Bette is survived by her 
loving children, Marty 
Jones of Amarillo, Dodi 
(Derrick) Griffin of Linville, 
AL, Rusty (Michelle) Jones 
of Corpus Christi, TX; her 
dear grandchildren, Mitch-
ell (Heather) Jones, Victoria 
(Robert) Bermudez, and 
Bethany Jones all of Fritch, 
TX, D’Kota Griffin, Hunter 

(Hailey) Griffin, Shyann 
Griffin, all of Linville, AL, 
Thomas Cronnon, Charlie 
Jones, of Corpus Christi, TX; 
her cherished great grand-
children, Allie and Amelia 
Jones, Kailey, Conagher, 
Kash, and Chancle’ Griffin; 
Her fond siblings, Charles 
(Pat) Bass of Pea Ridge, AR, 
Troy (Kayrene) Bass of Can-
yon, TX, and Barbara Bass 
of Lubbock, TX. 

Bette was preceded in 
death by her parents and 

her husband, Charles Jones. 
Bette was known for her 

great sense of humor, she 
was a very creative, tal-
ented person, who enjoyed 
arts and crafts. She had a 
very good time zip-lining 
and looked forward to do-
ing more of it. Bette was 
a charitable person who 
loved spending time travel-
ing, and especially enjoyed 
the peacefulness of sitting 
and adoring the majesty 
of the mountains. Another 
favorite past-time of hers 
was to go shopping, why, 
because she liked to. Most 
importantly to remember 
about Bette, was her strong 
Christian belief, she loved 
God. 

The family requests dona-
tions in Bette’s memory to 
the High Plains Food Bank, 
https://hpfb.org/  and the 
Women’s Shelter, https://
www.womenshelters.org/
cit/tx-amarillo.

Judith Ann (Judy) Dennis 
was born on May 31, 1942 
to Alexander John and Lucy 
Frances Jesko, in the car on 
the way to the hospital in 
Clovis, New Mexico. It took 
a few years to get the official 
birth certificate! Judy was 
the seventh of ten children. 
She passed away on Sep-
tember 5, 2020 in Friona, 
Texas at the age of 78 years, 
3 months and 4 days.

Judy attended Farwell 
Schools and graduated 
from Farwell High School 
in 1960. She attended Sa-
cred Heart College in 
Wichita, Kansas and was 
twice elected President of 
her class. Besides leading 
class activities, Judy was 
a member of the Student 
Council, International Re-
lations Club, and Women’s 
Athletic Organization. She 
graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Administration with a 
minor in Secondary Educa-
tion. Judy’s teaching career 
spanned twenty years in 
secondary and post-sec-
ondary business education 
in Kansas, New Mexico, and 
Texas.

Judy was also employed 
at the Pantex Plant in Ama-
rillo, Texas. It was here that 
she met her husband, Jack 
Harold Dennis. They were 
married on June 4, 1983 at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Amarillo, Texas. Judy and 
Jack made their home in 
Amarillo, Texas. After retir-
ing, they moved back to the 
farm in the Muleshoe, Tex-
as area in 2002.

Judy is a member of St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church 

in Hereford, Texas.
Judy is preceded in death 

by her parents; two sisters, 
Mary Carolyn Jesko and 
Elaine Larson and 2 broth-
ers, Donald Jesko and Ken-
neth Jesko.

She is survived by her 
husband, Jack Dennis. Two 
step-sons, Dwayne Dennis 
and wife, Sami of Dalhart, 
Texas and John Dennis and 
wife, Wendy of San Antonio, 
Texas. Three grandchildren, 
Kali and Kenzie Dennis of 
Dalhart, Texas and Jesse 
Dennis of San Antonio, 
Texas. She is also survived 
by her sister, Billie Jean 
Glenn of Amarillo, Texas; 
Her brothers, Lee Dennis 
Jesko and wife, Brenda of 
Muleshoe, Texas; Wayne 
Jesko and wife, Liz of Mule-
shoe, Texas; and her BEST 
friend and brother Larry 
Jesko and wife, Sheri of 
Muleshoe, Texas; and sister, 
Debbie and husband, Dale 
Gallman of Bovina, Texas. 
And numerous Nieces and 
Nephews as well as all her 
special kids….you know 
who you are!

Judy was an amazing 
woman who made an im-
portant difference in many 

lives, especially for her 
brother, Kenneth. Kenneth 
was in a private school for 
special needs children in 
Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. Judy’s move to New 
Mexico was made to spend 
time with him. She became 
a special friend to many 
children at the school and 
had multiple adventures 
with them. Kenneth loved 
spending the weekends 
with her.

While going through Ju-
dy’s things a letter written to 
her in 1977 was found that 
explains it all:

Dear Miss Jesko,
My reason for this note re-

gards my daughter, Jolene, 
who was a student in your 
class at Albuquerque High 
about three years ago.

Jolene is in her 3rd year 
of college now, majoring in 
education. She is develop-
ing into a delightful young 
woman. A great deal of her 
development now can be 
attributed to your special 
influence over her. If you 
had not taken an inter-
est and helped guide her 
thinking toward college she 
might not now be so happy.

Jolene’s father and I will 
be eternally grateful to you 
for what you did for her. My 
fervent hope is that some-
day Jolene can extend your 
great care and concern for 
students by helping some-
one as you helped her.

Judy influenced change in 
many of our lives and as her 
husband Jack says, “We had 
an incredible life, filled with 
love and no regrets.” Thank 
you, Judy, for sharing your 
unending love with all of us.

Irene Perez, 64 of Bovina 
passed away September 
13, 2020 in Amarillo. View-
ing was held from 9:00 
A.M. to 8:00 P.M. with Ro-
sary Services set for 7:00 
P.M. Tuesday, September 
15, 2020 in the Ron Smiley 
Memorial Chapel of HAN-
SARD FAMILY with Mass 
of Christian Burial Ser-
vices scheduled for 11:00 
A.M. Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16, 2020 at St. Teresa’s 
Catholic Church in Friona 
with Father Gregory Bun-
yan as Celebrant. Burial 
following in the Friona 
Cemetery by HANSARD 
FAMILY Funeral Home of 
Friona.

Irene was born Septem-
ber 26, 1955 in San An-
gelo, Texas to Pablo and 
Genoveva Conanstancia 
Perez. Later in her life she 
married Adam Perez.

Irene was known as an 
extremely strong person 
that loved her siblings, 
husband, children and 
grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents and 1 
brother-Alvino Perez.

Those to carry on her 
legacy include her hus-
band Adam of Bovina, 3 
daughters-Melissa Her-
nandez and husband 
Eddy of Friona, Monica 
Walker and husband Jus-

tin of Amarillo, and Ka-
tarina Guevara and hus-
band Joshua of Friona, 1 
son- Adan Perez and wife 
Sally of Amarillo, 3 broth-
ers- Pablo Perez of Spear-
man, Willie Perez and 
wife Georgia of Amarillo, 
and Benny Perez of San 
Angelo, 4 sisters-Sally Za-
pata and husband Gilbert 
of San Angelo, Emma Da-
vila and husband David of 
Friona, Nelia Garza of San 
Angelo and Jenny Perez of 
Ottumwa, Iowa, 11 grand-
children and 6 great-
grandchildren.

You may send condo-
lences to the family and 
sign the online guest book 
at: 

www.hansardfamily.com

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

Irene Perez



Let us sell your property!

Friona
4/5/3 Brick w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, close to high school, 
$25,000 cash allowance at closing .........................$291,775

NEW: 3/2/2 w/cent. h&a, close to hs, (2) fireplaces, roof (1 
yr.), large living area/game room, fenced backyard .$184,500

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, 2 living areas, storage building, 
basement, wood stove, 9 acres, corner lot .............$162,000

5/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fp, close to hs, corner lot, (2) 
carports, open floor plan, new roof/gutters .........Cont Pend

3/2/1 Siding w/central heat & air, original oak floors, 
backyard fence, close to schools .........................Cont Pend
                                  

Sold
3/2 Country Home w/cent. h&a, new roof, barn ........SOLD

3/2/2 Brick/Siding w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, sprinkler f&b, 
close to H.S., fenced backyard ......................................SOLD

3/1/1 Stone w/cent. h&a, carport, cellar, corner lot, close to 
schools, metal roof .........................................................SOLD

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. heat & air, fireplace, granite countertops, 
extra lot ...........................................................................SOLD

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

Thursday | September 17, 2020 frionastar@wtrt.net Friona Star | Page 7

Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building

Business

Don’t throw away 
your empty alumi-
num cans. Please 
place any cans you 
have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north 
side of the Friona Fire 
Department building 
on Main Street. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the 
FHS Senior Class and 
help fund the gradua-
tion party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

Homes For Sale

2171 FM 214-FRIONA, TEXAS-South of Friona - 3/3/2 
brick home, 1.285+/- acres, Easy access to Friona-Clovis-
Hereford. 2 living areas, fireplace, large office/utility/
storage, two wells, septic system, storage/workshop.

PRICE REDUCED! $260,000.00 19 RIDGEVIEW AVE-
FARWELL, TEXAS-FARWELL COUNTRY CLUB ADDI-
TION - 3/3/2 brick home, 1.033+/- acres, Farwell school 
district. Easy access to Clovis. Open floor plan with fire-
place. Many recent upgrades. Room for shop or addition-
al garage. Possible Lease/Purchase.

Please view our website for details on these properties, 
choice NM ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP 
& commercial properties. We need your listings on any 
types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott - Broker

Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB
800-933-9698 5:00 a.m./10:00 p.m.

Computer
Seed

Charity

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a substitute custodian that 
could possibly turn into full time.   Hours are based 
on need each day.  Interested applications may call 
Friona ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona de limpieza 
sustituto que posiblemente pueda convertirse en 
timpo completo. Las horas se basan en la necesidad 
de cada día.  Las personas interesadas pueden lla-
mar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 
806-346-2091.

Holly Campbell

Sales Agent Broker

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

Hours:
Mon. - Fri: 7:00 - 2:00 | Sat: 10:00 - 2:00

904 W. 11th St. • Friona Texas
Call In Orders: 806-253-5227

Quality Harvesting is looking for reliable and de-
pendable personnel for our harvesting and ma-
nure spreading business. Full-Time positions are 
available with competitive pay and great ben-
efits. For more information, please call Chad at 
806-869-7123.

Equipment Operators Needed:

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

For more info, visit hourly-aramark.icims.com
Keyword: Friona ISD

Hiring: Full-Time
Food Service
Lead Worker

• Benefits and PTO available 
for full-time employees

• Work while the kids are in 
school - OFF weekends, 
holidays, and school breaks

$11 and up

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

Parmer County Sheriff’s Office is taking 
applications for an Emergency 911 Dispatcher.

You may call (806) 481-3303 or 
send email to sheriff@parmercounty.net 

for more information or to obtain an application.

Help Wanted Part Time Help At Friona Senior Citizens.

 For Information Contact Susan Gonzales
At 806-250-2713 Or 806-626-8602

 
 

is on the Web!
frionaonline.com



Friona Star | Page 8 frionaonline.com Thursday | September 17, 2020

Division II - District 3-3A Football
Team District Overall
Canadian 0-0 2-1
Childress 0-0 3-0
Dimmitt 0-0 0-3
Friona 0-0 3-0
Highland Park 0-0 0-3
Spearman 0-0 3-0
Tulia 0-0 3-0

Friona 27 Muleshoe 20

  Rushing Stats Carries Yards TDs Avg
 4 Mario Bautista 29 125 1 4.3
 12 Malachi Torres 18 209 2 11.6
 11 Marc Mendoza 3 27 0 9.0
 16 Bryan Chavira 21 102 1 4.9
  Rushing Totals: 71 463 4 6.5

  Receiving Stats Receptions Yards TDs Avg
  11 Marc Mendoza 1 12 0 12.0
 13 Edwin Barraza 1 11 0 11.0
 24 Malachi Torres 2 5 0 2.5
  Receiving Totals: 4 28 0 7.0

  Passing Stats Comp Att Yards TDs INTs
 16 Bryan Chavira 4 7 28 0 1

  Kicking Extra Pt Att Field Goal
 2 Tim Ally 3 4 0 

  Defensive Stats UN AST. TOT TFL FR FC INT SACK 
 3 Alan Martinez - 1 1 - - - - -
 8 Juan Salinas 6 4 10 - - - 1 - 
 10 Adrian Legaretta 2 4 6 - - - - -
 12 Angel Carranza 3 - 3 - - - - -
 14 Isaias Olmos 1 1 2 - - - - -
 20 Josiah Dominguez 3 2 5 - - - - -
 22 Salome Viernes - 2 2 - - - - -
 28 Tony Rodriguez 1 8 9 - - 1 - 1
 30 Alberth Arguelles 1 8 9 - - - - -
 50 Jake Padilla 4 3 7 - - - - -
 1 Juan Lara - 1 1 - - - - -
 59 Aaron Salinas - 2 2 - - - - -
 65 Jacob Rando 1 3 4 - - - - -
 76 David Martinez - 4 4 - - - - -

SPORTS

Scoring Summary
1st Quarter
F – Mario Bautista 2 yd run (Tim Ally kick missed)
F – Malachi Torres 67 yd run (Tim Ally kick)
2nd Quarter
M – Joey Martinez 1 yard run (2 pt failed)
F – Malachi Torres 56 yd run (Tim Ally kick)
M – Jeremiah Barron 44 yd pass from Zach Halsey (2 pt failed)
3rd Quarter
F – Bryan Chavira 22 yd run (Tim Ally kick)
4th Quarter
M – Irvin Torres 78 yd pass from Zach Halsey (2 pt good)

Yards allowed; Rushing 115, Passing 247, Total 362

Mens Results
5,000 Meters VB Divison B

Adrian Legarreta  17:53.56 1st Place
Dieter Ally  20:20.47 18th Place
Gabriel Perez  21:10.69 28th Place
Michael Bautista  21:18.09 29th Place
Alex Guerra  25:45.41 52nd Place
Mario Rodriguez  29:49.40 56th Place
 

Womens Results
3,200 Meters VG Divison B

Yvonne Legarreta  13:52.98 3rd Place
Adammaris Rivas  15:49.88 24th Place
Esperanza Santiago  17:23.64 37th Place

Amarillo ISD Invitational
Cross Country

September 11-12, 2020
Thompson Park, Amarillo, Texas

District 1-3A Volleyball
Team District Overall
Brownfield 0-0 10-0
Denver City 0-0 7-5
Dimmitt 0-0 1-10
Friona 0-0 3-6
Lamesa 0-0 1-13
Littlefield 0-0 0-3

Varsity Football
The Chieftains battled penalties, no penalties, and weird 

bounces to beat the Mules 27-20 and move to 3-0 for the 
year. The Chieftain offense was dominant as it piled up 
463 rushing yards including 4 touchdowns. Malachi Tor-
res rushed for 209 yards and scored on runs of 67 yards 
and 56 yards. Mario Bautista added 125 rushing yards 
and a touchdown. Quarterback Bryan Chavira gained 102 
yards on the ground and one touchdown. Juan Salinas 
was the leading tackler on defense and his interception of 
a Muleshoe pass secured the win for the Chieftains. 

Two of the biggest plays of the game involved bad bounces. 
In the first half Friona was driving for a score when a pass 
from Bryan Chavira bounced off the Friona receiver and 
was intercepted by Muleshoe at their 3-yard line. In the 4th 
quarter, the Muleshoe quarterback threw a pass right to the 
Friona defender for an apparent interception but the ball 
bounced off him and went right to a Muleshoe receiver who 
ran it 78 yards for a touchdown. Friona fans know that when 
you play in Muleshoe you have to expect the unexpected. But 
even when you expect it, sometimes you still can’t believe it.

 
Junior Varsity Football

The JV team will play the Dalhart Golden Wolves this 
week. Game time is 6:30 p.m. in Dalhart.

 
Freshman Football

The Friona Freshman hosted the Muleshoe JV last Thurs-
day at Chieftain Field and the Mules won the close contest by 
a final score of 22-24. Jose Luis Saucedo scored a touchdown 
for the Chiefs on a 4 yard run. Josh Gonzalez caught a 18 
yard touchdown pass from Jose Luis who also scored the two 
point conversion. On defense, Josh Gonzalez intercepted a 
Muleshoe pass and returned it for a touchdown. Jarrett White 
led the team in tackles. The Freshmen will travel to Dalhart to 
battle the Golden Wolves starting at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday.

 
Junior High Football

The 7th grade Braves played Muleshoe last Thursday 
night and lost by a score of 50-32. Aaron Rosales scored 
three rushing touchdowns. He also scored three 2-point 
conversions. Rafael Rocha scored one touchdown and 
one 2-point conversion. The team played hard all game, 
but could never take the lead. Jameson Daniels had an in-
terception that set-up one of the touchdowns. 

The 8th grade Braves also lost to Muleshoe by a score 
of 48-0. Even though the team did not score, Edwin Ri-
vas ran hard all night. Abram Rocha and Edwin Munoz 
played hard and led the team in tackles on defense. 

 
Varsity Volleyball

Friona beat the Wildorado Lady Mustangs Tuesday 
night 3-2 in a exciting match that saw the Squaws lead 
early, trail 2-1, and then storm back to take the final two 
sets for the win. Friona will host Brownfield next Tuesday 
night as the teams begin district play.

 
Cross Country

Congratulations to Adrian Legarreta for winning his di-
vision at the Amarillo ISD Invitational. Also, congratula-
tions to Yvonne Legarreta for winning third place in her 
division. Please see results on this page and best wishes 
to our cross country teams!



The growing-up years included watch-
ing television together as a family.  
We had the three basic channels plus 
S.C.A.T, which was Snyder’s local televi-
sion channel.  What more did we need?

Television was still somewhat of a 
novelty, even a luxury, in those days.  In 
the evenings, our living room was the 
gathering place after the dishes were 
cleared.  Dad sat in the recliner, feet up, 
and chewing tobacco for his nightcap. 
Mom lounged on the couch with a book 
nearby.  The kids were strewn across the 
floor in various positions to watch our fa-
vorites. I envision this now as a Norman 
Rockwell painting, but truth is I bet we 
argued over who got to sit on the couch 
with Mom and who was relegated to the 
floor.  

Bewitched, Raw Hide, Lost in Space, 
I Dream of Jeannie, The Rifleman, Gun-
smoke, and The Monkees (unlike many 
of their peers, our parents let us watch a 
sitcom starring four long-haired guys).  
The popular variety shows made the cut, 
too.  My siblings and I enjoyed the Ed Sul-
livan Show and The Andy Williams Show 
for the musical acts they showcased-
-The Jackson Five and The Osmond 

Brothers were equally entertaining with 
their dance moves and clothing choices.  
And as for comedy, no one did it better 
than The Carol Burnett Show.  

I particularly enjoyed watching Perry 
Mason and other mystery/investigative 
shows with Mother.  She had it figured 
out long before the end, and I marveled, 
“How does she DO that?”  Her inference 
skills made an impression. 

Those hours spent in front of the televi-
sion were not addictive.  We were enter-
tained, but we were also spending time 
together.  We had to be assembled on 
time because recording was nonexistant.  
Bathroom breaks were rushed because 
we could not pause the programming.  

We learned to sit quietly because re-
winding was not an option. The skills 
sets of patience, listening, and compro-
mising (what shows were watched) were 
honed during these couple of hours after 
dinner time.

I appreciate today’s saturation of view-
ing choices as much as the next person. 
Pandemic coping skills have been facili-
tated by Netflix, Disney Plus, and Prime 
Amazon to choose from thousands of old 
and new releases or series.  Still, delayed 
gratification is a hard concept for people 
today.  You want it now?  You get it at the 
click of a universal remote or phone.

Just like the magical age of television, 
the Sullivan family time is long gone 
from the house on Hill Avenue. Carol 
Burnett’s signature song, performed at 
the end of her Monday night show, is the 
anthem that reminds us to cherish our 
moments together because it goes by 
ever so quickly.

I’m so glad we had this time together.
Just to have a laugh or sing a song.
Seems we just get started and before you 
know it,
Comes the time we have to say so long.
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Youth Fishing Day • September 13, 2020 • @ Reeve Lake in Friona

(l-r) Sylvia Mendoza (Hereford); Jeff Scott (Arlington) President, TJA; Jason Smart (Arlington)

Eden Hernandez
Most Fish Caught (7)

Maddox Longoria
1st Place (22 3/8”) Age 6 & under

Jayro Mendoza
2nd Place (21 3/8”) Age 6 & under

Auje Busksath
1st Place (25 1/8”) Age 7-11  (OVERALL WINNER)

Noe Maydon
2nd Place (24”) Age 7-11

Elijah Moreno
1st Place (17”) Age 12-16

Serena Fullerton
2nd Place (8 1/2”) Age 12-16

Sylvia Mendoza and grandkids Jayro, 
Jaybree, Jaylin, and neice Anastacia

Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Jeff Scott, executive director/president of Texas Junior An-
glers, has been traveling to Hereford & Friona to stage youth 
fishing events for the past 26 years. “We always enjoy coming 
to Friona and the kids seem to have a blast trying to catch fish,” 
Scott said. He continued, “I really appreciate the assistance that 
City Manager Lee Davila gave us in setting up the event.” 

Sylvia Mendoza has been assisting each of those years, and 
Jason Smart has been making the road trip to Hereford & Friona 
with Scott for the past 11 years. The Hereford and Friona events 
always fall the weekend after Mother’s Day in the spring, and 
the weekend after Labor Day in the fall. 

Thanks Friona, and we will see you next year!
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Continued from Page 1
One change developing 

from the pandemic is the fu-
ture may include more de-
livery services, boxed meals 
and curbside grocery pickup 
options as consumers main-
tain some of their habits from 
when store shelves and meat 
cases were bare and people 
were asked to stay home, An-
derson said. 

“Another adjustment I 
think we are going to con-
tinue to see over time is more 
delivery services of groceries 
and food. More and more of 
the shoppers in the grocery 
aisles are employees putting 
together grocery orders, ei-
ther for curbside pickup or 
for companies that bring the 
order to your home.” 

This pandemic has boosted 
those businesses, and that 
will become the new norm 
for those with the money 
to pay for the convenience 
of it, he said. There will still 
be people who choose not 
to partake in those services, 
who live in areas where those 
services are not yet available, 
or who can’t afford them.

Understanding the food 
supply chain impacts

When considering the cost 
of food to consumers, part of 
the reason we pay so little for 
food is we have this big, ef-
ficient system – most of the 
time, Anderson said. This 
became a big issue for the 
produce, egg, milk and meat 
markets, as they are perish-
able products that can’t sit on 
the shelf and wait. 

“With the dramatic shut-
down of restaurants and food 
service, it took a while for the 
industry to make the switch 
to providing the majority 
of their supplies to grocery 
stores, instead of the restau-
rant and food service indus-
try,” Pompelli said.

 Overall, Pompelli said the 
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food and agriculture indus-
tries have been resilient, but 
the pandemic has exposed 
vulnerabilities in our food 
supply.  

“Where we saw some milk 
dumped and crops plowed 
under because demand in 
certain institutional and food 
service supply chains van-
ished overnight, I think that 
is behind us,” he said. “I think 
we’ve learned some things. I 
have been impressed by how 
some industries were able to 
recover, do more to protect 
their workers, and shift their 
supply chains to meet in-
creased retail consumer de-
mand.” 

Anderson said when res-
taurants closed during a 
prime produce market win-
dow and harvest season, 
there was just no place for 
those highly perishable prod-
ucts to go. Think about how 
many salads are served at 
restaurants – it highlights the 
perishability of those crops, 
and the highly season na-
ture of production. When the 
price received didn’t cover 
harvest costs, the crops were 
left or plowed up. 

“We’re probably not back 
fully in that area because the 
restaurants are not back at 
full capacity,” he said. “While 
grocery store sales continue 
to be greater than what we 
had a year ago, we still have 
less going through the restau-
rants. This adds a little uncer-
tainty for next year’s crop. In 
our Winter Garden area and 
Rio Grande Valley, we pro-
duce a lot of product over the 
winter and that will depend 
on how the market recoups 
moving forward.”

 Eggs and dairy also suf-
fered oversupply and packag-
ing issues due to restaurants 
and food service reductions, 
Anderson said. For instance, 
restaurants typically get eggs 
in 60-count flats, and those 

eggs needed to be repackaged 
and sent to the grocery store, 
but there weren’t enough 
dozen-egg containers. And 
then there was the question 
of how to divert from non-
retail sale items to retail sale. 

While many of the is-
sues have been addressed, 
especially as more restau-
rants come back online and 
schools get back in session, 
that market still hasn’t been 
completely reestablished, he 
said. Consumers might not 
see a fully stocked depart-
ment like pre-COVID-19 yet 
or see a greater number of 
18-pack instead of dozen-egg 
cartons.

 Dairy faced the same is-
sues, Anderson said. Schools 
shut down and because the 
industry moves a lot of fluid 
milk through tiny cartons to 
that market, suddenly they 
had to deal with the packag-
ing issue. Fluid milk prices 
collapsed as the industry 
tried to adjust.

“Looking at the data, the 
drinking milk they were sell-
ing actually increased, but 
they lost a lot through food 
services in the form of cheese 
and butter,” he said. “But this 
is also rebounding as produc-
tion adjusted to match the 
market, and milk prices are 
working their way back up.”

 
The meat case

When the pandemic hit, 
the consolidated meat packer 
situation was the most visible 
logjam in the food supply sys-
tem, Anderson said. 

It only took one or two 
plants to close their doors or 
reduce their production to 
create issues that extended 
to the consumer meat cas-
es, he said. There were also 
some problems at processors 
where boxed beef was sent for 
further processing, but they 
were not as large as those at 
the packing houses. 

Overall, though, the meat 
supply chain has adjusted 
during the past four months 
and seems to be leveling back 
out, Anderson said. Packing 
plants that had slowed down 
and/or closed are back on-
line, and beef production the 
past eight weeks has been 
higher than a year ago. Pork 
production is following the 
same path as well. 

“In terms of producing 
meat, we’re back,” he said. 
“We were processing fewer 
animals for a while, but ad-
justments are occurring so 
the total meat being pro-
duced every week is back to 
where it was.” 

Anderson said the bot-
tleneck in the food supply 
system still being worked 
through is with restaurants 
that remain closed or that are 
trying to operate at a reduced 

capacity.
“While we were not going 

to the restaurant, we were 
buying more meat from the 
grocery stores,” he said. “But 
we are not back to where we 
were before coronavirus on 
overall meat purchases, be-
cause the grocery store sales 
don’t fully make up for the 
lost restaurant sales.” 

Before the pandemic, the 
meat market was typically di-
vided with consumers getting 
half from grocery stores and 
half from food services such 
as restaurants and schools, 
Anderson said. But clearly 
that changed over the past 
few months, so there’s a dif-
ferent mix of products being 
purchased.

During the height of the 
crisis, stores limited pur-
chases on the meat cuts most 
consumers were familiar 

with, or sometimes the meat 
just wasn’t there, he said. At 
other times, there was beef 
and pork coming into the 
stores, but people were see-
ing a different selection of 
cuts than they normally have 
seen, based on grocery store 
strategies. 

Many decisions on what 
to stock were based on their 
clientele base and also react-
ing to the recession. Income 
is a factor in meat purchases, 
Anderson said. During the 
height of the pandemic, these 
prices surged, but wholesale 
prices have now dropped 
back down below what they 
were prior to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

“We have not seen the pric-
es adjusted in the retail level 
reports, but I think we are 
beginning to see the grocery 
store prices starting to drop.”

Sharon White took this “mirror image” photo last week at Reeve Lake. Friona 
has very few days of little to no wind and Sharon was at the right place at the 
right time with her camera phone.


