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Riley Ripley jumps to take a shot a the Area playcﬁ game the Winters

Blizzards held against Munday.

Blizzards great season
comes to an end

RUBEN CANTU-RODRIGUEZ
WINTERS ENTERPRISE

WINTERS- The Winters Bliz-
zards finished last Friday, Febru-
ary 27 a great basketball season
in the Area round of the playoffs.
The Blizzards were defeated by
Munday by a score of 65-48. How-
ever the Blizzards end the 2011-
2012 season as Bi-District champi-
ons and with a long list of awards,
nominations and accolades.

Among these recognitions are

the nominations of Senior Riley
Ripley as the Most Valuable
Player, and Senior Andy Garcia
as the Defensive Most Valuable
Player. Ripley and Senior Cristian
Sandoval were also named to the
first team All-District.

Hayden Nitsch, another Senior,
was included in the All-District
second team. Those receiving

honorable mention are Senior

Matt Pritchard, Senior Nik Kraatz
and Junior Bryce Mikeska.

Remodeling brings savings,
enhancement to City Hall

RUBEN CANTU-RODRIGUEZ
WINTERS ENTERPRISE

WINTERS- The remodeling
of the second story of the
Winters City Hall will repre-
sent savings for the City of
Winters and the Police Depart-
ment in expenses for Police
officers, and provides an
adequate facility to hold train-
ing seminars and conferences.
The second story of the build-
ing located on Main Street
is now ready after several
months of remodeling by the
Winters Police Department.

Chief of Police Nathan John-
son toured last Monday, Febru-
ary 27 the council members

.through the facility that had

not been used for many years.
The tour was held after the
City Council meeting celebrat-
ed downstairs.

The second story of the City
Hall was once used as the
Council chambers, but chang-
es in the disability regulations
and the high cost of getting an
elevator installed turned that
part of the building for many
years into a warehouse.

Yet without the elevator the
building now has a bedroom,
restrooms, a conference room,
kitchen and everything needed
to provide housing to one
Police officer. The facility is also
equipped with plenty of tables,
and video and audio equipment
to hold seminars or conferences.

The Winters Council mem-
bers toured the building as the
closing of the February month-
ly meeting held last Monday.

Other agenda items in the
meeting included the final pay
request for Maguire Iron for
the USDA-Rural Development
funded water tank improve-
ments project. City auditor
Ricky Bowman presented his
fiscal year 2010-2011 audit
report, which was accepted by
the City Council unanimously.

Aldermen present at the
meeting also approved the fire
fighting contract and agree-
ment with Runnels County, the
new WTU Energy rates, and
passed a resolution upon re-
quest of Atmos Energy to sus-
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Council member Rick Dry, Mayor Lewis Bergman, Clty Attorney Ken
Slimp and Alderman Chris Bahiman.

pend proposed effective date
of the proposed rate schedules
in order to start with the new
rate process.

The Winters City Council
passed a resolution updat-
ing the fee schedule for City
services and rejected a project
to accept debit/credit cards
for utility bills and Municipal
Court payments. According
to the analysis presented by
Mayor Lewis Bergman the cost
o this service would be adding
to the City budget the debit/
credit card processing fees.

Mayor Lewis Bergman and
Council members Rene Wof-
fenden, Rick Dry and Chris
Bahlman were present at the
Council meeting.

USDA announces

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

~ WASHINGTON- Agricul-

ture Secrétary Tom Vilsack
announced a new conserva-
tion initiative to protect up

to 750,000 acres of the na-
tion’s most highly erodible
croplands. Vilsack made the
announcement via video to at-
tendees of the National Pheas-
ant Fest and Quail Classic, held
Feb. 17-19 in Kansas City, Mo.
The new initiative will assist
producers with targeting their
most highly erodible cropland
(land with an erodibility index
of 20 or greater) by enabling
them to plant wildlife-friendly,

long-term cover through the

Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP).

Producers can enroll land on
a continuous basis beginning
this summer at their local Farm

highly erodible cropland initiative

Service Agency (FSA) county of-
fice. With the use of soil survey
and geographic information
system data, local FSA staff can
quickly determine a producer’s
eligibility for the initiative.

“As we work towards Presi-
dent Obama’s vision for an
economy that is built to last,
America’s natural resources
must play an important role.
Lands in CRP help support
strong incomes for our farm-
ers and ranchers and are the
source of good middle class
jobs related to outdoor recre-
ation, hunting, and fishing,”
said Vilsack. “This announce-
ment will strengthen CRP by
focusing on protecting the
most environmentally sensitive
land. It targets limited resourc-
es where they can make the
most difference for farmers,
ranchers and to drive economic

growth. I urge landowners who
have highly erodible land to

.visit their county office to learn

more about this program.”
Lands eligible for this
program are typically the
least productive land on the
farm. In many cases the most
cost-effective option to reduce
erosion is to put the land
into a wildlife friendly cover,
which will improve habitat and
reduce sediment and nutri-
ent runoff and reduce wind
erosion. For 25 years, CRP
has improved water and air
quality, preserved habitat for
wildlife, and prevented soil
erosion. Programs such as CRP
are important conservation
safeguards. They prevent the
return of the dust storms of
the 1930s and the ravages of
unmitigated gully erosions of
our past.

Courthouse possibly having a ‘facelift’

building.

PHOTO: RUBEN CANTU-RODRIGUEZ
The Runnels County Commissioners Court is evaluating a project to remodel/repair some
aging effects in the Courthouse building. Last Tuesday, during the regular Commission-
ers Court the commissioners took a tour around the building to discuss about possible
actions. Here County Judge Barry Hilliard watches the mason check the mortar in the
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be mailed until the elec-
tions dates are settled,”

District litigation puts voter

cards on hold

residence address or

name, will need to sub-

WINTERS ENTERPRISE voter registration certifi- no later than the 30th
PLAFCRERCR) cates expired on Decem-  day before Election Day.
WINTERS- Voters in ber 31, 2011, but only “Once the court ap-
Runnels County will not  the cards expired, voter  proves interim redistrict-
be receiving their voter registrations remain ing maps and counties
cards until the elec- valid, according to the have the opportunity to
tion dates in Texas are Texas Secretary of State's finalize precinct lines,
settled. Robin Burgess, office. Voters, who are the county will issue
Runnels County Tax currently registered, but  new voter registration
Assessor/Collector, said  do not have any changes  certificates.”
that there are roughly to their voter registra- - For information on
7,000 voter cards in the tion do not need to take  how to register to vote
county that need to be any action, their cards or to determine if you
mailed, and that rep- will be automatically are already registered,
resents a considerable renewed. please visit www.vote-
amount of funds just for Voters who remainin - texas.gov.
the mailing. their county of registra- For more information
“Voter cards will not tion but have changed about the Texas voters’

online voter registration
and election information

said Burgess. mit their updated infor-  resource visit the web-
As aresult of on-going mation to their county site is VoteTexas.gov

redistricting litigation, voter registrar. There voters will find

the mailing of new voter For those voters who all of the information

registration certificates changed their county of  they need to register to

is delayed in the county  residence, they will need  vote and how to cast

and all over the state. to submit a new voter their ballot during early
All previously-issued registration application voting or on Election Day.
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/ FUNERALS AND OBI
Harold Poe

Harold Dean “Butch” Poe, 77, of Winters, died February
21, 2012. Butch was born February 26, 1934 to Fred C.
and Rebecca Poe on the family farm west of Winters. He
graduated from Winters High School. He married Nelda
Smith in January 1955 in Winters. He was a farmer and a
rancher and he was a Methodist.

He is survived by his wife: Nelda Poe of Winters, two
children Pamela Bell of San Angelo and Fred Poe and
wife Amanda of Winters; brother Fredrick Poe of Mid-
land, and four grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by his son, Carey Poe.

Graveside services were held Thursday, February 23,
2012 at Lakeview Cemetery with Rev. Jayme Palady of-
ficiating directed by Winters Funeral Home.

Winters Enterprise, March 01, 2012

Obituaries in The Winters

Enterprise are now also online,

check out our
webpage at

n MyRunnelsCounty.com

Trophy bass management
symposium to be held on
March 24

WINTERS ENTEPRISE
STAFF REPORT

ATHENS- Private bass pond managers will get a
behind-the scenes look at how Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) inland fisheries biologists monitor
fish populations and care for trophy bass at a statewide
symposium set for March 23-24, 2012, at the Texas
Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens.

“There are more than a million private impoundments
in the state, many of which could be used for increased
recreation through bass fishing with better manage-
ment,” said Dr. Billy Higginbotham, Texas AgriLife
Extension wildlife and fisheries specialist. “As many
landowners have learned, you just don’t stock a pond or
lake with largemouth bass and automatically get trophy-
size fish.”

Growing big fish takes top management, which can be
learned at “Bass Tech: The Technology to Manage for
Success.” Participants may register online at http://agril-
iferegister.tamu.edu (enter the keyword “bass”) or by
calling (979) 845-2604. There is a fee for attendance.

In addition to session presentations, attendees will
be able to observe a TPWD fisheries management crew
electrofish on Lake Athens and demonstrate how to
obtain and record data necessary for managing a bass
population. <

Also included will be a behind-the-scenes tour of
the Toyota ShareLunker holding facility at TFFC. The
“Lunker Bunker” is where bass weighing 13 pounds or
more are cared for and spawned as part of a selective
breeding program. This tour will take place from 3-5
p.m. March 23.

Session presentations March 24 will include Basic Pond

Ecology, Water Quality, Pond Fertilization, Do-It-Yourself |

Fish Population Assessment and Corrective Stockings,
Better Bass Fishing Through Genetics; Trophy Bass Man-
agement, Identifying and Controlling Nuisance Wildlife,
Aquatic Weed Identification and Control, and Aging
Largemouth Bass Using Otoliths.

Instructors include wildlife and fisheries experts with
AgrilLife Extension, TPWD and American Sport Fish
Hatchery, a southeastern U.S. stocking and pond mainte-
nance service.

A similar symposium was held in 2008. “The main
difference this year is that we've trimmed some topics
based on participant evaluations,” Higginbotham said.
“The one-day program means participants won't have to
go to the expense and trouble of spending the night if
they don’t want to.”

Registration will be from 7-8 a.m. on March 24. The
symposium will conclude at 5 p.m. A catered lunch and
break refreshments are included in the registration fee.

In addition, each registrant will receive a CD of the
proceedings, speaker notes and a copy of Higginbo-
tham’s “Wildlife and Fish Management Calendar.”

Texas Department of Agriculture private pesticide ap-
plicator license holders can earn one continuing educa-
tion unit in integrated pest management.

TFFC is four miles east of Athens and 75 miles south-
east of Dallas. More information on the center can be
found at http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/visitor-
centers/tffc/. For more information on the symposium,
or to register by regular mail and check, contact Hig-
ginbotham at (903) 834-6191 or b-higginbotham@tamu.
edu or Dr. Michael Masser, AgriLife Extension fisheries
specialist, at ( 979) 845-7370 or m-masser@tamu.edu.
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Immunization clinics

The Texas Department of Sate Health Services will be
having two immunization clinics in Runnels County.
Flu vaccine will be available. The first clinic will be
held in Winters, on Thursday, March 1, 2012 from 1:30
p-m. thru 5 :30 p.m. at the Professional Building, 110
South Main St. Suite 108. For your convenience us rear
entrance on Grant St.

The second clinic will be held in Ballinger, on Thurs-
day, March 8, 2012 from 10 a.m. thru 12 noon and
from 1:30 p.m thru 3 p.m. at 608 Strong Ave. behind
the Courthouse.

Please bring child’s immunization records. If child
has Medicaid or CHIP please bring card. For more infor-
mation call (325) 753 4945.

Bronte Golf Club select shot

The Bronte Longhorn Golf Club is having a two-
person 18 holes select shot at 9 a.m. Saturday, March
3, 2012. Carts are limited, so sign up early if you need
carts. For more information, call Bronte Longhorn Golf
Club at 325-473-2156 or after 4 p.m. weekdays 432-
661-3431.

Bronte 2012 golf calendar

Bronte Longhorn Golf Club 2012 events: March 3,
two-person 18 holes select shot; April 7, two-person
18 holes select shot; May 5, two-person 18 holes select
shot; May 19, Wilson tournament three-person 27 holes
select shot; June 2, two-person 18 holes select shot;
July 7, two-person 27 holes LB/AS/SS; August 4, three-
person 27 holes select shot; September 8, two-person
18 holes select shot; September 29 and 30, Coke Co.
Tournament two-person 18 holes select shot each day;
October 6, two-person 18 holes select shot; November
3, two-person 18 holes shots.

Carts are limited so sigh up early if need carts. Bronte
Longhorn Golf Club (325) 473-2156.

Mentors needed

Winters Elementary School is looking for volunteers
to be a mentor on an elementary student. The volun-
teer would meet with the student once a week during
school hours for approximately 30 minutes to help
with homework, read a book, or just talk. Mentoring
has shown to help build self-esteem, improve grades
and in some cases improves test scores. Anyone inter-
ested may contact Charles Murphy, Elementary Coun-
selor at 754 5577 ext. 1126.

Spring Craft Show in Kingsland

%%e Spring Craft Show at Kingsland House of Arts
and Crafts, 112 W. Chamberlain St., Kingsland, Texas,
will be held on Saturday, April 7 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 8 from 11a.m. to 4 p.m. Food, music,
crafts, children’s activities will be available. Interested
Vendors can contact Elsi at (512) 755-1322 or website
www.kingslandcrafts.com

Runnels Co. RSE meetings
The Runnels Co. Retired School Employees meet at
the First United Methodist Church, the second Tuesday

Cross Emmaus Community gatherings

The Cross Emmaus Community gatherings held first
Thursday of each month at 6:30 at the United Method-
ist Church. For more information call (325) 365 2323.

VFW meetings

Winters Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9193 meet the
second Monday night of each month at 6 p.m. in the
Rock Hotel. All eligible veterans of the United States
military are invited to attend.

Band Boosters
The Band Boosters meet every Monday evening at 7
p-m. at the Band Hall.

Winters Women'’s Club .
Members meet the second Tuesday of the month. Call
Marlene Smith at 754-4961 for additional information.

AA Meetings
AA meeting are held at 204 W. Truett behind church
on Main St. Tuesday and Thursday at 7 p.m.

Ballinger Al-Anon meetings
Al-Anon meetings will be held every Monday and

Wednesday at the First United Methodist Church of
Ballinger, on Broad Ave. Meetings begin at 7 p.m. Please
enter through the south side of the church.

City Council Meetings

Winters City Council meets at 6 p.m. the last Monday
of the month at 310 North Main.

Colorado River Bikefest

The Ballinger Noon Lions Club will be holding its
37th annual Colorado River Bikefest/Lions Journey For
Sight on Saturday, April 28, 2012 at 8:30 a.m.

Entry fee for the 5 mile ride, run and walk will be
$10. The 30K, 60K, and 100K tours registration fee
is$20. The first 100 entries will be getting free T-shirts.
Proceeds will benefit Lions Club Journey for Sight. For
more information contact Lanada Driskell at (325) 234-
7842, e-mail lanada_driskell@yahoo.com or visit the
Noon Lions Clut website at http://www.ballingernoon-
lions.org . Entry forms are available on the website.

SOIL Annual Prayers Breakfast

Sisters Operating in Love Women’s Ministry of Jesus
Christ Church will be having their first Annual Prayers
Breakfast “Women Moving Forward in Christ” on Sat-
urday, March 3, 2012 from 8 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the
Jesus Christ Church 407 South Seventh Street, Ball-
inger, Texas.

Minister Cheryl Crider, Bible Way, will be the speaker.
Tickets are $6.95 per person and can be purchased in
advance from any member of S.0.LL. and are available
at the door. For more information contact the church at
(325) 365-8711 or Sis. Reba Bonner at (325) 977-1931
or Lady Michelle Blaylock (325) 716-9948.

I'm not going back, I'm moving ahead, I'm here to de-
clare to you, the past is over, in you all things are made
new, surrender my life to Christ, 'm moving, moving
forward.

of the month at 9:45 a.m. On April 10, 2012 UIL Stu-

dents will be the program at

the Winters ISD.

Elmer Blaylock, Pastor; Lady Michelle, President; Reba

Bonner, Chairperson.

Study links principal behavior and student achievements

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

COLLEGE STATION- A....
Texas A&M University: ;.. -
study focused on de-
-veloping the leadership: =«
skills of principals has
identified positive chang-
es in principal behaviors
that research links to
student achievement.

Conventional wisdom
is that an effective school
leader sets the tone for
high academic expecta-
tions, works with teach-
ers to make changes
that impact classroom
instruction and still finds
time to put the ‘pal’ in
principal, interacting with
students, teachers and
community members to
develop positive relation-
ships.

Roger Goddard, princi-
pal investigator and direc-
tor of the Education Lead-
ership Research Center at
Texas A&M, and a team of
researchers from Texas
A&M and the University
of Michigan are working
to assess the efficacy of
the Balanced Leadership
Program. This profession-

al development program,
created by Mid-Continent
Research for Education

and Learning (McREL),

provides principals with

~intensive guidance that

addresses three key chal-
lenges of school leader-
ship: improving school
culture and climate, man-
aging change, and focus-
ing efforts on improving
student learning.
Participants in the
study include 78 elemen-
tary school principals
from northern Michigan
broken into two groups.
Half the schools in the
study participated in the
two-year Balanced Lead-
ership Program, which
consists of 10, two-day
professional development
sessions. The other half
are part of the control
group and only use cur-
rent professional devel-
opment practices already
in place in the schools.
“The Balanced Leader-
ship Program is designed
to teach these principals
about the research and
prepare them to use it
to make changes that
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improve learning in their
schools,” Goddard says.
“The program provides
them with fhe tools for
change but lets them

decide hiow to actually use

these tools in their own
schools.”

After receiving just 50
percent of the training,
principals in the treat-
ment group were reporting
positive effects. Of note,
principals receiving the
training reported higher
levels of knowledge and in-
volvement in their school’s
curriculum, instruction
and assessment programs,
higher levels of efficacy
and a greater likelihood
to create a positive school
climate. Furthermore,
turnover rates in control
schools were five times
higher than in the group
experiencing the program
(10 principal departures
vS. two).

Although preliminary,
researchers concluded
the Balanced Leadership
Program has the poten-
tial to create long-term
changes in principals’ job
performance, school cli-
mate, teacher practice and
student learning.

“Changes in educator
behavior are often hard to
produce,” Goddard says.
“Many recent scientific
studies have found limited
or no effects on student

achievement, largely be-
cause educator practices

- have remained unchanged.

_ N6t Sufprisingly, experts

"havé questioned the value
of 1éadership development
programs. These findings
are striking because they
suggest important leader-
ship behaviors linked to
higher levels of student
achievement can be im-
proved through targeted
leadership development.”

As the study continues,
researchers will examine
the link between the pro-
gram and teacher reports
of principal leadership,
school climate and student
achievement.

Goddard would eventu-
ally like to take the study
to a national trial, with
schools in the study being
more representative of the
U.S.

“Our evaluation shows
the Balanced Leadership
Program positively im-
pacts principals’ learning
of leadership practices
that are linked to student
achievement,” says God-
dard. “We know that as
lifelong learners, these
principals can benefit
from further development,
and in the end, we all want
to help schools and the
students they serve.”

Goddard and his team are
funded by a U.S. Depart-
ment of Education grant.
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Stralt Daniel tags outthe runnerm second at the game theBllzzards held agamst Balrd
on Saturday. February 25.

PHOTOS: JOE GERHART
Sara Perez catches ball at second base to put out the Water Valley runner.

It’s play ball time!

WINTERS BLIZZARDS ATHLETIC REPORT SECOND TEAM ALL-DISTRICT Lady Blizzard JV vs. Grape Creek Lady Eagle JV

BY STEPHEN HERUSEINGY 1 SR., Hayden Nitsch - Winters Inning i Ba sy Final
S i - Chri GrapeCreelc JV: © "0 i 2 5

Varsity Boys Basketball Jigi B iang - L R oval Winters JV ol 10

SR., Ray Fay - TLCA
JR., Dawson Halfmann - Miles

Coach: Scott Bicknell
Date: 2/24/12

Pitcher: Alanna Cooper
Catcher: Courtney Wyatt

AREA CHAMPIONSHIP GAME Sanh.: Travit §
Wwinters 11 5 15 7 48 - omis rey. a_yberry T?“CA Lady Blizzard Varsity vs. Colorado City
Munday 16 21 15 11 65 Soph., Travis Fischer - Miles Sweetwater Tournament

Winters: Riley Ripley 23, Strait Daniel 12, Hayden Nitsch
9, Andy Garcia 5, Cristian Sandoval 1

February 24, 2012

HONORABLE MENTION Pool Play - 75 minute game

Munday: Collier 12 Innin Fi
o SR., Matt Pritchard - Winters St 5 A e o
ALL-DISTRICT SELECTIONS SR., Nik Kraatz - Winters Colorado City 9 0 1 10

MVP - SR, Riley Ripley - Winters

Offensive MVP - JR., Taylor Stephens - Goldthwaite
Defensive MVP - SR., Andy Garcia - Winters

New Comer - Soph., Mitchell Lane - Christoval

Pitcher: Ashley Guy, Alanna Cooper, Victoria Sanchez

., Bryce Mik - Wi
b ke - Wi Catcher: Sabrina Esquivel

Lady Blizzard Varsity vs. Post

Softb i . Sweetwater Tournament
FIRST TEAM ALL-DISTRICT e ; February 24, 2012
SR., Strait Daniel - Winters Inning 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Fna  pyplay - 75 minute game
SR., Cristian Sandoval - Winters GrapeCreek:0 13 0.1 ‘4. 6 15 Inning 1 2 3 4 Final
SR., Micheal O Bryan - Christoval Wint 5 Winters 0 0 1 2 3
SR., Joshua Meyers - Miles g O il Post 7 5 1 0 1:3

Pitcher: Ashley Guy
* Catcher: Sabrina Esquivel

SR., Tyler Horton - Goldthwaite
SR., Miguel Castorena - Goldthwaite

Pitcher: Ashley Guy, Sabrina Oswalt, Alanna Cooper
Cather: Sabrina Esquivel

Texas Girls Coaches Association
Softball Poll, Feb. 21 Fourth Six Weeks SECOND GRADE  McKenzie Ventress  Arazeli Reyes Isabelle McMahan
: “A” Honor Roll John Jo Rodriguez McKenzie McWhorta
Class 1A 18.Colorado Gity = Calhoun FIRST GRADE Chaney Bahlman THIRD GRADE Logan Schneider Shiyann Reyna
L. Shiner 19. Boyd 12. New Braunfels | “A” Honor Roll McCaelynn Beuschel “A” Honor Roll Miguel Rodriguez
2. Grapeland 20t. Coahoma Canyon Jesenia Corral Jon Busher Kristina Correa FOURTH GRADE Miranda Rodriguez
Z' glll)gny 20t. Early %Z giocxlltg:kmery Abanea Cortez Tori Campos Joseph Escalona “A” Honor Roll Hailye Santoya
: Petr:ﬁz Gl 3 Cg o James Galvan Charles Childress Seth Gerhart Alexis Briley Majalca
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13 I-Zdnak g PRIallsville Southwest 7 5 40 HW)’ 1 53
14. Broc . Royse City 19. Flower Mound 5 H
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COWPOKES
By Ace Reid

Proudly presented by

Gehrels & Associates

J. Craig Gehrels, CSA
Medicare Supplements & Annuities

100 W. Dale 754-4818
Out of area call 1-800-978-1298

Visit us for your DOT Inspections

& State Inspection and all your

vehicle’s servicing needs

ERIC W. RAY, E.A.

BOOKKEEPING AND TAX SERVICES

104 North Main
Winters

P.O. Box 593
325-754-2415

Call 325-365-3901

SoetscaserR LIQUOR

Fast, friendly service & get all your Favorite Beverages

* Gi

“Gentle Dental Care”

at Competitive prices.

Beer « Wine ¢ Liquor * Kegs

fts & More 325-442-4201

Drive-up Window * Hours 10-9 Mon-Sat ~
120 FM Hwy 381 » Rowena, TX 4.

HANDYMAN

B

Max Teja, D.D.S.

8 % Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Swann Medical Bldg. » 604 Ave. B * Ballinger,

325-365-2583

GENERAL REPAIR

COWPOKES °® ‘By Ace Reid A

‘Gary Kemp
325-718-8623

gdkemp1@earthlink.net

P.O. Box 852
Winters, TX 79567

Larry M Gilbert
Financial Advisor

122 N 8th St
Ballinger, TX 76821
325-365-2505

Runnels County fig-Mart
' & Pest Control

Exterminating * Tree Spraying * Tree fertilizing * Yard & Garden

David Switzer
Commerical Pest Control Applicator

: 105 N. 10th
[ (325) 365-2618  Baninger 76821
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

FI:h.y re trying to declde whose gonna drive and
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TAHC accepting comments on rule proposals

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

AUSTIN- The Texas Animal
Health Commission is currently
accepting public comments on
rule proposals that were au-
thorized during the January 24
Commission meeting.

The Commission proposed
amendments to Chapter 51, en-
titled “Entry Requirements.” The
purpose of the proposed amend-
ments are to make Texas’ entry
requirements more consistent
with current national interstate
movement standards.

The Commission is specifically
amending Section 51.3 entitled
“Exceptions,”, to clarify and

modify interstate entry require-
ments for sheep, goats and
swine. The first amendment will
waive the prior requirement for
an entry permit and certificate
of veterinary inspection (CVI)
for swine consigned directly to
slaughter, or consigned to a spe-
cifically approved livestock mar-
ket from their farm of origin.

The proposed changes to Sec-
tion 51.3 would also no longer
require an entry permit for sheep
and goats consigned from United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) sanctioned “Consistent
States,” which means they have
an active scrapie surveillance and
control program.

The Commission is also remov-
ing a requirement related to
Vesicular stomatitis (VS) in Sec-
tion 51.7. Currently, when VS has
been diagnosed in another state,
the veterinarian issuing the CVI
must write on it that any equine,
bovine, porcine, caprine, ovine,
or cervidae entering Texas from
that state have not been exposed
to the disease. The Texas require-
ment prohibiting entry of certain
livestock from a premises or area
under quarantine for vesicular
stomatitis will be left in place to
protect Texas livestock.

In Section 51.14, the Commis-
sion is removing the require-
ment that swine imported into

Texas for feeding, breeding, or
exhibition purposes must be
accompanied by a certificate of
veterinary inspection certify-
ing that swine have not been
exposed to hog cholera, which is
now called Classical Swine Fever
(CSF.) CSF has been eradicated
from the United States for sev-
eral years so this requirement is
no longer necessary.

The previous rule proposals
have a comment period of 30
days. They may be commented
on until 5 p.m. on March 18, |
2012. A detailed description of
the proposed rules can be found
on the TAHC web site at http://
www.tahc.state.tx.us under Rule

Proposals. The Commission also
proposed amendments to Chap-
ter 35, entitled “Brucellosis.”
The Commission is proposing
to remove the Brucellosis test
requirement for change of own-
ership of adult sexually intact
cattle, and to add a requirement
that cattle be permanently and
officially identified when there
is a change of ownership.

Comments on the proposed
regulations must be submitted
to Carol Pivonka, Texas Ani-
mal Health Commission, 2105
Kramer Lane, Austin, Texas
78758, by fax at (512) 719-0721
or by e-mail to comments@tahc.
state.tx.us

- Spaghetti
dinner, a
huge success

Rhonda Legg and Monica Minzenmayer
co-chaired the committee in charge of
planning the annual Spaghetti Dinner/Bake
Sale/Prize Drawings sponsored by the Ro-
wena Catholic Daughters on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26. A good number of diners enjoyed
the spaghetti dinner and bake sale and
participated in the drawings for 37 prizes
donated by the CDA members. The group
is grateful for all those who came and are
looking forward to next year’s event.

PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

DALLAS- Cowboys
linebacker Sean Lee was

Cowboys linebacker,
an inspiration for kids

and the National Football
League, in collaboration
with U.S. Department of
Agriculture. It encour-

a featured speaker at the
recent Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service and Fuel
Up to Play 60 Partnership
kickoff, which took place
recently at the Texas
Agrilife Research and Ex-
tension Center, in Dallas.
Fuel Up to Play 60 is an
in-school nutrition and
physical activity program
launched by the National
Dairy Council, Dairy MAX

ages young people to
consume nutrient-rich
foods, including low-fat
and fat-free dairy foods,
fruits, vegetables and
whole grains, and to get
at least 60 minutes of
daily physical activity.
“Fuel Up to Play 60
is a great initiative to
get kids interested in
exercise and nutrition,”
said Lee, who has been

a program spokesman

source for local, state,

we're here to stay!

email

TODAY'’S BEST COUNTRY

KRUN-1400AM

WwWwvwrw . kK s oa oy 8

KRUN Radio is the Agriplex’s

‘national and agricultural
news. We've been providing
this service for 63.years and

NOW STREAVING 24/7 ON KRUNAMN CON

We want your news!
Fax news items to
325-365-3407 or

krun1400@hotmail.com

Veteran’s Corner

“My HealtheVet” is the Veterans online gateway to managing your health. Registered
users can safely collect data from VA hospital records, data from your service days, view
appointments, check lab results, review details about your allergies and vaccinations, see
vitals and readings, refill prescriptions, and exchange messages with doctors, nurses and
all members of their health care team. Sign up at va.gov today. For more information,
contact Sandra at the Veterans Service Office at 602 Strong Ave or call 365-3612.

Jim Wootmm? 4 }
RAYMOND JAMES

FINANCOIAL

SERVICES,

INL .

Member FINRA/SIPC

Individual Solutions from
Independent Advisors

365-9000

719 Strong Ave * Ballinger, TX

and supporter since
2010. “If you get kids
interested in a healthy
lifestyle, it will help
them in whatever career
or endeavor that may
have by making them
feel better, have more
energy and have better
concentration.”

The kickoff, which
included speakers’
presentations, a press
conference, an exercise
warm-up with more
than 30 area 4-H club
members and a 5K walk/
rumnled by Lee, officially
welcomed Agrilife Exten-
sion to the program. It
also introduced AgriLife
Extension’s plans to sup-
port and promote Fuel
Up to Play 60 statewide,
beginning with their
multi-county East Region,
which includes Dallas and
Tarrant counties.

Fastest
DATA
Speeds...
| Period!

“In West Central Texas”

Market

San Angelo: 3389 Knickerbocker Road + 2609 N. Bryant Blvd. + Sunset Mall - HEB « Lowe’s Grocery « Thompson Wireless  Ballinger: Shopping Basket
Coleman: Coleman Communications Comanche: James Thompson Deleon: Totelcom Communications Dublin: 906 N. Patrick Eden: Lubke Chevrolet Fredericksburg: 1425 £ Main St. #8004~ Goldthwaite: Central Texas Communications
Junction: 807 Main St.  Kerrville: 1448 Junction Hwy. « 317 Sidney Baker S. #300 « 231 Junction Hwy. + Advantage Communications » Audio Video Solutions ~ Mason: Mason Gas Menard: B&N Artwear Mertzon: Made in the Shade Ozonas 1002 Ave. E
Robert Lee: Rock Solid Communications  San Sabat Central Texas Communications Santa Anna: DoubleH Sonora: 102E. Chestnut - Stephenville: 2187w, South Loop » Giffords TV « Our Town Intemet Services - Stonewall: Fred Burg Communications

This news justin...
3G Plus from West Central has faster data speeds in
West Central Texas than the “big guys”. We've
conducted speed tests comparing West Central’s 3G
Plus data speeds against service from AT&T, Verizon,
and Sprint and our 3G Plus was the big winner!

Not convinced? Come in to any participating West
Central location and see the test for yourself, or bring
your phone, even your 4G phone, and take part in
our “Double-Dog Dare Ya’'Data Speed Challenge”!
Every challenge participant, including all current

West Central customers, can receive a special
“Double-Dog Dare Ya’ Data Speed Challenge” t-shirt,
or a donation can be made in your name to the
Humane Society. Plus, you can check out the speedy
Samsung Nexus S smartphone available for only $99.

data service!

We double-dog dare you to compare!
You'll see that West Central Wireless has the
fastest data speeds...period!

www.westcentral.com 1 -800-695-901 6

Certain conditions apply. See store for complete details.

Big Lake: Representative Sales Brady: 12005. Bridge Brownwood: 300 W. Commerce « 3651 Hwy. 377 South

Our 3G Plus data rollout continues, so join the
thousands of West Central customers already
enjoying blazing new data speeds up to twenty
times faster! Activate or upgrade with West Central
Wireless today and get one month of free 3G Plus
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WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT
AND DEBIT CARDS.
To place an ad call
325-365-3501

Cottonwood Real Estate

electric smoker,
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& VHS Dean

Winters Enterprise 5
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THE LOCAL MARKET IS “VERY” ACTIVE.
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TEXAS STATEWIDE CIASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

OWNER OPERATORS $5000 Sign-on bonus. 20 ACRES, Live on land now! $0 down,
Tons of warm, prosperous South TX runs. Frac owner financing. No credit checks. Near
Sand Hauling. Must have tractor, pneumatic El Paso, Texas. Beautiful mountain views.

TexSCAN Week of
February 26, 2012
Free color brochure. 1-800-755-8953. www.

AUTOS trailers and blower. 1-800-397-2639. S 2
o h

CASH FOR CARS We buy any car or truck PAID CDL TRAINING! No experience - -
running or not. Damaged, v};recied. salvag:d needed. Stevens Transport will sponsor the cost 25 ACRE RANCH BARGAIN! This one has it

of your CDL training. Earn up to $40K first year all! 100 yr old live oaks, pond with great water
1-800-273-9194 and $70K third year. Excellent benefits! EOE, well. Historic rock walls, pasture areas for

1-800-333-8595, www.becomeadriver.com horses/livestock. Asphalt road, concrete ribbon
CONSIGN YOUR CAR today! April 20-21, ~ curb, electricity, more. Ag exempt - incredibly
2012. Branson Car Auction. Branson Mis- REGIONAL CDL-A drivers, ramp up your j ., taxes! Just '57,830/ acre! The Best Priced
souri. 300 expected, call today! 1-800-355- career at 37¢ cpm with 1 year experience. pa,ch in the Hill Country. Call now 1-866-
3063 www.bransonauction.com 4-12 months experience? Then we-have a g999.5697, ext 22

aid refresher cous . 1-888-362-8608 isit
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY [pReaivtennitieii et vy

com

OK. Get top dollar instant offer today.

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV,

i3

CLASSIFIEDS

START NOW! Open Red Hot Dollar, Dollar TANGO TRANSPORT now hiring regional,
Plus, Mailbox, Discount Party, Discount OTR, team. Top pay, plenty of miles, great
clothing, teen store, fitness center from home time. Family medical/dental. 401K.
$51,900. Worldwide, www.DRSS24.com; Paid vacations. Call 1-877-826-4605 or
1-800-518-3064 www.drivefortango.com

CABLE/SATELLITE YOU GOT THE DRIVE, we have the direc-

AT&T U-VERSE for just $29.99/month! tion. OTR drivers, APU Equippe.d. Pre-Pass,
Save when you bundle Internet+Phone+TV EZ-pass, Pets/passenger policy. Newer
and get up to $300 back! (Select plans). Lim- S4uipment. 100% NO touch. 1-800-528-7825

ited time call now! 1-877-577-4394

THEY GET
RESULTS

MH or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down,
($6900/10.91%/7yr) 90 days same as cash,
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235
ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake
Medina/Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central
W/S/E, RV/motor home/house, OK only
$830 down $235 month (12.91%/10yr),
Guaranteed financing, more information call
1-830-460-8354

AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake

Fast!
To get fast
results for your
unwanted
item, job
opening,
service offered,
auto, boat, RV
or home for
sale or lease,
call

(325)
365-3501

Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Guar-

DRIVERS ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home, anteed financing with 10% down. Lots startin,
Medical Busi Criminal Tustice; Hoapi

DRIVER $0 TUITION CDL-A training & a o 4 e lity. as low as $6900, Call Josh, 1-903-878-7265
job! Top Industry Pay, Quality Training, Stabil- L., P& gy Py = g

ity & Miles! Short employment commitment gxnanc:lnl aid if qualified. SCHEV cgrt:ﬁed. on 13.93 acres. 3BR/2BA furnished home with
required. 1-800-326-2778; www.JoinCRST.com Call 1-888-205-8920, www.CenturaOnline.com jncredible hill top views. Canopied amid 100
DRIVER- FULL-TIME/PART-TIME OTR AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for high yearoldlive oaks! Includes 1800’s settlers home,
drivers. Up to 42¢/mile plus 2¢/mile safety paying aviation career. FAA approved pro- 2 water wells, shed, barn. d i 1|

bonus. Daily pay, weekly h. i . CDL-A, 3 8ram. Financial aid if qualified, job place- stalls & pond. Originally $499,900, liquidation
rhonths receyn(peipe;:nc); r:;?rgg.el_sog_ﬁ‘ﬁ ment assistance. Call Aviation Institute of price: $349,900. Call now1-866-999-6697, ext 24
9569, www.driveknight.com i bl i SRR S STEEL BUILDINGS

DRIVERS- $2000 SIGN ON bonus. Get HIGCH SCHOOL DIPLOMA graduate in 4 gyrpgpy, BUILDINGS Remaining: 2011

miles/home weekends, SW regional. Top ;v;;'gslel::."sgf?&‘gﬁfﬁ.‘eﬁx:ffgifrgz- Blow-Out! Lowest prices around, low

pay/benefits. Paid orientatign and training. g monthly payments. 5 left, make offer.
3 month OTR and CDL required. 1-800-545- MISCELLANEOUS 16x20, 20x26, 25x32, 30x40, 40x60 Call
1351 www.cypresstruck.com SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $3997.00 Mal now! 1-800-991-9251; Ask for Tara
}lx)ol:nlevel\?:'f @SEG;(&S::};LAT&ED iind save money with your own bandmill.Cut VACATION PROPERTY
ekend, v, cpm. ass Jumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. Free 3 ake
CDL-A required. Flatbed load training infon’nntign/DVD: www.NorwoodS’;wxnilfs.com WEEKEND GETAWAY available on L
available. 1-800-992-7863 ext. 185 www. 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina.
McElroyTruckLines.com n Rooms fully furnished! Gated y with
DRIVERS. START 38¢ cpm on T e REAL ESTATE clubhouse, swimming pool and boat ramps.
lanes with 6 months experience. SW Regional 2-4 ACRES in Crystal River, FL. Next to fg;é‘);-,‘;‘%';;;'s"fmf“238“4651335-378'7265'
lanes start 36¢ CPM with 6 months recent World famous Plantation Inn and Golf Resort = = . -k & i
experience. CDL-A required. 1-800-483- and faces Kings Bay. Zoned for commercial
5182, www.LKAM.com or multi-family. Call Jack 1-214-755-6224.
DRIVERS- STUDENTS 18 days from start 3 TRACKS TOI'ALING 693. acres in Reeves
to finish, earn your CDL-A. No out-of-pocket County, 15 miles North Pecos, river frontage. Call
tuition cost. Step up to a New Career with FFE, Jack 1-214-755-6224
www.driveffe.com 1-855-356-7122 10.1 ACRES, Duval County. Heavy mes-
EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS: dQuite, brush cover. Deer, hogs, quail. Good
Regional opportunties now open with plenty r0ads, locked gate. $1475/down, $290/month,

of freight and great pay. 1-800-277-0212 or ($29,500, 11%, 20 years). 1-866-286-0199.
primeinc.com www.westerntexasland.com <

available. FOQRECLOSED HILL COUNTRY HOME
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Winter rains bring good spring wildflower show

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

AUSTIN- Timely rains last fall
and this winter have benefited
early spring wildflowers, which
will likely put on a good show
in much of Texas despite last
year's drought, according to the
senior botanist at The University
of Texas at Austin's Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflower Center.

"The seeds left behind by
annual wildflowers such as
bluebonnets don't care if it's the
worst drought in recorded his-
tory, as long as they get bouts of
rain at the right time for germi-
nation and growth," said Damon
Waitt, who also is the center's
senior director.

The bumper crop of wildflow-
ers in 2010 also helped add to
the seed stockpile in Texas soils
that can be revived by recent
rains. Rain showers should pro-
vide decent viewings in regions
of North, Central and East Texas.
However, it is possible that the
Panhandle, South and West
Texas won't fare as well.

Among the early sightings
of wildflowers this year are:
Carolina jessamine blooming in
North Houston along FM 1960,
and along Woodlands Parkway
between Interstate 45 and Kuyk-
endahl Road; hundreds of trout
lilies blooming in Dogwood Can-
yon and elsewhere around Dal-
las; Texas mountain laurel trees

blooming in Dripping Springs
and Austin; and patches of stiff
greenthread spotted in north
San Antonio, such as along U.S.
281 above North Loop 1604.
Complementing these sightings
will be a bumper crop of Texas
bluebonnets and other wildflow-
ers at the Wildflower Center and
sites such as Brenham and the
Mercer Arboretum & Botanic
Gardens in Houston. Bluehonnet
rosettes the size of dinner plates
are hugging the ground at the
Wildflower Center, and Texas
mountain laurel, windflower,
plains fleabane and Mexican
plum trees are already blooming.
Other early spring bloomers
will include Indian paintbrush,

winecup and Indian blanket.
Center staffers will mark peaceful
spots for taking bluebonnet pho-
tos. And a sneak peak of bluebon-
nets growing on site is available
online via live broadcast.

Regions that missed pre-sea-
son rains may still have drought-
tolerant wildflowers that bloom.
For instance, Fendler's blad-
derpod may become noticeable
soon near Amarillo. A Wildflow-
er Center plant conservationist
has also seen a few Big Bend
bluebonnets and yucca prepping
to open blooms in the national
park. The outlook may not be
great for many tree species,
such as Mexican plum and Texas
redbud in Central Texas, though.

"Trees had such a tough year
in 2011. They may not have the
energy resources to put on a
significant flowering display this
year," Waitt said, adding that
perennial wildflowers may share
that predicament.

For public sightings, visit the
Wild About Texas Wildflow-
ers website, contact the Texas
Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) at 1-800-452-9292, or
view TxDOT's online flora map.

To learn more about wildflow-
ers nationally, search the Wild-
flower Center's Native Plant In-
formation Network. To purchase
seeds to sow of mid- to late
bloomers or potted native plants,
visit the suppliers directory.

THE IDLE AMERICAN

Lin’s world of words...

SiSvr S

Commetary by
Dr. Don Newbury

It’s enough to make a
grown man — or woman
— cry. And it could induce
“sniffle-like symptoms”
for discerning teen-agers,
albeit the latter a shrink-
ing group.

With an “America, love
it or leave it” sentiment
strong in the land, we
yearn for newcomers to -
learn English. It’s a worthy
goal. Trouble is, we na-
tives are having a hard
time keeping up with it
ourselves, what with new
words introduced at a
record clip and old words
cast aside like old tires in
a wrecking yard.

And “talking heads” on
newscasts — as well as
“mikeside” announcers at
sporting events — aren't
helping. They often butch-
er the language, slaugh-
tering both grammar and
pronunciation.

English teachers are
tossing their pencils —

“Lin-sanity,” for goodness
sakes, and in the rapidly-
whirling literary world

of Lin, “L’s” now precede

dozens of words that for-
merly began with “in.”...

particularly retired ones
who hoped and prayed
that students whose pa-
pers they reddened with
corrections would turn out
better. .

Paces hasten as We’re now
life is compressed. “Lin-formed,” and
“Once over lightly” visitors in his
is now a daily prac- home need first
tice that blankets to be “Lin-vited.”
our waking hours. He clearly is “Lin-

dustrious,” and
he “Lin-vokes” the
sort of verbiage
that Christians are
hungry to hear.

- When’s the last
time you heard a

Abbreviations are
given “thumbs up”
for both the written
and spoken word.
We welcome
shortcuts. Postures
for prayer became

“Tebowing” — Don superstar quot-
seemingly overnight ing Corinthians?

— and now, the Newbury (1t's good to know
emergence of NBA : Harvard — moored

by Puritans, then
Baptists, in its early
years nearly 400 years ago
— has at least one gradu-

star Jeremy Lin has
sparked such na-

tional interest that a new
vocabulary is emerging. It

applies specifically to him  ate acknowledging the

and his growing legion of scriptures.)

fans. Lin’s boldness, bright-
He’s in the process of ness and character are

copyrighting the word traits we dream of in

sports stars. Can he be as
genuine as he seems? So
far, so good.

Millions line up (dare
we say “LINear?”) to pull
for him. Oh, that he might
“Lin-spire” our youth, al-
ways be “Lin-sational” and
never be “Lin-visible.”...

With luck and continued
commitment, this Harvard
graduate could change
the way we view sports
stars. (Wasn't it the Dal-
las Cowboys’ Hollywood
Henderson who said Pitts-
burgh quarterback Terry
Bradshaw couldn’t spell
“cat” if you spotted him
the “c” and the “t?”) Lin is
extremely articulate, using
words like “anomaly.”

If anyone can have fun
with all the new “Lin”
words, he can.

“Googled” by gazillions,
Lin stands taller than his
height and seems wiser
than his years. Refreshing.
Remarkable....

Getting back to abso-

lutes, maybe Lin could
become the “LINchpin” to
secure our moorings of
truth, fairness, honor, in-
tegrity and a host of other
words long viewed as the
-glue holding square deals
together.

Such squaring won’t
come easily. We've round-
ed too many corners,
essentially making such
“deals” circular.

Maybe that’s why so
many running in circular
motions think themselves
to be big wheels....

Lin’s play on the court
— and play on words —
provide some relief from
“catch phrases” that usu-
ally run at a gallop for a
season or two. Yes, the
reference is to sports an-
nouncers and athletes. .

We still hear too many
“you knows,” and we’ve
heard enough “at the end
of the day,” another ex-
pression that is suffering

‘literary fatigue. (“Are you

kidding me?” by sports

reporters is an expression
long since “tuckered out.”)

If Lin can succeed in
“squaring things up,” we
may even hear “That’s the
way we roll” less often.
Whatever, he’s bound to
give us plenty of “Lin-side”
information, and, in some
games, add “Lin-sult to
Lin-jury.” Millions of ad-
mirers hang on his every
word and watch his every
move. After all, we have
“Lin-satiable” appetites for
such a feel good story ,
and will vote “yes”if they
introduce “Lin-glish as a
second language.” And,
if Lin’s basketball magic
turns to mush, he can
grab his cello and head
for the symphony. I don’t
know how many chairs .
they have for cellists, but
he’d be in one of the first
ones....

Dr. Newbury is a speaker
in the Metroplex. Email:
newbury@speakerdoc.com.
Phone: 817-447-3872. Web
site: www.speakerdoc.com.
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rate basis from Mcf to Ccf.

CUSTOMER NOTICE
INCORPORATED AREAS OF
THE MID-TEX DIVISION

On January 31, 2012, Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division (“Atmos” or “the
Company”), filed a Statement of Intent with each City served by the Mid-Tex Division
(hereafter “Affected Cities”) with the exception of the City of Dallas. The Company’s
Statement of Intent proposes to increase its gas rates and implement a new schedule of
rates and riders applicable to all customers within the Affected Cities. The proposed
effective date of the requested rate changes is March 6,2012. If approved, the proposed
changes will affect approximately 1,194,420 residential, 100,461 commercial, and 705
industrial & transportation customers.

If approved, the proposed rates will increase the Company’s annual revenues by
$49,080,069 or 4.36%, including gas costs, or 11.94% excluding gas cost. The proposed
change in rates constitutes a “major change” as that term is defined by Section 104.101
of the Texas Utilities Code. In addition to the rate changes, other proposed tariff
changes include revision of the Company’s residential and commercial rate schedules
(Rates R and C), as well as its Rider WNA and Rider GCR to change the current billing

The Company further proposes to revise the Rider GCR

to: (1) remove the 2009 interest rate reference, (2) clarify that the calculation of (b)
Pipeline Cost is inclusive of interest, and (3) update the Upstream Pipeline Charge
Allocation (Factor D). Atmos also proposes to modify its Rider WNA to update the
heat load and base load factors. The Company further seeks to implement a new
Rate Review Mechanism (“RRM”) tariff, as well as a new conservation and energy
efficiency tariff (“Rider CEE”). In addition, the Company seeks to recover all of its
rate case expenses and all city rate case expenses as allowed by law. The exact amount
will not be known until the case is completed.

Based on the proposed rate design, the average monthly bill for each customer class
within the Affected Cities will change by the amount and percent shown in the table

below:
: Percentage
Customer Current Proposed : Feccantgs Change
; : Difference | Change with 3
Class Bill ** Bill** without Gas
Gas Cost Cost
Residential * $48.51 $51.21 $2.70 5.57% 13.60%
Commercial * 241.15 $246.50 $5.35 2.22% 9.69%
Industrial * 3,70347 | $3.499.26 | $(20421) | -551% -14.22%
Transportation | $1,754.60 | $1.550.39 | $(204.21) | -11.64% -14.22%

~z 3

*Includes Rider GCR Part A cost of $4.5750 per Mcf. _
**The calculation of bill impacts assumes average monthly consumption of 4.4
Mcf for residential, 34.2 Mcf for commercial, and 3,897 MMbtu for industrial and
transportation customers. ;

Persons with specific questions or desiring additional information about this filing may
contact Atmos Energy Corporation at 1-888-286-6700. Complete copies of the filed
Statement of Intent, including all proposed rates and schedule changes, are available
for inspection at Atmos’ offices located at 5420 LBJ Freeway, Suite 1600, Dallas, Texas
75240 or on our website www.atmosenergy.com/mtx-soi. In addition, customers can
contact their City for additional information regarding this rate request.

Este es un aviso a los clientes de Mid-Tex Divisién de Atmos Energy Corporation, (la
“Compaiifa”), que la Compaiiia esta solicitando un aumento en la tarifa del gas. Este
aumento afecta a todos los clientes de la Compaiiia excepto en la ciudad de Dallas y
las dreas no incorporadas. Aquellas personas que deseen comunicarse con la autoridad
reguladora que tiene jurisdiccion sobre esta solicitud deben ponerse en contacto con su
ciudad. Si usted tiene preguntas con respecto a este aumento, por favor llame a Atmos
Energy Corporation al 1-888-286-6700.
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The Perfect Gift for that special day, a subscription to The Winters Enterprise
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Texas State Parks a good choice to keep fit

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT
EDNA- TPWD invites
everyone to take alook at
Texas State Parks to help
you achieve your fitness
in an affordable “keep fit”
setting. .
Most Texas State Parks
are available to the pub-
lic seven days a week,
year round and allow

CAFETERIA MENU
March 5-9

Subject to change™

WINTERS ISD BREAKFAST

MONDAY
Biscuit/Sausage or Cereal or
Scrambled Eggs, Toast w/Jelly,
Juice, Choice of Milk.
TUESDAY
Breakfast Pizza or Cereal or
Breakfast Taco, toast w/Jelly, Juice,
Choice of Milk.
WEDNESDAY
Biscuit/Egg Pattie or Oatmeal or
Breakfast Burrito, Toast w/Jelly,
Juice, Choice of Milk.
THURSDAY
Breakfast Pocket or Cereal or Pan-
cake/Sausage Link, Toast w/Jelly,
Juice, Choice of Milk.
FRIDAY
Biscuit/Sausage or Cereal or Muffin/
Sausage, Toast w/lelly, Juice,
Choice of Milk.

WINTERS ISD LUNCH
Note: Menus are subject to change
without notice. Students may purchase
extra Entree for $1.00, Milk for $.30,
Sides for $.50, Large Chef Salad for
$2.00, Small Chef Salad For $1.00,
Tea $.50 (Jr. High and High School),
Water $1.00, Visiting Adult $4.00,
Visiting Child $3.00.

MONDAY
BQ Rib/Bun or Chicken Fries w/
Gravy, Baked Beans, Corn, Tossed
Salad/Carrot Sticks, Tosy Apple-
sauce, Hot Roll, Choice of Milk.
TUESDAY
Baked chicken or Spaghetti/Meat
Sauce, Broccoli w/Cheese, Baked
Potato, Tossed Salad/Carrot Sticks,
Rainbow Bar, Bread Stick, Choice
of Milk.
WEDNESDAY
Nachos or Chicken Fajita, Spanish
Rice, Pinto Beans, Coleslaw or Let-
tuce & Tomato, Tossed Salad/Carrot
Sticks, Orange Wedges, Cornbread
or Jalapeno Cheese, Choice of Milk.
THURSDAY
Chicken Fries w/Gravy or Ham/
Cheese Sandwich, Mashed Pota-
toes w/Gravy, Mixed Vegetables,
Tossed Salad/Carrot Sticks, Rosy
Pears, Bread Pudding. Hot Roll,
Choice of Milk.
FRIDAY
Cheese Burger or Fish, Oven Fries,
ltalian Green Beans, Lettuce/Pick-
les, Tossed Salad/Carrot Sticks, Hot
Roll, Peaches, Choice of Milk.

Proudly. brought to you by
Bedford-Norman

Insurance Agency
111 W. Dale « Winters

754-4515
George Mostad

visitors to pursue physi-
cal fitness activities out-
doors. This outdoor en-
vironment also provides
arelaxing atmosphere
for achieving wellness in
body, mind, and spirit
and an gbility to soak up
fresh air.

To take advantage of the
many benefits of exercis-
ing outside, a Texas State

Park Pass is available and
allows the pass-holder and
guests in the same vehicle
to enjoy unlimited visits
to all state parks for an
entire year.

For more information
about fitness and wellness
opportunities please con-
tact Kelley Morris, (361)
782-5718, or email -kelley.
morris@tpwd.state.tx.us.

Fish hatchery facing possible
closure due to drought

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

ATHENS- Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD)
may temporarily close the Dundee Fish Hatchery near
Wichita Falls during the upcoming production season
due to a declining water supply.

“Although we have not officially made the decision to
suspend operations at Dundee for 2012, it looks like we
will not have water to operate this spring, and we do not
plan to put any ponds into production unless condi-
tions change within the next couple of weeks,” said Todd
Engeling, hatchery program director for TPWD. “Al-
though we have had restrictions placed on our water use
in the past due to drought conditions, as far as I know
this is the first time that it has resulted in a temporary
suspension in operations at any of our facilities.”

Located in Archer County below Lake Diversion, the
Dundee Fish Hatchery has 97 ponds and 84 total acres
of water, representing 34 percent of the state’s available
freshwater fish production capacity. It is the state’s pri-
mary producer of striped bass and hybrid striped bass,
turning out 3 million to 4 million fingerlings annually.

Originally constructed in 1927 and renovated in 1994,

‘Dundee receives its water supply under contract with the

Wichita County Water Improvement District No. 2, which
provides water primarily for irrigation and municipal
use. The hatchery gets its water from Lake Diversion,
which is a constant level reservoir fed by Lake Kemp.

“Severe drought in that part of the state has left water
levels in Lake Kemp very low, resulting in restricted
water use,” Engeling said. “Under the water district’s
drought plan, the hatchery is not allowed to divert water
when water elevations in Lake Kemp reach 1125 feet
above mean sea level. The water elevation in Kemp is
currently 1126 and is expected to drop to 1125 early this
spring when irrigation activity increases.”

Pronghorn restoration
and research seminar
to be held at Sul Ross

WINTERS ENTERPRISE
STAFF REPORT

ALPINE- The Borderlands Research Institute (BRI) of
Sul Ross State University and Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) will host a March 6 seminar to dis-
cuss current findings of the Pronghorn Restoration and

_Research Project.

The seminar will begin at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 6 in
the Espino Conference Center, Morgan University Center.
Refreshments will be served and the public is invited.

The purpose of the project is to identify causative
factors associated with declining herds and to restore
pronghorn to their historic habitats in the Trans-Pecos.
The seminar will provide an overview of the ongoing res-
toration efforts and an update of the research findings.

The Pronghorn Restoration and Research Project is
a collaborative effort by the BRI, TPWD, Trans-Pecos
Pronghorn Working Group, Texas landowners, and con-
cerned citizens. :

For more information, call (432) 837-8488 or (432)
837-2051.
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