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Friona police officer 
arrested by Texas Rangers

Friona police officer 
Delia Ruiz, 31, was ar-
rested on June 15th by 
the Texas Department 
of Public Safety Texas 
Rangers and processed 
into the Parmer County 
Law Enforcement Cen-
ter. Officer Ruiz was ar-
rested on three counts of 
sexual assault of a child, 
which is a second degree 
felony.

The arrest was the re-
sult of an ongoing in-
vestigation by the Texas 

Rangers at the request 
of the Bovina Police De-
partment. Ruiz posted 
bond and was released. 
The Parmer County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office is 
in charge of the case.

Ruiz graduated from 
the Panhandle Regional 
Law Enforcement Acad-
emy in March 2020, and 
had been a Friona police 
officer since April 20, 
2020. She is no longer 
employed by the Friona 
Police Department.

Wind turbines provide half the electricity in Texas-New Mexico service area in March

Xcel Energy sets new regional wind energy records

Boosted by strong pro-
duction from Xcel Ener-
gy’s new Sagamore Wind 
Project in New Mexico, 
wind energy accounted 
for more than half the re-
gion’s electricity supply 
in March and reached a 
new hourly peak produc-
tion of more than 86% of 
the supply on April 11.

“Wind energy is a ma-
jor component in the 
generating resources 
that produce clean, low-
cost energy for a growing 
economy,” said David 
Hudson, president, Xcel 
Energy – New Mexico, 
Texas. “The integration 
of such a large amount 
of wind energy was not 
possible two decades 
ago, but investments in 
our transmission grid 
have enabled us take on 
more of these valuable 
energy resources for the 
benefit of our customers 
across our Texas-New 

Mexico region.”
Xcel Energy has been 

adding wind energy into 
the regional generating 
mix for more than 20 
years, primarily by pur-
chasing the output of 
area facilities owned by 
other wind energy pro-
ducers. In the last two 
years, Xcel Energy added 
1,000 megawatts of new 
wind generation from 
facilities the company 
built and owns – the Hale 
Wind Project near Plain-
view, Texas, in 2019 and 
the Sagamore facility 
near Portales, New Mexi-
co, which came online in 
December 2020. Togeth-
er these two facilities 
generate enough elec-
tricity to power 378,000 
typical homes.

Xcel Energy’s regional 
energy mix was 51.1% 
wind energy in March, 
the highest monthly 
wind numbers yet re-

ergy requires no water in 
the production of elec-
tricity, helping to pre-
serve the area’s precious 
groundwater for munici-
pal and agricultural use. 
This renewable energy 
resource is also a criti-
cal component in Xcel 
Energy’s plans to reduce 
carbon emissions by 80% 
by 2030, an effort Xcel 
Energy aspires to con-

tinue until its electricity 
is 100% carbon-free by 
2050.

More information on 
Xcel Energy’s renewable 
resources, electric 
vehicle initiative and 
investments in the 
capacity and reliability 
of the regional power 
grid can be found at 
www.xcelenergy.com/
OurEnergyFutureSW.

The Primary School 

building may be go-

ing by the wayside, 

but bricks from the 

building will be made 

available to the pub-

lic for those who wish 

to keep the memories 

of their early school 

days alive.

GONE
...but not
forgotten

Wheat harvest is high quality, low quantity
Darrin Gilley, assis-

tant manager at Friona 
Wheat Growers, said the 
wheat harvest will be 
very limited again this 
year. As usual, weather 
was one of the culprits 
including the big Febru-
ary freeze-out and the 
ongoing drought the 
area has endured the 
past year. Most of the 
wheat was either grazed 
out or cut for wheatlage 
because of the high de-
mand for feed from feed-
yards and dairies. Also, 
wheatlage provides an 
opportunity to harvest 
early and go back with a 
second crop of summer 
silage.

Test weights for the 
wheat this year have 
been excellent with re-
sults in the 63-64 lb. 
range. Protein levels have 
also been above average 
in the 13.5-14 range. So 
far, reported yields have 
been running around 
20 bushels per acre. The 
total amount of wheat 
received by the elevator 
this year will probably be 
around 30,000 to 40,000 
bushels. The elevator 
has also received barley 
from area producers.

The cash price for 
wheat has been hovering 
around $6.35 per bush-
el and Friona Wheat 
Growers manager Greg 

O’Brian said the price 
should remain strong 
since “protein wheat” 
is in limited supply this 
year due to drought con-
ditions in other parts 
of the country. He also 
said high demand from 

food producers should 
help keep upward pres-
sure on the price and 
explained that improved 
genetics is the main rea-
son the quality of the 
wheat is so high even in 
drought conditions.

corded. While March is 
typically one of the best 
months for wind energy 
production, wind is com-
ing on strong throughout 
the year, and for all of 
2020 (before Sagamore 
came online), wind en-
ergy accounted for 32% 
of the electricity deliv-
ered to Xcel Energy’s 
Texas-New Mexico cus-
tomers. Accounting for 
Sagamore production, 
Xcel Energy expects that 
40% of the region’s elec-
tricity supply will be de-
rived from wind energy 
in 2021.

“We invested close to 
$2 billion in Hale and 
Sagamore, which had 
large positive impacts 
on the rural economies 
in their respective areas,” 
Hudson said. “These fa-

cilities will continue to 
enrich the rural econo-
my by boosting tax rev-
enues to counties and 
school districts and pay-
ing production royalties 
to farmers and ranchers. 
In turn, our customers 
benefit from 100% of the 
federal production tax 
credits associated with 
this production and by 
lower fuel costs since the 
fuel for wind turbines is 
free of charge.”

The fuel savings and 
tax credits combined are 
more than outstripping 
the annual cost to pay for 
the investments in Hale 
and Sagamore and keep 
them operating, and are 
now providing a net sav-
ings to customers, Hud-
son said.

Additionally, wind en-
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  in Tarrant County
      on highway 199
  5  you spit out a 
      watermelon ____
  6  “Battleship Texas
      State Historic ____”
  7  _  ___-gallon hat
  8  addition result
  9  TXism: “critter
      corral”
12  TXism: “smoke ‘__
      ___” (expose)
17  sleeping noisily
19  1962 western:
      “Young ____  __
      Texas”
21  lizards found in the
      Rio Grande Valley
22  country where
      former Maverick
      Roy Tarpley played
23  where women get
      beautified (2 wds.)
28  nine Astros or 
      eleven Cowboys
29  TXism: “____ as the
      bottom of a well”
30  spit
31  TX’s “Naval Station
      _____side” was
      closed in 2010
35  football headgear
36  TX Larry McMurtry
      wrote “In A ______ 
      _____: Essays on
      Texas” (1968)
42  “P”of POW
44  TXism: “new to 
      _____ parts”
46  TXism: “dumb as
      _  ____  ____”
48  UT and A&M started
      with land ______

  1  this happened to
      JFK in Texas on
      Nov. 22, 1963
  2  “New Braunfels
      Herald-_______”
  3  “don’t ___ ‘__  ___
      of your sight”
      (keep them close)
  4  newspaper: 
      “____ Echo”
  9  this TX-born
      Garrison won
      tennis gold in 1988
10  TXism: “she has to
      sneak up __  _ 
      ______  __  ___
      her hair” (homely)
11  this TX Smith won
      pole vault gold in
      1948 (init.)

49  TX George W. to late
      George H.W.
50  TX Dell’s 1st smartphone
51  TXism: “if it ain’t true,
      there ____  _ cow in
      Texas”
52  internat’l trade org.
53  British boys
54  TXism: “he’s __  ___, his
      boots burned up before
      he smelled the smoke”
56  floral delivery serv.

57  agreement
      to pay (abbr.)
58  duffers use ____
      out golf balls

12  TXism: “active as
      an ___ suckin’ dog”
13  Jefferson, TX puts
      on “The Diamond
      Bessie ______ 
      _____” every May
14  Crowell’s 6-man
      team class (2 wds.)
15  computer operator
16  clock: tick-____
18  TX-born actress
      Meredith Mac___
20  Santa __, TX
23  TX Mary Kay ___
24  motor oil viscosity
      number
25  “Texas, Our Texas!
      ___ hail the mighty
      State!”

26  TXism: “____  __
      a dish rag”
27  eat too much, e.g.
32  TXism: “__ hill for
      a stepper”
33  2nd gov. init.
34  this Gray played
      J.R.’s wife on
      “Dallas” (init.)
36  “neither” sidekick

37  this Paul wrote a
      song for TX Holly
38  regenerates
39  TXism: “lend _ 
      ____” (assist)
40  AC openings
41  TXism: “____ bien”
      (good)
43  TX Buddy Holly’s
      “It’s __ Easy”
45  Mexican “is”
47  this fits through
      a stirrup (2 wds.)
48  effrontery
55  powerless fire-
      cracker (2 wds.)
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  frionastar@wtrt.net

call (806) 250-2211 or fax  (806) 250-5127

June 24
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in 
the Senior Citizens Center

June 28
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in 
the Senior Citizens Center

July 1
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in 
the Senior Citizens Center

July 4
• Independence Day
• Firework show at Reeve Lake 
beginning at dusk

July 5
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in 
the Senior Citizens Center
• Noon Lions Club meeting at The 
Farm Wife Kitchen at Noon

July 5-17
• Summer Drama Workshop

July 8
• Senior Citizens meal at noon in 
the Senior Citizens Center

U.S. Government
President: Joseph R. Biden, The White House, 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111, 
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922. 

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House 
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312 
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office, 
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 

12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.
Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, 

Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st Floor, Lobby box 28, 
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.
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PAGE 2 PTSD Awareness Day is June 27th
June 27th is National Post Traumat-

ic Stress Disorder and Injury Aware-
ness Day. It is a day dedicated to 
raising awareness around the signs, 
symptoms, and stigma, associated 
with PTSD. As a former Infantry Offi-
cer with two deployments to Afghani-
stan this issue is deeply personal to 
me. The U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) has reported that some-
where between 10-15 percent of Vet-
erans have a clinical diagnosis for 
post-traumatic stress. That number is 
likely far greater. A recent survey sug-
gests at over a quarter of our popula-
tion believes PTSD is incurable and 
those who have it are dangerous and 
mentally unstable – it is for this rea-
son that so many Veterans refuse to 
seek help. 22 Veterans will take their 
own life today, two thirds of them will 
have never stepped foot inside a VA 
facility – 15 Veterans will die today 
without ever asking for help.

The redeployment process was like 
an assembly line, 2,600 soldiers go-
ing from office to office getting their 
checklist signed off by each office 
(dental, vision, finance, etc.). The 
mental health station was no differ-
ent, walk in, answer a few questions, 
get your sheet stamped and leave. 
It was June of 2006, I had returned 
a week earlier from a 16-month de-
ployment to Afghanistan. I walked 
into the mental health office and 
without looking up a man asked, 
“what was the worst thing you expe-
rienced while you were deployed?” I 
proceeded to tell him, in detail, about 
the suicide bomber attack on my pla-
toon that resulted in every member of 
the platoon being awarded the Purple 
Heart. He looked up at me and said 
“Lieutenant, that is the worst story 
I’ve heard all day.” He left me with 
one question “am I still me?” I said 
yes, partially because I thought it was 
true, but partially because if I knew if 
I said no it would mean an early end 
to my career. Over 30 soldiers would 
recount the same attack that day, 
30 soldiers would answer “Yes, I’m 
good” and walk out of the office with 
their paper stamped “cleared MEN-
TAL HEALTH” and start preparing for 
the next deployment.

Fast forward a few years, I left the 
military, used my GI bill to get a mas-
ter’s degree, and had started a new 
career in management consulting. 
The guidance most people gave to 
Veterans starting civilian careers was 
to not talk about being a Veteran, so I 
did not. During a conversation with a 
colleague, I happened to mention my 
service because it was related to the 
topic at hand. My colleague stopped 
and said, “I didn’t know you were in 
the Military, you’re remarkably well 
adjusted.” Not exactly a compliment 
but also not far from the truth – from 
the outside I was a normal business-

man, from the outside you could nev-
er tell that had it not been for an Af-
ghan guard who grabbed the suicide 
bomber at the last minute I probably 
wouldn’t have seen my 26th birthday, 
from the outside I was still me. On the 
inside, these memories are defining 
moments, “you can’t unsee a suicide 
bomber attack” or all the other mem-
ories associated with combat. Again, 
from the outside for the most part you 
can’t tell what another person has ex-
perienced but these memories tend 
to pop up at the unexpected times. A 
child’s nosebleed triggers a memory 
you’re not equipped to deal with as 
you comfort the child in the middle 
of the night. That’s PTSD. Its your past 
fighting with your present and no one 
on the outside can see that battle.

I cannot describe the weight of 
command, especially in a combat en-
vironment. As a junior officer I was 
given the responsibility of leading an 
amazing team of men and women. 
The mantra of “mission first, people 
always” was a heavy reminder that it 
was my job to maintain a balance of 
keeping my soldiers safe and accom-
plishing our mission. I wasn’t always 
successful at either, but we all came 
home alive.

Today, my office is built for our 
“zoom world” behind me hang the 
awards and pictures that represent 
the proverbial “T-shirt” as in been 
there, done that, I’ve got the T-shirt to 
prove it. In front of me, out of view of 
the camera, a collection of bracelets, 
each inscribed with the name of a 
friend or colleague I’ve lost, either to 
our enemies abroad, or the demons 
within. So, while the world see’s all 
my accomplishments I am confront-
ed with my why – the friends I’ve lost. 
There is one in particular that inspires 
me to do more every day – the one I 
couldn’t save.

Every loss is painful. As I mentioned 
I was lucky, I had amazing NCO’s and 
soldiers, they are truly exceptional 
and many continue to serve our great 
nation. During our deployment in 
2006 I honestly lost count of how 
many times we came into contact 
with the enemy, the suicide bomber 
was the worst, but not the only attack. 
We were lucky, we lost friends while 
we were out on mission, but when 
those wheels touched U.S. soil, we 
had all made it back.

June 16, 2019, it was Father’s Day, 
and I was up early, partially because 
I don’t sleep well, and partially be-
cause I enjoy the peace of the early 
morning. I learned through Facebook 
that I had failed. That night one of my 
soldiers had taken his own life. This 
was not my first, second, or 10th time 
dealing with suicide, but it was by far 
the most personal.

There is a certain power and re-
solve that comes with acceptance of 

a great loss. After that day it became 
clear that while I couldn’t change the 
past we could do more moving for-
ward. We have a running Facebook 
message – which is mostly filled with 
the type of dark and profane humor 
that only an Infantry Soldier would 
understand but it connects us, a con-
stant reminder that there’s always 
someone there who “gets it.” In the 
Ranger’s Creed there is a line “I will 
always shoulder more then my fair 
share of the task, whatever it may be;” 
with every loss, whether by combat 
or suicide, it’s our responsibility to 
shoulder their load and to carry the 
memory of them forward.

On any given day there are around 
19 million Veterans, living and thriv-
ing in communities across the coun-
try. Approximately 22 Veterans take 
their own life, every day. This is 
nothing less than a national tragedy 
and we’ve dedicated an enormous 
amount of resource to trying to solve 
this issue. A recent survey found that 
almost 70 percent of Americans be-
lieve that most Veterans struggle with 
PTSD, while 25 percent of Ameri-
cans believe PTSD is untreatable, 
and those with PTSD are violent and 
dangerous. The truth: PTSD is treat-
able, and many of those who carry a 
PTSD diagnosis are able to thrive in 
their post service life with minimal, if 
any, clinical intervention. The biggest 
threat to our Veterans is the stigma 
we attach to mental health issues like 
PTSD as it prevents us from seeking 
help.

As a society, and as Veterans we 
must do better, this same survey 
showed the misperceptions about 
PTSD were even more prevalent 
among the Veteran community than 
our civilian counterparts. Steven Am-
brose once said that Veterans gave 
the best years of their lives in the de-
fense of our country, when they leave 
the service there is a strong desire to 
make up for lost time. Veterans thrive 
in civilian life when they are able to 
find their why, their new purpose. By 
having these candid conversations, 
we can break the stigma associated 
with mental health and make it easier 
for a Veteran to seek help when they 
stop being themselves.

Joseph Reagan is the Director of 
Military and Veterans Outreach for 
Wreaths Across America. He has over 
10 years’ experience working with 
leaders within Government, non-prof-
it, and Fortune 500 companies to de-
velop sustainable strategies support-
ing National Security, and Veterans 
Health. He served 8 years on active 
duty as an officer in the U.S. Army in-
cluding two tours to Afghanistan with 
the 10th Mountain Division. He is a 
graduate of Norwich University, the 
oldest private military college in the 
country.
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Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from June 10, 2021 to June 17, 2021

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Summer Is...     I love summer!  I enjoy 
cool, juicy watermelon, 
sticky, dripping popsicles,
spicy, barbecued chicken,
crispy potato chips and
all the goodies in 
picnic baskets.

1.                                                       ___  ___  ___  ___   at a picnic

2.   a                         ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

3.                                            ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

5. chasing a                           ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

   in the backyard with friends

Summertime Means...
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   Yup! That
warm sunshine
sure feels good!

I‛m just
a

litt
le

ant,

but I‛m

goin
g to

clim
b

thi
s

pla
nt..

.

that glows in the dark

6. thunder 
      and  

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
during storms

fluttering by

1. in hot water
2. full of hot air
3. hot under the collar
4. not so hot
5. red-hot
6. strike while the iron is hot

A. brags or doesn’t make sense
B. just okay, not very good
C. very exciting or successful 
D. in trouble; someone is 
    angry with you
E. do something before 
    you lose the chance
F. has a quick temper; very angry

   Hot
Expressions
  Match each expression 
below to its meaning:

        Turtles sit in the sunshine to get the sun’s light and heat. It 
     is one way they regulate their body temperature. Basking in the 
     sun helps them to warm up. It also helps them digest their 
                              food more easily. Turtles can overheat if they 
                              sit in the sun too long. Just like people, they 
                              head to cool water or shade when hot!

Fill in the blanks with 
summery things:

Huh?

A Lazy Summer Day...
  I went to the 
store. A cold
drink was my
mission.
  But, a sign on 
the door said...
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Sorry, Gone
Color Key:  B = Blue  G = Green

season

storms

sizzling

screaming
sleeping

super

sweet

secret

sunning
sandcastles

swimming

singing

sticky

studying
sliding
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     I really like the summertime, 
but sometimes it is too hot and 
humid for me! On some days I
just feel like I’m melting away. 
Before I do, read the clues to
fill in my puzzle about  
   summer. Notice that the    
      answers all begin with the
      letter “s”! Even in the heat 
        I think I’m pretty clever!
  1. ________ and tart 

    pink lemonade
2. ________ popsicle juice streaking down your arm
3. ________ hideaways under drooping tree branches
4. ________ reading clubs and programs at libraries
5. ________ for growing flowers, apples, pumpkins
6. ________ and splashing in the lakes
7. ________ at the top of a roller coaster
8. ________ suddenly springing up
9. ________ built at the beach
10. ________ stars and constellations in the night sky
11. ________ under the stars while camping
12. ________ turtles and snakes on rocks and logs
13. ________ grills cooking favorite foods
14. ________ crickets (rubbing their front wings together)
15. ________, spinning and swinging on 
     playground equipment 

A Secret 
    Spot

4. picking     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___
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Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2021 V17-25                 www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

...sweating, sliding and sunning.Summer is the season of swimming,...

Phone: 806-250-2211 • Fax: 806-250-5127 
Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

(6/14/21) Daniel Kainer, 31, of Tomball was arrested 
by the Farwell Police Department on a charge of Pos-
session CS Pg1 < 1g, pending Grand Jury.

(6/15/21) Marcelo Chingo, 26, of Friona was arrested 
by the Friona Police Department on a charge of DWI, 
pending County Court.

(6/15/21) Delia Ruiz, 31, of Friona was arrested by 
the Department of Public Safety on a charge of Sexual 
Assault of a Child x 3, pending Grand Jury.

(6/11/21) Cristie Friesen, Mary Friesen — Wayne 
Friesen, Tiffany Friesen — A tract of Land in the NE 
1/4 of the SW 1/4 Sec 1 Blk X W.D. and F.W. Johnson 
Subdiv Parmer County

(6/14/21) Glennella Appling — Jeff Appling — All 
of L 12 Blk 30 of the Original Town of Friona in Par-
mer County Vol 5 Pg 421

(6/14/21) Glennella Appling — Jeff Appling — All 
of Lots 2 and 5 of Blk 11 of the Drake Revised Subdiv 
and Addition to the City of Friona in Parmer County 
Vol 104 Pg 209

(6/14/21) Erma Schilling — Kevin Schilling, Linda 
Schilling — All of N 348.5 Ac of Sec 14 Township 5 
1/2 S R 5 E of a Capitol Syndicate Subdiv in Parmer 
County Vol 28 Pg 563 in Parmer County

(6/16/21) Leon Wilson — Wade Wilson — 1.00 Ac 
of Land in the N 1/2 of W 337.4 Ac of Sec 39 Doud and 
Keefer Subdiv in Parmer County

The Friona Public Li-
brary and Texas AgriL-
ife Extension have part-
nered for the Books & 
Bites program to teach 
children entering grades 
2nd-5th about food and 
nutrition through read-
ing. The program will 
occur every Thursday in 
July from 9:30 am to 10:15 
am at the Friona Library. 

For questions or more in-
formation, contact Wen-
dy at 806-251-5120.

«««
Independence Day is 

just around the corner! If 
you were thinking about 
buying fireworks don’t 
forget to stop by the fire-
work stand starting this 
weekend. Remember to 
use extreme caution with 

fireworks this year, as we 
are still in a drought. 

«««
Despite the burn ban, 

Friona will be having a 
firework show on July 
4th. The firework show 
will take place at Reeve 
Lake after dusk (approxi-
mately 9:45). Personal 
fireworks will be allowed 
until midnight inside 

of the Reeve Lake area 
ONLY. Fireworks will 
NOT be permitted any-
where else in City Limits.

«««
On Thursday, June 17, 

President Biden signed 
legislation to make Ju-
neteenth a federal holi-
day, commemorating the 
day that Texas residents 
learned that slavery and 
the Civil War had ended. 
Texas Senator Cornyn 
has been the lead author 
of a resolution honor-
ing Juneteenth each year 
since 2011. He also au-
thored a bill with Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jack-
son Lee (Texas-18) for a 
federal study of a Nation-
al Emancipation Trail 
from Galveston to Hous-
ton, following the path of 
slaves freed on June 19, 
1865 to spread the news, 
which was signed into 
law.

«««
Volunteers are need-

ed for the 15th Annual 
Cheeseburger Festi-
val. Volunteers will be 
needed from 7:00 am to 
4:00 pm and will help by 
setting up, handing out 
event information, pick-
ing up trash, assisting the 

cooking teams, clean-
ing up, etc. A bonus for 
volunteers is free wrist-
bands, which is good 
for a whole burger or 4 
quarter pieces, chips, 
and a frisbee. For more 
information, contact the 
Friona Chamber of Com-
merce at 806-250-3491 
or frionachamber@wtrt.
net. 

«««
Volunteers are needed 

for the 6th Annual Friona 
Kidz Building Camp. The 
camp will be from July 
20-24 from 5:00 pm to 
9:00 pm with a sleepover 
on Friday, July 23rd and 
breakfast following the 
next morning. Contact 
the Friona Chamber of 
Commerce for more in-
formation 806-250-3491 
or FEDC@WTRT.NET

«««
PMC will host a Co-

vid Vaccination Clinic on 
Friday, July 2nd. See page 
6 for more details. 

«««
Bricks from the Primary 

School will be available 
for the public to keep as 
mementos. Project Su-
perintendent Lorenzo 
Soto said that bricks will 
be available for pick-up at 

the northwest corner of 
the property. As a safety 
precaution for everyone, 
please do not walk into 
the zone of demolition. 
Pick up the bricks at the 
designated area. 

«««
June’s full moon is best 

known as the strawberry 
moon, as it’s the first full 
moon after the summer 
solstice. While the straw-
berry moon will reach 
peak illumination at 
around 1:40 p.m. CT to-
day (Thursday), it won’t 
be visible until it rises 
above the horizon at sun-
set. So look towards the 
eastern skies for a sweet 
sight tonight.

«««
National Days

June 24:
Handshake Day 

June 25:
Take Your Dog 

to Work Day
June 26:

Summersgiving 
June 27:

PTSD Awareness Day
June 28: Insurance 

Awareness Day
June 29:

Camera Day
June 30:

Meteor Watch Day

You could be a Cheese-
burger Champion! The 
July 2nd deadline for 
entering your team in 
the Cook-off at Friona’s 
15th Annual Cheese-
burger Festival on July 
17th is fast approaching. 
Teams will be compet-
ing for prizes of $1000 
for first place, $300 
for second place, and 
bragging rights as the 
People’s Choice Award! 
The cook-off is open to 
both professional and 
amateur chefs and each 
contestant must com-
plete a short course in 
food safety preparation 
the morning of the con-
test.  All burgers must be 
1/3 lb., cooked on-site, 
and to the temperature 
specifications of food 
safety specialists. Burg-
ers must be composed 
of 100% pure beef. Beef, 
buns, cheese, lettuce, 
onions, tomatoes, and 
ice will be provided. 
Cheese will be in blocks 
ready to slice or shred. 
Burgers can include any 
combination of condi-
ments, spreads, fruits, 
veggies, and sauces. 
Teams will need to take 
their own shade, grill, 
tables, chairs, and cool-
ers to keep the beef 
cool. Teams need to 
bring enough of their 
“secret ingredients’’ to 

Deadline for Cheeseburger Cook-off is July 2nd

TheThe

start serving the pub-
lic at 11:30 am (at least 
enough for 300 people) 
and to continue cooking 
until 2:30 pm. Each team 
will also be responsible 
for the clean up of their 
area as well as making 
sure all the drips from 
the cookers are con-
tained and disposed of 
or absorbed properly. 
No smoking will be al-
lowed in the cooking 
areas. The schedule for 
the Festival is as follows: 
Set up at 7:30 am, Ori-
entation, Rules & Food 
Safety Presentation, and 
Drawing of numbers 
from 7:30 am to 8:00 am, 
Judging begins (will go 
in order of the numbers 
drawn in 10-minute in-
tervals) at 11:00 am, and 
the Public sale of Burg-
ers from 11:30 am to 2:30 
pm. Space is limited to 

only 15 teams this year 
(first 15 paid entries) so 
make sure to enter your 
team by noon on Friday, 
July 2nd, 2021. Team en-
try forms are available at 
www.friona-chamber.
com.
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June 24
Mitchell Smiley

Bethany Rushing
James Anthony

Janet Buske
Britten Avery Irwin

Helen Pharis
Diane Walser

June 25
Duran Vaughn

Sydonia McDaniel
Christopher Kemple

June 26
James Peace
Cade Brewer

Bristol Barnett
Jim Ellison

Jacquelyn Buchanan

June 27
Andy Alexander

Jo Osborn
Chad Wilkins

Kelly Cash
Ruben Rivera
Kathy Carthel

June 28
Sherry Atwell

Bill Hardin
Leslie (Wilkins) Ware

Jackie Stowers
Dwight O’Brian

Holly (Jack) Noble

June 29
Aleyda Lechuga
Andrew Stowers
Elizabeth Gore

Jim Varner
Tristan Gonzales
Taysha Huckins

Dewayne Procter
Tracy Bunker

June 30
Brook Stevick
Karene Cass
Keegan Neill

Jayden Madrigal
Dallas Reeves

Zack Fair
Dalton Surman

Jana St.Clair
Martin Lopez

Happy Birthday
Friona Folks

WHIPPED COTTAGE CHEESE AVOCADO DIP
10g Protein

115
Calories

7 g
Carbs

5 g
Total Fat

10 min
Prep Time

0 min
Cook Time

6
Servings

2 cups 2% milkfat cottage cheese
1 large ripe avocado, pitted and peeled
1 cup cilantro, chopped  
1 (1-ounce) packet dry ranch seasoning mix
1 tablespoon lime juice
Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Ingredients

Nutrition Facts

Instructions
1. In a food processor or blender, combine the in-
gredients and pulse until well blended and smooth.
 
2. Serve with favorite raw veggies or pita chips.  
 

Tips: 
For a chunkier dip, mash the avocado and mix all 
ingredients by hand. 

Stays fresh for about 4 days in the refrigerator.
per serving
Calories: 115
Protein: 10 g
Carbohydrate: 7 g
Fiber: 2 g

Total Fat: 5 g
Saturated fat: 2 g
Cholesterol: 7 mg
Calcium: 13% DV
Sodium: 723 mg

Gas prices edge down
By GasBuddy

Texas gas prices dropped 1.3 cents in the past week to 
an average of $2.75 per gallon, according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. Gas prices in 
Texas are 1.1 cents per gallon lower than a month ago 
and stand 91.7 cents per gallon higher than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest 
station in Texas is priced at $2.14 while the most ex-
pensive is $3.49 per gallon. The national average price 
of gasoline fell 2.1 cents in the last week to an average 
of $3.05 per gallon. The national average is up 2.0 cents 
per gallon from a month ago and stands 93.5 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago.

“The ferocious rise in gas prices has finally started to 
cool as gas prices have eased across a majority of the 
country for the first time in months,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy. “There 
have been some challenges in pockets across the coun-
try as demand remains very healthy, and stations in 
some areas where demand is very high struggle to keep 
up with demand thanks to the truck driver shortage.”

De Hann continued, “As we head toward the July 4 
holiday, I’m optimistic that we’ll continue to see prices 
slowly drift lower before possibly rising in later July or 
August should we see any disruptions from hurricane 
season. But for now it seems most Americans are sim-
ply happy to be getting outside and back to some sense 
of normal.”

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice for gas prices and 
the only source for station-level data spanning nearly 
two decades. GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 times ev-
ery day from the most diverse list of sources covering 
nearly 150,000 stations nationwide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date in the country. GasBuddy data 
is accessible at http://FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

From the Friona Star Archives

POOL GRAND 

OPENING SAT-

URDAY….Two 

swimming ex-

hibition teams 

from Amarillo 

are scheduled 

to perform at 

Friona’s new in-

door swimming 

pool Saturday 

night as part of 

grand opening 

activities. Truett 

Johnson, pool 

owner, has not 

yet named the 

new $60,000 

enclosed rec-

reational facil-

ity. (Friona 

Star, Thursday, 

June 8, 1961)
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250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Friona Heritage Estates
Assisted Living
806-250-5599

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871
Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

A Turtle Named Flash

By Teena Hughs
What Makes You Smile?

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

The Holy Spirit’s Witness

June is one of my fa-
vorite months. It is filled 
with Camp New Dawn, 
Feller’s family reunion, 
my junior college re-
union, the College World 
Series, and 100 rodeos in 
100 days on the Cowboy 
Channel. Since I have of-
ficially moved to Barks-
dale, I have gotten Feller 
interested in America’s 
Real Voice; he likes it be-
cause Steve Bannon and 
the people on his shows 
are positive and encour-
aging about the truth 
coming out about what is 
going on in our country.

Now, I know that the 
things I have just listed 
here are not very excit-
ing to very many; but, 
they are the things that 
reflect my roots: God, 
family, friends, poli-
tics, and sports. I saw a 
meme on facebook to-
day that said, “Let your 
smile change the world, 
but don’t let the world 

change your smile!” That 
is why I choose to love 
the things I get to expe-
rience and enjoy during 
the month of June! These 
are the things that make 
me smile! But, I am not 
going to watch or partici-
pate in the things of this 
world that will change 
my smile!

I do not watch shows 
that go against God’s 
Word; I can’t list the top 
10 actors and actresses in 
Hollywood; I can’t list the 
most popular musicians 
in Nashville today; I have 
no idea who is playing in 
the NBA playoffs; I have 
no idea what the record 
of the Texas Rangers is to-
day; the list goes on and 
on. Things like these used 
to be so important to me. 
I can remember the first 
year I didn’t pay a lot of 
attention to the Dallas 
Cowboys’ season; I never 
dreamed that would ever 
happen, but having a 

baby does change things, 
doesn’t it?

We all have to choose 
what makes us smile, and 
hopefully Jesus agrees 
with our choices. If you 
aren’t sure, you might 
look at what you are 
spending your time and 
money on and ask Him 
about it. What do you 
need to be devoting more 
time to, or less time to?

I know I need to be 
spending more time with 
Jesus, but I have been 
consumed by getting our 
house in order, and I have 
been neglecting my rela-
tionship with Him. I have 
my biggest smile when 
I am praying and study-
ing like I should, and that 
hasn’t been happening. I 
need to get back to pray-
ing and studying so that 
the world won’t slip up 
on me and change my 
smile without me realiz-
ing it! Take care and keep 
smiling!!! 

Have you ever wit-
nessed something 
amazing?  I’ve witnessed 
my 11 year old son shoot 
his first two deer with 
one bullet, witnessed a 
horny toad shoot blood 
from its eyes, witnessed 
a cat charm a snake, 
and currently we have 
a cat that likes to sit on 
top of one of our goats, 
who graciously obliges.  
Amazing, right!?!  Defi-
nitely those are unique 
things, but the thing I 
love to see most of all is 
how God can change a 
person when they give 
their life to Jesus Christ 
and live fully surren-
dered to him.  In fact, it 
is a joy to see this, and an 
even greater joy to be a 
part of through sharing 

about Jesus and helping 
disciple those who come 
to him. 

Many times the word 
“witness” can speak of a 
passive observance, but 
it is also very much an 
act of sharing what you 
have seen, just as a wit-
ness would share on the 
witness stand in a court-
room.  In this sense, 
Jesus tells us in John 
15:26b-27a that the Holy 
Spirit “…will bear wit-
ness about me.  And you 
also will bear witness…”  
The Holy Spirit of God is 
active in the world today 
bearing witness about Je-
sus Christ, so that people 
will come to know Jesus 
Christ when they repent 
of their sin and place 
faith in Christ alone.  In 

fact, a huge part of the 
Holy Spirit’s witness is to 
happen through believ-
ers who are sharing the 
truth of Jesus to their lost 
friends and family mem-
bers around them.  This 
is how the Lord grew the 
early church and contin-
ues to expand the king-
dom today, through the 
faithful, Holy Spirit filled 
witness of believers!  
Many believers struggle 
with witnessing about 
Jesus, but the reality is 
that when you open your 
mouth to testify about 
Jesus Christ to a lost soul, 
you are being obedient 
to Christ and opening 
the door for the Holy 
Spirit to speak through 
you in a way that other-
wise would not happen.

Obituary

Wynona Martin, 91, 
longtime Friona resident 
passed away June 19, 
2021 in Friona. Viewing 
was held Monday, June 
21, 2021 from 9:00 A.M. 
to 8:00 P.M. with family 
visitation from 6:00 P.M. 
to 7:00 P.M. in the Ron 
Smiley Memorial Cha-
pel of HANSARD FAM-
ILY. Celebration of Life 
Services were scheduled 
for 10:00 A.M. Tuesday, 
June 22, 2021 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Friona 
with Rev. Gary Johnson 
and Chris Storey, offici-
ating. Burial followed in 
the Friona Cemetery by 
HANSARD FAMILY Fu-
neral Home of Friona.  

Wynona was born July 
15, 1929 in Friona to Carl 
and Martha Alvin Cold-

iron Carter. She later 
married Clarence Martin 
June 22, 1947 in Friona, 
and was married 70 plus 
years.  

Wynona’s heart was 
being a wonderful wife, 
mother, and grand-
mother, truly caring for 
her family with home-
made meals, handmade 
clothes, a fresh haircut, or 
her undivided attention 

at sports or other events.  
Preceding her in death 

are her parents, husband, 
1 son-Greg Martin, great-
grandson- Cole Jeffcoat, 
2 sisters-Glenda Death-
erage, and Carol Dean 
Huggins.  

Those to carry on her 
legacy include 2 daugh-
ters-Martha Turney and 
husband Fred, and Kathy 
Stone and husband JE, 
all of Slaton, 3 sons-Larry 
Martin and wife Jeannie 
of Friona, Mike Martin 
and wife Reta of Col-
lierville, Tennessee, and 
Keith Martin and wife 
Jacque of Amarillo, 1 
sister-Zada Milholen of 
Irving, 16 grandchildren, 
39 great-grandchildren, 
and 8 great-great-grand-
children. 

Wynona Martin
As a kid the joys of summer were most 

evident around the 4th of July. It meant 
fireworks, cookouts and a turtle race up 
at the community center by Reeve’s lake. 
As the days of June faded into July it was 
important to be on the lookout for a turtle 
to race. I was getting a little desperate be-
cause I hadn’t seen a turtle in weeks. Then 
around the first of July, I found “Flash”. 
His name was a true representation rela-
tive to turtle speed. Plus I thought it might 
help him go a little quicker if he had a 
fast-sounding name. Flash’s shell was 
decorated with red, white and blue paint, 
a little glitter and a few red feathers glued 
to the edge, he looked more like a Mardi 
Gras participant than a racing turtle, but 
I was hedging my bets that if he didn’t 
win the race maybe he could rank in the 
best looking category. The race began, 
and Flash flew (sort of) as he neared the 

finish line, a bigger snapping type turtle 
bumped Flash sending him in his shell, 
thus leaving us short of first, but he came 
back out in time for third. That afternoon 
I took “Flash” back to the tail water pit, no 
real worse for wear expect he might have 
caught a little grief from the other turtles 
until the glitter and feathers wore off.

A simple childhood memory that re-
minds me we are in a race. Life is a race 
towards home. We may get some deco-
rations or bumps and bruises along the 
way, but we keep going. So, if you see a 
little box turtle north of town with a worn 
out red feather, a little glitter with red, 
white and blue paint, that is Flash. He 
placed 3rd on July 4th, 197?? and is still 
going. It is not about finishing first, but 
finishing. You keep going too! Run the 
race before you, Jesus laid out the course 
follow it Home.
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The Risk to be Free
By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith

When there is talk 
about America’s deci-
sion to declare its inde-
pendence from Great 
Britain, it is easy to as-
sume the Continental 
Congress endorsed the 
idea, unanimously. 

But some representa-
tives were not enthusi-
astic. 

On June 28, 1776, Ed-
ward Rutledge of South 
Carolina wrote John 
Jay—the future Chief 
Justice– from New 
York, about his doubts 
and trepidations, even 
though he concluded 
that his like-minded 
colleagues might not be 
able to effectively op-
pose it. 

Rutledge and his fam-
ily had ties to England. 
His brother, John, stud-
ied law at Middle Temple 
University in London, 
and Edward Rutledge 
was a practicing lawyer 
in Charleston, SC, who 

had been admitted to 
the bar after studying at 
Oxford University and 
Middle Temple. 

As History.com re-
ports: “Neither Rut-
ledge brother was eager 
to sever ties with Great 
Britain, but it fell to Ed-
ward to sign the Decla-
ration of Independence 
and create the appear-
ance of unanimity to 
strengthen the Patriots’ 
stand. At age 26, Edward 
Rutledge was the young-
est American to literally 
risk his neck by signing 
the document.” 

The Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends 
Revolutionaries: A New 
History of the Inven-
tion of America by Jack 
Rakove. 

Source: History Mat-
ters, a feature of The 
Grateful American Book 
Prize: Showing our chil-
dren that their past is 
prelude to their future.

Nazareth’s 49th Annual German 
Festival and Suds & Sounds

In 1902, German-speaking families from the Amer-
ican Midwest began settling in Nazareth, Texas. Al-
though it has been more than 100 years, the German 
culture is still alive in Nazareth, with the Catholic 
faith, a strong work ethic, a spirit of volunteerism, 
large extended families, a love of the land, and a great 
sense of community pride. The soul of old Nazareth 
still flourishes, calling for a celebration of the German 
heritage. The 49th Annual Nazareth German Festival 
and Suds & Sounds will take place on Saturday, July 
10, 2021. Each pass for the event will be $12 and will 
allow one person a free German Sausage Meal. If you 
have any questions, you can contact Dustin Dyer at 
806-681-0116 or LaTrice Dyer at 806-681-9160.

Covid 19 Vaccination Clinic
Parmer Medical Cen-

ter is hosting a free Cov-
id 19 Vaccination Clinic 
on Friday, July 2, 2021. 
The vaccination clinic 
will be held from 1:00 
pm to 5:00 pm at the 
XIT Recreation Center 
in Bovina, TX. PMC is 
now offering the Pfizer 
vaccine for ages 12-17 
and the Moderna vac-
cine for ages 18 and 
up. Please call for an 
appointment on either 
of the Covid lines: 806-
240-1562 or 806-240-
1761.

Parmer Medical Cen-

ter está organizando 
una clínica de vacu-
nación del Covid 19 
gratis. La clínica de vac-
unación será el Viernes, 
2 de Julio de la 1:00 pm 
hasta las 5:00 pm en el 
salon XIT Recreation 
Center de Bovina, TX. 
PMC tiene la vacuna de 
Pfizer disponible para 
edades de 12 a 17 años y 
la vacuna Moderna dis-
ponible para edades de 
18 años y adelante. Por 
favor llame para más in-
formación y hacer una 
cita a: 806-240-1562 o 
806-240-1761.

Water Weekly
For the week of 06/21/21

Water conditions
For the ninth consecutive week, the 
area of the state impacted by drought 
has declined. The latest drought map 
for conditions as of June 15 shows the 
lowest area of the state in drought since 
May 2020. Despite that good news, 
drought remains entrenched in far West 
Texas.

Drought conditions
 S 12% now
 S 13% a week ago
 S 68% three months ago
 S 27% a year ago

Intensity

D0 abnormally dry

D1 drought - moderate

D2 drought - severe

D3 drought - extreme

D4 drought - exceptional

Map courtesy of 
the U.S. Drought 

Monitor

Key

Drought persists

Drought remains but improves

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

Map courtesy of 
NOAA

U.S. seasonal 
drought outlook
Over the summer, the 
National Weather Service 
anticipates only a small 
decrease in the total area 
of our state impacted 
by drought. But there 
is some good news for 
far West Texas. Though 
not eliminated, drought 
conditions in that area 
should improve by the end 
of September.

Written by Dr. Mark Wentzel — Dr. Mark Wentzel is a hydrologist in the TWDB’s Office of Water Science and Conservation.

Bryan McMath, Governmental Relations  |  bryan.mcmath@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-7850 
Lauren Munguia, Media Relations  |  lauren.munguia@twdb.texas.gov  |  512-463-2322 

www.twdb.texas.gov Stay connected:



Let us sell your property!

Friona
3/2/2 Brick  w/cent. h&a, fireplace, front & back yards, all-
electric, carport, storage building, fence ................$122,000

3/2 Country Mobile Home  4 acres, fenced back and side 
yards, new well, cellar, horse stall .......................Cont Pend

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, wood-burning stove, storage 
building, fenced backyard, close to High School ......SOLD

Bovina
NEW: 3/3/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, ceramic tile, fp, lots of 
storage, covered porch, corner lot, class 4 roof .....$179,500

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associate:
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

Advertise in the Star Classifieds

Call 806-250-2211 or email frionastar@wtrt.net

Advertise
in the Star 

Classifieds

Call 806-250-2211
or email frionastar@wtrt.net

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building
public.txdpsscheduler.com

By appointment only.

Business

Lost & Found

**Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Due to growth, 
Prairie Acres is seeking to fill multiple positions 
including CNA’s (both shifts), nurses, dietary 
and housekeeping employees! We are pleased 
to offer great health, dental, vision and life in-
surances, paid time off and sign-on bonuses for 
those that qualify! Interested? Come by and see 
us at 201 East 15th St. today!

806-250-2745

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a full time custodian.   
Hours are 7 am -6 pm with a 2 hour lunch and a 30 
minute break in the morning and afternoon.  Inter-
ested applicants may call Friona ISD 806-250-2747 
or Martha Moreno 806-346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona que ayude 
a limpiar la escuela a tiempo completo. El horario 
es de 7 am a 6 pm con un almuerzo de 2 horas y 
un descanso de 30 minutos por la mañana y por 
la tarde. Las personas interesadas pueden llamar 
a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

is on the Web at frionaonline.com

is on the Web at frionaonline.com

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX
Holly Campbell

BrokerThinking of
selling your 

house?
We have 
buyers.

Part-Time Help needed at Friona Senior Citizens

Contact Susan Gonzales at806-626-8602 (cell phone)

or Senior Citizens Center at 806-250-3645

or come by 1410 Washington

on Mondays or Thursdays

Help Wanted

Friona Interbank has an opening for a 
full-time teller. To apply online, please 

go to interbank.com. Thank You.

Don’t throw away your empty aluminum cans. 
Please place any cans you have in the trailer locat-
ed on the north side of the Friona Fire Department 
building on Main Street. Proceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the FHS Senior Class and help 
fund the graduation party.

You CAN do it!

HELP WANTED 

Feed Truck Driver
Competitive Pay and Benefits Package

 
Apply in person at:

Bovina Feeders, Inc.
1355 FM 145

Farwell, TX 79325

Sorry, Gone

A  Lazy Summer Day...

Summer is...
1 2

1.                                                       ___  ___  ___  ___   at a picnic

2.   a                         ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___   fluttering by

3.  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___  ___

4. picking     ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

5. chasing a                          

        ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___    

  that glows in the dark

   in the backyard with friends

a   n   t    s

b   u   t    t   e    r    f    l   y

c   a  m   p   i   n   g

b   e   r    r    i   e   s

f    i    r   e    f    l   y

l    i  g  h  t   n  i  n  g
6. thunder and  

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _____ ___ during storms

     Hot Expressions:

1
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A Secret 
    Spot

1. D, 2. A, 3. F, 
4. B, 5. C, 6. E

An
nim

ills
 LL

C 
© 

20
21

    
    

    
    

  

WE'RE HIRING!
PART-TIME 
LIBRARY CLERK

FR IO N A PUBLIC L IBRARY

Work would include daily tasks of the
library such as assisting patrons,
checking in/out library materials, 
re-shelving of materials, and helping
with the summer reading program.

Come pick up an application at the
Friona Public Library. 
Contact Anahi Gomez for any
questions (806) 250-3200

Deadline to apply
will be

 July 2, 2021

Lost Dogs

Lost 2 male Great Pyrenees. Both wearing green 
collars with name and # on them. Went missing 
at County Rd D between 14 & 15. Last seen June 
20th on County Rd 12 & K1. Please don’t chase. 
If seen, call ANYTIME!  Dede at 806-517-8976 or 
Mike at 806-517-8987.
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State Capital Highlights By Gary BordersCheck Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Upon the advice of a former student, I watched 
the award-winning film Nomadland last week. 

Nomadland, written and directed by Chloé Zhao, 
is based on a book of the same name by Jessica Brud-
er. The 2017 nonfiction book is a sweeping account 
of post-recession contemporary nomads like the 
fictional Fern. While researching the book, Bruder 
spent years following nomads across the country, 
and in doing so, showcased an invisible but signifi-
cant portion of the American workforce. The author 
spent months living in a secondhand van, which she 
named “Halen,” in an effort to better understand 
her subjects, like Linda May and Swankie, who play 
themselves in the movie. (www.time.com 2-15-2021)

This is not going to be a review of the movie, 
though I enjoyed it immensely.  Actress Frances 
McDormand, already a multiple Oscar winner, de-
livered another real performance similar to what 
she did in Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri 
(2018) and Fargo (1997).

It is the theme of the story that struck close.  
Being itinerant or displaced or homeless are not 

situations easily explained.  In Nomadland, McDor-
mand’s character Fern has been widowed and then 
laid off due to a plant closing after the recession. 
She is forced to move out of the company housing 
as the small community essentially shuts down.  An 
old, converted van becomes her home.  One of the 
movie’s most memorable lines: “I’m not homeless,” 
Fern says. “I’m just… houseless. Not the same thing, 
right?”

Another character Dave travels the country, too, 
working jobs at national parks. The audience is led 
to believe he has chosen the itinerant route for the 
temporary adventure. He also has a lovely house 
and adult children and returns there to stay when 
his first grandchild is born. Fern is invited to come 
and live—and she makes a valiant attempt—only to 
find herself sleeping in her van and then leaving af-
ter awhile without saying good-bye to Dave and his 
family who have grown fond of her.

Here is the where the movie became a little too 
real for me.  Sometimes I just have to get in my car 
and go.  Not the short trip to the grocery store for a 
break from anything, but the kind where I lose my-
self on the horizon.  Wandering, I call it.  

I do not have a home. I am not sure I want a home.  
Roots, yes.  But after my divorce many years ago, an 
inexplicable sense of homelessness invaded me.  I 
had everything I wanted and needed in Austin after 
retiring, but the need for seclusion returned.  I can 
assure you that relocating to the country tiny home 
I will soon inhabit will not quench my restlessness, 
but I suspect the solitary setting will help ward off 
the next inevitable need to move. Having a writing 
project will help, too.  There are no guarantees that 
I will find myself in the same place five years from 
now.  Sidenote: the fact that I taught school and 
lived in the same community for 41 years is remark-
able knowing my nature.

We are a strange lot, we nomads.
Sad not to feel the need to belong but scared to 

settle down. Anxious to have a bed on which to rest 
but often unable to sleep because it’s not our pillow.

I think we are much like cats—creatures who want 
to mill about at our own pace and be left to our own 
devices yet returning for the occasional human con-
tact.  

The thing is, I can’t stand cats.  Give me a dog’s 
loyalty, love, and companionship.

The paradox is my cross to bear.

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking • TeleBank (806) 364-8300

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking 
• Savings/ Real Saver

“The bank designed with YOU in mind.”
Three LocaTions To serve You

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

• Certificate of Deposits
•Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• ATM Cards/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

TIME FOR YOU TO  
PURCHASE A HOME? 

NMLS #631662

Come by and visit with home loan officers 
Myron Grantham and Jessica Lucas today! 

Applications are also available 
on-line at www.fnbhereford.com.  

officials have pointed out 
most of that money goes 
to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety.

Abbott appoints Cobos 
to PUC

Abbott last week ap-
pointed Lori Cobos to 
the PUC. She fills a term 
scheduled to expire on 
Sept. 1, although she 
could be reappointed. 
Senate confirmation is 
not required since the 
Legislature is not in ses-
sion. The PUC will have a 
full complement of com-
missioners for the first 
time since February.

“I am proud to appoint 
Lori Cobos to the Public 
Utility Commission of 
Texas, and I know that 
she will draw upon her 
wealth of experience and 
knowledge to faithfully 
serve the people of Tex-
as,” Abbott said.

Cobos has served in 
several senior-level posts 
at the PUC and ERCOT, 
including as chief execu-
tive and public counsel 
for the Office of Pub-
lic Utility Counsel. As a 
commissioner, she will 
draw a salary of $201,000 
annually.

Forest service firefight-
ers sent to aid other 
states

Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice has sent 25 firefight-
ers, including two engine 
crews, to wildfires in Col-
orado, Alaska, Arizona, 
New Mexico and Florida.

“Texas state resources 
are supporting wildfire 
suppression efforts in 
multiple roles, including 
firefighters, engine sup-
port, prevention team 
members, aviation op-
erations and support 
roles,” TFS said in a press 
release. The release said 
TFS remains dedicated 
to protecting the state’s 
natural resources from 
wildfire while assisting 
other states, a common 
practice. 

Across Texas, the po-
tential for wildfires re-
mains low due to the 
copious amounts of 
rain this spring. For cur-
rent conditions, visit 
the Texas Potential Out-
look site: https://tinyurl.
com/3j84srd7
Vaccine rate continues 
to slow

The number of Texans 
who are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 has hit 
11.4 million, about 39% 
of the state’s population, 
according to Texas De-
partment of State Health 
Services.

Across the United 
States, 45% of the popu-
lation is fully vaccinated. 
Texas ranks in the low-
er tier of states in per-
centage of population 
that is fully vaccinated. 
However, the number 
of new COVID-19 cases 
in Texas dropped con-
siderably from the pre-
vious week, with 8,414 
reported by the Corona-
virus Resource Center 

at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, along with 186 
deaths. Hospitalizations 
dropped slightly, with 
1,564 lab confirmed CO-
VID-19 patients in Texas 
hospitals, according to 
DSHS.

STAAR tests show drop 
in math results

Results from the State 
of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readi-
ness, which measures 
students’ knowledge of 
several subjects, shows 
a sharp drop in math 
scores, the Texas Stan-
dard reported last week. 
The new scores came af-
ter a school year unlike 
no other, with many stu-
dents taking classes on-
line at home because of 
the pandemic.

Only 42% of high 
school students who took 
the primary high school 
math test were consid-
ered to be “at grade lev-
el,” down from 66% last 
year. This year’s STAAR 
results don’t include all 
students, since some did 
not return to school in-
person to take the exam.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of community 
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, in-
cluding in Longview, Fort 
Stockton, Nacogdoches 
and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.
com.

Heat wave prompts 
conservation call 

The Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas urged 
Texans to cut back on 
power usage last week 
when an unusually large 
number of power plants 
shut down for unex-
pected repairs as tem-
peratures soared. ER-
COT officials announced 
Friday that Texans could 
resume normal levels of 
electricity use, however.

ERCOT came under 
fire after widespread out-
ages during the winter 
storm in mid-February, 
resulting in the CEO be-
ing forced out and much 
of the board replaced.

Saturday marked the 
official first day of sum-
mer.

Border wall construc-
tion plan unveiled

Gov. Gregg Abbott last 
week announced several 
key facets of his plan for 
the state to build a wall 
on its border with Mex-
ico. Abbott and other 
state leaders signed a let-
ter during a press confer-
ence, allowing the trans-
fer of $250 million to 
begin construction and 
to hire a program man-
ager and contractors. 
The program manager 
will hire contractors and 
subcontractors needed 
to build the wall and 
will identify available 
state land, as well as pri-
vate land whose owners 
are willing to volunteer 
space for the wall.

Meanwhile, Land 
Commissioner George 
P. Bush announced ap-
proximately 591,595 
acres of state-owned 
land will receive emer-
gency authorization to be 
used to build part of the 
wall. Texas and Mexico 
share 1,254 miles of com-
mon border, according to 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

The governor is also 
seeking donations for 
building a wall via www.
borderwall.gov. State 
lawmakers allocated $1 
billion for border securi-
ty in the recently passed 
budget, but Democratic 

Lions learn about fiber
Amy Linzey, CEO of 

WTRT/WT Services, 
was the guest speaker 
at the Noon Lions Club 
meeting last Monday 
at The Farmwife Kitch-
en. Shelby Axe, Busi-
ness Solutions Man-
ager, was also present 
to answer any and all 
questions. One of the 
main topics discussed 
was the exciting news 
that within the next 
year the entire WTRT/
WT Service area, in-
cluding Friona, will 

have fiber installed to 
the premises. Custom-
ers will then have the 
option to purchase al-
most any level of inter-

net speed they want at 
their home or office. 
Fiber is the future and 
the future is coming to 
Friona.

Shelby Axe & Amy Linzey
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The Pam and David White Group

www.806-HOMES.com

Stop by
Our New Office!

108 S. 9th Street
Friona, TX 79035

"In the Heart of Friona"

Karla Rector(scan with your smartphone camera)

Office Phone - (806)414-2273

REALTOR®

3 Bedroom
2 Bathroom
2 Car Garage
2,324 Sq. Ft. (per Appraisal District)

703 Ridgelea Drive
Bovina, TX 79009

See This Stunning

3D Virtual Tour
Offered on ALL
 of our Listings!

Under Contract - 1 Day

Asking - $170,000

(scan with your smartphone camera)

4-H News Friona FFA Chapter News
Local Teams compete in the Texas 4-H Roundup at Texas A&M

The Texas 4-H Roundup is a quali-
fying and invitational event for 4-H 
youth who placed in a district level 
roundup or signed up to compete 

in one of the invitational events. The 
Texas 4-H Roundup has around 50 di-
verse competitions that tie in with the 
many projects that 4-H has to offer. 

The 4-H Senior Meats Judging team finished in 8th place. (l-r) Janelle 
Duffy, County Agent, Gabe Abarca, Emma Schueler, and Tristan Schueler.

The 4-H Senior Livestock Skillathon team finished in 12th place. (l-r) 
Janelle Duffy, County Agent, Charlie O’Borney, Landry Henderson, and 
Emma Schueler.

Just wrapped up a week of lead-
ership camp with our officer team! 
We look forward to this upcom-
ing year as these young individu-
als take what they have learned on 
how to work together, be positive 
and influential leaders, better our 
program, and to lead us to big-
ger and better success for years to 

come! The 2021-22 Friona FFA of-
ficers are: Jaden Phillips, Advisor; 
Elijah Robledo, Sentinel; Emma 
Schueler, Treasurer; Caden Bun-
ker, Vice President; Tim Ally, Presi-
dent; Anthony Abarca, Secretary; 
and Stef Ally, Reporter.

Source: Friona FFA Chapter face-
book page

Elijah Robledo, Caden Bunker, Emma Schueler, Jaden Phillips, Stef Ally, 
Tim Ally

Jaden Phillips, Caden Bunker, Tim Ally, Steff Ally, Elijah Robledo, and 
Emma Schueler
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Family Picture (l-r): Jennifer Kendrick, Danny Kendrick, Pam Kendrick,  
Matthew Kendrick, Andy Kendrick, Davy Daniel

Back Row (l-r): Loren Martin, Pam Kendrick, Danny Kendrick, Gay Bridges, Will Eddins, Joe Bob Blackburn, Andy Kendrick, Greg Lewellen, Davy 
Daniel, Lyle Hale, Neal McCarty, Matthew Kendrick, Jacob Dominguez
 
Front Row (l-r): Jennifer Kendrick, Liz Pena, Sophie Lewellen, Shelby Lewellen, Jamie Lewellen, Beth Davila, Claire Dominguez, Eva Monreal, Sa-
mantha Cruz, Alryna McElreath, Yolanda Olguin, Josie Carrasco

1951-2021
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Friona Star Parmer Paws

Parmer Paws Parmer Paws Parmer Paws

A-1 Service Center

Friona Public Library Jr. HighCredit Union

Friona InterbankFriona City Pool Post Office

Language Academy learns about business
The Language Academy Crew averaged around 20 students this year. The summer program was directed by Mrs. Mendoza and her assistant, Cynthia Santiago. They 
took the students on tours of local businesses and taught them how community leaders make the economy work.

Crisis Counseling Assistance
and Training Program

COVID-19 MENTAL HEALTH &
INFORMATION HOTLINE

Call 877-320-0513  or  Text 806-516-3205
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.   |   Monday – Friday

Our mental health professionals are standing by to help

TEXANS
RECOVERING
TOGETHER

StarCare Specialty 
Health System is

providing a
COVID-19

Mental Health
and Information

Hotline.

J u l y  3 r d   

8 : 1 5  L i n e  U p

8 : 3 0  S t a r t  P a r a d e

 

1 6 0 6  W  1 0 t h  S t r e e t
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Texas dairy production is being limited by processing capacity, but the mar-
ket and demand bounced back after disruptions amid pandemic uncertainty. 
(Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Kay Ledbetter)

Texas dairy production faring well despite setbacks, processing limits
By Adam Russell

Texas dairy produc-
ers are experiencing 
better prices and im-
proving market condi-
tions as the economy 
continues to emerge 
from the pandemic, but 
processing limitations 
are holding them back, 
according to a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service expert.

Prices have rebound-
ed compared to a year 
ago, said Jennifer Spen-
cer, Ph.D., AgriLife Ex-
tension dairy special-
ist, Stephenville, and 
demand continues to 
be high for milk and 
milk products from 
cheese to ice cream.

Spencer said Texas 
has surpassed New 
York to become the na-
tion’s fourth-leading 
milk producer with 
1.32 billion pounds. 
But a lack of processing 
plant capacity has lim-
ited dairy expansion.

“It’s good and bad 
news,” she said. “Prices 
are good, but proces-
sors are overloaded 
with milk and a tiered 
program has been im-
plemented giving pro-
ducers an allotment of 

milk production before 
receiving a discount, so 
they’ve in turn had to 
pull back on produc-
tion for now.”

Spencer said pro-
ducers would like to 
be maximizing on the 
excellent crop produc-
tion fueled by rains this 
spring but will have to 
wait.

Ongoing expansion 
of the state’s process-
ing capacity with a new 
cheese processing fa-
cility in Amarillo will 
help to reduce the du-
ration of the allotment 
program, she said. 
Spencer suspects the 
state will quickly move 
into third place ahead 
of Idaho for U.S. dairy 
production once pro-
cessing volume allows 
Texas dairy producers 
to operate at maximum 
capacity and/or ex-
pand.

Texas dairy outlook 
good after ugly year

The good news is the 
Texas dairy industry 
overall emerged from 
more than a year of ad-
versity, Spencer said. 
Unfortunately, some 

dairy operations didn’t. 
She said there were ap-
proximately 400 reg-
istered dairies in the 
state in 2019. There are 
now 351.  

Texas dairy produc-
ers faced challenging 
times as COVID-19 
disrupted the market 
destinations for milk, 
cheese and butter due 
to school and restau-
rant closures. Uni-
form milk prices fell 
after March and April 
and dropped from $19 
per hundredweight to 
around $14 per hun-
dredweight. For the 
year 2020, the average 
price was $15 per hun-
dredweight.

Dairies also dumped 
around 14 million gal-
lons and incurred loss-
es of around $8 million 
in February as Winter 
Storm Uri brought the 
logistical chain from 
raw milk pick up to 
processing and prod-
uct delivery to a virtual 
standstill.

Prices slowly recov-
ered as the pandemic 
wore on but have yet 
to reach pre-pandemic 
levels – around $19 per 

hundredweight, Spen-
cer said. Milk prices 
were around $17 per 
hundredweight and 
could be poised to 
climb during the sum-
mer.

“There are a lot of 
creative milk products, 
which helps demand, 
but there is also that 
summer demand for ice 
cream,” she said. “That 
and the drop in milk 
production by cows 

during the summer, 
and we could see prices 
climb a bit more.”

Increased export de-
mand adds another ele-
ment to price forecasts 
being good for produc-
ers, Spencer said, add-
ing the future for Texas 
dairy production ap-
pears much brighter 
than in 2020.

“There have been 
positive developments 
lately,” she said. “Once 

the additional process-
ing is available, it’s pos-
sible that Texas could 
move into third place, 
but the two top pro-
ducers – California and 
Wisconsin – are way 
ahead. But, over the 
next decade with all the 
growth in the Panhan-
dle, who knows?”

Adam Russell is a 
communication spe-
cialist for Texas A&M 
AgriLife


