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-First National Bank of Artesia 
Celeiirates 50th Anniversary

On the 24th of this month, the 
First National Bank of Artesia is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary with 
a big open house for the public from 
9 a. m. until 3 p. m. Everyone is in­
vited.

The charter of the First National 
Bank was issued Nov. 24, 1903. New 
Mexxico was then a territory, becom­
ing a state in 1912. At the close of 
business the first day the deposits 
were $6,127.59.

The population of Artesia at that 
time was about 1000 people. In 50 
years, the population has grown to 
over 12,000 people. |

The First National Bank of Artesia 
is eighth in size in the state, and i 
ranks eninth in age in the state, only 
eight banks being organized before 
the First National and it is the old­
est bank in Eddy county. i

The fiisi officers in 1903 were: ; 
H. M. Ross, president. |
John Major, vice president. j
A. L. Norfleet, cashier.
Charles B. McCluskey, director.
S. W. Gilbert, director. I
The capital was $25,000.
The oluest available published

statement was dated Jan. 11, 1905,! 
which showed resources and liabili-1 
ties as follows:

Resources |
Loans and discounts .......  $75,241.96
Overdrafts ........................... 491.29
U. S. Bonds to secure j

circulation ..................... 6,250.00
Premium on U.S. Bonds .....  437.50
Banking House, furniture 

and fixtures 6,067.37
Due from National Banks 20,411.75 
Due from State Bank

and Bankers ......... 4,234.04
Due from Approved Reserve

Agents   4,331.93
Check and other cash

items ... ........ 1,214.70
Notes of other National 

Banks .. 395.00
Fractional paper currency,

nickles and pennies .......  68.59
Specie   8,307.00
Legal tender notes ....... 2,000.00
Redemption fund with

U. S. Treasury ............. 312.50
Total Resources ........ 132.764.53

Liabilities
Capital Stock .................. 25,000.00
Surplus   3,000.00
Undivided profits ............ 532.98
National Bank notes •

outstanding   6,250.00
Due to National Banks .......  139.86
Individual deposits ..........  96,492.69
Cashier checks outstanding 1,214.00 ' 
Dividend checks

outstanding ................ 135.00'
Total Liabilities ........  132.764.53'

The rate cf growth in deposits is 
shown by each million dollar increase
as follows:
Dec. 31, 1&J6— $1,064,917.11 
Dec. 31, 1941— 2,007,224.82 
Dec. 31, 1942—  3,167,881.47 
Dec. 31, 1943—  4,102,208.12 
June 30, 1945—5,038.128.51

Dec. 31, 1945— 6,162,415.56 
Dec. 31, 1946— 7,627,835.52 
Dec. 31, 1947— 8,453,419.51 
Dec. 30, 1950— 9,875,418.12 
Dec. 31, 1951— 10,170,749.15 
Dec. 31, 1952— 11,120,427.28 
Dec. 31, 1953— Hope to go over $12 

million.
The present officers and directors 

are:
Ross Sears, Chairman of the Board 
Clias. K. Johnson, president 
L. B. Feather, vice president 
Fred Cole, vice president 

C. F. Hammett, cashier 
Martha Broocke, Asst, cashier 
George H. Ferriman, Asst. Cashier 
Vernon Watson, Asst. Cashier.
It is noteworthy to mention here 

that L. B. Feather has been connect­
ed with the bank for 36 years and 
Fred Cole for 30 years.

Directors are: Stanley Carper, Fred 
Cole, L. B. Feather, Jess Funk, Clyde 
Guy, Chas. K. Johnson, A .W. Lang- 
enegger, Harvey E. Yates, Chas. R. 
Marlin, J. B. Runyan, Ross Sears, T. 
J. Sivley, J. L. Taylor, J. S. Ward 
and Neil B. Watson.
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BY GEORGE S. BENSON 
Prtfideal-̂ MtrdiKg College 

Se»reg. JlrkOHtts

The Nature of Communism
No one should be surprised at the 

U.S. Army’s report on the horrible 
Communist atrocities in Korea. The 
atrocities are shocking but not sur­
prising. The fact that a great many 
Americans were surprised shows 
clearly how little our people know 
about the true nature of Communism 
and its diabolical conspiracy to con­
quer the world. Mass murder is the 
standard practice of the Commun­
ists. And yet many Americans still 
will not accept this fact. Inhuman 
torture is a standard tactic of the 
Communists. And yet the report that 
6113 American GIs died torture 
deaths in North Korea surprised even 
a number of Congressmen, according 
to news reports.

What actually happened in North 
' Korea was a barbarous massacre of 
ten.s of thousands of civilians who 
refused to join with the Communists 
and the unspeakable torturing of un­
told thousands of war prisoners, Am­
ericans and South Koreans. I hav^ 

!seen official documentary movie film 
showing thousands of mutilated ci- 

I vilians and prisoners, hands tied be- 
, hind their backs, bayoneted through 
I the body and shot through the head. 
Sickening Facts

Dr. Charles Mayor, reporting to the 
United Nations, described the brutal 
physical injuries inflicted upon Am­
erican prisoners and also the “subtler

more prolonged torture intercied 
' disintegrate the mind of an intelli- 
{bciit vicum.’’ The Army’s report de- 
j scribed ine nature of the slaughter­
ing of American prisoners of war as 
“ bestial and sadistic. Atrocities hor- 
luyiiig even to war hardened soldiers 
were related.

j But the significant thiing is not the 
j sickening nature of these evil acts.
I The significant thing, which all Am- 
, cricans must at least recognize, is 
j lliat Communists do not distinguish 
• between good and evil. They consider 
torturing and mass murder as neces­
sary steps in the process of Commun­
ist “ progress.” Thus butchering of 
iiiiioceuv people is Communism in its 
true nature. It is a part of the Com­
munist way of life.

1 Anto-God “Religion” 
j Anti-God Communism, the Reds 
contend, is the vehicle of human pro- 

' gross ana anjone who opposes it or 
refuses to assist it toward the goal 
Cl a Communist world is obstructing 
progress and must be wiped out. In 
their creed, there is no such thing 
as morality, justice or sin. There is 
no God, no hereafter, no recompense. 
Killing 6113 Amuiican GIs who re­
fused to “cooperate” even after be­
ing given the opportunity through 
torture, was a necessary act in the 
minds of the Communists.

Bakunin, one of the first Russians 
to join with Marx in the founding 
01 Communism, described it as a new 
“religion.” ’ “Brethren,” he told the 
fanatics of the Russian underworld, 
“ 1 come to announce unto you a new 
gospel, which must penetrate to the 
very ends of the w'orld: The old 
world must be destroyed and replac­
ed with a new one. The Lie must be 
stamped out and give way to Truth. 
The first lie is God; the second lie 
is Right . . . You must accustom 
yourself to destroy everything, the 
good with the bad. ’
Facts Oft Repeated 

This fundamental truth about the 
nature of Communism has been re- ! 
peatedly confirmed to the American 
people by leadinig ex-communists 
and FBI agents who have, in disguise 
worked their way into the top ranks | 
of the Communist apparatus here. | 
The central theme of Whittaker 
Chambers’ book, “Witness,” was that; 
Conynunism is a great atheistic world , 
crusade that has become a “religion” j 
to millions. Louis Budenz and Eliza- j 
beth Bentley emphasized the same 
fact. So have FBI counterspies Her­
bert Philbrick and Matthew Cvetic, j 
both of whom lived nine years with- \ 
in the Communist conspiracy in Am­
erica. I

Matt Cvetic told me that 20,000,000 
Chinese had been murdered since the | 
Reds took over China and that the 
Red bosses had announced their in- 
tentioin of killuig 100,000,000 or 25 
per cent of the population. Cvetic 
said that Red leaders often expressed 
the belief that it would be necessary 
to murder one third of the people 
cf America if they were victorious, 
here—to stamp out all seeds of op- j 
position. “ Mass murder,” said Cvetic ' 
“ is a standard practice of the Reds.” i 

Clearly recognizing.the true nature' 
of Communism since I first began to j 
study it ,I have always advocated the :

outlawing of this evil conspiracy in 
America. We are foolish indeed to 
give legal protection to these mass 
murderers who hope to make Ameri­
ca their final great victim.

4-H News: We had a 4-H meeting 
Friday, Nov. 6 and elected new offic­
ers, they are: Deloris Holloman, 
president; Billy Madron, vice presi­
dent; Phyllis Bush, secretary-treasur­
er; Alto Ruth Young, song leader; 
Betty Madron, reporter.

There are 15 members of which 
two :.ro new. Everybody had their 
record books filled out and handed 
them in. The boys who sold cattle or 
sheep will receive their checks this 
v^cek. The secretary will receive her 
minute book for the meetings. Those 
who did not receive their project 
books will receive them some time 
next week.—Betty Madron, reporter.

Billy Madron went to the Eastern 
New Mexico State Fair at Roswell 
and exhibited his Holstein cow. It 
was awarded reserve Grand Cham­
pion, first, second and fourth place 
ribbons. Billy won $37.50 in cash and 
a gold cow awarded him by Clardy’s 
Dairy, for best showmanship. Georgia 
Lee Seely also won third place on 
her lambs.

“THE WICKEDEST CITY IN THE 
WORLD” . . . Travel back through 
time for an amazing visit to ancient 
Baiae, the wickedest playground of 
the mighty Roman empire. See the 
Romans reach heights of luxurj’ and 
depravity which have never been 
equalled before or since. Don’t miss 
this timely article in The American 
Weekly, that great magazine distri­
buted with next Sunday’s Los An­
geles Examiner.

Library Officials 
Visit liope

Last week we had a very pleasant 
visit with Mrs. Alice M. Ramirez and 
Miss Dorothy Magdalena Fox, both 
from Santa Fe, representing the state 
library extension service.

Mrs. Ramirez is reference librarian 
and in charge of work with adults. 
Miss Fox is field librarian. We en­
joyed their visit very much.

If there is any one in the Hope 
territory that wishes to get books, 
just write to the State Library Ex­
tension Service, Box 1704, Santa Fe, 
N. M. and your order will be filled. 
The extensiion service pays the post­
age when the books are sent and you 
pay the postage for their return, 
whic hisn’t very much.

Annual Christmas 
Gift Collection

The New Mexico State Hospital 
W’omen’s auxiliary is sponsoring the 
annual Christmas gift collection for 
the state hospital patients. It was de­
cided residents of each community 
in the state would be contacted to 
pledge gifts. The committee in charge 
asks that gifts be sen before Dec. 15 
to Christmas Gift Committee, Las 
Vegas, N. M.
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Guy Chevrolet Co.
Dealer For

Chevrolet Buick Oldsmobile
and Chevrolet Trucks

Invites You in for any
Automobile Needs

101 W. Main Artesia

r ;n< iii« •lir 11%  jniF^Jafianal lank of Jlosluail
Roswell, New Mexico

Member — Federtil Deposit Insuranee T-orp.
Serving Southeastern New Mexico Sin<*e 1890 ||

.■ ^ i i  ^ liO H  ■im u ii— im — n : "*T— H I

Peoples State Bank
We Invite Your Checking Account 

Capital & Surplus $200,000
Artesia, New Mexico

rw— aii" ■■•ewii Mil noil nw ■■iNf .n m

Bank with a Bank you can Bank On {
B Capital $250,000 Surplus $250,000 SCapital $250,000 Surplus $250,000

You will find the going easier 
with yotir aceoiint in the

First National Bank
I Artesia, <•— mo«— » New Mexico.

a
■

■
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Hardware
Of every description at reasonable priees

Evans Hardware
Artesia, New Mexico

Artesia Gas & Appliance Co.1
Butane Propane

Roper and Wedgewood Ranges 
Servel Refrigerators

402 IN. First St Phone 304 
Artesia, New Mexico

• ASK KOU

Payne^s Finest Meats
At Your Favorite Grocery Store

Payne Packing Plant
Home Owned**>Home Operated

GENERAL EQUIPMENT Inc.
912 North First St. Artesia, N. Mexico

Farmall Tractors International Trucks 
Parts •  Service •  Farm Implements 
------------------- Accessories------------------------

Your Patronage Earnestly Solicited

F. L. WILSON
Purina Feeds and Baby Chicks 

Sherwin-Williams Paints

111 S. 2nd St. Artesia
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LANDSUN
FIU. - SAT.

“ Man on a

Circle B Drive-In
FRI-SAT

DOUBLE FEATURE PROGRAM

“ Springtime in

KEY FURNITURE CO.
New and Used

Tight Rope (|)0 Sj0|-ras”|phaiie S??; 9th & Dallas; Artesia
Fredric March 

Gloria Grabamc

¥ ----------------------------------------------------- ^

SUN. - MON. - TUBS.

“ Conquest of 
Cochise"

John Hodiak 
.Robert Stack

★ --------------------------------------------------- ★

WEDNESDAY  
Check Night

“ The Girl Who 
Had Everything

Elizabeth Taylor 
Fernando Lamas 

★ ------------------------------★

OCOTILLO
FRI— SAT

Gene Autry 
Lynne Roberts

“ Robin Hood 
of Texas”

Roy Rogers 
Jane Frazei?

and

“ Honeychile"
Judy Canova”

We Sell We Service
We will finance your bathrooms and any additional 

structure needed------ 3 Years to pay

CLEM & CLEM 
Plumbing and Heating

518 West Main, Artesia

SUN. - MON. - TUBS.
VVe Install We Guarantee

Singin’ in
the Rain”

Gene Kelly 
Donald O ’ Connor

SUN. - MON. - TUBS.

Call Me Madam
Ethel Merman 

Donald O ’Connor

WEDNESDAY

Spanish Picture

W E D . - T H U R S .
BUCK A CAR NIGHTS!

Richard Arlen

“ The Mine 
With the

Iron Door”

Dodge Cars
Dodge Job Rated Trucks
Plymouth Cars
Bring your cars and trucks where you 
ran get trained mechanics and genuine 
factory parts.

WE FINANCE NEW MOTORS AND 
MAJOR OVERHAUL JOBS

HART MOTOR CO.
207 W. Texas, Artesia Phone 237W

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
9th and Washington, Artesia 
Rev. W. Klattenhoff, Pastor 

Sunday Services:
* Divine Worship 8:15 A. M. 

Sunday School 9:15 A. M.

REMEMBER—Merit Feeds get best 
results. McCaw Hatchery, 13th and 
Grand, Artesia. 6-10-tf

IR BY Drug Store
A Good Place to Trade the Whole Year Through

The Drug Store in the Carper Bldg.

Modern Septic Tank Service, located 
j t  Artesia Transfer, 1406 W. Main. 
Phone 1168. —Adv.

For Best Results Advertise
in the Penasco Valley News

YOUR EYES
NEED ATTENTION 

Consult
Dr. Edward Stone

Artesia, N. M.

BRAINARD-CORBIN HARDW ARE CO. 
Appliances Housewares, Farm Supplies

DuPONT PAINT
Phone 103 327 W. Main Artesia, N. Mex

I
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Sage and Cactus
By Doughbelly Price

I was around horses so long that 
some of that common horse sense had 
to rub off on me. And that same com­
mon horse sense tells me that what 
is wrong with this great United 
States today is too much scientific 
bunk. And not enough common sense. 
All we hear today is more and high­
er education. When this great coun­
try was run by cow'men, lumbermen, 
and miners, we didn’t owe no body 
anything. Since the legal profession 
and the diplomats has took over we 
are even with the world. We owe as 
many as we don’t owe.

Our vice president is on a good 
will tour around the world tryiag to 
show the other boys how smart we 
are. He had better be at home. They 
already know how little we know. 
Ru.ssia is called illiterate but they 
have got our so called smart diplo­
mats turning hand springs like a

’ turpintined cat. We don’t know where 
I we are going and wont know when
' we get there.
I
• When our state and national law­
makers meet they spend their time 

' wrangling over how much they will 
raise their own salary and voting 

j pensions to run down disappated poli- 
I tkans. That has never produced but 
two things, misery and confusion.

Qur colleges is teaching football, 
I baseball, basketball and vacation, we 
try to give our child a better educa­
tion so he will not have to work and 
will be better qualified to cheat the 

I other ones of his time out of what 
belongs to them. It is all right ta 
give kids a chance but not a cinch.

Our scientists is working day and 
night on emplements of destruction. 
Net construction. Every baby borned 
today comes into the world with a 
mortgage clause wrote across the first 
diaper he wears. But we have got to 
pay the fiddler if we want to dance 

land we are all dancing.

Como in and see oar beautiful 
dolls, Dolls with hair to be curled,! 
.oys and games as well as all oc-j 
casiion cards and stationery.— P.V. | 
News, Hope. j

It is not too early to begin to 
think of Christmas. We have a nice 
line of box Christmas cards as w'ell ■
as imprint samples for those who • 
wiish their names on their cards.— 
P.V. News, Hope.

Cenasco \ aiiey ^eivs
and Hope Press

Entered as second class matter 
Feb 22, 1929 at the Post Office at 
Hole. N Mex.. under the Act of 
Ma? 3, 1879.

PrTd avT Nov. 1 1 9 5 3

REMEMBER— Merit Feeds get best 
results. McCaw Hatchery, 13th and 
Grand. Artesia. 6-10-tf

Adv. Kates lOe pt'r inch
Local Readers 20c per line 

Subscriptions $2.50 per year

W. E ROOD. Publisher

FOR SALE!
Modern six-cabin camp grounds. Big cafe and home. 

Deep freezers and refrigerators, cash registers. Well- 
equipped— on a paved highway and running stream of 
water. Nice big trees. This is a place to make a living, but 
not get rich. Price $11,000 with terms.

For more information, write
Doughbelly Price, Taos, New Mexico.
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From light delivery to heovy houling, 
there'* a Chevrolet truck to fit your need*.

MORE CHEVROLET TRUCKS IN USB 
THAN AN Y OTHER MAKE I

'. . I
«r* '

(

•

Buy no truck until you get our deal!
B« gheod on price I Chevrolet trucks are America's lowest priced 
truck line! It’s easy to find a truck that costs more, but nowhere 
else will you find all the advanced features, all the thrifty power, 
all the ruggedness and durability you get in a Chevrolet truck. 
Bo oheod on operoting co*t*l Both the mighty l.oadma.ster engine

on heavy-duty models and the rugged Thriftmaster engine on 
light- and medium-duty models squeeze more miles out of every 
gallon o f gas. Chevrolet trucks cut upkeep costs, too.
Bo oheod on trade-in! You’re ahead with low first cost . . . you’re 
ahead with low operating costs . . . and you’re dollars ahead again 
when it’s time to trade! That’s because Chevrolet trucks traditionally 
command a higher trade-in value. Buy now and be ahead all ways!

Guy Chevrolet Company, Artesia, New Mexico


