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her face, or the meaning
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ame moment to the voungest
nd her fruitless effort to
ent a dab of sandwich filling

om slipping down her pinafore
with awful certainty to the hand-
some brocade of the sofa.

That settled it

Blue eves addressed himself to
Mys, Snyder with the charm of a
diplomatic attache. “If I were not
h. I should make the now-
gesture of turning the
who would
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so selfis
impossible
place over to a Lc(l,\'.
lend it greater grace.”
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\ RS. SNYDER adjusted her
- laces and her smile. “Did you
i hear that, Henry?"” she asked her
husband and returned to more
flattering aitention. “Tell me,” she
said, “are you by any chance re-
lated to the South Orange Van
Dusens?”

Looking exceedingly regretful,
he said that he wasn't, “We're
Virginians,” be said. “This is my
first introduction to Connecticut
and 1 mean to make the most of
it.”

«I'm sure you will,” she said
graciously. “Come along, Hemry,
we've got to be getting back. Any-
way, we've enjoyed the visit, Miss
Brett, and I'm pleased to have met

Wl integrity,

orm: . o » :
Mance combined with unqgeustiont
that we

heljed us to prove to the community
Yorthy of trust.

JEIL LANE’S FUNERAL HOM

El‘l

“Tomorrow,” Daphne said col

« working girl.
information shipped oul.

vou, Mr. Van Dusen. Shall T tell

the South Orange . . . that is, my
friends, who you are?”

“By all means.” he replied with panion in the finger that marked mediately «

a quick and dazzling smile. “I'm
Derek Van Dusen.”

Daphne walked to the road
where the Snyders had left their
car. saw them off with a mutual
exchange of goodbys and hoped
that Prunella was, by now, in the,
drawing-room where the combi=|
nation of her mother’'s finest silver |
and the presence of an unknown |
young man did not make for a
feeling of security.

A man who would ask for a|
| handout at the back door, turn
up in strange circumstances four
hours later and slip with such
suspicious ease into the role of-
fered him of an impostor, had all
the earmarks of being a dangerous
character. Why was he hanging
around her house all day? He
didn’t look like a tramp certainly
with his fine clothes and manners
but after all, the depression had
turned up strange types, Daphne
hastened her footsteps.

He was, she was relieved to sce,
sitting in Tom Brett's chair turn-
ing the pages of a magazine when
she entered.

“Well,” he said, looking up at
her brightly and rising, “shall we
estimate the damage?”

“There has been some, hasn’t
there?” she answered ruefully,
and noted, surreptitiously, that all
the silver scemed to be on the
tray.

It hurt her eyes to see the
spreading grease spot on the gold
brocade, the jagged scratch on the
satiny surface of the mahogany

dly, "'l am not entertaining.

I shall be back in Nemw York at my job."

table. The didn’t

* S
e 2 i ¥ » A

.

Hlustration by E. H. Gunder

I'm
The

nor the broken glass
Her slender finger traced a zig-
zag on the table and found a com-

her gesture.

“It will be easy to fix that,” he
said and for the first time a feel-
ing of gratitude stirred Daphne.

“I oughtn't to vou ques-
tions,” she said when they both
sat down. “I ought to say ‘thank

T

you'.

ask

“Forget it,” he said. “Mind if 1
smoke?”
“ o -
APHNE shook her head and

watched the practiced way in
which he filled the bowl, tamped
down the tobacco and applied the
match. No fumbling gestures. She
liked that.

He drew on the pipe for a mo-

ment and then: “Shoot.”

“Shoot?” Daphne had forgotten
what she was going to say.

“Questions,” he answered brief-
ly. “Let's have them. Or shall I
start?”

Daphne was startled and an-
noyed. Why should he question
her?

“Did you want to rent to those

“No, I did not!”

“Just as 1 surmised,” he said.

“But I don’t understand . . ."”

He paid no attention. “However,
you should have, shouldn’t you?"

Daphne swished cold tea around
in her cup before answering. “No,
not really,” she said and was elab-
orately casual. No neced to tell this
stranger her business.

“Good! 1 feel better about it
now.” He didn't believe her but
Daphne couldn't have guessed
that. Or that he knew that a fra-

“FExcellent, ( 1 ¢
“Plentiou d 1 but, m
girl, no Work te ea -

An  ove aht,” Daphn
with a fine cdge of sarc r
next time vou come to lunch
let us know beforehn Ny

1 "

helping me. e S i
dered how she could invite him to
80

“Oh. the Van Dusens—the Vire

ginia Van Dusen:, not the South
Orange Van Dusen mind L] -
go about con tantly, rescuing ii-
dies in distre with tl great
i
“Ye [ noticed that!
“I mean the ease. What do 1
do when vou just 20 yut
“Contemplate the cosmos,
said pleazantl
“That's ppre 1¢ k-3
thought,” she said pl
“T'ell me what else you thoug
he encouraged
“Were t! rambled e2g

taste of the Van Du

ked pointedly

“f will,” he
about tomorrow?"”

MAIL COUPON

Worth Hotel, Fort Worth

'To.\n JRROW.” Dapht

coldly, “I am not e 3
I'm a working girl. T &l Reserve room for =5
New York at my job. She ok Wi be o
topped thinking and said sternly on ng
“Much country and
open road appe 11 to me, it's a

wry I can’t afford.”
“I can't either,” he said

\1;,:111 d.
Daphne’s suspicions were ms
onfirmed in he
“I see,” she said, conveying
nothing.
“1. too, have a job in the city e i

but 1 shall forget its confinement
when I return to this peaceful
loveliness cach night.”

Daphne sat up very

Eliminate Auto Troubles

traight. Oh,

why ha he told him that she

T s Nare? WITH THESE BETTER SERVICES
“That's our arrangement, isn't i I e Texaco Products e Lubrication

it?” he inquired casily. | * e National Batteries e Washing
“At a hundred and fifty a - o Goodyear Tires e Tire Repairing

month?” Her words had a smart

CHIEF
“Certainly. I said I agreed to

your terms. I'd like to take it over
at once for occupancy until Octo~
ber first.”

It rather took Daphne's breath
{away. It had possibilities of also
taking away her problem. Against
{her better judgment, she threw
|discretion to the winds.

“Would you,” she asked leaning
forward so he saw the hope in her
dark eyes, “would you really like
to rent Brett Hall?” |

“1 thought it was all settled,” '
he answered calmly.

“Then . . . then it is.”

“You'll want references,
course.”

“Of course,” she said, wishing '
she had thought of it first.

“Unfortunately they'll prove
that my name isn't Van Dusen. 1t
jsn't even Derek. It's Smith,” he
said, looking at her reproachfully.
“How could you have missed it?”

Daphne permitted herself a
smile, “It was too obvious, which
you are not,” she said.

(Te Be Continued)
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