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Schedule of Events

4:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
« Santa & Mrs. Claus arrive at the City Park
with Miss Friona Kitzy Welch
and Little Miss Arribelle Hernandez
» Mayor Lewellen’s welcome speech
o FFA students gather children’s letters to Santa
o Choir will sing Christmas carols
« Vendors and Food Trailers in the Park
6:00 p.m.
« Christmas Parade of Lights participants
line up on Euclid between 10th & 7th Streets
6:15 p.m.
« Santa & Miss Claus finish greeting children
6:30 p.m.
o Christmas Parade of Lights begins

CHRISTMAS

in the Dok

The Friona Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture
Board of Directors would like to invite everyone out to
the Annual Christmas In the Park & Light Parade. What
a sight it will be to see all of our trees lit up so shiny &
bright! There is always so much hard work that goes on
behind the scenes to get this put together and we are so
thankful to have a hard-working board and crew that
comes together to bring fun events to our community.
A Big “Thank You” to our 2022 Christmas Tree Sponsors
for their generosity and support!

Templo De Adoracion e Frio Draw Driving School e
TW&M, LLC « West Texas Protein « State Farm, Homer
Haile ¢ Texas Farm Bureau Insurance o La Casa De Mag-
aly e SitePro ¢ Bi-Wize Pharmacy ¢ Southwest Cheese
e FNB of Hereford, Friona Banking Center ¢ Calmaine
Foods e FISD - Vocational AG Dept. « Cargill Meat So-
lutions e Hi-Pro Feeds e FISD - Student Council ¢ A-Tex
Dairy e FISD e Sea Scrolls « United Amigos e Ivy Cottage
Flowers & Gifts « Karla Rector, Ward Kellner Properties,
Inc. ¢ FFA - Sponsored by Optima Dairy )

Commissioners extend agreement
for wind energy project

Parmer County Commissioners Court met in regu-
lar session on Monday November 28, 2022 at 10:00
a.m. in the County Courtroom of the Parmer Coun-
ty Courthouse in Farwell, Texas. The meeting be-
gan with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the
American Flag and Texas Flag.

There were no comments from the public during
the open forum. Minutes from the November 14th
meeting were read and approved. Commission-
ers approved the payment of the accounts payables
as presented by County Treasurer Sharon May. The
Treasurer’s Payroll Report was also approved.

Danny Campbell, Fire Chief of the Friona Volun-
teer Fire Department, presented an updated request
for thermal imaging cameras. At the October 24th
meeting, Commissioners approved $16,736.00 in
ARPA funds to purchase 2 thermal imaging camer-
as for the department. Campbell told the Court that
the camera company was offering a special deal on 9
cameras which met the department’s needs but did
notinclude all of the “bells and whistles” of the origi-
nal 2 cameras. Commissions approved the revised
amount of $21,936.00 in ARPA funds to purchase the
9 cameras.

Commissioners approved an Interlocal Agreement
with PRPC to proceed with plans to open a Dispute
Resolution Center for the Texas panhandle. There is
no added cost to the county and the fees that are cur-
rently sent to Austin will now go to fund a new local
Dispute Center.

A public hearing was held concerning the inten-
tion of the county to adopt amended Tax Abatement
Guidelines and Criteria, pursuant to Chapter 312 of
the Texas Tax Code. After the hearing, Commission-
ers approved extending a previous agreement with
Lazbuddie Wind Energy, LLC that was set to expire at
the end of the year. The renewed agreement, with up-
dates and amendments, was extended through 2023
and stipulates that the project will be completed and
operational by December 2025.

Parmer County Sheriff Eric Geske informed the
Court that the Parmer County Law Enforcement
Center is currently housing 40 inmates of which 11
are paying customers from Deaf Smith County and
10 are paying customers from Dawson County. The
Sheriff’s Office is currently looking to fill one deputy
position and 2 dispatcher positions.

Call 806-481-3303 for information.

Agenda items regarding the consideration of fund-
ing for a Bovina splash pad and a request from coun-
ty employees for payment on unused vacation hours
were tabled. In other business, a water line under
County Road M was approved, an invoice from SPAG
regarding Llano Estacado Region O Water Planning
Group was denied, and the December 26th meeting
was rescheduled for Monday, December 19th.

The next scheduled meeting is Monday, December
12th.

All meetings are open to the public. Information in
this article is only a summary.

The Zellers (1-r) Philip & Tawanna, Makena, Lakota, and Ayaisha.

On Tuesday night, the Parmer
County Cancer Coalition hosted
their 2022 Survivor Dinner at the
Senior Citizen Center and the
event was catered by Holy Smokes

Barbecue. The catering business is
owned by Philip & Tawanna Zeller
and they serve Friona as well as
many other small towns in the Tex-
as panhandle. They worked with
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the City of Dalhart to raise funds to
help the families who suffered trag-
edies during the past few months.
The Zeller’s love small towns and
their loyal customers.

Texas Christmas tree industry expecting tree-mendous year

Written by Paul Schattenberg

It looks like the Texas
Christmas tree sales will
be getting a boost this
year, said a Texas A&M
Agrilife expert and oth-
ers associated with the

industry.
Fred Raley, tree im-
provement coordina-

tor with the Texas A&M
Forest Service, is among
those anticipating an in-
crease in Christmas tree
purchases in Texas, and
elsewhere, this year.
“Since COVID, there
have been far fewer fam-
ily gatherings around the
Christmas holidays,” he
said. “As aresult, there has
been an increased desire
for families to get together
— and to have a Christ-
mas tree as a centerpiece
of that gathering. Even
with COVID still around
and CDC guidelines in
place, the desire — and
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Texas Christmas tree growers are expecting another

good year for live tree sales. (Texas A&M AgriLife pho-

to by Laura McKenzie)

demand — is still there”

But not just any Christ-
mas tree, Raley said.
There will be a much
greater demand for live
Christmas trees, as many
people consider them the
quintessential symbol of
the holidays.

“People like to select
their own Christmas tree,
and there are many loca-

tions throughout the state
where they can choose
their tree and have it cut,’
he said. “For many fami-
lies, there is nothing like
choosing your own tree
and having the smell and
feel of a live Christmas
tree. It’s part of a Rock-
wellian view of a family
Christmas that many peo-
ple seem to be wanting to
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continue or recapture.’
He also noted that al-
most all artificial Christ-
mas trees are imported,
and live trees have the
benefit of being entirely
biodegradable.
Texas Christmas tree
production and pricing
According to the Texas
Christmas Tree Grow-
ers Association, TCTGA,
there are 175 Christmas
tree farms in Texas pro-
ducing some 200,000
trees annually on about
2,500 acres statewide.
This year, the live Christ-
mas tree industry in Texas
has had its challenges
from drought to rising
production input costs,
but TCTGA executive sec-
retary Stan Reed said he
does not expect to see any
drastic price increases on
Texas-grown trees.
Continued on page 10
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fCommunity Calendar\

Send Calendar information to: frionastar@wtrt.net
call (806) 250-2211 or fax (806) 250-5127

December 1
¢ Senior Citizens meal at noon
at Senior Citizens Center

December 5

e Senior Citizens meal at noon

at Senior Citizens Center

e Friona Noon Lions meet at

The Farmwife Kitchen

e Christmas in the Park at 4:30 p.m.

December 7
e Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid
is open from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

December 8
¢ Senior Citizens meal at noon
at Senior Citizens Center

December 13

« Packing bags for Snack Pak at 2:30 p.m. at the
north entrance of Friona United Methodist
Church and volunteers are always welcome!

-

&9 Ivy Cottage
Bridal Registry

Carly Drake &
Christopher Brian Rodriguez

Join our Bridal Registry Free of Charge!
Inquire at Ivy Cottage - 1100 N Prospect Ave
or call us at 250-8073

Come check out our greenhouse!

62()6(/(/(}/1/9‘/
%@gé@f/bﬂay

Carly Drake &
Christopher Rodriguez

Mtk Hoase

MARKET

Tyler Schilling
& Justana Tate

Kendall Barnett &
Oyama Buchanan

Call:
602-739-0813

Farmhouse to Your House

Hours: Thursday 11-5

Friday 11-5 - Saturday: 10-3

ON YOUR PAYROLL

U.S. Government

President: Joseph R. Biden, The White House, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111,
fax 202-456-2461, email comments@whitehouse.gov.

Senator: John Cornyn, 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-2934, fax 202-228-2856.

Senator: Ted Cruz B40B Dirksen Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510 202-224-5922.

Representative: Jodey Arrington, 2019 Longworth, House
Office Building, 202-225-4005. Lubbock District Office, 1312
Texsas Ave. #219, Lubbock, TX 79401. Abilene District Office,
500 Chestnut St. #819, Abilene, TX 79602

State

Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box
12428, Austin, Tx 78711-2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kel Seliger, P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin,
Tx 78711. 512-463-0131. Amarillo office; P.O. Box 9155, Ama-
rillo, 79105. 806-374-8994.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room CAP1W.10, Capi-
tol P.O. Box 2910, Austin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1% Floor, Lobby Box 28,
Amarillo 79101. 806-372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

THE FRIONA STAR (USPS 200-800) is published each
Thursday at 208 E. 11th in Friona Texas, 79035. Post-
master: send address changes to Friona Star, P.O. Box
789, Friona, Texas 79035. Periodicals postage paid at
Friona, Texas.

MEMBER
Annual subscriptions: T. l
$30 in Parmer County
$40 out of County TEXAS PRESS
$24 e-Star Online ASSOCIATION
STAFF: COMMUNICATION

Clint Mears ¢ Executive Editor

Holly Campbell « Associate Editor
Nathan Parson ¢ Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero  Accounting

office: 806-250-2211
mobile: 806-265-5200
email: frionastar@wtrt.net
website: frionaonline.com
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Changes urged in funding com-
munity colleges

A report submitted to state lead-
ers ahead of the 88th legislative
session’s opening in January urges
lawmakers to develop “an innova-
tive new model” to fund commu-
nity colleges.

The Texas Commission on Com-
munity College Finance, estab-
lished last year by the Legislature
and consisting of 12 lawmakers,
business leaders and community
college leaders, offered three sets of
recommendations for supporting
the state’s strategic plan for higher
education:

o Reward community colleges for
positive student outcomes

« Increase affordability and finan-
cial aid

« Increase capacity at colleges to
meet changing workforce needs

“We need a funding model for our
50 community college districts that
is bold, strategic and fully aligned
with our emerging workforce
needs,” said Woody Hunt, a mem-
ber of the commission and long-
time business leader.

The commission also recom-
mended the state make commu-
nity colleges more affordable by
increasing financial aid provided
by the state, more aid for dual-cred-
it courses and supporting work-
based educational opportunities,
such as internships and appren-
ticeships.

Under the state’s current system
for funding community colleges,
most revenue comes from tuition
and property taxes levied by the
college district. The state also con-
tributes some funding.

New power grid market draws
skeptics

The state Public Utility Commis-
sion is proposing an untested struc-
ture for the state’s power grid after
legislators ordered its overhaul in
the wake of the 2021 winter storm.
The Dallas Morning News reported
the proposed “performance credit
mechanism,” or PCM, “offers pow-
er producers a financial reward to
have their plants available during
times when Texans are consuming
the most energy.’

Some lawmakers are skeptical.
State Sen. Charles Schwertner, R-
Georgetown, questioned why the
PUC would create a new, untested
market mechanism, according to

The Morning News. In addition, a
consulting firm hired by the PUC
did not recommend the PCM.

The public and stakeholders have
until Dec. 15 to submit comments
on the proposal.

“I'm looking forward to seeing
what the marketplace and people
tell us,” Texas Public Utilities Com-
mission chairman Peter Lake said.

Feds provide disaster aid after
storms

The federal government has ap-
proved a request by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott for disaster aid for a dozen
Northeast Texas counties hit by se-
vere weather and tornadoes earlier
this month.

The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration granted access to its
loan program to businesses and
residents in Lamar, Morris, Bowie,
Camp, Cass, Delta, Fannin, Frank-
lin, Marion, Red River, Titus, and
Upshur counties.

“Northeast Texas residents and
business owners will now have ac-
cess to critical financial support
as they rebuild, repair and recover
from the physical damage and eco-
nomic injury caused by this storm
system,” Abbott said.

Applicants may apply online at
disasterassistance.sba.gov or by
calling 800-659-2955.

Search and rescue drone pro-
gram proves useful

The use of drones by game war-
dens with the Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department has helped to find two
missing persons recently and as-
sisted in the arrest of a man in East
Texas wanted in a shooting and as-
sault. Game warden Michael Hum-
mert responded to a report of an
elderly man who had gone missing
the night of Nov. 3.

“The setting sun prevented us
from locating him through usual
means,” Hummert said. “The ther-
mal drone picks up body heat,
which is necessary to locate some-
one at night. With the cold creep-
ing in, it was imperative to find him
quickly”

The Erath County sheriff’s de-
partment used cell phone records
to determine a general location.
Hummert mapped out a search
area and located the man with the
drone using a thermal scan and led
to deputies to the location. A simi-
lar situation occurred nine days lat-

er in Bell County. Hummert again
used his drone to locate the missing
person.

Heading farther east, another
TPWD drone operator, Doug Wil-
liams, was called to assist authori-
ties searchingfor a suspectwho shot
at and assaulted two people, then
fled into the woods. Using another
thermal drone, Williams found the
suspect hiding in the brush during
freezing weather. He was arrested
and later treated for hypothermia.

“Empowering our division with
the drone program in cooperation
with Gear Up for Game Wardens
donations creates a lifeline where
there wasn’t,” said TPWD'’s Lt. Mat-
thew Bridgefarmer. “Game war-
den drone operators arrive first on
scene to locate lost boaters and hik-
ers. We search in the aftermath of
natural disasters. At the end of the
day, this program saves lives.”

No COVID-19 vaccine mandates
for students

Abbott has told the Texas Educa-
tion Agency and school superin-
tendents that the COVID-19 vac-
cine cannot be mandated as part
of school entry requirements. This
overrides a recommendation from
the Centers for Disease Control that
added the vaccine to immunization
schedules for adults and school-
aged children.

“Regardless of what the CDC may
suggest, in Texas, the COVID-19
vaccine remains voluntary. Texas
schools shall not require students
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine for
any reason,” Abbott’s letter to TEA
and school chiefs said.

COVID-19 cases decrease across
state

The number of new cases of COV-
ID-19 reported in Texas during the
past week dropped to 9,836, with 40
deaths reported by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns Hopkins
University. Hospitalizations rose
to 1,259 lab-confirmed COVID-19
patients in Texas, according to the
Texas Department of State Health
Services.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-
winning Texas journalist. He pub-
lished a number of community
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texa
spress.com.
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or Spurs lizard ___
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some | Could Cry” Thing” (1975)
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the weekend (abbr.)

rock”

CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

TEXAS

Copyright 2022 by Orbison Bros.
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About December — The
name December comes
from the Latin word ‘de-
cem’ meaning ten. On
the Roman Calendar,
December was the 10th
month. However, Numa
Pompilius adjusted the
calendar when Janu-
ary and February were
added. December be-
came the twelfth month

and the calendar more
accurately reflected the
actual length of a year.

During December, the
winter solstice tips the
Northern hemisphere
its furthest distance
from the sun. Through
most of the month, we
lose about 2 minutes of
sunlight per day until

%ﬁ COURTHOUSE NOTES

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County
Clerk’s Office from November 17, 2022 to Novem-

ber 24, 2022

(11/18/22) Cecilia Giron Tresban, Sandra Gay
Howard — Brandon Foster, Jalaina Foster — A Tract
of Land in the Southeast Part of Lot 50, Section 31,
T9S, R1E, Capitol Syndicate Subdivision, Parmer

County, Texas

(R ) SHERIFF’S REPORT

\.._./

Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Eric Geske, Sheriff

(11/21/22) Juan Quixan Castro, 21, of Friona was
arrested by the Friona Police Department on a
charge of Criminal Trespass.

(11/26/22) Adrian Gomez, 43, of Canyon and cur-
rently in custody was issued a warrant in connection
to being arrested by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Of-

the winter solstice. The
winter solstice marks
the start of winter and
the shortest day on the
calendar. However, from
that day forward, the
days will slowly length-
en. They may not be
warmer, but the Earth
is tilting on its axis back
toward the sun.
* %

FSA News — The 2022
Farm Service Agency
County Committee
Elections began on No-
vember 7, 2022, when
ballots were mailed
to eligible voters. The
deadline to return bal-
lots to local FSA offices,
or to be postmarked, is
December 5, 2022. Andy
Carthel is nominated in
LAA1, Parmer County,
to serve as a commit-
tee member for a 3-year
term. Carthel resides
in Friona and has pro-
duced wheat, corn, cot-
ton, grain sorghum, and
cattle for over 10 years.
He is an active member
of the current FSA com-
mittee. More informa-
tion on county commit-
tees, such as the new

elections or at a local
USDA Service Center.
* % Kk
Time 2 Laugh — (1)
Why did the Oreo go to
the dentist? Because he
lost his filling. (2) What
do you get from a pam-
pered cow? Spoiled
milk. Source: https://
www.rd.com/list/short-
jokes.
* % Kk

Rainy Day News — Tex-
as Comptroller Glenn
Hegar announced this
week that he has com-
pleted the transfer of
about $7.3 billion into
the State Highway Fund
(SHF) and the Economic
Stabilization Fund (ESF;
commonly known as
the “Rainy Day Fund”).
Each fund received
nearly $3.64 billion, or
50 percent of the total
transfer. “In order to
meet the needs of these
new Texans and con-
tinue to attract business
investment, it is critical
that we invest in the in-
frastructure needed to
keep our state fiscally
healthy. The ESF and
SHF are critical assets

portunity to continue to
invest in Texas' future
and safeguard our state
against  uncertainty,’
Hegar said.
* % %

AllI Want for Christmas
— According to cand
ystore.com, the three
most popular Christmas
candies in the State of
Texas are Reese’s Cup
Minis, Peppermint Bark,
and Candy Canes. You
can visit https://www.
candystore.com/blogs/
holidays/christmas-
candy-popular-states to
view an interactive map
that shows the top 3
most popular Christmas
candies in each state.

* % %
Christmas Candy
Quick Facts
Source:
www.candystore.com
e 93% of people gift
chocolate and candy for

the winter holidays.

e« 1.76 Billion candy
canes are produced ev-
ery year for the holiday
season.

 31% of gift givers plan
to give candy.

e LEGOs are a top 4

million chocolate San-
tas are produced annu-
ally.

e 60% of Holiday shop-
pers started by the be-
ginning of November.

e 72% of people eat a
candy cane starting on
the straight end, the rest
start on the curved end.
o The largest candy cane
in the world was made
in Switzerland. It was 51
feet long.

e December 26th is Na-
tional Candy Cane Day.
e Canada spent $362M
(US$) in Dec. 2014 on
candy, confectionery, &
snack foods.

e 56% of holiday sales
are expected to be on-
line.

* % %
National Days
December 1: Pie Day
December 2:
Special Education Day
December 3:

Play Outside Day
December 4 :
Cookie Day
December 5:
Repeal Day
December 6:
Microwave Oven Day
December 7:

. ) _ ) 2022 fact sheet, can be for the people of Texas, = Christmas gift for both Cotton Candy Day or
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________________________________ Helping Hands Wow! You're
! I @ecem 681/ ®ayS! in Our Communities doing a great
| e | i i
. Varsity Boys Basketball | . N job of collecting
] I | really like the hustle and Star, here’s another stack of preselnt§ for
! ! \Q\| bustle of December days. donated gifts - a sweater, some peoplein our
: 11/18/22 : . Clothing and food drives are candles and gift certficates! community!

. Kress 6 8 14 16 44 We're gathering mhfqll swing. Bglls arfj ringing, [l | | Wishing
1 . 1 gifts for kids! choirs are singing an . 3 1
, Friona 13 8 5 12 38 orchestras are stringing colect™® r Mg | & poxing
I Kaden Jeter 34 points I together festive holiday tunes. ’S/Z‘/}, —
: : People are making gifts and shopping | "eading 4L | | | | | | f &
| | for presents. Families are decorating their ing 00 | 6 | | |
1 11/21/22 | homes with candles, greens, fruits and gatherfd p—tey ; | | | | F—
1 1 — — flowers. They are baking special treats
! Floydada 35 26 17 16 94 ! Read these clues tofill in the | and sharing meals with family and friends. 8[| | ]
! Friona 9 8 10 12 39 | ?aunzﬂzlliz :v:rheilitilr‘:g?:gteht?\ter' What is your family doing this month? )
: Kaden Jeter 24 points, Justen Trevino 8 points : 1. with family, friends to celebrate holiday traditions
: : 2 stockings, then waiting for Santa to come
1 11/22/22 I 3 events and selling items to raise money H
1 /22/ . 1 4. coats, hats and gloves to keep others warm
: Sanford-Fritch 11 22 27 19 79 : 5. gifts for friends and family
, Friona 18 7 9 9 43 6 and decorating cookies
| Kaden Jeter 27 points, Justen Trevino 8 points | 7 holiday books together
| | 8 latkes for Hanukkah
L e e e e a 9. candles on the Kinara (a special candleholder) for Kwanzaa
10. stories and teaching their holiday traditions
11. joyous songs
12. the elderly or ill to bring small gifts and cheer
() ® 13. their homes with lights, greens, flowers, fruits
Frlona ISD Notlce 14 family, friends and neighbors good health and happy holidays
15. socks, candy and notes to send to soldiers and sailors serving far away
ic Meeti
Of Publlc ee lng December is a month chock full of holidays, events, parties, | Mon. | Tues. | Wed. |Thurs. Fri. Sat.
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2022, at 7 p.m. 1, eve is celebrated on the ® L f%c?e —{ oM
last evening of the month (2 words) e r
The purpose of this part of the board meeting 2.first day of ____is the twenty-first 3[| | |
. . . , . 3. has many . Christmas,
will be to discuss Friona ISD’s rating on the Hanukkah. Las Posadas and 55 |
state’s financial accountability system. Kwanzaa =‘ o W4 | |
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Eggnog Month

December is National Eggnog Month so I thought I would start with an easy eggnog recipe for you to try out
this month. This recipe does notinclude raw eggs, but itis thick, creamy, and perfectly spiced. Hope you enjoy.

How To Make Eggnog Without Eggs (Mock Eggnog Recipe)
www.savvymamalifestyle.com

Ingredients
8 Cups Cold Milk

1 Package (3.4 ounces) Instant French Vanilla Pudding Mix

1/4 Cup Sugar

1 Teaspoon Ground Nutmeg
1 Teaspoon Vanilla Extract

1/8 Teaspoon Salt

1 Cup Heavy Whipping Cream
Optional Topping: More Nutmeg

Instructions

In alarge bowl, beat milk and pudding mix

on low speed for two minutes. Beat in the

sugar, nutmeg, vanilla, and salt. In a differ-
ent bowl, beat cream until thickened (about
3 minutes). Stir the cream into the pudding
mixture. Refrigerate until serving. Sprinkle
with additional nutmeg, if desired.

In search of—the past
few weeks of being with-
out my 2015 Honda
Civic with 190,373 miles
on the odometer have
me looking for a tank,
as in an M60 Patton or
Abrams model. For fuel
efficiency, I suppose the
latter would be a better
fit since I do drive quite
a bit.

A deer ran into me five
weeks ago. It. ran. into.

ISO: Tank That Gets 35 MPG

me. I was minding my
own business and driv-
ing a cautious 50 mph at
night in order to protect
the deer and my car. The
thoughtful gesture was
not appreciated, and this
creature took liberties
with my front right bum-
per which deployed the
air bag.

The insurance com-
pany called (again) this
week. The good news is

that the body damage is
repaired. The good news
is that the air bag is on its
way. The very, very bad
news is that it will prob-
ably be the first week in
January before it arrives.
(Insurance will not al-
low me to drive my car
without an air bag and
remain fully covered).
Two years ago, I strayed
from my insurance-sell-
ing father’s mandate to

Too Big to Bathe

By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith

Elizabeth Jaffray was
a White House house-
keeper during the presi-
dency of William How-
ard Taft; in a November
27, 1911, diary entry,
she expressed concern
about his health, noting
that she’d had a talk with
him and the First Lady
“about the Commander-
in-Chief’s ever-expand-
ing waistline,” says His-
tory.com.

“Taft's 5° 11" frame
carried anywhere be-
tween 270 pounds and
340 pounds over the
course of his adult life.
According to his biog-
raphers, he had to have
his shoes tied by his va-
let and often got stuck in
the White House bath-
tub and had to be lifted
out by two or more men.
Once, while visiting the
czar of Russia, Taft split
his pants seam while
descending from a car-
riage.”

Even so, he completed
his one term presiden-
cy, jettisoned to Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court in 1921, and lost
weight but never re-
couped his health. Taft
died in April 1930, one
month after vacating the
Bench.

For more information,
the Grateful American

Book Prize suggests Wil-
liam Howard Taft: The
American  Presidents
Series: The 27th Presi-
dent, 1909-1913 by Jef-
frey Rosen.

Source: History Mat-
ters: Showing our chil-
dren that their past is
prelude to their future
at the gratefulamerica
nbookprize.com website.

his children: maintain
life insurance, health
insurance, and car in-
surance + rental car in-
surance. I dropped the
rental car add-on during
an unfortunate season of
needing to trim my bud-
get after retirement. That
move is now costing me
dearly, dear reader.

Since the deer attack,
I rented a car for one
week. My daughter and
son-in-law offered their
minivan for 14 days, and
a family friend has been
gracious enough to cover
me the past two weeks. I
have now saved enough
to return to the car rent-
al place to fork over my
hard-earned cash on a
week-to-week basis. To
my dismay, Enterprise
does not rent tanks.

“We do have a nice Nis-
san Versa, Ms. Sullivan,
that will run you only
$40.99 a day”

In this season of holi-
day cheer, I am going to
maintain my joyful spirit
by being grateful that I
do have a job that will
help me cover the cost.

This week I will pick up
the vehicle that will have
no chance againsta deer-
-but will get 35 mpg.

This week I will be
adding rental car insur-
ance back to my policy.
For the rest of my life, I
will avoid driving when
dark.

If you know of any
tanks—or grill guards for
Honda Civics—please
contact me.

 Glapy Botidy
Dec. 1 Dec.5
Virginia Cleveland Teena Hughs
Dr. Ryan Sifford, PhD Charles Wilkins
Kyle Hurst Allison Johnston
Connie Cumpton JR Ortiz
Robin Renner
Dec. 6
Dec. 2 Roy Dominguez
Meredith Edelmon Roy Don Smith
Abbey Cramer Allison Jones
Mallory Kemple Tim Mercer
Bernie Lennon Alisia Rando
Phoebe Upton
Courtney London Dec. 7
Richie Perez Carla Sue Scott
Sherri Alger
Dec. 3 Darlena Burnett
Randie Hamilton Karlee Osborn
Cheryl Cunningham Audry Rowell
Corben Baxter
Thomas Maricle
Terry Davis
Timothy Schueler
Kinsey Barnett
Molly Rector
Sam Perez
Ashleigh LeRoy
Dec. 4
Erin Barnett To have your birthdays
Brock Field listed in the newspaper,
Deniss Field email them to
Myrna Barraza frionastar@wtrt.net
Daniel Cretsinger or call: 806.250.2211
Alejandra Arreola
\- J
A gift for the holidays
By GasBuddy

Average gasoline prices in Texas fell 10.2 cents last
week, averaging $2.83 per gallon, according to Gas-
Buddy’s survey of 13,114 stations in Texas. Prices
in Texas are now 31.9 cents per gallon lower than a
month ago and 11.0 cents per gallon lower than a
year ago. According to GasBuddy price reports, the
cheapest station in Texas was priced at $2.00 while
the most expensive was $4.49 per gallon.

The national average price of gasoline fell 12.4 cents
last week, averaging $3.52 per gallon. The national
average is down 22.7 cents per gallon from a month
ago but still stands 14.1 cents per gallon higher than
a year ago. The national average price of diesel has
fallen 7.9 cents in the last week and stands at $5.20
per gallon.

“As millions of Americans hit the road for Thanks-
giving, we saw gasoline prices continue dropping
coast to coast last week, and a new record was set for
the largest single day decline in the national average.
In addition, 47 of the nation’s 50 states have seen die-
sel prices falling as well, providing well-needed relief
ahead of the holidays and helping to stem the rise in
inflation,” said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy.

“All the metrics look very positive for motorists as
this week is likely to continue seeing falling gasoline
prices, with many areas falling to the lowest level
since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February. It’s
entirely possible the national average price of gaso-
line could fall under $3 per gallon by Christmas,
which would be a huge gift to unwrap for motorists
after a dizzying year at the pump.”

GasBuddy data is compiled from more than 11 mil-

lion weekly price reports covering over 150,000 gas
Subscribe to the

stations across the country.
Friona Star Today! ﬁ

806-250-2211 « frionastar@wtrt.net

PRE-OWNED
2020
CHEVROLET TRAX

The Stevens 5 Star Deal

STEVENS

% %k &k k

CAR & TRUCK CENTER
HEREFORD, TX

of the Week!

Stevens5Star.com
545 N 25 Mile Ave Hereford TX 79045 US
= 877-255-1067

Come see GLENN REEVE for all your

new and pre-owned vehicle needs today!

www.stevensSstar.com

[CIARIFIARY
100000

545 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, TX
800-299-CHEV
Cell: (806) 265-7034

Find us on facebook B I w I z e

With a steady job
and valid ID, you can take
18 months to pay!

Or 9o days same as cash.

Come see the new selections in our showroom!

ﬂ Request refills on the go using the
Rx2Go app for your mobile device!

www.biwize.com

FREE Delivery, limitations apply

Furniture phone: 806-247-2210 - Pharmacy phone: 806-250-2270
902 Main St. Friona, TX « Your hometown pharmacy

*Restrictions apply. See store for details
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Favor, Responsibility, Blessing

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

It is Christmas time and I am looking
forward to this most wonderful time of
the year as we get to make much ofJesus
in our homes, Churches and communi-
ty. Inlooking at the Christmas story in
the scriptures, Luke 1:30-33 caught my
eye as the angel Gabriel told Mary, Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father Da-
vid, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end”

Notice in these verses that Mary had
found favor with God. This favor with

God was not a license to float around,
do nothing and be super spiritual, but
it led to great responsibility that the
Lord had called Mary to. The humbling
responsibility was to be a mom, of Je-
sus, God’s own son! Such an important
task was entrusted to this daughter of
Israel, and would change the course of
her life forever, and impact the world.
The favor of God led to responsibil-
ity from God, which resulted in great
blessing in v32-33. This great blessing
was not just for Mary, but for all who
would trust in Jesus alone as their Sav-
ior and Lord. Christmas is a huge re-
minder that the greatest gift there ever
will be is Jesus Christ, and my hope is
that you will make much of Him this
month!

Panhandle Parables

Darkness Fell Over The Land

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Throughout  history

what God is doing. They

and the Word became

there have been times
where darkness seemed
to prevail against God’s
people. At the close
of the Old Testament,
Malachi looks to the fu-
ture and the need for
his people to return to
those things set out by
God through Moses in
the law. In the tradi-
tional canon of the Bible
you turn the page and it
is Matthew. But in that
page turn 400 hundred
years have passed with
them living, dying and
waiting for a Messiah.
The whole of human-
ity living in darkness in
some sense.

Then God sends an
angel to talk to Mary
and Joseph. Both are
asked in essence to trust

would, but I can only
imagine as to how dif-
ficult a thing that would
be...not yet married,
Mary with child (The
Child), the journey to
Bethlehem, staying in
a barn, yes trust God, I
am sure a doubt or two
crosses their mind, but
then it happened. God
came, in the form of the
Christ child. No need of
a prophet or an angel.
Light dispelled dark-
ness and all eternity
paused. Because of that
Light, there will always
be light. Darkness will
never prevail, because
darkness cannot put out
the light that became
the Light of men.
We know the
ry well. John said,

sto-

«u

flesh...” Jesus was born,
and Jesus would die as a
ransom to purchase the
sins of the world. Once
sins were purchased in
the sacrifice, God com-
pleted His plan with Je-
sus by resurrecting Him,
never again to die. Thus,
ushering in not only
light but hope.

If you know this story
and believe all that Je-
sus did to restore us to
Himself, then you know
hope. The world that
likens this to fairy tales
and mythology not only
remains in the dark, but
does so without hope.
We eagerly await His re-
turn, he will not come as
a child, but as the King
and darkness will never
again fall over the land.

Advent and Hope

By Teena Hughs

I have a man in my Sunday school
class who challenges me. He is always
asking me questions about what I
teach, and that is good for me, because
it usually shows I don’t know every-
thing I need to know about the subject
I am teaching. It is also good for all of
us, because Paul KNOWS the Bible,
and many times, he ends up teaching
us.

When I announced we would be
studying Advent until Christmas, he
told me he wanted to know everything
I could find about Advent, because
he didn’t know anything about it. So,
I have been trying to educate myself.
Paul is one that if it doesn’t come from
the Bible, then he really questions it.
Plus, it is a challenge to present a les-
son where he doesn’t have any ques-
tions; I don’t think it is ever going to
happen, LOL, but I am going to keep
trying. So, here is a very short “Clift’s
Notes” version of Advent, the season
that marks the beginning of the liturgi-
cal church calendar.

Advent is a very special time of year
that sometimes gets lost in the bright
lights of the Christmas season. We get
so caught up in doing things, like deco-
rating our houses, buying gifts, attend-
ing Christmas programs and parties,
sending out cards, etc., etc., etc., that
we don’t have time to celebrate the
reason for Christmas, the advent, or
coming, of our precious Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

Advent invites us to step away from
what can be a frenzied time of par-
ties and shopping to consider how we
commemorate the birth of Jesus, one
of the holiest times in Christian faith.

One of the ways many Christians
focus on the birth of Jesus is to light a
candle at the beginning of each church
service from the first Sunday after

Thanksgiving to Christmas Eve. There
are five candles in a wreath, three
purple, one rose pink, and one white
candle. I will talk about the candles
and what they mean each week until
Christmas Eve.

Last Sunday, the candle that was lit
in churches and homes was the Can-
dle of Hope or the Prophecy or Proph-
et’s Candle that stands for hope, spe-
cifically the Israelites’ hope that the
promised Messiah would come. When
Jesus was born, that hope was finally
fulfilled after centuries of waiting for
Him to arrive.

Like the prophets in the Old Testa-
ment, we hope for a Messiah to save
us from the sin in the world. So, we re-
member Jesus’ promise of His future
coming, also known as the Second
Coming, when the reign of God will
come to its fullness. In this day and age,
where evil abounds and all seems lost,
we can also hope that the prophecies
about Jesus’ second arrival to earth
will also be fulfilled. That is our HOPE!

As we wait and hope for Jesus’ re-
turn, we wait expectantly for the Christ
Child to come again, just like the peo-
ple in the Old Testament waited expec-
tantly for Him to come the first time.
Just like them, we don’t know what it
will be like.

In an article by Marina Berzins Mc-
Coy, “Three Characteristics of Advent
Waiting’, McCoy waits “with an antici-
pation that it will be something won-
derful and maybe surprising. Will it be
a gift in prayer? A moment holding a
real baby? An encounter with family or
friends where we know Christ is pres-
ent among us? Only God knows.”

McCoy says Advent waiting requires
making space in our busy lives for the
Christ Child.

Continued on page 8.
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Send your
church news to the

Friona*Star ‘ frionastar@wtrt.net
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Friona

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15" & Cleveland « 806-250-3000
Pastor D.]. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 « Worship 10:45
Wed @ 6:00 p.m. « Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6" & Summitt « 806-250-3933
Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net
Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8™ & Pierce « 806-250-3045
Rev. David McGaughy

Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net
Website-www.frionaumc.com

IGLESIA EVANGELICA
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th « PO. Box 655 « 806-346-9725

Pastor Benito Mejia
benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE
STUDY CHURCH
301 Grand Ave. « 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goft

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6™ « 806-250-2769
Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. « 806-250-2871
Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland « 806-250-3472
Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington « 806-250-5929
Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10" & Euclid « 806-250-5236
Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

1601 Euclid « 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER

9 & Washington « 806-250-2207
Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE
411 Ashland » 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

>

Bovina

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3 Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E
806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
205 4" Street
806-251-1124
Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 37 Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God of the Firstborn
102 2™ Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1** Street
806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

f firea Church Directory \

This directory is made
possible by these businesses

1380 Hwy. 214 « 265-3425

Services Inc.

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday

250-5555
< ‘%v‘ ~
PACO FEED YARD, LLC
P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

250-3913
1205 2\
Hwy. 60 West Q)%

Friona Texas \%

Lowes Market Place Hours
Mon-Sat: 7AM-9PM
Sunday: 7AM-7PM

INTHEDEN

806.250.5200

HI-PRO
V4

FEEDS

E. Hwy. 60 « Friona TX « 806-250-2791

FRIONA

[ InterBank

Phone 250-5000
“Where People
Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

FEWEST TEXAS

RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Friona*Star

Legacy Pointe
‘ Senior Apartments
806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.”

2 Corinthians 5:7

Friona*Star

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com
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2022 Volieyhall Awards and Team Photos
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8th Grade A-Team

Friona Squaws Volleyball Team — Back Row (1-r) Jacee Burney, Emma Schueler, Reese Stowers, Aubree Bun-
ker, Jacquelyn Falcon; Middle Row (I-r) Lizbeth Toledo, A] London, Ivory Shelby, Reyna Arias; Front Row (1-r)
Hiromy Quiroz, Saraya Luna, Breanna Rivera.

2022 District 1-3A Volleyball All District Honors Photos
Newcomer of the Year Second Team Friona Squaws Season Record Courtesy of:
Aubree Bunker Reyna Arias 22-15 (5-3 District, 2-1 Playoffs) .

Saraya Luna EIIC Gonzalez
First Team
Jacee Burney Honorable Mention EG Photography
Reese Stowers Ivory Shelby
Kitzy Welch Emma Schueler 806-433-1973
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Y% STAR CLASSIFIED

250-2211

Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS

**¥Sign-On Bonuses Offered** Due to growth,
Prairie Acres is seeking to fill multiple positions
including CNA’s (both shifts), nurses, dietary
and housekeeping employees! We are pleased
to offer great health, dental, vision and life
insurance, paid time off and sign-on bonuses for
those that qualify! Interested? Come by and see
us at 201 East 15th St. today!

PARMER

rd
=2

P Dietary
FULL TIME, DAYS

p Housekeeping
PART TIME

p- Certified Nursing Assistant
FULL TIME, DAYS/NIGHTS

p Licensed Vocational Nurse
FULL TIME, DAYS/NIGHTS

p Registered Nurse
FULLTIME, DAYS/NIGHTS

Medical Technician/
Medical Laboratory Technologist
FULL TIME, DAYS

)

www.ParmerMedicalCenter.com

for complete listings, job details & application

To apply, send resume or fill out an application at:

Parmer Medical Center
Human Resources
1307 Cleveland, Friona, TX 79035

COMPETITIVE BENEFITS PACKAGES

Equal Opportunity Employer

(

Tate/AeriallLLC

\ The Nutrition Spot

Smoothie & Juice Bar * 613 Main, Friona TX

Phone: (575) 219-9436

4 I P
aN
PROPERTY
ASSOCIATES
Realtors
X 102 E. 11th Friona
& 'y 806-250-2745
Broker/Owner: frionarealestate.com
Kevin Cooper :
el 5 - REALTOR oo
FRIONA

REDUCED 3/2/2 Metal

highway w/cent h&a, wood stove, metal roof, approx.
8.86 acres, 40x80 barn, +2/1 rental home....

3/1/det. 2 car garage/shop Stucco w/cent. h&a, attic
storage, corner lot, fenced backyard, class IV roof,

large patio........ccccecvvvnenee.

Siding Country Home on

$249,900

.......................... Cont Pend

>

B BONE JOINT

CHRoPRACTIC ULINIC &(JE 251 1500

Dr. Mindy Neal
1 TWHHT 86
na, TX

<
We ~XJ
b/ 'SHIP via UPS M

Now you can

SHIP where
you SHOP!

Blackburn

Hardware
904 West 11th

250-2828

Hours: 8:00-5:30

w2

You CAN do it!

Don’t throw away your
empty aluminum cans.
Please place any cans
you have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north side of
the Friona Fire Depart-
ment building on Main
Street. Proceeds from the
sale of the cans will go to
the FHS Senior Class and
help fund the graduation

party.

\Saturda y 8:00-12:00 )

Help Wanted

At Mixer Center
Competitive Wages
806-341-5036
1782 Hwy. 214, Friona, TX
Apply in person.

Friona*Star

L is online at frionaonline.com )

1005 W, 5th St.

covered porch, storage

2/1/1Brick w/ﬁent. héat, sunroom, metal roof

building, fenced backyard

e )
Sales Associates:
806-250-2745

Sharlet Cooper
Grace Cooper
Charles Cooper

Let us help with your
real estate needs.
- J

4 )

Holly Campbell
\- J

¥

¥

Risinger
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772
Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

FRIONA INN

West Highway 60
1204 W. 11th St. - Friona, TX 79035

(806) 250-2784
Fax: (806) 250-3877
Reservations:

www.frionainn.com
frionainn8@gmail.com

SERVICES

Call 806-250-2211 or
email frionastar@wtrt.net

QUALITY HOME
REPAIR
806-346-1268
Please leave message

FrionaxStar

available on

newsstands
at these
locations:

Bi-Wize
Hop-In
Allsup’s East
Allsup’s West

H NBYSPAPER ﬁ
I | —L‘ |

¥/
/-

December Days!

Helping Hands 2
in Our Communities i

\\(OQ' 1— December is a month chock
@@ ‘Dew | N || full of holidays, events, parties,
concerts and goodwill toward
}?tlgfrgrgkaiéz?nng s ® % EW otherpeoplee?ll over the world. 2 F:gr::;r:‘l:’er
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Updates to school safety standards proposed by TEA

The Texas Education
Agency (TEA) proposed
an update to its school
safety standards that
would target three key
areas: facility, operating,
and maintenance re-
quirements.

The proposed rule
would require that all fa-
cilities have access points

that are secured by de-
sign, maintained to oper-
ate as intended, and ap-
propriately monitored.
Based on these new
changes, school districts
will be able to apply for
grants from TEA over the
next two years. These will
be based on pupil count
with districts receiving at

FRIONA FLASHBACKS

From the Friona Star Archives

PROJECT TIME...Linda Murphree, chairman of
Modern Study Club’s Project Christmas Card, is
shown putting up a poster promoting the annual
project, which raises money to benefit Parmer Coun-
ty Community Hospital. Donations to the fund need
to be made by December 15. (Friona Star, Sunday,
December 5, 1982)

least $200,000.

The public will be able
to weigh in on these
proposed changes from
November 11 through
December 12 and if ad-
opted, the rules will go
into effect within two
days of submission to the
Texas registrar.

Here is a breakdown:
Exterior doors, exteri-
or classroom doors, and

portable doors
e All doors are to re-
main closed, latched

and locked, and allow for
emergency exit from the
inside while remaining
locked.

e Roof doors should re-
main closed and locked
when not in use.

e Doors can be un-
locked during the in-
structional day if they
are actively monitored or
within a secured area.

Windowed doors

» Doors on the ground
level or windows that are
adjacent to or near a door
and are large enough to
allow someone to enter
if broken must be rein-
forced with entry-resis-
tant film unless within a
secured area.

Panic alert system

e All schools must have
a panic alert system that
can be manually trig-
gered by campus staff.
When set off, the system
would immediately call
911 with a location of
where the alert was trig-
gered, alert administra-
tors who can also direct

law enforcement, and
can simultaneously send
an alert to all staff.

Other facility compo-
nents

e All exterior doors
must be numbered.

e Radio signal repeat-
ers must be placed where
needed.

e Schools must ensure

there is an exterior secure
master key lock box.

Schools will also be re-
quired to update their
operations and mainte-
nance protocols.

Source:  The  Texas
Government Insider, a
publication of Strategic
Partnerships, Inc., wwuw.
spartnerships.com

Advent and Hope

By Teena Hughs

Continued from page 5

“The stable where Jesus was born was
poor and simple but had space for them
to take shelter. Is my heart open to God?
What are the superficial concerns or
worries to let go, in order to make room
for Jesus to come again this Christmas? Is
my life too rushed and busy with holiday
preparations, or am I building in time to
make space for the Christ Child?”

Finally, Adventwaitingis hopeful. “God
has already given us the One who loves,
redeems, and heals the world.” Most of
us are blessed to have a church commu-
nity that has experienced Jesus to give us
hope. We have our own life experiences
where Jesus has helped us. “God’s light
and love always shine through whatever
kinds of darkness that we might encoun-
ter: illness, grief, injustice, worries about
work or relationships, spiritual aridity or
darkness. So, we wait with hope. We wait
with one another and not alone.”

Hope in a biblical sense is very dif-
ferent from wishful thinking. Hope, in
the Bible, exists as a secure assurance, a
trust placed in a trustworthy God. God
has never failed us in the past, and if
He claims He will do something in the
future, we can have a hope that He will
fulfill that claim. We can expect that be-
cause if God makes a promise, He will
fulfill it.

Only five of us were at church Sunday.
Our preacher was sick, so I used the Sun-
day school lesson as the sermon. After-
wards, I asked Paul if I answered all of
his questions. To my disappointment, he
said NO. We have three more Sundays
to talk about Advent and light candles
of peace, joy, love, and then the Christ
child candle on Christmas Eve. My hope
is that by Christmas Day, we will all ex-
perience the birth of the Christ Child in
some life-transforming way as we await
His second coming!

FAFSA Night for FHS Seniors

On Monday, Friona High
School, the City of Friona,
and the Friona Public Library
hosted a College Readiness
Night for FHS Seniors. Before

each year of college, students
can apply for federal grants,
work-study, and loans with
the Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA®)

form. Colleges use FAFSA data
to determine federal aid eli-
gibility. Many states and col-
leges use FAFSA data to award
their own aid. In fact, the State

of Texas requires students
to complete the form before
they can graduate from high
school. FHS Counselor Matt
Tucker and Library Director

Anahi Gomez welcomed ev-
eryone to the event and intro-
duced the special guests rep-
resenting area foundations
and colleges/universities.
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69th Annual 4-H Gold Star Banquet

On Monday evening, November
21st, Texas AgriLife Extension held its
65th Annual 4-H Gold Star Banquet at
the Eberly Brooks Event Center in Lub-
bock.

Two individuals from Parmer Coun-
ty were recognized at the banquet.

Mary Kube, of Farwell, received the
Distinguished Leader award and Se-
nior 4-H member Emma Schueler,
of Friona, received the 4-H Gold Star
award. The Gold Star Award is the
highest achievement award given by
the Texas 4-H Youth Development

Program through the county 4-H Pro-
gram.

Commissioners Kirk Frye (Pct. 1) and
his wife Annette, and Charles Wilkins
(Pct. 2) and his wife Rhonda attended
the event along with FCH agent Wendy
Case and Ag agent Janelle Duffey.

FCH agent Wendy Case, Mary Kube, Emma Schueler, Ag agent Janelle Duffey

United Way Application For Funds 20____

Non-Profit Organization

Date:

Name of organization:

Contact person:

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Email:

This organization serves the community by:

Number of people participation in this organization?:

Amount of money being requested this year?:

Amount of money allotted last year?

How the money received will be spent? (Give examples):

This organization currently has this amount of money available to

use for this year’s spending?
How did your organization utilize last year’s donations from the
United Way?

How will this organization advertise for the United Way?

The United Fund of Friona is commited to assisting in a financial
manner, the organizations in and around our community that
serve the youth and the elderly. We, the members of the United
Fund of Friona thank all of the volunteers of all organizations for
your dedication and commitment to serving the community in the
manner that you do. Our community is a stronger community for
the work that each of you do for your organization.

I understand by signing this form all information given is accurate:

Organization Signature:

I (Note) Please return this form to Jimmy Burns, President of United Fund of Friona :

|
! 909 East 11th Office: 806-250-2747 :
Cell 806-363-1083 I
I
I

Friona, TX 79035
or jimmydalene@gmail.com Forms available at FISD

r
L

United Fund of Friona President Signature:

Approval:

Non-Approval:
Date:

Commissioner Pct. 2 Charles Wilkins, Emma Schueler,
Commissioner Pct. 1 Kirk Frye

Commissioner Pct. 2 Charles Wilkins, Mary Kube,
Commissioner Pct. 1 Kirk Frye

Gt

Yes They Can! — On Saturday, November 19th, these FHS Seniors collected the
empty cans at the trailer just north of the fire department. The cans will be “cashed
in” and the funds will help support the “Drug & Alcohol Free” All-Night Gradu-
ation Party next May. Make sure to take any empty cans you may have and place
them in the trailer.
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Marvin Kramer, of Skellytown, took this photo while he was out hunting near Tur-
key, Texas. Marvin is a cousin of Friona Star editor Clint Mears.

Texas Christmas tree industry expecting tree-mendous year

Written by Paul Schattenberg

Continued from page 1

“Prices will vary de-
pending on the size and
type of tree and may be
a little higher than last
year,” he said. “But gen-
erally, there should be no
big price increases. How-
ever, where you may find
higher prices is for those
trees that are grown out
of state and then brought
into Texas, as they will
have additional costs as-
sociated with transporta-
tion.”

Spring Creek Grow-
ers, a family operation in
southwestern Montgom-
ery County, grows and
harvests Virginia pine
and Leyland cypress
trees for the Christmas
season on about 30 acres.
It offers choose-and-cut,
pre-cut and live trees.
Bob Jones, co-owner of

Spring Creek Growers
with wife Carla, said the
drought did not signifi-
cantly affect production
this year.

“We have about 12,000
trees on site, he said.
“And because we irri-
gate, there was no real
impact on production
from the drought, but
we did have additional
water costs from the ir-
rigation.”

Jones also noted the
increase in costs over
the past year for herbi-
cides and other chemi-
cal inputs such as fertil-
izer.

“Our chemical input
costs generally went up
about 15% across the
board and the cost of
fertilizer has doubled,”
he said. “But we are do-
ing what we can to con-

s

The Virginia pine is the favorite among Texas Christ-
mas tree growers because it grows well in many areas
of the state. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo)

® of Heneford & Friona
Visit us at www.fnbhereford.com

* Free Checking
* Premier+ Senior Accounts
* Reward Checking
* Savings/ Real Saver
* Certificate of Deposits

tinue to make our live
trees affordable, even if
that takes away from our
profit margin.”

Jones said trees grown
at his farm will likely
have a 5-6% increase
over last year, while trees
brought in from out of
state to his operation
will have higher price
increases.

“We bring in some
Frasier pines and nobles
from out of state to give
the consumers more
variety,” he said. “These
trees will likely cost 10-
12% more this year, due
to higher input costs
combined with the ris-
ing cost of transporta-
tion.”

Jones said based on the
number of phone calls
and emails Spring Creek
Growers has received to
date, he expects this year
to be a very strong one
for consumers to pur-
chase live trees.

“We had a banner
year last year and expect
to have another really
good year this year,” he
said. “People choose a
live tree for Christmas
so they can have variety
from year to year instead
of pulling out and put-
ting up same artificial
tree every year. They
also enjoy coming to the
farm and choosing their
own tree. In that regard,
we provide more than
just Christmas trees, we
provide a complete ex-
perience for the family.”

)

The Spirit of Giving

Empty Stocking Fund

Donations are being accepted for the
Empty Stocking Fund which provides
clothing and a toy to local needy chil-
dren. School officials are consulted

to determine the recipients. Dona-
tions may be made at Friona Inter-
Bank or given to project co-chairs
Holly Campbell and/or Jyl Grimsley.

Project Christmas Card

The Parmer County Hospital Auxil-
iary is accepting donations for the
Project Christmas Card. The pro-
ceeds will be used to purchase medi-
cal equipment for Parmer Medical
Center. Canisters/boxes are placed
around town in various businesses
for the collection of donations. The
names of donors will be included in

a special Christmas Greeting Card
in the Friona Star newspaper. Please
make sure you put your name with
ALL donations. You can contact Con-
nie Neelley at 806-250-2542 for more
information.

Santa’s for Seniors

If you would like to adopt a resident
for Christmas, the list is ready at Prai-
rie Acres. Please contact the Activity
department @ 806-250-3922. It’s an
opportunity to bring JOY to a resi-
dent at Prairie Acres.

Give to the United Way

You can bring your donation to Frio-
na Interbank at 1105 N. Cleveland or
mail it to Friona Interbank, P.O. Box
549, Friona, Texas 79035.

*Money Market Accounts

¢ 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
* |RAs
¢ Direct Deposit

« Safe Deposit Box Rentals
* FDIC Insured
e Convenient ATMs
* CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
* Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay
* Mobile App
* Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking
* Bank Cashiers Checks

* VISA Money Cards
e Commercial Loans

* Mortgage Loans
* Home Equity Loans
* Consumer Loans

www.fnbhereford.com * Online Banking * TeleBank (806) 364-8305§
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Despite the drought, Texas Christmas tree production was good, but increased
input costs are expected to make tree prices a little higher this year. (Texas A&M
AgriLife photo by Laura McKenzie)

Christmas tree popu-
larity

The most widely grown
live Christmas tree spe-
cies in Texas are the Vir-
ginia pine, Leyland cy-
press, Afghan pine and
Arizona cypress.

Raley said the best-
selling and most popular
live Christmas tree spe-
cies is the Virginia pine
because it grows well
throughout the state.

“Virginia pine trees
were selected by the Tex-
as Christmas Tree Grow-
ers Association for their
survivability, growth
and form,” he said. “They
are also favored for their
ability to grow across the
state, which is crucial in
Texas as more than 90%
of all forested land is pri-

vately owned.”

However, he said,
there has been an in-
creased interest in other
tree species, particularly
the Afghan pine.

“Afghan pines grow
well in Central Texas,
and that’s the area from
where most of the in-
creased consumer inter-
est has come,” he said.
“But there has also been
growing interest in other
species as live Christmas
tree selections.”

Raley said the Tree
Improvement Program
is working with indus-
try and growers to pro-
vide seeds and techni-
cal assistance in finding
additional tree species
that may be grown suc-
cessfully in the state and

offer consumers even
more options when se-
lecting their live Christ-
mas tree.

Reed said for those
wanting to buy a live
Christmas tree, his best
advice is to shop early.

“If you wait until the
second or third week of
December to buy, you'll
have a limited selec-
tion of Christmas tree
types and sizes,” he said.
“It’s best to buy early. If
you properly water and
maintain your live tree,
it will easily last through
Christmas.”

Paul Schattenberg is
a communications and
media relations spe-
cialist with Texas A&M
Agrilife = Communica-
tions.

LOST YOUR DEBIT CARD?

TURN IT OFF WITH OUR MOBILE APP!

FNB customers may turn it
“off” on the tab located on our
mobile app and turn it back
“on” if you find it.

“ThebankdesignedwithYOUinmind.”

THREE LocATions To SERVE You

301 W. 3rd

Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile Ave.
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900



