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Rumcn Chacon Still Held Prlsoner

Chicano activist Ramon Chacon has lost
an important first round in his battle
to win release from a Mexican prison.
But public support for Chacon is bullding,
raising his and his family's hopes that
the Mexican government may eventually be

persuaded to free him in the interest of
Justice.
Chacon, & U.S. citizen and resident of

Mercedes, Texas, has been in jail in Mon-
terrey, Mexico since last Octiber 2. He
wvas arrested then in the company of a
Mexican citizen whose pickup truck all-
egedly had guns hidden in a secret com-
partment. recent attempt to get the
number of charges against Chacon reduced
wvas unsuccessful. He now therefore stands
accused of sedition and inciting others to
rebel against the Mexican government as
well as illegal transportation of arms.
The hearing which will determine Chacon's
guilt of these offenses may be six or more
months away .

Since his first day in court, when he
repudiated a purported confession signed
under severe torture, Chacon has maint-
ained his innocence of all charges. He had
merely accepted a ride with an accquaint-
ance so that he could visit friends in
Mexico. If guns were indeed hidden in the
vehicle, Chacon did not know about them.
Because he had already béen jailed when
they were allegedly discovered by Mexican
asuthorities, Chacon never sav any arms in
the truck. He now doubts that they existed.
Although at a press conference after the

arrests officials displayed some guls they
claim to have seized from the truck, they

J
ecently r<~v=~ah.~i that they cannot locate r
and produce the guns for the court.

The owner of the car in which Chacon was
riding escaped after the arrests, and a
Colombian wonan also apprehended was im-
mediately deported. Chacon's only remain-
ing co-defendant, Salvador Abundis, was
arrested separately in a Mexican hospital.
He has chosen not to contest the charges
against him; but in court he exonerated

requesting that cbugea be drop
denied
The amparo wvas prep‘red by a Mexico City
lawyer whom Chacon was forced t
the Judge made his decision.
informed that his plea had been rejected

until March 29, although the denial wvas back-
dated March 2.

udge denied Chacon's lawyers' request for a
eduetion of the Charges against him.

Uulcun 10es not know why the amparo (writ)
>d was

w what recourse he has now.

f any,

fire before
Chacon wvas not

He wvas thus aprparently de-

Chacon of any connection with illegal gun prived of a chance to appeal the Judge's
transportation activities action within the five-day period set by
Chacon, & progressive activist and Marxist Mexican law.
Chacon 18 now trying to find another

scholar who has worked primarily with farm-
rganizing efforts in Texas, believes
that his arrest was the result of a fram-up
by persons or agencies interested in dis-
couraging relations between U.S5. Chicanos
and oppressed Mexicans. He sees as evidance
of the plot against him the fact that more
than two dozen Mexican police were waiting
to stop the truck and make the arrests, the
fact that the officers immediately called
him by name and showed him & picture of
himself taken in the U.S., the fact that
Mexican police already had a thick file on
his U.S. activities wvhen he vas arrested,
and the fact that an unidentified American
wes present at his torture and interrogation.
Because the evidence against him consists
of atmost of his presence in a vehicle car-
rying arms, Chacon and his supporters believe
that the two political charges against him
must be dropped. They point out that under
Mexican lawv rebellion and sedition charges
require a showving that the defendant public-
ly advocated armed inswrrection and furnished
his followers with arms -- acts that Chacon 1is
not accused of. Nevertheless, in March a

worker

lawyer to handle his case. He and his sup-
poarters have experienced great difficulty in
otaining reliable Mexican Counsel for him.
Fecause the lawyers Chacon had dealt with
have not explained to him what they are
doing, and because Mexican criminal proce-
dures are conducted primarily in writing
vithout the defendant present, Chacon and
the defence committee have alsc had repeated
trouble getting information on developments
in his case.

It is their understanding that during the
‘urrent phase of the ,ase materials deemed
relevant to Chacon's guilt are being assem-
bled for submission in writing to the Jjudge
There will be no jury and nor oral testimony

Inder the Napeleonic Code which Mexico uses.
‘hacon is essentially presumed gullty unless
he can be proven {nnocent If a prosecutor
chooses to press vigorously the charges
against him e finding of gullt is virtually
asg.red

Once the charges are finally determined,
then. sentencing becomes the criticel point
in the procedures Chacon were senten-

' Mexican Ambassedor

ced t ilve years or less. LOr example he
would be entitled to release on bond Ir
here were sentenced to two years or less. he
could get probation and, because he is an
@alien bYbe deported to the U.S

"hacon is being held in the state prison
of Nuevo Leon There he must \)w his own
mattress food, and other necessities He
is one of hundreds of men with bunks in e
long. narrow. dingy. barreck. At no time
is he permitted privacy Although he has

suffered no physical mistreatment since
the initial three day torture session,
Chacon is denited many of the privileges
afforded other prisoners. Apparantly be-
cause he is accused of political crimes,
his visitors must identify themselves fully
and submit to other qQuestions not asked of
the friends and relatives of other inmates.
Many persons have responded to calls for
support of Ramon Chacon with letters and
telegrams urginr U.S Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger and Mexican President
[uis Echeverria Alvarez to help secure
Chacon s release. Since these officials
are now alerted to the fact that many people
see the human rights and politicel issues
in Chacon s ceause, it is especially impor-
tant that expressions of support keep grow-
ing in number. Write to the following per-
sons immediately, demanding that the charges
be dropped ;
President Luls Echeverria
Presidential Palace Henry Kissinger
Mexico, D.F. Mexico Secretary of State
with coples to: or
Jose Juan Olloqui William D. Rogers
Assistant Sec. of State
2829 16th 8t. N.W 2P01 C Bt. N W
Washington, D.C. 20009Washington, D.C 20580
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Vasts extension, conilia por las aguas éal athantico que guarda la mayor parte de esa te critica del gobierno de Porfir-
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cribe el nombre de una batalla. Cada campo el sitio sangrentadas. Esa ciuflad, . los =stados Unidos dorde empezo a
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erto d‘c es, s s - pos, q" las ideas viejas y los ¢ s de en los problemas de odbreros mexi-
yen al percibir la nube de Ul 16VENSA.YReNtro la barbarie. La ciudad de Zaragoza canos en los “stados U'nidos. A
caballo, deteneos instante y descubrir con respec- es una plaza fuerte, toda Que se traves de sus esfuerzos formo el
to vuestra frente; Estais en presencia del heroismo y fortifica. puebla es A lad ce a- Fartido Tiberal Mexicano. Su pe-
delante de lso ma es de la independencial. . da. Dos pequenas eminencias_le riodico refleﬁaba su interes en
Aquellas ruinas hacinadas, aquellas cenizas que ar- o ‘," L = | \ las Cw'd‘cione de ;rdbaJQ de los
. . aAla i < - A Al 5\ £ L ¢ S | )t
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el eco de los rifles ) 1 y el grito de la 2l08 v'é s zene g de un sistema que hacia victimas de
F'Pled . Mas ."\AA-A' Qa A A .‘».A“I g e 1\":‘d( s S, ad 1tos It 108 me'\ic"lnr":: . .‘,‘aé’,cf -.if‘,uio tr“ibu-
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gura, la frente sombriamente serena, apoyando sus del nat el t arc Ering .
brazos en los hombros ds lso mas fieles de sus - Sobre e .4 »
s> g , espiritus tranquilos que han alumbrado g, 1a : g R i i e e e M ~
con su intelige 1a la archa de la revolucion, como Patria! V 2t va " a4 a ALCORTE AUTOMOM
los genios de la esperanza y del porvenir Todos sante al re - and ¢ VICE
evocando con el aliento y el coraz s la republica y entes de ( M » Yy 4 COMPLETA | \ | ( DE
¥ 2/ ' i i 1Al »
a la libertad A )arez,la desgracia no habia po- antas vd A ~ "‘"LL:L MO JRES *1 A ]
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reserva dig A : b A eido que aqu- (J ut es de Se avecinan momentos inclvidables, Tauro l I L -
el miserable suelo era g O 8 ro de sus do- ibertad se . p = Y Sucederdn cosas en las cuales usted a lo
. d ; mejor, a veces sofiaba, pero que crela
nanios LVesde i 1 e le to ) acil al, Atra S ¢ ¢ ¢ A ) i ( ) completamente imposibles de convertir en I
Senteanciaba a ha . werte v esperaba la hora b ! e realidad. Sentimentalmente hablando, éste § . CARBURETORS-
ol ey es un periodo de profundas emociones y C’" ¥ s
que sonaria al fin en el reloj del destino, ‘en que el mentido de vues S S es grandes alegrias. Lo que parecia dudoso xMOTOR TUNE U:
pueblo renaciera de aquel sopor de muerte que le ale- pada venced SUus es a es : CO"V""" en ‘0"'0061 0:".40'0 Su tra ( ; BRAKE WORK \I
‘ jo, oficio o profesién toma un nuevo p -i‘“@
targaba. Cuando todo est sucedia, en el ultimo pal- 1 $ altares de la pa R s rumbo, tan inesperado como satisfactorio —
mo de tierra que quedaba para la R blica, ¢ 1 - juerida, d le se ¢ ¢ Relaciones que parecian haberse enfriado Y017 A : UR
- : : " tienden a ser més chlidas (no necesaria ‘ \WE A : B OC <
8 8 ¢ B S SELIe mente las relaciones amorosas, sino tam COMPLE E
a4 ¢ ¢ ¢ da ¢ s ¢ bién las de amistad o familiares). Una per
ik _ _ i sona joven, posiblemente de la familia, le T AUTO SERVI(E (ENIER
aniversari ae tus | esas Y g Q¢ dard una gran preocupacién y, més ade
tus hif®s, & , lante, une gren slogris. plgosgue se hoble ® TRANSMISSION SERY ® MUFFLERS & TAIE PIPE
1 : | perdido se recuperard, y algo que se Babia ® AUTO AIR CO ‘ , —y
QUE VIVA MEXICO ’ momentdneamente olvidado, se recordard CONDITIONING ® BRAKE SERVICE
QUE VIVAN NUESTRO HEROES. con mt'orlvs'dod Nuestro :;:nlo Decidase ® WHEEL ALIGNING ® ENGINE TUNING & REBUILDING
. aenae s . : = a ser feliz y vivir como desea
QUE VIVA EL CHICANISMO;
QUE VIVA LA LIBERTAD.
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JUAN CORTEZ
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MATEOS

MEN AND WOMEN

$1.
Caprock

ULEEOOK, TEAS
AND ASSOCIATES

00 Discount when ask for
JIMMY BRISENO JR.

BOTH AND BOSTON
CAPROCK CENTER
LUBBOCK, TEXAS

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL
789 .3059

HAIR DESIGNING

Sebring

P ———————————

PINTO BEANS
FOR SALE

20¢ Pound
call

R. B. TODD
. PRODUCE
\) 763.5296

‘/ impieza y Reparaci
’ de Bayanderes

de carre, treca y de
tede tamame.

y ‘/ yengs a
- BEEVERS
09R Ave. N 744 O8O0

FATCH REPAIR

19D WATRCA FPLIANCED
QOMING RARNITURE 0808

MAC'S WATCH

REPAIR
W e 0 Lubbock, Tex

———1
For job Inforustien With

Clity of Lubbeck
CALL
762-32444

An' Bgual Qpperduniny

-y

' pair. work andk Car-

Car & Furniture 1
Upholstery
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

MODERN STUDIO

N. University

CUSTOM CABINET
BUILDING
and Remodeling re-

2D

FLORES GULF BATTERY
AND ELECTRIC
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INSTALACION DE ORGANIZACION DE MUJER!} [INUADO
o sea el juramento de cada una de Bank'", patrocinado por la bien cono
las nuevas oficiales, fue dirijido cjda organizacion de SER. Ella dio
por la presidenta, la Sra. Eva Ramli yp corto, sin embargo, inspirador e
rez. Cada una en su turno, con la alentador discurso. Concluyo por in
excepcion de la Sta. Maria Reyes, vitarles,a las personas presentes,
quien se encontraba en la Cd de San 4 stender una conferencia de mujeres

Antonio, atendiendo una conferencia Mexico-Americanas, que se lievara a

estatal de profesores bi-lingues ( cabo-en su Cd. de Austin, Texas, en
(Texas Association of Bilingual Tea ¢] futuro.
chers), ya que ella suele ser Presi Tambien estubo en atendencia el Sr.
dente de la organizacjon local, pro Hector de Leon, Director de COMA (Co
metio tratar de hacter todo lo posi- merciantes Organizados Mexico-Ameri-
ble requerido, para destacar sus de canos), quien les felicito por haber
veres como0 oficial de dicha organi- dado tan significativo paso, y les
zacion. deseo toda clase de exitos asi como
La oradora de honor durante este o] respaldo de la organizacion de
evento fue la Sra. Amalia Mendoza, COMA .
D a del programa titulado''Job
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I RMWORKER' YTATEMEN']

CON1 UED

1976, by which time we were to be out El
Cuhamil, Those demands were imposed,
not negotiated and there was never any
agreement, either written or oral,by the
T.F.W. to concede to those demands. This
is an 1important point to bring out in
view of later attacks from the Harring-
ton faction, claiming that the T.F.W..
broke the agreement.

Members of the Texas Farmworkers Un-
fon unanimously decided to remain El
Cuhamil wuntil a mutually acceptable a-
greement could be reached with more reas
onable representatives of the U.F.W.than
the Harringtons.Under continuing threats
of court action from the Harrington fact-~
ion, the T.F.W. held a press conference
on March 29, in which it was pointed out
that the Harrington faction had produced
no legitimate credentials to substan-
tiate their claim to be acting as offic-
ial representatives of the U.F.W.Further
more, it was stated that the official
position of the T.F.W. is that 1t will
not leave El Cuhamil until it is pres-
ented with a court order, proving that
the Harringtons have received written
authorization from Cesar Chavez to carry
out their eviction efforts.

The Texas Farmworkers Union does not
and will never take a stand against the
United Farmworkers Union. The T.F.W.
has, in fact, asked for independent aff-
iliation to the U.F.W. (no reply was
ever received to this request). The
struggle of workers is one and the same,
wherever they may be; and we are all
brothers in that struggle. However, the
Texas Farmworker Union does denounce

the cheap political moves of an isolated
group of ambitious individuals in the
Rio Grande Valley f Texas, who would
seek to use the same union-busting tac-

tics against the T.F.W. which have trad-
itionally been utilized by the grower--
court alliance.
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LATIONS AND REPAIRS AND
ALL DRAIN AND SEWER SERVICES WITH THIS COU

PARTICIPAN EN CONFERENCIA

DE MUJERES EN LA UNIVERSIDAD

La Escuela de Asuntos Publicos,
(Lyndon B. Johnson School of Pub-
lic Affairs), de la Universidad de
Texas, ubicada en Austin, Texas pa
trocino una conferencia de mujeres
(estudiantiles y profesionales), re
cientemente en la Unviersidad de
Texas Tech, aqui en esta ciudad de
Lubbock, Texas.

El proposito de esta fue para di
scutir y tratar de encontrar una
respuesta, concreta y acceptable a
las numerosas preguntas y comenta-
rios de la mujer de hoy en dia, en
referencia a su posicion en la so-
ciedad presente. Algunos de los
temas discutidos en una serie de
"work shops', que son de suma im-
portancia, tanto para la mujer, co-
mo el mundo en general son los si-
guientes: "El proceso Politico'",'La
Mujer y la Salud", '"La Familia y la
Mujer'", "Asuntos Financiales'" y ul-
t imamente, "Empleo y la Mujer".

La Sra. Sandra Chadis, y la Sta.
Maria Ochoa, ambas miembras de la
nueva organizacion de Mujeres Pro-
fesionales Mexico-Americanas (Asso-
ciation of Mexican-American Women),
fueron las delegada oficiales a di-
cho evento. Ambas hembras, estubie-
ron a cargo de, y encabezaron la se . . .

sion titulada "Empleo y la Mujer'. e T npe—
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-@-FW. SIATEMENT <

We the Texas Farmworkers want to
clarify certain basic points as to why
we are not able to leave the 10 acres
and follow the demands of the pecple
who have not proven to us to be legiti-
mate representatives of the United-
Farm Workers Union of the National Farm
Workers' Service Center. Any legitimate
representative of the National Farm
Workers' Service Center would have to
have writtencredentials from the Service
Center Director 1in California to do
business in Texas, such as the creden-
tials held by the previous Director of
the Valley Service Center.

If they are legitimate representa-
tives of the U.F.W., we think that they
must have written authorization from
Cesar Chavez and the UFW Board of
Directors. Futhermore, we have obtained
several hundred signatures on a peti-
tion, wmost of which represent members
of the United Farm Workers Union,claim-
ing the rights to the ten acres as
Harrington's clique. We hope that
through the intervention of the courts
ve can learn these things: If El Cuhamil
was donated to a small, select group
(the Californians anointed by Chavez),
or if it was donated for the benefit of
farm workers in general; or {f it is
purely a move by the Harrington faction.

We know that this is a painful. step,
but a necessary one to avoid future mis-
takes committed in the name of the farm
workers' cause. We also know that the
best judge is time-the future will tell
vhether we were right or wrong in figh-
ting for what ywe think 1is just. We

207 N. Universiny

'..‘.l.l y Meparames TV. de color

o Blanco y Negre Reparamos Radies
Y. Tapes, Visitenos

763-6206 Rubhock
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Yard Sale

[RAJES DE HOMBRE CAMISAS
PANTALONES, Y MUCHOS OTROS
ARTICULOS

SABADO DESPUES DE LAS 12
DEL DIA,

2711 CLOVIS ROAD

.

1005 IDALOU RD.

=

MARTINEZ MOTORS

T63-7784

Donde Su Crédito
Es Siempre Bueno

hope that 1in the future justice and
peace will be with all of us.

BACKGROUND ON PROBLEM

On December 10, 1975, a small group
of people claiming to be representatives
of the United Farmworkers Union launched
a campaign intended to force the Texas
Farmworkers Union to vacate their offi-
ces in the building nicknamed"g1 Cuhamil
(located in the Rio Grande Valley of
Texas). This eviction effort has been
orchestrated--at times openly, and at
times from behind-the-scenes--by the Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union Attorney
James Harrington and his wife Rebecca, a
professional social worker. Despite re-
peated public attacks by these so-called
U.F.W. representatives, the Texas Farm-
workers Union has preferred to say as
little as possible up to this time. Our
virtual silence has been due to a com-
cern for the harm which could befall the
fafmworker movement in
sult of the adverse and devisive nature
of the publicity which the Harrington
faction has been propagating...publicity
which can only help the enemies of the

general as a re-

farmworker. That 1is to say, we did not
wvant to "feed the fire." However, now
that the Harrington faction has threat-
ened to take the matter into court, we
feel that we must speak out.

The building in question-El Cubami}
was constructed on ten acres donated by
the Catholic Chruch for the benefit of
local farmworkers. Antonio )rendain,
at that time Secretary
United Farmworkers Union,
efforts whic
tiocn of the land and the necessary build-

Treasurer of the
initiated the
h resulted in both the dona-
ing materials. El1 Cuhamil was built,
over a4 two-year period, through the

ountary eftfort and sacrifice f local
majority f whot
(including the director of nstructior
Hipolito Rosel) are now members of the

farmworkers--the great

[exas Farmworkers

ential {irony of the whole affair i{s that
the Harringtons, who arrived after El
Cuhamil was already built, are now at-

tempting to kick the farmworkers out of
the building which they constrdbted with
their own hands.

The background to
in the summer of 1975. In
May ot '75, Antonio Orendain and a small
group of organizers, under the auspices
of the United Farmworkers Union, declar-
ed a general strike against the melon
harvest. By early June, more then 3000
workers had joined the strike--the work
stoppage was virtually complete. This,
was when a local grower opened fire,

this confronta-
tion begins

without warning, on a group of strikers,
woynding. eleven. Shortly afterward, the
Sécretary-Treasurer of the U.F.W., Gil
Padilla, flew into the Rio Grande Valley
to survey the situation. When interview-
ed by a local television reproter,he ex-

Leader- ANTONIO ORENDAIN

maintained
summer.,and enlarged to a statewide basis
fields in West and North

T.F.W.

strike was throughout the

hitting melon

lexas.

By August, a seriuos problem had
eveloped regarding the financial status

the lexas strike. Official U.F.W.
policy is that all monies collected a
cross the country must be channeled dir-
ectly to the California headquarters.
That office then decides how the money

shall be apportioned among the various
U.F and organzing committees

W, ffices

(such as the Texas group under Orendain)

However, the money being raised for the
Texas strikers was channeled through the
Ric rande Valley office because of:
(1) the mmediate need of the money in
order t« istain the strike (2) the warne
ing by Padilla that the U.F.W. would not
finance the melon strike (it was feared
that if the Texas money was sent to the
1lifor office, it would not be sent

k: and the melon strike would be fore
ced t ; grinding halt).

receiving informal

In August, we
notifications

that if we persisted in administering

the funds which we raised, there could
les mplications for Our law-
3 than advised us that the best thing
for us to do would be t0o incorporate un-
der the Texas laws as a separate entity.

another reason for the
separation, which 1involves the former
Texas Director of the U.F.W. boycott--
Bill Chandler. In late July, Chandler
began circulating letter
(copy enclosed) in an obvicus effort to
discredit the Texas strike and cut off
support for the melon strikers. One of

There was

a slanderous

LR R B R

Chandler's close friend is Harry Hubbard
the President of the Texas AFL-CIO. In
the August {ssue of the official Texas
AFL-CIO newsletter (copy enclosed),
Hubbard denounced the Texas strikers and
discouraged Texas AFL-CIO members from
supporting the strike. It may well be
that Cesar Chavez neither knew nor ap-
proved of these attacks. Chandler has
since been dismissed from the U.F.W.
However, at the time, the Texas strikers
felt that the U.F.W. was, so the speak,
"showing them to the exit;" thus, the
seperation.

Despite the unhappy nature of the
split,Texas Farmworkers maintained their
traditional support of California farm-
workers and their union--the U.F.W, The
same farmworkers who had built El Cuha-
mil, and who had cleaned the Valley of
scab products by picketing every Satur-
day and Sunday, although now members of
the Texas Farmworkers Union, continued
their picket lines against products boy~
cotted by the U.F.W. throughout the fall
of 1975. It thus came as a shock to us
when, in the first week of December, the
previously mentioned Harrington and his
wife began circulating a petition which
demanded that the T.F.W. immediately ev-
acuate their offices in El Cuhamil. They
later handed the T.F.W. a series of de-
mands--including a deadline of Feb. 15
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