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Volunteers meet to discuss
city land as nature resource

A group of volunteers met
Thursday, June 29 in the
Coke County Library to dis-
cuss the use of city-owned
land as a nature tourism re-
source.

A recent magazine article
quoted trendspotters as say-
ing that because of today's
faster pace, Americans are
seeking intensive leisure ac-
tivities that "connect them to
their bodies and the natural
world."

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice has determined that 2.6
million people fish and 3.6
engage in wildlife watching
and nature photography. A
Texas A&M research paper
reports that while there are

Alzheimer's
association

A "Caregiver Education Se-
ries" program will be on Tues-
day, July 17, at 3:00 pm, in
the Sagecrest Alzheimer's
Care Center meeting room.
Sagecrest is located at 438
East Houston Harte, between
Main and Akin Streets in San
Angelo. The topics of dis-
cussion will be "Medicaid Eli-
gibility and Spousal Impover-
ishment Information" from
Yvette Sherman, Long-Term
Care Specialist with the Texas
Department of Human Ser-
vices. Allen Price, Attorney,
will also be present to talk
about Estate Planning and le-
gal issues.

The program does not
function as a support group
and is open to the public.

dedicated and serious bird-
ers, most birdwatchers are
novice or casual tourists who
want to combine birdwatching
with hiking, shopping, or her-
itage history. The wildlife
viewing market can be prof-
itable for communities if they
offer supplemental activities,
the report explains.

It is hoped that a downtown
initiative and a nature tourism
interest will combine to in-
crease tourist and business
activity in Robert Lee.

Check out

Coke Co.
Library

Summer reading
program

The Coke County Library
Summer Reading Program
drawing was held Friday, June
27. The winner of the book |
Can Draw Animals was Ashlie
Wheat. Readers can be eligi-
ble to win a book by adding
their names to the fish bowl
every time they return a book.
Readers who return three
books can add their name
three times to the drawing.
Readers can pick a treat-of-
the-week on each visit to the
Library. ;

A recent article- appeared in
a magazine with advice on
raising a reader. It states that
reading builds vocabulary,
gives kids a broader under-
standing of the world, and

Bishop Joel Martinez (left) presents Glenda Draper and Rev. Paul A. Evans

with the Board of Laity Outstanding Disci

pleship Award at the awards banquet

of the Southwest Texas Annual Conference held in Corpus Christi June 6-9.
Bronte United Methodist Church received the award for having the largest
gain in average worship attendance in the San Angelo District for the year

2000. Bronte
evangelism.

teaches them to think that
making reading a ritual is an
important step. Letting chil-
dren stay up 15 minutes
longer at bed-time to read en-
courages reading. Having a
book exchange with friends
and swap books the children
are willing to part with is men-
tioned. It can be done as a
party with invitations and
treats. Being a reader as a
parent lets kids know that
reading is important as is hav-
ing a supply of books at all

The Bronte Junior High and High School Cheerleaders entertained .2
crowd with cheers and candy during the Fort Chadbourne Day Parade in

Bronte June 23.

times.

Studies show that students
who read during the summer
loose few of their learning
skills.

Library hours are Tuesdays,
8-12; Wednesdays, 8-3;
Thursdays, 1-5; and Fridays,
8-12.

Quilters share
talent and love.

An important element of
West Texas Rehabilitation
Center's annual telethon in
January is the quilt/afghan
auction, which features
handmade items donated by
individuals and quilting clubs
throughout West Texas.

With Rehab 2002 sched-
uled for January 19, how is
the time for Rehab's quilting
friends to begin stitching to-
gether their gifts and letting
Rehab know about it!

If you or your quilting club
decides to donate a quilt or
afghan, please call the WTRC
Donor Relations Department
at (915) 223-6300.

Robert Lee 1991
class reunion

The '1991' class of R.L.H.S.
will have it's 10th year reunion
on Saturday July 14, 2001.
The reunion will be held at the

"home of Steve & Wanda

Oleksiuk. Please feel free to
join them for a visit from 2:00 -
4:00 pm.

UMC also received the Arthur J. Moore Award for excellence in

37th annual
roundup weekend

The 37th Annual Mason
Jaycee Roundup Weekend
will be held in Mason, Texas
on Friday and Saturday, July
13 & 14, 2001.

The rodeo will be both
evenings at Fort Mason Park
Rodeo Arena.

A dance will be held each
evening to begin after the
rodeo at Fort Mason Park
dance slab.

The parade will be held on
Saturday July 14 at 10 am.

On Saturday, the Mason
Arts & Crafts Guild will sponsor
the Arts and Crafts Fair. To
obtain booth information, call
915-347-1020 or 915-347-
6472. There will be many
outstanding craft booths, de-
licious food and live enter-
tainment throughout day.

Drinking water

report published
In accordance with U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) regulations, a
Consumer Confidence Re-
port (Drinking Water Quality)
has been prepared for distri-
bution to customers of the
Water System of the City of

‘Robert Lee. The report was

mailed on June 29, 2001.
Copies are available at City
Hall.
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Letter to

the Editor
Dear Sir,

On Thursday June 21st of
2001 around 5:50 pm my wife
was returning to Snyder from
a family member's funeral in
Brady by way of Bronte on
Highway 158 with my sister,
my elderly mother and a close
lady friend of my mother. A
dark blue on coming car that
was traveling toward Bronte
from Robert Lee was driving
very near the unmarked cen-
ter of the highway and moved
into the path of my wife's
whiie four door sedan. My
wife narrowly avoided a 70
MPH head on collision by go-
ing off her side of the road to
lose control of her vehicle and
wind up in the fence of the
opposite side of the road.
The coward that caused the
wreck did not stop. He may

- have been passing through or
could possibly be a resident
to the area. There were three

i cvpurate ~ohicleoe that
d|d stop to help and for that
we thank them very much.

A lady pulled up just after
the first rancher had stopped
and motioned for my sister to
come to the road side. At that
time the woman offered her
help in contacting the sheriff
with the possible identity of
the person, including the de-
scription of the vehicle that
she knew had ran my family off
the road and could have killed
a large portion of our family.
She did not follow through.

My business has voice mail
that can be reached at any-
time (800) 734-8529 with in-
formation that could lead to
the identity of the middle age
woman who wears her hairin a
bun; drives an older light color
economy station wagon that
would be in the 80's model
range.

The dark blue car would be
the big boxie style '70 or early
'80 model and | have asked
our neighbor, that is a Texas
Ranger in Snyder, to look into
our dilemma of needing to
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find either the lady that has of-
fered her help and did not
follow through or the erratic
driver that may regularly drive
between Bronte and Robert
Lee.

To the lady that is an eye
witness to the above de-
scribed accident; would you
please come forward and
bring honor to this dishonor-
able situation.

We thank the Lord that no
one had to die because of
foolishness. We do need to
establish responisibility for the
needs of our insurance com-
pany to have a witness that
was outside of our auto.

Sincerely,
Tom Wadleigh

Death

Notices

Pruitt

Paul Davis Pruitt, 82, of Nor-
toan. died June 18, 2001 in

Ballinger.

Service was held at 10:00
am Thursday, June 21, 2001
at the 9th Street Church of
Christ with Max Pratt officiat-
ing. Burial followed in the Nor-
ton Cemetery.

Survivors include son,
Bruce Pruitt; brother, Curtis
Pruitt & wife Hazel of Lamesa;
numerous nieces and
nephews; aunts, Katie McMil-
lian of Ballinger, Ara Hickman
of Crane, & Melba Fletcher of
New Mexico.

Bird viewing house

community project

The blue April sky peeked
through the drifting clouds
while the breeze ruffled the
surface of the pond and the
tops of the trees. An egret
daintily stepped into the field,
searching for a quick lunch.
Birds called to each other from
tree to tree.

The day was perfect for a
visit to the newly-built bird ob-
servation center at Lewisville
Lake Environmental Learning

Be Careful This Summer!

Bell Auto Body Shop

Practice
Water
Safety

Robert Lee

453-2640
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The Coalson Family children participated in the Fort Chadbourne Day Parade
in Bronte June 23 with their version of a mini-hayride.

Area (LLELA), located on
2,000 acres of Denton
County property near
Lewisville Lake between Hwy.
121 and the Lewisville dam.

The 20-foot-by-7-foot
building (which includes a 15-
foot-long room for viewing
and a 5-foot-long storage
closet) has aduit-height and
child-height viewing portals,
photos and background in-
formation on birds common to
the area, and hands-on dis-
plays of how birds and other
wildlife spend their lives.

From start to finish, this
community project has been
the’ brainchild of Adam Beck,
17. The nine-year member of
4-H serves as a 4-H ambas-
sador, president of Denton
County 4-H Council, secretary
of the Bluebonnet 4-H Club
and member of the Texas 4-H
Natural Resource and Con-
servation Project Team.

The inspiration for the cen-
ter came last summer during a
family trip to Kentucky for a
rabbit show, Adam said. The
family took a side trip to the
John James Audubon Mu-
seum and Nature Center in
Henderson, Ky., where
hands-on displays and view-
ing areas gave such an im-

pressive look at nature that:

Adam wanted to do some-
thing similar - although less
sophisticated - back home, as
a combination 4-H community
service and Natural Resource
and Conservation project and
an Eagle Scout project.

Vacation Bible School 2001

at

Southsid_e Church of Christ

MOSCS
THE GREAT FAITH ESCAPE

July 10, 11, 12
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
7:00 pm to 8:50 pm

Closing Program: July 12 at 8:40 pm

For age 3 thru Grade 5

Pre-registration: Monday, July 9
9:30 am -
at Church building

But taking notes and get-
ting ideas is just the start of a
project. Once the family got
home, Adam's work really be-
gan. He had to learn how to
approach sponsors and get
contributions, his mother said.
He learned a lot about getting
out and finding community
support.

"It was more work than | ex-
pected," Adam said. "It
started off as a smaller project,
and just got larger and larger.
It was a lot of work but a lot of
fun”

The bird observation center
is just the beginning. Future
hopes and plans include a by-
reservation-only camp ground
for groups such as Boy
Scouts or Girl Scouts; expan-
sion of educational trails; and
improvement of wildlife habi-
tat.

The sign outside the facility
makes it official.

It reads: Adam Beck, Eagle
Project, Texas 4-H Natural
Resource and Conservation
Project, LLELA Bird Observa-
tion Center, April 2001.

* Kk

Some people believed
they could tell the future
by opening a Bible and
putting their finger down
on a verse at random.
The text thus pointed
out was supposed to be
applicable to the ques-
tion at hand.

11:30 am

,Q...........O....0.......0.......00

San Angelo
Writers’ Club

The speaker at the July
10th meeting will be Kate
Sanderson. She is a pub-
lished author and has had a
varied career in the field of
television, film, and theater.
Ms. Sanderson will take the
group on an exploration of
various techniques for writing
effective dialogue. Visitors
and guests are welcome.

The meeting kicks off at
7:00 pm on Tuesday, July 10,
at the Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd - 3355 West
Beauregard, San Angelo
(Behind H.E.B on Sherwood
Way.)

Churches of
Robert Lee

Invite You to Worship
Emmanuel Pentecostal
PO Box 683 #1019 Colorado City Hwy
(915) 453-2360
Rev: Ray Aldridge, Pastor
Sun. 10 am & 6 pm, Wed. 7 pm
First United Methodist Church
PO Box 144 «9th & Chadbourne
(915) 453-2417
Rev. Jim Reeves, Pastor
Sun. 10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
Wed. 7 pm Choir
Northside Church of Christ
PO Box 388 *9th & Chadbourne
(915) 453-2619 or 453-2270
Tommy Williams, Minister
Services: Sun. 10 am & 6 pm;
Wed. 7 pm
Pecan Baptist
PO Box 542 #12 W. Sterding City Hwy
(915) 453-4645
Rev. Dale Patterson, Pastor
Sun. 10 am, Sunday School
11 am & 7 pm, Worship
Southside Church of Christ
PO Box 698 *8th & Houston
(915) 453-2176
Frank J. Daniels, Preacher
Sun. 10 am, Sunday School
11 am & 6 pm, Worship
Wed. 7 pm, Worship
Robert Lee Baptist Church
PO Box 493 <22 W. 11th
(915) 453-2724
Bro. Waide Messer, Pastor
Sun. 9:45 am, Sunday School
11 am & 7 pm, Worship
Wed. 7 pm, Prayer Meeting
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Church
601 W. 10th
(915) 365-2687
Rev. Hubert Wade, Jr., Pastor
Sat. 6 pm
Victory Assembly of God
PO Box 638 ¢ Robert Lee
(915) 453-2208
Rev. Erma Johnson, Pastor
Sun. 9:45 am, Sunday School
10:45 am & 6 pm, Worship
Wed. 7 pm, Prayer Meeting

- s ————— ———
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Hunter Cole McCorkle would like to announc
to Alan Clay Ewing on April 27, 2001,
Kimberly is the daughter of Scotty and Patti McCorkle of
on Ewing of Matador, Texas.

Kimberly Ann McCorkle,
Texas.

is the son of Carolyn Ewing and the late D
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e the marriage of his mother,

in Lubbock,
Bronte. Clay

Kimberly is a 1997 graduate of Bronte High School. Clay is a 1992 graduate of
Motley County High School and a 1996 graduate of Amarillo College Criminal
Justice Program. He is recently employed by Aces A/C Supply out of
Carroliton, Texas. The couple is currently living in Wolfforth, Texas.

RLQ;":Agria?)eTv:osmpson Social Security benefits paid from January
Secretary news 2000 through July 2001.

The fire department held its
first meeting of July on the
2nd. President Larry Martin
presided with 13 members
present. The minutes of the
previous meeting and the
treasury report were read and
approved.

Dispatcher Bud Thompson
gave the activity report for the
month of June. There have
been 2 meetings and 1 train-
ing class. Drills and activities
hours are incomplete as vol-
unteers have not reported
their hours. There was 1 as-
sist to WCCEMS with a land-
ing zone. 4 fire calls. 1 motor
vehicle accident with the fire-
men using the jaws to extri-
cate the driver. 1 gas leak with
firemen standing by at the
scene in case of fire. 1 for
electrical wires which turned
out to be a false alarm. It was a
CB antenna with static
electricity after an electrical
storm. 1 call to standby for
Bronte. A grass fire on 277
south. Total 21 1/4 man
hours, 3 1/4 truck hours and
16 truck miles.

The men discussed the
cost of supplies needed for
Fire Prevention week and
tabled it until they could get
prices from another source.
The discussed problems with
the scanners.

Assistant Chief Ed Zimmer-
man advised the men not to
go to a grass fire without
plenty of drinking water as the
heat can cause many prob-
lems.

The vegetation is in prime
condition for a range fire. Ev-
eryone needs to do their part

. to prevent fires.

The firemen will patrol the
lake on July 4th and talk about
fire safety.

The next meeting will be
Training Classes on July 9th at
7 pm at the fire station.

* % %

Sweden leads the
world in newspaper
readership with about
572 copies sold daily for
every 1000 people.

by Fredi Franki

Social Security Manager

San Angelo

Almost all individuals who
receive Social Security, Sup-
plemental Security Income
and/or Title VIl Special Veter-
ans benefits will receive a
one-time payment to com-
pensate for a consumer price
index error made by the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. The

(The shortfall for the majority
of beneficiaries was $1 per
month.)

Regular monthly benefits, if
affected, will be adjusted be-
ginning with the payment re-
ceived in August 2001.

Beneficiaries will receive a
written explanation of their
one-time payment and an ex-
planation about their adjusted
monthly benefit by the end of

July 2001. Beneficiaries do
not need to take any action to
receive their adjusted bene-
fits. :

For eligible beneficiaries
who have since died, their
one-time payment generally
will be made to an eligible
spouse or child.

For more information, log
onto Social Security's web-
site, www.ssa.gov.

error affected calculations for
the cost-of-living adjustment
for the year 2000, and bene-
ficiaries received a 2.4 per-
cent increase instead of a 2.5
percent. The payment should
arrive by the end of July.

For most of the 45 million
Social Security and six million
SSI beneficiaries, the amount
of the payment will be be-
tween $12 and $19, covering

WINK INSURANCE AGENCY |
it e

_ 715Austin___- 453-4551

YOUR § ndependent
Insurance §f AGENT

SERVING YOU FimsT

.
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To the residents of Coke County,

I am tendering my resignation as Coke County Tax
Assessor-Collector effective August 1, 2001. I have been
offered, and have accepted the position of Chief Deputy
for the Brazos County Tax Office. This decision has
been difficult, but both Billy Jack and I believe that this
is an opportunity for our future.

I want to thank you for the privilege of serving as your
County Tax Assessor/Collector for the past twelve and a
half years. Your trust and friendship have meant so
much to me. It has been both my pleasure and honor to
serve the people of Coke County. Thank you again for
this wonderful experience. : »

Sincerely,

D. Kristeen Roe, RTA
County Tax Assessor/Collector
Voter Registrar

Coke County

................................
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Vacation
cruise offers
by John Cornyn
Attorney General of Texas

Q: | recently received a
fancy certificate in the mail in-
forming me that I'd won an all-
expenses-paid Caribbean
cruise. Is it really the fabulous
deal it seems to be?

Q: If it seems too good to
be true, it probably is. The
Consumer Protection Division
of my office receives inquiries
about these types of offers on
a regular basis. Most of these
"prizes" are really sales cam-
paigns instead.

In most cases, when you call
the listed toll-free number,
you will be told that you must
sign up for the cruise or trip
immediately or you will lose
this once-in-a-lifetime chance.
In addition, you are promised
a free side trip if you sign up
right away. If you agree, the
salesperson will request your
credit card number to confirm
your reservation.

However, the deal is prob-
ably not what it seems. Impor-
tant restrictions and additional
fees are often buried in the
fine print, mentioned in pass-
ing by the salesperson, or left
out all together.

*Air fare to the place of ori-
gin for the cruise is not in-
cluded.

*Hotel rooms before or after
the cruise are not included.

*Departure taxes and fees,
which can add up to hundreds
of dollars, are not included.

In addition to hidden fees,
you may discover too late that
the cruise ships or island ho-
tels are of poor quality and the
free side-trip is really a visit to a
time-share property.

Q: What are some things to
look for to make sure the offer
isn't a scam?

A: There are several indica-
tors that a travel offer is a
scam. First, the cost of a travel
package is advertised at a 50
to 75 percent discount. You
have no way of telling what
the original price was to see if
the reduced offer really is a
good deal.

Another warning sign is a
salesperson's insistence that
the offer is for one day only.
The salesperson is trying to
get you to pay before you
have a chance to review all of
the details and realize that the
offer isn't what it seems to be.

If the salesperson can't, or
won't tell you the name of the
cruise line, hotel chain, or air-
line, or even the name and
address of the travel com-
pany, you should decline their
offer, no matter how good it
seems.

Some offers also quote one
price up front to lure you in,
and then make you pay for
additional fees or join a travel
club to qualify for the adver-
tised rate.

If the salesperson asks
questions about your job and
income it could be a sign that
the offered vacation package
is to a time-share resort. If you
don't meet their income re-
quirements, the offer may be
declined.

Q: How can | ensure | am
getting the vacation | want?

A: The best way is to deal
with a trusted local travel
agent or the cruise or airline
directly. By shopping around,
you can often get a better
deal than the offer that came
in the mail, and you can be
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sure that it is legitimate.

Don't pay for a vacation
package until you receive
complete details, including to-
tal price with all added fees, in
writing. Make sure that you
fully understand all costs that
are not included in the pack-
age, such as meals or air fare.
In addition, you should always
pay by credit card so that you
can dispute the charges if
there is a problem.

If you believe you have
been the target of a travel or
cruise scam, you can file a
complaint with the Consumer
Protection Division of my of-
fice. You can obtain a con-
sumer complaint form from our
Web site at
www.oag.state.tx.us or by
calling (800) 621-0508.

Reducing high
blood pressure

High blood pressure, the
"silent killer," puts one in five
Americans-at risk for stroke,
heart attack and kidney failure.
Also called hypertension, it is
in many cases preventable
and rarely shows any symp-
toms.

Stroke is the third leading
cause of death in the United
States, and high blood pres-
sure raises the risk of stroke
four to six times higher. High
blood pressure is likely to
strike twice as many African-
Americans than Caucasians.

"While men are at greater
risk of developing high blood
pressure, women account for
six out of 10 deaths over the
age of 65," said Irvin E. Zeitler,
D.O., family practitioner and
medical director for Shannon
Clinic. "While there are factors
that contribute to hyperten-
sion that cannot be controlled
- such as age, family history
and diabetes - individuals can
make beneficial lifestyle
changes."

The Observer/Enterprise

Awareness and early treat-
ment of high blood pressure
can significantly reduce the
risk of stroke. Lau-
rusHealth.com, a consumer
health information Web site,
offers these suggestions for
lowering blood pressure.

*Exercise. Thirty to 40 min-
utes of aerobic exercise every
day can lower blood pressure,
as well as improve the health
of your heart and lungs.

*Lose weight. Dropping as
little as 10 pounds can de-
crease blood pressure.

*Reduce stress. Yoga,
biofeedback and relaxation
training are excellent tech-
niques for reducing stress.

*Stop smoking. Smoking
doubles the risk of high blood
pressure and stroke.

*Cut back on foods high in
saturated fat and cholesterol.

If lifestyle changes alone are
not effective in preventing or
treating hypertension, medi-
cation can be prescribed to
help keep blood pressure
under control. |

"What is important,” said Dr.
Zeitler, "is lowering the dias-
tolic blood pressure, or the
lower number in a reading, by
five or six points. While
seemingly small, this can ac-
tually cut the risk of stroke by
more than 40 percent."

More information on hyper-
tension and stroke can be
0N d at
www.LaurusHealth.com. An
innovative health information
resource, the Web site was
created in association with
leading hospitals and physi-
cians to help consumers make
more informed choices about
their health.

* KW

Many people believe
the more you sleep be-
fore midnight, the better
looking you'll be.

“You don’t have to sit on a cactus
to learn how to jump.”

All that Virgi

ia Shahan and her husband “Happy™ knew about movies was

the price of tickets when Jolin Wavne asked to make a movie on their ranch.
After The Alamo was released in 1960, the Shahans found themselves propri-

etors'of a tourist attraction and movie set. More than twenty films have been
shot at Alamo Village and 20.000 people visit a year. Happy passed on in 96,
but Virginia still manages the property, when she’s not spending time at her
ranch house with her eight grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

Virginia counts on co-op power for her home
- Smart Choice cooperative. What's “Smart Cho

iess. She belongs to a
te a coalition of Texas

co-ops committed to making the right decision on electric deregulation.

Deregulation is a thorny issue and no one hasa crystal ball to view its impact.
Like many ather Texas cooperatives, Smart Choice co-ops believe the wisest
course 15 to “wait and see.” Before deciding, Smart Choice co-ops want to
know if deregulation has raised or lowered rates for other Texas power

customers. particularly in rural areas.

Unlike private corporations. co-ops are owned by their, customers. Your
co-op’s board of directors is elected to set policy that most benefits its
member-owners.  Your board is answerable to members and only to
members, not shareholders or investment banks.

Electric cooperatives i Texas have been providing power to Texans since
As co-ops. we are non=profit and member-owned. To learn more about
eregulation. visit us at our web site, or call vour local Smart Choice

cooperative

Your Smart Choice Electric Cooperatives.

Big Country Electric Cooperative. Inc. » Coleman County Electric Cooperative, Inc
Comanche Electric Cooperative, Inc. ¢« Concho Valley Electric Cooperative. Inc
Medina Electric Cooperative, Inc. « Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc
Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc. » Swisher Electric Cooperative, Inc

www.smartchoicecoor

Bro. Morris Johnson, pastor of First Baptist Church
in Bronte, sang a moving rendition of "Battle Hymn
of the Republic" at the Ratliff Building dedication
ceremony Thursday morning, June 21.

*‘i*
Barricades are so-

called from the French
barrique, or barrel, of

which barricades were
made during a Paris in-
surrection in 1588.

S.0.A.R. CAMP

Bronte Community Center
July9-11+9am to 2 pm

Ist through 6th Grade

Lessons, Crafts, Games

Lunch Provided
NO COST

Sponsored by the
Mesquite Country Council On Alcohol & Drug Abuse

FMI: 453-9721

UNCLE SAM
WANTS YOU

TO SAVE

MORE MONEY

And he’s created just the incentives you’ll need.

The new tax bill provides tax savings and benefits to
individuals and families. Make sure you’re taking
advantage of all the tax relief it offers.

Call or stop by today to schedule a free review of
your investment plan.

Jim Woodruff

719 Strong Avenue
Ballinger, Texas 76821
(915) 365-2505
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871
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"by Jan Yanez
Coke County
Ext. Agent

Time is ripe for
summer melons

If the tests and fragrance of
a fresh, juicy slice of melon
makes your mouth water, you
are in good company. Melons
have been a favorite fruit for
many centuries. They appear
in Egyptian tomb paintings
dated to 2400 B.C. and are
mentioned in the writings of
the early Greeks and Romans.
Watermelons were a common
refreshment of Americans in
Massachusetts at the start of
the 17th century.

This summer you can enjoy
traditional melons such as
cantaloupe, honeydew and
watermelon, or go for the ex-
otic by trying crenshaw, Per-
sians, pepinos, casabas or the
African horned melon. Use
the following guidelines to
pick a perfect melon every
time.

*Cantaloupe - Buy when
there is a smooth rounded
depressed scar where the
stem used to be, if you find

Gas saving tips

The following tips from AAA
may help families across the
Lone Star State save gas
money while traveling this
summer.

*Keep your tires prop-
erly inflated. For every
pound per square inch that
your tires are under-inflated,
you use one to two percent
gas mileage.

*Get your car tuned-
up. You need to make sure
your car's engine is in opti-
mum running condition.

*Make sure your air fil-
ter is changed twice a
year. A clogged filter is go-
ing to put extra strain on your
engine.

*Make sure your motor
oil meets car standards.
Because Texas is known for
it's hot summers you may
consider a synthetic oil that is
known to minimally aid gas
mileage. Synthetic motor oils
are slippery and therefore re-
duce internal mechanical fric-
tion. Although, synthetic oils
are more expensive, you can

go longer between oil
changes.

* Check your car's
thermostat. A malfunction-

ing thermostat can affect your
gas mileage.

*Try to pack lightly.
The more weight you carry in
your car, the bigger the strain
is on the engine.

*Use cruise control.
Maintaining a steady speed
gives you the best fuel econ-
omy.

*Don't let your engine
sit idle. Don't forget to turn
your engine off when making
a pit stop. An idle engine
consumes a gallon of gas ev-
ery half-hour.

*Use your air-condi-
tioning sparingly. Use it to
cool off your car initially and
place setting on re-circulation
mode.

some stem the melon was
picked to early. Cantaloupe
should be eaten when it gives
off a fragrance.

*Honeydew - The blossom
end should be slightly springy
and the shell should be
creamy yellow, if the melon is
greenish, it will never ripen.
Honeydew becomes sweeter
after picking.

*Watermelon - They are ripe
when the underside is yellow-
ish and firm, if it is white or
green, the watermelon is im-
mature.

*Crenshaw - Buy when the
blossom end is soft and the
skin is golden and green. The
flesh is golden pink.

*Casabas - The shell is
golden when the melon is
ripe. The flesh is white.

*Persians - When ripe the
blossom end is soft and the
shell is mauvish with netted
skin. The flesh is a shade of
orange.

*African horned melon
(kiwano) - The melon should
have an orange to a golden
yellow color and be covered
with spines. It should be five
inches long and three and
one-half inches in diameter.

*Pepino - As it ripens this
melon is green to yellow with
purple stripes. It should not
be soft or bruised. The
pepino is four to six inches in
length and oval shaped.

Any way you slice it, the
melon is a great warm weather
pick-me-up dish.

A teacher affects
eternity; he never can
tell where his influence
stops.

Henry Brooks Adams

The Observer/Enterprise

Bronte City Council members wave to the crowd
Day Parade in Bronte June 23.

Look Who's New
Corbin Charles
Drennan
Kodi Rene Drennan is
proud to announce the arrival
of her brother Corbin Charles.
He was born June 27, 2001,
at Shannon Women's and
Children Hospital. Corbin
weighed 6 pounds and 1 1/2
ounces and was 19 inches

long.

Proud parents are Rick and
Katie Drennan. Grandparents
are Mary Beth and Wayland
Drennan of Robert Lee and
Bill Jackson of Midland. Great-
grandmothers are Louise
Walker of Robert Lee, Ruby
Drennan of Sterling City, and
Myrene Wallace of Ironton,
Missouri.

Whitney, and Winters.

one of the above named cities.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TXU Gas Distribution, in accordance with the Gas Utility
Regulatory Act, hereby gives notice of the Company’s intent to imple-
ment a new schedule of rates for natural gas service to be charged to
the residential, commercial and industrial customers in the West
Region Distribution System effective August 2, 2001, and, in the
cities in which they are in effect, to eliminate the Rate Schedule for
Public Schools-N and Commercial Contract Public Schools Rate. The
West Region Distribution System includes Abilene, Albany, Alvarado,
Anson, Baird, Ballinger, Bangs, Benjamin, Blackwell, Blanket, Blum,
Bronte, Brownwood, Buffalo Gap, Carbon, Cisco, Cleburne, Clyde,
Coleman, Colorado City, Comanche, Covington, DeLeon, Dublin,
Early, Eastland, Glen Rose, Godley, Gordon, Goree, Gorman,
Granbury, Hamlin, Haskell, Hawley, Hillsboro, Impact, Itasca,
Joshua, Keene, Knox City, Lawn, Lipan, Loraine, Lueders, Meridian,
Merkel, Miles, Moran, Morgan, Munday, Novice, O’Brien, Putnam,
Ranger, Rio Vista, Robert Lee, Roby, Rochester, Roscoe, Rotan, Rule,
San Angelo, Santa Anna, Seymour, Snyder, Stamford, Stephenville,
Strawn, Sweetwater, Throckmorton, Trent, Tuscola, Tye, Weinert,

The rate schedule is expected to furnish an 8.76 percent increase
in the Company’s revenues from residential, commercial and indus-
trial customers in the West Region Distribution System. A Statement
of Intent has been filed with each city. If you desire to comment con-
cerning this change of rates, you may contact the City Secretary of

Ve tl Be Sore...

a phone call away.

We'll be there. thncvcr ybﬁ néé& us, we re only

You’re part of our family—we’ll be there, for you.

5s1NCE1896

GERMANIA INSURANCE COMPANIES
CARWILE INSURANCE
453-2522 -

, Pet Talk

Tiny ear mites can be mighty
big problems to a pet.

Mites are just one of several
irritating factors that can effect
your pet's hearing and lead to
discomfort if left untreated,
says Dr. Christine Rees, a
veterinarian in the Small Ani-
mal Clinic at Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

Mites - the correct term for
them is Otodectes - feed on
the skin's surface and the ear
canal can fill with wax, blood
and mite debris, producing a

YOUR' g ridependent
Insurance §f AGENT
ssvise T maxy

ey

123 W. Main

Barbecue

Friday, July 6, 2001

GLENN-BIVINS INSURANCE
See us for your auto insurance.

Bronte

GRAND OPENING

409 W. 10th Street
Robert Lee, Texas

GROCERY *« MARKET
BBQ from the GRILL

Dr. Pepper/Pepsi

Blue Bell Ice Cream
Texas Cantaloupe
Shurfresh Milk

PRICES GOOD THRU JULY 10
Enter Drawing to be held July 6th!

915) 453-9200
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during the Fort Chadbourne

coffee ground appearance.
Mites are not host-specific, so
they can feed on another
animal, Rees explains.

"Young animals - especially
kittens - can get mites very
easily," says Rees. "Unlike
fleas, mites tend to stay in one
area, usually the ear, and they
can cause a lot of discomfort
to the animal.”

Excessive scratching and
itching of the ears is usually a
sign that a dog or cat has
mites, Rees adds. Treatment
often involves droplets into
the ears, she says.

473-6791

ek $2.59
$4.99
26a I$7
2/$1
G $2.48

~ Lb.
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| ADVERTISING RAT

Classified Advertising must
be paid in advance.

§ 1st. Insertion...
20¢ Per Word
($3.00 Minimum)
2nd and Subsequent Insertions...
' 16¢ Per Word
($2.50 Minimum)

Additional 50¢ charged
for Blind Ads
# Legal Notices...
25¢ Per Word
ADVERTISING DEADLINE
' Tuesdays at 5 pm

i

PUBLISHER'SNOTICE:

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makesiitillegal
to advertise "any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin, or
anintention, tomake any such pref-
erence, limitation or discrimination.”
Familial status includes children
under the age of 18 living with par-
ents or legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing cus-
tody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising

' for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able onan equal opportunity basis.
To complain of discrimination'call
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for
the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

9275.
OPPORTUNITY
FOR SALE ]
FOR SALE
1978 Ford LTD Il. Good body
and interior. New tires.
Needs motor work. 453-
2101.
493-2ip
GREAT BUY

for family. See this 3 BR with
den at 906 Childress near
RLHS. Will finance. Call John
Sage at 655-9141,

42a-tnc

FOR SALE BY OWNER
In S.W. Bronte, 3 BR/2B "
Brick, Central H/A, Fireplace,
approx. 2000 sq. feet. Strong
water well, Large Oaks,
$87,500 - allowances.
Brokers welcome @ 3%. 473-
6117, 234-5406, 450-6381.

47b-4tc

FOR SALE
1990 Ford Taurus in good
condition. Everything works.
473-2894.

49b-1tp

Plants!

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
home with huge utility room!
Glassed in Sun Porch for
Double Carport!
$20's!!

4 BEDROOM
2 BATH BRICK
Home! Formal Living,

Fireplace in Den! Mature
trees and Sprinkler System.

§ 24x30 Shop Bldg with Bath!!!

40+ ACRES WITH 2
STORY HOME

Sun Room!
Porches & Hot Tub!

with Excellent
350/acre! :

- 800+ ACRES ROLLING

ing cover for deer!
wells! 300/acre!!!

The Observer/Enterprise

[ FOR RENT ]

s

2 HOUSES FOR RENT
in Bronte. One is 3 or 4 bed-
room, one is 2 bedroom. 473-
5037

49b-tn¢

NICE! NEW! BRICK!
3 bedroom 2 1/2 baths
2 bedroom 2 baths
Now Available!
Call: 915-473-3105 for
information
or 915-473-9548
Santa Fe Crossing
Duplexes
320 SE Railroad

Bronte, Texas 76933
443-511p
MISC

D & L DOZER SERVICE
& CUSTOM FARMING
Larry Spivey, owner-operator.
PO Box 160, Bronte, Texas.

Phone (915) 282-3038.

REALTOR®|

ML

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath. 2 Lots.
Corner of Jefferson and
Holmes, Bronte. $6,000
OBO. 915-473-2069 or 915-
869-5920.

48b-2tp

HILL TOP VIEW
Custom built home on 2 acres
overlooking Colorado River
on Lake Spence.

ACROSS FROM

RL SCHOOL
3 bedroom 2 bath with large
workshop.
ON 3 ACRES
2 bedroom mobile home with
pine trees overlooking the
Colorado River.

EDGE OF TOWN
Starter home. 2 bedroom, 1
bath. $15,000.

1,000 SQUARE
FOOT SHOP

7 foot chain length

2 lots.
fence.
320 ACRES
Pasture land with 5 bedroom
older brick home. Great deer

& turkey hunting.
275 +/- ACRES
on Yellow Wolf Creek.
COKE COUNTY
2350 +/- acres. Will divide.
NORTH OF
ROBERT LEE
1242 +/- acres. Will divide.

Other Listings Available.

REAL ESTATE
453-5144 oFFICE

JOE AsH MARSHALL MILLICAN
473-0164 MOBILE  473-0437 MOBILE
4532554 HOME 4539002 HOME

'Hardwood floors & Rock dubdne
-Fireplace in Living Room! FOR RENT:
w .
rap around | TR RUG DOCTOR
160 ACRES Carpet & Upholstery
MOUNTAINOUS Cleaning Machine
and Remote! Scenic Country Hometown Hardware
Hunting! Bronte, Texas
Tanning Calon
PASTURELAND
with Mesquite & Cedar provid- ”OW Opanl
2 water
waler | COWGIRL TAN, ETC.
Becky Clendennen onday - Friday
Office - 653-4535 9am-1pms 4 pm=-8pm
Home - 453-4748
1-800-530-4242 473—3200
Gift Certifieatee Available
Walk-Ins Weleome

Complete systems, repairs,
upgrades, internet. Call Ed @
EMCO Computers. 473-
3004. :
32b-tnc

SUMMER SPECIAL
Oil Change, Grease and Wash
Cars and Light Trucks -
$49.95
Diesel - $79.95
Oil filters on vehicles other
than Fords may be higher.
lvey Motor
Company, Inc.
45a-tnc

DONNIE'S APPLIANCE
& REFRIGERATION
Window Units serviced and
repaired. Electrical Trou-
bleshooting. Also rewires
floor and table lamps. (915)

453-2188.
39a-in¢

I'M MAD...

- at banks who don't give real

estate loans bcause of bad .
credit, problems or new em-
ployment. | do, call L.D. Kirk,
Homeland Mortgages, (254)
947-4475.

49a-1ip

HELP WANTED]

CNA'S NEEDED

for full-time & part time hours.
Friendly, caring environment.
Sr. Citizens Nursing Home,
Winters, Tx. Contact Sarah
Lee RN at 754-4566.

28b-tnc

Hiring LVNs & CNAs
All shifts, full time,
part time and PRN.

Contact Rhonda or Larry
Runnels County
Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center
1800 N. Broadway
Ballinger, Texas

915-365-2538

ROBERT LEE
CARE CENTER
is in need of a full-time janitor,
part-time janitor, part-time
housekeeping and part-time
laundry. Contact Johnny
Elam at 453-2511.
483-2tc

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE
5 family garage sale. 1208 W.
11th, Robert Lee. Saturday.

49a-1tp
DOWNTOWN SALE

710 Austin, Robert Lee.
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
8 till ?

49a-1tp

All persons having claims

against this Estate, which is

currently being administered,

are required to present them

within the time and in the

manner prescribed by law to

Vallery Jayne Johnson, at the
above address.

Dated the 2nd day of July,

2001.

J. RUSSELL ASH,

Attorney at Law

‘State Bar No. 00785672

120 North Main Avenue

P.O. Box 924

Big Lake, Texas 76932

(915) 884-2133

(915) 884-2935 (fax)

ATTORNEY FOR THE

ESTATE OF SONIA

JOYDELL DEEN

493-11c
NOTICE TO ALL
PERSONS HAVING

CLAIMS AGAINST THE
ESTATE OF JOANN
REESE, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that
original Letters of
Administration for the Estate
of JOANN REESE were is-
sued on June 25, 2001, in
Cause No. 1589 pending in
County Court of Coke
County, Texas to: ROBERT
. REESE.
The residence of such
Administrator is Coke County,
Texas. The mailing address
for the Executor is: ROBERT
E. REESE, C/O NANCY
FIREBAUGH ARTHUR,
Attorney-at-Law, P.O. Box
970, Robert Lee, TX 76945,
915/453-2576, FAX:
915/453-2577.
All persons having claims
against this Estate which is
currently being administered
are required to present them
-within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law.

Dated June 25, 2001.

NANCY FIREBAUGH

ARTHUR

Attorney for the Estate
493-1ic

RAILROAD
COMMISSION OF TEXAS
OFFICE OF GENERAL
COUNSEL
OIL AND GAS DOCKET
NO. 7C-0228825
IN RE: CONSERVATION

5arase Say,
Downtown Robert Lee
Friday & Saturday
July 6th & 7th
9 am to 4 pm

v 9440010
473-6603

Deflooding &

| earset Cleaning

24 hr. Emergency
Water Damage Service

o

PARKER PLUMBING
Residential & Commercial. All
types plumbing repair - new
construction, remodeling, fix-
tures, and sewer service. Li-
censed Master Plumber. 473-
2131, Bronte.

—

34b-tnc

TREES TRIMMED
topped or removed. Call 453-
9902 after 6 pm.

37a-tnc

THE "BARBER" SHOP
Debora England, 223 N.
Lombard, Bronte. 473-4026.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, 9 am-6 pm.

17b-tnc

——

Some Antiques

=]

AND PREVENTION OF

WASTE @k CRUDE
PETROLEUM AND
NATURAL GAS IN THE
STATE OF TEXAS

Austin, Texas

July 3, 2001

NOTICE OF HEARING

ON THE APPLICATION of
LGCeS: PRODUCTION

COMPANY TO CONSIDER

: = bl UNITIZATION AND

mEiES I SECONDARY RECOVERY

ity | b F I | AUTHORITY FOR THE SPA

. £_ LY S8 3| (ODOM LIME) UNIT

["L PR | e B5N| FORT CHADBOURNE FIELD
> =———— COKE COUNTY, TEXAS

r S —— NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to

NOTICES the public and to all interested

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

State of Texas -

County of Coke
Know All Men By These
Presents:
Notice is hereby given that
original Letters Testamentary
for the Estate of SONIA
JOYDELL DEEN, Deceased,
were issued on June 26,
2001, in Docket No. 1590,
pending in Matters of Probate
in the County Court of Coke
County, Texas, to Vallery
Jayne Johnson. The address

- for the Independent Executrix

is: Vallery Jayne Johnson,
302 East 6th Street, Robert
Lee, Texas 76945.

' persons that under the legal
authority and jursidiction of
Title 3, Oil and Gas, Subtitles
A, B, and C of the Texas
Natural Reources Code,
Chapters 26, 27 and 29 of the
Texas Water Code, and TEX.
GOV'T CODE ANN. art. SS
2001 et seq. (2001), the
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF
TEXAS will hold a hearing
August 3, 2001, at 9:00
am at the William B. Travis
State Office Building, 1701 N.
Congress Avenue, Austin,
Texas. This hearing will be
conducted in conformity with
the TEX. GOV'T CODE ANN.
art. SS 2001 et seq. (2001).



l N~0TICE'S

For room assignment, on the
date of the hearing please
check the bulletin board in the
1st Floor Lobby. Persons
planning to attend this hear-

.ing are urged to contact the

applicant (see service list) im-
mediately prior to the hearing
date to be sure that the hear-
ing will proceed on the
scheduled date.

This hearing will be heid
to consider the applica-
tion of EoC . S.
Production Company for
unitization and sec-
ondary authority for the
SPA (Odom Lime) Unit,
Fort Chadbourne Field,
Coke County, Texas.
Applicant states that
100% of the working in-
terest owners have ap-
proved of the Unit, and
have executed and/or
ratified the unit agree-
ment. Over 88% of the
royalty owners have ap-
proved of the Unit and
have ratified the unit
agreement.

If you have cquestions re-
garding this application,
please contact the
Applicant's representa-
tive, John Beckham, at
(915) 673-1393. If you
have any questions’ re-
garding the hearing pro-
cedure, please contact
the Railroad
Commission, Office of
General Counsel, at
(512) 463-6848.

IF A CONTINUATION IS
NECESSARY, this hearing will
proceed at the William B.
Travis State Office Building,
Austin, Texas, and, to the ex-
tent possible, on subsequent
working days. The room
number and exact time of the
coninuation will be an-
nounced on the record in this
proceeding and recorded with
Docket Services, Office of
General Counsel, Railroad
Commission of Texas.
PURSUANT TO SAID
HEARING, the Commission
will enter such rules, regula-
tions, and orders as in its
judgment the evidence pre-
sented may justify.

ANY. .  REQUEST FOR
POSTPONEMENT of this
hearing must be received no
later than five (5) working days
prior to the scheduled date
shown above. Copies of such
request must be forwarded to
all parties shown on the ser-
vice list.

TO APPEAR IN SUPPORT
OF OR IN OPPOSITION TO
THIS PROCEEDING, a party
other than the applicant must
file with Docket Services,
Office of General Counsel, at
least five (5) working days in
advance of the hearing date, a
notice of intent to appear.

IF ANY PARTY DESIRES A
WRITTEN TRANSCRIPT of
the hearing, that party should
notify the Court Reporter's of-
fice at (512) 463-6926, at
least five (5) working days in
advance of the hearing date.
If a written transcript is
requested, the
Commission may assess
the cost of the transcript
to one or more parties.
Unless any party requests a
written transcript, the record
will be made by audio tape
recording.

Bt e b

ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A
DISABILITY who needs auxil-
iary aids and services in order
to have an equal opportunity
to effectively communicate
and participate in this hearing
must request such aids or
services at least two weeks
prior to the scheduled hearing
by notifying the Personnel of-
fice of the Railroad
Commission of Texas by mail
at P.O. Box 12967, Austin,
Texas 78711-2967, or by
telephone at (512) 463-7327
or TDD No. (512) 463-7284.

ALL EXHIBITS FILED AS A
PART OF THE RECORD IN
THIS CAUSE "MUST BE
SUBMITTED IN DUPLICATE.

DATA IN COMMISSION
RECORDS MAY BE
INCORPORATED BY

REFERENGE: BUT. i THE
REFERENCE MUST BE
SPECIFIC, AND |IF IT
INCLUDES EXHIBITS FILED
IN PRIOR PROCEEDINGS
BEFORE THE COMMISSION,
A COPY OF SUCH EXHIBIT
PROPERLY IDENTIFIED
SHALL BE SUBMITTED FOR
THIS RECORD.

THIS HEARING
R IRES NOTI

PUBLICATION.
49a-4t¢c

College tuition
assistance

A conservative estimate of
college costs for a full-time
student runs from $10,0000-
$30,000; high cost colleges
can run from $40,000-
$100,000! Most parents and
students think that scholar-
ships are only for the students
with excellent grades, low-in-
come families, or the athleti-
cally inclined. A small example
of the numerous scholarships
available to students include:
Handicapped Student Schol-
arships, Members of a Church
Scholarships, Scholarships
for "C" Students, Veteran

Vacation Time is Here!

. Whether you’re staying close to home...
or going around the world,

~don’t forget your Pulse ATM card from

Robert Lee State Bank.

It’s fast ... it’s easy ... and it makes your money
available 24 hours a day from thousands of locations.

Ask us for more details ... before you leave on vacation!
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Children's Scholarships,
Scholarships for Minorities
and much, much more.

Though the majority of
scholarships are from the
Federal Government and are
and/or need based, billions of
dollars are available to stu-
dents from private sector
scholarships. Much of private
sector financial aid goes un-
used because the parents
and students do not know
how or where to apply.

There are organizations that
have spent hundreds of
hours in research locating
scholarship sources.” The
U.S. Commission for Scholas-
tic Assistance - College
Bound is such an organization
and supplies the public with
over 900 different private
scholarships sources. The
scholarship list include the
scholarship names, ad-
dresses, application dead-
lines, summaries about the
scholarships and the amount
the scholarship will pay your
child.

Many scholarships pay the
entire tuition; others can be
applied towards tuition, living
expenses, and/or other fees.
Most scholarships can be
used at junior colleges, career
and vocational schools, 4 year
colleges, graduate school,
medical and law schools.

For information on obtaining
these scholarship lists, send
a self-addressed,
stamped, business size,
#10, envelope to: The
U.S. Commission for Scholas-
tic Assistance, P.O. Box 668,
O'Fallon, IL 62269.

% % %

Water a garden in the
morning, when tempera-
tures are cooler and it's

less windy. Less water
will evaporate and more
water will reach the

roots.

EOUAL HOUSING

e Robert Lee
t¥ State Bank

LENDER

* Member FDIC

621 Austin Street
Robert Lee, Texas

915/453-2545
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Reese Springer (right) of Bronte recently attended
the Mack Brown 2001 Summer Football Camp at the

University of Texas in Austin. The young athletes
were taught various drills, plays, discipline and
strength training by Mack Brown, Butch Davis, and
other professional coaches and high school
coaches from all over the country. Reese is the son
of Randy and Julie Springer.

LR 2

A school for the or-
phaned daughters of
French military officers
became famous for Iits
cooking lessons. The

school's symbol was a
blue ribbon, and even-
tually the cordon bleu -
French for "blue ribbon"
- became the emblem of
a good cook.

JIMMY’S
AUTOMOTIVE
& TIRE SHOP

121 W. 10th

Robert Lee, Texas
(Across from Bell’s Auto Body Shop)

New & Used Tires * Flats ¢ Interstate Batteries
Oil & Filter Change & Lube * Wash & Wax

For Appointment, Call: 453-9933 ot 473-8650
Jimmy& Staci Womack

Mon-Fri

8 am-5:30 pm
Saturday
8 am-5S pm

Main Street Hair Salon
will be closing soon.
ouise Walker and Phyllis Poe

g......

E will be moving to E
E 428 Kickapoo, Bronte, Texas E
E Louise’s Beauty Shop. E
E Watch the paper for opening E
3 date. Phone number will be E
§ published next ad. 5
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Chase Hoyt (right) of Bronte recently attended the

Mack Brown 2001 Summer Football Camp at the

University of Texas in Austin.

The young athletes

were taught various drills, plays, discipline and
strength training by Mack Brown, Butch Davis, and

other professional

coaches and high

school

coaches from all over the country. Chase is the son

of Doug and Angie Hoyt.

Critical nursing
shortage

by Carolyn Gunning
Ph.D., R.N.
The nursing shortage in
Texas has reached a critical
stage, and the problem is only
getting worse. Steps must be
taken to address the issues
involved in order to attract and
retain more students to this
field that is so vital to our
healthcare system. The
problem is complex, but the
underlying issue is that fewer

Program Town Car

2000 Executive
White/Charcoal * 17,000 Miles

IVEY MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.

and fewer young people are
choosing nursing as a field. In
a recent Texas survey, only
14% of the registered nurses
in the sample were age 30 or
younger. In comparison, 30%
were 31-45 and 30% were 46-
55.

Texas Woman's University is
the leading institution in the
state in nursing training, with
campuses in Denton, Hous-
ton and Dallas, producing
more new nurses each year
than any other program in

$24,479

1998 Cadillac Deville

2000 Windstar LX
16,000 Miles

1995 Buick Riviera
Red/Red Leather * 42,000 Miles

White 21,000 Miles

Teal » V8 » Automatic

Ask For:

Red w/Tan Top * Loaded * Still Under Warranty

1997 F-250 Super Cab XLT
Tan, Grill Guard, Headache Rack

1999 Nissan Frontier King Cab
1997 Ford F-150 Supercab

1998 Nissan Frontier Ext. Cab
I Owner ¢ Black w/Tan Captains Chairs, 35,000 Miles

1997 Eddie Bauer Expedition
White  One Owner * Super Nice

453-2715

Randy Flanagan ® Buck Duncan  Billy Wayne Roe

$16,995

$11,495

$17,995

$11,995

$11,495

$11,995

$10,495

$15,995
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Texas. While enroliments in
nursing programs in Texas
overall have been declining
for the past six years, TWU
has maintained its enroliment
levels and has continued to
graduate about 230 new
nurses each year.

There are several factors
contributing to the declining
enroliments. Perhaps the
most is significant is that while
more men are choosing
nursing as a career than in the
past, the profession remains
primarily female. And today's
women have many other ca-
reer options that pay signifi-
cantly better. (For example,
about 50% of dental and law
school students are now
women.)

In addition, nursing is not
viewed by the public as a pro-
fession requiring intellectual
ability and decision-making
skills, partly due to the way
nurses are portrayed in the
media. (For example, in the
movie Meet the Parents, a
running gag line is the fact
that the groom-to-be is a male
nurse.) The media does not
portray the real role that
nurses play in the recovery of
patients. The primary image
continues to be as a helper,
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subservient to others.

But perhaps the biggest is-
sue is that salaries are not in
line with job responsibilities.
While beginning salaries are
low, the most significant
problem is salary compression
over the course of a career.
Nurses with extensive experi-
ence do not make much more
than new graduates.

All of these issues need to
be addressed, and if they are,
the future could be bright for
the nursing field. Research is
proving that nursing care
makes a difference in patient
outcomes, and the pivotal role
that nursing plays is begin-
ning to be recognized.

The field needs to attract
non-traditional groups, includ-
ing men (now only 7% of the
profession) and minorities.
We are already making some
significant inroads: at TWU,
the College of Nursing has in-
creased its minority enroll-
ment to 41%.

We also need to create a
work environment that rec-
ognizes the value of nurses
and gives them autonomy of
practice and a role in institu-
tional governance. Salary
structures need to be devel-
oped that recognize the im-
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portance of nursing and re-
ward those who continue to
work in the direct care of pa-
tients.

The bottom line is that while
the supply is shrinking, the
demand is increasing. There
is an increase in need for
hospital nurses at the same
time more nurses are needed
in other non-hospital settings.
Population growth, especially
of aging individuals, con-
tributes to the increased de-
mand.

Now is the time to aggres-
sively seek solutions. At
Texas Woman's University, we
will continue to do our part in
attracting and training the
most highly qualified students
from throughout the state to
nursing. The medical field
must ensure that the nursing
profession is respected and
rewarding, both on a personal
and financial level.

Carolyn Gunning, Ph.D., is a
registered nurse and is dean
of the College of Nursing at
Texas Woman's University.

The word "ballad"”
comes from the Italian
ballare, meaning "to
dance." Ballads were
originally songs sung to
dance music.
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