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Probable Cases

341
Confirmed Cases

831
Active Cases

8
Recoveries

1130
Fatalities

34

Parmer County COVID-19 stats as of March 9, 2021

Back row (l-r): Malachi Torres, Angel Carranza, Magdalena Licerio, Giovanny Ponce, Emmanuel Gonza-
lez, Gabriel Rocha, Antonio Vasquez, Diego Escamilla, Cheyenne Correa, Jackie Reyes. Middle Row (l-r):  
Amy Montana, Gabriella Castillo, Charlie Herring, Jennyfer Munoz, Pamela Cardona. Front Row (l-r):  
Kasey Vargas, Lluvia Reyes, Esperanza Santiago, Reagan Daniels, Ellie Galaviz, Gia Elizalde, Andres Pi-
ñon, Anahi Villa. 

The Friona High School 
Choir recently had 22 solo-
ists and 3 ensembles com-
pete at Contest. Twelve of 
the soloists received a “1” 
rating on their solos and 

will be competing at State 
in May. The soloists are: 
Malachi Torres, Angel Car-
ranza, Magdalena Licerio, 
Emmannuel Gonzalez, 
Amy Montana, Gabriella 

Castillo, Charlie Herring, 
Ellie Galaviz, Reagan Dan-
iels, Gia Elizalde, Andres 
Pinon, and Anahi Villa. The 
Ensemble consisting of An-
gel Carranza, Emmanuel 

Gonzalez, Giovanny Ponce, 
and Antonio Vasquez also 
received a “1” and will 
compete at State. Congrat-
ulations to all and good 
luck at State!

Choir members sing their way to State

Commissioners purchase equipment
The Parmer County Commissioners 

Court met in regular session on Monday, 
March 8, 2021 at 10 a.m. in the County 
Courtroom of the Parmer County Court-
house in Farwell, Texas. The meeting 
began with prayer and the Pledge of Al-
legiance to the American Flag and Texas 
Flag.

 There were no public comments. Min-
utes from the February 22nd meeting 
were read and approved. Commissioners 
approved the payment of the accounts 
payables as presented by County Trea-
surer Sharon May. The Treasurer’s Report 
was also approved. 

Judge Ellis said that masks are still re-
quired when conducting business inside 
the Courthouse. 

Commissioners heard a Collections 
Report by Blake Newton from Perdue, 

Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott con-
cerning delinquent taxes. The county has 
received 97.5% of taxes that are due. 

A request for a water line to run down 
a county road easement was denied. 
Commissioners stated that they had no 
problem with lines crossing underneath 
roads, but lines running down barrow 
ditches could be a hindrance in the main-
tenance of the ditches by county workers. 

Approval was given for the purchase of 
a used (2017) Wheel Loader for Precinct 
4 and the purchase of a new 2021 Road 
Grader for Precinct 3. The Road Grader 
purchase is part of the 5-year buyback 
program that the county utilizes to save 
money on grader purchases for all its 
precincts.  

Sheriff Randy Geries reported that he 
was currently housing 22 inmates in the 

Parmer County Law Enforcement Center. 
Five of the inmates are from Deaf Smith 
County. The new phone system for the 
Courthouse and Law Enforcement Cen-
ter is being installed. The Sheriff’s Office 
will be the first to get updated since new 
Cat 6 wiring will be needed in a couple of 
areas of the building. 

The FM 145 Bridge Project began on 
Monday, March 8. Completion date is 
expected for Fall 2021. See page 9 for de-
tails.  

The next scheduled Commissioners 
Court meeting is Monday, March 22nd. 

All meetings are open to the public. 
The agenda may be found on the Par-
mer County website. Information in this 
article is only a summary. Any questions 
concerning specific actions should be di-
rected to the Commissioners Court.

The Friona City Council 
met in regular session on 
Monday, February 8, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m. in the City Coun-
cil Chambers at 619 Main in 
Friona, Texas. The meeting 
began with a roll call, an in-
vocation, and the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

The Council heard an up-
date from Fire Chief Danny 
Campbell concerning the 
operational status of certain 
fire fighting equipment. 

Mayor Ricky White read 
a proclamation declaring 
March as “Friona Business 
Month” and recognized lo-
cal business including H&R 
Block, Creative Chaos, Par-
mer Medical Center, Camp-
bell Electric, Tyler Gun 
Works, and Bermea Con-
struction. 

Since each of the three 
candidates for City Council 
were unopposed, and with 
no Proposition appearing 
on the ballot, approval was 
given to the resolution to 
rescind the order calling for 
an election to be held on 
May 1, 2021. The resolution 
also declared that Bruce 
Fleming, Jeff Stowers, and 
Alan Monroe were elected 
to office. 

Approval was also given 
to appoint election officials, 
set rate of pay and number 

of clerks for polling place, 
and designate the early vot-
ing ballot board for the May 
1, 2021 Friona School Board 
Election. 

Consideration and action 
on the Agriculture Lease 
Agreement with Wade 
Schueler for S/2 of Section 
29, Township 1 North, Range 
4 East owned by the City of 
Friona was tabled until the 
next Council meeting. 

Minutes of the February 8, 
2021 were reviewed and ap-
proved. The Accounts Pay-
able for February 2021 and 
the Financial Statement for 
February 2021 were also ap-
proved.

A transfer of $226,419 
from the pool bank account 
to the Capital Improvement 
Fund for 2020-21 Budget 
balance transfers was also 
approved. 

A resolution denying 
Southwestern Public Ser-
vice Company’s proposed 
rate increase request related 
to its Statement of Intent 
submitted on February 8, 
2021 was approved. 

Police Chief Isidro 
Jimenez presented a de-
partmental report and the 
Friona Police Department’s 
2020 Racial Profiling Report. 
Both reports were approved. 

Continued on Page 3.

City election is rescinded

Mighty Chieftain Band wins Sweepstakes Award

Congratulations to the FHS Band. They earned a Superior Rating (1) in both the Concert portion and in the Sight-Reading portion of Contest this past week. 
The Sweepstakes Award is award to those bands who receive a “1” in both categories.
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  1  TXism “never ____
      eyes on it”
  5  in Tarrant County
      on highway 199
  6  burrowing rodent
  7  West TX climate
  8  name of several 
      businesses in the 
      Waco-Austin area:
      “___-Tex”
  9  TX Charley Pride’s
      “My Eyes Can Only
      See __  ___  __ You”
16  TXism: “useless as
      a saddle on _  ___”
18  TXism: “if it ain’t
      true, _____  ____
      a cow in Texas”
21  Gov. Hogg’s
      daughter (init.)
22  golf ball peg (2 wds.)
23  ___ Grande
24  many Texans have
      had to _____  _
      COVID vaccine
30  time off when you
      are ill (2 wds.)
34  not morning (abbr.)
35  many Texas cities
      use the council-
      manager ____  __
      government
36  dog’s wagger
37  this Chiles once
      owned the Texas
      Rangers team
39  preacher’s job
      (2 wds.)
43  workplace outfits
44  hit by TX-born Sly
      Stone: “_____  __
      the Music”
45  TXism: “up __ snuff”

  1  Port ______, TX
  2  volcanic islands
      in the Atlantic
  3  birth state of
      noted TX rancher
      Charles Goodnight
  4  property document
  9  TXism: “chompin’
      __ the bit”
10  these look like
      onions
11  fancy word for
      “celebration”
12  ____ of expertise

46  these powers fought 
      the Allies in WWII
47  TXism: “_____  __ a
      calf crying for mama”
49  TXism:”got as much
      chance as a _____  __
      a packing plant”
52  Texas ___-Step
53  univ. in Lawrence, KS
54  TX-born aviator: Wiley
      _____man Post
55  College in Corsicana

58  TVs once
      had these
59  he took TX
      Foreman’s title
      in 1974
60  this technical
      institute had five
      Texas campuses
      before it closed
61  19th gov. _  _ Ross

13  Pecos is the
      seat of this county
14  Groveton H.S. class
15  respectful word for
      a man
17  in Gregg County
      on U.S.80
19  TXism: “___  __  __
      the bud” (stop)
20  TXism: “he’s a good
      man not __  ____
      with” (mean)
24  in 1901, Capt. _  _
      Lucas helped drill
      first Spindletop well
25  surprise exclamation
26  TXism: “mad as _
      ___-eyed cow”
27  “_  _____ what I said”

28  “on a need-__
      ____ basis”
29  largest federation
      of unions in U.S.
31  TX Bonnie & Clyde
      always used a
      getaway ___
32  Basinger of 1986
      “No Mercy” with
      TX Bruce McGill

33  Mexican “Edward”
38  “The Chicks” name
      once had this word
40  TXism: “does a fat
      man sweat?”
41  pigpen
42  some medicine is
      considered to be
      ___  _____ forming
48  scuttled
50  TXism: “plain as the
      ____ on a mule” 
51  make a mistake
56  TXism: “he couldn’t
      drive _  ____ into a
      snow bank” (inept)
57  Chevy hybrids
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Thursday at 208 E. 11th in Friona Texas, 79035. Post-
master: send address changes to Friona Star, P.O. Box 
789, Friona, Texas 79035. Periodicals postage paid at 
Friona, Texas.
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solution on page 3

by Ricky WhiteMayor’s Minutes

STAFF:
Clint Mears • Executive Editor
Holly Campbell • Associate Editor
Nathan Parson • Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero • Accounting

Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

March 11
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

March 14
• Daylight Saving Time begins

March 15
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center
• Friona Noon Lions Club meeting at The Farmwife Kitchen

March 17
• St. Patrick’s Day

March 18
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

March 22
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

March 23
• Snack Pack for Kids at Friona United Methodist 
Church at 3 p.m. (volunteers welcome)

March 25
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in the Senior Citizens Center

U.S. Government
President: Joseph R. Biden, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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In Parmer County:  $30 per year
Out of Parmer County:  $40 per year

Friona Star Subscriptions
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Call 806-250-2211 for more information

Wash your hands
Stay 6 feet away
Wear your mask

Stay at home if sick
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Campbell Electric - Stephen, Debra & Josh Campbell

H&R Block - Marla Hart

Creative Chaos - David & Adriana Woods 

Parmer Medical Center - Gayla Quillin

Governor Abbot issued an Executive 
Order (GA-34) on March 2, 2021 in Lub-
bock, lifting the mask mandate in Texas 
and increasing capacity of all businesses 
and facilities in the state 100%. However, 
businesses are able to limit their capacity 
or implement additional safety protocols 
at their discretion. With that said, each 
of us have control of our own personal 
safety. COVID-19 has not disappeared, 
but with vaccines, COVID-19 cases have 
declined. Currently, Parmer Medical 
Center has injected approximately 1100, 
1st round vaccines and 800, 2nd round 
vaccines. People can still contract the vi-
rus and I want to encourage everyone to 
continue to follow safe practices learned 
this past year. Please stay safe. 

The City had several water leaks pop 
after the last cold spell. Anytime the tem-
perature falls below freezing for several 
days followed by a sudden rise in tem-

perature, there are going to be leaks. 
There was a major water leak on 10th & 
Summit following the snow storm and 
other water leaks at the RV Park, Boys 
Scout Hut, and around town. The Pub-
lic Works Department handled all of our 
leaks quickly and worked hard to prevent 
any water damage. 

The City will partner with the Friona 
Cemetery Association to pave a park-
ing lot beside the Chapel and pathways 
inside the cemetery. The work will be 
performed by Bermea Construction. 
This will be a great improvement to the 
cemetery. 

During the month of February, the 
Friona Volunteer Fire Department re-
sponded to 3 calls as follows: February 4, 
2021 – Oven fire at Lowe’s grocery store. 
Eight firemen responded to the call and 
2 trucks were sent to the location. Feb-
ruary 24, 2021 – Mutual aid on a grass 

fire. Nine firemen responded as well as 
3 trucks sent to the location. February 
26, 2021 – Dumpster Fire. 4 firemen re-
sponded to the call and one truck was 
sent to the location. 

Emergency Medical Services had a 
total of 23 runs in February. Of those 
dispatched: 12 were results of 911 calls, 
6 were no transport 911s, 1 fire standby, 
and 4 standby/COVID shots. 

Friona Public Library was open 16 
days in February, with a daily average of 
19 in-person patrons and 305 electronic 
visits. The department also welcomed 4 
new patrons and 31 new items added to 
their wide selection. It was a busy month 
at the library as 305 items were circu-
lated. With the final stages of the Library 
Bookshop being worked on, we are ex-
cited to see how this extension will help 
the library reach out to our community. 

Your Mayor

March is Friona Business Month
“We recognize these business and also thank our entire business community for 

helping make Friona a great place to live and work.” - Mayor Ricky White
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From the Friona Star Archives

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County Clerk’s 
Office from February 25, 2020 to March 4, 2021

Susie Spring, County Clerk
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Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day
     You won’t see me, but I’ll be part of all the fun 
and festivities for St. Patrick’s Day. I love the Irish 
dancers and music of the harpists, bagpipers, 
fiddlers and drummers. I follow the floats and bands
in the parades. I even pop into a few homes to taste
the family’s special treats and meals like corned beef 
and cabbage. You can look for me if you want...I’m 
the knee-high guy wearing green and holding a 4-leaf 
shamrock. Meanwhile, fill in my puzzle about 
Ireland and celebrating St. Patrick’s Day.  

Dublin

starvation

paradesmusic

dances

green 13

14

15St. Patrick ... 
1. was brought to Ireland as a
    slave; he escaped and went back
    years later to teach about Christianity
2. has many Irish boys named after him
3. is a symbol of the Irish “spirit”

1.    T       F

2.   T        F

3.   T        F

True or 
 False?

•  ________ is a beautiful “Emerald” ________ in the Atlantic Ocean.
    It is west of England, separated by the Irish Sea.
•  The capital and largest city in Ireland is called ________.
•  In the mid-1800s, an important crop suffered terrible blight,
    causing what is now called the “Great________ Famine.”
•  To escape ________, about one and a half ________ people 
    left Ireland, sailing in ________to get to America.
•  Most arrived in large cities and took jobs in ________.
•  Today in America, the Irish people share their 
    joy of  ________ and ________, like the Irish jig,
    with everyone else on St. Patrick’s Day.
•  People like to wear something that is ________.
•  You might hear a story about how lucky it is to find
    a four-leaf ________ or to catch a ________.
•  Some cities dye a river or the water in a fountain
    green and people line the streets to watch ________.
•  Everyone can enjoy an Irish-American dinner of corned beef and ________.
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According to legend, what did St. Patrick drive out of Ireland? Use the color key to find out:    G = Green  Y = YellowSt. Patrick’s Feat
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Upon Catching a Leprechaun!
     Leprechauns are found in Irish ________ and legends. They are wee folk 
who wear ________ and work hard at making ________. That may be because  
they love ________. The fiddle and harp are ________ to their ears! They like 
playing ________.  It is said that they store their ________ in a pot at the end 
of a ________.  If a person catches a leprechaun, he or she may have a few 
________ granted. If they take their eye off the leprechaun, he will ________.
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We don’t have to be Irish to join... ...in fun and festivities with friends. 

(2/25/21) Donna Beth Strickland — Justin Don Lide — The 
SW 1/4 of Sec 12 Township 7 S R 2 E of a Capitol Syndicate Sub-
div in Parmer County, The NW 1/4 of Sec 12 Township 7 S R 
2 E of a Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer County, A 2.92 Ac 
tract out of the NW part of Sec 13 Township 7 S R 2 E in Parmer 
County 

(3/1/21) Justin Lide — SD Farms — A 288.73 Ac tract of land 
out of Sec 12 Township 7 S R 2 E of Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in 
Parmer County and Vol 137 Pg 296 and Vol 109 Pg 467 in Parmer 
County 

(3/1/21) Christopher Anthony Cortez — Child Support Office 
— See Doc. 

(3/2/21) Bovina Church of Christ — Luke Steelman, Evange-
lina Casas Steelman — Lots 1, 2, and 3 Blk 44 of the Original 
Town of Bovina and Vol 2 Pg 69 in Parmer County

 (3/2/21) Rickey Rector, Kathryn Rector — Jim Fischbacher — 
All that certain lot tract of parcel of land lying and being situated 
in Parmer County A 6.58 Ac tract out of corner of the S/2 of Sec 
25 Township 3 S R 3 E of a Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer 
County and Vol 3 Pg 558 

(3/3/21) Jeff Actkinson, Robbi Actkinson — Hadley Bunch, 
Morgan Bunch — A tract of land out of the W part of L 32 Blk 27 
of the Original Town of Farwell in Parmer County

PETITION SIGNED…Parmer County Commu-
nity hospital board members, Dr. Dale Schueler, 
standing left, and Wendell Gresham, seated left, 
watch as longtime Friona resident Eufaula signs 
a petition to create a hospital district for the local 
hospital. Also looking on are Alan Monroe, presi-
dent of the Friona Chamber of Commerce and his 
son Kelby, three. (Friona Star, Saturday, March 9, 
1991)

(3/1/21) Juan Melendez, 30, of Dallas was arrested by the Fri-
ona Police Department on a charge of Possession of Marijuana 
< 2 oz, pending County Court 

(3/3/21) Matilda Pando, 24, of Hereford was arrested by the 
Department of Pubic Safety on a charge of Possession of Mari-
juana < 2 oz, pending County Court 

(3/3/21) Anthony Mendoza, 35, of Hereford was arrested by 
the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office on Violation of Parole (Pos-
session CS PG1 < 1 g), pending District Court. 

(3/4/21) Jose Juarez, 20, of Friona was arrested by the Friona 
Police Department on a charge of DWI, pending County Court. 

(3/5/21) Jesus Moreno, Jr., 43, of Hobbs, New Mexico was ar-
rested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office for a FTA (Evading 
Arrest w/Vehicle) and Bail Jumping, pending District Court.

St. Teresa’s Catholic Church 
is hosting its Annual Mexican 
Dinner on Sunday, March 
14th from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. in the Parish Hall. Dona-
tions are $12 for adults and $6 
for children under 10 years of 
age. The meal will consist of 
enchiladas, tacos, rice, beans, 
chips & salsa, dessert, tea, and 
coffee. Take-out plates will be 

available. To order, call Beth 
Davila at (806) 240-2334 or 
Santa Avila at (806) 433-8213. 
Please come and fellowship 
and enjoy a delicious meal.

«««
The Prairie Acres “Resident 

of Month” for March is Frankie 
Lindeman. The March “Em-
ployee of the Month” is Karina 
Loera. Karina works in the 

nursing department and has 
worked at Prairie Acres since 
January of 2019. Congratula-
tions to both!

«««
Don’t forget to “spring for-

ward” this weekend as we 
transform into Daylight Sav-
ing Time.

«««
Hold on to your love han-

dles, March 14th is Pi day. 
Do you know the difference 
between pi and pie? Appar-
ently, pi r squared and pies 
be round. Do the math. If you 
cut a pie in thirds and then 
eat 3 pieces, how many pieces 
are left for your friends. If you 
have no friends, your are in 
great shape except for the fact 
that you just ate three pieces 
of pie.

National Pi Day recognizes 
the mathematical constant 
π. Also known as pi, the first 

three and most recognized 
digits are 3.14. Consequently, 
after eating 3.14 pies you are 
twice the person you used 
to be using the formula UR-
squared.

Pi is the ratio between the 
circumference of a circle and 
its diameter. Pie is the ratio 
of the pan diameter and the 
circumference of your waist-
line. Mathematicians such 
as Archimedes, Fibonacci, 
François Viète, Adriaan van 
Roomen, and Gottfried Wil-
helm Leibniz all calculated pi 
by various methods. 

Betty Crocker calculated 
pie by using numerous ingre-
dients. My granddad said he 
only liked two kinds of pie. 
Hot pie and cold pie.

Don’t worry if all this pi/pie 
talk has you worn out. Mon-
day is National Napping Day. 
Try the California King.

March 11:
Worship of Tools Day

March 12:
Girl Scout Day

March 13:
K9 Veterans Day

March 14: Pi Day
March 15:

Napping Day
March 16: Panda Day

March 17:
St. Patrick’s Day

National Days

Continued from Page 1
The City Council approved an ordinance which would amend 

the City of Friona, Texas Code of Ordinances. The amendment 
sets rules, regulations, and requirements related to the prohibi-
tion of parking large vehicles on city streets; provides a penalty 
for violating such ordinance; and provides an effective date for 
the ordinance. The Council indicated that there would be a “grace 
period” involved while implementing the new policies. 

The City Manager was authorized to solicit bids for a tract of 
land in the NW 1/4 Section 1, T3S R3E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivi-
sion in Parmer County, Texas. 

The Council approved a construction project partnership with 
the Friona Cemetery Association. The Parking Lot Project at the 
cemetery will be built by Bermea Construction. 

All meetings are open to the public. Visit cityoffriona.com to 
find agendas and minutes from previous meetings. Information 
in this article is only a summary. Any questions concerning spe-
cific actions should be directed to the City Council.

City election is rescinded
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March 11
Mason Schueler

Corbin Riethmeyer
Dusty Hansard

Irma Flores

March 12
Amelia Taylor

Justin Boyd
Amy (Geries) Bridges

Justin Grimsley
Mike Mills

Elaine (White) Harmon
Alberta Shephard
Tracy Jamerson

Mercedes Rangel
Jeff Dickson

Karla Chavez

March 13
Sophie Turner

Yvette Williams
Larry Moyer
Brett Hoyle

Holley (Hand) Shelley
Jayson Grimsley
Rainbo Snyder
Tommy Tatum

March 14
Jacob Osborn
Nevaeh Perez

Chloee Whitten
Shantelle Bridges

Rudy Rios
Goldie Harrelson

Adabeth Smith

March 15
Randol Allen

Christian Alexander
Amber Drake

March 16
Glenda Sifford

Amy Hand
Seth Murphree

Robert Tapia
Parker Reeve Banfield

Morgan Fury
Belinda Gatlin
Michael Reed

March 17
Delwin Allen
Frankie Allen

Mendon Dixon
Matt Mata

Gabriela Benavides
Geraldine Redwine
Amanda Boeckman

Small Town Cookin’ By Jeri Lynn White Happy Birthday
Friona Folks

OPEC forces prices higher
By GasBuddy

National Meatball Day

Texas gas prices have risen 7.7 cents per gallon in the past 
week, averaging $2.50 per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. Gas prices in Texas are 
34.7 cents per gallon higher than a month ago and stand 41.3 
cents per gallon higher than a year ago. 

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station 
in Texas is priced at $1.95 while the most expensive is $3.19 
per gallon. The national average price of gasoline has risen 3.4 
cents in the last week, averaging $2.77 per gallon. The nation-
al average is up 29.8 cents per gallon from a month ago and 
stands 41.1 cents per gallon higher than a year ago.

“OPEC surprised oil markets last week by extending oil pro-
duction cuts for another month, ignoring the resurgence in 
global demand as economies recover from COVID-19. Mar-
kets responded by pushing oil prices up some 12%. As a result, 
motorists should prepare for further gas price increases in the 
weeks and potentially months ahead, with a $3 per gallon na-
tional average potentially less than a month away,” said Pat-
rick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy. 

“At the start of this year, it was somewhat outlandish to pre-
dict a $3 per gallon national average for the summer driving 
season, but thanks to the speed of recovery from the pan-
demic pushing demand higher and OPEC’s reluctance to raise 
oil production, we’re on the cusp of making that a reality. It’s 
extremely frustrating as a consumer to feel helpless as prices 
soar and as millions remain unemployed, so the only advice 
I can offer consumers is prepare for further increases, and to 
mitigate rising prices, shop around for the low prices every 
time you need to refuel. I’m hopeful OPEC will see the error in 
their ways at next month’s meeting, but with demand exceed-
ing supply, the longer the imbalance continues, the longer it 
will take for any rise in oil production to offset it.” 

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and the 
only source for station-level data spanning nearly two decades. 
GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 times every day from the most 
diverse list of sources covering nearly 150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most comprehensive and up-to-date in the country. 
GasBuddy data is accessible at http://FuelInsights.GasBuddy.
com.

This week is National 
Meatball Day. Each year 
it is celebrated on March 
9th. I’ll be honest. My fam-
ily does not eat meatballs 

very often. It’s not because 
we don’t like them, but be-
cause they are labor inten-
sive. I just don’t love them 
enough to take the time to 

make them. Nonetheless, 
I have found a couple of 
recipes I think look good. 
If you are interested, the 
website is worth a visit be-

cause the author provides 
detailed instructions as 
well as other tidbits of in-
formation about making 
meatballs.

Meatball Recipe
www.cookingclassy.com

Ingredients
2 cups (5.2 oz) fresh bread crumbs*
3/4 cup whole milk, then more if needed
1 lb. 85% lean ground beef**
1 lb. ground pork
2 large eggs
1/2 cup finely minced yellow onion***
2 garlic cloves, minced (2 tsp)
2 Tbsp finely chopped fresh basil
2 Tbsp finely chopped fresh parsley
1 Tbsp finely chopped fresh oregano
1 cup finely shredded Parmesan cheese
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
3/4  cup  olive oil,  only if using the fried 

method

Instructions
In a large mixing bowl stir together 

bread crumbs and milk while adding 
more milk 1 Tbsp at a time to moisten 
bread fully. Let rest while you prep ingre-
dients (or at least 5 minutes).

To breadcrumb mixture add beef, 
pork, eggs, onion, garlic, basil, parsley, 
oregano, parmesan and season over top 
of ingredients evenly with salt and pep-
per (I only use 3/4 tsp salt if I plan on us-
ing jar sauce to coat since it can be salty).

Gently toss mixture and break meat 
up with fingertips until ingredients are 
evenly mixed.

Shape mixture with greased hands into 
even size meatballs, about 1 1/4-inches 
each (or about 38g).

Oven Baked Method
Preheat oven to 400 degrees before 

you begin preparing meatballs.
Spray two dark coated non-stick pans 

well with non-stick cooking spray (see 
note 4), or brush with olive oil.

Place formed meatballs on baking 
sheets, fitting about 20 per each and 
spacing evenly apart. Bake in upper 
and lower third of oven 10 minutes. 

Remove and turn meatballs if 
browned already on bottom (use a thin 
metal spatula to scrape from baking 
sheet). Transfer pans to opposite racks 
and bake until cooked through, about 8 
- 12 minutes longer (should register 165 
degrees in center of meatballs).

Stir into warmed marinara sauce. 
Simmer on low heat if desired for even 
more tender meatballs (about 10 - 20 
minutes, toss occasionally gently).

Pan Fried Stovetop Method
To pan fry meatballs pour 3/4 cup ol-

ive oil into a 12-inch non-stick skillet, 
heat over medium heat.

Cook meatballs in 3 batches (so 
they aren’t overcrowded) until golden 
brown on bottom, about 4 - 6 minutes. 
Then turn to opposite side and cook op-
posite side until golden brown. Trans-
fer to paper towels to drain.

Transfer meatballs to warmed mari-
nara sauce (see note 5) in a large pot, 

submerge in sauce. Cover and simmer 
over low heat until meatballs are 165 
degrees in center, gently tossing meat-
balls occasionally, about 15 - 20 min-
utes.

Notes
1. *To make fresh bread crumbs tear 

slices of stale hearty bread into pieces 
and place in a food processor, pulse 
mixture to fine crumbs.

2. **You can also use 2/3 lb ground 
veal, 2/3 lb ground beef, 2/3 lb ground 
pork.

3. ***Be sure to chop yellow onion to a 
fine mince, about the size of the minced 
garlic otherwise it won’t be tender by 
the time meatballs are done cooking.

4. ****Standard light aluminum bak-
ing sheets will work too meatballs just 
won’t brown as much.

5. *****For this amount of meatballs 
you’ll need 2 (24 oz) jars tomato basil 
sauce (such as Rao’s) or 1 recipe mari-
nara sauce. Then you’ll also need about 
16 - 20 oz. spaghetti, cooked to al dente 
according to package instructions.

6. Nutrition estimate based on using 
baked method. Fried method will ab-
sorb some of the oil so calorie and fat 
count will increase. Also nutrition does 
not include pasta or sauce as that will 
vary based on what is used and how 
much is used.

Swedish Meatballs
www.cookingclassy .com

Ingredients
2 oz (about 1 cup)  fresh crustless bread 

crumbs*
1/4  tsp each  nutmeg, allspice, carda-

mom
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
4 1/2 Tbsp butter, divided
2/3 cup finely chopped yellow onion (1/2 

medium)
1 tsp minced garlic (1 clove)
1/4 cup milk
2 large egg yolks
3/4 lb 85% lean ground beef
3/4 lb ground pork
3 1/2 Tbsp all-purpose flour
2 cups low-sodium beef broth
1/3 cup heavy cream
1 tsp Worcestershire sauce
1 Tbsp minced fresh parsley (optional)
Instructions

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line a 
rimmed 18 by 13-inch baking sheet with 

aluminum foil, spray with non-stick 
cooking spray.  Add bread crumbs, nut-
meg, allspice, cardamom, 1 tsp salt (or 
to taste), 1/2 tsp pepper to a large mix-
ing bowl. Pour in milk and toss with a 
fork, let rest while sautéing onions.  Melt 
1 Tbsp butter in a 12-inch skillet over 
medium heat. Add onions and sauté un-
til softened and slightly golden brown, 
about 6 minutes, while adding garlic 
during the last 30 seconds.  Add beef 
and pork to bread crumb mixture along 
with egg yolks and onion mixture. Gently 
toss mixture to evenly distribute ingre-
dients.  Scoop dough out 1 oz at a time 
(using either a medium cookie scoop or 
nearly 2 tbsp each) and shape into balls. 
Transfer to prepared baking sheet spac-
ing evenly apart.  Bake in preheated oven 
until cooked through (center should 
register 160 degrees on an instant read 
thermometer), about 18 - 22 minutes.  

Meanwhile in same skillet used to sauté 
onions melt remaining 3 1/2 Tbsp butter 
over medium-heat. Add flour and cook 
and whisk until golden brown, about 2 - 
3 minutes.  While whisking, slowly pour 
in broth and cream. Add in Worcester-
shire sauce, season with salt and pepper 
to taste.   Bring to a simmer over medi-
um-high heat whisking constantly. For 
a thicker consistency simmer over low 
heat for a few minutes.  Add meatballs 
to warm sauce and toss, sprinkle with 
parsley. Serve warm with egg noodles or 
mashed potatoes and lingonberry jam if 
desired.

Notes
*To make fresh bread crumbs I use day 

or two old fluffy French bread. Remove 
crusts, tear bread into pieces then blitz 
in a food processor until they’re fine 
crumbs.

My thoughts and thoughts of others on 
Covid-19.

If we were really in the middle of a dev-
asting pandemic:

• Wouldn’t we be seeing thousands of 
healthy people dropping dead like 
flies?

• Wouldn’t people of all ages and 
physical condition be equally at risk?

• Wouldn’t there be many more obitu-
aries in local newspapers?

• Because of so many dead, would fu-
neral home be overwhelmed? And if 
so, would there be waiting lines for 
the dead to be prepared for burial 
and interred?

• Wouldn’t hospitals be obviously 
overwhelmed, with no online videos 
of dancing nurses?

• Wouldn’t even “essential business-
es” be too scared to open?

• Wouldn’t we be too scared to go out-
side even for exercise?

• Wouldn’t each of us take the initia-
tive to do more to protect ourselves 
than just wearing a mask of ques-
tionable reliability?

Nobody would question the nar-
rative - it would be obvious for all 
to see. Watch FreedomPlatform.tv/ 
plandemic on the internet.

 
Alan Mowery
Friona

Letter to the Editor



Thursday | March 11, 2021 frionastar@wtrt.net  Friona Star | Page 5

250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Taste of Spring

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Subversive Authority
By Teena Hughs

Praying Out Loud

I continue to study the 
book of John in Community 
Bible Study. It has been an 
awesome study!

In my Bible, the nota-
tion before John 17 is, “The 
Prayer of Jesus”.  In this 
prayer, Jesus prayed for 
three different things:  the 
relationship between the 
Father and the Son; for his 
closest friends, the disci-
ples that had followed Him 
from the beginning of His 
ministry; and, He “prayed 
for everyone who would 
follow Him as a result of the 
disciples’ faithful witness”, 
meaning He was even pray-
ing for you and me!

Question 6 of our Bible 
study notes that, “For John 
to have recorded this prayer, 
Jesus must have prayed it 
out loud.” In her lecture, 
our teaching director talked 
about Jesus praying aloud, 
and she encouraged us to 
try praying out loud. 

I am here by myself with 
two cats, so I decided to ac-
cept her challenge. I prayed 
my usual prayer requests, 
but I was surprised at the 
difference between praying 
out loud and silently. 

First of all, I was so much 
more focused on what I was 
saying, and I didn’t take 
rabbit trails to other things. 
In my silent prayer time, 
when I would drift into 
other things on my mind, I 
would have to make myself 
get back to praying about 
what I originally started 
praying for. Losing focus 
cost me a lot of time. 

I was also surprised at the 
tone of my voice. Our teach-
ing director encouraged us 
to be bold in talking to God, 
and it was much easier than 
I thought it would be to just 
say how I feel about some 
things when I spoke them 
aloud. Praying aloud about 
the things that make me an-
gry, or things where I think 
there is injustice, reflected 
in the tone of my voice. 

The most surprising thing 
about praying aloud is how 
much more emotional it 
was. When I was praying 
for my sick, hurting friends 
and relatives, I just started 
crying. I have cried dur-
ing silent prayer time, but 
not like I did when I prayed 
aloud.   

I have prayed silently a 

couple of times since my 
teaching director’s chal-
lenge, but I do prefer pray-
ing aloud. Like my teaching 
director, I encourage you to 
try praying out loud and see 
what happens. You may not 
see any benefits to it, but 
like me, it may change your 
prayer life in some way.  
Take care and however you 
pray, enjoy your time with 
God. It is time well spent!

It is the makings of a 
movie.  A discontent group 
works for years on end to 
destabilize the country and 
seize control for themselves.  
Their ideology and practice 
are a direct opposite of the 
powers in control and they 
are willing to use any means 
necessary to seize control 
for themselves.  Although 
they appear to be on the 
brink of achieving their goal 

through their wicked ways, 
they can never quite gain 
power, and in the end they 
are squashed and left in 
ruin.   

Such a subversive at-
tempt is fitting for a movie 
plot, but there is a very real 
subversive authority in the 
world today.  This subver-
sive authority is allowed by 
God for a time, and is hard 
at work to undermine and 

The changing of seasons 
can be an exciting time. See-
ing the Robins begin to re-
appear and of course for us, 
wind, wind and more wind. 
Just seems how seasons have 
to change in the Texas Pan-
handle is with wind. How-
ever, it is not all bad, as days 
become longer and warmer, 
life begins to bud as winter 
dormancy is over. I am always 
amazed at this time of year, 
the prepping of the fields for 
a summer of growth and a 
fall of harvest. The displays of 
nature in thunderstorms and 
the overall green up that oc-
curs from trees to grass.

For me and I am sure many 
of you are ready for a new 
season. Last year took its toll 

on our lives in so many ways. 
There are lots of loved ones 
no longer with us because of 
a virus gone crazy. Its time 
for a new start and that tru-
ly is my prayer. Folks have 
been divided and hurt long 
enough, a time of healing and 
renewal is needed.

One thing constant in 
this season of Spring is a re-
minder that there can be new 
life, new beginnings, second 
chances and hope for a bet-
ter future. We are still a few 
weeks away from Easter, 
but I want to encourage you 
to begin to think about the 
significance of an innocent 
death and an empty tomb. 
Jesus would return to Jerusa-
lem one last time at Passover 

and while there according 
to the prophets and the gos-
pel retelling, Jesus would be 
arrested, tried, beaten and 
hung on a cross for the sins of 
the world, not His own. Now 
as we near 2000 years later it 
is this simple message of Je-
sus dying for us that we might 
live that continues to provide 
light in world of darkness.

So, in this season, let your 
mind go back to the cross, go 
back to the empty tomb and 
then remember because of 
all of that you can have a fu-
ture. A future like none other 
and without end. Enjoy this 
season, be thankful, mindful 
and prayerful as you are a day 
closer to a home with God. 
Have a blessed week.
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St. Patrick’s Job

St. Patrick ... 
1. was brought to Ireland as a
    slave; he escaped and went back
    years later to teach about Christianity
2. has many Irish boys named after him
3. is a symbol of the Irish “spirit”

1.    T       F

2.   T        F
3.   T        F

True or 
 False?

dethrone God’s authority, 
work, words and ways.  This 
subversive authority is not 
anything new, but if you are 
not aware of satan’s strate-
gies and power you will be 
left in ruin or even become 
one in his ranks.  His power 
is not equal to God’s, but his 
ways are far beyond human 
strength, which is why Ephe-
sians 6:12 says “For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rul-
ers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly plac-
es.”  These forces are unseen, 
but felt on countless levels, 
as they bring darkness and 
wickedness in societies and 
individuals leaving them in 
disaster.  

Although Satan’s power is 
real and powerful, Christ is 
greater, and only by stand-
ing in the Lord can one ex-
perience victory.  Satan’s 
subversive authority is lim-
ited in time and reach, be-
cause he will one day be 
vanquished forever, but 
until that time, may you be 
strong in the Lord! 

Congratulations to 
1984 Friona gradu-
ate and Marine, Ed-
ward Garcia, for 
being selected the 
2021 Region Assis-
tant Principal of the 
Year for Region 15. 
Edward works in the 
Winters ISD. His par-
ents are Mike and 
Diane Garcia. Ed-
ward’s sisters are Jo 
Ann, Veronica, and 
Cynthia. Jo Ann lives 
in Plainview. Mike & 
Diane, Veronica, and 
Cynthia live in San 
Angelo.
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Sports

Varsity Boys
100 Meters
2. Abisai Torres .......... 11.34
400 Meters
1. Alan Martinez .........54.26
4. Tony Rodriguez ......57.29
800 Meters
1. Adrian Legarreta ...2:14.7
6. Tony Rodriguez .....2:30.0
1600 Meters
2. Adrian Legerreta ...5:05.8
4. Michael Bautista ...5:37.6
6. Gabriel Perez........5:40.9
3200 Meters
2. Adrian Legerreta .10:57.6
4. Dieter Ally ...........12:04.5
5. Michael Bautista .12:07.4
4 x 100m Relay
2. Friona ....................46.06
Abisai Torres
Angel Carranza
Marc Mendoza
Jacob Bautista
4 x 200m Relay
1. Friona ...................1:35.6
Abisai Torres
Marc Mendoza
Angel Carranza
Jacob Bautista
4 x 400m Relay
1. Friona ...................3:39.6
Tony Rodriguez
Aaron Salinas
Alan Martinez
Marc Mendoza
Pole Vault
2. Angel Carranza .......... 10’
5. Mario Bautista.............. 8’
Long Jump
5. Abisai Torres ...... 17” 1/4”
Shot Put
2. Jake Padilla ........38’ 3.5”
6. Andrew Husted ......37’ 4”
Team Results
1. Friona Varsity Boys ...133
 

Varsity Girls
100 Meters
Lylianna Martinez ..........3rd
200 Meters
Lylianna Martinez ..........4th
400 Meters
Lylianna Martinez .........2nd
Makayla Ramos .............4th

800 Meters
Yvonne Legaretta .......... 1st
1600 Meters
Yvonne Legarreta .......... 1st
Makayla Ramos .............5th
3200 Meters
Yvonne Legaretta .......... 1st
Adamaris Rivas .............3rd
100m Hurdles
Jaquelyn Falcon ............5th
300m Hurdles
Jacquelyn Falcon...........6th
4 x 100m Relay
Friona ............................ 1st
Rebecca Schlenker
Destini Fernandez
Noelia Bautista
Anahi Gonzalez
4 x 200m Relay
Friona ............................ 1st
Rebecca Schlenker
Destini Fernandez
Noelia Bautista
Anahi Gonzalez
4 x 400m Relay
Friona ............................ 1st
Rebecca Schlenker
Destini Fernandez
Noelia Bautista
Anahi Gonzalez
Long Jump
Rebecca Schlenker .......6th
Triple Jump
Rebecca Schlenker ......2nd
Team Results
Friona Varsity Girls .......2nd

Track & Field Meet Results
Fritch, Texas - March 5, 2021

Crisis Counseling Assistance
and Training Program

COVID-19 MENTAL HEALTH &
INFORMATION HOTLINE

Call 877-320-0513  or  Text 806-516-3205
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.   |   Monday – Friday

Our mental health professionals are standing by to help

TEXANS
RECOVERING
TOGETHER

StarCare Specialty 
Health System is

providing a
COVID-19

Mental Health
and Information

Hotline.

New Office Hours
Beginning April 5th

Monday – Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Friday
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

 
Condado de Parmer

Tasador-Recaudador de impuestos
Nuevo horario de oficina

A partir del 5 de abril
Lunes – Jueves

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Vieres
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Parmer County
Tax Assessor-Collector

Four members of the FHS Boys Powerlifting are advancing to Regionals. (l-r) Mario Bautista, Michael 
Bautista, Jake Padilla, and Giovanny Ponce will compete in the Regional Powerlifting Meet on Saturday, 
March 13 in Sundown. Also, Magdalena Licerio will compete in the Girls State Powerlifting Meet next 
week in Corpus Christi. Go Big Red!

Congratulations to these FHS students who made All Region Band. They are (l-r): Audry Trevino on flute, 
Jackie Reyes on flute (area qualifier), Ramon Ortiz on trumpet, Reagan Daniels on percussion, Dani Ro-
driguez on clarinet, and Valeria Corallez on clarinet.

THANK YOU…The Senior 
Class of 2021 would like 
to thank everyone who 
bought tickets for the 
Steak Dinner last Sun-
day. The proceeds will 
help fund the Alcohol/
Drug Free Graduation 
Celebration Party. Ap-
proximately 1,268 steaks 
were sold and since seat-
ing was limited in the 
Junior High Cafeteria 
because of Covid-19, the 
vast majority of the steak 
lovers picked up their 
meals via drive-by curb-
side delivery as shown in 
the photo.

FHS Class of 1970 announces reunion
Date: April 16-17, 2021
Main Day: April 17th
 
The Friona High School Class of 1970 

announced this week that they are hold-
ing their “50-year Reunion” on April 
16-17, 2021. Like everything else, the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the class to 
postpone the celebration last year. 

Registration will begin at 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 16th at the Holiday Inn South 
in Lubbock. Rooms have been reserved 
for reunion attendees. The deadline to 

get the $105.00 rate is Tuesday, March 
16th. Casual visiting is suggested for that 
evening in the open areas of the hotel. 

On Saturday, April 17th, all events will 
take place at the Reese Event Center. 
Breakfast will be available with break-
fast, snacks, and visiting throughout the 
day. At 5:00 p.m., a catered meal will be 
served. 

Information and registration forms 
are on Friona Class of 1970 Facebook 
page or you can contact Kay Rogers, 
Roxanne Hurst, or Danny Kendrick 

to have the forms texted, e-mailed, or 
mailed.  

Local contacts are Danny Kendrick, 
Chief Buchanan, Larry Rector, Floyd 
Schlenker, and Ted Procter. They are on 
the committee and are ready to assist.  

All classmates are asked to text name, 
address, phone number, & e-mail to 
Roxanne Hurst @ 806-265-7106 for fu-
ture reference. Please indicate if you are 
planning to attend the reunion.  

You can also contact Kay Rogers 806-
786-7758 at LNKR@SWBELL.NET



Let us sell your property!

Friona
3/2 Country Mobile Home  4 acres, fenced back and side 
yards, new well, cellar, horse stall ..........................$125,000

3/3/2 w/cent. h&a, 2 story, living area, den, corner lot, 
fenced backyard, close to schools .....................Cont. Pend.

3/1/2 Siding, metal roof, central heat & air, original 
hardwood floor, fenced backyard, extra lot ......Cont. Pend.

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associate:
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building
public.txdpsscheduler.com

By appointment only.

Business

**Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Due to growth, 
Prairie Acres is seeking to fill multiple positions 
including CNA’s (both shifts), nurses, dietary 
and housekeeping employees! We are pleased 
to offer great health, dental, vision and life in-
surances, paid time off and sign-on bonuses for 
those that qualify! Interested? Come by and see 
us at 201 East 15th St. today!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com Homes For Sale

2171 FM 214-FRIONA, TEXAS-South of Friona - 3/3/2 
brick home, 1.285+/- acres, Easy access to Friona-Clovis-
Hereford. 2 living areas, fireplace, large office/utility/
storage, two wells, septic system, storage/workshop.

Please view our website for details on these properties, 
choice NM ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP 
& commercial properties. We need your listings on any 
types of ag properties in TX., NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott - Broker

Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB
800-933-9698 5:00 a.m./10:00 p.m.

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a full time custodian.   
Hours are 7 am -6 pm with a 2 hour lunch and a 30 
minute break in the morning and afternoon.  Inter-
ested applicants may call Friona ISD 806-250-2747 
or Martha Moreno 806-346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona que ayude 
a limpiar la escuela a tiempo completo. El horario 
es de 7 am a 6 pm con un almuerzo de 2 horas y 
un descanso de 30 minutos por la mañana y por 
la tarde. Las personas interesadas pueden llamar 
a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.

Holly Campbell

Broker

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

HELP WANTED

Contact Friona Inn at
(806) 250-2784

House keeping needed. 
Must be able to work weekends.

is online at
frionaonline.com

Grain Truck drivers needed. CDL Required. 
All local hauls. Good pay and work conditions. 

Apply at Bar G Feedyard. 
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Thinking of
selling your 

home?
We have 
buyers.

Randolph Transportation
Owner/Operator

Company Drivers Needed

• Reefer Experience preferred
• Different lanes available
• Schedule your own time off
• Bonus pay
• Paid vacation
• Company driver pay $.47-$.57 per mile depending on ser-
vice and experience
• Owner/Operator pay 77%--Trailer provided

Contact Tom Randolph @ 806-282-5531

Part-Time Help needed at Friona Senior Citizens

Contact Susan Gonzales at806-626-8602 (cell phone)

or Senior Citizens Center at 806-250-3645

or come by 1410 Washington

on Mondays or Thursdays

Help Wanted

Karla Rector
The Pam and David White Group

Welcoming
Our Newest Associate

REALTOR®
 

Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 
Parmer County 

and the Texas Panhandle

(806)382-7465
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Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

State Capital Highlights
By Gary Borders

Gone to the dogs
by John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith

The first Rin Tin Tin to 
become a movie star was 
brought home by an Ameri-
can GI from World War I. 
Apparently, it was the pup 
of a German “War Dog” 
that got cast in a 1922 silent 
movie, The Man from Hell’s 
River --the first of twenty-
seven “Rin Tin Tin” films. 

Both sides in the con-
flict used War Dogs, main-
ly to carry messages. But 
it wasn’t until March 13, 
1942 that the first official 
K-9 Corps was established 
by the U.S. Army’s Quarter-
master Corps to train dogs 
for the Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps and the Coast Guard. 

According to History.com 
“The K-9 Corps initially ac-
cepted over 30 breeds of 
dogs, but the list was soon 
narrowed to seven: German 
Shepherds, Belgian sheep-
dogs, Doberman Pinschers, 
collies, Siberian Huskies, 
Malumates and Eskimo 
dogs. Members of the K-9 
Corps were trained 8 to 12 
weeks; then, they were put 
through one of four special-
ized programs to prepare 
them for work as sentry 

Rin-Tin-Tin

Mask mandate ends March 10; many enti-
ties to continue requiring them

While Gov. Gregg Abbott has lifted the 
statewide mandate to wear a mask in public 
and allowed all businesses to operate at full 
capacity, many businesses, schools and oth-
er entities say they will continue to require 
that masks be worn. Abbott issued the order 
last week, effective March 10.

“With the medical advancements of vac-
cines and antibody therapeutic drugs, Texas 
now has the tools to protect Texans from the 
virus,” Abbott said. “We must now do more 
to restore livelihoods and normalcy for Tex-
ans by opening Texas 100 percent.” He urged 
Texans to take responsibility for themselves 
when it comes to wearing masks and follow-
ing other health safety practices. 

Political leaders in several of the state’s 
largest cities criticized the decision. Houston 
Mayor Sylvester Turner tweeted, asking (and 
answering for himself ) whether Abbott’s 
move was “an attempt to deflect from the 
winter storm systemwide state leadership 
failure. Yes.” San Antonio Mayor Ron Niren-
berg urged residents to join him in continu-
ing to wear a mask, a sentiment echoed by 
Austin Mayor Steve Adler and Dallas County 
Judge Clay Jenkins.

Meanwhile, the Texas Education Agency 
revised its health guidance policies, saying 
that “local school boards have full authority 
to determine their local mask policy.” Many 
of the state’s college campuses announced 
they would continue to require that masks 
be worn, including The University of Texas, 
the Texas A&M University System, Texas 
Tech, Southern Methodist University and 
others.

Several large retailers announced they 
would continue to require customers to 
wear masks, including Walmart, Target, 
Costco and Whole Foods. Grocery retailer H-
E-B will  “strongly encourage” they be worn, 
according to a company statement, and em-
ployees will continue to wear masks. HEB 
president Scott McClelland told the Hous-
ton Chronicle that antagonistic customers 
have caused nearly 2,000 in-store incidents 
regarding masks at Houston stores alone. He 
said customers not wearing a mask would be 
asked to do so, and an employee would offer 
them a mask if they didn’t have one. Store 
employees will not escalate the situation if a 
customer refuses, he said.

In the wake of Abbott’s announcement, 
the Texas Supreme Court removed require-
ments that most court proceedings in the 
state be held remotely and gave judges the 
authority to require masks and social dis-
tancing. It encouraged judges to hold trials 
remotely. Three justices dissented. 

Texas getting more than 1 million COV-
ID-19 vaccine doses this week

More than 1 million COVID-19 vaccine 
doses are shipping this week to providers 
across the state, a significant increase from 
previous weeks. That’s largely due to nearly 
a quarter-million doses of the new Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine coming to Texas. The sin-
gle-dose vaccine began shipping last week. 
As of Sunday, more than 4.2 million Texans 
had received at least one dose and 2.319 mil-
lion were fully vaccinated. That means about 
22 percent of the state’s population has got-
ten at least one dose. Teachers and school 
staff have been added to the list of those 

eligible for one of the three vaccines being 
offered.

COVID-19 cases drop, but deaths increase 
in past week

The number of new COVID-19 cases re-
ported in Texas in the past week dropped 
to 43,328, according to the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns Hopkins University 
of Medicine. That’s down 22 percent from 
the previous week and down nearly 73 per-
cent from the record high of 158,922 record-
ed the week of Jan. 10. However, recorded 
deaths in Texas rose to 1,730, up 17 percent 
from the previous week. Hospitalizations for 
lab-confirmed COVID-19 patients totaled 
4,921, down from the record high of more 
than 14,000 during the week of Jan. 11. 

More heads roll in wake of widespread 
blackouts during winter storm

As state and federal investigations con-
tinue into the massive blackouts during the 
Valentine’s Day winter storm, leaders of 
both the Public Utility Commission and the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas left their 
positions. DeAnn Walker, chairman of the 
PUC, resigned on March 1 and was replaced 
by fellow PUC member Arthur D’Andrea. Ab-
bott will appoint someone to fill D’Andrea’s 
position. ERCOT’s CEO Bill Magness was 
fired a few days later by his board, which has 
lost nearly half its members to resignations. 
Magness, whose annual salary was at least 
$800,000, soon said he would not seek or ac-
cept severance pay, which would have been 
equivalent to a year’s pay, according to the 
Texas Tribune.

School districts not penalized for high ab-
sences, remote learning

The Texas Education Agency announced 
last week that it will “hold harmless” school 
districts that have seen attendance declines 
because of the pandemic, as long as they at 
least maintain current levels of in-school 
learning. Districts will be funded on atten-
dance projections made before the pan-
demic, allowing them to retain teachers who 
might have faced layoffs because of lower en-
rollment. The state’s top leaders announced 
their support for the hold-harmless provi-
sion in a March 4 press release. 

Teens urged to buckle up
Car wrecks are the leading cause of death 

among teenagers, and 41% of Texas teen 
drivers killed in 2019 weren’t wearing a seat 
belt. That’s why the Texas Department of 
Transportation is conducting a “Teen Click 
It or Ticket” campaign in March. TxDOT is 
sending out safety messages via social me-
dia, TV, radio and digital media.

“Due to their limited driving experience, 
teens are far more susceptible to being in a 
crash,” said TxDOT Executive Director James 
Bass. “Far too many of these crashes are 
deadly because of the failure to buckle up. 
Wearing a seat belt is the single most effec-
tive thing you can do to protect yourself in a 
crash. Click it and be safe.”

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning 
Texas journalist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, Fort Stock-
ton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

dogs, scout or patrol dogs, 
messenger dogs or mine-
detection dogs. In active 
combat duty, scout dogs 
proved especially essential 
by alerting patrols to the 
approach of the enemy and 
preventing surprise attacks.” 

The Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends No 
Better Friend: Young Read-

ers Edition: A Man, a Dog, 
and Their Incredible True 
Story of Friendship and 
Survival in World War II by 
Robert Weintraub. 

Courtesy of History Mat-
ters, a feature of The Grate-
ful American Book Prize: 
Showing our children that 
their past is prelude to their 
future.

Norman Joe Mayes, Sr.             
My daughters’ grandfather 

passed away last week.  It was 
not a virus that got the best of 
him but the fact that he had 
used his nine lives.  Catlike 
he was in that department, 
having overcome numer-
ous health concerns in his 
86 years.  When a person is 
as cantankerous as Norman 
was, coupled with a mischie-
vous streak and sharp mind, 
well, there is a good possibil-
ity that he can outfox nature 
for some bonus years.  Those 
bonus years gave him some 
additional yard time as well 
as welcome phone calls and 
visits from grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Norman also had more time 
to share, upon request, his 
financial, political, and gar-
dening acumen.

Norman was my father-
in-law for sixteen years.  Be-
fore that, during the dating 
years with his second-born 
son, Stormin’ Norman and I 
enjoyed the back-and-forth 
banter that was his trade-
mark.  He brought the jokes, 
the teasing, and the occa-
sional harassment of my 
New York Yankees.  I gave it 
right back, and that’s when 
he knew we had secured 
a healthy respect for each 
other.  It was I who called 
him on many occasions “you 
old goat.”  That moniker was 
spoken so often in front of 
his first granddaughter, my 
Julie, that she began to call 

him Papa Goat.  When he 
was buried this week, my 
other daughter Emily had a 
custom-made t-shirt made 
just for the graveside ser-
vice—and her grandfather 
would have given his hearty 
laugh of approval.

My first crappie fishing ex-
perience was with Norman 
and his wife Patsy.  They 
gave me a choice of fishing 
in waders with a cork or a 
jig, and I went with a cork.  I 
got so tickled every time that 
sucker bobbed down and I 
pulled one up.  Norman gen-
tly reminded me not to be 

too loud on a lake because 
someone might come and 
find our special place, one of 
many lessons he taught me. 
When the family had the old 
lake house in Stamford with 
a crappie hole on the pier, I 
could get excited, especially 
when I pulled out a five-
pound bass one time using 
a sinker/cork/minnow.  Nor-
man and I both laughed a lot 
that time.

He loved my girls fiercely 
but quietly, never a showman 
or one who sought attention.  
When they were little, he 
made sure they learned how 
to eat barbecued ribs. I think 
he thought they were good 
teething utensils. As the girls 
grew older, he mentored Ju-
lie about investing, sent her 
okra and his prized tomatoes 
from his garden, and shared 
favorite recipes. Emily made 
sure to take both of her new-
borns to see her grandpar-
ents for those treasured gen-
erational photos. When Papa 
Goat turned 80, Emily had 
her first graders cut out and 
color 80 paper goats. The 
large poster birthday card 
generated a proud smile and 
a classic Norman laugh of 
appreciation. He kept any 
card they ever sent to him, as 
Emily discovered this week 
going through some of the 
special shoe boxes he had 
labeled—Norman was also 
organized.

When the girls’ dad remar-
ried, I changed my name 
back to my maiden name 
Sullivan in respect of that.  
But, I told my students I still 
wanted to be called “Mrs. 
Mayes.”  That’s how I started 
and wanted to end my teach-
ing career.  It was important 
to me to honor the name 
that came from Norman and 
passed along to me through 
marriage—I wanted to make 
him proud and hope that I 
did. By virtue of my daugh-
ters, I have maintained that 
connection, and both Nor-
man and Pat welcomed me 
at any time, unannounced.

Of course, GOAT is also 
the acronym for Greatest 
of All Time.  The Norman I 
knew and loved would agree 
totally that this was indeed 
perfect for him.  

Rest in peace, you old goat.

School Board appoints election officers 
A Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Trustees of Friona 
ISD was held on Monday, 
March 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Board Meeting Room 
of the FISD Administration 
Building located at 909 E. 
11th Street in Friona, Texas. 

The current FISD Cov-
id-19 Mask Policies will re-
main in effect until further 
notice. 

The FISD Board of Trust-
ees approved the follow-
ing for the May 1st General 
Election. The Early Voting 
location will be at the FISD 
Administration Building at 
909 E. 11th from 8:00 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m. on April 19-23. 
Early voting on April 26-27 

will run from 7:00 a.m. until 
7:00 p.m. each day. 

The Election Day polling 
location is the Friona City 
Council Board Room at 619 
Main Street from 7:00 a.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. 

Rosa Mendez will be the  
Elections Administrator. 
Claudia Castillo will serve 
as the Early Voting Clerk 
and Lee Davila will be the 
Deputy Clerk. Wendy Sa-
marron is the Early Voting 
Ballot Board Judge and Pam 
Mercado is the Alternate 
Judge. 

Wendy Samarron will also 
serve as the Central County 
Station Manager and Tabu-
lations Supervisor, and the 

Central County Judge. She 
will also serve as Election 
Judge on Election Day and 
Pam Mercado will be the Al-
ternate Election Day Judge. 

In other business, the 
consent agenda was ap-
proved. It included the Min-
utes of previous meeting, 
fund reports, maintenance 
reports, account reports, 
and the payment of month-
ly bills. 

This is only a brief sum-
mary of the meeting. Any 
questions should be di-
rected to the FISD Board 
of Trustees. The agenda for 
this meeting can be found at 
frionaisd.com and by click-
ing on the Boardbook link.

Don’t throw away your empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north side of the Friona Fire Depart-
ment building on Main Street. Proceeds from the 
sale of the cans will go to the FHS Senior Class 
and help fund the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     
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Obituaries

Project to rebuild US 70 intersection begins next week
US 70/84, FM 145 intersection in Parmer County to be realigned

The Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) 
is ready to begin work on a 
$3.2 million project to re-
align the FM 145, US 70/84 
intersection in Parmer 
County. Project contractor 
Gilvin-Terrill, LTD, of Ama-
rillo, is scheduled to start 
work on Monday, March 8. 

“We’re realigning, or mov-
ing, FM 145 to connect with 
US 70/84 at a new location 
that makes more sense and 
improves safety,” said Steve 
Perez, P.E., TxDOT Little-
field area engineer. “Cur-
rently, all FM 145 traffic is 

detoured around a closed 
Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe (BNSF) underpass. The 
new FM 145 route will shift 
the roadway about half a 
mile east and create a new 
at-grade railroad crossing 
and connection with US 
70/84.” 

The new intersection lo-
cation will require improve-
ments to be made to US 70, 
including rebuilding and re-
surfacing the roadway, add-
ing accel and decel lanes, 
and new pavement striping. 
Drivers should anticipate 
speed limits to be reduced 

through the active work 
zone, lane closures along US 
70, and FM 145 to be closed. 

“At some point during 
construction, FM 145 traf-
fic will be closed and traf-
fic detoured at FM 1731 to 
connect with US 70. FM 
145 is expected to be closed 
for about five months be-
fore reopening at the new 
location,” Perez said. “The 
existing FM 145 segment, 
westward to the railroad 
bridge, will be permanently 
removed.” 

The project is expected to 
be completed in fall 2021.

State sales tax revenue totaled $2.5 billion in February

With an additional $167 Million from March 1 activity

The majority of February 
sales tax revenue is based 
on sales made in January 
and remitted to the agency 
in February. For this pe-
riod, however, the Feb. 22 
due date for state taxes and 
fees to be reported and paid 
was extended by one week, 
due to effects of the winter 
storm, to March 1. 

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar today said state sales 
tax revenue totaled $2.51 
billion in February, 13.3 
percent less than in Feb-
ruary 2020; however, after 
adjusting the February to-
tals to account for March 1 
activity, February sales tax 
revenue totaled $2.68 bil-
lion, down 7.5 percent from 
February 2020. 

“The pattern in sales tax 
collections we’ve seen for 
the past several months 
continued, with receipts 
from the retail trade sector 
showing gains over the pri-
or year while receipts from 
oil- and gas-related sectors 
show deep declines,” Hegar 
said. “Receipts from the ser-
vice sector, as well as from 
restaurants and bars, also 
remain down significantly 
as many of these businesses 
had occupancy restrictions 
or were required to be shut-
tered during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
“Sales tax collections 

from the mining, con-
struction, manufactur-
ing, wholesale trade and 
equipment leasing sectors 
continue to be depressed. 
Much of the sales in these 
sectors are tied to oil and 
gas drilling activity, which 
has picked up some since 
the downturn last spring 
but remains well below 
what it was a year ago. 

“Receipts from online, 
sporting goods, furniture 
and home improvement 
retailers continue to be 
elevated, a trend appar-
ent since the start of the 
pandemic as Texans spend 
more time at home.” 

Total sales tax revenue for 
the three months ending in 
February 2021, after adjust-
ing for March 1 activity, was 
down 4.2 percent compared 
to the same period a year 
ago. Sales tax is the largest 
source of state funding for 
the state budget, account-
ing for 59 percent of all tax 
collections. The effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
continued to be evident in 
some sources of revenue in 
February 2021.

 Texas collected the fol-
lowing revenue from other 
major taxes, some of which 

also were affected by the ex-
tension of the Feb. 22 dead-
line: (1) motor vehicle sales 
and rental taxes — $370 
million, down 13.8 per-
cent from February 2020, 
but after accounting for 
March 1 activity, total col-
lections were $371 million, 
down 13.6 percent from 
February 2020; (2) motor 
fuel taxes — $286 million, 
down 5.2 percent from Feb-
ruary 2020; (3) oil produc-
tion tax — $291 million, 
down 21.8 percent from 
February 2020; (4) natural 
gas production tax — $113 
million, down 17.1 percent 
from February 2020, but 
after accounting for March 
1 activity, total collections 
were $114 million, down 
15.7 percent from February 
2020; (5) hotel occupancy 
tax — $25 million, down 
51.4 percent from Febru-
ary 2020, but after account-
ing for March 1 activity, 
total collections were $27 
million, down 46.3 per-
cent from February 2020; 
and (6) alcoholic beverage 
taxes — $70 million, down 
36.5 percent from February 
2020, but after accounting 
for March 1 activity, total 
collections were $84 mil-
lion, down 24.2 percent 
from February 2020.

DSEC scholarships available
Application deadline is March 15th

Deaf Smith Electric Co-
operative will award several 
$2,000 scholarships in May 
to eligible applicants of im-
mediate families of active 
members, living in the same 
household, and active em-
ployees of Deaf Smith Elec-
tric Cooperative. Since the 
program began back in 1998, 
DSEC has awarded $420,000 
in scholarships to members 
across the cooperative’s sys-
tem.  

Applicants may be either 
traditional high school grad-

uates or students wishing 
to continue their education 
after an extended absence. 
Applicants must be of good 
character as evidenced by at 
least three letters of recom-
mendation from three dif-
ferent sources. Selection will 
be based on grade point av-
erage, community activities, 
service work and recommen-
dations. Secondary criteria 
will include a written essay, 
SAT/ACT scores and aca-
demic honors.  

Applications may be 

obtained from area high 
schools, extension offices 
of Deaf Smith, Parmer, Cas-
tro and Oldham counties, or 
Deaf Smith Electric Coopera-
tive’s office in Hereford, or on 
the web site www.deafsmith.
coop.  

Applications must be re-
ceived at P.O. Box 753, Her-
eford, TX 79045, or the offices 
of Deaf Smith Electric Coop-
erative, no later than March 
15, 2021. 

Awards will be announced 
within sixty days of this date.

Graveside services for Ja-
son Vaughn, 50 of Allen, Tex-
as will be held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 at 
Friona Cemetery with Pastor 
Randa Reeves of the Union 
Congregational Church offi-
ciating. Interment will follow 
under the direction of Park-
side Chapel Funeral Direc-
tors of Hereford. Mr. Vaughn 
passed away February 24, 
2021 in Allen.

Jason Lee Vaughn was born 
August 8, 1970 in Friona, 
Texas. He attended school in 
Friona, and graduated Frio-
na High School in 1988. He 
proudly served his country in 
the United States Navy dur-
ing the Gulf War. He met the 
love of his life Midori and he 

Jason Lee Vaughn
ters Denette Vaughn, Glenda 
Richards, and Janna Preston, 
all of Lubbock; three nieces 
Valerie Lopez, of Albuquer-
que, New Mexico; Allison 
Fluck of Rockwall, Texas; and 
Melissa Francis of Lubbock; 
one Nephew Cody Ruth, of 
Lubbock, and six great-neph-
ews and one great-niece. 

The family suggest that 
memorials in Mr. Vaughn’s 
name be made to a Charity of 
choice.

and Midori married in Janu-
ary 1994, in Ssaebo, Japan. 

The legacy he leaves are 
his wife, Midori, of Allen; 
one son Duran, of Allen; his 
parents Glenn and Carolin 
Reeve, of Friona; three sis-

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL OR EXCHANGE REAL PROPERTY AND

INVITATION TO BID

The City Council of the City of Friona, Texas is soliciting sealed bid proposals for the

sale or exchange of certain city property (“Property”) described as THE SURFACE ONLY of:

A tract of land in the NW ¼ section 1, T3S R3E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, Parmer

County, Texas and said tract being described as follows:

BEGINNING at a point from which the NW corner of said section bears N 89° 46’ 47”

W 624.71 feet and N 01° 06’ 38” E 2174.16 feet;

THENCE S 89° 46’ 47” E a distance of 851.36 feet;

THENCE S 01° 34’ 16” W along a fence being the west line of the Raymond Hamilton

tract described in Volume 214 Page 374 of the Parmer County Deed Records, a distance

of 150.0 feet;

THENCE N 89° 46’ 47” W along the north line of the Bobby Tyler tract, a distance of

850.15 feet;

THENCE N 01° 06’ 38” E a distance of 150.0 feet to the point and place of beginning.

Said tract contains 2.93 acres of land more or less.

The City will  consider cash offers,  exchange of existing land and buildings,  or some

combination thereof. The City will be the sole arbiter of what offer, if any, constitutes the best

value for the City.

The City is seeking a combination of the best purchase price or exchange value for the

Property as well as the best long-term benefit to the City and the citizens of Friona, Texas.

Sealed bids will be received until 12:00 p.m. on April 7, 2021, at City Hall located at 623

Main Street, Friona, Texas 79035. All bids received at or prior to such time will be opened and

read aloud on April 7, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. Bids received after such time will not be opened or

considered. The highest, best or most acceptable bid or bids will be presented to the City Council

for review and possible approval at a meeting on April 12, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.

Bid security in the amount of five percent of any cash bid amount submitted is required.

Bidders must also submit with their bid evidence that they have legal title to any property offered

in exchange for the Property or sufficient funds, or access to funds, to pay the entire purchase

price within five business days of the City accepting the bid.

Bidders  are  expected  to  inspect  the  property  and  to  inform  themselves  of  all  local

conditions. Additional information may be obtained at City Hall, 623 Main Street, Friona, Texas

79035 or by calling City Manager Leander Davila at (806) 250-2761.

WAIVER OF CLAIMS: BY TENDERING A BID TO THIS INVITATION TO BID, THE

BIDDER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT HAS READ AND FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING A BID AND THE PROCESS USED BY THE

CITY FOR SELECTING A BEST BIDDER. FURTHER, BY SUBMITTING A BID, THE

BIDDER  FULLY,  VOLUNTARILY  AND  UNDERSTANDINGLY  WAIVES  AND

RELEASES  ANY  AND  ALL  CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE  CITY  AND  ANY  OF  ITS

COUNCIL MEMBERS, OFFICERS, AGENTS AND/OR EMPLOYEES THAT COULD

ARISE OUT OF THE ADMINISTRATION, EVALUATION, OR RECOMMENDATION

OF ANY BID SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE TO THIS INVITATION TO BID.

Bids shall be submitted in a sealed envelope and must be plainly marked “City of Friona

Real Property Bid” in the lower left-hand corner and must be received before the above stated

time. To be valid, the bid must be manually signed in ink by an authorized person. By such

signature, the bidder agrees to strictly abide by the terms, conditions, specifications contemplated

in this invitation for bids. Failure to comply with any bid requirement will result in the bid being

considered void by the City.

Bids may be withdrawn at any time prior to the official opening. Alterations made prior

to the opening time must be initialed by the Bidder to guarantee authenticity. After the official

opening, bids may not be amended, altered or withdrawn without the approval of the Friona City

Council.

The City reserves the rights to reject any and all bids, to waive any informality in bids

received and to accept the bid that best serves the interest of Friona, Texas.

CITY OF FRIONA, TEXAS

By: Leander Davila

City Manager

Publish Two (2) Times – Affidavit of Publication is Required 

Thursday, March 11th, 2021 and Thursday, March 18th, 2021.

Drinking Green Beer? Use a Designated Driver!
St. Patrick’s Day celebra-

tions in America date back 
to the country’s found-
ing. With large parties dis-
couraged this year due to 
COVID-19, 2021 celebra-
tions may look a little dif-
ferent across the country. 
However, one aspect of St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations 
will remain: alcohol con-
sumption—which is why it 
is important to remember: 
Buzzed Driving is Drunk 
Driving.  

It is imperative to plan 
ahead for a sober desig-
nated driver if consum-
ing alcoholic beverages. 
To help keep local com-
munities safe, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
is teaming up with the U.S. 
Department of Transpor-
tation’s National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) to spread the 
message about the dangers 
of drunk driving. Even one 
drink can be one too many.  

“We understand people 
are looking for a reason to 
celebrate, and we want our 
community members to 
enjoy the St. Patrick’s Day, 
but we also want to impress 
upon everyone the im-
portance of safe driving,” 
said AgriLife Extension 
Family and Community 
Health Agent Wendy Case, 
Parmer County “If you’ve 
been drinking, make the 
right choice to find a so-
ber driver to get you, and 
your friends, home safely. 
Before you put your keys 
in the ignition, remind 
yourself: Buzzed Driving is 
Drunk Driving.”

According to NHT-
SA,10,142 people were 
killed in drunk-driving 
crashes in 2019. On av-
erage, more than 10,000 
people were killed each 

year from 2015 to 2019—
one person was killed in a 
drunk-driving crash every 
52 minutes in 2019. This 
is why AgriLife Extension 
is working with NHTSA to 
remind drivers that drunk 
driving is not only illegal, 
but also a matter of life and 
death. 

During the 2019 St. Pat-
rick’s Day weekend alone 
(6 p.m., March 16, to 5:59 
a.m., March 18), more 
than 3 out of 5 (63 percent) 
crash fatalities involved a 
drunk driver. In fact, from 
2015 to 2019, a total of 280 
lives were lost in drunk-
driving crashes during the 
St. Patrick’s Day period. 
Drivers should also keep 
an eye out for pedestrians 
who have had too much to 
drink. Walking while intox-
icated can also be deadly, 
as lack of attention to their 
surroundings could put pe-
destrians at risk of getting 
hit by a vehicle. 

“Drunk drivers are a con-
tinuing problem on our 
nation’s roads, especially 
around holidays like St. 
Patrick’s Day,” said AgriL-
ife Extension Family and 
Community Health Agent 
Wendy Case, Parmer Coun-
ty. “People need to know 
that they can go out for 
a night of fun and return 
home safely by ensuring 
they have a sober driver 
take them home. Don’t be 
the reason someone—in-
cluding yourself—doesn’t 
get home. Don’t let St. Pat-
rick’s Day become an anni-
versary of a tragic night.”

If functioning as the des-
ignated driver, make sure to 
keep that promise of safety 
to oneself  and all passen-
gers. It can be a long night, 
but people are counting on 
the designated driver, not 

to mention the other driv-
ers, passengers, and pe-
destrians on the roadways. 
Take the role of designated 
driver seriously—people 
are relying on it.

Party with a Plan
Before ever heading out, 

it is vital to plan ahead. 
Be honest about drinking: 
Know whether alcohol will 
be consumed or not. Fol-
low these ideas to ensure 
that all partygoers stay 
safe: 

• Remember: It is never 
OK to drink and drive. 
Even after only one al-
coholic beverage, des-
ignate a sober driver 
or plan to use public 
transportation or a ride 
service to get home 
safely. 

• If available, use the 
community’s sober 
ride program. 

• If a suspected drunk 
driver is spotted on the 
road, contact local law 
enforcement.

• Have a friend who has 
been drinking and is 
about to drive? Take 
their keys away and 
make arrangements to 
get them home safely.

For more information, 
contact: Bobbi Brooks, 
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Services, Watch 
UR BAC program, by phone: 
979.321.5224; or email: 
B o b b i . B ro o k s @ ag. t a mu .
edu. Website: https://www.
nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/
drunk-driving.

Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service’s Watch 
UR BAC program is a free, 
statewide program to pro-
mote alcohol awareness, 
the dangers of impaired 
driving, and friends watch-
ing out for friends.
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What La Niña means for Texas’ winter fire season
Weather pattern indicates ‘high impact fire events’ likely

By Kerry Halladay

Texas’ winter/spring 
wildfire season is about 
to begin. Fire experts 
predict it could be a par-
ticularly active season 
because of La Niña this 
year. The weather pattern 
often brings drier, warmer 
weather and strong winds: 
the perfect recipe for fire.

 “Mid-February through 
mid-April is the peak of 
winter/spring fire sea-
son,” said Brad Smith, 
the predictive services 
department head at Tex-
as A&M Forest Service, 
a division of Texas A&M 
AgriLife. 

“Coincidentally, that 
lines up with when La 
Niña presents itself.” 

La Niña refers to a cy-
clical weather pattern 
characterized by drier, 
warmer conditions. Mete-
orologists at the National 
Weather Service’s Climate 
Prediction Center, CPC, 
issued a La Niña advisory 
in November 2020. This 
means the conditions 
were present at the time. 
CPC later extended the 
advisory in February, with 
predictions the condition 
will last through April or 
May. 

Despite the historic 
freeze and snow from 
Winter Storm Uri in Feb-
ruary, Smith said La Niña 
is still in play. That means 
the fire season concerns 
still exist. 

“The precipitation was 
beneficial and has de-
layed the start of the fire 
season, but it was not 
enough to prevent it,” 
Smith said. “Despite the 
February precipitation, 
the drought monitor still 
shows 75% of the state at 
some level of drought or 
abnormally dry.”

 
Winter fire season in 
Texas

“I sometimes call it the 
dormant season,” Smith 
said. “We have the cold 
winter weather that freez-
es and kills our grasses or 
sends them into dorman-
cy.” 

Winter winds dry al-
ready dead or dormant 
grasses even more, turn-
ing them into excellent 
fuel for wildfires. They 
also help spread fires 
once they start. 

La Niña takes those 
conditions and makes 
them worse. Where Texas 
winters are normally dry, 
La Niña brings even less 
precipitation and warmer 
temperatures. 

Historically, La Niña 
years have seen more, big-
ger fires that burn more 
acres. For example, over 
5.7 million acres have 
burned in Texas since 
2005 during the winter/
spring seasons in La Niña 
years. This compares to 
280,511 acres burned dur-
ing non-La Niña years. 
Texas A&M Forest Service 
fire experts attribute this 
to the extended drying 
and the strength of the 
weather during La Niña 
years.

 
Southern Plains Wildfire 
Outbreaks

According to Smith, La 
Niña conditions increase 
the risk for “high impact 
fire weather events.” Key 
among these are Southern 
Plains Wildfire Outbreaks, 
SPWOs. Smith described 
these as situations with 
strong winds and “a lot of 
great ingredients for large 
fires that are very difficult 
to control.” 

He cited records show-
ing that SPWOs account 
for only 3% of the report-
ed winter/spring wild-
fires, but 49% of the acres 
burned. 

“These SPWOs over the 
past 15 years have been 
the biggest threat to prop-
erty and public safety,” 
said Smith. “Because of 
our experience over the 
past years with La Niña 
winter fire seasons, we 
expect large fires. I think 
there’s a good chance we 
will see one, if not more, 
SPWOs this season as 
well.”

 
Soil moisture and the 
end of winter fire season

“Our winter/spring fire 
season will end when the 
grass turns green,” said 
Smith. “When we get 
warm enough tempera-
tures, and enough precip-
itation and soil moisture, 
the grasses will green.” 

That usually happens 
in May in the High Plains 
of Texas, an area that is 
particularly susceptible to 
winter/spring fires, under 
neutral conditions. But La 
Niña conditions are not 
neutral. The combina-
tion of less precipitation 
and higher temperatures 
means soil moisture lev-
els are typically lower for 
longer during La Niña 
years. This is the case cur-
rently. 

According to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor, soil 
moisture is currently low-

Water Weekly
For the week of 03/08/21

Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of March 2 shows continued 
expansion of drought conditions. 
Since early February, drought has 
expanded 9 percentage points. With 
little precipitation forecast for the next 
week, we can expect additional drought 
expansion on next week’s map.

Drought conditions
 S 54% now
 S 51% a week ago
 S 79% three months ago
 S 21% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Map courtesy of the  
National Weather Service

February 
precipitation
Some locations in Texas 
received record amounts 
of snow in February. But 
snow is mostly air. It takes 
as much as 10 to 12 inches 
of fresh snow to provide an 
inch of moisture. Despite 
the snow, most of the state 
received below average 
moisture for the month.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Lauren Munguia, Media Relations  |  lauren.munguia@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-2322 

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:

er than average for the 
state. That condition is ex-
pected to persist through 
the end of April at least. 
Similarly, the CPC proj-
ects Texas has a strong 
to moderate likelihood 
of seeing above-normal 
temperatures and a mod-

erate likelihood of seeing 
below normal precipita-
tion rates in the next three 
months under La Niña. 

“We still have a lot of 
time to dry out and incur 
some of these large wild-
fires,” Smith said. 

The original story ap-

peared in the February 
2021 Conservation Mat-
ters newsletter, a joint 
project by the Texas A&M 
Natural Resources Insti-
tute and the Texas Water 
Resources Institute. 

Kerry Halladay is the 
marketing strategy coor-

dinator for the Texas Wa-
ter Resources Institute, the 
Natural Resources Insti-
tute, the Norman Borlaug 
Institute for International 
Agriculture and the Insti-
tute for Infectious Animal 
Diseases at Texas A&M 
AgriLife.

A motorist from Kansas 
was passing through town 
on Highway 60 Monday 
morning when his pickup 
started smoking. He turned 
south onto Main Street and 
pulled to the curb in front 
of the Fitness Center.  He 
managed to get out of the 
vehicle before it caught on 
fire. The Friona Volunteer 
Fire Department arrived on 
the scene and put out the 
blaze. There were no inju-
ries reported.

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
Three LocaTions To serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

TIME FOR YOU TO  
PURCHASE A HOME? 
Come by today to learn 
about our competitive 

loans and interest rates. 
NMLS #631662


