
As Reported by . . .
Stormie Meriwether,

U.C.O. Freshman

STORM REPORT

VOLUME 90, NUMBER 26                                      THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2023   

Merely Mustard

(Continued Page 3)

(Continued Page 2)

✯ NURSING & REHABILITATION
W h e e l e r

• Private Pay • Medicare  
• Medicaid  • Medicaid Pending  • Most HMOs
• Long term care, skilled nursing
• Care and All Therapy Services . 
• Private Insurance. 

Call 806-826-3505 for information
1000 South Kiowa St. Wheeler, Texas 79096
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2023 Mona Jennings Freeman 

Twelve graduates were 
awarded the Mona Jennings 
Freeman Memorial Scholar-
ship in the amount of $1,200 
each. Graduates were cho-
sen from these area schools: 
White Deer, Pampa, Borger, 
Highland Park, Canadian, 
Shamrock, and Wheeler. The 
2023 scholarship recipients 
include Trace Mitchell and

Benjamin Bryant from Ca-
nadian ISD, Braylee Lewis 
from Highland Park ISD, 
Breeley Harris and Katherine 
Woollard from Wheeler ISD, 
Taysen Swires and Kaydee 
Damron from White Deer 
ISD, Sydney Coole and Char-
lie Glass from Shamrock ISD, 
Huston Skinner and Hallie 
Hawthorne from Pampa ISD, 

and Kelby Peralez from Borg-
er ISD.

Over the past 5 years 62 
seniors have received a total 
of $88,000 in scholarships 
from the Mona Jennings 
Freeman Memorial Scholar-
ship fund. The scholarship is 
funded by generous contribu-

Mary Risner Littlejohn

Graveside July 18
For Mary Littlejohn

Mary Risner Littlejohn of 
Wheeler, TX passed away on 
Friday, July 14, 2023 at her 
home in Wheeler at the age 
of 73 years, 5 months and 
14 days.  Graveside services 
were at 10:00 AM on Tues-
day, July 18, 2023 in Wheeler 
Cemetery with Mary’s neph-
ew, Pastor Steve Belote, of-
ficiating.  Viewing was from 
9:00 AM until 4:00 PM on 
Monday at the funeral home.

Arrangements were by 
Robertson Funeral Directors 
of Wheeler.

Mary was born on Janu-
ary 31, 1950 in Wheeler, TX 
to J.B. and Minnie (Gibbins) 
Jackson.  She was a lifelong 
resident of Wheeler and at-
tended the Reydon Commu-
nity Church.  Mary worked as 

tions as well as participants in 
the annual benefit golf tour-
nament. The next Mona Jen-
nings Memorial Scholarship 
golf tournament will be held 
August 12, 2023, at Pampa 
Country Club. Contact Pam-

The time experiment con-
tinues. I have been saying 
that I have quit keeping up 
with time, but that isn’t as true 
as I’d hoped, and in a gen-
eral sense, it isn’t true at all. 
I still track the time, but it is 
a much more fluid and inex-
act sort of measurement. The 

amount, angle, and intensity 
of daylight have been the way 
in which time and seasons 
were tracked. Even when our 
ancestors groped for an un-
derstanding of the universe’s 
realities, they perceived this, 
as attested by the sundial and 
the obelisk.

Additionally, I have had 
to tune in to my own bio-
markers to get a sense of 
what point in the day it was. 
The circadian mandate on 
humans (and much of the 
natural world) is so impres-
sive, yet we spend so much 

Death Notice For
Kim L. Parker, 66

Kim L. Parker, longtime 
resident of Wheeler, TX 
and beloved employee of 
Parkview Hospital, passed 
away on Sunday, July 9, 
2023 in Wheeler at the age of 
66 years, five months and 10 
days.  In her honor, the fam-
ily wish to invite her friends 
and co-workers to join them 
between 10:00 AM and 12:00 
PM on Saturday, July 29, 
2023 in the fellowship hall 
of Cornerstone Church in 
Wheeler for a special time of 
remembrance. fellowship and 
sharing memories of Kim.  Er-
ron Mercer will be officiating.

Cremation and Arrange-
ments are by Robertson Fu-
neral Directors of Wheeler.

Please sign our online 
guestbook at RobertsonFu-
neral.com.

Kim L. Parker

Memorial Scholarship RecipientsRIBBON CUTTING:  The ribbon cutting for The Coate Rack was Saturday, July 4, 2023. The 
business, located at 100 W. Texas Street in Wheeler has an assortment of clothing, toys, gar-
den shoes, diaper cakes, etc. Brian and Joleen Coate and Laney Rowton invite you in to shop: 
Tuesday thru Friday—10-6 and Saturday—10-1.

Carol LaRue Flanagan Pierce

May 31 Death Of
Carol LaRue Pierce

LaRue was born to Henry 
L. and Edith Flanagan at their 
home in Mobeetie, Texas on 
December 16, 1928. She 
went to be with her Lord and 
Savior May 31, 2023. LaRue 
graduated valedictorian of the 
class of 1946 from Mobeetie 
High School. During her life 

RIBBON CUTTING: Lynn and Sonya Rector recently opened 
Guns ‘N Glitter at 112 W. Oklahoma Ave. They offer guns, 
ammo, clothes, jewelry and personalized gifts. The ribbon 
cutting was June 30.

she survived the Dust Bowl, 
Great Depression and World 
War II. Graduating from 
the Texas Christian Univer-
sity college of nursing, she 
served as a Registered Nurse 
for many years. She finished 
her career with 13 years at 
the Veteran’s Affairs Hospi-
tal of Amarillo.  LaRue trav-
elled with her husband Ken-
neth during his hitch in the 
Air Force, including time in 
San Antonio and Amarillo Air 
Force Base. After the Ama-
rillo base closed, they settled 

(Continued Page 3)
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We received a shower over 
the weekend and produced 
0.14” more moisture.

— cwe —
All of this rain has certainly 

Dearest Friends, My mom 
has been friends with Paul 
Range since they were in 
kindergarten. Paul was in 
Special Forces in Vietnam 
and Laos. He was a Green 
Beret. He did so many things 
it should be written in a book 
and made into a movie. On 
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Linda Laycock
Broker, ABR,

GREEN, SRES. E-PRO
806.662.1312

— Let us list your Real Estate —
Larry Hadley

Assoc.
806.662.2779

Tisha Calhoun
Assoc.

806.440.4153

Pampa MLS  www.panhandleplainsrealty.com  Amarillo MLS

 Linda Laycock
Broker, ABR,

GREEN, SRES. E-PRO

806.662.1312

Sunday Nite Live
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . from Wheeler
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

News, Views & Commentary
KPDR-FM, 90.3

WHEELER, TEXAS
Weekdays: 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.

  Listen To . . .

KPDR-FM, 90.3
WHEELER, TEXAS

General Labor Contractor, LLC
580-878-1085

Christopher & Cheri Chapa—Owner/Operators
American Veteran Owned

Lawn Care/Minor House Repairs

Now Serving Wheeler, Allison and Surrounding Areas

WHEELER COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

Exciting Times
at Wheeler

Public Library
By:  Vicki Ferguson,

Librarian

These kids were so awe-
some!  We had a class on the 
Centipede and what they do 
and why they do it!  

We only have 5 more class-
es and July 18th we will study 
Dragonflies what they eat and 
their overall purpose.  August 
15th will be the last class for 
our Summer Reading

Program and I really think 
we have learned that books 
really do teach us a lot about 

the insect world around us 
and they are to be respected 
and have a purpose for being 
here!

Thank you so much to all 
the Grand Parents and Par-
ents that bring them they real-
ly are our support group and 
help with the activities!  Look 
closely at the picture and you 
will see a Centipede or two on 
a head or shoulder.

Vicki Ferguson/Librarian

Wheeler County
COURT RECORDS

a secretary for a physician in 
Amarillo and later for Wright 
Funeral Directors in Wheeler 
before retiring.  She married 
L.W. Littlejohn on April 11, 
2008 in Amarillo.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; and her first 
husband, Bobby Dean Risner 
in 1999.

Survivors include her 
husband, L.W. Littlejohn of 
Wheeler, TX; and her brother, 
Malcolm Belote of Wheeler, 
TX.

Please sign our online 
guesbook at RobertsonFu-
neral.com.

Littlejohn (from Page 1) 

List of instruments filed in the 
Wheeler County Clerk’s office 
from July 10, 2023 to July 14, 
2023.
JULY 10, 2023
EXT. DT-Nathan Joe Hefley, et 
al to First United Bank, 4-6-23, 
See Instrument.
TRUSTEE QCMD-John V 
Hanney Trust to Michael W. 
Waschka, et al, 5-24-23, All 
Interest in S/2 of Sec. 48, 
Blk. 24, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.
CONT. UCC DT-Hardcastle 
Farms, et al to Diversified Fi-

nancial Services LLC, -- -- --, 
W/2 NW/4 of Sec. 56, Blk. A-8, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
CONT. UCC DT-Hardcastle 
Farms, et al to Diversified 
Financial Services LLC, -- -- 
--, NW/4 of Sec. 51, Blk. A-8, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
JULY 11, 2023
ASSIGN./BILL of  SALE/
CONVEY.-Texas Crude En-
ergy LLC to Peachtree OG 
LLC, 5-25-23, See Instrument.
MD/ROY. DEED-Joe B. Jen-
kins to Texas Resources Ac-
quisitions LLC, 6-23-23, All 
Interest in County.
DEED-Wayne L. Patterson, et 
ux to Marcelo Tellez Hererra, 
7-5-23, West 55’ of Lots 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 12, Blk. 9, Original 
Town, Shamrock.
REVOCABLE TRANSFER 
ON DEATH DEED-Randell L. 
Stalls, et ux to Shandon Stalls, 
4-10-23, 213.86 acs. out of 
Sec. 61, Blk. 23, H&GN Ry. 
Company Survey.
AMEND. DT-MIS Properties 
LP to JPMorgan Chase Bank 
NA, 5-19-23, Interest in Sec. 
92, Blk. A-5, H&GN Ry. Com-
pany Survey.
POWER of ATTORNEY-Ger-
trudes L. Moran to Ma. Belen 
Lapatha Banados, 7-11-23.
AFF.-Gertrudes L. Moran to 
Gertrudes Lapatha Moran, et 
al, 7-11-23.
JULY 12, 2023
C/C PROBATE-Aljean Har-
mon to Ex Parte, 6-26-23, See 
Instrument.
MD/ROY. DEED-Gail Falasco 
to James Wischkaemper, 7-3-
23, All Interest in Sec. 48, Blk. 
24, H&GN Ry. Company Sur-
vey; And Any Other Interest in 

Wheeler County.
DEED-Methodist Children’s 
Home to John Richard Hefley 
et ux, 7-7-23, 613.81 acs. out 
of Sec. 4, IRR Co. Survey and 
85.26 acs. out of Sec. 2, IRR 
Co. Survey, Except Minerals.
RDT-Royal Bank of Canada to 
Chaparral Energy LLC, et al, 
7-5-23, See Instrument.
JULY 13, 2023
ASSIGNMENT-West Texas 
Gas Utility LLC to PNG Gath-

ering LLC, 6-1-23, Secs. 24, 
37, 38, 41, 42 and 43, Blk. 17, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey; 
Secs. 24, 25, 26, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 35, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53 and 

(Continued Page 3)
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2023

Old Time Gospel Music
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . In Wheeler
Sun.: 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

Hear the
“Abundant Living Broadcast”

KPDR-FM, 90.3
WHEELER, TEXAS
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. to Noon

Chad Helton Owner
896-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Theme: NBA Nick-
name
Across
1. Security device, for 
short
4. Crow cousin
10. Campaigned for 
political office
13. Creamy cheese

31. Summer Olympian
32. What a mob goon 
threatens to break
34. Notion
35. Grief-stricken

voters
54. Pool locale
56. Laid-back
58. Unsavoury serving
59. School subject
60. Commendation
61. JFK forecasts
62. Low digit?
63. Military demolitions 
expert
64. ‘60s hallucinogen

Down
1. Baby rocker
2. Flyboy
3. Battlefield doctor
4. Trunk growth
5. Italian wine region
6. Early whirlybird
7. End of a hammer
8. Furious feeling

9. Regard with respect
10. Fashion industry, slangily
11. Long ___
12. Basketball target
13. Blurts out
20. Odorous animal
22. Marbles, so to speak
24. Less-travelled way
25. Exhausted
26. School org.
29. Wiggle room
30. Doctrine
31. Scottish Highlanders
32. Aussie critters
33. “___-ching!”
35. Witch’s concoction
36. Banish
37. Rapper’s skill
38. “Eureka!”
41. Muscle spasms
43. Refines, as metal
44. Overseas
45. Hornets’ cousins
48. Kind of investor
50. High-five sound
51. Paper holder
52. Showy flower
53. Large jug
54. Took a chair
55. Paid player
57. Detergent brand

14. Wickerwork twigs
15. ___ of Aquarius
16. Cooking fat
17. Way to go
18. Grasped
19. Entry fee
21. Ballpark fig.
23. Coffee preference
24. Face adversity well
27. Part of a yen
28. Preceding month: 
Abbr.

38. Length x width, for 
a rectangle
39. In a high tax bracket
40. Wild woman
42. Timid
43. Tool with teeth
46. Tired, for poets
47. Venomous snake
49.  Un i ted  S ta tes 
org. with cookies and 
Brownies
50. Freebies for Oscar 

Chad Helton, Owner
806-826-5759

714 W. Okla. Ave.
Wheeler, TX 79096

Bowie • Canadian • Childress • Dalhart • Littlefield • Olton 
• Memphis • Wheeler • Wellington

Your
Partners
in

Progress

Sunday Nite Live
KPDR-FM, 90.3

. . . Live from Wheeler
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

TexSCAN Week of 
July16-22, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
California couple promises baby warm, loving home. 
Secure future, educational opportunities. Generous 
living expenses paid, relocation possible. Rob and 
Katrina 714-729-3014 or attorney 310-663-3467.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

EVENTS
NARO – National Association of Royalty 
Owners Convention, July 26-29, San Antonio, 
Learn How To Better Manage Your Minerals. Over 
19 sessions: ‘Mineral Law 101’,’How To Read 
Surveys & Plats’, ‘Property Transfers & Estate 
Planning’,’Operators: Friends or Enemies?’ Register  
online: WWW.NARO-US.ORG/EVENT-5151387. 
Call to register: (918) 794-1660.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Need help with your retirement plan? If you have 
questions about your pension, 401(k) or profit sharing 
plan, call the South Central Pension Rights Project at 
800-443-2528 to get free legal advice. Funded by the 
U.S. Administration on Aging, SCPRP staff provides 
free legal assistance to anyone with a question about 
their retirement plan. Call us today 800-443-2528.

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

 WANTED
We buy cars, trucks, SUVs. We love classics:  
Broncos,  Corvettes, Camaros, heavy duty trucks! Any 
conditions! Send pictures and the lowest price you 
would take to 832-693-2335. We pick up, we pay cash!

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 704-8579

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Kelby Peralez
Borger

Braylee Lewis
Highland Park

Taysen Swires
White Deer

Mona          (from Page 1) 
pa Country Club pro shop for 
more information or to enter 
the tournament. Donations 
may be sent to

Mona Jennings Freeman 
Memorial Scholarship P.O. 
Box 423 Wheeler, TX 79096.  
Thanks to all of the support 
in our area to continue this 
scholarship in Mona’s mem-
ory

in Amarillo to raise their fam-
ily.  Children include Darden 
Pierce of Oklahoma City and 
Carol Van Buskirk of Amarillo.  

 As her grave stone reads, 
“She spread sunshine wher-
ever she went.”

——————————

Pierce     (from Page 1) 

Merely      (from Page 1) 
time either glossing over it, 
ignoring it, or, worse, attempt-
ing to suppress or override 
it. But there are many func-
tions in the body which serve 
to separate the morning from 
the afternoon. In fact, I heard 
a neuroscientist (whatever 
that means) say in an inter-
view that the brain (along with 
most organs) was basically a 
different organ in the morning 
versus the afternoon. I be-
lieve this is circadian-based.

Even if it is not, where pos-
sible, why not let the body 
function and send its feed-
back signals or messaging 
naturally, instead of accord-
ing to the clock? Often, we 
are forced to live by the clock 
and must eat at the time al-
lotted for eating, regardless 
of whether we are hungry, be-
fore we move to the next ac-
tivity; but even when we are 
free from such constraints it 
seems that we often abide by 
them, like a dog that does not 
leave the yard, even after the 
fence has been removed.

Storm          (from Page 1) 

Chat           (from Page 1) 

Court          (from Page 2) 
70, Blk. 13, H&GN Ry. Com-
pany Survey.
EXECUTOR MD-Tony R. Smi-
therman (Deceased) to Smith-
erman Family Trust, 6-10-23, 
See Instrument.
AMENDED DT-Clinton W. 
Oldham, et al to First Bank 
& Trust, 5-12-21, See Instru-
ment.
DEED-Daniel J. Hoellerich, et 
al to Douglas A. Hoellerich, 
9-8-22, E/2 of Sec. 51, Blk. 13, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
DEED-John Gordon Ross Jr., 
et al to Brad Carter, 7-6-23, 5 
acs. out of SW/4 of Sec. 33, 
Blk. 17, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.
REVOCABLE TRANSER 
DEATH DEED-Brad Carter, to 
John Gordon Ross Jr., 7-6-23, 
5 acs. out of SW/4 of Sec. 33, 
Blk. 17, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.
REVOCABLE TRANSFER 
DEATH DEED-Barbie Belinda 
Daniels to Ronnie Joe Daniels, 
et al, 11-8-22, Lot 4, Blk. 2, 
Mont-Lew Addition, Shamrock.
REVOCABLE TRANSFER 
DEATH DEED-Ronnie Joe 
Daniels to Barbie Belinda 
Daniels, et al, 11-8-22, Lot 
4, Blk. 2, Mont-Lew Addition, 
Shamrock.
JULY 14, 2023
DEED-Charles Coats, et ux 
to Pauline Campbell, 6-27-23, 
Lots 14-15, 18-20, Blk. 12, Al-
lison, With Life Estate.
DVL-RC Ranch LLC to O. 
William Thunder Gray, et al, 
7-5-23, S/2 of Sec. 23, Blk. 13, 
H&GN Ry. Company Survey.
DT-O. William Thunder Gray, 
et al to Capital Farm Credit 
ACA, 7-5-23, S/2 of Sec. 23, 
Blk. 13, H&GN Ry. Company 
Survey.

made for a lot of pretty lawns.
— cwe —

And, speaking of lawns; I 
press a couple of garlic cloves 
into the ground as close to 
the newly dug gopher hole 
as I can. It appears to have 
discouraged further digging in 
that area. I cut them in half.

— cwe —
Wellington State Bank 

sponsored the parade pic-
tures on page 4.

— cwe —
We have the obituary for 

Edith Flanagan this week. 
Her daughter informed me 
that Edith used to write a col-
umn, “Mobeetie Meditations”. 
That was before my time and 
I have not had time to look in 
the files.

— cwe —
Barbara drove her sister, 

Jean, and I to Hinton Sat-
urday for us to visit several 
of our ’57 classmates. This 
group of 84-year-olds and 
one 85-year-old had a great 
time.

— cwe —
I recently came across 

some old family pictures and 
scanned them. This makes 
the dividing much easier. 
Also, Mother had taken the 
time to write the names and 
relationship on the back of 
each picture, which I added 
to the scan. I then sent them 
to all the relatives I thought 
would be interested.

— cwe —
Now I need to dig out our 

pictures and identify them.
— cwe —

Saturday we spent all day 
honoring and remembering 
Paul.

In the morning before dawn, 
there was lightning all around. 
Thunder was a constant rum-
ble in the  distance. At 8:00 
a.m., a light mist was falling. 
When we arrived at the river, 
the mist stopped. The cool 
gray morning, the red cliffs, 
green pasture and the clear 
flowing water created  the 
perfect setting. Hunter played 
“Amazing Grace” on the bag-
pipe as everyone walked to 
the chosen spot. Paul’s son, 
Jeromy played a wooden 
flute as Gloria, Paul’s wife, 
untied red, blue, and purple 
ribbons from a small burlap 
bag and spread the ashes in 
the stream. Handguns were 
drawn and fired a twenty-one 
gun salute in honor of the fall-
en warrior.

After a visit to the Wheeler 
Historical Museum, the group 
met for a hike to Big Mouth 
Cave. As a teenager, Paul 
explored and mapped the 
caves along the banks of the 
North Fork of Red River. In 
the cave, Jeromy read one of 
Paul’s poems expressing his 
thoughts and feelings about 
his experience in the cave. 
Jeromy played the flute again 
and ashes were placed. 

After the hike back, we 
gathered at Mesquite Canyon 
Steakhouse for lunch and re-
membering. It was fun to hear 
the stories that his brothers 
and his sons told. He was a 
very strong and interesting 
man. When he got old he 
spent his time and money 
feeding and taking care of the 
veterans and homeless com-
munity in Quartzsite, Arizona. 

The final part of the memo-
rial was at Shamrock High 
School.  I sang “Colors of the 
Wind” and Paul’s  brother, 
Stephen, read a poem that he 
wrote to remember Paul.

When the Honor Guard 
started to fold the flag, Paul’s 
dog, Honey, began a very soft 
whine. She went to Gloria and 
put her head in her lap.

It was a good day. That’s it.

Here are some little known, 
very interesting facts about 
Texas:

1. Port Arthur to El Paso: 
889 miles. Port Arthur to Chi-
cago: 770 miles

2. Brownsville to Texline 
(north of Amarillo): 956 miles. 
Texline to Canada: 960 miles

3. El Paso is closer to Cali-
fornia than to Dallas

4. World’s first rodeo was in 
Pecos, Tx July 4, 1883.

5. The Flagship Hotel in 
Galveston is the only hotel in 
North America built over wa-
ter. Destroyed by Hurricane 

Ike - 2008!
6. The Heisman Trophy 

was named after John Wil-
liam Heisman who was the 
first full-time coach at Rice 
University in Houston, Texas.

7. Brazoria County has 
more species of birds than 
any other area in North Amer-
ica.

8. Aransas Wildlife Refuge 
is the winter home of North 
America ‘s only remaining 
flock of whooping cranes.

9. Jalapeno jelly originated 
in Lake Jackson in 1978.

10. The worst natural disas-
ter in US history was in 1900, 
caused by a hurricane in 
which over 8,000 lives were 
lost on Galveston Island.

11. The first word spo-
ken from the moon, July 20, 
1969, was “ Houston,” but the 
Space Center was actually in 
Clear Lake City at the time.

12. The King Ranch in 
South Texas is larger than 
Rhode Island.

13. Tropical Storm Clau-
dette brought a US rainfall re-
cord of 43” in 24 hours in and 
around Alvin in July of 1979.

14. Texas is the only state 
to enter the US by TREATY, 
(known as the Constitution of 
1845 by the Republic of Tex-
as to enter the Union) instead 
of by annexation. This allows 
the Texas Flag to fly at the 
same height as the US Flag, 
and Texas may choose to di-
vide into 5 states.

15. A Live Oak tree near 
Fulton is estimated to be 
1500 years old.

16. Caddo Lake is the only 
natural lake in the state.

17. Dr Pepper was invented 
in Waco in 1885. There is no 
period in Dr Pepper.

18. Texas has had six capi-
tal cities: Washington-on-the 
Brazos, Harrisburg, Galves-
ton, Velasco, West Columbia 
and Austin.

19. The Capitol Dome in 
Austin is the only dome in the 
US which is taller than the 
Capitol Building in Washing-
ton, DC (by 7 feet).

20. The San Jacinto Monu-
ment is the tallest free-stand-
ing monument in the world 
and it is taller than the Wash-
ington Monument.

21. The name ‘ Texas ‘ 
comes from the Hasini In-
dian word ‘Tejas’ meaning 
“friends.” Tejas is NOT Span-
ish for Texas.

22. The State Mascot is the 
Armadillo. An interesting bit 
of trivia about the armadillo is 
they always have four babies. 
They have one egg, which 
splits into four, and they ei-
ther have four males or four 
females.

23. The first domed stadium 
in the US was the Astrodome 
in Houston.

24. The Beck family ranch 
land grant is one day’s ride 
by horse (25 miles) in each 
direction from the headquar-
ters.

25. The name of the XIT 
ranch in Dalhart Texas stands 
for “ten in Texas”. That means 
10 counties in Texas!

Little Known Facts About Texas

• Painted on a wine 
glass: Let’s get ready to 
stumble.
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