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INSIDE

UCA CHEER CAMP 
IN GRAPEVINE

SEE PAGE 8

Briefly
WISD Election

Filing to run tor the Win- 
ters ISD board of trustees 
started July 25 and runs 
through Aug. 22. The Place 
1 seat currently held by 
Doug Bryan and the at-large 
seat held by Bill Brede- 
meyer will be on the ballot. 
Each seat is a three-year 
term. Persons interested in 
filing may pick up an ap­
plication at the Winters ISD 
administration office at 603 
N. Heights Street in Winters 
from 8 cum. to 5 p jn. dur­
ing normal business hours. 
For questions, call 325-754- 
5574.

Blizzard band 
rehearsals

The 2016 Summer Band 
Schedule for Winters High 
School, has been an­
nounced and all rehearsals 
are required.

Band members should 
wear tennis shoes, hats, 
sunglasses and sunscreen. 
Also, members should 
bring water.

8-11 ajn. Aug. 1-3. New 
members and 8th grade 
students are required to 
attend as well as drum ma­
jors and section leaders.

Morning rehearsals will 
include marching funda­
mentals.

Full Band Rehearsals, will 
be held from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 1, 
Tuesday, Aug. 2, Wednes­
day, Aug. 3 and Thursday 
Aug. 4. Inside rehearsals 
will be held each afternoon, 
with uniform fittings on 
Monday andTuesday, and 
marching fundamentals 
on Thursday. On Friday, 
Aug. 5, band members will 
rehearse from 1:30 to 4:30 
p.m. outside for a show 
on the field. Again, mem­
bers should bring a hat, 
sunscreen, water and wear 
comfortable tennis shoes.

The Flag Corp will meet 
from 8 a.m. to noon and 
from 1-5 pjn. Aug. 1-5. 
Rehearsals for Aug. 8-12 
win be announced at a later 
date.
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The last drop
Hot and dry conditions 

have been the norm so 
far in July with tempera­
tures reaching the century 
mark and over in Runnels 
County, forecasters at the 
National Weather Service 
in San Angelo reported.

No rain was reported last 
week in Runnels or Tom 
Green counties. How­
ever, there is a 20 per­
cent chance of rain in the 
forecast for tonight.

Hot and dry weather con­
tinues through the week­
end forecasters say with 
highs reaching up to 98 
degrees. Lows are expected 
to be in the mid to up­
per 70s, the NWS reports.

So far this year, Ball­
inger has received 17.56 
inches of rainfall, 
with 16.71 inches reported 
in Wingate and 22.65 
inches received in San 
Angelo.
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Winters native assigned 
to Washington post

S TA FF REPORT

Winters native Major Wylie 
Clough, who has served 
five tours of duty includ­
ing four tours in the Middle 
East, has been assigned 
to serve as a Presidential 
Communications Officer in 
Washington, D. C. Clough, 
his wife Dominique and 
daughter Karyssa, wiU travel 
to Washington where he will 
be stationed for the next 
three years.

Clough recently com­
pleted a one year deploy­
ment to the Middle East. 
Upon completion of the 
tour, Clough was awarded 
the Global War on Terror­
ism - Expeditionary Medal 
and the Meritorious Service 
Medal (MSM) for his con­
tribution while assigned as 
the executive officer for the 
54th Signal Battalion.

During his deploy­
ment, Clough was nomi­
nated for a position serving

the President of the United 
States, and underwent 10 
months of medical, physi­
cal, security, mental and 
financial screening. Follow­
ing numerous interviews 
and boards Clough ultimate­
ly was one of five officers 
selected by the Department 
of Defense including the Air 
Force and Navy.

The 54th Signal Battalion 
consisted of over 650

SEE C LO UG H, 6

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Major Wylie Clough has been appointed to serve as a 
communications officer for the President of the United 
States. He and his wife Dominique and daughter Karyssa, 
will move to Washington C.D. where he will serve in the 
post for the next three years.

Ready for game day
UCA Cheerleading Camp held in Grapevine

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
The first day of the UCA Cheeiieading Camp was a busy one for the Winters Cheer squads.Pictured from left to right in the 
back row are Celeste Sanchez, Alexis Silva, K’Lee Lindley, Abbie Killough, McCaila Walker, Brooklynn Anderson, Megan 
Jacob, Justine Alvarado, Brooklyn Callaway, Karlee Busher and Christy Lindley. Pictured in the front row are Querstin Lara, 
Myra Ochoa, Jayden Galvan, Olivia Smith and McKenzie Ventress.

BY CELINDA HAWKINS
MANAGING EDITOR 
WINTERS ENTERPRISE 
chawkins@ballingeiiedger.com

Sixteen cheerleaders from 
Winters ISD headed to 
the UCA Cheerleading 
Camp held at Great Wolf 
Lodge in Grapevine, July

11-14.
An 11-girl squad from the high 

school, and a 5-member squad from

the junior high attended the camp, 
which is presented by the Universal 
Cheerleaders Association.

Over 20 schools attended and 
over 270 students participated, said 
Coach Krystina Himt, who has led 
the Bhzzard cheerleaders for the 
past three years.

The girls worked together to learn 
dances, cheers, stunts, pyramids 
and much more.

“Both teams had a very successful 
week,” Hunt said.

She said some of the cheerlead­
ers were new, and others had been 
involved for several years.

“In many ways, we came to camp 
as individuals, but walked away as a 
team,” Hunt said.

Throughout the duration of the

SEE C H EER , 8

Amazing Grace: Winters First United 
Methodist Church celebrates 125 years

S PEC IAL TO T H E W INTERS 
EN TER PR IS E

Winters First United 
Methodist Church will 
celebrate its 125th anni­
versary August 7. Bishop 
J. Michael Lowry, Episcopal 
leader of the Central Texas 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, will be 
the guest speaker at the 
10:45 a.m. worship service 
and the “Music Celebration 
will be held at 2 p.m.

The Winters First United 
Methodist Church is part 
of the West District of the 
Methodist Central Texas 
Conference. Rev. Bob Mur­
chison, who is the pastor

of the 
church, 
is wel­
coming 
everyone 
to join 
in the 
celebra­
tion.

“This 
is a very 
excit­
ing time 
for the

_____  First
United

Methodist Church of Win­
ters,” Mmehison said. “We 
are celebrating 125 years

Bishop Mike 
Lowry

CELINDA HAW KINS 1 LEDGER PHOTO  

The First United Methodist Church of Winters is cel- 
SEE CHURCH, 6 ebrating its 125th Anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 7.

Unemployment 
up in Runnels 

County
Job growth 
in state up 

14 out o f the past 
15 months

S TA FF REPORT

Unemployment is on the 
rise in Runnels County and 
in the nearby cities of San 
Angelo and Abilene. How­
ever, the Texas Workforce 
Commission is report­
ed job growth statewide.

Texas has added an 
estimated 171,100 season­
ally adjusted jobs over the 
past year with the addition 
of 7,200 nonfarm jobs in 
June. The state has added 
jobs in 14 of the last 15 
months. Texas’ season­
ally adjusted imemploy- 
ment rate increased to 4.5 
percent in Jime, up slightly 
from 4.4 percent in May, 
and remained below the 
national average of 4.9 
percent.

“I am encouraged by 
our state’s continued job 
growth, with Texas em­
ployers adding jobs in 
nine of 11 industries over 
the past year,” said Texas 
Workforce Commissioner 
(TWO Chairman Andres 
Alcantar. “Texas Workforce 
Solutions is committed to 
advancing partnerships 
and providing innovative 
solutions to our employ­
ers and workforce to keep 
our state the best place to 
work and do business.”

The picture isn’t so rosy 
in Runnels Coimty. In June, 
the unemployment rate 
in Runnels County rose to 
4.4 percent up from 3.6 
percent in May. The unem­
ployment was also up from 
the same time last year 
when it was reported at 4.1 
percent.

In nearby San Angelo, the 
picture is much the same 
with the unemployment 
rate tallied at 4.6 percent 
for June, up from 4.1 per­
cent in May and up slightly 
from the same time last 
year when it was reported 
at 4.5 percent.

Likewise in Abilene 
the unemployment rate 
for June was reported at 
4.1 percent up from 3.5 
percent in May. The rate 
remained constant from 
June of 2015 when it was 
reported at 4.1 percent.

The Amarillo and Austin- 
Round Rock Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas (MSA) re­
corded the month’s lowest 
unemployment rate among 
Texas MSAs with a

SEE JO B S , 6
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W inters
welcomes tourists

Visit our lake park 
and in-town RV park.
Call 72J-20kf Mt 754-4424 for information.

H ard w a re
Gun Bar

J & T  
H ard w are

333 South Main Street 
Winters, Texas

325-754-1505 __

MONDAY sim:<:ia i
MONDAY SPECIAL (RUNS ALL DAY LONG) 
CHICKEN FRIED STEAK, CREAM GRAVY, 
CHOICE OF POTATO, HOUSE SALAD AND 
TEXAS TOAST.....DINE IN OR CARRY OUT. 
WE ARE HERE UNTIL 11PM EVERY NIQHTI 

1608 N. Broadway - Hwy 188 • Balllngar
3 2 5 -3 6 5 -2 4 2 4

m

805118066210
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FUNERALS AND O B I T U A R I E S

Troy Joe Norman
Troy Joe Norman, 59, of Winters, died July 19, 2016.
He was bom August 8,1956 in Winters and grew up 

here graduating from Winters High School in 1974.
He worked in the oil field and he was a member of the 
Bluff Creek Cowboy Church.

He is survived by 2 children: Waylon Norman of 
Winters and Holly Hargraves of Odessa. 2 brothers: 
Kenneth Norman of Tuscola and Arnold Norman of 
Odessa. 7 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his parents: T. W. and 
Ruby Lee Norman. One son: Charles Hargraves and 
one sister: Dorothy King.

Services were held at 10:30 A.M. Saturday July 23, 
2016 at the Bluff Creek Cowboy Chmch with burial in 
Lakeview cemetery directed by Winters Funeral Home.

W inters Enterprise, July 2 8 ,2 0 1 6

Thursday, July 28, 2016

Kassidy Ruth Sanders
Baby Kassidy Ruth Sanders, infant daughter of Am­

ber Blackshear and Nicky Sanders, died Sunday, July 
17, 2016 in Abilene. Funeral services for were held on 
Friday July 22, 2016 at 2 p.m. at the Pioneer Church 
of God, 158 N. Main St. Winters, TX. Burial followed in 
the Lakeview Cemetery under the direction of Lange 
Funeral Home.

W inters Enterprise, July 2 8 ,2 0 1 6

Billie “Ma” W eatherby
Billie “Ma” Weatherby, of Miles, 95, died Monday, 

July 18, 2016 at her residence. She was bom May 6, 
1921 in Justin, Texas.

Funeral services were held Saturday, July 23, at 2 
p.m. at the Miles Methodist Church. Burial followed in 
the Miles Cemetery. Services were under the direction 
of Lange Funeral Home in BaUinger.

W inters Enterprise, July 2 8 ,2 0 1 6

A ct to d a y  
to  a v o id  fin an cia l 
reg rets tom orrow

each year than you would 
if you waited until, say, 
your 40s or 50s. So, if 
you aren’t already doing 
so, contribute as much 
as you can afford to your 
IRA and your 401(k) or 
similar employer-spon­
sored plan. And increase 
your contributions every 
time your salary rises.

■ Not saving enough 
for emergency expenses 
- You can’t plan for all 
expenses. Your furnace 
might die, your car may 
need a major repair, you 
may incur a sizable doc­
tor’s bill - the hst goes 
on and on. If you don’t 
have the money available 
to meet these costs, you 
might be forced to dip 
into your long-term in­
vestments. That’s why it’s 
important to maintain an 
emergency fund, contain­
ing three to six months’ 
worth of hving expenses, 
in a hquid, low-risk ac­
count.

■ Taking on too much 
credit card debt - If you 
don’t ovemse your credit 
cards, they can be handy 
and helpful, in many 
ways. Try to keep a hd on

SEE FIN A N C IA L, 3

S PEC IAL TO TH E 
B A LLIN G ER  LED G ER

“Regrets? I’ve had a 
few. ’’

— Frank Sinatra

Mr. Sinatra, one of the 
most famous entertain­
ers of the 20th century, 
did things his way, but he 
was also familiar with re­
morse. He’s not alone, of 
course. We all deal with 
regrets - and financial 
ones are among the most 
troublesome.

Here are the leading 
financial regrets, accord­
ing to a recent survey by 
Bankrate.com, along with 
some suggestions for 
avoiding them:

■ Not saving for retire­
ment early enough - This 
was the top regret ex­
pressed by survey respon­
dents. Saving and invest­
ing early for retirement 
offers you two key ben­
efits. First, the more time 
you give growth-oriented 
investments, the greater 
their growth potential. 
And second, by saving 
and investing for retire­
ment early in your career, 
you will likely need to 
put away less money
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tax free holiday Aug. 5-7
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar reminds shoppers 

they can save money on certain items priced for less 
than $100 during the state’s annual sales tax hohday. 
This year, the sales tax hohday is scheduled for Friday, 
Saturdayand Sunday, Aug. 5-7.The law exempts most 
clothing, footwear, school supphes and backpacks 
priced below $100 from sales tax, saving shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they spend during the week- 
end.lists of apparel and school supphes that may be 
purchased tax-free can be found on the ComptroUer’s 
website.

This year, shoppers wih save an estimated $92 milhon 
in state and loc^ sales taxes during the sales tax hoh­
day. The tax hohday weekend has been an annual event 
since 1999.

What happens in Vegas...
ROWENA - Vegas Nights in Runnels Coimty wih get 

rolling Saturday, Aug. 27 at St. Joseph’s Hah in Rowena. 
The event is sponsored by the Runnels County Junior 
Livestock Show Association with the Casino Night host­
ed by Casino Connection of Georgetown. Doors open at 
6 p.m. with a steak dinner served at 6:45 p.m. with the 
$2,000 Grand Prize cash drawing to be held at 7:30 p.m. 
Casino Night wih be held from 8:30 - 11:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $100 per couple and $60 per individual, which in­
cludes $5,000 per person in Casino Night money. There 
wih be chances to win tickets for basket and prizes. No 
one under 18 wih be admitted. The event is BYOB with 
setups available.

Winner, winner brisket and chicken dinner
The Olfen St. Boniface Knights of Columbus whl be 

selling BBQbriskets on Saturday, Aug. 20. The cost is $8 
per pound for the brisket and $7 for each whole chick­
ens, which can be picked up at the St. Boniface Parish 
hah at Olfen at 5 p.m. Please pre-order by calling Marty 
Frey at 325-365-6618 or David Rohmfeld 325-442-3331. 
The deadline for orders is August 17.

VFW Membership Appriciatin Dinner _____
The Rowena \T% Post 9196 and the Auxihary wih have 

a membership recruitment and membership apprecia­
tion dinner at 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14 at the post home 
in Rowena. members, potential members and their 
famihes are invited. Korean veterans wih be recognized 
for their service during the event. For more information 
contact John Multer at 325-658-1655.

CASA volunteers wanted________ ______________
The Children’s Advocacy Center of Tom Green County, 

Inc. CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is seek­
ing volunteers. Currently CASA serves 60 percent of the 
chhldren in foster care. Training wih be held from 5:30 
to 9 p.m. July 11-14 and July 18-21. dinner is provided. 
To sign up, cah 325-653-4673 or email mblue@cac- 
tomgreen.org. CASA serves Tom Green, Runnels, Con­
cho, Crockett, Coke, Irion, Reagan, Sutton, Sterling and 
Schleicher counties.

AA meeting _____________________
Sobriety First Alcohohcs Anonymous group wih meet 

at the First United Methodist Church, in Ballinger, at 7 
p.m. every Monday and Wednesday. The group wih meet 
Saturday with prior arrangements. Please use the Av­
enue A and Seventh Street entrance. Child care is avail­
able. For more information please contact the church at 
325-365-2323.
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A Time for Freedom __________________
A new addiction class is forming in Winters caUed 

“A Time for Freedom,” and Pastor Tommy Akin, of the 
Pioneer Church of God in Winters wih be overseeing the 
program which wih provide addiction education to ad­
dicts, family and loved ones. The meetings wih be held 
at 7 p.m. every Thursday at the Pioneer Church of God 
at 158 North Main St. in Winters. For more information 
caU 903-474-4740.

B al^ger Fanners Market______ ________________
There wih be a Farmers Market from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

every Saturday from June-September in downtown Bah- 
inger. Fresh fruits, vegetables and eggs as weU as other 
-edible items such as canned goods, breads, jams, jelhes 
and salsa - are welcome. Baked goods must be wrapped. 
Other items featured at the market whl include plants, 
homemade lotions and soaps. Everyone from the area 
is invited to participate in the weeldy event, which 
wih not include arts and crafts at this time. CaU Cody 
Rice at 316-549-2017 for information or stop by RM’S 
Cositas 718 Hutchings or fiU out the apphcation online 
at https://codyricel2.wufoo.com/fonns/ballinger-farm- 
ers-market/.

Visit Friendly Neighbors___________________
The Texas Extension Education Agency “Friendly 

Neighbors” invites everybody in the Ruimels County 
area who is interested in learning about cooking, 
gardening, arts and crafts and other useful subjects to 
meetings at 2 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month (except during the summer). Meetings whl alter­
nate between the Ruimels County Extension Office on 
the corner of south 7th Street and Sealy Ave. in BaU­
inger and the Winters Pubhc Library at 120 N. Main St. 
inWinters. If you are interested and would like to find 
out more about this group, caU Martha at 365-3890 or 
Judy at 754-5386.

Runnels County Alzheimer’s Support Group______
The monthly Runnels County Alzheimer’s Support 

Group whl be held at Central Texas Nursing and Re- 
habhitation Center from 6:30-7:30 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of the month from. AU concerned citizens are 
invited to share in discussion and education about the 
disease process and caregiver perspective. There is no 
charge for this pubhc service sponsored by the National 
Alzheimer’s Association.

R eveling Center Hours _______________
The City of Ballinger’s Recycling Center, located at 

South 7th Street and Sealy Avenue, is open from 8 a.m. 
to noon on Monday. The recycling center is open from 
8 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday. Saturday, the recycling center is open from 8 
a.m. to noon.

WIC open to many incoines and families_________
Women Infants m d Chhdren, (WIC) located at 706 

Strong Ave. in Ballinger is open from 7 a.m. to noon and 
from 1 to 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday. WIC is 
closed every third and fourth Monday of each month. 
Phone 325-365-5925.

Wingate Masonic Lodge meetings________________
The Wingate Masonic Lodge 1()42 A.F. & AM., meets 

at 6:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of the month, at the 
Wilmeth Lodge. For further information contact Hank 
Bourdo at 754 2048.
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Just Around the Corner
1969  —  A summer of firsts

Over the past few 
months and weeks, I have 
had some younger folks 
ask me if this country has 
ever been like it is now 
- embroiled in pohtics, 
protests, horrific crimes 
and even war.

Well, the answer is a 
definitive “yes.” I harken 
back to 1969 - a year even 
as a young chQd, I remem­
ber, because it was a time 
of strife, great achieve­
ments, pohtical turmoil 
and change.

That would be the year, 
that many famihes moved 
from the dinner table to 
TV trays in front of the 
television to watch events 
unfold that would change 
this country and our hves 
forever.

Yes, 1969 was a big year 
in the history of this coun­
try especiaUy during the 
summer. While I was just a 
kid that summer, I remem­
ber events hke the ongo­
ing Vietnam war, protests 
and news about the moon 
landing highhghting the 
headlines and the nightly 
newscasts. It was for some 
as rocker Brian Adams put 
it “The Summer of ’69.”

It was definitely a sum-

Celinda
Hawkins

mer of 
firsts.
As the 
summer 
unfold­
ed on May 
22, 1969, 
NASA’s 
ApoUo 10 
almost 
reached 
the
moon’s 

surface. Just a few days 
later, the Oscar winning 
film “Midnight Cowboy” 
starring Dustin Hoff­
man and Jon Voight was 
released. The next day, 
Apollo 10 returned to 
earth. Meanwhile, John 
Lennon and Yoko Ono, 
who had just married, 
held their next “bed-in” 
the day after the ApoUo 10 
success.

In June President Rich­
ard Nixon and South Viet­
namese President Nguyen 
Van Thieu met and he 
announced the drawdown 
of troops. Sadly, that same 
month, singer Judy Gar­
land died of a drug over­
dose. Warren Burger was 
sworn in as chief justice of 
the U.S.

The very next month, in

July, was a very, very busy 
and historical month. One 
more sad bit of entertainer 
news was reported when 
Brian Jones, founder of the 
Rolling Stones, drowned 
in his pool at his home in 
England. The Zodiac KiUer 
struck on July 4, shooting 
a couple - the man sur­
vived, the woman did not. 
A few days later on July 
8, Nixon kept his word 
and the first troops were 
withdrawn.

On July 16, ApoUo 11 
took off for the moon 
as miUions watched and 
then four days later, they 
successfuUy landed, whUe 
500 milhon earthlings 
watched across the globe 
as NeU Armstrong took 
those first steps for “man­
kind...” WhUe aU that was 
going on, Teddy Kennedy 
was getting in deep water 
after the Chappaquiddick 
incident when he drove 
off a bridge and Mary Jo 
Kopechne died.

Things continued to 
heat up in August, Nixon 
and his buddies started 
secret peace negotiations 
in France, but alas, they 
could not agree, so aU 
was for naught. Charles

Manson foUowers kiUed 
Sharon Tate and friends 
Aug. 9and continued "the 
killing spree the next day 
killing Leno and Rosemary 
Labianca. On Aug. 17, Hur­
ricane CamUle, a category 
5 and at the time the most 
powerful hurricane to hit 
stateside, devastated the 
coast of Mississippi, killing 
248 people.

But the Summer of ‘69 
would continue when 
Woodstock, the music 
festival, was held for three 
days in upstate New York. 
Numerous acts would wow 
the crowd of 400,000 at 
the farm in the CatskiUs 
for the Creedence Clear­
water Revival, fronted by 
John Fogerty, was the first 
band to sign a contract 
to play. When they did, 
legend has it, lots of other 
big acts foUowed suit, like 
Jimi Hendrix, the Grateful 
Dead, Janice Joplin, Sly 
and the Family Stone, The 
Who, Santana, and Jef­
ferson Airplane. Beheve 
it or not, a lot of bands 
declined the invite to the 
fest, hke The Beatles, The 
Doors, Led Zeppehn, The 
Moody Blues and I’ll be

SEE C O R N ER , 3
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DAILY CLEARANCE ITEMS
'  '  M-F 9:00 to ’5:30 - SAT 10:00-5:00

N R H  C l i n i c
FAMILY PRACTICE

7571 State Highway 153 - Winters, TX 79567

(325) 754-1317
Clinic Hours: Monday-Friday 
8 am -1 2  noon & 1:30 - 5 pm

All Age Groups Accepted 
Medicare, Medicaid and CHIPS Accepted 

Most major medical insurance

Please call (325) 754-1317 for an appointment 

Dr. Mark McKinnon, MD
Judy Zuspann, PA-C • Tami Halfmann, RN, FNP-C

mailto:trease.burke@brownwoodbulletin.com
mailto:mblue@cac-tomgreen.org
mailto:mblue@cac-tomgreen.org
https://codyricel2.wufoo.com/fonns/ballinger-farm-ers-market/
https://codyricel2.wufoo.com/fonns/ballinger-farm-ers-market/
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State 4-H Horse Show continues this weekend
S TA FF REPORT

It is once again time for the Texas State 
4-H Horse Show, which runs through 
Sunday at the Taylor County Expo Center 
Cohseum.

This is the 32nd year that Abilene has 
hosted the major 4-H youth event. 4-H 
members from all across the state will be 
in Abilene to compete in a wide variety 
of events which include western rid­
ing events, Enghsh riding events, speed 
events, roping & other cattle events as 
well as drill team events. Events will take 
place in the Taylor Coimty Expo Center 
Cohseum, the Boeshart Horse Bam and 
the Covered Outdoor Arena. There is 
something for everyone to watch and 
enjoy.

The arena wiU be open as early as 6 
a.m. for different events and categories 
to work, then wiU be set up for the com­
petitions. Team roping, breakaway and 
calf roping wiU kick off events Thursday, 
while the competition will begin with 
Stock Horse Trail competitions Friday 
and 2-year old Futurity Pleasure compe- 
ition Saturday. Awards will be presented 
throughout the remainder of the compe­
tition. A party will be held for exhibitors 
on Thursday night.

The objectives of the Texas 4-H Horse 
program include providing a means for 
4-H members to: Acquire horsemanship 
and horse training skills; gain knowl­
edge concerning science related subjects 
include horse production, management, 
training, evaluation and use; prepare 
youth for citizenship responsibilities and

community service; and to develop lead­
ership, initiative, self-reliance, sports­
manship and other desirable life traits.

These objectives are accomphshed 
by offering projects and activities in 
horse management, production, training 
and use. The four horse projects are: 
Horsemanship-this includes managing, 
riding and training older horses with an 
emphasis on learning the skills neces­
sary to cause a horse to perform in a 
desirable fashion. Training- this includes 
managing and training 2 or 3-year old 
horses. The project may also involve an 
older horse that needs further training 
or focus on advancing a horse to another 
event. Weanling or yearling development 
- this includes managing, conditioning 
and training a horse until the horse is old 
enough to be ridden. Mare/Foal - this 
includes managing a mare through the 
complete production cycle, from select­
ing the sire through weaning the foal.
The Texas State 4-H Horse Show is just 
one of the horse related activities used to 
accompUsh these objectives.

One of the most entertaining events 
during the State 4-H Horse Show is the 
Drill Team competition on Monday (July 
25) night beginning at 6 p.m. Teams 
are made up of 10 to 20 members. All 
members are horse back and perform 
a routine accompanied by music and 
full costume. The routine will have the 
horses traveling at a full run with cross­
ing maneuvers, weaving, figure 8 and 
many other moves. This event is to help 
teach 4-Hers teamwork, horsemanship 
skills and horse safety.

C O NTRIBUTED PHOTO
The State 4-H Horse Show continues this weekend at the Taylor County Expo Center and 
Coliseum in Abilene.

For more information on this and other 
4-H opportunities contact the Taylor

County Extension Office at 325-672- 
6038.

The Market Perspective
Has the Rig Count Bottomed?

HaUiburton HAL 
seems to think so. CEO 
Dave Lesar notes that 
rather than being sent to 
their home yards, 26 drill­
ing rigs were re-deployed 
in the last few weeks. He 
suspects the US rig count 
has bottomed out.

When bad news seems 
to be the only brand 
available, companies will 
often take advantage of 
just that. This is known 
as taking ‘the big bath’ in 
accounting terminology. 
And HAL did just that this 
past quarter. The idea is to 
search the books for every 
conceivable, problematic 
hanging by a thread event.

and write 
it off. If 
we are 
experienc­
ing a loss, 
make it 
a darned 
good one. 
If every so- 
so project 
is written 
down to 
zero,the 

thinking goes, if anything 
goes right, the next few 
quarters should be profit­
able.

HAL was denied its ac­
quisition of Baker Hughes. 
HAL booked $3.52 biUion 
of costs related to the

Dennis
Elam

failed merger. And in true 
Big Bath style, followed 
that with another $423 
milhon of other losses.

Another 9%, about 5,000 
workers have recently 
received pink shps. The 
overall employment level 
now stands at 50,000, 
down from a peak of 
80,000 during the recent 
boom.

All of this resulted in 
a loss of $3.21 billion or 
$3.73 per share. But you 
would never know that 
to look at the stock price. 
HAL has risen $28 to $46-i- 
pulhng back to $44.28 
today. Indeed its chart rise 
looks quite similar to the

price of oil itself. This is 
not surprising given HAL’s 
number two status in the 
energy service business.

In this space we specu­
lated that oil would pull 
back from its recent high 
of $52 to the low 40s. On 
the continuous chart crude 
is at $45.75 on theThurs- 
day close. We peg support 
at the $40-42 level.

And as always we note 
that globally, oil is priced 
in dollars. Since May the 
US Dollar has risen from 
92 to 97. Typically com­
modities priced in dollars

SEE E L A M , 5
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FIN A N C IA L
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your credit card debt, keeping in mind 
that your debt payments reduce the 
amount of money you have available to 
invest for your long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement.

Not saving enough for children’s educa­
tion — This may be perhaps the most dif­
ficult regret to address - after all, it’s not 
easy to save for your own retirement and 
simultaneously put money away for your 
children’s college educations. However, 
if you can afford to save for college, try 
to do so in as advantageous a manner as 
possible.

■ Buying a bigger house than you can 
afford - If you tie up too much money in 
mortgage payments, you will have less

to contribute to your various retirement 
accounts. And while home equity cer­
tainly has some value, it generally does 
not provide you with the same liquidity
- and probably not the same potential for 
growth and income - as an investment 
portfoho that’s appropriate for your 
needs and risk tolerance. So, think care­
fully before purchasing that big house
- you might be better served by scaling 
down your home ownership and ramping 
up your investments.

You can’t avoid all the doubts and mis­
givings you’U encounter at various stages 
of your life. But if you can reduce those 
regrets associated with your finances, 
you could well increase your satisfaction 
during your retirement years.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by Larry Gilbert Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

C O R N ER
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darned - Roy Rogers. They wanted him 
to sing “Happy Trails,” at the end of the 
show, but, he said nope.

Obviously, the Summer of ’69, was piv­
otal in our history. And, yes, the Summer 
of 2016, may prove to be just as pivotal.

So when the young folks ask me “has it 
ever been like this before?” I reflect back 
on the lyrics of “Woodstock,” written by

Joni Mitchell, and encourage everyone to 
have hope for the future.

“We are stardust, we are golden,
We are billion year old carbon...
And we got to get ourselves back to the 

garden...”

Celinda Hawkins is the managing 
editor of the Ballinger Ledger and the 
Winters Enterprise. Contact her at 432- 
349-2736 or via email at chawkins@ 
ballingerledger.com.

PARSONS
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & APPLIANCE SERVICE 

Owner-Donnie Parsons 
325>812-2854 OR 325-365-3126 

TACLA30307E
Buying a house? Selling a house? Building a house?
Adding on to your house? Light commercial applications
• Let the experts at Parsons help you with all your heating, air conditioning 

and appliance service needs.
• We have been serving the Ballinger, San Angelo and surrounding areas for over 

five years.
• We have certified technicians
• Available 24/7, even on holidays for all your heating, air conditioning and 

appliance service needs.

Call the Professionals 
325-812-2854  

Or
325-365-3126

Inspection Service 
Only $65
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Ductless System s

"Hot In Here"

Across
1 Native of Novi Sad 

5 Election losers 

9 Moves a muscle

14 Adidas rival

15 Building block

16 Carry on

17 Words of reciprocity

19 Silents star Bara

20 P .F .___ 's

21 Coke's partner

23 Gathering clouds, 
say

24 Modest reply 

26 Sail holder

28 It's in the genes 

31 Calfs meat 

33 Like

37 Pro___

39 "Hunh?"

41 First V.P.

43 Lord's Prayer starter

44 Go blading

45 AP pics

48 HOMES part

49 Actress Kazan

50 Lemon___

52 Little bird

53 WWW code 

55 Rider Revere 

57 'Typee" sequel 

60 Sleuth Spade 

62 Shopworn

65 Prefix with -gon 

67 Dual nature

70 Send, in a way

71 Choice word

72 First name in humor

73 Online call site

74 Film___

75 Paper buy
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20

24
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vn 25 Country bumpkin 56 Carafe size
Freelancer’s enc. 27 Pleads 57 Goes (for)
Rescue op 28 Southern sound 58 Not bold
Full-bodied 29 Comaneci 59 Sole
Persian faith 30 Arcade name 61 Venus d e ___
Got past 32 Lummoxes 63 Rushed headlong
Durham sch. 34 Spirit 64 Jane Austen novel
Echelon 35 Play center 66 Fire truck item
Play, in a way 36 Shooting sport 68 Vegas drama
Convened 38 Early king of Egypt 69 Thanksgiving side
Trifle 40 Scouting group dish

Gossip tidbit 42 Roasting rod

Uncivil 46 Fashion lines

Cross 47 Lay on thick

Broadcast 51 Continental capital
Moonshine mix 54 Burdened
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i Riiim els County Tail Record
July 28, 2016

Name Age Agency

James R. Sutton 45 Coke

_____________ Assault family violence._____________

James C. Crockett 60 Turned self in

___________ Failure to appear, speeding.___________

Jonathan M. Watson 26 Coleman

Manufacture delivery controlled substance. 

Abel Condado 44 Concho

________ Possession controlled substance.________

Julien R. Nava 33 RCSO

________ Obstruction retaliation, two counts.________

Dana M. Priddy 34 Coleman

Manufacture delivery controlled substance. 

Lindsay W. Garcia 34 Coke

________ Public intoxication, evading arrest.________

Brady Richardsen 21 RCSO

________ Abandoning or endangering child.________

Alissa Kelly 20 RCSO

________ Abandoning or endangering child.________

Jose L. Soto 65 RCSO

Indecency with child,

aggravated sexual assault child, two counts. 

Brenda L. Martinez 45 BPD

_____________Driving while intoxicated.____________

VETERANS CORNER

Sandra G. 
Van Zant

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) recently annoimced 
it has eliminated paper signature 
requirements for veterans wishing 
to enroll in VA health care. Effec­
tive immediately, VA has amended 
its enrollment regulations to allow 
veterans to complete apphcations 
for enrollment in the VA health 
care system by telephone, without 
the need for a paper signature. 
This action also accelerates VA’s 
effort to enroll all combat veterans 
with pending enrollments as part 
of its ongoing Veterans Enrollment

Rework Project (VERP). By adding this telephone ap- 
phcation option, the VA now offers a variety of ways 
to enroll in VA healthcare systems. Visit www.va.gov/ 
healthbenefits/apply to access forms or apply online. 
Veterans who wish to enroU by phone can call 1-8 77- 
222-VETS (8387), Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. (Eastern time). For more information contact 
Sandra at the Veterans Service Office at 602 Strong 
Ave. on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., or call 325-365-3612.

— Sandra G. Van Zant, 

Veterans County Service Officer

One killed in two-vehicle crash
BY C ELIN D A  HAWKINS
MANAGING EDITOR

CALLAHAN COUNTY - A 64-year 
old Abilene woman was killed in 
a two-vehicle crash Thursday on 
U.S. Interstate 20 one mile east of 
Abilene, the Department of Pubhc 
Safety reports.

Frances Marie Codispoti of

Abilene, was pronounced dead at 
the scene of the accident which oc­
curred at 12:54 a.m. Thursday, July 
21. Terry Don Turner, 53, also of 
Abilene was transported to Hendrick 
Medical Center with critical inju­
ries, following the crash, the DPS 
reported.

Reports indicate that Codispoti

was eastbound onl-20ina2012 
Ford Focus on the outside lane, 
when she was struck head on by 
Turner, who was driving a 2005 
Chevrolet Suburban, according to 
the DPS.

Neither driver was wearing a seat- 
belt, the DPS stated and the crash 
remains under investigation.

TWC to host Texas Business Conference 
Aug. 19 at the Abilene Civic Center

WTJTT-- -̂-- If ..-

Visit the Winters Enterprse 
online for more news

www.wihtersenterprise.com

STAFF REPORT

AUSTIN — The Texas 
Workforce Commission 
(TWC) invites Abilene- 
area employers, human 
resource professionals, 
business owners and man­
agers to attend the Texas 
Business Conference em­
ployment law update on 
August 19 at the Abilene 
Civic Center in Abilene. 
The conference will pro­
vide valuable information 
for employers and busi­
ness owners concerning 
the legal issues associated 
with operating a business 
in Texas.

We welcome your news 
items and photos to include 
in the upcoming edition of 
The Ballinger Ledger or 

Winters Enterpr%

Choose the way that’s 
convenient for you

In persA^at 709 Hutchins Avenue in
j  -  - Office Hours are "

Monday -  Frid^ from 8:30 a jn. to 5 p jn. and Thursday 8:30 am. to 12 noon.

By phone to 325-365-3501.

By fax to 325-365-5389.

By em ail: chaw kins@ ballingerledger.com

Deadlines are as follows: News items - Noon Monday; Display advertising • 5 p.m. Monday; 
Classifieds line advertising -11 a.m. Tuesday.

Wef e  proud to be a part o f these communities
The The

Ballinger Ledger Winters Enterprise

“We are committed to 
providing employers the 
information they need to 
succeed,” said TWC Com­
missioner Representing 
Employers Ruth R. Hughs. 
“The Texas Business 
Conference brings valu­
able resources to effec­
tively navigate employers 
through state and federal 
employment laws.” 

Employers receive practi­
cal, up-to-date information 
for operating a successful 
business and learn tech­
niques to more effectively 
manage employees. Semi­
nar topics include: Texas 
employment law and the 
basics of hiring; federal

and Texas wage and hour 
laws; the unemployment 
claim and appeal process; 
independent contractors; 
and employee pohcy hand­
books. Participants will 
receive the latest edition 
of the popular pubhcation,

Especially for Texas Em­
ployers, which addresses 
basic legal issues regard­
ing hiring, post-employ­
ment and work-separation 
pohcies.

The Society for Human 
Resource Management 
Texas State Council (Texas 
SHRM) is co-sponsoring 
the Texas Business Confer­
ences and offering profes­
sional development and

O ff My Meds.net© o p yfigh t 2 0 1 6
L ’iviha

It looks like Phil has final In tlgiired out 
how to deal with the ofllce politics 
around here.

Paske Tire & Lube
Oil Changes * Tire Repair 

New Tires * Batteries
www.pasketireandlube.com

616 Hutchins Ave. 325-36 5 -2 730
Ballinger, TX 76821 Fax 32 5-36 5-3 786

COWPOKES® By Ace Reid

“Fellers, you know I wouldn’t steal no cattle now. 
As much grass as you’ve got, I’d wait til fall and git 

that extra weight!"

Human Resources Certi­
fication Institute (HRCI) 
recertification credits 
for human resources 
professionals attending 
the conferences. Certifi­
cates for the Texas SHRM 
Professional Development 
Credits will be handed 
out to those attending the 
Texas Business Confer­
ence. In addition, certified 
pubhc accountants who 
attend can earn continuing 
education credit hours and 
other conference partici­
pants may quahfy for gen­
eral professional credit.

The conference is from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Abilene Civic Center, 
located at 1100 N. Sixth St.

Attendees may check in 
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
The cost to attend is $125 
per person and is nonre- 
fundable.

Space is limited, so 
participants are encour­
aged to register as soon as 
possible. For more infor­
mation, call 512-463-6389. 
Participants may register 
online or download a 
registration form at the 
Texas Business Conference 
webpage.

Texas Business Con­
ferences occur several 
times a year at locations 
throughout the state. For 
a complete hst of dates, 
visit the Texas Business 
Conference webpage. More 
information about the re­
sources available to Texas 
employers can be found 
on the webpage of the 
Commissioner Represent­
ing Employers.

SUBMISSIONS
POLICY

Winters Enterprise
All submissions to 

the Ballinger Ledger 
or Winters Enterprise 
m ust be typed and 
emailed to the editor. 
Handwritten submis­
sions will no longer 
be accepted.

The word count for 
letters to the editor 
is no more than 350 
words, for guest col- 
um ns it is 650 words. 
Lengths for other 
submissions will be 
determ ined by the 
content.

Please email all 
submissions to 
chawkins@ball- 
ingerledger.com or if 
you have questions, 
caU 325-365-3501.

VISIT THE ENTERPRISE 
ONLINE FOR MORE 

NEWS
w w w .w intersenter

prise.com

http://www.va.gov/
http://www.wihtersenterprise.com
mailto:chawkins@ballingerledger.com
http://www.pasketireandlube.com
mailto:chawkins@ball-ingerledger.com
mailto:chawkins@ball-ingerledger.com
http://www.wintersenter
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Getting their art on
The 12th Annual Art Camp held in Ballinger

S PEC IAL TO TH E W INTERS EN TEPRIS E

A few weeks ago, if you drove the by 
the Do-Art Studio in Ballinger, on South 
Ninth Street and saw bodies laying on the 
sidewalk, don’t worry, it was all in the 
name of art.

The “Sidewalk Chalk” was one of the 
final activities for the Mid-West Texas 
Artists Guild Art Camp, which has been 
held for the last 12 years at the studio in 
Ballinger.

“That is always a favorite thing for the 
kids to do,” said Shirley Minzenmayer, 
who is a member of the Guild.

The Mid-West Texas Artists Guild held 
the 12th Annual Art Camp was held June 
20-24, and during the camp students 
were trained in a variety of art media.

The week began with campers working 
with clay led by artist Queba James who 
had each student create the Alamo with 
clay on the first day. Also on Monday, art­
ist and Guild member Jean Hensley had 
each student do a page of color so they 
might learn how colors blend and work 
together.

Campers learned a variety of techniques 
throughout the week-long camp.

Artist Tom Orsak had the camp­
ers draw a landscape with a barn and 
trees that might be something they 
were fairuhar with. After drawings were 
complete, campers used acryhc paint to 
finish their design. They learned how to 
mix and blend colors and how to apply 
paint with a brush on a canvas board.

Orsak and his wife, Jeane, are the new­
est members of the Guild and members 
were glad to have him share his talents 
with the campers.

“He is an outstanding Plein Aire artist 
and brought much to the camp this year,” 
Minzenmayer said.

On Wednesday Hensley had the stu­
dents create a still hfe painting using 
boots that they had to look at and draw. 
Once they were drawn, boots were 
painted with watercolor.

Also on Wednesday, Minzenmayer 
taught the campers the art of batik, by 
using the “wax resist” method on fab­
ric for the first time in the history of 
the c ^ p .  During the exhibition of the 
technique, a bluebonnet was drawn on 
paper and transferred to the fabric using 
a permanent marker to outhne. After ap­
plying wax the bluebonnet was painted. 
Once dry, the wax was ironed off and the 
batik was finished.

On Thursday, Minzenmayer led the 
campers on drawing sunflowers, encour­
aging campers to “draw what they saw.” 
Real sunflowers, donatdby Gary ^ d   ̂
Dinell Jacob, were used so they ;̂ \̂)l(3,*|'̂ ,̂ '̂ ' 
how they were formed, /^hey ^ ^ n .p ^ ’fed ̂ ' 
the sunflower on a stretched canva^Wth^

acryhc paint.
Minzenmayer and the guild thanked the 

Jacobs for the contribution of the sun­
flowers.

Other activities included making a 
Texas flag with Queba James. This was 
placed on top of their Alamo.

Hensley also showed them how to 
mak^ art stars by folding paper to create 
a five-point star. They then glued it to 
gold paper and put their name on it to 
place with their projects of the week. The 
campers were ah named “Art Stars.” Each 
camper crafted Thank You cards to be 
sent to the person that sent them to Art 
Camp. This year artist Lue Kraatz showed 
the campers a marbhng technique for the 
cards using shaving cream.

Louise Drennan was in charge of 
refreshments serving a nutritious snack 
each day

and she was assisted by Jeane Orsak 
and Lue Kraatz.

While attendance was low due to the 
baseball camp being held at the same 
time. Guild members said it was a suc­
cess.

“(Camper) Lacey Jones will be missed 
next year because she “graduated,” 
Minzenmayer said. “She has come to 
many art camps.”

Campers said the camp was fun and 
asked the Guild to have more camps in 
the future.

“One camper said her favorite things 
were clay and making friends,” Minzen­
mayer said. “We all look forward to next 
year.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Campers drew boots with a little help from artists Tom Orsak and Queba James dur­
ing the 12th Annual Mid-West Texas Artist Guild Art camp held June 20-24 in Ballinger. 
Pictured from the left, clockwise are Franki Gray, Keni Jo Drennan, instructors Tom Orsak 
and Queba James, Madison Nash and Kaylynn Slaughter.

the Ballinger Ledger and 
Winters Enterprise will publish 
announcerrients for

- A

E LA M
CONTINUED FROM 3

fall when the doUar rises. 
Given the recent world 
turmoil, from Turkey to 
you name it, a rush to US 
Dollars is not surprising. 
This puts the US DoUar 
back above its 50 and 200 
day moving averages.

If HAL is correct, recaU 
they never saw the drop 
in the oU price coming, 
the refiners are worth a 
look. Holly Frontier HFC 
dropped to $22.25, rose 
and now trades at $24. 
Valero VLO dropped from 
the low 70s to $47 and has 
risen to $51; it is a bit over 
bought here and could faU 
back to the 50 day moving 
average at $49.50. At these 
prices the stock offers an 
almost 5% dividend.

Natmal gas futures 
soared form $1.90 to 
$3.00. Price is pulling 
back now. Support ap­
pears to be at $2.60 and 
then $2.30.

If crude holds the low 
$40-42 range, we should 
expect a resumption of 
the up trend the next few 
weeks.

Let’s look at a missed 
opportunity. The two 
political parties are offer­
ing a stark contrast for the

future of America. Eliza­
beth Warren and the 
President both claim ‘you 
didn’t buUd that.’ Their 
view, along with A1 Gore 
and Nancy Pelosi, is that 
the government essentiaUy 
underwrites aU progress.

In contrast the Repub- 
hcans are stiU trying to 
project a view of some­
thing different. And two 
recent convention speak­
ers could have done that 
but did not.

In 2012, Clint Eastwood 
gave his ‘empty chair’ 
speech ending with a 
crude taunt to the Presi­
dent. Monday evening, 
Melania Trump fooUshly 
entrusted her husband’s 
advisors to write her 
speech. A hastily cribbed 
couple of paragraphs from 
MicheUe Obama’s speech 
gave free reign to all sorts 
of plagiarism charges, 
from the original fiction 
writer, Brian WiUiams, now 
at MSNBC.

Here is the missed op­
portunity. Both Clint and 
Melania rose from obscu­
rity to the height of suc­
cess in the most difficult 
of arenas, entertainment 
and fashion. Both are self- 
made success stories, who 
unlike Elon Musk, did not 
depend on government 
subsidies. Yes they are 
both attractive individu­

als, but both industries 
are chock a block full of 
attractive people. And few 
make it to the top.

That is the story each 
should have told. I just 
finished reading Lucy 
and Desi by Warren Har­
ris. At the end of his hfe, 
Desi comments that in no 
other country could a 16- 
year old from Cuba have 
achieved the success he 
did. Clint, Melania, there’s 
your story, try to get it out 
in the future.

Dennis Elam is an ac­
counting professor at Tex­
as A &M University San 
Antonio. Dennis.elam@ 
gmail.com.
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* Free announcements are text only ivith 2 0 0  words or less. 
W ith one photo $ 2 0 . Additional photos add $ 2 0  each.

C a ll o r  c o m e  b y  th e  B a llin g e r  L e d g e r  
office to  p la c e  y o u r  a n n o u n c e m e n t.

The

Ballinger Ledger Winters Enterprise
709 Hutchins Ave | Ballinger, TX | 325-365-3501

T O D A Y ’S B E S T  C O U N T R Y

KRUN-1400AM
w r  w r  w  K  r  i J i  n t  a i  n m  *

KRUN Radio is the Agriplex’s 
source for local, state, 
national and agricultural 
news. We’ve been providing 
this service for 65 years and 
we’re here to stay!

o  r r i

www.tsnradio.com

W e want your news! 
Fax news items to 
325-365-3407  or 

email
krun1400@ hotmail.com

Jim Woodruff
Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. 

M em ber FIN R A /SIPC  
71 9  Strong Ave.» P.O. B ox  309  

B allinger, T X  76821
3 2 5 -3 6 5 -9 0 0 0  • 87 7 -3 4 1 -3 1 0 0  Toll Free • 325 -365-9001  Fax 

Jw .woodruff@ raym ondJam es.com

NICE INSURANCE
1934 Hutchings * Ballinger * 325-365-3814

Web: www.hiceins.com . A
in Runnels County Since 1996 

A-RATED COMPANY

M ike
H ice
A g e n t

AUTO, HOME, FARM  
AND COMMERCIAL

liiceins ] 934(<i>gmail.com 
Integrity /  Honesty

Fr a n c e s
H ice
B r o k e r

|CAU FOR QUOTE ■ HiHf SWE YOU THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS OB M0RE!|

Fast, friendly service & get all your Favorite Beverages 
at Competitive prices. ^

Beer • Wine • Liquor • Kegs 
• Gifts & More 325-442-4201

Drive-up W indow • Hours 10-9 Mon-Sat ^   ̂ ‘  ^  |
120 FM Hwy 381 • Rowena, TX

E R IC  W . R A Y , E .A .

B o o k k e e p i n g  a n d  T a x  S e r v ic e s

104 North Main 
Winters

P.O. Box 593 
325-754-2415

Lariy M Gilbert, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
122 N 8th St 
Ballinger, IX 76821 
325-365-2505

Edwardjones"
www.edwardJones.com making sense of investing

http://www.tsnradio.com
mailto:krun1400@hotmail.com
mailto:Jw.woodruff@raymondJames.com
http://www.hiceins.com
http://www.edwardJones.com
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CHURCH
CONTINUED FROM 1

of Amazing Grace. And I am honored 
to be the pastor for this wonderful cel­
ebration of the church at this historical 
time of its existence.”

Bishop Lowry is the resident bishop 
of the Central Texas Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, Fort Worth 
Episcopal Area. He is the spiritual 
leader for approximate 164,000 United 
Methodists. He was elected and conse­
crated as bishop in July, 2008. Bishop 
Lowry is a 1972 graduate of EarLham 
College in Richmond, Indiana and 
earned his Master of Theology from 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University and Ids Doctor 
of Ministry from Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary.

Along with Bishop Lowry, Dr. lisa 
Neslony, West District Superinten­
dent, former pastors, st^f, and other 
special guests and descendants of 
charter members will be recognized at 
the anniversary service.

The morning service will feature an 
anthem by the Mills family, descen­
dants of charter members, Mr. and Mrs. 
R.A. Yeats.

A “Music Celebration” will be held 
at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary of the 
church. Featured musicians include 
organist, Randy Stevens of Midland; 
Kirke McKenzie, former choir director 
for FUMC of Winters, now of haan will 
also perform. Other church members 
will perform including Fran Kidwell, 
pianist; the Phil Mooney Family, trum­
pets and trombone and Lane Gibbs, an 
ASU student will serve as percussion 
accompanist. In addition the Jeff Mills 
Family will present vocal and instru­
ment^ specials along with former 
pastor. Rev. Joe Chamness as a trom­
bone accompanist.

In 1889, Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Yeats 
moved to North East Runnels County 
and purchased land on Bluff Creek, a 
year before the town of Winters was 
founded. On A u ^st 2,1891 the Yeats 
invited a Methodist minister to hold 
worship services and opened then- 
home for worshiping and praising God. 
As a result of this service the Meth­
odist Church was organized with 16 
charter members. Services were later 
held in member’s homes or the local 
school house sharing with other de­
nominations. As the town of Winters 
grew in population it became apparent 
that God intended for the Methodist 
chinch to be a part of the new town’s

Thursday, July 28, 2016

future.
In 1899, the Methodist congrega­

tion built its first house of worship 
on the same present church site on 
the comer of Church and Parsonage 
Streets. The frame stmcture was built 
under the pastorate of John Wesley 
Bowden, pioneer Circuit Rider. This 
was the first church building of any 
denomination in the new town of 
Winters. The Yeats family continued in 
faithful church attendance traveling in 
a wagon pulled by two mules. A surrey 
was used on special occasions.

The Yeats had 11 children and two 
sons became ministers. Mr. Yeats died 
at the age of 87 and Mrs. Yeats hved to 
be 102.

The lot of the present church site 
is the oldest continuous Methodist 
church site in Runnels County. Five 
different houses of worship have oc­
cupied the same site since 1899.

The Texas Historical Survey Com­
mittee authorized the official Texas 
Historical Marker to the Winters Meth­
odist Church which was dedicated July 
20,1969. It is the 16th official Texas 
Historical Marker to be erected in Run­
nels County.

The Winters First United Methodist 
Church is the 392nd Methodist Church 
in the United States and overseas to 
receive the United Methodist Historic 
Site Marker. The church site must have 
been estabhshed at least 100 years 
and been awarded an official Texas 
Historical Marker to the site. The site 
is within the bounds of the Method­
ist Central Texas Conference and is of 
historic significance to the Texas His­
torical Commission. It was dedicated 
September 22, 2002.

“Winters First United Methodist 
Church, is not about buildings or his­
toric markers, though this is important 
to the church history and heritage,” 
Murchison said. “It is about 125 years 
of God’s Amazing Grace , a caring, in­
viting, inspiring and vital place to wor­
ship. The congregation is engaged in 
mission and outreach by putting faith 
and love into action so that Christ’s 
work might be accomphshed locally 
and around the world.”

The United Methodist Church mis­
sion statement is: Making disgiples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.

“Join us in praising God for His 
‘Amazing Grace’ as we celebrate our 
125th church anniversary,” Murchison 
said.

Jean Gibbs, historian for FUMC of 
Winters contributed to this report.

JO B S
CONTINUED FROM 1

nOn-seasonally adjusted rate of 3.3 per- 
ilfent, followed by the Shemian-Daiison 
and Lubbock MSAs each with rates of

3.9 percent in Jime.
“The Texas labor force has much to 

offer and there are resources available 
to find the perfect occupational fit,” 
said TWC Commissioner Representing 
Labor Julian Alvarez. “I encourage all 
job seekers to contact their local Work­
force Solutions office for assistance 
with job training and placement.”

G E T T I N G  T H E I R  A R T  O N

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
ABOVE: Campers at the Mid-West Texas Artist Guild Art Camp get instruction on drawing 
a boot from artists Tom Orsak and Queba James. Pictured from left to right clockwise are 
Franki Gray, Keni Jo Drennan, instructors Tom Orsak and Queba James, Madison Nash and 
Kaylynn Slaughter. BELOW: Carla Campbell with her granddaughters Cayley Campbell and 
Lacey Jones at the Show Off on the last day of the 12th Annual Mid-West Texas Artist Guild 
Art Camp held June 20-24 at the Do-Art Studio in Ballinger.

V

................„ -

C LO U G H
CONTINUED FROM 1

personnel and had a theatre wide mis­
sion spanning across seven separate 
nations. Clough was also awarded the 
Bronze Order of Mercury for his contribu­
tions and high level of impact to the Signal 
Regiment and the United States Army 
throughout his career.

Clough is a 1994 graduate of Winters 
High School, a 2004 graduate of Tarleton 
State University, a 2013 graduate of Web­
ster University and a 2015 Graduate of the 
prestigious Army Command and General 
Staff College* He is also a graduate of the 
Army Space, Strategist and Joint Plaimers 
Courses. He holds a Bachelors degree in

kinesiology and a Masters Degree in man­
agement and leadership.

He originally enlisted in the Army in 
1995 earning his commission in 2004. He 
has been deployed a total of five times, 
including four combat tours. He has 
earned numerous awards and decorations 
including two Bronze Stars, the Meritori­
ous Service Medal, six Army Commenda­
tion medals including one for valor. He 
also earned the German Armed Forces 
Proficiency Badge and the Combat Action 
Badge.

Over the course of his mihtary ca­
reer, Clough has seen the support of his 
hometown, with the community sending 
care packages to the troops under his 
command. Clough said he is very grate­
ful to the community of Winters for their 
continued support.

Y o u r  C a r  S e a r c h

aw aits...
BestRide is your car search Command Center. From BestRide.com you can 
browse over 6 million new and pre-owned vehicles, create 
your potential purchases, track price changes, and keep up to  d tl^ w ith  new 
listings. When you are ready to purchase, BestRide.com co nn e i^  vou with 
trusted automotive dealers in your hometown.

We make it simple for you to find your BestRide.
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Mueller, Inc. is a highly respected, well-established manufacturer 
of pre-enginecred steel building systems, metal roofing & 
components. We now seek a: _______________________

Preventive Maintenance Technician
Ballinger, TX

Perform routine maintenance, diagnose problems and make repairs 
to company vehicles. Purchase parts and coordinate repairs with 
outside vendors when necessary. Perform regular veiiicle 
inspections and maintain accurate recwds. Must have high school 
diploma/GED and at least 18 years of age witfi a class “A” CDL 
preferred, mechanic experience, tool experience, and welding 
experience. Pay Rate: $12.05 - $12.78/hour depeaiding on 
qualifications plus Employer Paid Benefits valued at $5 to $10 per 
hour.

We offer competitive pay/benefits, with 100% paid employee & 
children health insurance. Spouse coverage available for a nominal 
fee, long-term disability, 401(k), vacation, sick leave, life 
insurance, employee assistance program, etc.

Online application required, may conqrlete on-site at 1915 
Hutdiins Avenue, Ballinger, TX or by visiting 
www.muellerinc.cora

Employment contingwit upon completion o f successful drug screen 
and extensive background check. EOE

www.muellerinc.com

I l ? I
% »

PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANTS
Seeking caring and dependable people to work in the 
homes of elderly and disabled clients. Will assist with 
preparing meals, shopping, personal care, errands, 

light housekeeping, and other assigned duties.
We offer flexible day, evening, and weekend shifts. 
Must be at least 18 yrs of age with a clean critjiinal 

background. MUST have reliable transportation.
No certifications or prior experience required.

Fax Resume referencing Ad #17623 to (325) 646-2278 
For an application, call 1 (800) 665-4471 

Apply online at www.gentiva.com/careers 
Or apply in-person at 

1423 Coggin Ave Brownwood, TX, 76801 
E.O.E /  M.F.D.V.

N o w

H i r i n g !
..VoWf

Eii»P'.loy'*'’
**P R O D U C T IO N ^

Fab, Assembly & Welders 
$8.00 & UP 
Free T-shirt 
when hired!

Dem and Staff, Inc.
. 408 H utchins 

Ballinger, T X

Online Application 
www.dem andstaff.com

Call Today!

325-365-9133
No Fees for Jobs!

Special Notices

Pregnant? Consid­
ering  adoption? 
Call us first. Living 
expenses, housing, 
medical, and con­
tinued support af­
terwards. Choose 
an adoptive family 
of your choice. Call 
8 6 6 - 8 2 7 - 3 0 0 5  
( 2 4 / 7 )

Donate your car to 
charity. Receive 
maximum value of 
write off for your 
taxes. Running or 
not! All conditions 
accept ed!  Free 
pickup. Call for de­
tails. 855-986-8602

Ballinger
Healthcare and Rehab
W e’re Hiring...Bring your heart 

& expertise to our team .

$500.00 S I G N  O N  B O N U S  
for C N A ’s now  being offered!

Learn more about our 
current opportunities including: 
CNAs, LVNs, and RNs, online at 

www.ballingerhealthcare.com or 
coll 325-365-5766 and apply today!

Help Wanted-FuU 
Time

Special N otices Business
Opportunities

$$HELP 
WANTED$$ 

Earn extra income 
assembling CD 

cases from Home. 
CALL OUR LIVE 

OPERATORS 
NOW! 1-800-405- 

7619 Ext. 651. 
www.easywork- 

greatpay.com 
Not valid in ND, 
WI, SD or MD.

The

Ballinger Ledger
and

The

Winters Enterprise
ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Classified Ads & Legal Ads: 
Friday prior at 5pm

ROP (Main Body of Paper): 
Sales deadline is 3 p.m. Friday

Ad copy 2 p.m. Monday

A Reader Notice: 
This newspaper will 

never knowingly 
accept any 

advertisement that 
is illegal or 
considered 

fraudulent. If you 
have questions or 
doubts about any 

ads on these pages, 
we advise that 

before responding 
or sending money 
ahead of time, you 

check with the 
local Attorney 

General's 
Consumer Fraud 
Line and/or the 
Better Business 
Bureau. Also be 

advised that some 
phone numbers 

published in these 
ads may require an 
extra charge. In all 
cases of question­
able value, such as 

promises or guaran­
teed income from 
work-at-home pro­
grams, money to 

load, etc., if it 
sounds too good to 
be true — it may in 
fact be exactly that. 

This newspaper 
cannot be held re­
sponsible for any 

negative con­
sequences that oc­
cur as a result of 
your doing busi­
ness with these 

advertisers. 
Thank you

Subscribe today! Call 
Matthew at 800-283-0998

Central Texas 
Nursing & 
Rehab is 
currently 

hiring 
for

A C T IV IT Y
DIRECTO R

We offer compet- 
itve wages, insur­

ance and paid 
days off. Please 

apply in person at 
1800 N 

Broadway, 
Ballinger, TX. 

or call
(325)365-2538 
ask for Tammi 
Dankworth or 

Lisa Rowan for 
more details. 

EOE
MOTOR

VEHICLES
BUSINESS/
SERVICES

MERCHANDISE

SOCIAL  
WORKER  
Part Time

Long Term Care 
Facility. Must be 
caring and dedic­

ated to the elderly. 
Requires Texas 
State license, 

excellent 
interpersonal, 

organizational and 
computer skills. 
Duties include 

maintaining care 
plan notes, docu­
mentation, social 
intervention, etc. 
EOE/MFHV. For 
more information 

call our
Administrator at 

(325) 625-4105, or 
apply in person 
Mon-Fri, 9am to 

4pm. COLEMAN 
HEALTH CARE 

CENTER, 
2713 South 

Commercial Ave.

Items For Sale

DIGITAL HEAR­
ING AIDS - Now 
offering a 45-Day 
Risk Free Offer! 
FREE BATTER­
IES FOR LIFE! 
call to start your 
free trial! 
855-228-0186
L O W E S T  
P R I C E S  on
Health Insurance. 
We have the best 
rates from tip 
companies! Call 
now!
877-339-5281

FARM & RANCH

REAL ES FATE

I N C .

Mueller, hic. is a highly respected, well-established manufecturer 
o f pre-engineered steel building systems, metal roofing & 
components. We now seek a:

Regional Driver /  Material Handler
BALLINGER, TX

Perform material and product loading/unloading activities; 
Coordinate delivwy schedules and deliver products. Operation of 
piggyback forklift required; training available. High school 
diploma/GED & 21 years o f age required. Must have Class “A” 
CDL and material handling experience. 3 years previous truck 
driving experience and knowledge o f DOT rules and regnlations 
required. Horae e v o y  weekend and some weeknights. Paid by 
mile, drop and monthly bonus. Estimated annual cash 
compensation of $45,000 - $50,000 plus full benefits package.

W e offer conqjetitive pay/benefits, with 100% paid employee & 
children health insurance. Sptmse coverage available for a nominal 
fee, long-term disability, 401 (k), vacation, sick leave, life 
insurance, employee assistance program, etc.

OnUne application required, may complete on-site at 1907 
Hutchins Avenue, Ballinger, Tx or by visiting
www.mueilerinc.com.
Employment contingent upon completion of successful drug screen 
and extensive background check. EOE

www.muellerinc.com

Legal N otices

mm.
H om es For Sale Legal N otices Legal N otices

"The court has 
the authority in 
this suit to enter 
any judgment or 
d ec re e  in the  
child 's  best 
interest, which 
will be binding 
on you. " 
I S S U E D  A N D  
GIVEN UNDER  
MY HAND AND  
SEAL O F SAID  
C O U R T  A T  
6 1 3  C O U R T -  
H O U S E  
S Q U A R E ,  
R O O M  2 0 7 ,  
R U N N E L S  
C O U N T Y ,  
B A L L I N G E R ,  
T E X A S  76821,  
ON  T H IS  T H E  
15TH day of Ju­
ly. 2016.

Attorney for 
P l a i n t i f f  o r  
P l a i n t i f f :
Stewart S.
Davis

Davis Law Firm 
2 3 6  J u n c t i o n  
Hwy.
K e r r v i l l e ,  T X

dryer. Seller will 
pay closing 

cost!
325-370-1458

ney. If you the 24th day of 0 2 8  
or your attor- J u n e  2 0 1 6 ,  J®'-  ̂
ney do not file a g a i n s t  (830) 257-8851 
a w ritten an- Kimberly Yvette

T a m m y  B u r -  
District

1375sqft.
Completely 

remodeled, new 
A/C, appliances,

e i S S  washer Ho\an,
' clerk who is - R e s p o n d e n t ,

sued this cita- n u m b e r e d  C lerk  
tion by 1 5 , 0 8 9  a n d ^ ^ J ^ n e I s

Lpartments For Rent 
(Unfurnished)

NEELY APTS
1 Bedroom & 2 
Bedroom avail. 

300 block of Broad­
way, Winters. 
(325)318-9350

| ( ^  1 &

10:00 am o n s t y l e d  
th e  M o n d a y  
next following ITIO:
the expiration ’

o f  2 0  d a v s  R.P.Nafter the d a u ^ CHILDREN
The suit request:

County, Texas

By: Lesa John­
son, Deputy

"P E T IT IO N  TO  
M O D I F Y  PAR-

NEELY APTS
1 Bedroom & 2 
Bedroom avail.

300 block of Broad- n e IS

you were 
s e r v e d  t h i s
p e T i iL " n r " a  E N T - c h i l d  CallTreaseto 
judgmentimay A T  I Ô N - pi.^e your ad

ag a in s t you . " T I O N  T O  
The petition of TRANSFER as 
D en is e  B err y , i s  m o re  ful ly  
was filed in the shown by the  
1 1 9th Judicial  Peti t ion  
District of Run- on file in 

C o u n t y , s u i t .

TODAY!
800-283-0998

this

H om es For Sale

HOUSE FOR 
SALE!

201 N. 12th, 
$124,999
3br, 2ba,

way, Winters. 
(325)318-9350

IKV  OWWTOWll'

Legal Notices

CITATION BY 
PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF 
TEXAS

TO: KIMBERLY  
YVETTE  
N O L A N ,  Re  
s p 0 n d e n t 
G r e e t i n g :

N O T I C E  TO  
RESPONDENT: 
" Y o u  h a v e  
b e e n  s u e d  
You may em­
ploy an attor-

T e x a s  on

FEATURED LISTING!
7.62 Acres Runnels County

Hwy 153 frontage!
Power & Water available!

Water well!
Priced at only $25,000.00

Contact Bryan Davis for more details! 
325-754-1108

’̂ Owner/Broker: Bryan Davis •  1116 S. Main, Winters, TX 79567J
GIVE USACAllON OUR CURRENT UST1NGS PROPERTY AVAILABIURES AT: 

w w w .d a v is ia n d a n d c a ttie .c o m

T E X A S  S T A T E W I D E  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K

TexSCAN W eek o f 
Ju ly  24, 2016

H O M E  B U S IN E S S
O P P O R T U N IT Y  TO  G E T  PAID DAILY, 
Great Home Business, Please call 832- 
2 2 5 -5 0 0 5  first. Ask about $ 1 0 0  cash  
referral! Fred 469-909-6624, fredcornelKg 
legalshieldassociate.com , LegalShield, 
Independent Associate

L E G A L S
S O C IA L  S E C U R IT Y  D IS A B IL IT Y
B E N E F IT S . U n ab le  to w ork? D en ied  
benefits?  W e C an Help! W IN  or Pay  
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1 -800-755-0168 to start your application 
today!

D R IV E R S
ATTN: C DL D rivers- Avg. $60k-«-/yr, $2k 
Sign-On Bonus, Voted Best Fleet 2016, 
Love Your Job and Your Truck, CDL-AReq- 
1 -877-258-8782, www.drive4melton.com

P H O N E /IN T E R N E T
A T& T U -Verse In ternet starting at $15/ 
month or TV  & Internet starting at $49/month 
for 12 months with 1-year agreement. Call 
1-800-425-9081 to learn more.\

A D O P T IO N
A d o rin g  co u p le  long to share outdoor 
ad v e n tu re s , d an ce , th e a tre  & loving  
extended family with 1st baby. Expenses 
p a id . B eth  & J im  1 -8 8 8 -3 3 0 -3 3 8 8  
adoptingtogether.com.

E M P L O Y M E N T
W alk -in  b a th tu b  sales person wanted. 
$100,000-1- $4,000/m o guaranteed. Sales 
experience required. Call Jerry Stewart at 
1-913-276-2143 Ewing Enterprises, LLC

S C H O O L /T R A IN IN G
A IR L IN E  C A R E E R S  beg in  here - G et 
started training as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician. Financial aid for qualified  
students . Job p lacem en t ass is tan ce . 
A v ia t io n  In s t itu te  o f M a in te n a n c e  
1-800-475-4102

H E L P  W A N T E D
EA R N  $500  A  DAY: Insurance Agents  
Needed-Leads, No Cold Calls-Commissions 
Paid Daily-Lifetime Renewals-Com plete  
Training-Health & Dental Insurance-Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020

R E A L  E S TA TE
38 A C R E  W IL D E R N E S S  RANCH $219  
M C NTH  Quiet & secluded 6 ,100 ’ northern 
AZ off grid ranch bordering hundreds of 
acres of State Trust & BLM woodlands. 
F ra g ra n t e v e rg re e n  tre e s  & g rassy  
m eadow s blend with sw eeping view s  
across surrounding wilderness mountains 
and valley from ridgetop cabin site. No 
urban noise, pure air & A Z’s best climate. 
N ear historic p ioneer town services & 
fishing lake. Free well access, loam garden 
soil & maintained road. RV use ok. $25,500, 
$ 2 ,5 5 0  dn. Free brochure with sim ilar 
properties, photos/ topo m ap/ w eather/ 
area info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690.

R E A L E S TA TE
H unting/recreation. W e have affordable 
land in the follow ing counties. C oke, 
E d w ard s , C o n ch o , M e n a rd , K inney, 
Val V erd e . Low down paym en t, long 
term  fin an cin g . 8 0 0 -8 7 6 -9 7 2 0 . www. 
ranchenterprisesltd.com.
15 acres, Uvalde/Bracketvilie. End of road, 
back corner, fenced 2 sides. Earthen tank, 
large mesquite, brush cover. Deer, hogs, 
turkey, quail. $3112/down, $515/mo. 1-800- 
876-9720. www.ranchenterprisesltd.com

M E D IC A R E  D E V IC E
G O T KNEE PAIN? Back Pain? Shoulder 
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace - little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-518-0173

R u n  Y o u r  A d  In T e x S C A N !

S t a t e w id e  A d .................. ^5 5 0
239 Newspapers, 617,408 Circulation

N o r th  R e g io n  O n l y .....^2 5 0
69 Newspapers, 165,558 Circulation

S o u th  R e g io n  O n l y . ...^250
85 Newspapers, 267,744 Circulation

W e s t  R e g io n  O n l y ......^2 5 0
85 Newspapers, 184,106 Circulation

T o  O r d e r :  C a l l  t h i s  N e w s p a p e r  
d i r e c t ,  o r  c a l l  T e x a s  P r e s s  S e r v i c e  

a t  1 - 8 0 0 - 7 4 9 - 4 7 9 3  T o d a y !

N O TIC E: W hile most advertisers are reputable, w e cannot guarantee products or services advertised. W e  urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney G eneral at 1 -8 0 0 -6 21 -05 08  or the Federal Trade Commission at 1 -877-FTC -H E LP . The FTC  w eb site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

E xtend  y c u r advertis ing  reach  w ith T e x S C A N , y c u r S ta te w id e  C lass ified  A d N etw crk .

http://www.muellerinc.cora
http://www.muellerinc.com
http://www.gentiva.com/careers
http://www.demandstaff.com
http://www.ballingerhealthcare.com
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com
http://www.easywork-greatpay.com
http://www.mueilerinc.com
http://www.muellerinc.com
http://www.davisiandandcattie.com
http://www.drive4melton.com
http://www.ranchenterprisesltd.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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CONTR IB U TED  PHOTOS
ABOVE: The senior cheerleaders for the Winters Blizzards this year are from left to 
right Justine Alvarado, Brooklyn Qallaway, Christy Kruse and K’Lee Lindiey.
TOR RIGHT: The junior high Cheer squad was very successful during the camp, winning 
three ribbons. Pictured in the back row from left to right are Olivia Smith, Coach Robin 
Smith, Myra Ochoa and Querstin Lara. Pictured in the front row are Jayden Galvan and 
McKenzie Ventress.

C H EE R
CONTINUED FROM 1

camp, teams were presented with Spirit 
Sticks at the end of each day for showing 
team spirit and enthusiasm.

“We won a spirit stick every night,” 
Hunt said.

The WJHS squad won a blue and red 
ribbon and both teams were given a 
gold ribbon, for their dances with added 
stimts.

“The gold ribbon meant the squad was 
game day ready,” Himt explained.

In addition, on the last day, the Winters 
squads received a trophy for “Superior 
Squad.”

Two cheerleaders made “All American 
Cheerleader” and were among those cho­
sen from all over the coimtry to partici­
pate in a parade in London, England later 
this year. Justine Alvarado and Christy 
Kruse, made All American Cheerleader 
and are eligible to go on the trip, which is 
not a school sponsored event.

“They were very excited,” Hunt said.
V, i

ABOVE: The Winters Cheerleaders are “game day ready” thanks to some instruction at 
the UCA Cheerleading Camp held in Grapevine, July 11-14. Pictured in the back row 
from left to right are Coach Krystina Hunt, Justine Alvarado, Celeste Sanchez, Alexis 
Silva, Karlee Busher, K’Lee Lindiey, Abbie Killough, Brooklynn Anderson, Megan Jacob 
and Coach Robin Smith. Pictured in the front row from left to right are Brooklyn Gal- 
laway, McCaila Walker, Christy Kruse, McKenzie Ventress, Jayden Galvan, Olivia Smith, 
Querstin Lara and Myra Ochoa.
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PAR
C O U N T R Y  C L U B Alm ost h a ll o  million fish

Enjoy golf at its

to Lake Bro

I

parcountryclubtx.coin

Bring this ad in and receive 
one FREE round of golf

(cart included •  Expires 12-31-2017)

1658 HWY 286J • (̂ manclie TX •254-879-^

B Y  D E R R IC K  S T U C K L Y
BROWNWOOD BULLETIN 
d errick .s tu ck ly@ b ro w nw oo d bu lle tin .co m

T
W O  months after Lake Brown- 
wood was forced into closure 
for the second time this year 
due to excessive rainfall, water 
is plentiful and fishing conditions are 

near ideal. And barring an unfore­
seen lack of assistance from Mother 
Nature, the number of fish that will 
be biting should continue to increase 
for years — thanks to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.

InTate June, the TPWD Inland 
Fisheries added nearly half a million 
2-inch fingerings to Lake Brownwood

— 465,971 to be exact. Of those, 
324,616 are blue catfish and 141,355 
are Florida largemouth bass.

“This is something we do if we see 
a need for supplemental stocking in 
the population,” said Michael Homer, 
a fisheries biologist with the TPWD 
Abilene District. “West Texas reser­
voirs have a lot of fluctuation in water 
level. When that happens with a lot 
of realty important habitat, you have 
a fish bowl effect. If that happens for 
too long, you have basically a whole 
lot of opportunities for the big fish 
to eat the little fish, and very poor re­
production. We typically see ^ s  with 

SEE L A K E  BROW NW OOD, 22

mailto:derrick.stuckly@brownwoodbulletin.com
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF BAYOU KAYAK RENTALS FACEBOOK PAGE
ABOVE: Bayou Kayak Rentals currently have 10 kayaks in their fleet as the business is currently getting off the ground. BELOW: The view from a trio of kayaks treking down 
the Pecan Bayou in Brownwood.

B Y  D ER R IC K  S TU C KLY
BROWNWOOD BULLETIN 
derrick.stuckly@ brownw oodbulletin.com

W
' itli the tem­
peratures ris­
ing, there’s a 
new option for 

cooling down in Brown­
wood and the surround­
ing area.

Phillipe Foix, a Brown­
wood foefighter and 
self-admitted “fan of the 
outdoors and outdoor 
recreation activity,” has 
created Bayou Kayak 
Rentals — which of- 
hcially opened for 
business July 4 during 
RiverFest.

“1 think it’s a great 
idea and surprised no 
one in Brownwood’s 
done it before, especial­
ly with a college here,” 
Foix said. “It seems like 
this area’s just been ask­
ing for this.”

Bayou Kayak Rentals 
is a start-up business

SEE KAYAKS, 21

mailto:derrick.stuckly@brownwoodbulletin.com
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Z E B R A  M U S S E 15:  A  N E W  N U I S A N C E
Small species causing huge raucoi0 

across Texas waters 3
B Y  C A L E B  M c C A IG
STEPHENVILLE EMPIRE-TRIBUNE 
cm cca ig @ e m p ire trib u n e .co m

The summer is prime time boat­
ing season, but while many 
are out enjoying the sun and 
the wake, owners and users of 
watercraft should be aware of a mon­

ster much bigger than any they may 
expect in their local waters.

A species that bears a small micro­
scopic larvae that has a striped shell 
and is more commonly known as the 
zebra mussel is notoriously becoming 
a nuisance in lake areas around the 
state of Texas. Originally from the Bal­
kans in Poland, the species has now 
firmly established itself here in the 
United States. Almost six years ago, 
the first zebra mussel was reported in 
Lake Texoma and since then the race 
to delay the spread has been in full 
force.

When you see a zebra mussel, the 
first thought may be, “what’s the big 
deal?”

According to the Texas Department 
of Parks and Wildlife, zebra mussels 
are an invasive species that multiply 
rapidly and cause a decline in native 
mussel and fish populations.

“Zebra mussels will cover the bot­
tom of boats, attach to buoys or even 
fill the insides of water intake sys­
tems,” said Erath County game war­
den Zachary Havens. “When they take 
over, they can ruin water systems in 
certain areas, sink buoys, cause injury 
to swimmers and totally destroy cer­
tain ecosystems.”

Another large consequence that’s 
possible through the presence of 
zebra mussels is the destruction of 
municipal and industrial water supply 
systems by colonizing the insides of 
pipelines and restricting the flow of 
water.

“When zebra mussels attach them­
selves into water intake systems, it 
can have huge economic effects,” Ha­
vens added. “They can totally destroy

how a certain area gets their water. 
They’re a dangerous species to have 
around.”

Of course with the infestation 
already complete in the United States, 
the only thing that can be done is to 
prevent the spread of the species.

The Texas Parks and WildUfe De­
partment has determined a three-step 
process in which all individuals who 
own watercraft should partake.

Since zebra mussels have the abil­
ity to survive out of water for sev­
eral days in hot weather and up to a 
month in colder weather, boat users 
should always clean, drain and dry 
their boats after using them.

The boat should be inspected, along 
with the trailer and gear and any 
zebra mussels should be removed, 
along with vegetation and debris. 
Draining the water, from the boat, 
along with the engine, live well and 
bait buckets is also recommended 
before leaving and eventually open­
ing all compartments and live weUs 
to dry.

“The reason for this process is 
because the zebra mussel larvae can 
be hard to spot,” said Havens. “You 
should clean your boat after each use 
if possible and if your boat has been 
in a lake known to have zebra mus­
sels, it is ideal to have it cleaned com­
mercially at a car wash or by using a 
high-pressure sprayer with hot and 
soapy water.”

If protecting the waters of Texas 
isn’t enough of a reason to check for 
zebra mussels, possibly a fine is.

Possession or the transportation 
of the species in Texas is a Class C 
misdemeanor for the first offense and 
is punishable with a fine up to $500.
A second offense is a Class B misde­
meanor which is punishable with a 
fine up to $2,000, a jail sentence of up 
to 180 days or both, hi addition, intro­
ducing the species into Texas public 
waters is also a Class B misdemeanor.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
An engine on a boat is covered in zebra mussel larvae from a lake in Texas.
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Are wild hogs getting smarter?

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LUKE CLAYTON, 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

The majority of wild hogs (above) are 
harvested at night. This Zeiss Duralyt 
rifle scope (right) and Hawg Lite are 
great tools for hunting hogs at night.

Central Texas Outdoors 7

B Y  L U K E  C L A Y T O N
OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CUWTON AND FRIENDS

I
’ve know for a long time that wild 
hogs are smart. I’ve learned this 
from firsthand experiences hunt­
ing and trapping them. Wildlife 

biologists that tell us swine rate very 
high on the intelligence scale when 
compared to dolphins and primates.
If you’ve hunted them much, you are 
aware of the fact that they are highly 
intelligent. You might have noticed 
they have become entirely nocturnal 
in recent years.

About 25 years ago when wild hogs 
began to become plentiful in Texas, 
it was common to see them up and 
moving during dayhght hours. Today, 
wild hogs are becoming almost en­
tirely nocturnal. Dr. Robert McFarlane, 
who owns the 7,500 acre Big Woods 
Hunting Ranch in Anderson County 
concurs.

“Our hunters annually harvest 
between 500-600 wild hogs each year 
on the Big Woods,” said McFarlane 
“Just a few years ago, we could go out 
just about any time during the day 
and shoot a hog. Now, 99 percent of 
the hogs taken here are shot at night. 
They’ve become almost entirely noc­
turnal.”

McFarlane could not be sure if, 
through the years, pigs were taught 
the ways of survival by their parents, 
one generation passing along survival 
traits to the next, resulting in a much 
more wary animal than we hunted a 
couple of decades ago.

“Hunting pressure has to play a role 
in this nocturnal trend. During sum­
mer months, when fewer people are 
in the woods, it does seem hogs move 
around a bit more during dayhght 
hours but not nearly as much as they 
used to,” added McFarlane.

It seems likely that this trait to move 
mostly at night might be passed along 
from older hogs to their young.

While it’s not impossible to see hogs 
during dayhght hours, night time has 
become prime time for hunting them.

Hunting at night requires special­
ized equipment, some of which hke 
night vision and thermal imaging 
night scopes and goggles come with 
a hefty price tag. While doing articles 
for magazines through the years, I’ve 
hunted with manufactures of this state 
of the art night vision but I’ve also 
learned that a fat bankroU is not neces-

SEE HOGS, 17
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Hawk Hill Sales
Your Hunting Supply Destination

One of the Largest Selections of Deer Blinds 
and Deer Feeders in Central Texas
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TPWD U K O M IN G  HUNTING SEASONS
I North Zone: Sept, 1 -Nov. 13&Dec. 1 7 -Jai. 1 
I Central Zone: Slept, 1 - Nov. 6 & Dec. 17 - Jan. 8 
I South Zone: SepL 23 - Nov. 13 & Dec. 17 - Jan.

Oct. 1 - Nov. 4

TURKEY
Rio Grande Turkey 

Fall Season
North zone: Nov. 5 - Jan. 1 
South zone: Nov. 5 - Jan. 15

Archery-Only
OcL 1 - Nov. 4

WHfTE-TAHH) DffR

Genera/Season
North zone: Nov. 5 - Jai. 1 
South zone: Nov. 5 - Jan. 15

Special Late Season
North zone: Jan. 2-15  
South zone: Jan. 16-29

Youth-Only Seasons
Early Season: Oct. 29-30  
Late Season: Jan. 2-15
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B Y  L U K E  G U Y T O N
OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CLAYTON AND FRIENDS

Regardless the occupation we 
choose, many of us often 
tend to get wrapped up in our 
work. As an outdoors writer 

with a quarter-century of hunts, 
fishing trips and many, many writ­
ten words chronicling these events, I 
sometime get ‘caught up’ in writing 
deadlines, shooting images to accom­
pany articles and planning my next 
outing. Add a weeldy hour-long radio 
show to the mix and it’s pretty easy 
to see how an outdoor occupation 
can become work. Very enjoyable 
work yes, but work just the same.

An outing to Richland Chambers 
Lake brought a lot of things into 
crystal clear focus for me. 1 recon­
nected with my long-time friend,

to connect
guide Bob Holmes. 1 began fishing 
with and writing about Bob when he 
began his fishing career in the mid to 
late ’90s.

Another great friend and frequent 
companion on bow hunting outings, 
Mark Balette, brought his girls along.

Three of my five grandsons were 
rigged and ready for the upcoming 
fishing trip. We all enjoyed a great 
dinner of fried fish, hush puppies 
and squash at Mark’s campsite at 
Oak Cove Marina. During the meal, 
we made plans for the morning fish­
ing trip.

Ifeving fished Richland Cham­
bers several times, Mark knows the 
general pattern of white bass on the 
lake pretty well but nothing beats the 
advantage of current advice from a

SEE CONNECT, 20

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUKE CLAYTON 
A big fish fry is a great way to begin any fishing trip, especially when the meal is cen­
tered around family and good friends.
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th# place for all your
outdoor and hunting

yeti coolers to 
aminunition.
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Technology in the outdoors
B Y  L U K E  C L A Y T O N
OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CLAYTON AND FRIENDS

A
S many of you that read this 
column know, I host a weekly 
hunting, fishing and outdoor 
show that airs on several 
stations and networks. 1 also write 

features for several outdoor publica­
tions.

As much as 1 hate to admit it, 1 have 
become extremely dependent upon 
my computer as a tool for making 
all this happen. 1 well remember a 
quarter-century ago writing my first 
pieces of outdoor journalism on a tab­
let with a lead pencil.

I’d pencil the column then hammer 
out the finished product on a type-, 
writer. There was obviously no speU 
check on the old machine which I’m 
positive caused my editors much ex­
tra work. But they, and 1, persevered 
and things finally got better when 
we all graduated to state of the art 
computers.

As recently as six years ago, 1 drove 
100 mdles each week to a little radio 
studio to record my show. Dan Foster, 
who had a long and illustrious career 
in radio and who was once Bill Mack’s 
news man, was my mentor and the 
one that flipped the switches and 
made the show happen. All 1 had to 
do was talk.

My part was easy, 1 knew about 
hunting and fishiog and doing the 
shows became second nature to me. 
The only down side to this gig was 
the long drive through Dallas traffic 
getting to the studio!

And then, 1 learned about such 
things as recording programs from 
my computer, FTP sites and fast 
internet. Now 1 never have to leave my 
desk to record the shows. Bill Dance, 
Larry Weishuhn and all the guests 
that join me each week are no farther 
away than my telephone and their 
voices are digitally recorded via my 
trusty computer.

When you hear us on the radio, 
through what to me still seems like 
black magic, we sound just like we are 
right there in the room with you, talk­
ing about recent outdoor outings or 
new products in the outdoors.

Over the weekend, what the gurus

refer to as the ‘motherboard’ of my 
computer crashed.

Thanks to some very expert and 
prompt work by my computer tech­
nician, I am back to work on my 
upgraded computer with thoughts 
tumbling around in my mind that 
prompted this column.

At my stage of life, 1 like to think 
that the word ‘stress’ is no longer 
in my vocabulary but when one has 
famous guys hke Dance and Wei­
shuhn waiting to record and editors 
‘chompin at the bit’ for this week’s 
column, 1 must admit that 1 was 
beginning to feel just a bit of pres­
sure! This brief but intense period of 
computer issues caused me to pause 
and ponder upon just how dependent 
most of us have become on modem 
day technology, even in the tools 
we use when pursuing out outdoor 
sports.

1 recently did an article on night 
hunting for wild hogs, highlighting 
a piece of equipment called the Nite 
Site. The Nite Site consists of a little 
‘computer’ type screen that mounts 
on top of one’s rifle scope. Another 
device is fitted over the eye piece of 
the scope and the image on the screen 
is exactiy what one sees when looking 
through the scope.

Aiming is accomplished by placing 
the image of the crosshairs (shown 
on the screen on TOP of the scope) on 
the target. 1 recently killed a crop-in­
vading wild hog on a dark, moonless 
night using the awesome technology 
of the Nite Site.

littie lights that fit inside the nock 
on my arrows light up like mini sky 
rockets when fired from my com­
pound bow. I’ve found these ‘lighted 
nocks’ to be extremely useful in 
tracking game shot during the last 
few minutes of legal shooting light. 
The technology used to manufacture 
these little lights was unheard of just 
a couple of decades ago.

Technology in the outdoors is not 
limited to hunting products. For the 
past few years. I’ve used a very power­
ful little dectric boat engine known as 
a Torqeedo. The dectric engine easily 
powers small boats for miles with one 
charge of the state of the art battery.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUKE CU\YTON
Today’s technology carries over to the outdoors. Here Mark Balette (left) uses a 
Nite Site mounted on his rifle to shoot a hog in near pitch darkness. Randy Douglas 
watches the action using his Nite Site Spotter.

I’ve been reading about a new boat 
engine that is powered by bottled pro­
pane. One of the one-pound propane 
canisters is screwed into a fitting on 
the motor and the need for mixing oil * 
and gas becomes a thing of the past!

Ken Blackstock, who owns Plano 
Golf Carts, uses a spedal controller 
and dectric motor to power his rug­
ged off road dectric vehides.

The advanced dectiical/gearing 
system actually causes the vehide to 
come to a stop on steep downward 
slopes when one’s foot is removed 
from the accderator. These units have 
proved their merit for me on our high 
country Colorado elk and bear hunts.

1 used to have to ‘ride’ the brakes 
when coming down the slopes, often 
with an dectric buggy loaded with 
hunters. Now, 1 simply remove my 
foot from the petal and the buggy 
instantly begins to slow and then, 
stop. Here technology is not only 
very handy but also has the potential 
to save one’s fife, espedally when 
negotiating the steep mountain roads 
after one of those sudden and violent 
mountain thunderstorms.

And how about GPS? I spent the 
majority of my outdoor life depend­
ing upon a compass and dead reckon­

ing. Today, one of many inexpensive 
handhdd GPS units will plot one’s 
exact position anywhere on the globe. 
With mapping software installed, they 
will plot every feature of the land and 
even give a 3D view.

I’ve had old timers joke that today’s 
sonar makes catching fish almost 
child’s play and 1 must admit that side 
imaging sonar coupled with onboard 
GPS does make finding fish attract­
ing structures and fish much easier 
than back in the day of the old flasher 
units and before when a rope with a 
piece of lead tied on the end served as 
a depth indicator.

Finding fish is one thing, catching 
them is an entirely different proposi­
tion. Good fishermen that learn to 
use this modem side imaging sonar 
definitely have the odds stacked in 
their favor!

Well, 1 better wrap up this column 
that was spawned by my computer 
malfunction. Gotta go check the 
Bill Dance Fishing app on my smart 
phone before heading out to catch a 
mess of catfish!

Listen to “Outdoors with Luke Clayton 
and Friends” on radio stations from Ne­
braska to Texas on weekends or anytime 
online at www.catfishradio.com.

http://www.catfishradio.com
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FISH
HUNT

Our community invites yoi 
time with us enjoying ah oui 
opportunities, fishingan one 
lakes, or just dining in a locj 
or shopping in one of our m 
businesses. We are exdted i 
events that are coming up ir 
weekly Farmer’s Market begi 
PRGA Rodeo June 9,10 & 11 
other special events plaimec 

Be sure and bring your far 
our small town charmf We £ 
drive from Brownwood, San 
Abilene. For more in fc ^ a ti  
happening in Coleman you c 
Chamber of Commerce at 3t 
visit www.colemantexas.org.

EV^EMITSCM
Coleman Jr. Rodeo -  August 5 -6
Coleman Rodeo Grounds
Sponsored by the Coleman Jr. Rodeo Association

Hunter's Extravaganza -  August 5 ,6 , and 7
Ft. Worth

Piickty Pear Wine & Food Fes 
October 22
The Prickly Pear Style Show is O 
Downtown Coleman 
Sponsored by Rancho Ceht%  Li

W ildlife Dove Fest -  September 3
Bill Franklin Center
Sponsored by the Wildlife Committee

Prickly Pear Wine & Food Fei 
October 22
Downtown Coleman 
Sponsored by Rancho O e ti^  Li

Resta de la Paloma - October 1
Sponsored by the Coleman County 
Cham ber o f Commerce

Round Up Tor Rehab - Octobi
Coleman Livestock Auction Barn 
Sponsored West Texas Rehab in

Mult! Class Reunion - O c to b i t5
Bill Franklin Center 
Sponsored by the Class o f 66

Trunk or Treat October 31
Downtown Coleman 
Sponsored by Coleman Business R

Garden Club Convention -  October
Methodist Church
Sponsored by Coleman Garden Club

Hunter's BBQ - November 4
Bill Franklin Center 
Sponsored by the - Wildlife Com

Prickly Pear Style Show -  October 21
Heritage Hall
Sponsored by the Circle C Cattlewom en

Veteran's Day ueieoration -
Bill Franklin Center 
Sponsored by the Men's Downtown

http://www.colemantexas.org
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Phone Orders W elcom e 
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Old baits still catch fish
B Y  L U K E  C L A Y T O N
OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CU\YTON AND FRIENDS

You might say I trained as an ap­
prentice fishing guide as a kid. My 
mother was an avid bass angler but 
back in the ’50s and early ’60s, her 
fishing tackle was limited. She fished 
with a steel rod and level wind reel.

Her only lure was a battered old 
Baby Lucky 13 plug. If my memory 
serves me correctly, it was red and 
white. I was a regular tag-along on 
these bass outings, I was usually 
dunking live minnows under a floater 
for largemouth and crappie. When 
Mom’s lure wound up iu the limbs 
of a willow or snagged on a stump, 1 
was her on-board retriever. She was 
a pretty good caster but even in the 
best of hands, those old level wind 
reels were hard to cast accurately. I 
spent a good amount of time retriev­
ing the lure and... placing her bass 
on a stringer! Through the years, she 
caught a ton of bass on that old lure 
and Dad regularly sharpened and 
replaced the hooks.

1 had the opportunity to head down 
to Trinity County to spend a couple 
days hunting, bass fishing and pho­
tographing wild hogs with my buddy 
Mark Balette. Mark offers himts for 
hogs and exotics on his ranch and 
fishing for trophy bass on a 20-acre 
lake situated back in the woods.

Mark and 1 usually engage in a good 
natured fishing ‘contest.’ We do keep 
track of who catches the most bass 
and the winner enjoys bragging rights 
around the evening campfire.

We arrived at the lake just after sun 
up, screwed the electric motor on the 
transom of his aluminum boat, and 
headed across the lake to a stump 
field that was situated a few yards 
from the deep creek channel that 
feeds the lake. The setting called for 
top water fishing. 1 watched a heron 
take wing from the shoreline, there 
was obviously baitfish up shallow; the 
bass should be receptive.

“Let’s tie on some top waters and 
see what happens,” Mark suggested.

As an outdoors writer, 1 am kept 
pretty well supplied with the newest 
innovations in fishing lures and as 1 
removed a brand new ‘sure fire’ top

water plug from its container, Mark 
grabbed a vintage old plug from the 
bottom of his tackle box.

“Think I can outfish you with this 
old antique?” Mark asked.

It was a Baby Lucky 13, red and 
white, just like my mother used to 
use!

I replied with something like “No 
way, these modem day bass won’t 
ever go for that old antique. They 
want ‘cutting edge’ baits, like the one 
I’ve got tied on!”

My plug hit the water first. I let it set 
about 30 seconds then, began a ‘walk­
ing the dog’ retrieve.

About the time I was making my 
second cast, Mark’s plug hit the wa­
ter. One jerk of the rod and the lakes 
tranquil surface exploded! My buddy 
was hooked solidly to a chuiiky 
five-pounder. During the next couple 
hours, imtil the bright skies pushed 
the surface feeding bass into the veg­
etation, I watched the old plug catch 
three bass for every one I caught with 
my ‘state of the art’ lures.

Feeling a bit sorry for me, I guess, 
Mark insisted I fish with his vintage 
lure. I was happy to learn it was the 
bait, not the fisherman’s presentation 
that the bass preferred. My mom’s 
favorite old lure worked just as well 
last week as it did a half-century ago 
on the farm ponds where we fished.

Lake Fork guide Larry Large concurs 
that old lures still catch bass.

“Many plugs such as the Jitterbug 
and Hula Popper are in production 
today. The old baits stiU catch fish. 
Most modern-day bass anglers stick 
with the more highly publicized and 
advertised ‘modem’ lures. It could be 
that today’s bass are attracted to the 
old baits simply because they haven’t 
gotten accustomed to them,” said 
Large.

Large uses a wide variety of baits to 
keep his clients in the action but says 
he still prefers the old Devil’s Horse, 
manufactured by Smithwick Lures.

“I’ve fished with the Devil’s Horse 
since I was a kid, said Large. “You 
never see anyone fishing with them 
here on Fork but they are absolutely 
deadly when bass are on a top water 
bite.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUKE CLAYTON 
A new generation of fishermen are learning that the old, tried and 
proven baits still catch bass.
The Jitterbug is another old but 

productive top water plug that I am 
pretty sure is stiU in production.

With a concave cup or bill in the 
front, the Jitterbug creates quiet a 
mckus when retrieved. When pulled 
through the water at a fast clip, 
the bait stands up in the front and 
wiggles from side to side. I no longer 
have any of my older Jitterbugs but 
plan to order a few for my next bass 
trip. I remember well how hard a 
surface feeding bass hammers these 
noisy little plugs.

If you are a newcomer to bass fish­
ing (when you’ve fished as long as I, a 
newcomer is someone that has taken 
up the sport in the past 20 years), 
give these old lures a chance to prove 
themselves. Chances are pretty good 
they win work as well for you as 
they did for my mom 50 years ago. 
My buddy’s Lucky 13 did a great job 
making this point crystal clear!

Listen to “Outdoors with Luke Clayton 
and Friends” on radio stations from Ne­
braska to Texas on weekends or anytime 
online at www.catfishradio.com.

http://www.catfishradio.com
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sarily a prerequisite to 
a successful night hunt 
for hogs.

I hunt with a bow or ri­
fle mounted light called 
the Hawg Lite (www. 
hawghte.com) that is 
highly effective in illumi­
nated porkers at night. 
Hogs are not spooked 
by the hght emitted by 
the red or green lens 
on the hght. The hghts 
are very strong and it’s 
possible to spot hogs 
as far out as 150 yards 
but most that I’ve shot 
at night have been much 
closer.

I’ve foimd these hghts 
to be highly effective 
when stalking hogs at 
night or shooting them 
over bait.

Around permanent 
feeders and stands,
I’ve used a unit cahed 
the Feed light (www. 
ultramaticfeeders.com) 
which mounts to a 
nearby tree or post and 
comes on automaticahy 
when the sun sets.

The LED hghts can be 
directed to shine di­
rectly under the feeder 
to iUuminate hogs when 
they begin feeding. With 
the use of the bow/rifle 
mounted hght system, 
hogs on the periphery of 
the ihuminated area can 
be spotted and shot.

ActuaUy seeing the 
hog at night solves only 
half the problem. It’s 
necessary to get the 
porker in the crosshairs 
of the rifle scope or to 
put the appropriate 
sight pin on the hog in 
order to shoot.

“Sighting” the hog at 
night also requires some 
spedahzed equipment.

A sight mounted hght 
that iUuminates the fiber 
optic sight pins on the 
bow solves the problem
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Luke Clayton
when bow hunting.

When rifle hunting, 
actuaUy putting the 
scope’s crosshairs on 
the hog can be more 
chahenging.

1 recently mounted a 
new Zeiss Duralyt scope 
on my .270 and foimd it 
to be the most practical 
and effective method of 
‘aiming’ a rifle at night 
that I’ve found.

The scope has a red 
dot in the center of the 
crosshairs that can be 
adjusted from very faint 
to very bright, depend­
ing upon the amount 
of ambient light. This 
scope, coupled with the 
red or green lens on the 
Hawg light, makes see­
ing, sighting and shoot­
ing a porker at night a 
relatively easy task.

I’ve come to enjoy 
hunting hogs at night. 
It’s exciting to listen to 
the sounds in the night 
woods. I’ve had packs of

coyotes startle me when 
they opened up with 
their nighttime serenade 
a scant few yards from 
where 1 was hunting.
1 once had a big male 
bobcat walk by under 
the lights 10 yards from 
my ground blind. The 
sound of migrating 
geese overhead on a 
cool winter’s night is the 
essence of everything 
wild.

It’s important to be 
prepared to take care 
of the meat when night 
hunting. I pick out a tree 
to hang the hog and if 
the weather is cool, field 
dress the animal and 
hang him overnight. It’s 
much easier to come 
back and do the butch­
ering the next morning.

Listen to “Outdoors with 
Luke Clayton and Friends” 
on radio stations from 
Nebraska to Texas on week­
ends or anytime online at 
www.catfishradio.com.
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THE BEST CATFISH BAIT
B Y  L U K E  C L A Y T O N
OUTDOORS WITH LUKE CLAYTON AND FRIENDS

What’s the best catfish b^t? 
This is a question that 

newcomers to the sport of 
catfishing ask every time 

they venture forth in hopes of catch­
ing the makings of a big fish fry!,

I’ve been catching catfish for a long, 
LONG time. My dad was a major trot 
liner and we did a lot of fishing when 
I was growing up in rural Red River 
County. Back then, we used what was 
readily available. Our farm pond was 
overrun with small sunfish, thus fresh 
(lit bait was our favorite. We targeted 
mosdy channel catfish back then, and 
the cut bait always produced well.

I remember one time, we headed 
out on a hurried catfish outing and 
didn’t have time to catch bait. My dad 
stopped by one of the country stores 
and purchased several bars of white, 
unscented PG soap. We cut the soap 
into small squares, baited our trot­
line and proceeded to catch a burlap 
bag (that’s what we used back then 
to store our catch) full of ‘eater’ size 
catfish ranging from 1.5 to 3 pounds.

Other times, we rounded up a coffee 
can full of live night crawlers, and 
they also worked well!

In truth, channel catfish can be 
caught on a wide variety of baits; ev­
erything from live crickets to soap will 
trigger strikes. A couple of decades 
ago, I began fishing for channel catfish 
with ‘Punch’ bait, a concoction of 
cheese, ground up baitfish, and fiber 
such as cattails to keep the bait on the 
hook and, who knows what else!

Today, there is a host of punch 
baits, so named because treble hooks 
are punched into the bait container 
with a stick or screwdriver with a 
notched blade. ‘Dip baits’ are also 
very effective. These baits are used in 
conjunction with a soft plastic, usually 
ribbed, plastic keeper with a built in 
treble hook that is dipped into the 
bait or a very soft plastic bell with 
holes or slots into which the bait is 
squeezed via a tube.

All these baits have one thing in 
common; they all disperse scent 
quickly into the water.

Catfish have one of the most highly 
developed olfactory systems of all

Light tackle is very effective in catching channel catfish when they are in the shallows.

fish. Studies have proven that they 
can detect scent, especially blood and 
pungent scents from a great distance.

Baiting areas with soured grain is 
a very effective method of attracting 
catfish, especially channel cats during 
summer months when the water is 
warm and scent disperses quickly.

But, according to catfish guide Larry 
Thomas at Lake Tawakoni, chumming 
is not always necessary, especially 
this time of year when channel catfish 
have moved into the shallows to 
spawn.

“During the spawn, catfish naturally 
congregate in large schools,” Thomas 
said. “Right now it’s easy to locate 
them if you look in the right places. 
Secluded coves with plenty of newly 
flooded shoreline weeds and brush 
are prime spots for locating channel 
cats right now.

“Catfish are cavity spawners and 
soon they will be packing into the 
rock rip rap around bridges and road­
ways.”

Blue catfish can also be landed on a 
wide variety of baits but most serious 
catters will attest to the fact that noth­
ing beats fresh, bloody, oily shad — 
either fished whole or as cut bait.

Lake Lavon guide Billy Kilpatrick 
lives on the shores of Lake Lavon near 
Farmersville. He says bank fishing 
has been awesome for both blue and 
channel during the first couple hours 
of daylight.

“This type fishing is both simple and 
productive,” Kilpatrick said. “A few 
throws of a cast net at first light will 
fill your bucket with shad. We’re using 
dead shad fished on bottom to catch 
lots of catfish now, fishing the north 
east shoreline that his exposed to a 
steady south wind.”

Flathead catfish are a bit differ­
ent and, for most people, tougher to 
catch. Flatheads prefer live bait and 
many are caught on trotlines or jug 
lines set in areas with standing timber.

Live perch 2 to 4 inches long stay

PHOTO COURTESY OF LUKE CLAYTON

flatheads. While most are landed on 
set lines, rod and reel anglers that 
are wBltng to be patient and fish live 
bait around submerged river or creek 
bends with heavy wood structure also 
catch their share of flatheads.

Catfish and the sport of catfishing 
has gained popularity in the last few 
years. Anglers are learning that catfish 
are not only excellent table fare but 
they are also hard fighters. Tourna­
ment trails such as Cabela’s King 
Kat Trail and originations such as 
the United States Catfish Association 
www.catfishl.com have done much to 
grow the sport.

When we get down to the facts, what 
more could a fisherman wish for than 
a species that is abundant, challeng­
ing to fish for and, great eating when 
dusted with com meal and exposed to 
hot cooking oil!

Listen to “Outdoors with Luke Clayton 
and Friends” on radio stations from Ne­
braska to Texas on weekends or anytime

http://www.catfishl.com
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C O N N EC T
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top guide like Holmes.
“I know an area that is sheltered 

from the wind that is holding tons of 
white bass,” said Holmes. “We’ve been 
getting LQto lots of top water school­
ing action during the first couple, 
hours of daylight and sometimes 
throughout the day when there is 
cloud cover.”

Holmes added that the fish were 
schooling around standing timber and 
it was common for them to work the 
outside edge of the tree lines. On days 
with less wind, the series of isolated 
humps down by the dam have been 
paying big dividends.

After a good night’s sleep, we were 
greeted by a jovial Holmes at the 
dock. My grandsons can handle bait 
caster reels pretty well, especially 
when vertic^ Jigging, but I was happy 
to see the big Zebco 808’s in Bob’s rod 
rack.

“I think the boys will do more catch­
ing and less time fiddling with their 
reels with these fool proof spin-cast­
ers,” Holmes said.

Bob favors silver or white slabs dur­
ing the summer months and the rods 
were already rigged with one-ounce 
elongated lead baits.

“In the fall and winter, I usually 
switch to chartreuse colored baits,” 
Holmes said.

The fish seem to prefer a flatter slab 
when the water cools down. Right 
now, though, these long slabs have 
been the ticket to some red hot ac­
tion!”

As we headed out from the dock 
and slowly motored into an area of 
scattered standing trees. Holmes used 
his binoculars to study the waters 
ahead.

“See that big heron sitting on that 
stump?” Holmes asked. “There are 
several cattle egrets around him. It’s a 
good bet these birds have their eye on 
breakfast. Let’s use the trolling motor 
and quietly ease into the area.”

I looked back and Mark with his 
crew were likewise slowly moving into 
the hot spot. Stealth is the name of 
the game when approaching top water 
feeding fish.

Even greedily feeding white bass will 
sound when approached too quickly 
with a boat with a big outboard run­
ning at high speed.

Within a couple of minutes, the
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PHOTO COURTESY OF LUKE CLAYTON
Guide Bob Holmes with three of Luke’s five grandsons enjoying a great morning of catching at Richland Chambers.

heron left its perch on the log, flew 50 
yards into a little opening in the trees, 
hovered an instant over the water’s 
surface, and gently scooped up a 
small shad, one that was obviously in­
jured by a pack of hungry white bass 
below! From nowhere, about 10 egrets 
joined the heron and the water began 
to froth as the whites pushed shad to 
the surface.

“Make long casts, boys and hold 
your rod tip high. Shake the rod when 
the slab hits the surface. This will 
make the lure dart around near the 
surface, mimicking a wounded shad,” 
said Holmes, who had no more than 
uttered his instructions when a couple 
of the boy’s rods bent heavily toward 
the surface.

“Fish on! No TWO fish on!”
About that time the younger grand­

son’s rod tip began to dance. THREE 
white bass on at once and up in front 
of the boat. Holmes was also hooked 
fast to a hard fighting white bass! 
Mark and the girls were on their own 
school of fish.

I’ve had many people ask me my 
favorite freshwater fish to catch. It’s a 
tough question. I love to catch every­
thing from bream to catfish but the

open water schooling species such as 
white bass, hybrid stripers and strip­
ers are at the top of my list. They are 
relatively easy to catch, once you find 
them, and all make excellent table 
fare.

Just as predicted, this top water 
feeding frenzy held up a couple of 
hours and then, the fish went deeper 
around isolated bits of bottom struc­
ture.

“Now, boys, this is when fishing 
gets really easy,” said Holmes as he 
marked a big school of whites on his 
side imaging sonar. “Just drop your 
baits vertically down to bottom and 
pop them up a couple of feet. Make 
sure and keep the slack out of your 
line when the bait is falling.”

We rounded out our morning fish­
ing from a single huge school that was 
staged out from the timber on a slight 
change in bottom elevation.

Our friend Mark and his daughters 
headed out to open water to do a httle 
knee boarding before heading back 
to camp. As Holmes and I cleaned the 
morning catch, I took time out to do a 
little photography.

“Luke do you remember that pic­
ture you took of the boys years ago

right here, pointing to a spot near 
this camp site?” Holmes said. “That 
was at least five years ago, maybe six. 
The boys had their shirts off and they 
were just little tykes.”

I did remember.
Now the boys were much bigger. 

“Gramps” ordered them to remove 
their shirts, just as they’d done years 
ago and I put them through a grueling 
photo shoot! The results accompany 
this article.

This trip was a special one for me 
for several reasons. I’d had the op­
portunity to spend some quality time 
with a couple of my dear Mends and 
unhook countless white bass for three 
of my grandsons that had the time of 
their lives!

I left this trip with a new outlook on 
my career as an outdoors writer and 
radio show host. Yes, in a sense, I am 
‘at work’ when hunting and fishing 
but it’s the great times with the won­
derful people I am blessed to know 
that really make it seem like play!

Listen to “Outdoors with Luke Clayton 
and Friends” on radio stations from Ne­
braska to Texas on weekends or anytime 
online at www.catfishradio.com.

http://www.catfishradio.com
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF BAYOU KAYAK RENTALS FACEBOOK PAGE
ABOVE: Bayou Kayak Rentals’s first day of business was July 4 during RiverFest at Riverside Park. BELOW: Fishing is another outdoor activity that can be enjoyed while 
kayaking.

KAYAKS
CONTINUED FROM 4

in the truest sense of the phrase, with a Facebook 
page of the same exact name and a phone num­
ber — (325) 642-4951 — as the current means of 
operation.

“WeVe only operated one full-time day and that 
was at RiverFest,” Foix said. “That was our foot in 
the door, trying to get everyone interested and put 
ourselves out there. We had some people sign a 
makeshift petition who were interested in seeing 
us operate on more of a full-time basis.”

Those interested in kayaking the Pecan Bayou 
through Riverside Park can contact Foix via the 
aforementioned phone number or through the 
Bayou Kayak Rentals Facebook page to set up a 
reservation. Kayak rentals are for a minimum of 
two hours and the cost is $20. There is a list of 
rules that m ust be adhere to and a waiver form to 
sign for liability purposes, Foix said.

“From the boat ramp at Riverside Park going 
down to the dam by Humphrey Pete’s is .7 miles, 
which takes about two hours to get there and 
back,” Foix said. “There’s another dam 1.3 miles up 
river and that takes better than three hours to go 
to and back.”

At the moment, Foix possesses 10 kayaks — a 
number he hopes to see grow as the business 
flourishes.

“I’d like to really expand next year to 20, depend­
ing on how things go, and then depending on 
demand decide where we go from there,” Foix said.

Foix accepts the fact that the kayak business is 
not booming in the Brownwood area at the mo­
ment, but is hopeful that will begin to change 
through word of mouth.

“1 know a kayak rental business isn’t a very 
profitable business, it’s not going to make anybody

rich, but I’d like to see it in this community,” Foix 
said. “Hopefully, eventually, the ultimate goal is 
to operate summer weekends. We’d be open 17 
weekends from May 30 to Aug. 30. If that looks 
good and promising, maybe people will be inter­
ested in the offseason, fall or spring weekends. 
With the population of Brownwood I’m not sure 
there’s enough to sustain an overhead to be open 
weekdays, but definitely weekends, Saturdays and 
Sundays, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.”

Foix stated he envisioned working on his days 
off from the Brownwood Fire Department, as well 
as his second job in construction, and would likely 
bring on fellow firefighters if the business takes 
off.

“Once there’s a bigger demand, we could hire on

more employees which could be off duty firefight­
ers,” Foix said. “That’s an advantage because of 
their CPR, EMT and fire rescue certification.”

Foix would like to operate the kayak business out 
of Riverside Park, however, “there are rules against 
conducting business on the property,” he said, 
adding he hopes to have discussions with the city 
regarding the matter.

“1 want to focus on the Riverside Park area be­
cause 1 think it would be most successful there,” 
Foix said. “It’s right in the middle of town and 
has all the amenities we need from grills to picnic 
tables to rest rooms and a play ground. If people 
come they’ll have additional activities. This would 
be just another option^ another thing for people to 
do in town.”
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE PHOTO  
Of the 465,971 fish added to Lake Brownwood, 141,355 are Florida largemouth bass, 
which is pictured above.

LAK E BROWNWOOD
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largemouth bass populations as well 
as sunfish and in some cases even 
catfish. If catfish can’t get access to 
the cavities to allow for them to able 
to spawn and protect their yoimg, 
just like anything else their babies will 
be eaten up just like the largemouth 
babies will get eaten up.

“In situations like this year where 
we got a whole bunch of water, 
even though we may have had some 
individuals that were adult size and 
able to reproduce, we would still see 
a pretty big deficient number. That’s 
where our hatcheries and stocking 
plants come into play — giving those 
fisheries a boost. We put in what we 
consider a year class that may even­
tually recruit to the population that 
will eventually be the ones that will 
reproduce in the future. That’s the 
intention of these stockings.’’

There isn’t a set time table for the 
stocking of a lake, and making that 
goal a reality is often difficult.

“A lot of things come into play 
when determining whether a lake gets

stocked,” Homer said. “Do we want 
to stock? Is the population doing well 
on its own? Not to mention hatchery 
reproduction and demand.

“In our state, we have so many res­
ervoirs and only five active hatcheries. 
We generally don’t go and purchase a 
lot of fish from out of state, we repro­
duce our own fish in state. We often 
have more demand than we have fish 
to accommodate. Each reservoir is set 
up on a priority list, so even though 
1 may put in a request for a stocking, 
it may not necessarily get filled each 
year.”

This summer, fishing is the No. 1 
activity at Lake Brownwood accord­
ing to State Park Superintendent John 
Holland.

“We’ve seen a lot of people out fish­
ing,” Holland said. “With the flooding, 
when the lake was actually up, it was 
slow because the water was murky. 
Once it cleared up it’s picked up. It’s 
getting better and it’s got nowhere 
else to go at this point. But it has 
slowed a little the last week or two 
because the temperatures of 100-plus 
in the afternoon are just getting to

SEE STOCKING, 23
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE PHOTO
TPWD fisheries biologist Michael Homer expects the new additions to Lake Brownwood to be of legally catchable season within three years.
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everybody.
“But weVe got a lot more cover, a 

lot more forage, so it’s going to get 
better than it is. The past few weeks, 
from the docks and along the shore­
line we’ve had a lot of people do real 
good. I’m  getting some good reports 
on folks catching blues, not from 
here in the park but up the Jim Ned 
Creek on the other side of the (Byrds) 
bridge they’re really doing good on 
them.”

In November 2014, the Lake Brown- 
wood water level dipped to an alarm­
ingly low 1,411.68 feet and water 
restrictions were in full force. After 
peaking at near 1,430 feet in May, the 
lake’s water level was resting at 1,424 
feet earlier this week.

“A couple of years ago we were

fielding mostly phone calls saying we 
heard the lake was closed and all the 
fish were dead and things like that,” 
Holland said. “Basically we heard 
there was not a real reason to come 
to Lake Brownwood because of the 
drought, but that’s pretty well over 
now.

“Now sometimes we get the op­
posite affect because it’s rained a 
lot, and we get a few phone calls 
about being flooded. As a whole, the 
rain’s been a real positive. A lot more 
people are coming out, attitudes are 
better, and business is picking up for 
everybody.”

The drought even forced the TPWD 
to take extreme measures, as an 
artificial fish habitat was created at 
the lake.

“We collaborated with the Brown 
County Water Improvement District 
last fall to do an artificial habitat

project where we basically put out ar­
tificial structures at various locations 
throughout the reservoir to help ag­
gregate fish as well as provide some 
refuge for fish during periods of low 
water level,” Homer said. “Hopefully 
those will start materializing and 
producing some good catches for 
people.”

While the heavy rainfall this spring 
has revitalized fishing at the lake, 
even better days are yet to come.

“Any time you catch water the lakes 
go crazy, especially in West Texas,” 
Homer said. “As far as what we’ve 
been seeing, baitfish production is 
doing real well. Now there’s a lot 
flooded terrestrial vegetation that’s 
providing crucial habitat. The fish­
ing reports haven’t been fantastic 
because the fisheries are trying to 
reestablish themselves. You’ve had a 
low water level for so long and those

big fish, and a reduced number of 
fish, now they have this area to go for 
dispersal, so trying to find those fish 
and catching them is very difficult.

“Now that we’ve been stocking, give 
it another year or two and catch rates 
should start doing really well once 
these fish have been able to recruit 
to the population and those adults 
produce classes of their own instead 
of just us stocking. Usually these fish 
we stock take about three years to 
gef to legally catchable size. ”

The only thing that could prevent 
Lake Brownwood from being loaded 
with fish in the coming years, ac­
cording to Homer, is another severe 
drought.

“As far as the outlook, fishing is 
going to be very good at Lake Brown­
wood provided Mother Nature coop­
erates and has that reservoir retain 
some water,” Homer said.



24 Central Texas Outdoors Sunday, July 31,2016

TIRE TRANS TEXAS TIRE
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