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— Hot item

Iranian flags selling like blazes,
but ‘they’re pretty hard to burn’

Vol. 58, No. 245, Dally 15¢, Sunday 35¢

Another green, white and red banner goes up in flame, this one at
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. (AP Laserphoto)

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ira-
nian flags are selling like blazes
and the banners have become
hot items in more ways than
one, says Tim O’Connor, owner
of Humphrey's Flags.

“I told a guy Friday that he'd
have to use lighter fluid or some-
thing to get it to burn well,” said
O’Connor, whose store is located
across the street from the Betsy
Ross house. ‘‘He appreciated
that.”

‘“We've been getting a lot of
inquiries,’”’ said William
Spangler, president of Dettra
Flags, a manufacturing compa-
ny in nearby Oaks. '“The few
(Iranian flags) we had in stock
went like nothing.”

Spangler, who's being selling
the flags for $13 each, says he’s
had at least 15 requests for flags
each day since the Iranian stu-
dents took over the U.S. Embas-
sy in Tehran.

The flag merchants say they
know what's behind the sales
boom for Iranian banners.

“It a matter of frustration,”
said Spanglel. ‘‘“These are
American people who have seen
too many American flags
burned. We're getting our nose
tweaked by a smaller country,
and some people feel the only
way to get even is to burn their
flag.”

But Spangler said he's never
seen anything like this reaction
in his years as a flag maker.

““To the best of my knowledge,
the last time something like this
happened was during World
War I1,” he said. “After Pearl
Harbor there was a run on Japa-
nese flags.”

“It's apparent they are anti-
Iranian,” O'Connor said of his
customers. ‘‘I tell them that
they are pretty hard to burn.
These flags are made of nylon,
which is basically flame-retar-
dant.”

Fortunately for business, flag-
makers can put the Iranian ban-
ners together quickly.

The flag consists of horizontal
bars of green, white and red,
with an emblem in the center of
a sword-wielding lion before a
rising sun.

The emblem is important
O’Connor notes.

“Otherwise it's an upside-
down Hungary.”

Housing bonds deiayed

Action in U.S. House now required

Midland and other Texas communi-
ties will have to wait before issuing
bonds in the low- and moderate-in-
come housing initiative following dis-
carding of the resolution Tuesday by
its author, Congressman Al Ullman,
D-Ore., Harry Clark, chairman of the
Midland Housing Finance Corpora-
tion, said today.

Dropping House Joint Resolution
3214 resulted in the loss of the ‘‘trans-
fer of transition authority” clause in
the bill which would have allowed the
sale of bonds, Clark said.

Additions to a new bill may allow
sale of the bonds later, Clark said.

The Midland Housing Finance Cor-

poration had planned to sell $35 mil-
lion in bonds to provide low-interest
mortgage money for low- and moder-
ate-income Midlanders under the pro-
visions of the bill.

Organizers had hoped to sell the
bonds this week and planned to start
the program here by Décember.

Removal of the bill was termed a
“clean-up’’ by Ullman, said Clark.

Additions to the bill by various
states and organizations seeking ap-
proval under the bill’s provisions
complicated it to such a degree that
Ullman apparently thought it best to
start over; Clark said.

A new bill, HIR 5417, also intro-

duced by Ullman, must have a trans-
fer of transition clause injected into it
before bonds can be sold, Clark said.

Although he has not read the new
bill, Clark said he understood it was
similar to the old bill before all the
additions were tacked on.

The transfer of transition clause
essentially confirms the legality of
the sale of the housing bonds, said
Clark.

The clause was introduced to the
previous bill and no difficulty is ex-
pected in introducing the clause to the
new bill, said Clark.

“It definitely hampers the pro-
gram at the present time,” added
Clark.

economic upp

By The Associated Press

Iran, striking a new blow in an
economic war with the United States,
decided today to withdraw billions in
Iranian government money deposited
in American banks. But President
Carter immediately ordered a freeze
on those funds.

Iran’s foreign affairs chief, Abol-
hassan Bani Sadr, also reaffirmed
that the hostages at the U.S. Embassy
in Tehran will remain captive until
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi is
sent back to Iran to stand trial for his
life,

Bani Sadr reportedly said, howev-
er, that the 36 non-Americans among
the 98 hostages might be freed by the
weekend. They are believed to be
mostly Indian and Pakistani embassy
employees.

In another development, Bani Sadr
claimed Iran had “‘learned” that U.S.
paratroopers were airlifted to
Bahrain, across the Persian Gulf
from Iran, the Yugoslav news agency
Tanjug reported. Bahrain’s informa-
tion minister, Raqi Abdel-Rahman al
Moayyed, denied it.

Earlier, a Kuwait newspaper said
the United States had informed Gulf
nations it would intervene militarily
to rescue the hostages if other efforts
failed. But a State Department
spokesman said that was not true.

As the embassy crisis entered its
11th day, northeastern Iran was
rocked by a powerful earthquake, and
rescue workers said at least 500 per-
sons were killed. They said the quake,
measured at 6.7 on the Richter scale
by U.S. geologists, collapsed houses
and mud huts in 14 localities in
Khorasan province. Iran is frequently
hit by killer quakes.

Bani Sadr announced at a Tehran
news conference that Ayatollah Ru
hollah Khomeini's regime had decid-
ed to withdraw all of its funds from
U.S. banks and re-deposit them in
banks of nations “‘friendly”’ to Iran.

He said the funds amounted to $12
billion, but reporters in Washington
were told it was closer to $5 billion

The U.S. reaction came quickly.

After an emergency meeting of U.S
Treasury officials, White House press
secretary Jody Powell announced
that Carter had acted to ‘‘block’’ offi-
cial Iranian assets — including depos-
its of the government of Iran, Central
Bank and “‘other controlled entities”
in U.S. banks and their foreign
branches and wholly owned subsi
diaries. It also technically applies to
any real estate or goods in the United
States.

“The purpose of this order is to
insure that claims on Iran by the
United States and its citizens are
provided for in an orderly manner,”
Powell said.

Powell's statement said the exact
amount of money being blocked is not
known, ‘‘but there is no reason for
disturbance in the foreign exchange
or other markets.”

The status of the U.S. dollar abroad
mirrored the financial tug-of-war be-
tween Iran and the United States.

With the Iranian announcement,
"which one London currency market
dealer said ‘‘took the market by
storm,”’ the value of the dollar
dropped abruptly — to a five-week
low of 1.7745 West German marks in
Frankfurt. But then it rebounded
sharply within moments of the an-
nouncement from Washington — to
1.7890 marks.

On Monday, the dollar had risen
with word that Carter was halting all
U.S. purchases of Iranian oil.

Council rejects license request
for liquor sales at discotheque

By BILL MODISETT
Staff Writer

An overflow crowd of Midlanders
packed Midland City Council cham-
bers Tuesday afternoon to oppose the
request of two men for a specific use
permit for the sale of and on-premises
consumption of alcoholic beverages
at a location in the old Northgate
Shopping Center.

Council members listened to the
pros and cons of the request for
nearly an hour before turning it
down. Four council members voted
in favor of denial and Councilman
Gordon Marcum II abstained.

Charles Washington and Donald
Allen’s request for a specific use per-
mit had been denied earlier by the
Planning and Zoning Commission,
but they appealed that decision to the
City Council in hopes of gaining a
more favorable response.

Rodney Satterwhite, a Midland at-
torney representing the two men, told
the council Washington and Allen
hoped to open a “first-class” disco-
theque serving primarily black and
Mexican-American customers.

A

Pointing out other businesses at the
location had failed, Satterwhite said,
“Mr. Allen and Mr. Washington be-
lieve they can make a going con-
cern of this business establishment.”

Noting the request of the two men
had drawn opposition, the attorney
urged the council to approve the
request to allow the two men to make
better and more productive use of the
land site and to create jobs.

Others present did not agree.
Numerous individuals trooped before
the council speaking in opposition to
the request.

Most said a night spot in that partic-
ular location would disrupt the neigh-
borhood, create unsafe traffic condi-
tions and lead to excessive noise.

Reacting to Satterwhite's state-
ment that the two men believed t?:ey
could turn a profit at the location,
Connie Madrid told the council, “I
would like to be rich too, but the best
profit we as parents can get is the
character of our children.

“I beg you as a mother please to not
have this thing set up where it will
destroy our children,’” she pleaded.

Wilburn Buttery, principal of

-

Crockett Elementary School, told
council members he feared for the
safety of school children who attend
the school one block from the pro-
posed night spot if the request was
granted.

‘I urge you on behalf of the children
to please deny this request,” Buttery
said.

Peace Justice John Biggs, who lives
near the proposed night spot, said,
“r'd like to keep our community a
better place for our kids."”

Before voting on the request, a
couple of council members and Mayor
Brnest Angelo Jr. urged the two men
to continue their attempt to establish
a business locally, perhaps a club for
teen-agers in which drinking and
smoking are not allowed.

Steve Dennis, an engineer for Es-
mond-Haner, Inc., of Odessa, also
presented to the council proposals for
the northwest drainage area, After
showing council members a slide pro-
gram depicting streets which would
need bridges, culverts or other water
conducting devices, Dennis told the
council water flowing in Midland
after a rain comes from a 280-square-

mile drainage area.

The drainage plan is intended to
divert water from the drainage area
through various facilities, thus alle-
viating most of the flooding on city
streets.

Council members took no action on
the item at Tuesday’s meeting.

A budget for the new Midland Cen-
ter exhibition building, calling for
first year income of $65,000 and ex-
penses of $139,863, was approved by
the council.

The budget calls for a first-year
deficit of $74,863, but council mem-
bers noted with the facility’s project-
ed income and the city’s hotel-motel
occupancy tax, the budget should han-
dle expenses and the money needed
for retirement of bonds sold for the
center’s construction.

The council also approved a plan
under which the Rape Crisis Center
will receive all of its first-year funds
from the Criminal Justice Council
and in diminishing amounts over a
five-year period.

The CJC will provide 20 percent less

(See COUNCIL, Page 2A)
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Iran, U.S. swapping

Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance
headed for New York, meanwhile, to
discuss the Iran crisis with U.N. Sec-
retary-General Kurt Waldheim, the
American U.N. mission said.

Bani Sadr, asked today whether a
letter to Waldheim Monday asking for
a Security -Council session on the cri-
sis represented a softening of the
Iranian position, told Tehran Radio:
‘*No, our position remains un-
changed,”” meaning the hostages

Related f
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.would remain until the shah is handed

over.

But Tehran Radio said Bani Sadr
also told reporters he had suggested
to the Iranian student militants hold-
ing the embassy that they ‘‘free the
hostages who are considered innocent
and have no connection with the Unit-
ed States.’’ These non-American hos-
tages ‘“may be released in the next
two or three days,” the broadcast
quoted him as saying

ercuts

But he did not say whether the
militants, who have accused their
hostages of being “U.S. spies,” had
accepted the suggestion.

For the second time in two days,
Tehran Radio, monitored in London,
carried a statement from the mili-
tants rejecting any compromise on
their demand that the shah be handed
over to Iran.

They called the embassy takeover a
‘‘great divine move” led by Khomeini
and said any attempt “to drag this
genuine move towards compromise
or conservatism is strongly den-
ounced by us and would be deemed
treason against this move.”

The U.S. government rebuffed an
apparent new offer from the Iranian
Revolutionary Council contained in
Bani Sadr’s letter to Waldheim: to
free the hostages if the United States
agreed to an international investiga-
tion of the deposed shah's alleged
crimes and transferred all his hold-
ings in the United States to Kho-
meini’s regime.

Earthquake rocks
northeastern lran

By The Assoclated Press

A devastating earthquake rocked northeastern Iran early today, killing at
least 500 persons as it toppled houses and mud huts, rescue work-

ers said

“Lots of bodies are still being found. It is possible that the num-
ber of the dead will exceed 1,000, said Mohammed Ali Shirazi, speaking by
telephone from Mashhad to reporters in Nicosia, Cyprus.

Shirazi, son of Ayatollah Ali Shirazi, religious leader in the holy city of
Mashhad, said the earthquake affecoed 14 localities in the Khorasan prov-
ince, Iran's northeasternmost area, which shares borders with the So-

viet Union and Afghanistan.

He said rescue teams and supplies were being rushed from Mashhad, 500
miles east of Tehran, and other centers as military planes evacuated
the injured to hospitals in Qainat, in the south of the province. '

Government officials were supervising rescue operations and distribution of
tents and supplies to scores of people left homeless, he added.

Shirazi said the earthquake was felt in Mashhad, the site of one of
the most important Moslem religious shrine in Iran, but did not cause any

damage there.

Tehran Radio said the quake shook a wide area of the province
from Tabas, Ferdows and Gonabad at 2 a.m. local time.

The U.S. Geological Survey in Golden, Colo., said the quake registered 6.7 on
the Richter scale. Tehran Radio said it measured 5.6 on the Richter

scale

Iran is frequently hit by sharp earthquakes that kill many and destroy entire
towns. A quake registering 6.7 on-the Richter scale struck about 300
miles to the south of Mashhad last Jan. 16, killing about 200 peo-
ple, injuring many others and causing considerable damage.

The Richter scale is a measure of ground motion as recorded on
seismographs. Every increase of one number means a tenfold increase in
magnitude. A quake measuring six can cause severe damage. A quake reg-
istering seven represents a ‘“‘major"” quake capable of widespread, heavy

damage.

The San Francisco earthquake of 1906, which occurred before the Richter
scale was devised, has been estimated at 8.3 on the Richter scale.

Windfall tax battle
beginning in Senate

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Carter
administration and the oil industry
are beginning their battle in the Sen-
ate over the proposed ‘‘windfall-prof-
its”” tax — a trillion-dollar issue with
vast impact on national security and
foreign policy.

The central question facing the
Senate as it opened debate on the tax
today was just how much oil pro-
ducers should be allowed to keep of
the expected $1.1 trillion total in-
crease in the price of U.S. crude oil
between now and 1990,

President Carter advocates a rela-
tively stiff tax on the increased reve-
nues. He wants the oil industry to pay
a big part of the cost of improving
transportation efficiency, developing
non-oil fuels and helping lower-in-
come Americans pay for energy.

The industry notes that even with-
out any new windfall tax, federal and
state income taxes will take the lion's

~——INSIDE

v IN THE NEWS: Gunman
killed in shootout with officers in
San Antonio

v PEOPLE: Pat Nixon is in the

hospital with bronchial pnéumo-
8A

Outside

Fair and not as cold tonight.
Partly cloudy Thursday. Details
on Page 2A.

TODAY —

share of the $1.1 trillion. The windfall
tax would deprive oil producers of
money badly needed to increase ex-
ploration and production, the industry
says.

The Senate Finance Committee
agreed in large part with the industry
arguments. The bill passed in June by
the House is much closer to what
Carter recommends.

Some amendments awaiting Senate
consideration would make the tax
more to Carter’s liking by eliminating
some of the Finance Committee's ex-
emptions for various categories of oil.
Others would loosen the tax even
further in an effort to improve incen-
tives for increased domestic oil pro-
duction.

The whole tax question arises from
general agreement among govern-
ment officials, the oil industry ‘and
economists that the United States
must reduce consumption of imported
oil.

v SPORTS: Every bowl wants
Alabama, but the Crimson Tide
may not go to any bowl at all.1C

v POLITICS: Ronald Reagan
wants statehood for Puer:tx
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Clear, cooler weather is expected across the country today
through Thursday morning. Rain is forecast for coastal areas of
the Pacific Northwest. (AP Laserphoto Map)

Midland statistics
WEATHER FORECAST

Fair today and tonight io:c;la‘ pa cloudy Thurs-
n‘-"&o'-'u-, High ‘12.::“, In the mid 0. Wisds

southerly 5 to 10 mph tonight.
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE READINGS:
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7 17a.m
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Texas area forecasts

West Texas: Fair today. Falr northern portions
Thursday, becoming parily cloudy south. A little
'ur—rlnum{na and nol as cold tonight,

warmer Panha thursda

Nerth Texas: Fair th Thursday A little warmer
west and central today and over entire area tonight and
Thursday. Highs 81 to 63. Lows 35 to 39. Highs Thursday

Thursday with mild after
4 to 74. Lows 3 northwest

South Texas: Fair th
noons and cool nights Hi,
and near coas!

Port Arthar to Port 0'Comnor: Mostly northeast winds
knots through Thursday. Seas 3 to § feet

M&‘i‘h Ilw-vllri,t: Northeast winds ww"l.s
knots .hro-hfum y around 10 knots tonight
east to’-nthuu 0 to 15 knots Thursday. Seas 3 (o §

Extended forecasts
Friday Through Sunday

West Texas: Fair with mild to warm afterncons and
r nights. Highs in the 80s and low 70s Lows in the

North Texas: Mostly falr. Cool nights and mild after
noons. Lowest temperatures in the 40s Highest tem
peratures mid 80s to the lower 70s

Sowth Texas: Mostly fair with mild days and cool
nights. High temperatures will range from near 70
In the Lower Rao Grande Valley
Lows will be near 40 In the hill country and northeast,
uger 50s lower Rio Grande Valley and near 50 else
where

ast (o near

Border states forecasts

Oklaboma : Falr and warmer mmg'rhunday Highs
80s. Lows upper 20s north to middle south

New Mexice: Fair and slightly warmer through
Thursday. Highs 40s and 50s mountains and north to 60+
lower elevations. Lows § to 20 mountains and northwest
to 208 elsewhere

Rental housing

The weather elsewhere
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'in crisis,’

congressional panel reports

WASHINGTON (AP) — Severe
problems in the rental housing mar-
ket threaten a 30-year-old national
goal of “‘a decent home and a suitable
living environment for every Ameri-
can family,” congressional investiga-
tors report. .

The General Accounting Office said
rental housing, where 35 percent of
American families live, is in a crisis
that requires immediate attention
from Congress and the administra-
tion.

An increasing number of low-in-
come renters are not finding ade-
quate housing they can afford, GAO
said Tuesday.

“If the current rental market con-
ditions continue, there will be even
greater reliance on federal programs
to deal with the rental housing market
crisis, particularly as it relates to
lower income households,” said GAO,
the auditing agency of Congress.

But the government is not able to
provide all the rental units needed,
GAO said.

“The rental housing problem is so

‘severe it requires the immediate at-
tention of and action by the Congress
and the administration,” it said. The
report recommended a commission of
federal and state officials and indus-
try leaders to propose ‘“‘a national
rental housing policy and plan of act-
ing to foster the availability and af-
fordabilty of rental housing.”

GAO said about 10 million low-in-

come renters are living inovercrowd-
ed or substandard housing or paying
more than one-fourth of their incomes
for rent.

Meanwhile, the rental housing
stock is getting older. About 41 per-
cent of renter-occupied housing units
are in structures built in 1939 or ear-
lier, according to a study quoted in
the report.

For owners of rental units, costs are
going up rapidly. “Officials we con-
tacted unanimously state that costs
have increased dramatically during
the past few years, particularly in the
areas of financing, building materi-
als, labor and land,” the report said.

Because of the escalating costs,
landlords increasingly are converting
buildings to condominiums. This is
making it still harder to find apart-
ments, the report said.

Finally, house prices also are in-
creasing rapidly, making it even
harder for renters to become ho-
meowners, GAO said.

The number of households qualified
to receive subsidies far exceeds the
number of subsidized housing units
the government is able to provide,
GAO said.

‘“Although the government is subsi-
dizing a significant number of rental
units, the need for additional assis-
tance far exceeds the government'’s
present ability to provide it,”" the
report said.

ceremonies Tuesday afternoon.

ceremony.

Trinity School dedicates
‘unique’ Fine Arts Building

Trinity School of Midland dedicated a new Fine Arts Building in

Funds for the building were donated by Mr. and Mrs. Pomeroy Smith.
It is unique in that it is the only West Texas primary and secondary school
building devoted exclusively to fine arts.

The dedication address was made by Dr. Thomas Hohstadt, conductor
and musical director of the Midland-Odessa Symphony and Chorale.

The Rev. P.D. Peterson, headmaster of Trinity School, officiated at the
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Reagan
thinks crisis
‘avoidable’

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican
presidential contender Ronald Rea-
gan said today he supported Presi-
dent Carter’s actions in the Iranian
crisis, but believes the administration
should have done more last year to
keep the Shah of Iran in power.

‘“There was a time when this revo-
lution could have been halted,” Rea-
gan said in his first meeting with
reporters since he declared his inten-
tion to seek the 1980 Republican presi-
dential nomination.

Without mentioning the name of
any Iranian leader, the former Cali-
fornia governor said, ‘“There were
certain leaders that could have been
separated from their followers.”’” He
did not elaborate.

However, Reagan said the presi-
dent’s action in freezing Iranian
assets in the United States and in
suspending purchases of Iranian oil
was “‘completely appropriate.”

And, echoing Carter’s own repeated
appeals for public calm, Reagan
said: “Every one of us should refrain
from making comment on this be-
cause it is so delicate.”*

But Reagan assailed the adminis-
tration for its dealings with the Soviet
Union. He accused the president of
making too many congcessions in
hopes of appeasing the Russians.

“The Soviet Union is an expansion-
ist power and it has not retreated one
inch from its Marxist dream’ of
spreading communism throughout
the world, Reagan said. “And we
should never forget it.”

Reagan, 68, was asked whether his
age should be an issue in the cam-
paign. ““The whole thing about the
issue of my age will be resolved when
people see I can go the distance,” he
replied.

Reagan, who will be 69 in February,
would be the oldest president ever
elected to a first term.

In a pointed reference to the recent
jogging race in which Carter col-
lapsed, Reagan said, “If I were a
betting man I'd bet I won’t have to be
helped off the track.”

Reagan also announced that Rep.
Jack Kemp, R-N.Y., had joined his
campaign team as its primary
spokesman, an assignment now filled
by Sen. Paul Laxalt, R-Nev.

Laxalt will stay on as campaign
chairman, but in a reduced capacity.

Kemp has been rumored frequently
as a possible 1980 Republican vice
presidential possibility.

Reagan announced his candidacy in
New York Tuesday night in a speech
taped for television in which he advo-
cated statehood for Puerto Rico and
called for transfer of many federal
functions to state and local govern-
ments.

Reagan’s entry brings to 10 the
number of Republicans seeking the
job.

He then set out on a five-day, 12-city
campaign swing through most of the
early primary states.

A videotape of Reagan's speech
was seen in most parts of the nation
and the candidate delivered a live
version to a packed hotel ballroom.

Both Reagan's call for granting
Puerto Rico statehood and for trans-
ferring certain functions of the feder-
al government tp states and commun-
ities echo proposals voiced in 1976.

President Gerald R. Ford, the last
Republican in the White House, pro-
posed statehood for Puerto Rico
shortly before leaving office.

Reagan now says: ““I favor state-
hood for Puerto Rico, and if the people
of Puerto Rico vote for statehood in
their coming referendum, I would, as
president, initiate the enabling legis-
lation to make this a reality.” Puerto
Rico’s Feb. 12 primary election will
be the first in the nation.

Reagan also advocated closer ties
with Canada and Mexico, including
establishment of a North American
accord, and permitting officials of
these neighboring governments to sit
in on high-level U.S. policy sessions.

Injuries claim
Midland woman

Karin Welch, 21, 1601% W. Illinois
Ave., died today in Midland Memorial
Hospital of injuries received in a car-
pedestrian accident Sunday.

Police reports indicated Ms. Welch
was attempting to cross the street
near an intersection in the 1500 block
of W. Texas Avenue about 10: 21 p.m.
Sunday when the accident occurred.

The car involed in the accident was
driven by Sharon Sue Brown, 1011 W.
Kentucky Ave., police said.

The victim had been in the intensive
care unit of the hospital with head
injuries, two broken legs, internal
injuries and a broken pelvis.

Services are pending.

Council rejects
license request

(Continued from Page 1A)

of the center’s funds each year over
the next five years and next year the
facility will have to provide 20 percent
of its own funding. At the end of the
five-year period, under the proposed
plan, the center will be self-support-
ive,

The council also granted a 90-day
extension of a contract between the
city and MidTran, and approved a
resolution authorizing the execution
of a contract with Parkhill, Smith &
Cooper, Inc., for improvements on the
water supply and transmission sys-
tem at Paul Davis Field.

+
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The time is right for a light-hearted laugh by Carl
Abady, left, president of Prophecy Inc., a women’s
apparel manufacturer; Dewayne-Lee, center, 1980
president of the Lamesa Area Chamber of Com-

Government 'lacks confidence,'

merce; and Richard Gentry, 1979 chamber presi-
* dent. The Tuesday night chamber banquet honored
Prophecy, which is Lamesa’s newest industry.
(Staff Photo)

speaker tells Lamesa chamber

By ED TODD
Staff Writer

LAMESA — The bureaucratic gov-
ernment has turned “‘business into a
lightning rod of criticism” because of
its many bunglings and blind ac-
tions, W.G. “Bill” Marquardt, a Fort
Worth electric energy executive and
nuclear-power advocate, said here
Tuesday night.

Marquardt, who came down on the
government and its critics alike,
spoke to 330 chamber boosters at the
annual Lamesa Area Chamber of
Commerce banquet, which honored
Lamesa’s newest industry, Prophecy
of Lamesa, a manufacturer of
women’s apparel,

But he said government, which, like
business and politicians, increasingly
is losing the confidence of the people,
can make a turn-around to regain its
credibility and shed criticism.

Meanwhile, the bureaucracy stum
bles, and ‘‘government credibility has
nose-dived,” Marquardt said.

“People have lost faith in their
government.... The people are skepti-
cal.

‘““Never mind that the right hand
doesn’t know what the left hand is
doing,”” said Marguardt, president of
Texas Electric Service Co. and the
Texas Atomic Research Foundation,
‘““Neither one kndws what it is reach-
ing for....”

But Marquardt admonished the
American citizenry and the business
community to “‘straighten out’ their
own problems before casting stones of
guilt toward the government.

‘“...The bureaucrats have gained
control, and they are trying to wreck
it, but we've got to be darn sure that
our own house...(is in order) before
we straighten out the government.”

Marquardt nevertheless cited bu-
reaucratic inconsistencies, such as:

—Promoting anti-smoking cam-
paigns, while President ‘“‘Jimmy
Carter tells tobacco farmers what a
great job they’re doing.”

—Inhibiting nuclear-power plant

safety. ““The government is so preoc-
cupied with regulations...that they're
becoming a negative factor in nuclear
safety.” He turned to the Three Mile
Island nuclear-power accident. “We
want safety,”” he said. But without
nuclear-power and the implementa-
tion of coal to fuel power genera-
tors,““the lights simply will not stay
on.”
Though no instant panacea is at
hand, Marquardt did suggest some
positive action to improve the coun-
try’s inner-workings and to get gov-
ernment out of free enterprise.

—*'‘Take the time, make the time,
for careful reflection. Look for flaws
and weaknesses...to (help) make gov-

Slight warming
trend expected

Temperatures should be slightly
warmer Thursday, according to a
spokesman at the National Weather
Service, but don’t turn off the electric
blanket just yet.

Low tonight is still expected to drop
into the mid-30s while the high Thurs-
day is expected to reach the mid-60s,
according to the weatherman,

The high Tuesday was 62 degrees
and the overnight low was 31 degrees
— well off the record 83 degrees set in
1973 and 13 degrees set in 1976.

Winds tonight should be southerly 5
to 10 mph.

ernment intervention totally unneces-
sary...if we clean up our own house..

—*‘Avoid isolationism...meet with
the troops.”

—Put common sense in the bureau-
cracy by becoming ‘‘activitists in the
political arena.”

—Monitor congressional and burea-
cratic activities. ‘“Take time to write
your congressman.”’

—And Marquardt encouraged peo-
ple to strive toward being ‘‘right
proud”’ of their government “instead
of poking fun at it. A lot of times, it’s
easier to take pot shots.”

Before Marquardt’s address, out-
going chamber president Richard
Gentry recounted the year's accom-
plishments, including the Prophecy
plant to supplement the cotton econ
omy here and a ‘‘shop-Lamesa-first'’
campaign. And incoming president
Dewayne Lee said he was looking

forward to an ‘‘exciting year.”

Carl Abady, president of the Dal-
las-based Prophecy, and chamber
leader Dorothy Haney described
some of Prophecy’s fashions modeled
by five Lamesa women.

“We are very proud of the quality
garment which we deliver to our ac-
counts,”” Abady said.

“We're delighted to be here (in
Lamesa),”” he said. ‘“We're darn
proud” of the plant. “We’re here to
stay.”

In other activities, Gerry Brown
was named recipient of the cham-
ber’s “Top Hand” award, and Benny
Green was given the Top Hand conso-
lation prize. Both are Lamesa police-
men.

Lamesa attorney Ray Renner em-
ceed the event, which was ‘“‘jazzed
up” by Western swing music played
by ““The Drifters.”

White says Clements
can't transfer committee

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Gov. Bill
Clements had no authority to transfer
the Governor’s Committee on Aging
to the Department of Community Af-
fairs, says Attorney General Mark
White. \

However, White said in an opinion
Tuesday Clements could appoint the
executive director of the department
as presiding officer of the Committee
on Aging.

Rep. Craig Washington, D-Houston,
chairman of the House Human Ser-
vices Committee, asked for White's
opinion, which has the force of law.

Clements advised the executive
director of the Department of Com-
munity Affairs on Aug. 15 that he was
transferring the committee to that
agency ‘‘in the interest of greater
efficiency.”

His announcement said the func-
tions and personnel of the committee,
which was a separate agency under
the governor’s office, would be moved
immediately to TDCA headquarters.

White said the committee was es-
tablished in 1965 as an “‘independent
entity” and was designated as the
state agency to handle federal pro-
grams for the aging that are not the
specific responsibility of another
agency. In 1971, White said, TDCA
was created ‘‘to assist local govern-
ments in providing essential public
services for their citizens in overcom-
ing financial, social and environmen-
tal problems.”

He said the 1979 Legislature had
failed to enact a bill naming the com-
mittee, along with a number of other
agencies, as one ‘“‘considered to be
under the control of the governor.”

Gift wrap that young man ima
sweater...by Brentwood
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