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Thousands Flee Toxic Gas

By United Press International
More than a quarter-million people
1 the United States and Canada were
forced out of their homes and into tem-
porary shelters or the homes of friends
today because three separate train de

iilments released poisonous gases
By far the worst accident was in Mis
sissaugua, Ontano, where nearly 250,000
people were forced to the town
1§ the weekend as poisonous chlor
ine gas leaked from a burning railroad

ieave

tanker

There were no reported deaths

serious injuries in what Police Supe

tendent Karl Ba

rnhart called ““the bi

gest evacuation in the history of North
America

In Pensacola, Fla. about 1,000 people
waited today to return to their homes
near the scene of a fiery freight train de-

railment. There were no injuries report

ed

About 500 families were forced to
evacuate nine square miles of Pensacola
because a locomotive and 29 cars of a

freight

109-car Louisv and Nashville
train shd off tracks In a

swamp
about 22 miles north of the city early
L Six of the derailed cars were
filled with liquid propane gas and burst
into flames
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DELIVERY PROBLEM?

Four of the tank cars exploded, Civil
Defense spokesman reported. The two
others burned fiercely late into the
night, posing the threat of more explo
sions and prompting civil defense au
thorities to expand the area of evacua
tion

In Michigan, five cars of a Chesa
peake & Ohio freight train derailed early
today just north of Holland and toxic gas
leaking from a tanker car forced the
evacuation of at least 1,000 residents

A C&0 spokesman in Grand Rapids
said the train was on its way from Mu-
skegon to Holland in southwestern Mich-
igan when the derailment occurred at

¢

Call 762-8855 Before 7 p.m )

Searchers Find

M . i
A-J News Services

The wreckage of a
matching the
missing since Oct
bock, was located about 10 am
CST) in a rugged area 20 miles south
west of Tucumcari, N.M

A spokesman for the New Mexico
State Police said there were no survivors
found at the scene

The downed plane was located by
teams searching for an aircraft piloted
by David A. Jones, 33, a self-employed
Lubbock pilot and his passenger, identi
fied as Michael O'Keefe of Bremerton
Wash

The spokesman would not confirm
whether the aircraft found today was the
same as the one local and state authori
ties were looking for

However, Don Davis, mission coordi
nator for the Civil Air Patrol in Portales,
N.M., said the wreckage was that of a
Cessna 310 with the same number as the
one reported missing on a flight from
Grand Junction, Colo., to Lubbock Oct
30

small aircraft
description of a plane
30 on a flight to Lub
today

Davis said debris from the wreckage
was scattered in a hilly terrain spotted
by Mesquite trees and Salt Cedars

The state police spokesman said
teams had to get out of their vehicles
and walk to the site. The spokesman re

Plane

fused to identify the occupants of the
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were being h:

an said rescue att
pered by the rough ter
rain. 'l don't think we're going to be
ible to get an ambulance in. I think
we're going to have to get them out by
helicopter,” the spokesman said

empts
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CAP spokesman Earl Livingston said
the search had been concentrated in Col
orado until this weekend

City Sla

By JACK DOUGLAS
Avalanche-Journal Staff
The month-long search for Lubbock
murder suspect Joseph Michael DePauw
ended about 7 p.m. Sunday (CST) when
he surrendered to an FBI agent at his
brother's house in San Jose, Calif
The 28-year-old DePauw, charged
with the Oct. 5 murder of Lubbock busi-
nessman Oland Kenneth Anderson, re
mained in the Santa Clara County Jail in
San Jose today
San Jose Police Sgt. Jim Smith said
an extradition hearing for the suspect
was scheduled for Tuesday in federal

urt
Court
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nd Haven said two
of the derailed tank cars were carrying
ammoniated hydrogen fluoride, a toxi
gas, and one of those cars developed a
“slow leak

Most of those who fled their homes
in Mississaugua spent Sunday night with
friends or in special shelters set up in
schools and in a shepping center

The burning tanker, containing 70
tons of lethal chlorine, was one of 24 on
a 106-unit Canadian Pacific Railway
freight train that derailed at midnight
Saturday
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WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Carter today ordered an end to U.S. pur-
chases of oil from Iran in reaction to the
eight-day seizure of the American Em-
bassy in Tehran where some 60 hostages
are being held captive.

He urged Americans to increase their
efforts to conserve oil, saying his action
poses a ‘' real challenge” to the nation
and will test American strength and de-
termination

Carter said he took the action to
eliminate any suggestion that economic
pressures could be used to force what he
called ‘“‘unacceptable demands on our
country

The students who seized the embassy
in Tehran are demanding that the de-
posed Shah of Iran, hospitalized for can-
cer in New York, be returned to Iran to
face trial

Carter, in a statement nationally
broadcast from the White House press
room, said it is vital that the lives of
American diplomatic personnel be pro-
tected. He said the world must see to it
that terrorism is not used to impose pol-
itical demands

No one should underestimate the
resolve of the American government and
the American people in this matter,
Carter said

With that, he announced his order
forbidding the purchase of ‘‘any oil from
Iran for delivery to this country,” and
said that the move must be part of an in-
ternational effort to secure release of
the hostages

US. Rep. Kent Hance, contacted at
his office in Washington, termed the
president’s action “*a good move.”

(The Lubbock congressman said the
Iranian oil is “an unstable source” and
added, “We've got to tell foreign sources
that we can make it if we have to. It
may mean some hardship, but we've got
to be dedicated in an economic sense
and a military sense.)

Carter also said he asked the Energy
Department to develop conservation
measures in the United States, and
promised to strive for fair and equitable
distribution of short fuel supplies

America does face a difficult task
and a test,” Carter said. “Our response
will measure our character and our
courage. I know that we Americans will
not fail.’

The impact of the order on US. oil
supplies was not immediately clear

Following the Arab oil boycott of

mbassy by numerous

1ats and observers. Thousands of Iranians staged
can rally on the grounds

AP Laserphoto)

1973-74, western countries agreed on
pooling arrangements in the event of fu-
ture crises. ‘‘There is a mechanism that
has been established which we have
made clear is in effect,”” said State De-
partment spokesman Hodding Carter.

In addition to the oil imported direct-
ly from Iran, the United States obtains
Iranian oil by transshipment from refin-
eries in other countries.

If all oil now supplied by Iran is cut
off, the loss might amount to 7 percent
to 8 percent of US. imports. That
amounts to about 3.5 percent to 4 per-
cent of the total U S. oil comsumption.

The Energy Department estimates
the total imports of Iranian oil at 700,000
barrels a day, including up to to 300,000
barrels of heavy fuel oil refined in the
Bahamas, Virgin Islands and elsewhere.

Thus direct imports account for some
400,000 barrels a day — less than 2.5 per-
cent of U S. comsumption.

Earlier today, Carter met with key
Cabinet members and other top advis-
ers, but his spokesman said the meeting
was not “‘prompted by any new develop-
ments in Iran.”

White House press secretary Jody
Powell disclosed the meeting, the sec-
ond in two days, as the stand-off be-
tween the United States and Iranian au-
thorities over some 60 American hos-
tages moved into its second week.

Powell told reporters that Carter met
with members of his Cabinet for about
an hour, beginning at 7:30 am. CST.

See CARTER URGES Page 14

Mortgage
Loan Dip
Revealed

A-J News Services

High interest rates and other factors
caused Lubbock mortgage loans to fall
$33.6 million or 39.4 percent in the first
eight months of this year, a Texas Sen-
ate committee has been told in Austin.

A Texas Savings and Loan League
representative told the Senate Interim
Committee on Financial Institutions
that, altogether, mortgage loans over
Texas dropped by $1.2 billion through
August of 1979 compared to the same
period last year

“Virtually every area of Texas has
suffered a sharp decline in lending activ-
ity in 1979, said Pat Malone, adminis-
trative vice president of the league.

Malone cited a report showing that,
in the Lubbock area, total mortgage
loans closed dropped 39.4 percent, sin-
gle-family mortgage loans 44.3 percent,
construction loans 65.1 percent, new
commitments to make mortgage loans
326 percent and net savings flow into
savings and loan associations 59.3 per-
cent

In Lubbock, contractor Sam Reyes
said the federal government “attacked"
the housing industry by raising interest
rates in its attempt to curb inflation

It doesn't surprise me,’ Reyes,
president of the West Texas Home
Builders Association, said of the report
“1 hate to see it because it appears that
the government is attacking the wrong
source

If they kept up at this rate, it could
put 1% million people out of work na-
tionwide and just put a bunch of people
back on welfare

Reyes said his association and nation-
al representatives of home builders have
gotten indications that interest rates
have peaked out, however

“If they have peaked, maybe it won't
throw us into such a terrible recession,”
he said. “Maybe we’ll be able to pull out
of it

“We are going to see the most impact
in December and January because peo-
ple are still, to some extent, employed in
the housing industry now, but it's be-
cause of stuff that was already on line”
before the rates went into effect

Malone told the senate committee
that the dollar volume of mortgage loans
made by Texas savings and loan associa-
tions dropped by 24 percent during the
irst eight months of this year and sin-

See MORTGAGE LOAN Page 14

ying Suspect Held In California

An FBI
Calif, who asked not to be
said he took DePauw intc
suspect's brother’s house
men failed to
center in

The suspect had taken several doses
of LSD and had finished off a quart of
wine just prior to his arrest and had to
be taken to Valley Medical Center in San

agent in nearby Canm

npbell
identified,

ustody at the
after the two
1eet hum
Campbell

at a shopping

Jose to ‘'‘sober up” before he was
booked into the county jail, the agent
said

The federal agent added that De

Pauw “probably has a pretty big han

gover,”” but otherwise was in good con

dition today
The agent called DePauw's brother's
house about 3:30 p.m. (5:30 p.m. CST)
Sunday and was told by the brother,
Hey, he (the suspect) just called me
and said he wanted to give himself up
The agent said he set up a meeting
time with the two men at the Pruneyard
Shopping Center in Campbell, but that
the men did not show up, and that after
about 40 minutes he located the suspect
t the San Jose residence
He just wanted a little extra time to
finish the quart of wine he had,” the
agent said

A nurse at the Santa Clara County

Jail refused to have DePauw booked in-
to the facility until he was treated at
Valley Medical Center. He was jailed
about 10 p.m. (CST)

The suspect reportedly had called his
brother earlier Sunday from San Luis
Obispo, located between San Jose and
Los Angeles

“Our agents just missed him in Santa
Barbara (Calif.) in the early part of last
week,"’ the arresting agent said

The FBI held a warrant for DePauw
on a federal charge of unlawful flight to
avoid prosecution

DePauw was charged here Oct 8 for
the murder of Anderson, the 63-year-old

owner of Neon Speciality Co. at 2402
Ave. J. Justice of the Peace Charles
Smith set the suspect’s bond at $100,000

Anderson was found dead inside his
business Oct. 5 He was discovered
sprawled in a pool of blood by his broth-
er and an employee. An autopsy re-
vealed the victim died from a crushed
skull caused by a blow to the side of his
head with a blunt instrument.

The same day Anderson’s body was
found, police located the victim's car
parked in front of a North University
Avenue pawn shop. His wallet, empty of
money, was gound several days later in
trash dumpster by an 11-year-old boy




2-A—LUBBOCK AVALANCHE-JOURNAL—Monday Evening, November 12, 1979

Newspaper Says Khomeini Doing ‘Devil’s Work’

e ’
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Following & whalethe nation's news-
papers were saying last week

The New York Times
In the zealous eyes of Ayatollah
Khomeini, America is the “'great satan”
and Great Britain its “‘evil” ally. But it
is the Ayatollah himself who is doing the
devil's work by inciting and condoning
the student invasion of the American
and British Erobassies in Tehran. This is
not just a diplomatic affront; it is a dec-
laration of war on diplomacy itself, on
usages and traditions honored by all na-
tions, however old or new, of whatever
beliel. The immunities given a ruler's
emissaries were respected by the kings
of Persia during wars with Greece and
by the Ayatollah's spiritual ancestors
during the Crusades.
the first step, plainly, must be to
secure the safe departure of the cap-
uves...

Iran has its own diplomatic missions
abroad, which are vulnerable to reprisal
Iran also has been getting badly needed
spare parts for its American-made weap-
ons — whose goodwill value should now
b plain to the Carter Administration

Iran can still gravely injure the West
by further reducing oil exports, but the
imjury to its own economy would be
eyen greater. In any case, a regime bent
op irrational conduct cannot be ap-
peased. The avowed purpose of the em-
bassy takeovers is to foree the United
States to return the ailing Shah to face a
revolutionary tribunal. The idea is un
cpnscianable. The right of political asy-
lum is another valued tradition that the
Ayatollah seems to consider diabolic
now that he no longer needs his own
revolutionary platforms of asylum in
Iraq and France

While pressing for release of its own
citizens, the United States should feel no
shame in . resisting . outrageous de
mands

Fuel Proposal Rapped

Sunday Rutland (Vt.) Herald and Times-
Argus

In the pantheon of Washington bun-
gling, the proposal to give more federal
emergency fuel aid to the warm south-
ern states than to cold Vermont and
Maine ranks near the top of the list

It is downright foolish and our con-
gressional delegation should be raising a
fuss about it. What do we get from our
delegation” A roar of silence

Vermont and Maine, the two states
which have the lowest per capita income
in New England, and the two states
which need the emergency fuel aid the
most, get shortchanged. Yet southern
states fare well under the Carter plan
Oh yes, so does New Hampshire, which
just happens to have the first presidenti-
al primary in the nation

Well, some Vermonters are going to
freeze to death this winter, and the last
thing Vermont needs is pussyfooting
from its Congressional delegation

Kahn Criticised

St. Louis Globe-Democrat
When President Carter fired half his
Cabinet and shook up his top staff last
summer, he mysteriously let Alfred E
Kahn escape

Kahn has ‘“‘chief inflation fighter'” as
his title, though he's done nothing o
show he's entitled to it. Perhaps Presi-
dent Carter keeps him around just for
laughs or kicks. Every administration
¢an use 3 court jester

Instead of spouting nonsense, Kahn
should throw in the towel and get off the
government payroll. Last March Kahn
was candid enough to say that if the in-

flation rate didn't begin to taper by the
beginning of the summer, he would con-

sider his program a failure
Well, inflation hasn't tapered and

Gorilla Mating

Kahn has failed

In the interest of preserving national
sanity, President Carter had better
dump Kahn as quickly as one could say
Ted Kennedy

Breath Of Fresh Air

Bangor (Maine) Daily News

The report on the Three Mile Island
nuclear accident is ... a breath of fresh
air in a controversy that more often
resembles a street skirmish than a cru-
cial national debate.

Among the findings:

—The fact no member of the general
public has been injured by nuclear pow-
er in the past 25 years of nuclear plant
operation has made the utility industry
too casual about the potential risks

—No one was discernibly injured from
the extremely low levels of radiation re-
leased at Three Mile Island.

The principal ill effects on humans
was ‘‘mental stress’’ caused in part by
misinformation put out by government
officials involved

~There was no imminent danger of a
hydrogen bubble explosion as mistaken-
ly reported by those responsible for as-
sessing the status of the nuclear plant
emergency

To us, some things seem clear

If the nuclear energy business is to-

survive in this country, it will have to
improve its construction and design
methodology and pay closer attention to
safety... However ... the risks, the nucle
ar power industry still has a good re
cord. It would be a mistake to close

down 13 pércent Of this country's powet
generating capactty, either by a legislat-
ed national moratorium or as a result of
an unjustified national hysteria

Unemployment Problem

Dallas Times Herald

The jump in the nation’s unemploy-
ment rate, up 200,000 over the previous
month, would seem to offer strong evid-
ence that the US. is indeed in a reces-
sion

Not unexpectedly, the latest round

of layoffs has struck hardest on women
and blacks..., reflecting the longstanding
inequality of hiring and promotional
practices within the U S. labor market

For the moment there is a wait-and-
see attitude on the part of President
Carter and members of Congress regard-
ing action to cut unemployment. Their
caution is based not so much
on...conflicting...data..., but their politi-
cal concern over the effects of infla-
tion

The unemployment issue is far down
the list of concerns expressed by most
Americans to their elected representa-
tives. Inflation is at the top of it. But un-

among minorities, is a pressing social
problem. it presents once again a classi-
cal election year confrontation, placing
politics up against economics. Neither
the President nor members of Congress
is going to act until push comes to
shove, when the social problem out-
weighs the economic problem. That is
why the administration has held the line
on employment-related spending in-
creases and Congress voted against a tax
cut to stimulate the economy
Unfortunately, that means unemploy-
ment will continue to increase among
minority Americans and government
will wait until the middle of a recession
before deciding to do anything about it

Black Mayor Elected

Knoxville (Tean.) News-Sentinel

When “‘Bull”" Conner was turning pol-
ice dogs on civil rights demonstrators
and black children were being bombed
to death in church, who could have
thought that Birmingham, Ala., would
ever elect a black major?

Yet that's what the city did recently
The new mayor will be Richard Arring-
ton Jr., a sharecropper's son who be-

employment, which is doubledigit came dean of a college. That isn't to say
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that Birmingham has put racial tension
behind it

But the election shows that Birmin-
ham has come a long way in race rela-
tions and opportunity for blacks since
the early 1960s when it was targeted for
civil rights demonstrations by Martin
Luther King Jr., because of its reputa-
tion as the most segregated big city in
America

Budget Still Rising

The Dallas Morning News

A mere half a trillion dollars is what
the federal government will be spending
in fiscal 1980...And from there it is on-
word and upward. In fiscal 1982, accord-
ing to projections, the budget will pass
the $600 billion level. A full-fledged tril-
lion-dollar budget sometime in the mid-
'80s seems a live possibility

In the meantime it would be well to
look at the plans of Britain's new Con-

CHECKING CONVENIENCE ...

FREE Personalized Checks —
anytime you need them.

TILUE, the AllTime Teller — to
give you cash, take deposits and
payments, and help with other

banking needs anytime, any
day.

OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY

Member FDIC 66th and Indiana

servative government.. The plans are not
to increase spending at all: Rather to
hold the line insofar as possible
Defense, police protection and social

security will receive increases; but else-
where there will be cuts

the idea is to beef up the private sec-
tor — to afford rewards and incentives
for creativity; to devour less of the vital
capital that, in government's hands, ben-
efits only selected portions of the popu-
lation, but in private hands creates jobs
and spreads prosperity throughout the
whole economy

The trouble with the American econ-
omy ... is the government's greed for the
country's resources. Ever-bigger budgets
are seen as proof of a meritorious social
consciousness

The British are on the right track. So
far, we're on the wrong one. Which is
one thing the 1980 elections ought as-
suredly to be about
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California Pistachio
Growers Eye Market

By MARY TOBIN

NEW YORK (UPI) — Oil isn't the
only commodity threatened by the polit-
ical turmoil in Iran. That country’s other
major export — pistachio nuts — ac-
counts for 90 percent of the world's sup-
ply

But California pistachio producers,
who have been trying for years to make
inroads into this profitable market, think
they now are in a position to fill any
shortage of the favored Iranian nut

After 10 years of experimentation,
California growers this year harvested a
crop of 12 million pounds worth an esti
mated $17 million

But this is little comfort to the small
band of pistachio lovers the nut has
only a 4 percent market penetration in
the United States — since it won't bring
lower prices

Pistachio nuts retail for between $7
and $10 a pound and the price could es-
calate dramatically since, even without
other problems, an early frost hurt this
year's crop in Iran

Jack Bobker, president of Zenobia
Nut Co.. a leading importer, processor
and distributor of pistachios, said whole-
sale prices have risen about $1 a pound
to around $3.75 in the last six months
since the Iranian revolution

“This year's crop from California is a
beautiful nut. It's the best so far,” Bob-
ker said. “'‘But it still doesn't have the
taste of the best Iranian nut

California producers began growing
pistachios in earnest 10 years ago in the
San Joaquin Valley. There are 31,000
acres planted but this year's crop comes
from only a little over 4,000 acres, ac
cording to the California Pistachio Asso-
clation

According to Bobker, earlier efforts
were a disaster. "The quality was so bad
we had to give guarantees to our cus-
tomers not to mix them with Iranian
nuts,” he said. “This year is much bet
ter.”

The California producers have indeed
had problems with the little nut, prima

nly because it takes from 8 to 10 years
to mature properly. And the crop is al
ternating trees bear a heavy crop only

every other year

Pistachios must be harvested in a 30-
day period in September. They must be
hulled and dried within 24 hours or the
shell discolors. California growers use an
abrasive vegetable peeling machine to
hull the nuts and forced air to dry them

Unlike the familiar red-dyed shell
California nuts are marketed with the
natural color — as are premium Iranian
nuts

Only the lower grades and smaller
nuts are dyed,”’ Bobker said. * Pistachios
have a pink cast on the tree and years
ago 1t was thought the red shells more
or less resembled the natural nut

Excluding the latest disorder in Iran
Bobker said the revolutionary govern-
ment has honored previous commit-
ments for pistachios with a few dis-
ruptions because of strikes or weather

Yes, we're getting shipments, but
even with only a 4 percent market pene-
tration there's never been enough to
handle demand,” Bobker said. “If there
were 10,000 tons consumed in the United
States, we could sell 20,000 tons. There’s
that 96 percent of the market to reach.”

We hope the California producers
can keep improving their nuts. There's a
tremendous market and they will find a
home."

But Bobker doesn’t look for any re-
lief from skyrocketing prices, even if Ira-
nian imports stay at the present level

California producers will have to
ask equal or higher prices with produc-
tion at its present level. If they can in-

WINE IN RELIGION

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Billed as
the first exhibition of its kind, a showing
of wine-related artifacts from various re-
ligions spanning more than 5,000 years
has been assembled at The Wine Mu-
seum of San Francisco. It will be on dis-
play until next August
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MARMADUKE by Brad Anderson Troubles Plag

SA KEO, Thailand (UPI) —- The des-
cendents of the great Khmer civilization
that built the famous temples at Angkor
Wat are reduced to living under sheets
of blue plastic tied to sticks.

Wracked by malnutrition and disease,
most are too weak to move,

The most common sound in the Cam-
bodian refugee camp at Sa Keo is cough-
ing.
Large, white hospital tents are
jammed with refugees lying on rattan
mats, their only connection with life the
intravenous tubes pumping nourishment
into their bodies

Stick-thin limbs protruding from tra-
ditional black pajamas indicate the or-
deal suffered by those who fled their
Vietnamese-controlled homeland to
Thailand

But those living in the parched and
treeless camp at Sa Keo, 32 miles west
of the Cambodian border, are the lucky
ones

Refugees reaching Thailand say bod-
ies litter the trails leading to the border
Thai-run camps at the border overflow
with refugees and new arrivals often are
forced to hack their own campsites from
the bysh and hope they will be found by

g wp YRRyt vk

relief workers.

Conditions are primitive in the
camps, but highly preferable to life in
Cambodia where a massive famine
threatens to wipe out more than half the
estimated four million population.

Those trying to escape starvation,
malaria, beri-beri and other diseases are
in constant danger of being killed in the
fighting between the Vietnamese-in-
stalled government in Phnom Penh and
followers of ousted Premier Pol Pot.

The current tragedy of Cambodia is
the latest chapter in the decline of the
Khmer people, whose vast empire 800
years ago included much of Thailand,
Laos, Vietnam and the Malay peninsula.

The Khmer empire reached its peak
during the reign of King Suryavarma Il
(1113-1150), who built the magnificent
Angkor Wat complex in what is now
northern Cambodia.

Since then it has been fought over,
annexed or divided by the Thais, Viet-
namese, French, Japanese and Ameri-
cans

After the communist takeover in
April 1975, the Khmer Rouge headed by
Pol Pot conducted a reign of terror
against suspected collaborators with the
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Vionday Evening, Noevember 12, 1979

TODAY’S EDITORIAL:
Reagan Test

TWO DISPARATE candidates for his job
may make President Carter wish before the
year is over that he'd never heard the word
“malaise,” let alone mentioned it.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., already
has taken issue with Carter's diagnosis once
and will almost certainly do so again. But he
won't be alone.

Ronald Reagan reportedly will build
much of his formal announcement speech on
prime time television Tuesday around a re-
buttal of Carter’s pessimistic assessment.

Reagan's half-hour oration will be tele-
vised on stations from which the Reagan
camp purchased air time. He had sought to
buy 30 minutes of network time, but The
Big Three turned him down just as they did
a similar request from Carter for his formal
announcement Dec. 4.

WHILE HIS FIRE initially will be aimed
largely at the incumbent, the GOP front-run-
ner will offer his “prescription of positive
action for the future” by carefully crafting
his pitch to blame the entire Democratic
Party (including Kennedy) for creating the
mess we're in.

According to news services, the former
California Governor will explicitly reject the
notion that Americans are suffering some
nebulous crisis of confidence, that we are

Ovwrbuned by LA Tiwms Syndhare

James J. Kilpatrick:

French Have Way With Words

PARIS—An American traveler in France can
find plenty to complain about in terms of high
prices, but except for a few other hazards and
shortcomings he will find far more to praise.

Such, in any event, is the judgment of my fel-
low countryman from Rappahannock County,
Va., J. Taliaferro Spelvin.

J. T., as he is universally known in Sperryville,
Woodville, Flint Hill and Jenkins Hollow, has
been wandering about France for the past several
weeks. We met for a stroll in the Tuileries.

In his best Virginia accent, which is fine for
speaking Virginian but abominable for speaking
French, he was saying “bonjour” to passersby.
To my amazement, they were smiling and saying
“bonjour”” back at him.

“THE OLD HORROR stories about the rude-
ness of the French,” J. T. remarked, “are no
longer to be believed.

“Even the people who work for Air France,
who used to be hired on a snootiness rating from
one to 10, have been unbelievably civil Innkee-
pers, walters, taxi drivers, gendarmes, salesclerks
~they are as friendly as folks in Dallas or Mem-
phis. Watch this.”

My friend stopped a lovely young lady.
“Pardonnay moy,” he said, “o00 eh la moosay
daze ampressioneestes?”

“La,” said the girl, pointing to the nearby L'E-
cole des Impressionistes, and she gave old J. T. 2
smile of at least 500 watts.

“It has been that way everywhere,” J. T. con-
tinued. “Look at the people on the sidewalks,

Yet To Come

entering a new age of limits or that we must
adjust to a lower standard of living.

“It is still possible,” he will insist, ac-
cording to early drafts of his talk, “to ex-
pand the economic pie enough so that no
one must settle for a smaller slice.”” But for
now, few specifics. '

Missing also will be anti-Washington pat-
ter. Campaign manager John Sears thinks
Carter’s performance has given outsiders a
bad name and instead created a new prem-
ium on experience.

MOST OF HIS opponents have been cam-
paigning furiously for months now, but even
after his formal entry, Reagan will not go
flat-out until after the first of the year.

He plans a barnstorming tour after his an-
nouncement, but that's about it. He has no
desire to “‘peak’ too soon, his aides say.

From the outset, Reagan's principal vul-
nerability has been his age—he will be 69
next year. If elected he would be the oldest
person ever to assume the presidency.

The other GOP candidates have indicated
all along that whatever edge Reagan enjoys
in the polls will melt away when he gets on
the griddle with the rest of them. Starting
Tuesday, Howard Baker, John Connally,
George Bush, Robert Dole, Philip Crane,
John Anderson and everybody else can be-
gin testing that assumption.

and look at the faces of the drivers. Maybe I'm
wrong, but | see only half the frowns and scowls
that I'd see in Washington or New York. The
French economy, from what | read, is not much
better or worse than ours, but the people don't
seem to worry as we do."’

What else had pleased him in France? The
highways and the land, to mention only a couple
of items.

THE SUPER-HIGHWAYS are at least equal to
our interstates, and the rural roads—J. T. had
driven 800 miles on rural roads—are kept incredi-
bly clean and trimmed. Eighty percent of the
drivers, by his estimate, use their shoulder har-
ness seat belts.

“Of course,” he added meditatively, “‘there
may be a reason for that A little lust for the
Grand Prix dwells in the heart of every true
Frenchman. Set loose on a limited access high-
way, where the speed limit of 79 miles an hour is
constantly ignored, he lays a heavy foot on the

pedal

““The other day | was passed by a Citroen doing
100 miles an hour, and then a Peugeot swept by
him. But the French are as skilled as the drivers
of Los Angeles, and nearly all of them seem to
survive.”

MY FRIEND SPELVIN, himself a farmer, said
he had to admire the intensive use that is made
¢f land,

“We could teach them a thing or two about
raising corn,” he said, “and their beef cattle

Kenneth
May

MY NEIGHBOR Twice Removed suggests
that, the next time Americans are held hostage in
a place like Iran, we parachute in the Ku Klux
Klan and improve both countries.

*

The President sent Ramsey Clark to negotiate
with the Ayatollah Khomeini but the Iranian
strongman refused to see him. He said he already
had a bad enough impression of America without
adding to it.

*

Our Guv'ment swung right into action, though,
just as soon as it became convinced Iran is pot a
friendly power. Only five days after our embassy
personnel became prisoners of war, we halted
military shipments to points behind enemy lines.

*

But eut of our national humiliation, there
emerged one hopeful sign: Instead of leaving the
streets to anti-American demonstrators as we'd
done for 15 years, national pride brought out
thousands of pro-American marchers.

*

TODAY'S MAY BOUQUET: To US. Rep.
Kent Hance, for being one of only 45 House Dem-
ocrats to vote against the monstrous 1981 budget
with its $29.8 billion deficit

It took courage to go against the Democratic
leadership which was pushing the $547.6 billion
spending bill. The vote was 205-190 with only one
Republican joining 204 Democrats in voting
“aye.”

The projected Democratic deficit is so big it's
$2 billion in the opposite direction from Presi-
dent Carter's promised balanced budget before
1981.

Holmes Alexander:

Death To Saboteurs Of N- Plant?

WASHINGTON—To the relief of most sane
Americans, capital punishment is gradually work-
ing its way back as a discipline in our civilization
not just for murderers, but also for atomic spies

When we read of demonstrations against or
sabotage of nuclear facilities, let us remember
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. This pair of Com-
munist espionage agents were electrocuted, June
19, 1953, at Sing Sing Prison, for passing pre-Hi-
roshima sketches of the atom bombs to our perfi-
dious Soviet allies

I see no important difference between the Ro-
senberg crime and that of William K. Kuykendall
and James A. Merrill, Jr., who confessed last
month in court to deliberately damaging 62 spare
fuel rod assemblies, worth $810,000 to their em-
ployers, Virginia Electric Power Company (VEP-
CO).

THE ROSENBERGS SLIPPED information of
secret weapons to a hostile country, and Kuyken-
dall-Mernll materially wrecked a generating com-
plex for industrial electricity

These vicious acts have in common the atomic
or nuclear force which is useful in peace and war.
The Rosenbergs were known Communists, Kuy-
kendall was an admitted pacifist.

The whole Rosenberg circle had connections
with the US. government; Kuykendall had
trained for his work at the U.S. Naval nuclear re-
actor school. .

The entire lot, owing allegiance to the USA,
was giving aid and comfort to the enemy, but the
merciful American Constitution makes it almost
impossible to convict for treason

The death penalty would have to fall under use
of the deadly uranium substance to commit espi-
onage or sabotage

I WOULD HOPE that President Carter, a Na-
val nuclear school graduate, would pause in the
parallel course of his re-election junkets and his
subtle anti-nuclear campaign, to heed Dwight Ei-
senhower, the other military President of our
age

Ike's refusal to spare the Rosenbergs noted that
all appeals under the generous American juris-
prudence had been permitted and exhausted.

He declared that the crime “far exceeds (mur-
der): it involves the deliberate betrayal of the en-
tire nation and could well result in the death of
many, many thousands...”

Later, writing to his son John, then serving as
an Army officer in Korea, Eisenhower admitted
that “it goes against the grain" to participate in
the execution of a woman, but Tke astutely fore-
saw that to pardon Ethel would simply invite the
Soviets to “recruit their spies from among

didn’t look up to ours, but the thing is, they put
all their land to work

“And it's beautiful. The vineyards of Burgundy
are all red and gold in the autumn. On a hazy
day, with chateaus in the distance, it's fairybook
stuff.”

What else? “Fontainebleau,” said J, T. “Over
the years I've seen most of the glories of France,
but I just got to Fontainebleau the other day,

“I tried to work up a figure,” said my friend, a
great one for working up figures, “on the heating
of the place. It must have taken a thousand serv-
ants and two acres of forest a day just to keep the
fireplaces going.

“When you think of the cooks, footmen, gar-
deners, stable boys, blacksmiths, carriage mak-
ers, chamber maids and candlemakers that the
palace required, simply to keep the court lolling
in luxury, it's no wonder the people rebelled.”

IT WAS NOT like J. T. to award unstinting
praise. Could he find nothing wrong? He thought
a while. “Well,"" he said at last, “we've stayed in
six hotels and none of them had a decent light by
the beds.

“The French evidently don't expect you to read
in bed—other things, maybe, but not reading.
The telephones have a long way to go. We do a
better job on TV news.

“Their best newspapers are not up to ours in
worldwide reporting But otherwise,” and here
Mr. Spelvin waved his beret, “vive les gloires de
la France!" He was almost, but not quite, under-
standable.

In his freshman year, Hance is showing a streak
of fiscal independence that the country needs if it
is (o break away from the .economic nosedive
we're in.

He voted for the lesser of two evils in support-
ing the GOP's $3.2 billion substitute for the Dem-
ocrats’ $3.8 billion welfare “reform™ bill. The
bigger version carried, of course.

Hance was particularly alarmed that the record
budget bill does away with a requirement that
the budget be reconciled, saying “‘you might as
well not have a budget.”

I the rest of the country will boot out 10 or 15
of the big spenders next year, replacing them
with conservatives, Hance would begin winning
the close votes instead of losing them.

*

During the summer, the Comprehensive Em-
t and Training Act program paid 147
South Dakota Indian youngsters $2.65 an hour to
ride hosses, swim and play football, basketball
and baseball.
Not surprisingly, the kids nicknamed CETA as
CHETA.

*

Headline: “Slayings Keep Small Store Em-
ployes On Toes.”

“A touch of discipline,” Bill Ducker says, “can
be effective.”

*

“Texaco's average profit per gallon on all pe-
troleum and products sold (in the first half of
1979) was only about 1.8 cents a gallon. It was
less than one cent a gallon in the first half of
1978.""—The Texaco Star.

Federal and state at-the-pump taxes alone are §

women” something they may have done in the
mob scenes against nuclear plants

Not the dummy, that his detractors portray, Ike
subsequently expanded his views to a friend who
opposed killing the atomic spies.

There are enough similarities and sufficient
reasons to treat the Rosenberg and the VEPCO
cases on a par.

It is just and right to bring charges of nuclear
sabotage against Kuykendall, Merrill and all

the small society
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Hit By An Iran Fist ‘

cents a gallon, five times the oil company’s prof-
it. Whose windfall, did yo:ny. Mr. President?

Idi Amin says the best way to achieve world
peace is to make atomic weapons available at
cut-rate prices to all countries. :

It's the kind of suggestion which, if adopted, is
sure to have a great deal of fallout

w

TARRANT ‘COUNTY voters did, by Z
vote to abolish the office of county treasurer. By
a convincing 3-1 margin

Fort Worth is to be congratulated for this pro-
test of perpetiating a superfluous office. Whether
the voters' wishes will be carried out is still an
open question, though. : v

Since the county treasurer’s job is provided for
by the state constitution, there's bound to be a
lawsuit to determine whether the voters can abol-
ish the office without a constitutional amend-
ment

IF HISTORY REPEATS, I'll get a spate of let-
ters from treasurers all over the state who fear
their jobs will be abolished if Fort Worth wins.

But, like the Tarrant County voters, I'm con-
vinced that jt's a waste of money to maintain a
treasgret in counties which also have a county
audititor. _

Auditors, who are appointed, bring profession-
alism to the job of keeping track of county ex-
penditures. Many a county treasurer does a good

job, too, but if the taxpayers are convinced the

office is unnecessary they should have the right
to abolish it
It's their money. And their government.

Toms and Janes who deliberately seek to damage
the nu