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By ROBERT MUSEL

LONDON (UPI) — War hero Pe-
ter Townsend and Princess Mar-
garet, breaking a silence of more
than 20 years on their doomed
romance, cannot seem to agree on
which of them was responsible for
the end of an affair that created
headlines around the world.

The sister of Queen Elizabeth,
now a matronly 47, recently told 2
writer friend “he didn't want to go
through with it.”

But that's not the way the Battle

of Britain ace remembers the night
in October 1955 that he helped her
write a renunciation of any idea of
marriage with him.

I would like it to be known that
I have decided not to marry Group
Captain Townsend," said the state-
ment issued by the princess after
she had talked it over with the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

It was compared 2t the time with
the historic radio broadcast in 1936
in which King Edward VIII, her
uncle, announced his abdication

for love of American Mrs. Wallis
Warfield, who survives him as the
Duchess of Windsor.

Townsnd's version, in an inter:
view in the Daily Express herald-
ing publication Tuesday of his
memoirs, “Time and Chance,” is
that the princess could have mar-
ried him “only if she had been pre-
pared to give up everything — her
position, her prestige, her privy
purse (her allowance from the
crown funds)."”

“I simply hadn't the weight, |

knew it, to counterbalance all she
would have lost,” said Townsend,
a still handsome 63 who lives with
his Belgian wife and three children
near Paris.

Asked if he thought that had they
married they would have lived
happily ever after, he replied:
“Probably not. Let's say | knew
that if she gave up everything it
wouldn't work out."”

At the risk of being ungallant,
this reporter, as one of the report-
ers who covered the romance, can

Doomed British Royal Romance Silence Broken

not approve a marriage to a di-

say Townsend's version is the one
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CountyAdds

Subdivision
Paving Rule

AT COMMISSIONERS' instructions,
Criminal District Attorney Alton Griffin
has revised Lubbock County's subdivi-
sion regulations to require developers to
pave streets before they are turned over
to the county for maintenance

But Griffin said Monday there is no
way to close a loophole that allows some
developers to circumvent the standards

The regulations govern the filing of
plats, or detailed plans, for future subdi-
visions in unincorporated areas of Lub-
bock County. To get the approval of the
commissioners court, the plats must
meet certain standards on such things as
the proposed layout, widths and con-
struction quality of residential streets

Condition For Plat Okay

Gnffin revised the county regulations,
as commissioners had requested, to re-
quire paved streets as_.a condition for
plat approval

The revised rules were presented to
commissioners Monday. They apparent
lv will be approved later this month

However, as Griffin and commission
ers noted, there 1s another way, besides
filing a plat, to subdivide property

Some developers simply chop their
property into lots and start selling them
by metes and bounds — that is, by an in-
dividual description of each piece of
land. In so doing, they escape scrutiny
by the county

City of Lubbock officials have urged
the county to seek an injunction against
such developers, to prevent sloppy, un
planned subdivisions within the city s
five-mile extraterritorial jurisdiction

However, Griffin told commissioners
Monday he can't find “any way to con-
trol the sale of land by metes and
bounds. There's nothing you can do to
stop that.”

Unless a metes-and-bounds subdivision
represents a “health hazard or publi
nuisance,” there 1s httle chance of get-
ting an injunction, Griffin said

Can Refuse Maintenance

But the county does have one re-
course: it can refuse to maintain the
streets of subdivisions that have not
been duly platted and approved by the
commissioners court, Griffin said

That's the tack commissioners decided
to take. Commissioner Coy Biggs, for ex-
ample, said his Pct. 2 road-and-bridge
crew will be instructed *‘not to step foot
on any unplatted subdivisions from now
on.” That order, he said, will apply only
to future subdivisions, however

Commissioner Alton Brazell com

See COUNTY Page 12
Snow, Rain

Due Today

SNOW AND freezing rain are expected
to invade the South Plains this afternoon
as cloudy skies and near-freezing tem-
peratures are expected to shroud the
area through Wednesday

Lubbock forecasters expect the Lub-
bock area to receive less than on inch of
snow and less .01 of an inch of moisture
by late tonight as a massive high pres-
sure systems remains over the state

Cloudy skies should hold afternoon
highs in the mid 30s today and Wednes-
day and force temperatures into the mid
teens tonight and Wednesday night

Forecasters are predicting a 20 percent
chance of snow by this afternoon, rising
to 50 percént tonight

Southeasterly winds are expected to
rise to 15 to 20 mph this afternoon, ac-
cording to the National Weafher Service.

Skies should begin clearing by Thurs-

See WEATHER Page 12

PICKUP PROTEST — After every other major Littlefield business closed Monday,
stniking American Agriculture farmers refused to allow delivery of new pickups to a
Littlefield car dealer they claimed was still doing business despite their request for
him to close also. Only banks and a few other specialty businesses were allowed to re-

main open during Monday

s American Agniculture Day in Littlefield. About 500 Lamb

County farmers converged on the city Monday in that county’s first major American

Ag activity. (Staff Photo by Norm Tindell)

Farmers Successful

In Shutdown Of
Littlefield Firms

By IRA PERRY
Avalanche-Journal Staff
WE'RE BROKER'N a water faucet
that won't even drip.” mumbled one
farmer as he watched his bank-owned
tractor rumble through downtown Little-
field for Amencan Agriculture Day there
Monday
And if you think that's funny, don't

laugh until you see what comes next,”" he
said. “They might not appreciate your
humor

What came next were another 200 trac-
tors and about 500 more farmers deter-
mined to shut down any Littlefield busi-
ness that didn't close voluntarily in sup-
port of American Agriculture activities

They succeeded

Shutdown Almost Complete

Less than two hours after the farmers
hit town, if there was business left to be
transacted that couldn't be completed in
a bank, hospital, newspaper or the coun-
ty courthouse, it simply couldn’t be com-
pleted

Everything in town from department
stores to churches, from gas stations to
restaurants and even most 24-hour laun-
dries were closed

Similar activities, plus some designed

to protest taxes and high prives on manu-—

factured items made from farm goods,
were scheduled to begin today in Morton

Farm groups in Olton and Muleshoe are
scheduled to meet later this week to dis-
cuss plans in those towns

“Sorry. We support the American Agn-
culture Movement. After all, they sup-
port us. See va Tuesday momning,” one
sign taped across a major Littlefield de-
partment store window read, and others
much like it dangled from door knobs
and advertising displays across the city

Farmers Park, Talk

But once in town the farmers ran out of
things to do — with one exception — and
most simply parked their tractors and
talked

The exception was one city club that
didn’t comply with their demands. Be-
fore the farmers were through, though,
any patron trying to reach the establish-
ment would have had to climb through a
ring of 150 tractors to get inside

City police indicated the entire episode
was peaceful, or as one officer stationed
by the club termed their demonstration,
“nothing brt a bunch of jokirg farmers
out to do something because they don't
know what else to do.”

Farmers closed laundries after giving
patrons time to finish doing clothes left
in the dryers, and even succeeded in
shutting down major chain stores whose
out-of-state managers refused to budge

See BUSINESS Page 12

High Court ToRule

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme
Court agreed Monday to decide if seven
words the federal government considers
indecent may be aired on radio or televi-
sion

At the same time, the justices turned
down an attempt by 130 federal judges to
insulate their salaries from inflation and
sidestepped what may become an impor-
tant test case on the rights of reporters to
cover tnals

Senior Member Out

Only eight justices returned to the
bench following a four-week recess, how-
ever. Justice William J. Brennan Jr., the
court's senior member, was reportedly
undergoing treatment for a cancerous tu-
mor in his throat.

A court spokesman said Brennan, 71,
would not sit in on cases heard and consi-
dered for 10 days, and will be receiving
for the next seven weeks cobalt radiation
treatment for a malignant tumor of the
left vocal cord. Brennan began receiving
the treatments three days before Christ-
mas, the spokesman revealed

“Dirty Words" Case

In"the “dirty words’' case, the court
said it will hear an appeal by the Federal
Communications Commussion seeking to
have reinstated its 1975 absolute ban on
fhe seven words

The words depfct sexual or excretory
organs and activities

The US. Circuit Court of Appeals in
Washington struck down the ban, ruling
that 1t was overbroad and vague

The legal dispute began four years ago
when a New York City FM radio station,
WBAL, plaved a segment from the record
album, “George Carlin, Occupation
Foole

Spoken By Comedian

Carlin,- a popular comedian, spoke
about seven “cuss words’' in a satirical
monologue. The FCC ruled that the mon-
ologue was obscene and banned the use
of the words in any context

The appeals court agreed with the sta-
tion's owner, the Pacifica Foundation,
that the Carlin monologue was not ob-
scene and therefore deserved to be pro-
tected by the Constitution's free-speech
guarantees

Some of the words can be found in
great literary pieces and even the Bible,
the appeals court noted

In another case, the justices refused to
hear an appeal by federal judges who
contend the Constitution guarantees
them inflation-proof salariec. The judges
had lost their case previously before the
U S. Court of Claims

ax Problems hd |
Offered In Series

A SERIES by Ray De Crane giv-
ing advice on filling out income
tax returns and pointing out ways
taxpayers can trim their taxes
continues in today's Avalanche-
Journal

The second segment of the 14
part series may be found on Page
6, Sec. B.

Copies of De Crane's 64-page
book are not available at The Ava-
lancheJournal as was incorrectly
stated in a Monday morning story

However, a copy can be ob-
tained by sending a check or mon-
ey order for $1.25 to “Cut Your
Own Taxes,” in care of The Ava-
lanchesJournal, P.O. Box 489, Ra-
dio City Station, New York, N.Y.
10019 Please allow three weeks
for delivery.

The 130 judges filed their suit against
the government after their salaries were
raised only 5 percent between 1969 and
1977 — a period in which the cost of liv-
ing rose more than 50 percent

The judges had relied on that part of
the Constitution which states judges’ '
compensation “shall not be diminished.”

And the justices sent back to the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court an appeal that
asked them to devide whether criminal
trial courts, at the request of a defendant,

On ‘Dirty Words’

automatically may bar the pubic and
press from pretrial hearings and cut off
all information about those hearings.

The state Supreme Court, in ruling on
appeals from various news organizations
in a trio of much-publicized criminal cas-
es, upheld the practice. The news organi-
zations' appeal to the Supreme Court
challenged the constitutionality of such
court orders.

The justices said they needed to know

See NEWS RULING Page 12

Civil Rights Agency
Accuses City Schools
Of Rules Violations

By JEFF SOUTH
Avalanche-Journal Staff

THE US. OFFICE for Civil Rights
says Lubbock schools are in violation of
federal regulations for their alleged fail-
ure to provide special help to all students
of limited English-speaking ability here

Gilberto L. Herrera of Dallas, regional
chief for the agency, said federal funds to
the Lubbock Independent School District
may be curtailed unless more bilingual
teachers are hired, the district’s bilingual
education program expanded and other
cited deficiencies are corrected.

But school officials said Monday Her-
rera’s findings are wrought with errors
The district, they retort, is doing an “ex-
cellent, thorough™ job of meeting the
needs of children lacking in Engluh lan-
guage skills

Rebuttal Planned

They plan to write a rebuttal to Herrer-
a's letter, received late last week. If the
discrepancies can't be resolved, school
administrators said, the district will do
its best to implement Herrera's recom-
mendations — a task described as a
““massive undertaking” by Ed Stokes, the
district's director of elementary educa-
tion

The findings by the Office for Civil
Rights are unrelated — indeed, school of-
ficials said, in some ways contrary —
the U S. Justice Department’s push for a
systemwide desegregation plan for Lub-
bock public schools

The office conducted a review of Lub-
bock and about 330 other school districts
in 26 states for compliance with the US
Supreme Court’s 1974 decision in Lau vs.
Nichols. In that case, involving students
of Chinese descent in San Francisco, the
court ruled that a school system's failure
to provide special assistance to pupils not
proficient in English constitutes a viola-
tion of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964

The information for Herrera's review
of Lubbock was collected in 1975. For
that reason, many of his observations are
obsolete — if in fact they ever were true,
according to Stokes and Mary Gryder,
the district’s bilingual education special-
ist

In his letter, Herrera noted that recipi-
ents of federal funds, including Lubbock
schools, which annually get millions of
dollars from the federal government,
“‘are obligated to provide equal educa-
tional opportunities to national origin mi-
nority group children deficient in English
language skills."”

He went on to say Lubbock has been
found “in violation™ of that requirement.

““We have concluded that your district's

Bergland Defends Carter Farm Views

HOUSTON (AP) — Agriculture Secre-
tary Bob Bergland said Monday night
that “we deeply sympathize” with farm-
ers who are striking because of low com-
modity prices but defended the Carter
administration’s view that farmers must
continue to assume much of their own
risks.

“This administration stands by its poli-
cy and I think you agree that it is not pos-
sible and not the role of the federal gov-
ernment to guaranue ali farmers a profit
year after year.

Bergland's remarks were in a speech
prepared for the annual meeting of the
American Farm Bureau Federation.

“Farmers, like any other businessmen,

are entitled to a fair return on their in-
vestment, their labor and their manage-
ment skills,"”" he said.

“While the nation, in its own self-inter-
est, has a responsiblity to keep agricul-
ture productive and strong, the nation
does not have the responsibility of as-
suming all the risks of larmmg and to

guarantee full parity income,” Bergland
said.

The Colorado-based group, American
Agriculture, called a nationwide farm
strike on Dec. 14 in an effort to force
commodity prices to 100 percent of pari-
ty, an indicator which theoretically
would give farmers the same favorable

purchasing power their forebearers had
in 1910-14.

Farm prices are far below the full pari-
ty level, however, and last year, averaged
67 percent overall, the lowest annual av-
erage since 1933.

“However much we wish full parity
prices, most farmers and farm organiza-
tions realize that full parity by govern-
ment fiat would be a mistake,” Bergland
said.

“It would mean a government-estab-
lished marketing system that would be an
administrative and bureaucratic mon-
strosity,” he said. “Farmers would lose
all semblance of independence and

would be deprived of all decision-mak-
ing."

Moreover, Bergland said, that “a gov-
ernment-guaranteed full parity program
not only would create an massive burden
on the taxpayers but would drive already

high farmland to astronomical
heights and virtually eliminate farm fam-
ily agriculture itself.”

Earlier Monday, following a meeting
with President Carter, Bergland told re-
porters in Washington that a conference
last Friday with strike leaders in Omaha,
Neb., produced no affirmative action
plan for gaining the strikers' goal.

Carter “offered to be helpful any way

he could but had no action in mind,”
Bergland said.

Further, Beulmdnidth(lnhnwo(
no plans for the president to meet with

Bergland said he reported directly to
Carter in the wake of last Friday's con-
ference in Omaha, Neb., arranged by
farm state governors with strike leaders.
He said he told the president that ‘‘no af-
firmative action' plan emerged from the

meeting.
‘““‘He noted the comments and offered
to be helpful anyway he could,” Bergland
told reporters after with Carter.
Asked if Carter ofiered anything specif-
See ADMINISTRATION Page 12

efforts to identify and assess the linguis-
tic needs of national origin minority stu-
dents deficient in English skills and to
provide appropriate language services to
such students are inadequate,” Herrera
said in a letter to Superintendent Ed
Irons
Covers Three Areas

The alleged violations cover three
areas

First, the district “has not properly
identified on an individual basis those
students who have limited English-speak-
ing abilities.”

When Lubbock applied for 1975-76 fed-
eral bilingual monies, the district report-
ed it had 8488 “non-English dominant™
students, Herrera said. And yet, he said,
in a statement to the Texas Education
Agency shortly thereafter, the district re-
ported having only 1,239 youngsters who
were “predominant speakers of Spanish™
enrolled in formal bilingual programs

The discrepancy between these two fig-
ures suggests many students may be
going unserved, Herrera said. He said the
district's methods for identifying stu-
dents of English language deficits appear
“‘inaccurate and invalid.”

The second area of noncompliance,
Herrera said, is that “the district has
failed to categorize (the identified) stu-
dents.. in order to determine the extent
to which such students need bilingual
services.”

Only in the first grade has the district
used a bilingual test to determine how
limited in English skills the identified
students are, he said

The third area of non-compliance, Her-
rera said, is that the district’s bilingual
program is imited to too few schools

In 1975, he noted, the district told the
US. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare that about 2500 students

See ‘VIOLATIONS' Page 12
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Hurricane-Force Winds Flog N

By The Associated Press
Snow squalls in the Great Lakes, sub-
freezing weather in the South and coastal
floods with plummeting temperatures
and hurricane-force winds in the North-
east — not a nice day in the nation's east-
ern half Monday
In the West. meanwhile, Californians
dealt with rising tides that caused some
damage before receding, and snow and
treezing rain fell in Montana
Hurricane-force winds swept across
Cape Cod at Chatham, hurricane tide
gates were closed across harbor channels
to shut out the battering surf at New Bed-
ford, Mass., Providence, R.I., and Stam-
ford, Conn
Also in Connecticut, two Amtrak trains
were delayed for hours by a stuck draw-
bridge and a third was halted by wind-
blown debrnis on the tracks. Waterbury
police said the wind triggered burglar
alarms, and in Hartford, firemen said the
wind and rain apparently set off the city’'s
ur raid alarms, awakening residents
around midnight
Rains Take Life
Heavy rains in Massachusetts took at
least one life. John Gorman, 23, of Med
ford, Mass., was killed and a companion
injured before dawn when their car
swerved off a Medford road in a down-
pour and smashed into a tree
The Great Lakes east to New York
State area bore the brunt of the snow —
even inches fell in parts of Ohio — and
the National Weather Service said snow
squalls that reduced visibility to zero at

ome lakeshore points woul j continue
through the might
The harsh weather 1n Appalachia

caused stniking coal muners to cancel a
planned caravan to a non-union coal op
eration in Prestonsburg, Ky

As much as 7 inches of snow had fallen
in southwest Virginia by mid-morning

Winds Topple Towers

From the mid-Atlantic states to Maine
winds toppled transmission towers, blew
coast and
tides to more than 6 feet above
normal levels

Aut

out windows and along the

frove

in Knox County, Ohio, said
helicopters were pressed into service in
the search for a woman who reported by
citizens band radio that she and her two
children were stranded in their car

which ran olf a road and became stuck In

horities

Chess Masters
Adjourn Match

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (APY -\
tor Korchnor and Boris Spassky ad
wurned the 17th game of their 20-game
world chess championship challengers
match Monday after 40 moves

Korchnoi, playing white, sealed the
41st move of the Queen’s Indian defense
he was pursuing The game will be re

umed Tuesday

The self-exiled -Russian grandmaster
eads former world champion Spassky
by 8.5 points to 7 5 pounts

Korchnot needs two points to win the
match. which will determine who plavs
igainst Soviet world champion Anatoly
Karpov for the title later this vear

Both plavers had the same number of
preces when the game was adjourned
but some chess experts said Korchnoi
had the advantage

Korchnot now resides in the Nether
lands Spassky lives in France with per

mussion of the Soviet government
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In Minnesota, where the wind-chill fac-
tor drove temperatures to 64 below at
Rochester near the Twin Cities, residents
dealt with burst water pipes and had
trouble starting cars.

Temperatures in Georgia fell from the
60s to the teens during the night, icing
roads and causing numerous power out-
ages

Atlanta had a low of 12 Monday morn-
ing. and thousands ol power customers
were without electricity for varying peri-
ods during the mght.

Flonda citrus farmers were warned to
prepare for the coldest night so far this
winter as temperatures were expected to
drop into the teens by early Tuesday,
with freezing temperatures forecast as
far south as the Everglades. Jackson-
ville's temperature of 36 combined with
the wind chill for the equivalent of 7-de-
gree weather early Monday

On the West Coast, officials said waves
up to 5 feet smashed against board and
sandbag barriers Monday at Malibu, Cal-
if . but the damage was not as severe as
Sunday's tide

Rivers Near Flood Stage
Erie County in western Pennsylvania
had 10 inches of snow, while rivers ap-
proached flood stage in the Pocono area
of the east, causing families to evacuate
low-lving homes
The National Weather Service issued
gale warnings for the coastal areas of the
Chesapeake Bav and the Atlantic Ocean
The Northeast dealt with heavy rains
and winds that, combined with fngid air
moving in from the West, caused temper-
stures to plunge
In New York City, Central Park had a
high of 58 at 4 am.. but by early after
noon, the temperature had reached 32
and it was snowing. The National Weath
er Service expected readings in the teens
by mightfall
To the *north, the historic Cape Cod,
Mass., town of Provincetown was report-
ed swamped as the wind-dniven sea
rolled over the beaches
It's about 3 to 4 feet of water in some
streets,”” said a volunteer fireman. “It's
getting hke a nver
HRoads Impassable
Roads were reported impassable, boats
smashed against bulkheads, and power
outages were reported in scattered com
mututies along the Massachusetts coast
The U'S. Army Corps of Engineers said
y federal reservoirs in New England
toring tlood waters
Portland. Maine along the
t were tlooded and authorities
gan a search of buildings to make sure
me was trapped
in Providence. RI1. pumps
eod into emergency service to keep
Providence Rwer from flooding
jowntown The Weather Service said the
xastal ide reached 10 3 feet early morn
ng — almost 4'2 feet above normal
The Coast Guard reported that a 700
foot tanker carrying about 40,000 tons of

prers

were

lieating oil ran aground in the bay east of
Bistol, R.1., wn but there did not appear
to be any leakage

Officials did not know if the grounding
was due to seas, which ran as high was 10

BEACH HIT — Lincolnville Beach was o
and swollen seas Sunday and Monday

feet in 60 mph winds. The crew was re-
portedly out of danger.

Scattered school closings and numer-
ous delayed openings were reported
throughout the state, and the high winds

- Tl -
ne of many Maine areas hit by heavy rainfall
Here. high water ravages the nationally re-

apparently caused some mysterious inci-
dents in several places.

In Bridgeport, Conn., one of three
transmission towers used by WDJZ radio
was blown over by the wind Sunday

e Fpdid 8

ortheast

night, a spokesman said. The 180-foot
tower fell on station property and there
was no damage, except to the tower, said
the spokesman. The incident did not af-
fect the station's broadcast schedule

- - o s i
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Cigarette Tax
Total Shows Rise

AUSTIN (AP) — State cigarette taxes
rose by $517.332 last month compared
with December 1976, State Treasurer
Warren G Harding said Monday

The taxes totaled $24.359.528 For Nov-
ember. the total was $23.704.130

Shooting Suspect Held

A local woman remained in Lubbock
County Jail Monday after being charged
aggravated assault in connection
weekend shooting incident

Charged was Billie Jean Agers, 28 ol

15 E. 28th St Apt. 8. Justice of the
Peace Charles Smith set a §1.500 bond

The suspect i1s accused of shooting Wil

eS Lockett. 40, of 1511 Ave. D, late Sat
urday. Lockett was in satisfactory cond
tion Monday at Methodist Hospital

The shooting incident occurred about

| p.m. in the 2800-block of Weber Drive
Lockett told officers he had been arguing
with a woman and had ordered her out of

)

with
with

He said the woman got out, and then

hot hum. Lockett sustained a gunshot
wound in his right side
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was cnarged with the Saturday break-in
of Wester Elementary School at 4602 Chs
Cago Ave

Named in the burglary charge was M
chae! Benjamin Polick, 17, of 5011 57th
St. Polick. a Coronado High Schoo! sty
dent, was freed from county jail after
posting a $1.000 bond

A second person was turned over 1o ju
venile authorities in connection with the
case

Police reports indicated that two were
apprehended by officers inside the school
caletena

World s largest commercial buillding 15
the Merchandise Mart .n Chicago. 1!
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SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE
Lubbeck, 2404 Ave.
Registrotion:

Spring Semester, Lubbock High School
Cofeteria Jonvary 10 ond 11, 430 to
800 pm
Late Registration:

Daily ot office, Clowses begin Jonvary
16. Courses in outomotive technology,
business vocations, human services, child
development, respiratory theropy, recl
estate
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operate at our Main Office at
You mav not have noticed
That's because Danny wor
scene as our Operations Man

Several Hundred
Pairs

Values to $48.00

Arranged on
Racks For
Your Convenience

Huge Selection of Styles
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1110 Breadway

She's responsible for the Tellers. Savings
Counselors. Receptionists=people whose one
and only reason forbeing here 1s toserve you

Danny knows that making you happy

Danny Hardage
makes things go smoothly
for the people who
make things go smoothly.

You may have noticed how &

noothly things
1602 Avenue Q
Danny Hardage
ks behind the
ager
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LUBBOCK SAVINGS

That's convenience for you.
Main Office: 1602 Avenue Q. Phone 7639401
Es_uc Monterey Office: 3024 S0th Street / Redbud Office. » 40 Redbud Shopping Center / Quaker Office: 4430 SW Loop 289 @--- ———

works with work hard at working for vou
Whether vou have a problem Or need some
finanaial counsel. Or just want to take a few
minutes to chat about your new grandchild or
that big bass you hooked

So next time you visit our Mamn Office. take
a few moments and sav hello to Danny

She's easy to find right there behind the scene

So she and the people she
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Association Members Sought

A-J Correspondent
LITTLEFIELD — Men interested in forming unit of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans are invited to attend a meeting at 7 p.m. today in the home of Chris
Boatright, 1106 S. Wicker, Apt. 39.

The SCV is an association of male descendants of those who served in the
Confederate States of American in a military, naval or civil capacity. Candi-
dates for membership must be at least 16 years of age and must provide proof
of their Confederate lineage.

Travel Series Continues

A-J Correspondent

TULIA — The second series of travel films and lectures, sponsored by the
Tulia Rotary Club, will begin Thursday with *This is Paris.”

The 1978 series will continue with “Hawaii” on Jan. 26, “Holland and the
Amazing Dutch’ on Feb. 9, “*Doing It Danish” on March 3 and “Rivers of
Fire and Ice'" (remote Africa) on March 31

Each showing is scheduled at 7 pm. in the Tulia High School Auditorium
Price of a season ticket is $12 for adults and $6 for children 12 and under

Proreeds from the travel adventure film series will be used to develop a
publi¢ park at Lake MacKenzie

Tickets may be obtained from any Rotarian. J. W. Ervin is ticket chairman

Bunldmg Officers Elected

A-J Correspondent
TULIA — Tommy Womack has been elected chairman of the Swisher Coun-
ty Program Building Committee,
W. D. Inglis is the new vice-chairman and Mrs. Odell Jennings, secretary

YMCA Groundbreaking Staged

PLAINVIEW (Special) — Groundbreaking for the new Young Men's Chris-
tian Association building here will be at 2 p m Wednesday with the public invit-
ed

At a recent executive meeting, YMCA board members decided to add back in-
to the construction contract handball courts and sky lights over the swimming
pool. bring total cost of the building to $693.100

Norman Wright, chairman of the fund-raising drive, said additional funds are
being raised, that the new response is good and that the addition of the two
items in the contract will make 1t necessary for the drive to continue

Wright and board chairman Marshall Formby said at least $100,000 more dol-
lars must be raised

“These last two items are somewhat based on faith lhat the people of Plain-
view will continue the necessary additional funds to provide Plainview with the

HONOLULU (UPI) — Nine military
airplanes, a Coast Guard cutter and a na-
val cargo ship searched Monday for signs
of the 70 persons who abandoned the In-
dian grain freighter Chandragupta in
stormy seas Thursday

. A partially submerged lifeboat, several

empty life jackets and other debris were
spotted Sunday, the first sign of the 627-
foot vessel or its crew since the first and
last distress call Thursday night.

Among the 70 missing were four wives

LUBBOCK AVALANCHE-JOURNAL—Tuesdoy Morning, Jonvary 10, 1978—A-3

and two children who had accompanied
the ship's officer when the Chandragupta
left Portland, Ore., for Iran and Sri Lan-
ka on Dec. 28. The ship was last reported
1,000 miles northwest of Honolulu.

The freighter, owned by Shipping Corp.
of India and carrying a cargo of 34,000
tons of wheat, began to leak when beset
by high winds and extremely rough seas.
Weather conditions which have ham-
pered the search for survivors began to
moderate over the weekend.

The Coast Guard said the winds were
blowing at 30 to 40 knots in the search
area and the swells were 30 to 40 feet.

Coast Guard officers said launching
lifeboats in such weather was extremely
dangerous — even with a well-trained
crew — and survivors could oon perish
in open boats because of the cold.

The missing Chandragupta is the first
1978 casualty of treacherous weather con-
ditions which caused the sinking of four

Cruise Missile System Tested

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The sophisti-
cated cruise missile, a pilotless jet de-
signed to carry nuclear warheads to dis-
tant targets, was tested over the weekend
against US. air defense radar, the De-
fense Department said Monday.

For security reasons, spokesmen dec-
lined to say whether the missile was de-
tected on the radar system.

The department said only that an 18-
foot-long Tomahawk cruise missile was
fired from a Navy A6 attack plane Satur-
day at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., and
was flown against an unidentified type of
radar system

Since President Carter decided against
produetion of a fleet of B-1 bombers, the
cruise missile has been given top priority
in the administration's strategic weapons
development

Solons Okay

TRENTON, New Jersey — The Assem-
bly Monday passed legislation making
New Jersey the 13th state in the nation to
allow the use of the controversial drug
Laetrile in the treatment of cancer

The measure, passed by a vote of 47-6,
also would make New Jersey the first

Saturday's test was the first of six
scheduled this year, all designed to give
the Pentagon some idea of how well the
cruise might perform against Soviet air
defenses.

There have been allegations the weap-
on might prove vulnerable to the massive
Soviet defense system.

Future tests will be aimed at determin-
ing whether present U S. air defense sys-
tems would be able to shoot down cruise
missiles. Pentagon sources said the tests
will pit the cruise against the Army's
Hawk antiaircraft missile and the Phoe-
nix missile system carried by Navy F14
fighters

The cruise is a pilotless jet plane with a
highly accurate guidance system based
on a computer “‘map"’ of terrain enroute
to its target

Laetrile

state to allow the drug to be manufac-
tured and sold. The measure was sent to
Gov. Brendan Byrne, who has said he
will sign the bill

Gregorio said people who are terminal-
ly ill with cancer should have a last resort
to the drug.

Coffee with the Pastor

t)-

7:25 a.m. Mon-Fri.

KILBK TV Channel 13

Jerry Roherts, Host

Pentagon sources said the Tomahawk
is expected to produce the same image
on radar screens as would be made by an
object the size of a basketball, making it
difficult for Russian defenses to pinpoint.

Cruise missiles armed with nuclear
warheads are a new development in
strategic warfaré and one that has fig-
ured prominently in SALT negotiations
with Russia.

The Soviets, who are behind the United
States in cruise missile technology, have
insisted on limiting the cruise range to
about 1,500 miles.

Sources have estimated the Soviets
would have to spend $50 billion on a
crash program to develop an adequate
defense against the missiles, which
would be launched from outside Russian
borders by U S. B-52s or jumbo jets.

The administration hopes to have limit-
ed production capability of cruise mis-
siles as early as 1980, but it will be several
years later before they are available in
large numbers.
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| Rescuers Seek Ship’s Survivors

large vessels in the North Pacific in 1977,
with the loss of 35 lives.

logs while en route from Vancouver to
Japan. No sign of its 31-member crew of
Korean nationals was ever found.

The 840-foot Liberian super tanker

eight crew members wete
39th man jumped into the
slick and was lost.

Lline 763-3874
(806) 634-5584
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Onion Soup

Hobbs Extends

Cablevision
Franchise

A-J Correspondent

HOBBS, N M — The Hobbs City Com
mission has agreed to renew Hobbs Ca
blevision’s franchise for another 12
vears

According to Peter M. Nisselson, pres
ident of Cable Information Systems in
New York and parent company of the
Hobbs firm, most of the franchises
around the country are on a 15-year ba
sis, but the firm agreed to a compromise
when some city commissioners suggest
ed only a 10-year renewal and others
asked for 12 vears

The agreement between the city and
the franchise holder calls for Hobbs Ca
blevision to pay to the city three percent
of its gross revenues earned within the
This also means revenue earned
from the Home Box Office operations

Hobbs Cablevision manager Thomas
Staubitz, says the company in Hobbs
plans to spend some $125.000 during this

kind of YMCA building that is needed."' the two men said
/’)
/]
/

cily

699

vear to “upgrade and expand the Now * ht ot everythn
Hobbs svstem . ¢ the perbfect ¢

Staubitz also says the system plans to ‘
drop the CBS affiliate, Channel 7 in

Odessa, and add KAVE-TV, an ABC af
filiate with offices in Carlsbad This will
leave only one CBS alfiliate on the cible
svstem which 1s KBIM in Roswell

City  commissioners hesitant
about extending the cable's franchise 15

were

D'DDnllml

et Home &N 8

Outstanding savings
on stainless flatware
complete 70-pc. sets

tricts for upgrading of services and facili- ited quantity

® Housewares

vears because of citizen complaints ’e k <t as aned canbe
about the quality of television reception i s
on the cable in late 1975 However, a 6 werving pieces . ~
new manager for the company, Peter g D¢ M.
Hess came to town at that time, and he d A =
was able to restore acceptable television ® 6.——‘-————
reception in the area
According to Staubitz, the Hobbs firm a—o
plans to extend cable television to Eun
e and Jal soon
Probation Meeting
-
Planned In Lubbock - '
The newly created Texas Adult Proba Chrome ‘Multi-Fry-Cook’ Shelve it prettlly X v "
; . W : o e "l
tion Commission will meet here & 9-8 | giand Mixmaster by Nordicware on this etagere :
am Friday in Lubbock’s Hilton Inn, 505 )
Ave Q
The agenda will include discussion of 9 9 I 99 I 99 3 ! ..
proposed standards for adult probation 99 99 volue . 22 99 Orig. 29 99 “
and development of a state-wide system o il A
for funding adult probation departments Sunbeom’s powerful do-it-oll slow ere s every g yov
The commission was created by the re- 225.wott motor mo soks stews fondues olwoys wanted in o -
: It probat e ) . >
LS S ave v 4l i 12 sbant hebing unt; hekes I
: : § ~ el
and to improve program effectiveness douah hooks for and deep fries! Vori g b s 1
According to executive director Don R kneading ond 4-qt oble temperoture plonts. Room for oll K o
Stiles, the commission was alsogformed nd 1's-at. stoinle: contrdl mokes -eoch remarkables with $10 ) ! b '
__to_provide alternatives to incarceration vark i 2t i ‘ sctdalbivna Lo sonings.don - "Q %
by providing financial aid to judicial dis- bowls included. (im cooking chore eosy 10, i e

ties other than jails and prisons

Judges and chief adult probation offi-
cers have been invited to attend the ses-
sion

Mayor Re-Elected

To Unwanted Post

BIWABIK, Minn. (AP) — Robert
Woods tried not to be mayor of Biwabik
any more. Oh, how he tried.

But it didn't work.

Woods has been mayor of the Iron

Range community for 12 years. He re-
signed. He refused to run for re-election.
He snubbed a write-in campaign on his
behalf.

But he won the 1977 race anyway, 381
to 195, all on write-in votes over a lone
candidate who did file.

“And it makes me feel good. You bet it
does,” said Woods, 46, who is employed
by a mining company

Easy oven-broiler
by Toastmaster®

399

Reg. 4999
Unique

enamel cotalytic oven

porcelain

surfoces ore self-
cleaning! With re-
movable doors, troys

ond rocks for eosy &

cleaning

Shop Dillard’s in South Plains Mall Monday through Satudoy 10AM to 9PM

Cushioned vinyl
bath seats now

reduced 20%
I 99
Reg S15

Eosy to install,
to clean ond such o
colorful accent in yel-
low, brown,
blue, black or white!
With non-corrosive
pins, nuts

easy

cognac,

49 off Revere 1

99
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Complete 12-pc.

<lad bottoms.

3-pc.
stainless cookset

$139 open stock valve

Save $549 over open
stock prices on the ul-
timate in long-lasting
stainless cookware.
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with original copper-
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AN EDITORIAL:

Defense--Cut Fat, Not Bases

IF THE PENTAGON has as much of a
one-track mind in military strategy as it has
in budget cutting, we'll be in a heap of trou-
ble come the next war.

About the only way the Department of De-
fense appears to see for “saving” money is
to close training bases.

While this approach may, indeed, have a
small impact on the Defense budget itself,
there is little evidence to suggest that in the
total context of the federal budget it really
helps the taxpayers at all.

In fact, it may have more harmful effects
than good ones in many instances.

PENTAGON PLANNERS are now at
work on a new round of military base clos-
ings and reductions which they calculate will
save up to $300 million a year, news services

report.

Out of a total budget that is expected to
jump by $9 billion or so to the neighborhood
of $125 billion next year, that ‘“‘savings”
would be more window dressing than real

While we are 1,000 per cent for saving a
couple of hundred or three hundred million
dollars anywhere we can if it can be justified
by the facts, we'd feel a lot more confidence
in the Pentagon if it would look in places
where there is real fat to trim

We refer, of course, to personnel costs, in-
cluding the $9 billion-plus being paid out
each vear for military retirement pay

AN EDITORIAL:

Salaries of active and retired military per-
sonnel are specially generous in relation to
those of the civilian population. Since the
Pentagon planners would be cutting into thir
own gravy train if they recommended any
cutbacks here, though, they certainly won't
do so

CLOSING MILITARY bases, however, can
be counterproductive in the total context of
national programs ‘

Increased unemployment in the commun-
ty. for example, may bring widespread eco-
nomic suffering and bigger outlays by other
government departments in the wake of a
base's closing

There is some indication, too. that Snow
Belt states are pushing for closing Sun Belt
bases in order that the military payrolls can
be shifted to the colder climes.

A NUMBER OF superfluous and unneces-
sary bases have been closed over the years
It's to the point now, however, that addi-
tional closings must be weighed carefully to
determine, first, if the action would actually
improve Defense efficiency and, second, if
the savings would be real or illusory consi-
dering all the side effects

Holding the line on pay and benefit pack-
ages for servicemen would appear to be a
far more effective and commendable way to
make the Defense dollars stretch farther

Motorists Earn Rate ‘Hold’

A SHORT “breathing spell” before anoth-
er increase in car insurance rates has been
granted Texas motorists by the State Insur-
ance Board

That almost comes under the ““man bites
dog" heading, so rare a bit of good econom-
IC news il 1s

Insurance companies, despite soaring prof-
its last year, had requested higher rates that
would have boosted premiums charged Tex-
as car owners by an average of 17.4 per cent

The Insurance Board said “no.”" however
and advised the industry that it won't consi-
der any increases until its next regularly
scheduled rate hearing in July

EVEN IF IT APPROVED a rate boost at
that tume, the new premiums probably
would not go into effect until October, ac-
cording to Board Chairman Hugh Yantis

The Insurance Board's own staff had rec-
ommended an immediate 10.1 per cent In-
crease in car insurance rates. This would
have been on top of a 7.1 per cent increase
in October. 1976, which was on top of a 17
per cent increase in 1975, which was on top
of an 8 per cent increase in 1974

ART BUCHWALD:

That's more than 32 per cent increase in
three yvears but the insurance companies
nevertheless requested another 17.4 per cent
increase last summer, saving soaring car re-
pair bills and other costs justified the re-
Qur |

If granted. the increase would have added
$193 million to the annual premiums paid by
Texas motonsts

SURPRISINGLY. the Texas Auto Insur-
ance Service Office said that the Board's ac-
tion 1n rejecting the request ““was not unrea-
sonable

David Irons, attorney for the group of 350
car insurers represented by the TAIS, sad
figures compiled by the Board's actuary in-
dicated the first half of 1977 “was a little
better than they had forecast.™

This 1s consistent with recent profit re-
ports issued by insurance companies

But while motonsts can enjoy the “re-
prieve” as long as it lasts, it can not be for-
gotten that rates will shoot up again unless
the accident rate is reduced and unless the
line 1s held on the prices that body shops
charge for repairs

Overdoing It Is Human, /

Especially On

1 BELIEVE | SHOULD have an opportunity to
defend myself against the insidious charges that |
behaved in a gluttonous manner, and engaged in
a disgusting display of excess eating and drinking
duning the recent holiday season

There are two sides to every Christmas and
New Year's story

First, | would like to deal with the fruit cake
It's true | ate the whole damn thing in three
days, but there was a perfectly valid reason for it

Contrary to reports, | did not order the fruit
cake, nor did I pay for it. It was sent to me by an
old college friend named Jerry Altshuler, whom |
haven't seen in years

He lives in Oklahoma City, so I have to assume
he struck it rich in either oil or gas—or fruit
cakes. In any case | happened to be at home
when it arrived and [ signed for it

My lawver ~-Ed Bennett Williams, advised me
that the nerson who signs for a fruit cake at
Christmastime has to eat it. So I did, and theré&
fore everyone is going around saying that I made
a pig of mysell.

NOW ABOUT THE seven cups of eggnog |
drank at the neighbor’s house across the street on
Christmas Eve {

I won't deny ! did drink therh, as witnesses

Holidays

Angeles-Minnesota game

The only trouble was no guests showed up

Gevelin had to go to Philadelphia to visit his re-
latives. Califano canceled out at the last moment
s0 he could revise his welfare reform bill once
agmn, and Valenti's wife made him go caroling
with the children

So the poppycock was just sitting there in the
can | didn't touch it until the first half ended
Well by then one poppycock led to another, and
before | knew it the game was over and the can
was empty

I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE going to bring up
next—the Kron Chocolate covered strawberries
from Neiman Marcus

[ swear | didn’t know they were loaded. Some-
one placed them out on the piano right on the
path to the kitchen where we keep the beer.

It was a case of pure entrapment. The person
who put them there is just as guilty as I am, but
the media hasn't written a word about him® her?
it?

1 won't dignify the charges concerning the dis-
appearance of the pistachio ice cream from the
refrigerator

It's true 1 was in the kitchen that evening at
midnight when it was last seen in the freezer.

But someone else followed me in there after |
went upstairs. | know because the next morning
all the pumpkin pie was gone, and | had left one
slice in the pie plate.

AS FOR DRINKING, I'll admit I lost my moral
compass. First there was the Gil Hahn party
when he broke out four bottles of Chateau Latour
1965.

Then the Quinn party to celebrate Christmas
past, and the Bellows open house party to cele-
brate Christmas future, followed by the Elfin an-
nual New Year's Eve party where someone tried
to take my gusto away from me.

It's all rather hazy, but the point is not one ac-
tion I took in terms of eating or drinking during
the holidays was premeditated They were all
crimes of passion.

And 1 don't see why I should take the rap from
my doctor just because I didn't want to spoil,
what many people consider, the happiest time of
the year

ROWLAND EVANS & ROBERT NOVAK:
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Dwtnbuted by LA Temes Syndhcate

‘Rihg’ In New Year?

WASHINGTON—A new delay in sending Con-
gress any national health insurance plan is brew
ing fresh trouble between President Carter and
AFLCIO president George Meany, following the
first réjection ever by a Democratic President of
an invitation to the AFLLIO national conven-

ton

The Note

WASHINGTON—~I am pretty for the

sOIrTy
more than 3.000 emploves of the World Bank and

the International Monetary Fund stationed in
Washington because thev are forced to live in one
of the world's most attractive cities and some-
times the toast under the caviar 1s cold. But they
have just strained the quality of my sympathy

The two agencies are asking Congress for a
budget increase of four billion clams And since
U'ncle Sam 1s the biggest contributor to their hife
style, the biggest bite would come from thee and
me

My interest in the agencies, which lend money
to underdeveloped countnes and try to stabilize
national currencies. has been reawakened be
cause | recently spent an afternoon enjoving
some of their emploves’ perks

To wit, | was nch for a few hours lolling about
the prmuate country club maintained for high-level
toilers at the World Bank, the IMF, the Asian De
velopment Bank and the Inter-American Devel
opment Bank

THIS FUN PLACE was financed by the agen
cies, which means the taxpayers of participating
countries. It cost $1.128.000 to buy 282 acres of
land in nearby, expensive Montgomery County
and another $1 mullion to build the elegant joint

Financing comes from interest collected on
loans and from returns on ather investments. The
agencies’ charters sav interest money must be
earmarked to cover administrative costs

Anvway, this recreational Taj Majal tempts me
to join up with the World Bank as vice president
in charge of champagne-chilling

There s an 18-hole golf course, a 270-yard driv-
Ing range, putting greens, a field for soccer, foot-
ball and cncket, a croquet course. a small lake
stocked with fish, picnuc areas, a summer ampi-
theater. eight tenmis courts

And. volleyball and badminton courts, a

swimming pool complex,” a golf building, a
combination bar and gnll, a field house with
snack bar, locker rooms and 638 parking spaces
There 1s no initiation fee, only a charge of $42 a
month

YEAH. WHEW' But a neighbor who works for
the IMF defends the place on the grounds that
many foreign employes are barred from other
country clubs because the color of their skin is
wrong.. or they lack an Ivv League accent, or
can’t boast of a forefather who stole a railroad
He seems to suggest that anyone who criticizes
the club 1s a racist

I'll run the nsk of being so-labeled, however

. Washington—like a lot of other cities—is full of

people who can’t get into private clubs because
of social deficiencies.

Such citizens are forced to use the public parks
and drive a hundred miles to the nearest beach.
Public monies have not yet been employed to fi-
nance a private club for accountants at the Agri-
culture Department or the charwomen at the In-
ternal Revenue Service

AT ANY RATE, there is a movement in Con-
gress to cut these agencies down to merely big-
ger-than-life size.

The Senate Appropriations Committee com-
plains that the personnel practices of the organi-
zations “are suggestive of an institutionalized
granting of lifetime sinecures...and the pursuit of
dringe benefits has been raised to an art form.”

Have at it, Congress. At the very least, sirs, you
could remommend that if the agencies have too
much money on their hands they might use said
mazuma to pay operating expenses. Outside of
government, most of us employ this last resort.

EVANS

Moreover, Carter promised to inyite Meany 1o a
White House huddle over 1978 legislative strategy
tor labor-backed bills

Yet Meany's telephone has not been rung by
the White House since Meany returned here from
the early December convention in Los Angeles

A call might have helped smoothe over the
President's boycott of the Los Angeles conven
uon

When Carter asked whether he could address
the convention by telephone from Washington
Meany said okay, but the White House would
have 1o make the arrangements

The White House never followed through f(al
though Meany himself ordered a special hookup
to amplify a call from the ailing Sen. Hubert
Humphrey)

Although the summons to come to the White
House for the legislative huddle has not yet
come, Meany can wait into the new year to see
the President

What bothers him more i1s the clear signal that
the much-touted Carter health-care program has
been quietly dumped overboard as excess bag
gage for 1978

LABOR'S ANTI-MEANY Llberal wing, most
notably the United Auto Workers (not part of the
AFLL10 has made the major public campaign
tor national health care

However, Meany inumates say he is no less
committed to a major health drive by the first
Democratic admunistration in eight years

The postponement of national health care from
an immediate to a “first term” goal, as pro

laimed by Health, Education and Wellare Secre
tary Joseph Califano, is seen at AFLLCIO head-
quarters as just one more retreat from a hard
Carter campaign promise

Stung by the President’s failure to make an ap
pearance at his reelection ceremony in Los An
geles, the 83-year-old Meany will try to pin hum
down on a health bill imetable

His chances of success seem no better than
when he vainly tried to push the President into
support for another losing Meany proposition
the bill to legalize common-status picketing

*

PUBLICATION OF AN “expose” account of
the 1975 fall of Saigon as seen through the eyes of
a Junior Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) opera-
tive has postponed, if not ended, a promotion
planned for Thomas Polgar, the CIA's last station
chief in Saigon

Decent Interval,” the book by Frank Snepp
centers on high-level decision-making leading to
the forced evacuation of Saigon

Polgar was given such a prominent part in
Snepp's book that CIA officials have decided
against his scheduled assignment as station chief
in Bonn—one of CIA’s most important posts

Polgar's “cover” had been completely shat-
tered

That decision delays the forced retirement of
the present Bonn station chief

He had been ticketed, along with more than 200
other senior clandestine CIA officers, with invol-
untary separation from the agency—the first
batch in a mass firing that will total over 800 be-
fore it ends

*

SECRETARY OF ENERGY James Schlesin-
ger's hope to resolve the energy bill impasse on
the basis of a natural gas compromise authored
by Sen. Bennett Johnston of Louisiana may foun-
der on the outrage it has caused among a vital
Johnston constituency: Louisiana’s politically po-
tent independent oil producers

The independents felt Johnston's proposal re-
treated too far from their goal of full natural gas
deregulation.

After it failed on a 9 to 9 tie vote of the Senate
Energy conferees, Johnston withdrew his sup-

port.

The senator told us he agrees with Schlesinger
that his proposal is the most likely way to end the
energy impasse but added he will not restore his
support unless the Louisiana independents agree.

That's the problem.

Key independent producers grumble that John-
ston earlier this year failed to battle for gas dere
gulation until they pressed him.

They now intend to press him to abandon his
compromise altogether

Thus, with the senator up for re-election this
year, passage of an energy bill to open the new
year's session of Congress is no sure thing.

VIRGINIA PAYE TTE,'L
Time For
Change?

ZERO-POPULATION-growth boosters aren't
too thrilled over hints that another baby boom is
on the way, but businessmen are jubilant enough
to start knitting tiny booties.

Their enthusiasm is understandable. Lots of ba-
bies means lots of buying, and when the birth
rate goes up, so do sales of everything from hous-
es to cribs to washing machines.

Small wonder they're keeping their eyes on sta-
tistics showing that, for more than a year now,
more babies are being born each month than in
the same month a year ago. In September, which
was the last time anybody counted new noses,
the total was up a yowling six percent.

Not only that, there are more prospectie
mothers around. If you include women from 15
to 45 (you almost have to.a million teen-agers
get pregnant every year), 35 percent more. And
this group is expanding by nearly a million a
year
" That's the bulk of the postwar baby boom and
it's beginning to hit 30. a now-or-never age for
any young wife who's been postponing a famuly
And. apparently. a lot of them have decided now
is the time

THE BEST PART OF all this, as far as the
merchants are concerned, is that a higher propor-
tion of these births will be first children And
anvbody knows new parents (and grandparents)
spend twice as much on the first one as thev do
on anv others that come along

The bovs in the baby business can hardly wai
Thev figure the long dry spell 1s finally over

But they might be counting their chickens be-
fore they're hatched

At least one group of charts-and-graphs experts
is convinced there's no guarantee that even a
mini baby boom is on the way

And even if one does come along, it won't have
anywhere near the impact of the 30-year postwar
birth rate

For one thing. according to economists from
New York's Citibank, despite the 35-percent
growth of women of child-bearing age between
1961 and 1977. they didn't increase their families
as much as they told poll-takers they planned to

IN FACT. IT WAS the other way around: births
actually declined by 25 percent. (So much for
hanging your hat on what a woman tells a survey
or. at least anything as private as how many ba-
bies she wants )

No matter what thev sav. voung wives are im
iting their children to 2 | each And anybody who
thinks inflation isn't chpping the stork’s wings
hasn't paid attention to what it cost to feed
house and educate a kud these days: $165.000 is a
bare mimmum and that's a lot of money to ook
at when vou re starting out on a budget

Another reason big families aren't popular any
more 1s that young wives are, thanks to Lady Lib-
bers. more career-<conscious than ever before in
fact. women are finding jobs faster than the labor
bureau can keep up with them

Last vear 1t raised its estimates of the increase
in working women to 2.5 million by 1980 and five
million bv 1990 But even that's outof-date
women entenng the labor force have already pas
sed the 1980 total, and there's no sign they |l de
cide 10 stav home, babies or no babies

So what s a poor businessman to do?

WELL. THE EXPERTS have an answer for
that oné, too Better ne should buy a crystal ball
and learn to anticipate changing life-styles and
shifting population patterns

That, they say, 1s the best way to keep th
cast registers clanging

For openers, he should zero in on those in the
24-10-44-age group and pay more attention to how
they buy than how they breed

Economusts think this will be the fastest-grow
ing group in the next 10 vears and (which is what
the marketing men are really interested in' the
heavy snenders

Hotnes have to be bought. furniture and app
ance: picked out and children raised. (Even if the
boom doesn t materialize, there are stll those 2 |
to be cared for

BUT S