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Cheri Oberg, 20, wearing the “‘odd” T-shirt, and
Elayne Nista, 25, with the ‘“‘even’ T-shirt, fill the
tank for a customer in Downey, Calif. Tuesday. The

;.“.

shirts are in recognition of California’s new gas
allocation program which officially began Wednes-
day. (AP Laserphoto) .

Rationing in California

Drivers find little relief

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — The first day of an
‘“‘odd-even’’ gasoline rationing scheme appeared to
bring little relief as many California drivers again
found themselves in long service station waiting lines.

Lines of up to 75 cars were reported in suburban Los
Angeles, where some motorists said they had put off
buying gas for a week to wait for rationing to begin.

“I've been doing a lot of walking for the last two
weeks and I just coast the 13 miles to work,” said

In Texas too?

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Gov. Bill Clements said today
that plans are being made to ease gasoline shortages, if
situations similar to California develop in Texas.

“It is not a standby rationing plan as such,” said Jon
secretary. Ford said this plan
might include such procedures as setting aside separate
days for selling gas to automobiles with odd- and even-
number license plants, or for special hours for gasoline

Ford, Clements’

sales.

‘““Any practical approach to easing the use of gasoline
id. “So far no specifics

_ if a shortage develops,” Ford sa
have been workedout.” ————

Kenneth Jann of Alhambra, who waited in line at 7:30

The plan, which alternates days of eligibility to buy
gas between drivers with odd and even-numbered
license plates, began at midnight and appeared to
have little success in reducing lines.

Drivers also faced shortages of the kind of fuel they
needed. Several station owners reported being out of
regular and low on unleaded.

Cars stretched six blocks at one West Los Angeles
station — about the same as Tuesday — and about 15

requirement.

driverless cars were parked overnight at a Santa
Monica station, waiting for the pumps to open at 8

a.m.

In Culver City, two drivers played checkers on a car
trunk as they waited in a line.

Most station owners checked this morning to be sure
drivers with only license plates ending in odd numbers
were in line. Few attempted to check fuel gauge levels
to see if they were half-full or less, another new

“I'm not really checking to see whether tanks are

half full,” said Walt Fisser, owner of a Los Angeles
area station. I don't want to get my head chopped

Israeli tanks, troops
reported in Lebanon

By The Assoclated Press

Twenty-five Israeli and Christian
tanks and an unknown number of
soldiers were reported to have taken
up positions in southern Lebanon
today following three days of Israeli
air strikes against guerrilla targets
and another terrorist attempt across
the frontier.

The provincial governor in the
southern port city of Sidon said the
tanks entered Shakara and were near
Braachit, both six miles north of the
border and about 15 miles east of

Tyre.

Braachit is.one of several towns
that Israeli-backed Maj. Saad Had-
dad recently ordered to join his brea-
kaway state in southern Lebanon. The
provincial governor said the tanks
moved in about 7 a.m.

A spokesman for the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization confirmed the
movement, and the Iraqi News Agen-
cy said there were 30 Israeli tanks
and about 300 soldiers in the force.

However, it was not clear if the
tanks were being redeployed within
Haddad’s enclave or had actually
moved into the area from Israel.

*It might be the preparation for a

new invasion,”" said the PLO spokes-
man, referring to the March 1978
Israeli invasion of southern Leba-
non.
When the Israelis withdrew last
year, they left a six-mile border strip
in the hands of Haddad and his 1,500
militiamen. Much of the invasion
area is occupied by a 6,000-man U.N.
peacekeeping force.

Meanwhile, the Tel Aviv command
reported an Israeli army patrol
clashed with a band of Palestinian
guerrillas on the Israeli-Lebanese
border early today, wounding and
capturing one. .

The guerrilla squad was discovered
at about 4 a.m. attempting to cross
the border fence west of Kiryat
Shmona into Israel. In a brief ex-
chnnge of fire one guerrilla was
wounded and captured while the rest
of the band escaped back across the

border into Lebanon, the army
spokesman said. No Israelis were re-
ported hurt in the clash.

From interrogation of the captured
guerrilla, it was learned that the band
originated in Tyre, on Lebanon’s Me-
diterranean coast, accol to the -
brief announcement. It wa$ not dis-
closed how many guerrillas were in
the squad, but the announcement said
they intended to attack civilians.

Police also dismantled a bomb
found near a Jerusalem bus stop
today as Israelis braced for guerrilla
raids following three straight days of
Israeli air strikes against Palestinian
targets in Lebanon.

The Israeli public has been .espe-
cially alert to terrorist attempts since
Palestinian guerrillas raided the
northern settlement of Nahariya last
month, killing four persons.

Israeli warplanes attacked Pales-
tinian targets in Lebanon for four
cbnsecutive days after the raid in
April, and on Tuesday flew their third
stulg.ht day of reprisal missions this
month. :

School board concerned
over minority test scores

By BILL MODISETT
Staff Writer

Concern over achievement test
scores of minority students in the
Midland Independent School District
resurfaced Tuesday afternoon during
the board’s regular meeting.

Dr. Viola Coleman brought up the

" issue by asking the board for some

action “‘to start narrowing this gap."
The physician said she was con-
cerned about achievement test scores

. of minority students in the MISD.

Those test scores, she said, repre-
sent only one of a number of problems
in the school district relative to mi-

—nority students, which these students

believe are not being addressed by
the board or the school administra-
tion.

Although the board took no action,
Superintendent Dr. James Mailey
was instructed to present additional
information about what is being done
at the board’s next regular meeting.

Dr. Coleman also told the board
the number of local minority teachers
hias been on the decrease in the dis-
trict in recent years. As a result,
black teachers have organized to at-
tempt to bring about some beneficial
changes.

Dr. Mailey is expected to meet with

black teachers May 17 and indicated
he will report to the school board
on that meeting.

Specifically, Dr. Coleman said the
needs of the district include a smaller
teacher-pupil ratio, earlier diagnosis
of children with special learning
problems and less ‘‘social promotion”
— moving children to the next higher
grade even though they have not
achieved that .

Accol to Dr.Coleman, a ‘“‘gap"”’
also exists in the schools between
administration and the school board
and the community is aware of it.

Citing what she said is the declining
number of black teachers in the
school system, Dr. Coleman said ad-
ditional minority teachers could help
black students learn quicker and bet-
ter.

Suggesting the school district
should look on the educational process
as “‘multi-cultural,”’ Dr. Coleman
said educational consultants possibly
could be employed by the school dis-
trict to assist teachers in overcoming
the problems.

In answer to Dr. Coleman's state-
ment, Dr. Mailey told board meémbers
the district has set priority godls as
part of its five-year plan and that
those goals include the improvement
of learning by minority students.

The efforts in those goals focus
mainly on teaching methodology, he
said, but the budget also calls for
using some consultant help.

‘*Success is the name of the game,”
Mailey said. “‘I'm not at all satisfied
with progress our youngsters are

m

Board member Ed Runyan said the
school district does not need a “‘quick
solution to a longerm problem.”
What is needed, he said, is to “‘zero-in
on this particular problem, arrive at a
plan of action and implement it.

“We've got to have a time frame.”

Board members also heard a report
on the “Partners In Reading” pro-
gram operated by the school district
in conjunction with the Junior League
of Midland. The program, which has
been in existence some two years, has
been given financial assistance by the

le,lg:e.

school district’s five-year plan
commits the program to continue,
and the recommendation of the
league was that the program contin-

ue.
Marshall McCrea was elected presi-

_dent of the board in balloting for this

year’s board officers. Outgoing presi-
dent is Johnny Warren. Elected vice
president was Ed Runyan, and James
Ramsoure is the new secretary.

Fife switches plea to ‘guilty’

FORT WORTH — Stephen Patrick
Fife, 22, on trial for the strangulation-
murder of his 19-year-old girl friend
nine months ago, switched his plea
from “not guilty” to “‘guilty” after
1% hours of plea bargaining here

Police guard confiscated drugs

By MIKE SLATON
Staff Writer

Dust rises to surround the tires of a
rusted old car as it rolls into the clay
driveway. The dog on the porch stirs
himself to bark as a young man steps
out of the car, crosses the yard and
enters the house.

Minutes pass. The dust slowly set-
tles back onto the driveway and
covers the hood of the car with a grey
film. The dog drifts back to sleep.

Music breaks the stillness a half
hour later as the door to the house
opens and the same young man steps
out. In his arms are two brown paper
shopping bags. Inside the bags, indi-
vidually wrapped in newspaper, are
10 pounds of marijuana.

The people in this house eventually
will be arrested,
enforcement officials who
the typical scene.

The young man who just purchased
the marijuana is an undercover nar-
cotics agent.

Although weeks or months will pass
before the arrest is made, the two
sacks of suspected marijuana must
be kept somewhere.

For the present, it will be transfer-
red to a secure holding place and
marked as evidence. In time, the

scribed

-material will be tested, presented as

evidence in court, and, eventually
destroyed.
Along with those two sacks, on

their way through the judicial pro-

cess, are 12 50-pound bails of marijua-
na seized when a plane belly-landed in

{

to law

a local field, a shoebox full of meth-
amphetamines confiscated in an ear-
lier “bust” and thousands of dollars
worth of illegal drugs and material
suspected of being illegal drugs.

LAW ENFORCEMENT agencies in
Midland and throughout the country
are faced with the same problems:
how to maintain security for.the con-
fiscated drugs and how to maintain a
positive chain of custody.

As with all material confiscated for -

evidence, whether it be a possible
murder weapon or samples of hair,
custody of confiscated drugs must be
documented in all steps of handling.
_ From the agent who first takes pos-
session of the drugs to the person who
ultimately destroys it by court order,
all persons handling the evidence

must be a recognized and identifiable

This documented chain must be
maintained so there is no room for
lapses in custody that might preju-

evidence custody.
be kept from any possible tampering

- custody is maintained

dence confiscated by the police de-
partment.
There are two ways
come into the custody of the
ment, said Fine. One is when an

g

officer outside the narcotics division
takes the evidence into custody; the
other occurs when a member of the
narcotics division makes the “‘bust.”

“If the narcotics division makes the
bust,” said Fine, “the evidence offi-
cer (Fine) is called to take the evi-
dence into custody.”,

NO ONE OTHER than himself is
allowed to even touch the evidence,
Fine said. '

In the case of an arresting officer
confiscating a suspected drug, said
Fine, the officer k the evidence in
his possession until booking proce-
dures are completed. It is then
marked with a tag giving the case

__number and the officer handling the
idence :

- The material is then placed in &

speci
er to which only Fine has the key. The -

evidence remains there until he

until it is taken
Public Sa labe
to court as evidence

Tuesday.
He was sentenced to 50 years in
prison as a result,

Fife had been indicted for the July
19, 1978, death of Catherine Ann
“Fifi” Murphy, his girl friend of three
years. Seven months later, on Feb.
8, Fife led Jerry Davis, chief investi-
gator for Ector County District Attor-
ney John Green, and other lawmen to
a grave, near the banks of the Pecos
River in Crane County, containing the
decomposed remains of Miss
Murphy. : '

The change in pleas came after
Fife's attorneys, Royal Caswell and
Cynthia Clack, bargained with Green
and his staff. Green consulted with
Thomas Murphy, father of Miss
Murphy.

The case was transferred from

* Odessa to Fort Worth on a change of -

venue, warranted, said the defense,
due to the saturation
the time Miss Murphy was reported

~ Weather

" 0000”"".'..““

from-

missing last July until and after her
body was found.
Plea-bargaining sessions began

- after Odessa &dmolodst Dr. Richard

Cohen descri to the jury the ex-
huming of Miss Murphy from the

grave.

The prosecution also presented 36
photographs of the gravesite and of
the uncovering of the body.

Attorneys for the defense objected
to 24 of the photographs and called
them “*highly inflammatory and prej-
udicial.” -~ )

Presiding Judge Joe Connally of
Odessa overruled the objections.

The pathologist, who performed an
autopsy on the body the morning fol-
lowing the exhuming, said he was
“not able to draw any conclusions’’ on
cause of death. However, he did say,
under examination by Green, that it
was “entirely possible” that strangu-

: (Seem.haeu)‘
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Rain is expected today through Thursday morning from the .
central and southern Plains to the upper Great Lakes. Showers
are forecast form eastern Texas to the Midwest and in the
Carolinas, West Virginia and the central Gulf. Cold weather is
forecast for the northern Plains, with warm weather expected in
the East and mild weather likely for the rest of the nation. (AP
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The weather elsewhere

Wednesday

Hi Lo Pre Ouk

Albany B cdy
Albu'que M4 30 cdy
Amarille - 2 cdy
Anchorage 51 3 02 cdy
Ashevilie ; ™ 6 31 cdy
Atlanta 7 61 Medy
AtlanticCry s 3 cdy
Baltimore 8 e cdy
Birmngham 0 N cdy
Bismarck “w M edy
Boise ao» cdy
Boston [ clr
Brownmsville . IO cdy
. alo LU 1) cdy
ChristnS( 73 66 13 cdy
Christn WV » ® clr
Cheyenne 3 ®™® n1m
Chicago L 1) cdy
Cincinnati L] clr
Cleveland L cir
(olumbus LZEE 1] clr
DalFt Wih Q n ™m
Denver =Ty S e | 3 | ]
DesMoines 0 -5 m
Detrodt s o« cdy
Duluth 8 B eem
Fairbnks “ n clr
Hartford % 6 clr
Helena “w n cdy
Honolulu s n cdy
Houston s n cdy
Ind apolis L edy
Jacks ville 77 70 15 cdy
Juneau @ W0 Mu.m
Kan'oClty 2 n ™m
LasVegas ® 4 Mclr

Litthe Rock LU 1) cd
Los. . L clr
Loulsville Mo clr
Memphis L edy
Miami I ] cdy
Milwavhee L 1] cdy
Mpls St P 5 42 w0 m
Nashs e LA ) cdy
NewOiring L 1] cdy
NewYork - LI 1) clr
Norfolk w0 cdy
Okle Oty L ) m
Omahs L ] ™m
Oriando 7T 8 218 cdy
Philad phis - L] cdy
Phoenix L clr
Pittsbur, LI ) edy
Puasnd LI ) edy
Ptland Ore il » clr
Rapid(Jty “ 3 3o
Reno N on clr
Richmond B cdy
Stlouis » W cdy
StP Tampe 7 72 10cdy

SaltLake M OB wcd
SanDiego “ N clr
SanFran 8 n clr
Seattie & @ 0cdy
! abe M » clr
SStM arie Hn Qe 2 m
Tulsa 6o " ™m
Washington L N ) cdy

Texas area forecasts

West Texas. Partly cloudy thre Thursday Wind
north with widely scatiered thunderstorms throug
r\unﬂomnnl, north and east A gradual cooling trend

raday Highs 80s north (o the upper 808 lower
vleve of the Big Bend Lows 5 o the 80y
south Highs Thursday 70s north to the 8 south and near
» Big Bend

Nerth Tesas: Considerable cloudiness through Thurs
day (hance of thunderstorms and turning cooler over
the area Thursday MHigh M 1o 91 Low e 72 High
Thursday 78 west lo M cast

South Texas: Partly cloudy warm and humid with »

chance of rstorms extreme west Consider

. cloudiness and continued warm through Thursday

with widely scattered showers and thunderstorms main

ly morth ‘I\un‘-f mid 8 porth to low

s south Lows near 70 northwest 1o upper 708 along the
lower Coast

Port Arthar to Port 0'Connor: Southeast winds near 13
knots becoming southeast 13 1o 20 knots through Thurs
day Sesslted Isolated showers or thundershowers

» little more numerous Thursday

Port 0'Connor to Brownsville: Southeast winds 15 1o 2
knots Thursday Seas ¢ 0 7 feet lsolated
showers or rshowers through Thursday

Extended forecast

Tharsda) through Saturda)

West Texas: Partly cloudy Thursday th Satur
day Cool with showers or rstorms mainly rast
Thursday A slow warming trend P‘Hd-{v and Saturda)
Lows Wednesday night and Thursday night 40s notth lo
mear 8 south Highs s north to s south and 908 Big
Bend Lows Friday night 508 north to 80s south

passing charter

to guide nation's spy efforts

WASHINGTON (AP) — Attorney
General Griffin B. Bell says he favors
enactment of a legislative charter to
guide the nation’s spy agencies — if it
can be done without hampering intel-

““If charters will prevent intelli-

gence agencies from performing their
mission effectively, they are not
worth the price,” Bell said in the first

speech ever given by an attorney
Murder-suicide
ruled in deaths
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general at the CIA's Langley, Va.,
headquarters

“If well-balanced charter legisla-
tion-can be enacted, it would be a
truly valuable and historic achieve-
ment,” the attorney general said.

His remarks Tuesday to more than~

600 C1A employees appeared to repre-
sent at least a change in tone from
comments he made at a conference of
FBI agents last month.

At that time, he said, “We would be
just as well off to leave everything
alone' and abandon the idea of &
charter. “We have learned to live
without it and I'm afraid we’ll be done
in if we aren’t careful.”

Bell also told the CIA meeting
Tuesday that ‘it would be better to do
without charters' rather than place
‘“‘unnecessary restrictions’’ on spy
agencies.

But he said he expected Congress to ‘

enact a charter that would not ham-
per intelligence gathering.

Local anthropologist
to adress Rotary Club

Midland anthropologist Eunice
Barkes will speak on the Lubbock
Lake Archaeological Project during
the Thursday noon Downtown Rotary

“Club in the Midland Hilton.

Mrs. Barkes is assistant to the
director of the six-year project, spon-
sored by the National Science Foun-
dation, and is a charter member of
the Midland Archaeological Society.

Man's life at the lakesite is traced
back 12,000 years through uninter-
rupted strata. ‘

- -—
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Tornadoes
claims lives
in Florida

By The Assoclated Press

A swirling black tornado snuffed
out the life of an elderly woman and at
least five other persons died as
storms cut a trail of wreckage across
central Florida

Damage from Tuesday's twisters
and heavy rains was estimated in the
millions of -dollars, state officials
said. Scores were injured.

The winds demolished a small con-
crete block shed near Auburndale
where Margaret and Stanley
Schnaare had sought refuge from the
storm, killing the 83-year-old woman
but only slightly injuring her hus-
band.

Hospitals in central Florida report-
ed treating about 40 persons for
storm-related injuries, and Gov. Bob
Graham called out 120 National
Guardsmen to Auburndale, the area
hardest-hit.

In St. Petershurg,"60 miles to the
west, flood waters claimed several
lives and-police continued to search
early today for two bodies

The water swept a woman and her
12-year-old daughter from a busy
street near a shopping center. The
woman's body was found about 12
blocks away, but the girl was still
missing.

The woman was identified as Judith
Coloom, but no age or address was
known.- *

Also missing in St._Petershurg was
a 53-year-old Dade City nurse whose
truck floated off a road into a creek
Witnesses pulled her 15-year-old pas-
senger out of the water, but the cur
rent carried Norah Smith beyond
their reach

Three other persons died at Brooks
ville, 50 miles north of St. Petersburg,
when two cars collided op a rain

_slicked highway, the Florida High

way Patrol reported

Thirteen Auburndale high school
sudents were cut and bruised when
the tornado tore the roofs from school

—-buildings. "

“We were tucky. -We got advance
warning of tornadoes in the area and
we came out all right,”” said Auburn
dale High School principal John
Stewart. He said the toll could have
been worse.if notTor drills begun after
a tornado hit a Largo elementary
school last spring, Killing two chil
dren

The Adams Packing Association
citrus plant west of Auburndale
looked “*as if a glant fist had slammed
down in the middle,” “one observer
said. :

Partly cloudy
skies expected

Midlanders who prefer dry weather
can take heart, for hope has arrived
at last

The muggy Gulf Coast weather
and high humidity which settled on
the Basin is due a quick.and windy

. end, the weatherman said

And those temperatures in the mid
90s should be brought more in line
with late spring realities — and more

-pleasant conditions

Basin residents can expect partly
cloudy skies through Thursday with a
gradual cooling trend. High tempera
tures in-the upper 80s are projected
with overnight lows in the upper 50s

The high Thursday may reach 80
degrees.

According to the National Weather
Service at Midland Regional Airport,
there is a 20 percent chance of thun-
dershowers tonight

It will be windy as usual with zeph
yrs gusting out of the south at 15-25
mph, shifting to the west at 15 mph
tonight.

The high Tuesday was a sizzling

94; overnight low, a merciless 68
Record high was 103 in 1947, while the
record low was 42 in 1969
_No precipitation was recorded
Tuesday. Only a trace of moisture has
been recorded this month. Precipita:
tion for the year is 2.86 inches.

Demonstrating the proper techiqué to be used
when rescuing a swimmer is Em Carnett, water
safety chairman and instructor-trainer for the
American Red Cross, while Ray Trumbull, manag-
er of the Midland Cognty Chapter of the American

— e - s 8.

@

The wreckage of several homes is strewn about a
mobile home*park in Auburndale, Fla. Several

tornadoes struck the central Florida area Tuesday, to)

Security of confiscated drugs

(Continued from Page IA)

possible mistakes, according to the
officer

The Sheriff’s office handles drug
related evidence in a similar manner,
said Deputy Phil Mathews.

The major difference in the proce-
dure used by the sheriff's office is
the use of a single vault rather than
two, he said.

A field officer brings in the confi-
scated material, tags and identifies it
and puts it in an evidence locker
From theére the evidence man; who
also has the only key, enters the
evidence in a locator file.

This stays in the locker until test
ing, trial or disposition of the case,
said Mathews

THE DPS HANDLES not only the
evidence brought to it by other law
enforcement agencies for testing at
its 1aboratory facilities, but also ma-
terials confiscated by its own narcotie
investigation division.

A spokesman for the DPS narcotics
division said all evidence is brought
directly to the DPS where it is tagged
for identification and initialed by all
agents that handled it

The evidence is assigned an identi-
fication number and that number is
the only one in the state, the spokes
man said

Jim Swindall, one of the two chem-
ists who works in the DPS lab, said all
evidence received by the lab is en-
tered into a log book by identification
number and then placed in the evi-
dence vault .

In the few cases where the amount
of evidence confiscated is more than
can be reasonably stored in the vault,
said Swindall, the evidence is sent to
Austin where the DPS state head-
quarters are located. A warehouse is
maintained by the DPS where large
amounts of, for example, marijuana
could be held, he said.

Test samples are made of the evi-
dence, and it is.-returned-to the locker
until it goes to court or an order to
destroy it is received, said Swindall

EVIDENCE TO BE destroyed is
usually taken to El Paso where it is
dumped into the fires at a smelting
plant, he said

Swindall suggested that an easier
way to handle evidence that would
require less storage space and reduce
chances of it being stolen would be a
system used by some of the Texas-
Mexico border counties.

«

Instead of keeping all the evidence,
said Swindall, a sample is taken of
each piece of evidence, a photograph
is made and the rest of the evidence is
destroyed. :

Instead of keeping 500 pounds of

leaving six dead, many injured and damage esti-
mated at several million dollars. (AP Laserpho-

6826222

also part of Midland police’s job

marijuana in the evidence vault, he
said a sample and a photograph could
be made of each pound or whatever
unit the marijuana is packaged in, for
use in court and the rest could then be
destroyed.

Fife switches his plea
to guilty in murder

(Continued from Page 1A)

lation_was a cause of death.

Cohen, cross-examined by Ms.
Clack, said death possibly could have
been caused by the taking of alcohol
and narcotics. . . .

Cohen said several of the photo-
graphs depicted a black dress on Miss
Murphy, but that it was pulled up to
around her chest. :

Following the short-lived trial,
Green said the turning point was
putting into evidence the photo-
graphs. He said Fife’s confession and
the substance of the photographs con-
flicted.

Attempts to alter legislation——

The prosecution’'s lead witness
Tuesday was Miss Murphy's mother,
Ruby Murphy.

She said that her daughter's boy
friend ‘'was a prime suspect’’ from
her viewpoint from the onset.

Mrs. Murphy said that following

" her daughter’s” disappearance, Fife

did not search for her. She said that
was unlike him. Fife and Miss
Murphy had been friends for three
years.

Following the sentencing, Murphy
said he and his wife were *‘very satis.
fied with the sentence.”

He said 50 years is ‘‘the same as 99
years or life under our present parole
system.”

on canal treaties attacked

PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) —
A top government official attacked
U.S. congressional attempts to modi-
fy the legislation implementing the
Panama Canal treaties and warned
that Panama will reject any laws it
feels violate the spirit of the agree-
ments.

“There are factions in the House of
Representatives trying to impose im-
plementing legislation that violates
both the spirit and letter of the trea-
ties,”” Romulo Escobar Bethancourt
said in a radio-television speech
Tuesday night

“From the rubble of colonialism,
the House of Representatives is try-
ing...to reduce the impact of the trea-
ties and weaken the role Panama
should play.”

Escobar, an adviser to Gen. Omar
Torrijos and President Aristides
Royo, spoke on the eve of Royo's
arrival in Washington to discuss im-
plementation of the treaties with

.

A}

Red Cross, observes. A two-week, 30-hour course in
water safety will begin at 4 p.m. Monday in
the Midland High School swimming poel. Further
information can be obtained by telephoning the
_Red Cross, 684-6161. (Staff Photo)

-

IR —

President Carter

His voice cracking with anger and
his finger stabbing at the camera,
Escobar said Congress alone must
bear responsibility for any disruption
in canal operations arising because of
problems with the implementing leg-
islation. ' N

The Tontroversial cahal treaties,
which were approved last spring by a
one-vote margin in the U.S. Senate, go
into effect Oct. 1, when the Canal Zone
will cease to exist. But Panama will
not get full control of the waterway
until the year 2000

Congress now is wrestling with leg-
islation to carry out certain aspects
of the treaties, including the creation
of a new agency to supervise the
operation of the canal until Panama
takes it over

Man arrested
on drug charges

A Midiand man was arrested,
charged with possesion of cocaine and
released Tuesday, officials with the
Sheriff’s Office reported.

Russell Dwayne Wortham, 27, of
Midland was arrested early Tuesday:
for the possession of a “‘small
amount” of a substance believed to be
cocaine, officials said.

Wortham was released on $10,000

Pine.

Police reported the arrests of two
men Tuesday, both for theft over $200
and less than $10,000. '

Thomas Cloud, 41, of 1404 W. Wash-
ington Ave, remained in the city jail
early today in lieu of $7,500 bond.
Cloud was charged before Pine, who
also set the bond.

The second man, a 45-year-old
Odessdn; had not been charged early
today, officials said. —
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Somehow,
the Tellico Dam and the snail darter,
the unlikeliest of odd couples, keep
turning up as a controversial issue in
Congress.

The House and Senate labored liter-
ally to the end of the 1978 session
before hatching a bill designed to
head off Tellico Dam-like controver-
sies of the future.

Its major problem: it didn't entire-
ly resolve the Tellico Dam controver-
sy of the present, in which a tiny fish,
the snail darter, has blocked comple-
tion of a Tennessee Valley Authority
dam project.

As a result, the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee,
debating an issue it tried to resolve a
year ago, arranged to vote today on
whether to permit completion of the
$113 million project, snail darter or
no.

Committee aides Tefused 6 specu-
late in advance on the outcome of the
vote on the proposal by Sen. Howard
Baker, R-Tenn.

Approval for Baker's proposal
would be a major victory for sup-
porters of the facility which has been
more than 90 percent complete since
work stopped on it two years ago.

The House of Representatives voted
last year to permit completion of the
project, but the Senate refused to go
along.

A year ago, Baker declined to call
for a special exemption for the dam.

Instead, he and Sen. John Culver,
D-lowa, baeked legislation to estab-
lish a Cabinet-level committee au-
thorized to grant exemptions to the
Endangered Species Act.

The law had prevented completion
of the project because the Supreme
Court ruled that closing the dam’s
floodgates would flood the habitat of
the snail darter, a three-inch fish
listed on the endangered species list.
That would violate the law, the court
ruled.

The law passed last year called for
a swift committee review of the Telli-
co project and on Jan. 23, the panel

voted unanimously against granting
an exemption,

“If that’s all the good the commit-
tee process can do, to put us right
back where we started from, then we
might as well save the time and ex-
pense,’”’ Baker said.

Aides said at the time Baker had
expected the project to win an ex-
emption, particularly since it was
nearly complete.

One committee aide, who asked not
to be identified by name, said the
proposal to exempt the dam from the
law would have virtually no chance
for passage except that Baker, the
Republican leader in the Senate, is
working actively for its approval.

“If the thing were debated on the
merits, it wouldn't have a chance,”
said the aide, who works for a senator
expected to oppose Baker’s plan.

Opponents of the exemption, in-
cluding Culver and many environ-
mental groups, say the Cabinet-level
committee is working as they envi-
sioned it a year ago. .

Earlier this year, the panel ap-
proved an exemption for the
Grayrocks Dam on the Laramie
River i Wyoming after first requir-
ing certain changes to protect the
downstream habitat of the whooping
crane.

Opponents of Baker’s plan also say
granting an exemption would-under-
mine the committee’'s work, and

. doom Congress to doing what it in-
* tended to avoid with last year’s bill —

debating controversial projects indi-
vidually.

Opponents also say the project was
poorly designed from the start.

Officially, the TVA has ‘“‘no.posi-
tion”’ on whether the dam should be
completed.

In a report issued last year, the
agency outlined an alternative that
calls for development of the river and
the surrounding area without closing
the dam.

And what of the other half of the odd
couple, the Tish-itself?

Biologists say its population is

' season, owners say

'Odd couple’ keeps cropping up before Congress |

dwindling in the Little Tennessee
River because it can no longer get
upstream to spawn as it did before the
dam structure was built.

PActq

N But they also say an experiment at

transplanting the fish to the nearby
Hiwassee River appears to be suc-
cessful.

Showboat to sit out

VASSAR, Kan. (AP) —
The owners of the Whip-
poorwill, which capsized
last June Kkilling 16 peo-
ple, say they won't oper-
ate the dinner theater
showboat this year be-
cause of pending litiga
tion and questions raised
about the craft's safety.

The boat was returned
to service last summer
after it rolled over when
hit by a small tornado.

Mrs. Veda Rogers, one
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