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Tech textile researcher to visit India
India’s booming textile industry may have positive impacts on US cotton growers
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SESH A D R l RA M K UM A R, A N  associate professor at the Institute of Environmental and Human Health, 
demonstrates the use of a needlepunching machine for the production of nonwoven textile products. Ramku- 
mar’s research, in part, led to the creation of Fibertect^'^, a nonwoven cotton product which the Environmental 
Protection Agency approved for the cleaning of oil from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

By MERIDETH MURPHEY
Staff Writer

S e s h a d r i R a m k u m a r, a s s o c i
a te  p r o fe s s o r  a t  T e x a s  T e c h ’s 
In s t itu te  o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l and  
H u m an H e a lth , w ill be  v en tu rin g  
to  C o im b a to re , In d ia  to  sp eak  a t 
th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  N o n w o v e n  
F a b rics  In d u stry  —  or IN D A  —  
N o n w o v e n s  T r a in in g  C o u r s e , 
w h ic h  w ill b e  h e ld  fro m  A u g . 
1 2 -1 3 .

IN D A , w h ic h  h as b e e n  h o ld 
in g  th e  w o rk sh o p  s in c e  2 0 0 7 ,  
is a t r a d e  a s s o c i a t io n  w h ic h  
rep re se n ts  m ore th a n  3 0 0  le a d 
in g  g lo b a l  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n ie s . 
A c c o r d in g  to  i ts  w e b s ite ,  i ts  
m issio n  is to  p ro m o te  thfe v alu e  
and  p ro fita b ility  o f  th e  n o n w o - 
ven s/ en g in eered  fa b rics  ind u stry  
w orld w id e.

“T h e y  are th e  le a d in g  trad e  
a s s o c ia t io n  fo r  t h e  e m e r g in g  
t e x t i l e s  c a l l e d  n o n w o v e n s ,” 
R a m k u m a r said .

IN D A  b e ca m e  fa m ilia r  w ith  
th e  n o n w o v e n s  re s e a rc h  b e in g  
d o n e  a t T e c h  th ro u g h  th e ir  a t 
te n d a n c e  o f  th e  In te r n a t io n a l  
C o n fe r e n c e  for A d v a n c e m e n t in  
T e x tile s , M a ch in ery , N o n w ov en s 
and  T e c h n ic a l  T e x t ile s  —  w h ich  
was cre a te d  by R am k u m ar —  and 
b e c a m e  in te re s te d  in  c o lla b o r a t
ing  w ith  T e c h  o n  th e  w orkshop .

“T e x a s  T e c h  U n iv e r s ity  is th e  
f irst an d  on ly , so far, p a rtn e rin g  
w ith  th e m  to  o ffer th is  w orkshop  
in  In d ia ,” R am k u m ar said . “S o  in  
th a t  way we are  th e  lead  to  c o l 
la b o ra te  w ith  th e  b ig g est trad e  
a s s o c ia t io n  in  th e  n o n w o v e n s  
a re a  to  o ffe r  th e  u n iq u e  t r a in 
in g  p ro g ram  o n  n o n w o v e n s  in  
In d ia .”

IN D A  also  c o lla b o ra te s  w ith

a n  In d ia -b a se d  c o n s u ltin g  firm  
c a l le d  T e c n i T e x  N o n w o v e n s , 

^w hich  c o o r d in a t e s  t h e  w o r k 
shop s.

R e c e n t l y ,  R a m k u m a r  h a s  
b e e n  g e n e r a t in g  m e d ia  a t t e n 
t io n  b e ca u se  th e  E n v iro n m e n ta l 
P r o te c t io n  A g e n cy  ap p roved  h is  
c o tto n -c a r b o n  in v e n t io n , F ib er- 
te c t ,  w h ich  a lso  sparks in te r n a 
t io n a l  in te re s t  in  T e c h .

Larry H o b b s, v ic e  p re sid en t o f  
m a n u fa c tu r in g  a t H o b b s B o n d ed  
.F ib e r s  —  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  
m a n u fa c tu re s  F ib e r te c t  —  said  
F ib e r t e c t  h a s  b r o u g h t a lo t  o f  
p u b lic ity  to  T e c h .

“T h e  F ib e r te c t  i ts e lf  h as g e n 
e ra te d  a lo t  p u b lic ity  fo r T ex a s 
T e c h ,” H o b b s  sa id , “an d  m ade 
D r. R a m k u m a r ’s d e p a r tm e n t  a 
le a d e r in  th e  U .S .  fo r n o n w o v e n  
te c h n o lo g y .”

S h a w n  W ad e, d irecto r o f  co m 
m u n ic a t io n s  fo r  P la in s  C o t t o n  
G ro w ers, In c .,  said  R a m k u m a r’s 
forw ard  th in k in g  and  c o n n e c 
tio n s  in  In d ia  h e lp e d  fo ste r  th is  
p re stig io u s re la t io n s h ip  and  c a n  
g rea tly  b e n e f it  T e c h .

“T h e  n e a t  t h in g  a b o u t  D r. 
R a m k u m a r’s re s e a rch  is th a t  i t ’s 
v ery  fo rw a rd  t h in k in g ,” W a d e  
sa id , “and  i t ’s k in d  o f  p u t h im  
in to  som e areas o f  research  th a t  a 
lo t  o f  T ie r  O n e -ty p e  u n iv e rsitie s  
are sh o o tin g  fo r .”

A lth o u g h  In d ia  is th e  seco n d  
la rg est c h tto n -p ro d u c in g  n a t io n  
in  th e  w orld , th e  a m o u n t o f  c o t -

i

to n  th e y  p ro d u ce  c a n n o t  support 
th e ir  g row in g  te x t ile s  ind ustry .

W a d e  sa id  I n d ia ’s g ro w in g  
t e x t i l e  in d u s tr y  o p e n s  a n e w  
m a rk e t fo r th e  U .S .  b e ca u se  c o t 
to n  c a n  b e e x p o rte d  to  In d ia .

“T h e y ’v e  g o t so m an y  p eo p le  
to  fe e d  t h a t  th e y  d o n ’t r e a lly

h a v e  th e  c o t t o n  la n d  —  th e  
e x tr a  la n d  to  grow  a lo t  m o re  
c o t t o n ,” W a d e  said . “S o , any up- 
t ic  in  th e ir  te x t i le  p ro d u c tio n  is 
p ro b a b ly  g o in g  to  b e  r e lia n t  o n  a 
c e r ta in  le v e l o f  im p o rted  c o t to n  
to  feed  th a t  in d u stry  and  t h a t ’s 
w h at is im p o rta n t to  th e  U .S . ”

R a m k u m a r sa id  th a t  In d ia ’s 
g o a ls  in  th e  t e x t i l e s  in d u s try  
are  im p o ssib le  to  a t ta in  w ith o u t 
im p o rtin g  c o t to n  and  u sing  it to  
its  fu lle s t .

“W h e n  you grow  th e  te x t ile s  
in d u s try  in t o  n o n w o v e n s  an d  
t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s ,  th e y  w o n ’t 
e v e n  h a v e  c o t t o n ,” R a m k u m a r 
sa id . “S o  th e y  n e e d  to  im p o rt 
an d  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  c a n  ta k e  
t h a t  as a n e w  a n d  e m e r g in g  
m a r k e t.”

H e said  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  h e  
is b u ild in g  in  In d ia  w ill  h e lp  
L u b b o c k ’s eco n o m y , b u t a lso  h as 
m a jo r  b e n e f its  fo r T e c h .

“T h is  pu ts T e x a s  T e c h  o n  an  
in te r n a tio n a l  m a p ,” R a m k u m a r 
sa id , “p a rtic u la r ly  w h en  we are 
a im in g  fo r T e ir  O n e . T h e s e  are 
c e r t a i n  u n iq u e , n i c h e  th in g s  
w h ich  T ex a s T e c h  c a n  c la im  th ey  
w ere th e  f ir s t  to  d o .”

H o b b s  h a s  b e e n  in  b u sin ess  
w i th  R a m k u m a r  s i n c e  2 0 0 4  
a n d  s a id , o v e r  t h e  y e a r s , h e  
h a s  e n jo y e d  w o rk in g  w ith  th e  
b u s in e s s  r e la t io n s h ip  b e c a u s e  
o f  R a m k u m a r’s p o s itiv e  a ttitu d e  
a n d  w ill in g n e s s  to  sh a re  w h a t 
h e  k n o w s.

“H e ’s fu n  to  w ork  w ith  b e 
ca u se  h e  is so p a ss io n a te  a b o u t 
w h a t  h e  d o e s ,” H o b b s  s a id , 
“and  I th in k  a n y tim e  you fin d  
so m e o n e  th a t  p a ss io n a te  a b o u t 
w h a t th e y  d o , th e y ’re g o in g  to  
b e  g ood  a t i t . ” 
>$»-merideth.murphey@ttu.edu

Tropical depression races toward BP^s leaky well
BY COLLEEN LONG AND 

HARRY WEBER
The A ssociated P ress

O N  T H E  G U L F  O F M E X IC O  
(A P )— A  tropical depression racing 
toward the G ulf o f M exico Thursday 
increased pressure on  B P  and the 
U .S . government to decide whether 
to evacuate dozens of ships at the site 
o f the mptured oil well.

Forecasters at the U .S . N ational 
H u rricane C e n te r  in  M iam i said 
the storm system, w hich has already 
caused flooding in Puerto R ico, the 
D o m in ica n  R ep u b lic  and H a iti, 
could become Tropical Storm  Bonnie 
later Thursday and reach the G ulf of 
M exico by Saturday.

Seas already were choppy in the 
G ulf Thursday, with waves up to five 
feet rocking boats as crews prepared to 
leave if needed. Nonessential vessels 
like barges and skimmers will likely 
be sent back to shore. Commander 
Terri Jordan told the crew of the Coast 
Guard cutter Decisive at a midmom- 
ing briefing.

Sh e said they were awaiting an 
evacuation order.

“W e are going to be here until 
everyone is safe and out o f here,”

Jordan said.
W ork on plugging the well is at a 

standstill just days before the expected 
completion o f a relief tunnel to per
m anently throttle the free-flowing 
cmde.

Worse yet, the government’s spill 
ch ief said foul weather could require 
reopening the cap that has contained 
the oil for nearly a week, allowing oil 
to gush into the sea again for days 
while engineers wait out the storm.

“T his is necessarily going to be 
a judgment call,” said retired Coast 
Guard Adm. Thad A llen, who was 
waiting to see how the storm devel
oped before deciding whether to order 
any o f the ships to leave.

BP spokesman Sco tt Dean said 
Thursday morning that no decisions 
had been made yet.

C rew s had p lann ed  to  spend 
Wednesday and Thursday reinforcing 
with cem ent the last few feet o f the 
relief tunnel that will be used to pump 
mud into the gusher and kill it once 
and for all. But BP put the task on 
hold and instead placed a temporary 
plug called a storm packer deep inside 
the tunnel, in case it has to be aban
doned until the storm passes.

“W h at we didn’t want to do is

be in  the middle o f an operation 
and potentially put the relief well at 
some risk,” BP vice president Kent 
W ells said.

If the work crews are evacuated, it 
could be two weeks before they can 
resume the effort to kill the well. T hat 
would upset B P ’s tim etable, w hich 
called for finishing the relief tunnel 
by the end of July and plugging the 
blown-out well by early August.

Scientists have been scmtinizing 
underwater video and pressure data 
for days, trying to determine if the 
capped well is holding tight or in dan
ger o f mpturing and causing an even 
bigger disaster. If the storm prevents 
BP from monitoring the well, the cap 
may simply be reopened, allowing oil 
to spill into the water, A llen  said.

BP  and governm ent scien tists 
were meeting to discuss whether the 
cap could be monitored from shore.

A s the storm drew closer, boat 
captains hired by BP for skimming 
duty were sent home and told they 
wouldn’t be going back out for five 
or six days, said Tom  Ard, president 
of the Orange Beach Fishing Associa
tion in Alabama.

In Florida, crews removed booms 
intended to protect waterways in the

Panhandle from oil. High winds and 
storm surge could carry the booms 
into sensitive wetlands.

Also, Shell O il began evacuating 
employees out in the Gulf.

Even if the storm does not h it 
the area directly, it could affect the 
effort to contain the oil and clean it 
up. Hurricane A lex stayed 500 miles 
away last m onth, yet skimming in 
Alabama, Mississippi and Florida was 
curtailed for nearly a week.

T h e  relief tunnel extends about 
two miles under the seabed. It’s now 
about four feet from the side o f the 
well, although B P  still has more than 
100 feet to drill diagonally before the 
tunnel reaches the well. B P  plans 
to insert a final string o f casing, or 
drilling pipe, cem ent it into place, 
and give it up to a week to  set, before 
attem pting to punch through to the 
blown-out well and kill it.

B P ’s broken  w ell spewed som e
w here b e tw e e n  9 4  m ill io n  and 
184 m illion  gallons in to  th e  G u lf 
before th e  cap was attach ed . T h e  
crisis —  th e  biggest offshore oil 
spill in  U .S . h istory  —  unfolded 
a fte r  th e  B P -le a se d  D eep w ater 
H orizon  rig exp lod ed  A p ril 2 0 , 
k illin g  11 workers.

“South Park” critic faces 
terror charges in Va. court

By M AH H EW  BARAKAT
The A ssociated P ress

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) —  A  Vir
ginia man best known for posting an online 
attack against the creators of the animated 
series “South Park” will spend at least one 
more day in jail on unrelated charges that 
he twice tried to join a Somali terror group 
linked to al-Qaida.

Zachary Chesser, 20, of Oakton, Va., 
made an initial appearance Thursday in 
U.S. District Court on charges of providing 
material support to the al-Shabab terror 
group, which earlier this month claimed 
responsibility for a July 11 bombing in 
Uganda that killed more than 75 people 
watching the World Cup.

Chesser did not have an attorney 
and requested a court-appointed lawyer. 
Dressed casually and shorn of the long 
beard that was a feature in Internet videos 
in which he appears, he otherwise did 
not speak in a hearing that lasted barely 
two minutes. He is being held pending 
a detention hearing scheduled for Friday. 
Prosecutor Gordon Kromberg said Chesser 
faces a potential maximum of 15 years in 
prison.

FBI agents say Chesser twice tried

to travel to Somalia to join al-Shabab 
as a fighter. An FBI affidavit says he was 
stopped once by his mother-in-law. The 
second time occurred on July 10, when he 
took his infant son with him and tried to 
board a flight from New York to Uganda. 
An FBI affidavit states that Chesser took 
his son to the airport so he would appear 
less suspicious. He was denied entry to the 
flight and told he was. on the no-fly list.

He is also accused of using the Internet 
to spread propaganda on behalf of al- 
Shabab members.

Chesser gained notoriety earlier this 
year for warning online that the creators 
of the animated series “South Park” 
risked death by mocking the Prophet 
Muhammad.

A  court affidavit also states that Chess
er corresponded with the radical cleric An
war al-Awlaki last year, and received two 
responses. Al-Awlaki is a U.S. citizen living 
in Yemen who was recently designated 
a terrorist by the U.S. government. Al- 
Awlaki is believed to have corresponded 
with several alleged terrorists, including 
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, the U.S. Army 
psychiatrist accused of killing 13 people in 
November at Fort Hood, Tex.
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Tech hosts Hunt-W inston Solar Car Challenge
By TRISTIN WALKER

Staff W riter

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  i n c r e a s e  
a w a re n e ss  o f  a l te r n a t iv e  e n e r 
g ie s , t h e  E d w ard  E . W h i t a c r e  
C o lle g e  o f  E n g in e e r in g  h o s te d  
th e  2 0 1 0  H u n t-W in s to n  S c h o o l  
S o la r  C a r  C h a lle n g e  M o n d a y .

T h e  s o la r  c a r  c h a lle n g e  is a 
c ro s s -c o u n tr y  s o la r  c a r  r a c e  fo r  
h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n ts  —  fe a tu r 
in g  1 8  so la r  ca rs  an d  th e ir  te a m s 
—  w h ic h  s to p p e d  in  L u b b o c k  
M o n d a y  as th e  tea m s ra ce d  from  
D a lla s  to  B o u ld e r , C o lo .

T h e  e v e n t  to o k  p la c e  in  th e  
J o n e s  A T & T  S t a d iu m  p a r k 
in g  lo t ,  w h e re  th o s e  w h o  w ere  
in te r e s te d  h a d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  le a r n  m o re  a b o u t  s o la r  c a r  
r a c in g . T h e r e  w e re  a t o t a l  o f  
9 0  v e h ic le s  an d  2 1 6  in d iv id u a l 
p a r t ic ip a n ts , in c lu d in g  s tu d e n ts  
a n d  a d v ise rs .

A ls o  a t  th e  e v e n t ,  th e  T e x a s  
T e c h  S o la r  R a c in g  T e a m , th e  
F o rm u la  S o c ie ty  o f  A u to m o tiv e  
E n g in e e r s  an d  th e  T e x a s  T e c h  
U n iv e r s i ty  C h a lle n g e  X  te a m  
a t te n d e d  to  ra ise  a w a re n e ss  fo r  
th e ir  o r g a n iz a tio n s .

T h e  p r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  s o la r  
r a c in g  te a m , Jo r d a n  L i t t le jo h n ,

is a ju n io r  m e c h a n ic a l  e n g in e e r 
in g  m a jo r  f r o m  R o u n d  R o c k  
w h o  sa id  h is  p a s s io n  fo r  so la r  
c a r  ra c in g  s ta r te d  in  h ig h  s c h o o l 
w h e n  h e  w as g iv e n  th e  o p p o rtu 
n ity  to  v is i t  th e  H u n t -W in s to n  
S c h o o l  S o l a r  C a r  C h a l l e n g e  
e v en t'.

“C o m in g  to  a n  e v e n t  l ik e  
th is  w h e n  I w as y o u n g e r re a lly  
sp ik ed  m y in te r e s t  in  so la r  c a r s ,” 
L i t t le jo h n  sa id . “T h e  e v e n t  r e 
a lly  b ro a d e n e d  m y m in d  o f  a ll  
th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  T e c h  h a d  to  
o f fe r , in c lu d in g  th e  o r g a n iz a 
t io n  T m  in  c u r r e n t ly .”

L it t le jo h n  sa id  h e  h a s alw ays 
b e e n  in te r e s te d  in  c a rs  a n d  m e 
c h a n ic s  e v e r  s in c e , and  w h e n  h e  
h a d  th e  c h a n c e  to  b e  in v o lv e d  
in  a n  o r g a n iz a t io n  t h a t  p r o 
m o te d  e c o - f r ie n d ly  c a r s  s u c h  
as th e  s o la r  c a r  r a c in g  te a m , h e  
to o k  i t .

C h a d  A u s t in ,  a s e n io r  m e 
c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  m a jo r  
fro m  L u b b o c k , is a m e m b e r  o f  
th e  C h a lle n g e  X  te a m . H e  sa id  
h e  b e lie v e s  th e  e v e n t  w as a g re a t 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  in fo rm  p e o p le  o f  
a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  a t  T e c h  d e v o te d  
to  e c o -f r ie n d ly  c a rs .

T h e  C h a l l e n g e  X  t e a m ’s 
p u rp o se  is to  d e s ig n , b u ild  an d

d e m o n s tr a te  a d v a n c e d  a u to m o 
t iv e  t e c h n o lo g ie s  u s in g  c le a n  
an d  a l te r n a t iv e  fu e ls . T h e  te a m  
c o n v e r te d  a C h e v r o le t  E q u in o x  
in t o  a h y b r id  e l e c t r i c  v e h ic le  
k n o w n  as th e  E c o -C a r .

“W e  a r e  a t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
a u to m o tiv e  b a s e ,” A u s t in  sa id , 
“a n d  th e  E c o - C a r  w e c r e a te d  as 
th e  s ta r t  o f  w h a t w e c a n  d o to  
h e lp  im p ro v e  o u r w ays o f  t r a n s 
p o r t a t io n .”

T h e  E x x o n  M o b ile  B e rn a r d  
H a rr is  S u m m e r  S c ie n c e  C a m p  
w as a lso  a t  th e  e v e n t ,  w h e re  4 0  
in c o m in g  s ix t h ,  s e v e n t h ,  a n d  
e i g h t h  g r a d e r s  a t t e n d e d  a n d  
le a rn e d  m o re  a b o u t th e  C o lle g e  
o f  E n g in e e r in g  and  th e  p rogram s 
a n d  o r g a n iz a tio n s  th a t  h e lp  p ro 
m o te  s o la r  ca rs .

B e c c y  H a m b rig h t , p re s id e n t  
o f  th e  e v e n t , sa id  sh e  m ak es sure 
th e  ca m p ers  a t te n d  th e  e v e n t  to  
g iv e  th e m  t h e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
k n o w  m o re  a b o u t w h a t typ es o f  
o r g a n iz a tio n s  a re  o u t  th e r e  fo r 
th e m .

“S tu d e n ts  fro m  L u b b o c k  and  
th e  s u rro u n d in g  c o u n t ie s  w h o  
w o u ld  n o t  n o r m a lly  h a v e  t h e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  v is it  a c o lle g e  g e t 
th e  c h a n c e  to  see  w h a t it  w ou ld  
b e  lik e  if  th e y  pursue th e ir  ed u ca-

PHOTO BY PAUL HAILES/The Daily Toreador 
r a i d e r  r e d  a p p l i e s  water to the solar panel of a solar race car Monday at the 2 0 1 0  Hunt-Winston Solar 
Car Challenge. W ater helps keep the panel cool and free of unwanted particles such as dirt.

t io n  m o r e ,” H a m b rig h t  sa id .
T h e  c a m p e rs  g o t  to  ta lk  to  

a d v is e r s  f r o m  t h e  C o l le g e  o f  
E n g in e e r in g , v is it  w ith  m em b ers 
o f  th e  o r g a n iz a tio n s  th e y  f in d  
in te re s tin g  and  see  th e  so la r  cars 
th e  H u n t-W in s to n  b ro u g h t.

J o h n  S tr a u s s , in te r im  d e a n  
o f  th e  E dw ard  E . W h ita c r e  C o l 
le g e  o f  E n g in e e r in g , a t te n d e d  
th e  e v e n t  and  sa id  h e  w as v ery  
p le a s e d  w ith  h is  s tu d e n ts  and  
h o n o r e d  to  b e  a p a r t  o f  w h a t 
th e y  are  a ll a c c o m p lis h in g .

“I ’m  re a lly  p rou d  o f  a ll  ou r 
s tu d e n ts ,” S tr a u s s  sa id . “T h e y  
a re  d o in g  a g r e a t  jo b  a t  r e p 
r e s e n t in g  o u r s c h o o l ,  a n d  I ’m  
lo o k in g  forw ard  to  see  w h at th ey  
do n e x t .”

^ tristin.walker@ttu.edu

C o rre c tio n s
In the July 16 issue of The Daily 

Toreador, the article headlined ‘Renova
tions to Jones A T & T  Stadtium set for 
complerion in time for season opener” 
should have stated that, at this point, no

invitations have been sent for the Red 
Raider Club. The DT regrets the error.

If you feel there is an error in a story, 
please e-mail Editor Ralston Rollo at 
ralston.rollo@ttu.edu

Gunbattles paralyze Mexican city across from Texas

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

A C R O S S
1 Stage routines 
5 Full of spunk

10 Shenanigan 
pullers

14 Multilayer farm 
site?

15 Twaddle
16 ‘Tata!”
17 Ifs entered and 

processed
18 Needle bearers
19 Pachacuti, for 

one
20 Opportunity to 

examine some 
headwear?

23 Grub
24 Recycled T-shirt?
25 Carol beginning
28 Proactiv target
30 One of a cup’s

48: Abbr.
33 Call-in

broadcasting for 
chefs?

35 Pampas weapon
36 “Seinfeld” actress

Ju lia__-Dreyfus
37 Posed
38 Idol whose fans 

are known as 
Claymates

39 Gray area?:
Abbr.

40 Northerners who 
dress with 
Scottish flair?

42 Condiment for 
pommes frites

43 Livens (up)
44 Delicate
45 Mendicant title
46 God attended by 

Valkyries
47 Hats that are soft 

and angular?
55 Plant used for 

first aid
56 More than 70% 

of Earth’s surface
57 Stretched just 

short of the 
breaking point

58 Tidings
59 Sudden 

movement
60 Gumbo 

ingredient
61 “Gee willikers!”
62 Keep an__the

63
ground 
McJob performer

D O W N
1 Versatile, 

electronically

By Donna S. Levin
2 Historic 

Newcastle 
resource

3 Miss Gulch’s 
bête noire, 
somewhat 
literally

4 Garb for Apollo
5 Religious 

guardian
6 Astrological 

ovine
7  __________Fein
8 Blueprint item, 

briefly
9 “Just give me an 

answer already!”
10 Hockey 

infraction
11 After-dinner item
12 Step
13 Look down on 

the clouds, 
perhaps

21 Can’t take
22 Seven 

sheikdoms fed.
25 Rand’s shrugger
26 Shortbread 

cookie surname
27 Peer
28 Apple or ale 

lead-in
29 Pierre, e.g.
30 Perfunctory
31 Wintry woe

7/23/10
Tuesday ’s  Puzzle So lved

32 Flower name 
derived from the 
French for 
“thoughf

34 PDQ cousin
35 Halter, perhaps 
38 “Henry & June”

role
40 Lady Hillingdon is 

a cultivar of one
41 Enlarge, as a 

house
43 Ante- equivalent

45 Meat
46 Victor Vasarely's 

genre
47 Explosion
48 It’s found in tubs
49 Awes
50 Tetra- times two
51 Fruit with a 

“check the neck” 
ripeness test

52 Steal
53 Slovenia capital
54 Ollie’s sidekick

Q m buds O ffic e
A safe place for sfudenfs & sfaff 
to bring concerns.

Last day to drop a course and receive 
an automatic withdrawal is July 27.

SUB Suite 024 East B asem en t 806*742•SAFE

N U E V O  L A R E D O , M e x ic o  
( A P )  —  L a te -n ig h t  g u n b a tt le s  
w ith  gangs w ho fo rce d  c it iz e n s  
from  th e ir  ca rs  and  used th e  v e 
h ic le s  to  b lo c k  s tre e ts  p aralyzed  
a b o rd er c ity , so u n d  o f  g u n fire  
a larm ed  T e x a n s  o n  th e  U .S .  side 
o f  th e  R io  G ra n d e .

T h e  N u e v o  L a re d o  c ity  g o v 
e rn m e n t p o sted  m essages o n  F a- 
c e b o o k  w arn in g  c it iz e n s  to  stay  
in d oo rs as th e  b a t t le s  e ru p ted  a t 
se v e ra l in te r s e c t io n s  in  th e  c ity  
acro ss  fro m  L a red o , T e x a s .

F r ig h t e n e d  p e o p le  o n  t h e  
U .S .  sid e  o f  th e  b o rd e r  c a l le d  
e m e r g e n c y  d is p a t c h e r s  a f t e r  
h e a r in g  t h e  g u n f i r e ,  L a r e d o  
p o lic e  sp o k esm a n  Jo e  B aeza  said  
T h u rsd ay . B u t h e  sa id  th e r e  was 
n o  sp illo v e r  v io le n c e .

“W e w ere g e ttin g  rep orts from  
p e o p le  w h o  liv e  o n  th e  r iv e r ’s 
edge th a t  th ey  co u ld  h e a r gunfire 
an d  e x p lo s io n s  from  th e  M e x ic o  
s id e ,” B aeza  said .

“W e  d id n ’t h a v e  a n y  i n c i 

d e n ts  o n  th e  A m e r ic a n  sid e . I t ’s 
h a rd  fo r  p e o p le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
w h o  d o n ’t l iv e  h e r e ,” h e  a d d 
e d . “T h e y ’re  _________________
n o t  V ik in g s , 
t h e y ’ r e  n o t  
g o in g  to  i n 
v a d e  u s , i t  
d o e s n ’t w ork  
th a t  w ay.”

N u e v o  
L a r e d o  c i t y  
o f f ic ia ls  sa id  
t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  i m m e 
d ia t e ly  c o n 
f ir m  w itn e s s  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  
s e v e r a l  g u n 
m e n  w e r e  
k ille d .

G a n g s  
u s e d  s t o l e n
ca rs  an d  bu ses to  b lo c k  se v e ra l 
m a in  a v en u es in  th e  c ity  acro ss 
from  L ared o , T e x a s . S e v e ra l  re s i
d e n ts  c a lle d  lo c a l  new sp ap ers to

re p o rt th e fts .
, “F o r  y o u r s e c u r ity , s ta y  in  

you r h o m e s u n til  th e  a le r t  h as
---------------------------  p a s s e d ,” t h e

c i t y  g o v e r n 
m e n t  w r o t e  
o n  F a c e b o o k .

W h e n  
t h e  v io le n c e  
su b s id ed , th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  
u r g e d  c i t i 
zen s to  c o m e  
fo r w a r d  a n d  
r e c la im  th e ir  
s t o l e n  v e h i 
c le s .

N u e v o  
L a r e d o  i s  
a m o n g  s e v 
e ra l n o r th e r n  
c i t i e s  u n d e r  
s ie g e  f r o m  a 

tu rf  b a t t le  b e tw e e n  th e  G u lf  c a r 
te l  and  its  fo rm e r e n fo rc e rs , th e  
Z etas gang  o f  h i t  m e n . V io le n c e  
h a s  su rg e d  a lo n g  t h e  n o r t h -

We didnt have any 
incidents on the 

American side. It's 
hard fo r people to 
understand who 
don't live here.

JOE BAEZA
Spokesman

Laredo Police Department

e a s te rn  b o rd er w ith  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  s in c e  th e  tw o gangs sp lit  
e a r lie r  th is  year.

G a n g s  h a v e  f r e q u e n t l y  
b lo c k e d  s t r e e ts  in  th e  m id d le  
o f  th e  c i t ie s  to  th w a rt so ld iers  
c o m in g  to  th e  aid  o f  c o lle a g u e s  
u n d er fire .

In  th e  n o r th e r n  s ta te  o f  C h i 
h u a h u a , a b a n n e r  a p p e a re d  o n  
a b r id g e  t h r e a te n in g  v io le n c e  
a g a i n s t  “ i n n o c e n t s ” u n l e s s  
th e  s ta te  g o v e r n m e n t  f ir e s  its  
c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
F e r n a n d o  O r n e la s ,  th e  D ia r io  
d e  Ju a r e z  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r te d  
T h u rsd a y .

T h e  b a n n e r  a p p e a r e d  in  
t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  a ls o  c a l l e d  
C h ih u a h u a .

L a s t  w e e k , d ru g  g an g s i n t r o 
d u ce d  a n e w  th r e a t  to  M e x ic o ’s 
d ru g w ar, d e to n a t in g  t h e ir  f ir s t  
su cce ss fu l c a r  b o m b . T h e  a t ta c k  
k i l le d  a f e d e r a l  p o l ic e  o f f ic e r  
a n d  tw o  o th e r s  in  C iu d a d  Ju a r 
ez, C h ih u a h u a ’s la rg e s t  c ity .

Dallas woman accused of murdering her children 
admits to poison attempt, cites autism as reasoning

D A L L A S  ( A P )  —  A  s u b 
u r b a n  D a l la s  w o m a n  a c c u s e d  
o f  k i l l in g  h e r  tw o  y o u n g  c h i l 
d re n  to ld  a 9 1 1  o p e r a to r  th a t  
sh e  f ir s t  t r ie d  to  p o is o n  th e m  
b e c a u se  th e y  w ere a u t is t ic  and  
sh e  w a n te d  “n o rm a l k id s ,” th e n  
c h o k e d  th e m  w ith  a w ire  u n t il  
th e y  stop p ed  m o v in g , a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  re c o rd e d  c a l l .

Irv in g  p o lic e  o n  W e d n e sd a y  
re le a s e d  re c o rd in g s  o f  th e  9 1 1  
c a l l  a f t e r  S a i q a  A k h t e r  w as 
c h a r g e d  w ith  c a p i t a l  m u rd e r  
in  th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  5 -y e a r -o ld  
s o n , Z a in  A k h te r .  P o l ic e  sa id  
th e  c h ild r e n  w ere  a t ta c k e d  a t  
th e  fa m ily ’s a p a r tm e n t  M o n d a y

n ig h t .

A n o t h e r  c a p i t a l  m u r d e r  
c h a rg e  is p e n d in g  in  th e  s la y 
in g  o f  h e r  2 -y e a r -o ld  d a u g h te r, 
F a ry a a l A k h te r , w h o  d ied  T u e s 
d a y  n i g h t ,  p o l i c e  s p o k e s m a n  
D a v id  T u ll sa id .

I n  t h e  r e c o r d in g  r e le a s e d  
W e d n e sd a y , th e  w o m a n  id e n t i 
fie d  h e r s e lf  as S a iq a  A k h te r  and  
re p e a te d ly  to ld  th e  o p e ra to r  sh e  
k ille d  h e r  tw o  c h ild r e n . A t  o n e  
p o in t , th e  w o m a n  h u n g  up an d  
th e  d is p a tc h e r  c a lle d  h e r  b a c k .

“I k ille d  b o th  o f  th e m . 1 to ld  
y o u ,” s h e  t o ld  t h e  o p e r a t o r .  
L a te r , sh e  e x p la in e d  th a t  b o th  
c h i l d r e n  w e re  ly in g  m o t i o n 

less o n  th e  b e d  in  th e  m a s te r  
b e d ro o m .

“T h e y  a re  n o t  d o in g  a n y 
th in g . T h e y  a re  ju s t  b lu e  an d  
th e y  are  n o t  ta k in g  a n y  b r e a th s  
an d  .. .  th e ir  h e a r t  is n o t  b e a t 
in g ,” sh e  sa id .

S h e  to ld  t h e  o p e r a t o r  s h e  
in it ia lly  tried  to  p o is o n  th e  c h i l 
d re n  w ith  b a th ro o m  c le a n e r  b u t 
th e y  refu sed  to  d r in k  i t .  W h e n  
th a t  d id n ’t  w o rk , “I u sed  a w ire 
o n  th e ir  n e c k s ,” sh e  sa id .

W h e n  t h e  o p e r a t o r  a s k e d  
t h e  w o m a n  w h y  s h e  a t ta c k e d  
h e r  c h ild r e n , sh e  sa id , “T h e y ’re 
b o th  n o t  n o r m a l, n o t  n o rm a l. 
T h e y ’re a u t is t ic .  B o t h  a re  au -

806.7tS.7772
NOW LEASING FOR 

IMMEDIATE
AUGDST MOVE IN

Office Hours; 
Mon-Fri 8:30-6, Sat 10-3 

602 B North Belmont Ave 
Lubbock, TX 79416

W W W . ly nn woodtown homes.com

t i s t i c .” P ressed  fu rth e r , sh e  sa id , 
“ 1 d o n ’t w a n t  m y c h i ld r e n  to  
b e  l ik e  t h a t .  . . .  I w a n t n o rm a l 
k id s .”

L a te r , th e  d is p a tc h e r  a sk ed  
th e  w o m a n  w h a t sh e  w as fe e lin g . 
“N o th in g ,” sh e  re sp o n d e d .

A t  o n e  p o in t ,  w a te r  c o u ld  
b e  h e a rd  ru n n in g  in  th e  b a c k 
g ro u n d  an d  th e  d is p a tc h e r  asked  
w h a t th e  w o m a n  w h a t sh e  w as 
d o in g . S h e  to ld  th e  o p e ra to r  sh e 
w as try in g  to  w ash  th e  sm e ll o f  
c le a n e r  o f f  o f  h e r  h a n d s . T h e  
d is p a tc h e r  t h e n  to ld  th e  w o m a n  
to  go s it  o n  a c o u c h  in  th e  liv in g  
ro o m  an d  w a it  fo r  p o lic e .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  re c o rd in g , 
p o lic e  c a n  b e  h e a rd  a rr iv in g  a t  
th e  h o m e .

A k h te r  h a s req u e ste d  a c o u rt-  
a p p o in t e d  a t t o r n e y  b u t  o n e  
h a s n ’t b e e n  a ss ig n ed  to  h e r  ca se  
y e t, a n  Irv in g  ja i l  o f f ic ia l  sa id . 
I f  c o n v ic te d  o f  c a p ita l  m u rd er, 
A k h t e r  c o u ld  f a c e  t h e  d e a th  
p e n a l t y ,  t h o u g h  p r o s e c u t o r s  
h a v e  n o t  sa id  i f  th e y  w ill se e k  
th a t  p u n ish m e n t. O th e rw ise , sh e 
co u ld  fa c e  life  in  p r is o n  w ith o u t 
p a ro le .

S a i q a  A k h t e r ’s u n c l e ,  
W a s im u l H a q u e , to ld  T h e  D a l
las M o r n in g  N ew s h is  n ie c e  h a d  
b e e n  d e p r e s s e d  s in c e  m o v in g  
in to  a n e w  a p a r tm e n t  in  Irv in g . 
H a q u e  sa id  Z a in  h a d  a u tism  an d  
a se v e re  s p e e c h  im p e d im e n t b u t 
h a d  b e e n  im p ro v in g  a n d  w as in  
s p e e c h  th e ra p y .

T h e  c h ild r e n ’s fa th e r , R a s h id  
A k h te r , em ig ra te d  fro m  P a k is ta n  
in  th e  la te  1 9 9 0 s , th e  n e w sp a p er 
re p o rte d . H e  m arried  S a iq a , w h o  
a ls o  is fro m  P a k is ta n ,  s e v e r a l  
y ears  la te r , i t  sa id .

Z a in  w as b u rie d  W e d n e sd a y  
in  R ic h a r d s o n ,  a n o t h e r  D a l 
la s  su b u rb . F a r y a a l ’s fu n e r a l  is 
sc h e d u le d  fo r  T h u rsd a y .

http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
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European growth rallies 
US Stock Market sales

N E W  Y O R K  ( A P )  —  S to c k s  
h a d  t h e i r  b ig g e s t  r a lly  in  tw o  
w e e k s  T h u r s d a y  as e a r n i n g s  
a n d  e c o n o m ic  re p o r ts  re a ssu red  
in v e s to r s  t h a t  th e  e c o n o m y  is 
c o n t in u in g  its  re c o v e ry .

T h e  D o w  J o n e s  in d u s t r ia l  
a v e r a g e  ro s e  2 0 1  p o in ts  a f te r  
s tr o n g  e a r n in g s  fro m  C a t e r p i l 
la r  I n c . ,  U P S  I n c .  a n d  o t h e r  
c o m p a n ie s  r e v iv e d  i n v e s t o r s ’ 
o p tim is m  a b o u t th e  re c o v e ry . A  
b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p e c te d  re p o r t  o n  
h o u s in g  a n d  e n c o u r a g in g  s ig n s 
o f  g ro w th  in  E u ro p e  ad d ed  to  
th e  u p b e a t  m o o d .

I n v e s t o r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
m o stly  s e l l in g  o n  d is a p p o in tin g  
e c o n o m ic  a n d  e a rn in g s  n u m b ers  
h a d , a t  le a s t  fo r  th e  m o m e n t , 
re a s o n s  to  b e  b u y in g . C a t e r p i l 
la r  sa id  its  o rd e rs  a re  g ro w in g  
a n d  p r o d u c t io n  w i l l  p i c k  up 
in  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  y ear. 
U P S  ra ise d  its  o u t lo o k  b e c a u s e  
o f  s p e n d in g  by  b u s in e s s e s . C a t 
e r p il la r ’s s to c k  ro se  2 .1  p e r c e n t ,  
w h ile  U P S  g a in e d  5 .9  p e r c e n t .

C h r i s  H o b a r t ,  f o u n d e r  o f  
H o b a r t  F i n a n c i a l  G r o u p  in  
C h a r l o t t e ,  N .C .  sa id  t h e  o u t 
lo o k s  a re  e s p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t  
b e c a u s e  i f  c o m p a n ie s  e x p e c t  to  
grow , t h a t  m ig h t  g e t  th e m  to  
ram p  up h ir in g .

I f  im p ro v e d  o u t lo o k s  le a d  to  
jo b s  g ro w th , “ t h e n  th is  c a n  b e  
b e t t e r  t h a n  a g o o d  q u a r te r  o r 
g oo d  s e c o n d  h a lf ,  ( i t  c a n  m e a n )  
w e ’v e  g o t  a g o o d  e c o n o m y ,” 
H o b a r t  sa id .

A  re p o rt  o n  th e  h o u s in g  m a r
k e t ,  w h ile  s t i l l  s h o w in g  a s lo w 
d o w n , w as r e a s s u r in g  b e c a u s e  
i t  w a s n ’t as b a d  as in v e s to r s  
e x p e c te d . T h e  N a t io n a l  A s s o 
c ia t io n  o f  R e a lto r s  sa id  sa le s  o f  
p re v io u s ly  o c c u p ie d  h o m e s  fe l l  
to  a n  a n n u a l  r a te  o f  5 .3 7  m il 
l io n  in  Ju n e  fro m  5 .6 6  m il l io n  
a m o n t h  e a r l i e r .  E c o n o m is t s  
fo r e c a s t  th e  sa le s  r a te  to  fa l l  to  
5 .1 8  m il l io n .

T r a d e rs  la r g e ly  w r o te  o f f  a 
ju m p  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
s e e k in g  u n e m p lo y m e n t b e n e f its  
fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e . T h e  in c r e a s e  
w as l ik e ly  sk ew ed  by s e a s o n a l  
f a c to r s .  I n s te a d , in v e s to r s  f o 
cu se d  o n  e a r n in g s  fro m  a b ro a d  
ra n g e  o f  c o m p a n ie s  th a t  sh ow ed  
b u s in e s s e s  a r e n ’t s e e in g  a s lo w 
d o w n  in  t h e  r e c o v e r y .  N e w s  
o f  c o r p o r a te  d e a ls  a ls o  l i f t e d  
sh a re s .

M e a n w h ile ,  E u r o p e a n  m a r
k e ts  ro se  a f te r  a r e p o r t  sh o w ed  
u n e x p e c t e d  g r o w t h  in  t h e  
1 6 - n a t io n  g ro u p  t h a t  u ses th e

e u ro . In  r e c e n t  m o n th s , in v e s 
to rs  w orld w id e h a v e  b e e n  c o n 
c e r n e d  th a t  r is in g  g o v e r n m e n t  
d e b t  in  E u ro p e  w ou ld  s ta l l  a 
g lo b a l  r e c o v e r y . A  ju m p  in  
E u r o p e ’s p u rc h a s in g  m a n a g e rs  
in d e x  re p o rte d  T h u rs d a y  w as a 
w e lc o m e  r e l i e f  a f te r  fo r e c ’a sts 
o f  a p o s s ib le  r e c e s s io n  o n  th e  
c o n t in e n t .

T h e  e c o n o m ic  re p o r ts  o u t  
o f  E u ro p e  w ere  “a  b ig  su rp rise  
b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  e x p e c ts  th a t  
to  b e  th e  A c h i l l e s  h e e l  o f  th e  
g l o b a l  e c o n o m y ,” s a id  A n 
th o n y  C h a n ,  c h ie f  e c o n o m is t  
a t  J . R  M o r g a n  P r iv a te  W e a l th  
M a n a g e m e n t  in  N e w  Y o rk .

I t  w a s  p r o b l e m s  in  E u 
ro p e  t h a t  s e t  o f f  th e  b ig  d rop  
in  s t o c k s  in  l a t e  A p r i l .  A s  
G r e e c e  s t r u g g l e d  t o  m a k e  
d e b t  p a y m e n t s  a n d  r a t i n g s  
a g e n c i e s  d o w n g r a d e d  t h e

g o v e r n m e n t  d e b t  o f  s e v e r a l  
c o m p a n i e s ,  s t o c k s  p lu n g e d  
in  t h e  U .S .  o n  fe a rs  t h a t  th e  
d o m e s t i c  r e c o v e r y  w a s  in  
je o p a r d y . S t o c k s  t h e n  f e l l  fu r 
th e r  as U .S .  e c o n o m ic  re p o r ts  
sh o w e d  t h a t  th e  r e c o v e r y  w as 
a t  b e s t  bu m p y. S o m e  in v e s to rs  
fe a r e d  a  “d o u b le  d ip ,” o r  th e  
e c o n o m y  f a l l i n g  b a c k  i n t o  
r e c e s s io n .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e l i m i 
n a r y  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  D o w  
ro s e  2 0 1 .7 7 ,  o r  2 p e r c e n t ,  to  
1 0 , 3 2 2 . 3 0 .  T h e  S t a n d a r d  &  
P o o r ’s 5 0 0  in d e x  ro se  2 4 - 0 8 ,  
o r  2 .3  p e r c e n t ,  to  1 ,0 9 3 .6 7 ,  
w h ile  t h e  N a s d a q  c o m p o s ite  
in d e x  ro se  5 8 .5 6 ,  o r  2 .7  p e r 
c e n t ,  to  2 ,2 4 5 .8 9 .

O n ly  3 9 7  s to c k s  f e l l  o n  th e  
N e w  Y o r k  S t o c k  E x c h a n g e ,  
w h i l e  2 , 6 7 5  r o s e .  V o lu m e  
c a m e  to  1 .2  b i l l io n  s h a re s .

“Dragon Quest I X ” offers massive 
R PG  adventure in a small package

In Japan, the “Dragon (Quest” series 
is massive —  about as massive as some
thing like “Call of Duty” is for us, if not 
moreso. In fact, the games in the main 
“Dragon (Quest” line have to be released 
on Sundays because the country slows 
down after the product launches. Both 
children and adults have been known 
to skip school or work just to play the 
newest fantasy adventure.

The series has never achieved nearly 
that level of popularity here in North 
America, but that’s not for a lack of qual
ity. The games are good, and this latest 
entry is no exception.

“Dragon (Quest” is a fantasy RPG, 
much like “Final Fantasy,” but much 
more lighthearted. Players will explore a 
vast overworld map filled with enemies 
to battle and dungeons to explore. Battles 
take place in a turn-based fashion, with 
the player selecting actions for his or her 
party of one to four adventurers.

None of this is even remotely in
novative, but “Dragon Quest IX ” is 
somewhat unique for the series in a few 
ways. One is that it’s part of the main

Brinon
Peele
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series of games (in other words, it’s not a 
side story or dumbed down port), and it 
was developed exclusively for the portable 
Nintendo DS, rather than a more powerful 
system like the PlayStation 3. This makes 
some sense, considering the DS is the 
best-selling game system of all time, and 
every Japanese citizen seems to own at 
least three of them.

The other main break ftom tradition 
is that this game is highly focused on mul
tiplayer. Rather than being a story about a 
set cast of characters, “Dragon (Quest IX” 
tasks you with creating every character 
in your party -  primarily your hero. This 
opens up the possibility of playing with fel
low owners of the game, while each of you 
plays as the character of your own making. 
This doesn’t exactly make it “World of 
Warcraft,” but it’s neat to be able to affect 
your hero’s look, and playing with friends 
can be fun.

O n the downside, however, this 
dampens the story quite a bit. Since the 
game puts so many choices in your hand, 
the story can’t do a ton to make you feel 
for the protagonist— you have to do most 
of that yourself

This combined with the constant 
grinding for gold and experience points 
makes “Dragon (Quest IX” feel very old 
school, but in a lot of ways that’s perfectly

fine. Rather than feeling like the develop
ers were taking steps backward, I felt they 
were looking back at what makes games 
enjoyable in the first place. While it may be 
lacking in plot or graphics, the game pacb 
a lot of fun, especially for a portable title.

Since you can take the experience with 
you wherever you go, it’s a good thing that 
the experience is pretty massive. Nintendo 
sent us a review copy of the game almost 
a week before its retail release, but that 
wasn’t enough time to see everything there 
is to see in the game. You can easily play 
for several hours while barely scratching 
the surface of the main adventure, and 
there are plenty of side-quests and other 
things to do. If you set out to do every
thing, you could easily be playing for over 
1(X) hours.

Unfortunately, you’ll be playing all 
those hours on one save file, with one char
acter. The lack of additional files means 
you can never go back to earlier parts of 
the game without starting all over (and 
erasing all your progress), and it means 
you can’t share your copy of the game with 
family or friends.

“Dragon (Quest IX” is a great, though 
not perfect game. It makes some sacrifices, 
but it provides one heck of a portable 
adventure. It probably deserves a spot on 
any hardcore gamer’s shelf, but if you’re 
more into fast-paced action than the classic 
strategy and equipment management of 
old-school RPGs, then you should prob
ably stay away.
■  Peele is The D Fs former opin
ions editor. He will return to  the 
position in August. E-mail him at 
britton.peele@ttu.edu
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TUTORS
GUITAR LESSONS

All styles/levels by internationally acclaimed gui
tarist. Study with the Best! 806-747-6108. 
WWW.SUSANGRISANTI.COM.

HELP WANTED
24SEVEN SECURITY is seeking an Appointment 
Setter. Hourly pay plus commission! Hours are 
from 4p.m.-7pm Monday-Thursday. For interview 
call 806-722-2600 or 806-241-4086.

BEST COLLEGE JOB EVER!
Apply online www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4 loca
tions: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola and 
82nd & University.

CASH PAY: 5 workers needed. Day/night catering 
and decorating July 22-23. Call Norma at (806)787- 
8608.

CLEAN UP helpers needed for rentals. 
Lawns, cleaning, painting, errands, 
fence repairs, misc. Truck useful.
Now through Fall. Flexible schedule. 
Must be dependable. No experience 
necessary. Apply at 4211-34th, after
noons 1-5.

CURRENT FINANCIAL Accountants. Job comes 
with great benefits. Applicants should kindly e-mail 
resumes or inquiries to Michelle Cloer, 
MichelleincOI @yahoo.com

FEDEX GRCUND hiring part time pack
age handlers. Starting pay $9.50-
/hour. $1500/year tuition assistance 
available. 3:45-8a.m. Tuesday - Sat
urday. Apply at 8214 Ash Ave (SE cor
ner of Central Freight).

GET A FREAKING JOB
Supertan is hiring. Apply online www.getasupertan.- 
com or 4 locations: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd 
& lola and 82nd & University.

LAWN MAINTENANCE worker needed. 25-35 
hours/week, flexible Fall schedule. Pickup truck is 
a plus. 543-9966.

HilP WANTED UNFURNISHED UNFURNISHED FOR SAIE
MASSAGE ENVY is looking for an enthusiastic 
Sales Associate. Must be available Tuesday/Thurs- 
day 7:30am to 3:00pm for the fall semester. 
Employment may begin immediately. $7.25 + com
mission. Apply in person at 4414-82nd St., or call 
Ashley or Craig at 687-3689.

NEED PART time accounting intern for the fall 
semester. Flexible hours. Monday mornings are re
quired. Please call 745-2727.

NOW HIRING COOKS AT BIRDIES GRILL
Located at Shadow Hills Golf Course. Please ap

ply in person at 6002 3rd St.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online 
www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4 locations 82nd & 
Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola and 82nd & Univer
sity.

FURNISHED
SMALL 1 person efficiency. Available August. All 
bills paid. Near J&B Coffee. $345/month. 797-5535.

UNFURNISHED
$460, 1 bedroom at Treehouse Apartments. Quiet, 
gated courtyard in residential area of 16th and U. 
Water and trash included. 6 blocks from Tech. 
2101 16th St. 806-416-0450.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
Near Tech for rent. 2813 36th St. Rear. $350/ 
month + deposit. Water included. No Pets. 806- 
795-4710.

2/2 HUGE, remodeled house. $800. 2020-17th. 
Available August 1st. No dogs. Gallo Realtor 512- 
695-2002. sherigallo@austin.rr.com.

2/2 IN TECH TERRACE
Remodeled 2/2 plus office. Appliances, hard
woods, ceramic tile, w/d connections. 3003-31st. 
Pick your bedroom colors. $1150/month. Call 
Tommy 781-4934.

205-A North Troy. Townhouse. 2/1. Vaulted ceil
ing. Fireplace. Skylight. Amenities include whisper- 
wood, swimming pool, and tennis courts. Perfect 
for single or couple. $600.795-9724.

2112-29TH. 2bed/1 bath. $665, deposit $400. 
Available 8/1. Pets ok. 806-548-3377.

3/2 WITH separate garage. Central H/A. Wash- 
er/dryer hookups. $900. 5004 43rd. Available July 
30.806-787-6564.

3/2/2- 4602 64tii S t 1700 sT ft
Nicely updated house. Available Au
gust 1st. Call 432-212-6054 or 806-
797-7047.

3307 35TH St. 2/1+office or 3/1. Large backyard, 
new fence. Wood floors. Pets welcome. 
$695/month. $300/deposit. 806-548-3377.

AVAILABLE 8/1. 3/2/2 nice brick homes. Great Lo- 
cations: 6212 15th, 6415 33rd, 8111 Temple. 
$1025/month + security deposit. Pets allowed with 
fee. Call or text 214-543-8545.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Lease today. Qne bedroom house. 3 blocks off 

campus, Tech Terrace area. Separate bedroom, liv
ing, kitchen, bath. Refrigerator, oven, dishwasher, 
w/d option. Plus separate 20x10 storage building. 
Private yard. Private parking. Near 23rd & Akron. 
$499. Call for appointment 795-2011.

DQWNTQWN LQFT Apartment. 1750 sq. ft. Two 
bedroom, two bath. $950/month. 512-757-7577.

EFFICIENCY APARTMENT near Tech. $285, wa- 
terpaid. 2204-29th rear. 535-1905.

EXTRA NICE 2/1/1 NEAR TECH
Appliances, hardwoods, alarm, w/d connections, 

new paint. Yard maintained. 3413-29th. 
$800/month. Call Tommy 781-4934.

FOR RENT
4/2/2 two-story house. 10 minutes to Texas Tech. 
Central H/A. Hardwood floors. 2432 22nd St. Call 
817-657-7888 to view.

MOVING TO LUBBOCK?
We have some wonderful 1 , 2 , 3  bedroom homes 

in quiet residential areas. Short leases to Decem
ber available for one bedrooms. Roscoe-Wilson 
school. Reasonable prices. Nice appliances. 
Lovely yards. Come by our office 1-5, Monday-Sat- 
urday at 4211-34th. 795-2011.

NEAR TECH. 2/1. Hardwood floors. Washer/dryer 
hookups. Central H/A. $650, water paid. 2205- 
26th. 806-535-1905.806-787-6564.

NEW CQNSTRUCTIQN. Duplex for rent. 2217- 
15th. 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car garage. Patio and 
small yard. Great property close to Tech. 
$1500/month. Available August 15th. 806-441- 
4868.

NICE DUPLEX
3/2/2. Washer/dryer, appliances included. 
$900/month-rdeposit. 509 N Clinton Ave B. Call 
806.535.6950.

STUDENT FRIENDLY, clean 1 bed/ 1 bath. Close 
to Tech. 1812-14th. $300/month, $150 deposit. 
Contact 806-441-0778.

FOR S U t
BEAUTIFUL TWQ STQRY with lots of character!
3 large bedroom, 2 bath and detached two car 
garage. Hardwood flooring. Formal living with fire
place - could be fourth bedroom. Cozy family room 
with wood-burning fireplace and beautiful paneling. 
Large kitchen with table area. Formal dining. Sun- 
room. Two HVAC units. Alarm system. Nice land
scaping and sprinkler system. $125,000 2101 28th 
St. Call Nan at 806-239-7256.

DQNT THRQW away money on rent, invest it! 
Great homes, great prices! Call Rachel at Keller 
Williams Realty 806-438-4226.

GARDEN HOME FOR SALE
Spacious 2/2/2 garden home located in Whisper- 
wood at 5106-lst Place. Minutes away from Tech. 
$139,500. Contact The Real Estate Company at 
806.687.7700 for a showing.

GREAT LOCATION HOME
3/2/2, 3503-92nd St. 2,313 sq.ft. Call Kimbra.Vin- 
able, Keller Williams Realty 806-632-6719.

MAGNIFICENT 4/3/2 HOME
6311 CR 7475. 3078 sq.ft. Call Kimbra Vinable, 
Keller Williams Realty 806-632-6719.

MANY $40 full mattresses only, many $10 chairs, 
$15 mirrors. Everything as is. Cash only. Load out 
only. Depot District, 1936 Crickets Ave. July 23-24, 
11-5.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE
Huge discounts. 5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 
785-7253.

NEWLY REMODELED HOUSE, 
3/1/1 PLUS BASEMENT

2205-22nd St. New appliances with washer/dryer. 
Call Kimbra Vinable, Keller Williams Realty 806- 
632-6719.

TQNS QF character and beautifully updated! 3 bed- 
room, 2.5 bath with detached two car garage. Two 
story. Hardwood flooring. Updated master bath. 
Large third bedroom/bath. Would make a great sec
ond living/office. Fabulous updated kitchen with 
quartz and tile back splash. Lots of great built-ins. 
New gas line. Beautifully landscaped, nice patio 
and privacy fence! 2007 16th St. $129,900. Call 
Nan at 806-239-7256.

MISCELLANEOUS
DEER LEASE available. Need to fill spots. $2k/- 
gun. 45 minutes from Lubbock. Call for details 806- 
241-8760, 972-838-5520.

LUBBQCKHQSPITALITY.CQM Lubbock’s guide to 
hotels, restaurants, night clubs, attractions, enter
tainment and recreation.

ROOMMATES
3/2/2 HQUSE. Qne male roommate needed. All util
ities paid. $400/monthly. Qne year commitment re
quired. 3.7 miles from Tech. No smoking or drugs. 
Possible trade for tutoring. 832-640-2047.

FEMALE NQN-SMQKER. Newer 3/2/2, safe neigh
borhood. Living areas furnished. $435 bills paid. 
Contact Jennifer 512-913-9670.

FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED
3/2/2 with fenced in backyard. Pet friendly. Com

mon areas furnished. $375-$450 a month. Call Re
becca at 210-487-0420.

FEMALE RQQMMATE needed - Nice house. Ca
ble, wireless Internet, washer/dryer. $350, all bills 
paid. Call 806-729-3994.

FEMALE RQQMMATE. $350 plus 1/3 utilities. 3/2 
house, 7th & Milwaulkee: washer/dryer, walk-in 
closets, internet, cable. 281-615-8242.

MALE RQQMMATE needed for 2/1 house. 3 
blocks off campus. $325+bills. Available August 
23. Call Marcus 806-543-9867.

RQQMMATE WANTED. 3/2/2. Year lease re- 
quired. $300/deposit, $500/monthly. Bills included. 
Contact Katie 806-640-2303.

SERVICES
AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable 
prices. Local or long distance. Boxes, paper, etc. 
Free estimate on the phone. Call 799-4033.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free chicken fried steak included. Qnly $26.95. 
Cell 781-2931. More Information www.Lubbock- 
Class.com.

LEARN TO FLY
HUB CITY AVIATIQN offers personalized flight 
training at all levels, including beginners. Aircraft! 
rentals also available. Visit wviw.hubcityaviation.-j 
com or call 806-687-1070.
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Marijuana legalization could have financial, security benefits
By CHRIS LEAL

“Two of my favorite things are sit
ting on my front porch smoking a pipe 
of sweet hemp, and playing my Höh
net harmonica.” - Abraham Lincoln 
(excerpt from a letter from President 
Lincoln during his administration to 
the president of the German Hohner 
Harmonica C o.).

T h e current financial crisis that 
began in 2008 has incited change in 
many aspects of T h e U nited States 
—  from new regulations to new cul
tural lifestyles and, arguably, a new 
president.

Though one of the more curious 
circumstances its tentacles of change 
have latched onto has been the debate 
on the legalization of marijuana.

Though there has been a general 
global trend towards decriminalization 
of the leaf prior to the economic ca
lamity, the financial crisis has escalated 
talks of full-on legalization in states 
that have been disproportionately hit 
with budgetary crises.

C alifornia, long a leader in the 
marijuana culture and trend-setter of 
the United States, is one such state 
ba ttlin g  w ith m u lti-b illio ri dollar 
deficits due to drastic decreases in tax

revenue as a result of high unemploy
m ent (along w ith other structural 
deficit problems).

This November Californians will 
have the chance to vote on a variety of 
possible legalization/decriminalization 
options for their state. T h e bill with 
the most momentum behind it is the 
Regulate, Control, and Tax act of 2010 
—  or Proposition 19 for short.

Prop. 19 would fully legalize the 
growth and consumption of marijuana 
for people ages 21 and older, but would 
leave the authority to regulate, ban, 
and tax the leaf up to individual cities 
or counties. This seems like the most 
logical option.

One study suggests that the current 
price of marijuana in California would 
decrease by 80%  after its legalization. 
Estimates say the state would save $1.9 
billion in costs related to detaining 
and imprisonment for possession of 
the substance, and would generate an 
additional $1 .4  billioni through tax 
revenues. T h at figure may fluctuate 
if taxation  is left up to individual 
counties.

If similar legislation were adopted 
in other states without steep budget 
deficits, the tax revenues could he used 
for purposes such as education—  simi
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lar to how Texas currently uses its “sin 
tax” revenue from alcohol and tobacco 
to fund a lot of public education due to 
its lack of a state
income tax. -------------------------

Som e see it 
as pitiful to con
sider legalizing 
marijuana due to 
fiscal austerity, 
but it certainly 
is a pragm atic 
so lu tio n  for a 
state that is al
ready laying off 
th o u s a n d s  o f 
public employ
ees in c lu d in g  
teachers, dras
tic a lly  cu ttin g  
sch oo l budgets 
and shortening 
th e  num ber of 
req u ired  days 
for sch o o l a t 
ten d an ce . N ot 
to m ention the 
absolute hypoc
risy of its criminality compared to the 
legality of alcohol and tobacco.

Though much more harmful to the 
body, alcohol and tobacco continue

to be legal in the United States, and 
have been since the country’s founding 
with the exception of alcohol during 

Prohibition.
----------------------------  T he alcohol

and tobacco in
d u stries hav e 
alw ays had  a 
p la c e  in  our 
cou ntry , w ith  
even a number 
o f our found 
ing fathers and 
early presidents 
g ro w in g  th e  
crop or bootleg
ging the drink. 
A lth ou gh  less 
know n, m ari
juana was also 
w idely grown 
by early farm 
ers and ev e n  
by p resid en ts 
such as George 
W a s h i n g t o n  
(and yes, this is 
true; not some 

conspiracy weed hoax).
Though its use was primarily com

mercial and industrial, its recreational 
uses have long been known and were
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surely occasionally used as such. It’s 
strange that these three agricultural 
staples have been present since the 
nation’s inception, yet only marijuana 
has been criminalized. Perhaps this is 
due to the rise of cotto;i and other tex
tile alternatives replacing the practical 
uses of hemp.

Though it would certainly have 
economic benefits and would be less 
hypocritical than  current U S  drug 
policy, an even more important rea
son for the leaf’s legalization is one 
less discussed —  national security. 
Demand for marijuana creates a highly 
profitable business for the drug lords of 
Central and South Am erica, where 
the m ajority o f the U nited  S ta tes’ 
marijuana comes from.

T he drug cartels in M exico have 
become so economically empowered 
by our huge demand for the illegal 
substance that they have become pow
erful enough to outright challenge the 
M exican government, subsequently 
causing hundreds of deaths this year 
alone inside of M exico, at our border 
and even on U S soil.

W ith  a single act of legalization, 
if the currently inflated market price 
for the plant fell according to the 
80%  estimate, that would prove to be

severely destabilizing for these drug 
cartel operations.

It would cut a majority of their 
funding right out from under them. 
M exico has tried in recent years to 
legalize m arijuana even if the U S  
wouldn’t, but eventually bowed under 
pressure from the U S  not to do so.

In conclusion, it’s terribly misguid
ed to criminalize a plant which grows 
naturally on this planet. T he majority 
of the animosity and negative public 
sentiment against the crop is a result 
of the lasting effects of the government 
propaganda against the substance that 
was popular in the earlier half of the 
last century, and if you don’t believe 
this it will prove itself to be true as 
current generations’ age and younger 
generations come to power.

And if it supposedly makes people 
crazy or deprives them of motivation 
in life, I guess one can just point to 
scientist and astrophysicist Carl Sa
gan, or 14-time gold-medal Olympian 
Michael Phelps, or numerous U S presi
dents including Bill C linton, George 
Bush and Barack Obama.

■  Leal is  a junior finance and 
econom ics duai nuyor from The 
Cohmy.
>«̂ chris.ieai@ttu.edu

Nolan lives up to his name with “Inception”
By THOMAS L O H

Christopher N olan has outdone 
himself. With movies like The Prestige, 
Insomnia and Memento, I did not think 
he could get more creative. Inception 
proved me wrong.

The movie successfully balances non
stop action with intense psychological

tampering. Not psychologically with the 
characters, but with the viewers. Nolan 
makes you think each and every second 
of the movie and, as you leave the theatre, 
you will still be thinking.

Only Christopher Nolan could have 
done this movie well. The story was so 
complex it bordered on out of control, but 
Nolan brought it together so effectively

the pieces fall together flawlessly.
There is not a single scene in the mov

ie that looks the same. The colors are so 
diverse you would think they would clash. 
But the idea that every scene is dependent 
upon the personality of the characters 
brings the scenes together rather than 
running them into each other.

Leonardo DiCaprio plays Cobb. In
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his dream, everything seenis dim because 
he is fighting to hold on to his past. Tom 
Hardy, who plays Eames, is reminiscent 
of James Bond because he is a forger and 
has to assume certain roles to accomplish 
their mission. As a result, his dream has 
more of an espionage feel to it and looks 
like a video game. Joseph Gordon-Levitt, 
who plays Arthur, has a dream which has 
very earthy colors to it because he is the 
researcher, and in a way, must get down to 
the root of every person’s secrets outside of 
their dreams.

The movie borders on absolute chaos. 
Certain scenes occur in unison with other 
scenes, while during certain moments you 
get lost because you were trying to figure 
out what happened in the scene before. 
But rather than producing confusion, the 
chaos produces intrigue.

You may not have figured out what 
happened in the scene before, but the 
movie moves onto the next sequence. 
You get upset because you do not under
stand what is going on, but you cannot 
look away from what is going on in the 

current scene.
Rather than not answering these ques

tions at all, the answers are revealed scene- 
to-scene. All of the questions you have are 
answered in due time, but you have to wait 
patiently for those answers.

You will need patience because the 
movie is two and a half hours long, but it 
does not feel like it at all.

This stays true to the form of Chris
topher Nolan. This might be the most 
original movie I have seen since The Ma
trix and I did not have to listen to Keanu 
Reeves’ pathetic attempts at acting.

The ending will make you question 
everything you thought you knew and 
force you to come back for more.
■  Lott is a junior journalism m^jor 
from Katy.
> t̂iott33@yahoo.com
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