
24 hr Service 
Fully Insured

V & V Oil Field Services £
R oustabout S erv ices

Office- 940 658-3997  
1-800-738-9221

“Serving the O il Industry fo r  2 0  Y ears’ 201 EM ain  
P.O.Box 762 

Knox City, TX 79529

B I I R R I T O  E X P R E S S
201 East Main St.

Knox City,TX 79829 
(940) 657-5568 * (940) 657 - 4323

THE

PROUDLY SERVING THE KNOX COUNTY AREA

M l

Music, memories: Goree event is devoted to old tunes

Wearing his black hat, guitarist Johnny Boatright is just one of the guys on a music camp hayride Tuesday night 
through Goree. Others, from left, are fiddle student Ryder Cude of Goree and guitar students Parker Finley and 
Shannon Reeves from nearby Munday. Boatright took advanced guitar lessons this week at Goree at the Bobby 
Boatright Western Swing Music Camp, named for his late brother.

Photo by Hanaba Munn Welch

By Hanaba Munn Welch
In fiddling circles, the late 

Bobby Boatright (1939-2008) 
couldfiddle circles aroundmost 
fiddlers. In his other life, he was 
a mathematician and physicist. 
It was a fine art, juggling two 
careers. His younger brother.

Johnny Boatright, remembers 
it all. He reminisced about his 
brother this week at the Bobby 
Boatright Western Swing 
Music Camp in Goree.

Bobby Boatright’s fiddling 
career took off in Wichita 
Falls when he was just 14, the 
younger Boatright said. The 
family had just moved to the 
Faith Village neighborhood 
from Denison.

“He started playing with Bill 
Mack,” Boatright said. “It was 
a live TV show.”

Johnny Boatright smiled 
when he said his brother was 
introduced as “the 14-year-old 
fiddle player” for about three 
years.

The music camp opened 
Sunday night with a visual 
presentation on Bobby 
Boatright narrated by Johimy 
Boatright.

Bobby Boatright helped 
found the camp, previously 
held near Crowell, and was 
the chief curriculum organizer

and fiddle instructor until his 
death.

Johnny Boatright himself 
traveled from Houston to 
Goree to take advanced guitar 
lessons at this year’s camp, 
the first time for instruction 
sessions to be held in Goree. 
The Knox Prairie Events 
Center, the old Goree School 
complex, furnished a place for 
classes, dining and lodging.

At the drop of a hat —  
and plenty of students were 
wearing them —  Johnny 
Boatright would talk about his 
famous brother.

“He never made a B after 
the eighth grade,” Johnny 
Boatright said. “That includes 
his first master’s degree, which 
was in math, a veiy diflicult 
master’s to acquire.”

Bobby Boatright was a 
student at both Midwestern 
State University and East Texas 
State in Commerce, where he 
earned a master’s in physics.

He continued to study.

“He had over 100 hours past 
his second master’s,” Johnny 
Boatright said.

A question often asked is 
why Bobby Boatright never 
pursued a doctorate.

“I’ll tell you what he told 
me one day,” Boatright said. 
“He did not go and write his 
doctoral thesis because he 
wanted to teach at a junior 
college, where he could teach 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday. The reason for that’s 
pretty obvious. That left him a 
three-day weekend where he 
could play fiddle.”

And fiddle he did, all over 
the country, earning a name for 
himself in western swing.

“Western swing is 
jazz played with country 
instruments,” Johnny Boatright 
said, showing his own bent 
for teaching. “It’s a different 
flavor. It’s Big Band music. It 
definitely swings. It’s definitely 
not country music. It’s much 
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Boutique

Jill Kilgore/owner, 
stylist, nail tech 
111 N. Central, 

Knox City, Texas 
940-657-4011

Tuesday through 
Saturday 9-5 

Hair, nails, men’s 
cuts, waxing. 

Featiiring Paul 
Mitchell products 

and services

L o o k in g
The Knox City First Baptist 

will host an all summer 
long program for the youth 
o f Knox. From 10 am until 
noon, children from 1st to 
6th grade are invited to the 
basement o f the church to 
engage in arts, crafts, stoiy 
time and life lessons'to learn 
more about God’s Love. The 
basement will reopen on 
Thursday for the older kids, 
Jr. High throughdHigh School. 
For more information, call 
Jerry or Monette Vincent at 
657-3141.

It’s time for the Go Kart 
tract to heat up ^ i n  with 
roadsters ' o f all kinds. The 
next Go Kart race at the Knox 

, City Track will be July 24th.

AthleticKnox City 
Physicals are coming up 
next week-

Girls Physicals will be ■ 
held Wednesday, July 27th‘v  
at 1:30 pm

Boys Physicals will be 
>h6fSfirhursday, July 28th at 
1:30 pm.

Contact the school for 
more details.

It’s almost Watermelon 
Festival time again! Mark 
your calendars for the 
last weekend in July-The 
Annual Parade will be held 
on Friday, July 30th at 7:00 
pm, and the Street Dance 
will start immediately after 
that in the City Park. The big

W tllm
tllll l l .

Watermelon Fest Activity 
day will be July 31st, 
starting at 10:00, am. Free 
Watermelon, rides from S&J , 
j%iusements, food, clothing , 
booths and much, much 
rhbre., ‘ '

The Watermelon G olf 
Tournament 3 person 
sham ble is coming up on 
the 3 1 St, beginning at 8:30’ 
am. Only $60 per team for 
entry. For more information , 
on the Golf Tourney, call , 
Tracy Garter or the country 
club at 658-3911 after 6 pm,.

Summer is winding to a 
close- Knox County schools, 
all reconvene for ftie Fall 
Semester on August 23rd. ,

Knox City High School computes 
the retirement of long-time 
computer teacher, Mrs. ‘Z>’
By Tamara Smart

For the past 5,292 school 
days, Tammie Dillon has gone 
through the same routine- Get 
up, go to school, teach the youth 
of Knox the fundamentals of 
Business/Careers/Technology 
all day, staying after hours to 
help students put together one 
of the 26 Knox City year books 
she oversaw, come home, loved 
on her husband, Jim (who is a 
long time member of the KC/ 
O’Brien CISD School Board, 
and retired teacher himself), 
then went to bed, resting up for 
the next day when she did it all 
over again.

This year, though, on Aug. 
23, when the rest of Knox 
County will be rising for the 
first day of the 2010-2011 
school year, Tammie will 
not join the normal first day 
hubbaloo that encircle first- 
day-of sehool activities.

Tammie Dillon, or Mrs. D 
as she is commonly known 
around Knox, graduated from 
Adrian High School in 1978 
in a class of 13 students, after 
which she graduated from West 
Texas A & M University in the 
spring of 1982 with a Business 
of Education Degree. The 
following fall, Mrs. D got her 
first teaching job in Rochester 
where she spent the next two 
years. In the fall o f 1984 Mr. 
Bill Baker, Superintendent of 
Knox City School District, 
hired Tammie to replace Mrs. 
Dottie Lowery as the High 
School Business Education 
teacher. But that isn’t where 
Ms. Dillon’s education 
stopped. In addition to her 
“formal education,” Ms. Dillon

Tammie Dillon, also known 
as Mrs. D.

Courtesy Photo
spent one summer in Houston 
getting certified to teach Career/ 
technology classes when the 
business curriculum changed 
into the area of computerized 
based programs.

Yet, the days of Mrs. D ’s 
tenure in the classroom are 
ofiicially over.

Tammie retired as of this 
summer after 26 years of 
service to the community. In 
those 26 years, Tammie saw 
the technology curriculum go 
from typing on IBM electric 
typewriters to cruising the 
Internet on Dell Desktops. 
Tammie reflects on her ever 
changing teaching duties 
throughout her 26 years saying, 
“The technology change in my 
position has been amazing. I 
always thought math, English 
always stayed the same but 
teaching business/computer 
kept changing, and I had to keep 
abreast of the latest technology 
to pass on to my students.” 
That was true not only of her 
daily teaehing duties, but of the 
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Knox County 
challenges you to

Knox County Hospital 
District challenges you to 
imagine, for a moment, that 
your child is involved in a 
tragic accident. Realizing a 
split-second too late that the 
accident eould have been 
avoided; feeling immediate 
terror and the adrenaline rush 
that propels her to still try to 
avoid the accident; hearing the 
screaming of brakes as they 
fight to miss the mark; hearing 
the erunehing of metal before it 
is felt wedging itself relentlessly 
into her body; feeling a hot and 
sticky substance flowing over 
tangled limbs; realizing that this 
substance is life draining from 
her body; feeling the rescuers 
frantieally trying to extricate 
her from the wreckage; hearing 
the piercing sounds of sirens; 
watching the frenzied work of 
the paramedics as they fight 
for her life as if it was their 
own; then bursting through 
the doors of a trauma center. 
She hears the term ‘blood 
transfusion’. Then sees the 
heartbreak in the nurses eyes 
as she tells the doctor that none 
is available. She continues to 
feel life ebbing from her body 
until she is surrounded in total 
blackness.

Hospital district 
give the gift of life

Accidents happen and all 
too often they happen right 
here in Knox County. We are 
not immune but we are not 
alone. Knox County Hospital 
District partners with Meek 
Blood Center to ensure that a 
safe, steady supply of blood 
products are available at all 
times. Though donations 
have been low at recent 
blood drives, the need for 
this life-sustaining substance 
continues. Meek Blood Center 
ships approximately 1,000 
units of blood per month to 
fifteen hospitals in a twelve 
county area and a single blood 
donation can help save the lives 
of up to three people.

On July 29, 2010 choose 
to be a hero and give this 
gift o f life at a blood drive 
scheduled at Knox County 
Hospital, 701 South 5th, 
Knox City, Texas from 1:00 
pm until 6:00 pm. Bring 
along a friend and double 
the contribution. I f  you are 
unable to donate yourself, 
challenge someone to do it 
in your place.

Knox County Hospital 
District thanks every 
individual who chooses to 
give this precious gift.

T O  TV /TT-T-NT/^ A T  r'T T O O T  AA HARDKMAN • HOARD • WILBARGIRSEYMOUR MEDICAL SUPPLY WiailTA-KING-k-NOX-B-XYLOR-AROinR
‘‘Home Town Service You Deserve! ’’ HASKELL • THROCKMORTON ♦ YOUNG

110 W. REIMAN • SEYMOUR,  TEXAS 7 6 3 8 0  • 2 4  H OU RS  A DAY/7 DAYS A WEEK • 9 4 0 - 8 8 9 - 6 0 6 0  • 1 - 8 6 6- 8 8 9 - 1 0 7 6
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KC AREA CHURCH 
DIRECTORY
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ~ Knox City

Jerry Vincent, Pastor
Sunday School at 9:45 a an. • Sunday Morning Worship at 10:55 a.m. 
Soeday Evening Worship at 6:36 pm , ♦ Mid Week, Wed. at 6:30 pm . 

FBC Sunday School, and the worship services at 10:55 am. and 6:30 pm. 
are telecast live on Classic Cable, channel 6 in Knox City and O^Brlen

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -  Knox City 
Timothy 'Mmblê  Pastor

Sunday School at 10:60 am . * Sunday Mommg Worship at 11:00 
a.m.

No Sonday Evening Service

ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP-

Knox City 
Tex Cox, Pastor

Sunday Schod at 9:45 a.m. • Stmday M<n*ning Worship at 10:30 am . 
Siuiday Evening Clares 5:00 pm , * Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 

p.m. Wedn^day Prayer Warriors 6:00 pm . 
‘Discovering God’s Word^ radio broadcast Sunday mornings on AM 

1 ^  The River 8 : ^  * 8:50 am,

FOURSQUARE CHURCH -  Knox City 
Gary A. Schnable, Pastor 

Sunday M(»iiing Worship at 10:50 am .
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 p.m. ♦ Mid-Week, Wed, at 6:30 pm . 

Mens Ih^yer BreakJ^t 6:lMl am. Wednesday Morning

SANTA ROSA CATHOLIC CHURCH BILINGUAL- Knox Q ty  
Father Charles Gorantla • Deacon Ben Vasqnez 

Sunday M a« at Nwn

LIBERTY COMMUNITY C.O.G J.C - Knox City
Gene Ward Jr., Pastor

Sunday School - 9:45 am , * Sunday Morninf Services -11 am , 
Monday Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm .

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH -  Rhineland 
Father Charles Gorantia • Deacon Jim Novak 

Monday throngh Friday mornings, 8 am . Mass 
Saturday Mass at 5 pm . * Sunday Mass at 10:30 am .

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -  Benjamin
Sunday School at 10 am . * Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m,

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -  Benjamm
Timothy Trimble, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 9:30 am , • Sunday Schod at 10:30 a.m.

GILLESPIE BAPTIST CHURCH -  Gillespie
Matt Harrington, Pastor

Sunday School at 10 a m .»Sunday Morning Worship at II a.m, 
Sunday Evening Worship a t 6 p.m. ♦ Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm .

CHURCH OF CHRIST- Benjamm
Bible Study at 9 am . • Sonday Morning Worship at 10 am .

THE BELIEVERS’ CHAPEL -  Highway 222
W.O. Smith, Pastor

Sunday Schod at 9:30 am . -  Sonday Morning Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Mid-Week, Wednesday at 7:30 pm .

O’BRIEN BAPTIST CHURCH -  O’Brien
Jim Rdd, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 am . * Sunday Morning Wwship at 11 a.m, 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 p.m., Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm . 

Sunday M om ii^  on KVRP97.1 at 9:05 am .

WEINERT FOURSQUARE CHURCH 
Rob Harrison, Pastor 

Sonday Morning Worship at H a.m.

MUNDAY CHURCH OF CHRIST
 ̂ Adrian Fletcher, Pastor

THE CHURCH OreECTORY IS BROUGHTTO YOU 
EACH WEEK BY THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Sammy L. Grindstaff, 70, 
who had lived in Haskell 
and Knox County through 
all his life, passed away in 
this same place, Knox City. 
He farmed the land that he 
loved.

Graveside services are 
11:00 am, Friday at O ’Brien 
Cemetery with Rev. Paul 
Chambers officiating, under 
the direction of Mansell- 
Smith Funeral Home.

Sammy was the son of John 
L. and Gladys Grindstaff. 
He had graduated from 
O ’Brien Carney High School 
in 1957. Esther Saenz and 
Sammy were married in 
1964. He had also been 
general manager of O ’Brien 
Co-Op Gin. Sammy served 
as mgr. and president of 
Knox City Country Club. 
He was a Baptist.

He is survived by his 
wife, Esther, of the home, 
three sons; Sammy Jr. 
and Melanie of Rule, 
TX., Danny of Knox City, 
Johnny and Christina of 
Lubbock, three daughters; 
Sherry Harper and Ed of Ft. 
Worth, Kandy D. Hickerson 
and Ed of Abilene, Tx., 
Jennifer Grindstaff of Knox 
City; one brother; John L. 
Jr. and Peggy of Knox City, 
ten grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Adopt -A - Box Foundation
Adopt-A-Box is the 

brainchild of Spa Bella 
owner Dawn Thompson. It’s 
part of Operation Spa Kids, 
a nonprofit corporation with 
the motto, “Turning needs 
into dreams one child at a 
time.”

In 2007 Dawn Thompson 
heard a story from a teacher 
that children in Wichita Falls 
were going to school without 
brushing their hair and teeth. 
Instead of walking away from 
the conversation she decided 
to try and fix the situation. 
As a spa and salon owner 
Dawn knows how important 
it is to feel good about your 
appearance.

Dawn was searching for 
an inexpensive way people 
could come together and 
provide the basic products 
to help these families. Each 
Adopt-A-Box contains 
toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap, shampoo, conditioner, 
brush, comb, small lotion, 
deodorant, bubbles (who 
doesn’t love bubbles), q-tips 
, pen, pencil and small 
notebook, things that can 
be purchased and delivered 
easily and effectively. 
Knowing everything you 
need to start the day would

Knox County 
Hospital 

657-3535

O'Brien 
Co-op Gin 
658-3631

Check Us Out at
knoxcountyne wsonline .com

P.O.Box 188 
110 N. Central 

Kaox Qty* Texas 79529 
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FAX 940-658-3228
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DEADLINES— Ih e deadline to submit 
news and advertismg is 5 p,m, on Fridays. 

Exceptions nu^ be pan ted only by 
permission from the Editor,

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Knox County News welcomes letters to the editor cm Miy subject. All letters must be signed and will be published 

with the name of the writer. Letters must include an address and telephone number to allow verification. Please keep letters to 
a reasonable length. The editor reserves the right to edit any letter for any reason and to reject letters for publication for any 
reason. Letters deemed libelous and/or not for the public good will be rejected. Letters to the editor reflect the opiniem of the 
writer and not necessarily that of The Knox County News.
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KCN OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Wednesday *10:00 aan. - 4:00 pan. • Closed Thursday • Friday • 10 ajai.-5:00 pan.

fit in a shoebox, she created 
Adopt-A-Box.

In just two short years 
Adopt-A-Box has grown 
from Wichita Falls schools 
into 16 counties in North 
Texas, where they provide 
boxes to over 100 schools, 
and hoping for continued 
growth. Thanks to a 
successful Deer Fest event 
last year we have been able 
to expand our outreach in the 
community. In the last year 
we were able to buy clothes 
and Christmas presents for 
families in need.

We will soon be hosting 
our second annual fundraiser. 
Deer Fest, to raise money for 
this much needed cause. This 
one day event will include 
vendor booths, a live and 
silent auction, tons of food 
and family entertainment.

Ways you can help Adopt- 
A-Box, become one of our 
multi-level sponsors for 
Deer Fest, donate items for 
the silent and live auction, 
fill a box yourself, or donate 
money (each box costs about 
$15.00 to fill). For more 
information feel free to 
contact us at 940-704-2984 
or by e-mail at dayspadiva® 
aol.com.

Truscott News
By Clara Brown

The past week has been 
mostly hot and sunny, with 
farmers taking to getting 
wheat fields plowed before 
all the moisture is sucked out 
of the ground and the phrase 
“too wet to plow” is forgotten 
as the country becomes too 
dry and hard too plow.

Don Daniels says he is 
trying to get some farming 
done.

Irma Bell is please with her 
farming, zucchini, but not so 
please with her blooming 
tomato plants, which have yet 
to give her some tomatoes.

Eugenie Daniel was to 
busy to give her news as she 
was in the midst of making 
wild plum jelly. When it’s 
jelly-making time, it takes all 
your attention to make good 
jelly, and we know that’s 
what Eugenie makes as we 
tasted her wild plum jelly in 
the past.

Tim Home answered the 
telephone at his house and 
reported the Homes had a 
good time at Lake Kickapoo 
at the Davis family reunion.

Sybil Simmons was 
honored with a birthday party 
Saturday at the Crowell bank 
room. Helping her celebrate 
were all the Simmon’s 
family and kin, including all 
her nieces, down to about the 
4'*' generation. It was her 92"̂ * 
birthday, marked by cake, 
flowers and love all around 
(she says it was wonderful!)

The book Empire of the 
Summer Moon by S.C. 
Gwynne is reported to be 
sixth, at present, on the New 
York Times list of best selling 
books. This despite the fact 
that no one is making western 
movies, writing western 
short stories or TV shows, 
and even WalMart’s list of 
Western novels is so short, 
it’s almost non-existent. So 
kids ever play cowboys and 
Indians anymore?

But don’t worry, love of 
the story of American west 
must still live in America’s 
heart if Quanah Parker still 
sells books. Wonder if this 
book is for sale in Quanah. 
Didn’t Parker once call the 
Hardeman County seat “my 
town”?

FISH FARM
, 6M 05 fi^stown, OK 74842 

(800)433-2950

Oetiveiy of Channel Catfish, Bass, Hybrid Biuegtll, Redear Bream, Coppemose BluegitI, 
Fathead Minnows, Black Crappie, and Triploid Grass Carp are now available for Pond & 
Lake Stocking. 10 days notice and permit required for the purchase of Triploid Grass Carp.

Friday, July 30th 3:00-4:00pm
KNOX CITY BENJAMIN FERTILIZER HWY 222 W.

We furnish hauling containers! ~ Live Delivery Guaranteed! ~ Oiscounts/Special Deliveries 
on large ordersl -  Turtle Traps, Fish Feeders, Fish Traps! ~ Decorative Fountains, 
Aerators, Windmill Aerators! -  Vegetation Control, Pond Fertilizers Floating Docks!

To place an order or for mors infonnation call one of our Aquatic Consultants, your local 
dealer, or email sales@dunnsfishfarm.com

M-F 7am-6pm Sat 8am-4pm CST 
1-800-433-2950 Fax 1-580-777-2899 

www.dunnsfishfarm.com

So you have grasshoppers? 
China Creek has them 
hopping high and often. They 
seem to be small and golden 
in color. None of the giant 
grasshoppers we used to have 
seemed to be around.

One time Pat Owens’ 
Aunt sent her one of the big 
ones preserved in alcohol or 
something, and one of her 
children took it to school in 
Michigan, if I remember, it 
was a show and tell failure 
as the teacher insisted that it 
was a fake, that grasshoppers 
didn’t get that big.

A representative for the 
Texas Plains Train Region 
will be at the Wichita Brazos 
Museum in Benjamin at 
11:00 a.m. on August 18'*’. 
A stamp cancellation will be 
part of the day’s events so 
stamp collectors and others 
might want to take part.

The Texas Plains Trail 
Region consists of 52 
counties. Knox, Foard, and 
Hardemon counties are 
on the eastern edge of the 
regional organization. The 
western edge is made up of 
those counties on the Texas- 
New Mexico border to the 
west and the north-south area 
is from the South Plains north 
to the top of the Panhandle.

The August 18 visit to 
Knox County is part of a 
regional effort to promote 
heritage tourism. The Wichita 
Brazos Museum keeps 
adding exhibits that reflect 
the history of this part of the 
Rolling Plais and adding to 
its archival collection with 
published and unpublished 
stories and records of 
individuals, families and 
communities.

This includes
autobiographies, family 
stories, cemetery records 
from all over Knox County, 
printed histories of almost 
every town in Knox County, 
veterans records and more. If 
a person wants to research an 
ancestor or a family in Knox 
County, the museum is a 
good place to start. Come to 
the Museum on August 18“', 
enjoy the Stamp Cancellation 
honoring Knox County and 
ask about records that may 
involve your own family.

got 
news? 

Visit us 
on-line to­

day
www.knox-

countynewson-
Iine.com
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“Now Buster, ain’t no use to try and rob this bank 
with a pistol, cause I jist did with a pen on a note!”

Tuesday thru Saturday 8 - 5  
*New Phone num ber- Sam e 

G reat Service*  
LANCES, KILGORE 

940- 657-5520 
country_Piiters@yalioo.com

hardwired and 
. wireless networking, data 
recovery, hard drive clean up, 
C.P.U. and memory upgraded, 

O.S. reinstall, cd rom upgrades 
and mere, call today

mailto:sales@dunnsfishfarm.com
http://www.dunnsfishfarm.com
mailto:country_Piiters@yalioo.com
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The 501
Named for the historic FW&D Engine 501, The 501 is always 

exactly 501 words and dashes long, whatever the topic. Welch, 
a freelance writer for Blackburn Media Group, divides her time 
mostly between Abilene and the family farm north o f Vernon.

Diesel. All I know about 
the stuff is that it’s not as 
volatile as gasoline, it’s 
named for a German named 
Rudolph, and it’s really just 
glorified kerosene.

That’s what I think I know. 
Maybe I ’m wrong, especially 
about the kerosene part.

Years ago, people used 
kerosene as an all-purpose 
preventative and cure for 
everything imaginable. I ’m 
guessing that, as a substitute 
for garlic, kerosene would 
even ward off vampires.

But at our house, kerosene 
was just the stuff that went in 
the tractor and in our emer­
gency coal^ oil lamps, which 
makes me think kerosene is 
just glorified coal oil, what­
ever coal oil is. I still don’t 
know. Anyway, just about 
every kerosene story I ever 
heard came from outside 
our little family circle and 
made me think we were a cut 
above the kerosene set be­
cause we used Mentholatum 
and Campho-Phenique and 
other store-bought pharma­
ceuticals instead of plain old 
kerosene for what ailed us. 
We were almost chic.

But kerosene lore intrigued 
me anyway -  especially the 
story about using kerosene to 
keep chiggers from biting.

At this point, here’s the 
standard warning:

DON’T TRY THIS AT 
HOME.

If I ever compile my col­
umns into a book, that could 
be the title.

We digress.
That might also make a 

good title.
Moving right along, you 

really can use kerosene 
against chiggers, the trouble­
some little mites that live 
in the grass and love to get

on humans and leave itchy 
welts, mostly where clothing 
binds.

You soak two strings in 
kerosene and tie them snugly 
around your ankles. When 
the chiggers get on your feet 
and start looking for a tight 
spot to bite, they come to the 
strings. The kerosene either 
kills them or makes them 
too dopey to bite. That’s my 
take. Either way, it’s a hu­
man victory and a clever one 
at that. When you outsmart a 
chigger, it’s a fine day.

It’s also nice to outsmart 
the companies that sell insect 
repellents. Why pay their 
price for a can of spray that 
runs out when you need it?

So when ants, chiggers 
and mosquitoes attacked me 
last weekend, I decided to 
get back to the basics -  the 
new chic ~  and try kerosene.

I had the string. I just need­
ed the active ingredient.

Have you tried to buy any 
kerosene lately? Illegal drugs 
would be easier to find. I 
bought 43 cents’ worth of 
diesel instead.

Speaking of illegal, I 
caught the diesel in a lidless 
coffee container. Most of it 
didn’t spill.

Just blocks away at the 
weed patch, I gave the strings 
a diesel dip and tied them on . 
For the ants and mosquitoes, 
I slathered my feet, face, neck 
and arms in diesel. It seemed 
like a good idea at the time. It 
worked. No bites. But I must 
be allergic to diesel. A week 
later my whole neck is still 
itching.

No more diesel for me. 
I want kerosene -  the real 
stuff, uncut, no additives.

There’s gotta be a dealer 
out there somewhere.

ON THE 
EDGE OF 
COMMON 

SENSE
by Baxter Black, 

DVM

COWBOY YOGA
It was one of those surreal moments in a cowboy’s life that 

you’ll recall in vivid technicolor years later when you’re living 
in the senior center trying to balance your checkbook on the tv 
remote. Like the time you roped with Fred Whitfield, or got into 
vet school, or wrote your first alimony check!

I was sitting at the Stockmen’s Casino counter in Elko break­
ing fast with Rodney discussing our lumps and bumps, when 
he asked if 1 had ever tried the Breath of Fire Kundalini. 1 re­
sponded that I didn’t care for Italian food but 1 do like jalapenos, 
speaking of “breath of fire.” He asked me if he seemed taller 
since the last time I’d seen him. I pointed out that he was sitting 
down, so how could I tell!

“It’s yoga,” he said. “The Fountain of Youth Kundalini Yoga 
Pranayama. Everybody’s doing it back home.” Since Rodney 
was from North Dakota it sounded more like a Scandinavian 
trying to say the Hawaiian alphabet. “It’s made me spry again. 
Watch this!”
He picked up the quarter tip off the next table and flipped it into 
the air. “My thumb’s broke!” he explained, “I couldn’t do this 
till I signed up for the Fountain of Youth Yoga! I can sing again, 
dance the Glen UUin polka, touch my toes and see more clear­
ly!” He stared at me till 1 went out of focus.

“So this is an exercise program?” I asked.
“No, no! Much more! You just need to spend 15 minutes a 

day doing the special positions and breathing fire. Can you touch 
your toes to your nose?” he asked me.

“Tmth is,” I said, “1 don’t know if I’d want to, even if I 
could! My dog can reach a lot of places on himself that I can as­
sure you, I wouldn’t want to see up closer! There’s a good reason 
God invented bootjacks, back scratchers and Handy Wipes!”

“Let me show you the easiest position, the Corpse Pose,” he 
offered. Rodney lay down on the floor on his back with both his 
head and his feet perpendicular to his body. “Try and hold this 
position for eleven minutes.”

“Looks to me,” 1 said, “If you could hold it for eternity you’d 
be cheaper to bury. You’d fit in a shorter casket.”

“One more! It’ll change your life!” Rodney stood and bent 
over; legs straight, arms outstretched, and palms flat on the floor. 
He looked like an upside down V. “It’s the Kundalini Archer 
Pose. Three minutes with long deep breathing.”

“What’s he doing?” asked the deputy sheriff.
“Breath of Fire.” 1 said.
“What’s he looking for?” he asked again.
“The Fountain of Youth,” then I added, “I think he’s been 

drinking.”
The deputy spoke into his waUde-talkie, “I’m down here at 

the Stockman’s. We’ve got another Norwegian bent over peering 
between his hind legs. I know. Just get the detox pen ready.”

KNOX COUNTY AGING SERVICES
MENUS FOR JULY 26™-TO JULYJO ™

Knox County Market Place
H elp W anted

Brazos Valley Care home is 
accepting applications for: 
LICENSED VOCATIONAL 
NURSES or REGISTERED 
NURSES. Full and Part-time 
positions available. Apply in 
person or call Sandra Logsdon, 
DON for more information. 
605 S. Ave F. Knox City, Texas 
79529 (940) 658-3543.

The Knox County Farm Ser­
vice Agency has one opening 
available for a temporary-full 
time employee. A good per­
sonality, computer knowledge, 
and a high school diploma (or 
GED) is required. Applicant 
selected for the position must 
be able to pass a background 
check. The Knox county FSA 
is located approximately 5 
miles northwest of Knox City 
at 3950 FM 1292 STE 150 (a 
brown metal building west of 
the old plant materials center 
location) If interested call or 
see John Rector, Phone 940- 
658-3537. Knox County SEA 
is an equal opportunity em­
ployer.

New Oil Production op­
erator needs a part time 
admin assistant in Knox 
City, lyping, computer 
entry, errands, phone, 
etc. Flexible hours in af­
ternoon. Approx. 4 hours 
per day. Must be good 
with numbers and above 
average computer skills. 
Excel and Word are a +. 
Overnight travel to Dun­
can, Oklahoma required 
one day per month and 
Fort Worth one day per 
month. Must be neat and 
have a pleasant phone 
manner. Can lead to full 
time in 2011. Starting 
at $8.7r per hour plus 
bonus. Email brief note 
about experience and/or 
resume to
BMcElhaney2350@aol.
com

Lonesome Dove Transports 
need experienced Vacuum 
Tmck Drivers Must have Class 
A CDL + Tanker Endorsement 
Must be 25= years old = Good 
Driving Record Health, Dental, 
& life Insurance Benefits 
60 Day Merit Increase Paid 
Vacation after one year Cal or 
Apply in Person at: 1270 State 
222 West, Knox City Texas 
940-657-4307

For Sale
1997 Chevy Lumina LS, 4 
Dr., 33,000 Actual M i., Power 
Steering, Cruise Control, 
Power Door Locks, AMFM, 
CD Radio, 3100 V-6 Engine, 
28 mpg. See at 4140 St. 
Hwy 222 W. Knox City, TX. 
Asking $3200.00. Ph 940- 
658-3298 or 432-520-7233.

For Sale: 2007 16 x 76 Single 
wide Mobile home. Central 
Heat/ Ac. All electric. Call 
940-422-4417 for more
information_______________
AUTOS FOR SALE

#50094 - 2002 1500 Regular 
Cab 4x4 4.8 V8 Automatic 
82K White-Charcoal work 
truck Pkg $9,(XX) Robert Hall 
Chevrolet 225 N Main Jayton, 
TX 79528 877-637-2182

#50095 - 2007 1500 Ext Cab 
4x4 4.8 V8 Automatic 113K 
White-Charcoal work tmck 
Pkg $12,500 New Body Style 
Robert Hall Chevrolet 225 N 
Main Jayton, TX 79528 877- 
637-2182

#50096 - 2007 1500 Ext Cab 
4x4 4.8 V8 Automatic 109K 
White-Charcoal work tmck 
Pkg $11^50 Classic Body 
Style Robert Hall Chevrolet 
225 N Main Jayton, TX 79528 
877-637-2182

#50097 - 2007 1500 Ext Cab 
4x4 4.8 V8 Automatic 117K 
White-Charcoal work tmck 
Pkg $11,000 Classic Body 
Style Robert HaU Chevrolet 
225 N Main Jayton, TX 79528 
877-637-2182

#50098 - 2007 1500 Ext Cab 
4x4 4.8 V8 Automatic 105K 
White-Charcoal work tmck 
Pkg $11,000 Classic Body 
Style Robert Hall Chevrolet 
225 N Main Jayton, TX 79528 
877-637-2182

For Lease
Hunting Lease
First time Lease- Deer, 
Turkey, Hog, Quil, Dove, 
Electricity, 300 acres. For 
information call 940-658- 
3092 or 940-658-3807 or 
(cell) 940-256-0182.

H ouse For Sale
4 bedroom, 2 bath in Roch­
ester on Comer lot. Living 
room, dining room, pool 
room. Fenced in Yard. Low 
price. The Call 940-743-3452 
and ask for Bobby for more 
information.

House for Sale 507 Ave E 
3/2/2 brick, comer lot, water 
well, storage, pecan trees, lots 
of updates (940) 658-3744

3 Bedroom, 1 bath house for 
sale by owner. Needs work. 
Call 657-3196 after 3 pm.

G arage Sale

Garage Sale: Friday, July 23, 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday, 
July 24, 7 a.m. - 12 noon. 
205 SE 5th Street. Sammie 
Ollfied.

Subscribe to 
The Knox 

County 
News 

Today! 
Call

657-3142

If you would  
like to place 

your classified  
under the Knox 
County Market 

Place 
Please 

Call
940 - 657-3142
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WestMark Realtors 

Knox City Branch Office 
Looking to Buy? Sell? Call us!

(940) 657-5100 or Contact 
Sue Stephens (806)777-8923 or 
C Jt. Underwood (940)256-4204

R esid en tia l
• Spacious 4 BR, 2.5 bath, Brick 

home, prime location,
300 S. Central, Knox City 

REDUCED
• NEW- Charming, well-kept older 
home. 3 BR 405 SW 3rd Knox City
• NEW! Nice, brick, country home 
on 1.48 ac. Stroage building and 
large modem metal bam. Fenced

yard with large trees. Possible extra 
acreage available. 3.5 miles east of 

Rochester on CR 165.
• Newly on Market- In 

country, 2 acres with 2 houses. 
On Pavement. Quiet Setting near 

O’Brien.

F a rm s /L a n d
• Haskell Co.

805 AC., near Rule, 600 Ac. Cult.
• 781 AC., near Rule, Tanks,

Hunting

• 654 AC., Irrigation Pivots,
CONTRACT 290 AC.

• 324 AC., Vi irrigated, Vi CRP
• 300+ AC farmland. Irrigation and 
side roll and 165 ac. Some fenced.

Two ground tanks, dove, quail, 
deer & turkey. Off Hwy 6- South 

of Rochester. Excellent for peanuts, 
wheat, cotton or cattle.

C o m m erc ia l
• Commercial Real Estate and 

Equipment- Knox City- $55,000.

• Nice Modern Restaurant, recently
built. Also could be used for 
hunting lodge- Weinert.TX

Mondav Julv 26th Thursdav. Julv 29th
Sliced Ham German Sausage/Cabbage

Cheesy Potatoes Glazed Carrots
Carrot/Raisin Salad Blackeyed Peas

Sliced Bread Hot Rolls
Cookies Cake

Tuesdav Julv 27th Fridav. Julv 30th
Salisbury Steak/Gravy Tuna Sandwiches

Broccoli/Rice Casserole Chips
Salad Pork & Beans

Hot Rolls Dessert
Fruit Salad

We could use volunteers!!
Wednesdav Julv 28th New serving time is 12 noon
Chicken Strips/Gravy (in Knox City only) alternate

Mashed Potatoes desserts for diabetics. Please
7 Layer Salad call in your orders by 10 a.m.

Biscuit To 657-3618 orders cant be
Banana Pudding taken after 10 a.m. And need 

to be picked up after 11 a.m.

Check us out at
knoxcounty ne wsonline .com

Thanks for 
Reading 
The Knox 

County News!

Storage Space 
For Rent

Size Per Month 
5x10  $ 2 7  

10x10  $ 3 9  
10x15  $51 

PRAIRIE MINI 
STORAGE 
657-3841

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center 
Knox City, TX

2009 Weekly Weather Report
Date Temperature (F) Rainfall Snow

Low / High inches inches
7/12 71/88 0.02
7/13 74/96
7/14 77/97
7/15 75/96
7/16 74/97
7/17 72/99
7/18 71/100

Total Rainfall for month 10.62
2010 Rainfall (ytd) 27.14 6.6

Counts Real Estate . ^
David Cotmts, Broker

Marla Hawkins, Agent Patsy Gonzales  ̂Agent 
102 North Ave. A  (940)658-3390 

Knox City, Texas

201 C e n tra l Ave: 3 BR brick homei GH/AG, wood burning stove, 
new paint & flooring, big kitchen , living room dining room combina­
tion, lots o f storage inside and out. W ater well, cellar, 3 car carport, 
m e t^  roof, mature trees and located o n 4  lots. Ready for immeditUe 
occupancy. REDUGED

701 N E  3 rd  S tre e t 2000+1- sq.ft frame home. 4  BR, 2Ba, CH/AC, 
metal roof. New Garpet

609 S . Ave E: Split Level 4  BR,3 Ba, Brick home. G H/AC,
Fireplace, Master Suite, basement, pool, fenced yard,
great location!

1109 SE 4 th  St.: 2BR frame home. GH/AG, Siding, com er lot.

1202 SE 4 th  St: 2 BR frame home, new roof, steel siding.

604 SE  4 th  St: 3 BR, 2B, Brick home, CH/AC, garage,
great location. Needs work! Make an offer!

501 SE  3 rd  St.; Large brick home located on com er lot. CH/AC, 2 or 
3 BR, 2 ba. Detached garage, fenced yard.

200 South  2n d  S t,; Large 3BR, 3 Ba, Brick home. This home 
features 2 master Bedrooms! W alk in O osets, CH/AC, 2 Living areas, 
fireplace, covered patio, plus size 2 car garage, water w ell, fenced yard, 
new paint, lots o f  space, lote o f storage! Great neighborhood.

904 C e n tra l Ave: 3Br, L5Ba brick horae.CH/AC, bonus room, large 
kitchen, storm shelter.

G ra n d  C e n tra l A venue O ’B rien: 1800+/- s q i t  brick home. CH/
A C , 2 living areas, 4  B R, 3 B a, large carport, fenced yard, cellar, great 
closets!

1101 E  M ain  St: Large commercial bldg, 4 0 0 0 + /-sq.ft, CH/AC, 
new roof, lots o f parking, kitchen, bathrooms, ADA compliant, and 
more. Lots o f  potential for differ^n^  ̂fo r  occupancy!Contract Pending

H U N TIN G  ryuu+/- featuring 12 tanks, varied terrain, small 
bunk house, covered patio area, bam s, and lots of wildlife!

600 +/- A cres P rim e H un ting  lan d : Approximately 1 mile o f  Brazos 
river frontage, fences, corrals, water w ell, electricity, good roads and lots 
o f  wildlife! Motivated seller!

New Listing! 377+/- Acres with Brazos River frontage, Hwy front­
age, HUNTING, farm house, som e m inerals.

Munday, TX: 4  BR, 2 Ba. home. C  H/AC. M et^  roof, covered patio, 
front porch. Fenced back yard, water well for the yard, nice storage bldg. 
$37,000

New Listing! 1106 SE 2nd Street. 3 BR,1 Bath hom e. Central H/AC 
freshly pmnted interior, updated bathroom, fenced yard, exterior storage, 
stonn cellar, covered parking. $27 300.00

3 Bedroom, i bathroom Home at 702 South Central. Move in Ready. 
$36,000.
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Knox City Varsity Football Schedule 2010

August 14 Paducah/Newcastle at Knox City 6:00 
August 21 Valley/Petersburg/Meadow at Petersburg TEA 

August 28 Greenville Christian at Trent 1:00 
September 3 Ira at Ira 7:30 

September 10 Rule at Knox City 7:30 
September 17 Newcastle at Knox City 7:30 

September 24 Spur at Spur 7:30 
October 1 Woodson at Knox City 7:30 
October 8 Northside at Knox City 7:30 

October 15 OPEN 
October 22 Gordon at Gordon 7:30 

October 29 Throckmorton at Throckmorton 7:30 
November 5 Paint Creek at Knox City 7:30

K m x  City Athletic Physicals are coming up next week- 
Giris Physicals w ill be held Wednesday, July 27* at 1:30 pm 
B oys Physicals w ill be held Thursday, July 28* at 1:30 pm.

: : Contact the school for more details.

Want to view your 
paper online too?

If you have a subscription to The Knox County News for 1 year,
you can add the 

online subscription for

ONLY $lo
knoxcountynewsonline.com

LyNNBJBrnac 
ÂOTOR CO.. INC.

1011 Main St. • Knox City 
Jimmy Lynn • Scott Lynn 

940-658-3511

Thanks for 
Reading!

[otnews?

CITY MOTEL
Bip and Anita

658-3541

Burrito Express
• • • «

657-4323 658-5568

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD
658-3513

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team.

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMS

V & V Oil Field Services
658-3997 or 256-1853 

201 E Main St. i k .

SHORTES, INC.
...........C om plete

'  \  O ilfield
I  Construction

 ̂ 658-3576

SUPPLY
HOUSE
658-3389

Cattle and wheat topics o f  July 24 
conference in Wichita Falls

WICHITA FALLS -  After 
the recent wheat harvest, 
more wheat and Stocker 
cattle producers may want 
to attend the Cattle Trails 
Stocker Conference to be 
held July 24 at the Multi- 
Purpose Event Center, 1000 
5th Street, in Wichita Falls.

This conference is a joint 
effort betweenTexasAgriLife 
Extension Service and the 
Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Service.

“We believe this will be 
an extremely important 
conference given the 
circumstances that we faced 
with this year’s wheat harvest 
and wheat price,” said Stan 
Bevers, AgriLife Extension 
economist in Vernon.

“Planning early will be 
imperative for the upcoming 
crop,” Bevers said. “Given 
the low prices experienced 
at harvest, many producers 
may choose to turn to cattle 
for additional flexibility.

However, adding cattle to 
the wheat operation always 
increases the level of 
management involved and 
the associated risks.”

Planners envision an 
annual conference that will 
provide wheat producers and/ 
or Stocker cattle operators 
with the most up-to-date 
information on topics that 
influence wheat and Stocker 
cattle profits, Bevers said.

The conference will 
alternate between Texas and 
Oklahoma each year, he 
said. It is named to represent 
the vast area of agricultural 
production between the 
Chisholm Trail and the Great 
Western cattle trails of the late 
1800s, both of which started 
in south Central Texas and 
moved up through central 
and western Oklahoma.

Speakers will include 
faculty from both Oklahoma 
and Texas. Important topics 
of marketing and outlook.

animal health, wheat 
pasture research and wheat 
production will be covered, 
Bevers said.

Industry sponsors will 
have their products on 
display during the event.

The conference will 
begin at 8 a.m. with 
registration and end at 4:30
p. m. Registration is $20 
per person and includes 
educational m aterials, a copy 
of the Cattle Trails Stocker 
Conference Proceedings, a 
noon meal and refreshm ents. 
Additional information can 
be obtained at http://agrisk. 
tamu .edu .

Producers can register 
by contacting their local 
AgriLife Extension county 
agent, their Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension 
county educator, or by 
contacting Karen Thompson 
at 940-552-9941, ext. 217 or 
by e-mail at kethompson@ .
ag. tamu .edu .

Leaders strive to m ain ta in  p ro gram  statew ide
COLLEGE STATION - 

Officials have completed 
the difficult task of notifying 
employees whose jobs with 
the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service will end between 
now and Oct. 31.

The personnel cutback 
affects 94 jobs - 31 vacant 
positions that will not be filled 
and 63 occupied positions 
that will be eliminated 
agency wide. The downsizing 
results from a 5 percent state 
budget reduction, according 
to Dr. Ed Smith, AgriLife 
Extension director.

Leaders of the state 
agency, which has offices 
in 250 Texas counties, said 
their decisions were based on 
maintaining core programs 
statewide.

AgriLife Extension is part 
of a national community-

based adult and youth 
education system.

“We delayed restructuring 
as long as we could, because 
we hoped that economic 
conditions would improve,” 
said Smith. “But that has not 
happened and we regret that 
we have to take these steps.” 
One-fourth of the staffing 
cut is at the agency’s College 
Station headquarters. The 
rest is throughout Texas.

“To keep positions 
strategically distributed, we 
will refill some vacancies,” 
said Kyle Smith, AgriLife 
Extension executive associate 
director. “So displaced 
personnel may find other 
internal job opportunities.”

He stressed that the 
agency has long maintained 
a presence in each county. 
That will continue.

“Counties currently being 
served by a single extension 
agent or through a shared 
position will not be impacted 
by the new staffing plan,” 
said Darrell Dromgoole, 
AgriLife Extension associate 
director for county programs. 
“We looked most closely at 
counties where we had three 
or more positions, especially 
if more than one employee 
supported the same subject 
matter,” said Dromgoole.

D rom goole said
all county Extension 
personnel contribute to 
4-H , AgriLife E xtension’s 
youth program , and will 
share full responsibility 
for that program  where 
needed.

“Youth program m ing 
rem ains a strong em phasis 
o f our agency,” he said.

Award winning barbeque tips From 
passionate pit master Mike Davis

It’s grilling season again and 
backyard chefs have begun 
turning up the heat on grills 
nationwide in their continued 
pursuit of juicy and delicious 
barbecue.

As they dust off their grills 
and pull out their tools, every­
one from novices to aficiona­
dos knows that summer prom­
ises the opportunity to officially 
dive back into the grilling sea­
son.

One of those passionate 
griUers is National Champion 
Pit Master Mike Davis of Lotta 
Bull Bari^eque from Oklahoma. 
Mike, his wife Debbie and their 
two miniature schnauzers travel 
around the country stopping at 
almost 50 competitions a year 
to flex their BBQ muscles.

In preparation for the sum-

Friday NIte

Ppm Street Dance at Citjl 
^ r i n g  

a kwn
Come listen t 

musk

10:00 a m
Craft ^  J^ood 

ooths Open

n $$ Gipe-a-ways
:00 pm Jree Swimming

Chmeu OF Commerce ^
940- 658-8442

mer grilling season, Davis is 
sharing some of his secrets to 
keep your grill in high demand 
no matter where you fire-up:

* When grilling, use a “smok­
er” box of aromatic hardwoods 
such as mesquite, hickory or 
pecan to give that distinctive 
wood smoked flavor.

* When cooking larger cuts 
of meat, always use an indirect 
heat as a source. Using the di­
rect heat method will char the 
outside of the meat without al­
lowing the inside to cook prop­
erly.

* Use a spray or baste during 
cooking to help keep the meat 
moist and flavorful and prevent 
meat from diying out during 
the cooking process.

* A mustard slather can be 
used to thoroughly coat the 
meat to help hold spices and 
seasonings in place during 
preparation.

*Use ohve oil or any other 
cooking oil to coat the surface 
of vegetables to add crispness

PUMPERS SUPPLY 
& EQUIPMENT 

658-3260
Backing the Hounds 

since1976

and to hold on spices and sea­
sonings.

With BBQ season comes 
tasty seasoned foods that may 
cause frequent heartburn, or 
heartburn that occurs two or 
more days a week. Davis, a 
frequent heartburn sufferer 
himself, understands the im­
portance of protection.

Those like Mike, who don’t 
want to let frequent heartburn 
stand in the way of enjoying 
the foods they love, can take 
Prilosec OTC, the number one 
branded frequent heartburn 
medication. Prilosec OTC is 
the number one doctor recom­
mended acid reducer according 
to a 2007 Wolters Kluwer au­
dit, and the number one phar­
macist recommended OTC 
heartburn medicine according 
to the Pharmacy Times.

Davis also has some safety 
tips for fellow grillers:

* Pay careful attention to 
pork and poultry. You must 
make sure both meats are prop­
erly cooked through.

* Always grill in a well ven­
tilated area, away from eaves 
and overhangs that can trap 
toxic fumes.

* Keep a full water bucket 
handy in case flames get out of 
control quickly.

SOPPOt
Charlie Pierce 

Michael & Terry Bartley

658-3559

LARSON
PHARMACY

Larry & Beth Staggs
657-3210

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 • Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital 
Liability • Workers’ Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment
P.O. Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
FDWHDEW imw Muiwia comwncN ttguiwiK

LENDER

http://agrisk
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Allen the * reality* o f Three Rivers Foundation

Brian Allen looks across Main Street in Quanah toward the old Texan Theater, a 
building slated for restoration and rehabilitation, while contractor Stephen Barker 
looks at an old picture of the same building and Wayne Bell, Main Street architect, 
prepares to take a picture for his records. Allen is the chief operating officer of Three 
Rivers Foundation for the Arts and Sciences, owner of severai buildings in the historic 
commercial district in Quanah. Bell’s visit was in 2008. During the past two years, 3RF 
has completed some downtown Quabah projects and kept other buildings stabilized 
for future renovation. 3RF also operates a dark-sky astronomy campus southwest 
of Crowell.

Photo By Hanaba Munn Welch

Editor’s note:
Three Rivers Foundation 

for the Arts and Sciences 
(3RF) is a private 
foundation that’s making a 
difference in two small West 
Texas towns — Crowell and 
Quanah.

In this issue o f The Knox 
County News, an interview 
with Brian Allen, 3RF chief 
operating officer, is the 
second ofa Blackburn Media 
Group series o f installments 
about the foundation and 
the difference i t ’s making 
in the two communities and 
across the area.

Quanah is home to 3RF 
Arts and also home to 
Allen’s uncle, Fred Koch, 
M. D., 3RF founder and 
chief executive officer. (Last 
week’s The Knox County 
featured an introductory 
nterview with Koch, who

divides his time between his 
hometown and a secondary 
residence in Australia.) 
Several buildings in 
downtown Quanah’s
historic district are owned 
by the foundation.

In Crowell, offices for 
3RF Science are on Main 
Street, and Comanche 
Springs Astronomy Campus 
lies west o f town amid 
dark-sky ranching country 
perfect for viewing the stars 
far from interfering city 
lights.

The aim of 3RF is to 
enhance life in small town 
America, particularly in the 
realms o f science and the 
arts and especially through 
education.

Brian K. Allen is the 
nephew o f Dr. Fred 
Koch and President and 
COO o f the Three Rivers
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Foundation. Allen is the 
“reality” behind Dr. K och’s 
dreams o f what 3RF could 
become. As President and 
C hief Operating Officer o f 
the Foundation, Brian is 
responsible for the daily 
operations.

“I ’m sort o f a catch-all,” 
says Allen. “I take care of 
everything from accounting, 
HR, to employees. 
Basically anything that isn’t 
programming.”

Allen has been the 
driving force behind 3RF 
since taking his position. 
He was recently tasked 
with completing the new 
bunkhouse at the Comanche 
Springs astronomy campus, 
including designing the 
building and the delegation 
o f the construction. All o f 
this work is a part o f the 
3RF goal to maximize the 
potential o f small towns.

“It’s everybody else’s 
responsibility to make 
Fred’s dreams a reality,” 
says Allen. “We identify 
areas where 3RF can make 
an impact, and decide how 
to go about implementing 
those ideas. In the 60s the 
majority o f the electronics 
that Americans used were 
made in the USA, now very 
few o f the electronics that 
we use are manufactured

Front Porch 
Quilts

940 - 454-2000

Legal Notice

here. Our hope is that 
promoting math and the 
sciences and the arts can 
lead to the intellectual 
capital to make that happen 
again.”

Allen explains that 3RF’s 
goal is to make their students 
marketable on a worldwide 
stage. 3RF has been buying 
buildings in Quanah, and 
turning those buildings 
into venues to promote the 
arts and sciences. The main 
question that they ask when 
taking on these projects is: 
“how can we blend this all 
together?”

“W hether you’re a school 
kid or 90 years old,” says 
Allen, “you can still learn.”

Allen and the rest o f 3RF 
know that small towns have 
a lot to offer, and they want 
to communicate that as best 
they can.

“I think these small 
towns, they have to 
embrace who they are and 
turn it into a positive.” 
says Allen. “We need more 
people embracing what our 
natural resources have to 
offer. When people come 
to downtown Quanah they 
see crumbling buildings, 
3RF sees performance arts 
venues and art galleries.”

“Creating experiences is 
what 3RF is all about,” says 
Allen. “We want to create 
that unique opportunity that 
no one has. We’re certainly 
not the first ones to try it, 
but we can be a part o f the 
revitalization.”

Small towns using their 
resources to their advantage 
has worked out well for 
many small towns in Texas 
and Oklahoma. Look no 
further than Marfa, Texas, 
which was once on the brink 
o f extinction and is now a 
thriving artist’s colony.

“We’re working hard to 
try to make Quanah and 
Crowell destinations,” 
says Allen. “W hether it’s 
astronomy or an event at 
one o f the 3RF venues. We 
had our first wedding (at the 
church that 3RF renovated 
in Quanah) a few weeks 
ago. Why couldn’t Quanah 
become a destination for 
weddings or other events?”

For now 3RF surges 
forward against the tide that 
is sweeping more and more 
people to urban population 
centers.

“Most people drive 
through Quanah on 287 
and never even turn down 
Main Street,” says Allen. 
“Which is typical o f many 
West Texas towns. We’re 
gonna keep all o f doors 
open, you never know when 
opportunity may come 
knocking.”

B E N J A M I N  
N E WS B y Gladene Green

Gladene Green
Last week it was talk about 

rain. This week, it’s the 
heat that’s the main thin on 
folks’ minds. And there are 
sprinklers going in several 
places- A reminder once 
again, that it doesn’t take 
long to dry out even after 7 
or 8 inches of moisture.

Regarding Our 111
Reports on Jack Waldron is 

that he continues to improve 
after his bout with viral 
meningitis. Of course, still 
has a lot to do before he’s 
completely well, but he is 
making progress. It’s good to 
report that.

Jonnie Williams seems a 
little better- That according to 
her family. She’s still pretty 
weak but has been given 
some blood so that should 
strengthen her and give her 
more energy.

Word on David Milson 
is that he had 4 heart stints 
on Wed. It was first though 
he would have two, but 
found out he needed four. 
He’s doing pretty well, & 
hopefully, he will be able to 
begin chemo soon. David’s 
mom, Bo, was in Dallas 
last week & went on to San 
Antonio with her other son, 
Shane, to see David’s son, 
Tanner, play in the All-Star 
Game (basketball) tonight 
(Mon). Tanner is enrolled at 
North Carolina State where 
he will further his education. 
Please keep David & his 
family & these other friends 
in prayer.

Sympathy
I send sympathy to the 

Sammy Grindstaff family 
today. Sammy died on Thurs. 
after several months of failing 
health. His funeral was Fri. at 
O ’Brien cemetery.

Here ‘N There
Judy and Randy Barnett 

spent last week at their 
“other” home in Alvin, Texas. 
Their grandchildren. Cay den 
and Cheyenne Conner of 
Lubbock made the trip with 
them & visited places of 
interest including the San 
Jacinto Monument & a trip to 
Galveston. Judy said the kids 
enjoyed it, but were ready to 
come home when the week 
was over.

Lorene Powers was in San 
Angelo a few days last week

to be with her granddaughter 
Shelly & family. Shelly has 
a new baby boy bom on Fri 
Last report was that things are 
going pretty well & Lorene 
should be home sometime 
this week.

Mike and Debbie 
Moorhouse visited her cousin 
Given & family at Bedford 
during the weekend.

It was a wonderful several 
days for a few “Benjaminites” 
last week who made a trip 
to Hawaii. Enjoying the 
wonderful time were Ricky 
& Kaitlyn Acevedo, Raquel 
Acevedo, Jessica Vanderpol, 
Tyler Collins & Chaz Myers 
who lives in Seymour.

Bob K  Patti Tavemia of 
Fredrick, Maryland spent 
several days here last week 
with her mom, Earlene 
Meinzer & her brothers, Rick 
and Wyman & their families.

I attended the wedding of 
San juana Jasso & Michael 
Gallegos at St. Joseph Church 
in Rhineland Saturday 
afternoon. Other Benjamin 
folk attending were Kim 
Moore, Samijo & Shelby 
Russell, & Cody Propps. Later 
on Sat, I attended Eva Flores 

birthday party at the 
Catholic Church fellowship 
hall in Knox City. Lots of 
Eva’s friends & many family 
members came by between 
the hours of 3 7 5 to wish 
her Happy Birthday & offer 
wishes for many more. Eva 
& I go back a bunch of years 
from our days at Munday & 
Munday school. She is the 
former Eva Martinez.

Fred and Jan Carver’s 
grandson, Ricky Carver & 
family, visited a couple of 
days last week. Ricky & his 
family have been living in 
California but are back to 
Texas( Abilene) to make their 
home. Everyone is sure glad 
they will be closer to family. 
Stacia Antilley of Wingatehas 
been here helping Fred do 
some farming since the rain.

During the weekend, Jan 
Carver, Pam Duke, & Carol 
Dickson, along with other 
members of the Brazos 
Valley Quilt Guild attended 
the annual Quilters Retreat 
at Ranger Creek near Vera. 
They always enjoy this time 
away from town with plenty 
of good food & lots to do.

Stamp Cancellation in 
Benjamin Aug, 18

The Texas Plains Trail 
Region in partnership 
with the US Post Office is 
excited to let you know that 
there will be a special Knox 
County Stamp Cancellation 
in Benjamin on August 18,

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMSHOSPITAL DISTRICT

Your hometown healthcare team.

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.
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2010 at the Post Office at 
11:00 a.m. Knox County is 
# 33 of the 52-Counties that 
we will be visiting. This 
TPTR stamp cancellation 
project was the creative 
idea of photographer Rick 
Vanderpool.

There will be 
representatives from the 
Plains Trail visiting Benjamin 
and Knox County on that 
day. We would love the 
opportunity to speak to your 
local 4* and 7* Grade history 
students as the Plains Trail 
Region Organization offers 
an abundance of resources 
that will aid in informing 
students about their local/ 
county/regional/and state 
history. Also we would enjoy 
an opportunity to present a 
program for any of your local 
organizations. To find out 
more about the Plains Trail 
Special Stamp Cancellation 
Project, you can visit the 
following link: http://www. 
texasplainstrail .com /index. 
aspx?page=1440 . Knox 
County will be highlighted on 
our website as “County of the 
Week” that same week. Visit 
us at: www.TexasPlainsTrail. 
com. Please give me a call 
if you have any questions at 
806-231-3479.

Thanks for 
Reading!

http://www
http://www.TexasPlainsTrail
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Set your sights on Deer Fest 2010
Get ready to enjoy the 

second annual Deer Fest. 
All proceeds from this 
event on August 1'̂  at the 
MPEG in Wichita Falls will 
help fund the Adopt A Box 
Program. Adopt A Box is 
a local charity designed to 
provide children in need 
with basic hygiene items. 
Deer Fest and Operation 
Game Thief will team up to 
bring their “Wall of Shame” 
trailer to Wichita Falls. The 
“Wall of Shame” features 
some of North Texas’ largest 
game animals killed illegally 
and confiscated by Game 
Wardens

Other attractions include 
tons of vendor booths, the 
Deer Fest Calling Contest, 
Texas Junior Anglers Catch 
tank where kids catch real fish

C lassifieds get 
results!

L^al Notice
Open-House Style Public 

Meeting
Statewide Long-Range

IVansportation Plan 2035

The Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT), in 
cooperation with the Federal 
Highway Administration, 
will host the second series 
of open-house style public 
meetings for the development 
of the Statewide Long-Range 
Transportation Plan 2035. 
This plan will establish a 
framework for addressing 
the challenges of our 
aging infrastructure, urban 
densification, and a growing 
population through 2035. 
The plan will also address 
the need for improvements 
to all modes of transportation 
including roadways,
pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, transit, freight 
rail, passenger rail, airports, 
water ports, pipelines, and 
Intelligent Transportation 
Systems.

The purpose of this second 
series of meetings is to 
present project updates and 
to solicit comments and input 
to aid in the development of 
the plan. Information will be 
available for viewing at the 
meetings, including exhibits 
and videos about the status 
and results of the study to- 
date. Representatives from 
TxDOT will be in attendance 
to discuss the development 
of the plan and answer 
questions. Forms will be 
provided for submitting 
written comments.

The open-house style public 
meeting in the Childress 
area will be held on August 
3,2010 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 
pm at: Childress District
TxDOT TVaining Room, 
7599 US 287, Childress, TX 
79201

Information regarding
additional meeting locations 
throughout the state can be 
found at www.txdot.gov. 
key word: transportation
plan 2035 or by calling the 
project’s toll-free information 
line at 1-888-5-TX-PLAN (1- 
888-589-7526).

For those unable to attend 
the open-house style public 
meeting, written comments 
can be submitted on the 
project website at: www.txdot. 
gov, key word: transportation 
plan 2035; by email at: TPP_ 
txtranplan@dot.state.tx.us; or 
by mail to: Peggy Thurin, RE., 
Project Manager, Statewide 
Transportation Plan 2035, 
4544 Post Oak Place, Suite 
224, Houston, Texas, 77027.

Persons with special 
communication or
accommodation needs may 
call Barbara Seal, 940-937- 
7288 for assistance. Requests 
should be made no later than 
three days prior to the meeting. 
Every reasonable effort will 
be made to accommodate 
needs.

and a kids coloring contest. In 
fact one comer of the exhibit 
hall will be designated as 
Kids Comer! And make sure 
you also dress up the kiddos 
for our cutest kid in camo 
contest.

You can bid on fantastic 
silent auction items from 
9-5 p.m., everything from 
theater tickets to cowboys 
boots will be up for grabs 
there. We will also have a 
live auction at 3 pm. There 
are some great hunts to bid 
on in the live auction, as 
well as autographed guitars 
from Willy Nelson, George 
Straight and the entire lineup 
from Shrinefest, furniture, 
tickets for the Dr. Phil show 
and more.

Todd and Tia Cast from the 
reality show TNT Outdoor

Explosion will once again 
join the fun this year to 
share some of their hunting 
adventures that take them 
all over the World to track 
down a plethora of different 
game species. You will 
also hear from Brian Doty 
a professional hunter who 
hosts the Xtreme Outdoor 
Adventures or XOA-TV show 
as well as “Backstage and 
Outdoors with Brian Doty” 
that broadcast on radio shows 
all over Texas.

Join us in a family friendly 
day of hunting and fishing fun 
while supporting the Adopt A 
Box Program.

Kids under 5 are free. 
Tickets are 5 dollars.

For Ticket or Booth 
Information Contact Dawn 
Thompson @ 940-704-2984

Want to view your paper 
online too?

If you
have a subscription to

The Knox County News for 1 year, you can add 
the online version for only for

ONLY $10
knoxcountynewsonline.com

Just Jeff
July 20th

This week, let’s go back to 
my love Politics. I just don’t 
get it, so I must ask, “why”? 
As in, “Why must we do 
everything we can to hurt 
our own country?” or “Why 
last August did the Wall 
Street Journal report that the 
Obama Administration lend 
billions of dollars to Brazil 
for offshore drilling?” “Why 
are we making it so hard for 
our own companies to drill in 
America?” Maybe we need 
to get back to worrying about 
ourselves and less about 
everyone else.

They have also filed a 
lawsuit on Arizona, Louisiana 
offshore drilling and passed a 
ridiculous healthcare package 
that they (by they, I mean the 
democratic senators- not one 
republican voted for it) will 
not have to use. See they have 
their own healthcare, and they 
opted out of using the one we 
(the American “commoner”) 
will be forced to use.

How long will this last, 
and what is next? This new 
financial reform they just 
passed will kill the small 
banks, but help all the big 
banks. A group of radical 
Muslims want to build a 
Mosque at the site of the 
World Trade Center. That is 
Horse Crap- can you imagine 
building a tribute to Hitler 
at the site of the Auschwitz 
concentration camp. It just

floors me what is going on in 
this country. This is just more 
reason to be so thankful we 
live in Knox City.

I had to go to Wal-Mart 
last week with Michelle .We 
had to grab some fabric for 
a project she is doing. I hate 
Wal-Mart. I would rather have 
my head sewn to the carpet 
than to have to go to one. I 
figure if Abilene ever needs 
an enema it will be at one of 
the Wal-Mart locations.

They have already put 
up school supplies, which 
renunded me. Have you ever 
noticed how crazy a normal 
woman becomes in the 
school supply or Halloween 
aisle? They are like bulldogs 
marking their territory. If 
I am pushing the basket, I 
always move out of the way 
and say excuse me. If I see an 
older lady and she is trying to 
reach or get something heavy 
I always ask if they need 
help. Does Michelle? Heck 
no. If they are in her way 
they better hope the electric 
scooter can get going. She, 
and those other crazy ladies, 
are out for blood. If you really 
wanna laugh, go to Wal-Mart 
after 11 pm. I wonder if some 
people own mirrors... I mean, 
when a women is pushing 
3 bills, she does not need to 
wear anything that may let 
her skivvies stick out. And 
please make sure your tattoos 
are spelled correct.

It is just not the ladies either, 
this guy who has not even 
stood in the rain in a month 
comes strolling by with his 
old lady; I am talking badly 
in need of a bath. A hint for 
everyone who can read: Take 
a Bath with soap once a day it 
will make you more popular I 
promise. Anyway ol’ stinky is 
talking to his gal and he says 
in his loudest voice “Jenna, 
I don’t wanna go get this boil 
lanced, I don’t want all them 
people up at the hospital 
looking at my goods.” Well 
I dum sure didn’t wanna see 
it, because I about lost supper 
just hearing that. Where in the 
heck do these people grow 
up? Kenya? No, I am sorry 
that is where our president 
grew up.

I would like to wish 
Michelle Happy B-Day. It 
will be the 25th anniversary 
of her sweet 16. She is 
getting a little age on her but 
with age comes wisdom.

My citizen of the week 
is Dr. Duke. I really have 
been very impressed with 
this young man. He leaves 
Benjamin to go to Tech, 
becomes a great doctor. 
Then has the audacity to 
give up the big bucks to 
move back home. What a 
class act.. Dr. Duke, Thank 
You for making KC a much 
healthier and better place 
to live.

God Bless

Tax breaks for job seekers who were previously employed
y j E R N O N 2010 Fall
C o l l e g e

■  Vernon-Wchha Falls 
w w w .v e rn o n c o lle g e .e d u

& Fall I

Registration
Campus Connect Registration

Now-August 11
Vernon Registration August 17 

W ichita Falls Registration August 18 & 19
See schedule for registration times.

Classes begin A ugust 21

Vernon College —  the best connection you’ll ever make!

DALLAS -  Many people 
may be unaware that it is 
possible to deduct some job 
search expenses on their 
federal tax return, though you 
cannot deduct such expenses 
if you are looking for a job 
for the first time.

“Even so, this is good 
informationforfolkswhohave 
lost their job and who spend 
time updating resumes and 
attending career fairs,” 
said Clay Sanford, an IRS 
spokesman in Dallas. “If you 
are searching for another job

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BUDGET

The KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT will hold a public hearing 
on a Proposed Budget for the 2011 fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on August 9,2010 at 5:30 p.m., at the Knox County 
Appraisal District, Knox County Courthouse, Benjamin, Texas.

At 5:45 p.m. on August 9,2010, at the Knox County Appraisal District, Knox County 
Courthouse, Benjamin, Texas the Proposed Budget will be Adopted.

A summary of the Appraisal district Budget follows:

The total amount of the proposed budget $ 187,010

The total amount of increase over the 
Current year’s budget $0

The number of employees compensated
Under the proposed budget will be 4-1/2 (full time equivalent)

The number of employees compensated
Under the budget is 4-1/2 (full time equivalent)

The appraisal district is supported solely by payments from the local taxing units served 
by the Knox County Appraisal District.
If approved by the Knox County Appraisal District Board of Directors at a public 
hearing, this proposed budget will take effect automatically unless disapproved by the 
governing bodies of the county, school districts and cities and towns served by the 
appraisal district office.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection in the office of each of 
these governing bodies. A copy is also available for public inspection at the appraisal 
district office.

KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
P.O. BOX 47 BENJAMIN, TEXAS 79505-0047 

PHONE: (940) 459-3891

this summer, the related 
expenses could mean some 
tax breaks when you file a tax 
return next spring.”

To qualify for a deduction, 
the expenses must be spent 
on a job search in your 
current occupation. You may 
not deduct expenses incurred 
while looking for a job in a 
new occupation.

Youcandeductemployment 
and outplacement agency 
fees you pay while looking 
for a job in your present 
occupation, but if your 
employer pays you back in

a later year for employment 
agency fees, you must include 
the amount you receive in 
your gross income up to the 
amount of your tax benefit in 
the earlier year.

Amounts spent for
preparing and mailing copies 
of your resume to prospective 
employers usually are
deductible as long as you are 
looking for a new job in your 
present occupation.

If you travel to an area to 
look for a new job in your
present occupation, you

Continued on Page 8
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How about a challenge?
By CHRIS BLACKBURN

President Obama’s approval ratings continue to drop be­
cause the majority of Americans don’t like his policies. Many 
ardent Obama supporters could care less. They love the man 
and think he can do no wrong. That’s fine, but those poor ap­
proval ratings reflect the country’s mood and will lead to his 
defeat in November 2012.

Part of Obama’s problem are the clowns he’s surrounded 
himself with from his advisors to his Cabinet. In other words, 
he could have placed some real experienced talent at those 
positions, but seemingly went a different direction.

Another Obama problem is lack of a popular vision. 
Obama’s current agenda is not popular. If he stays the course, 
it will cost him.

So, what would you advise the president to do to get some 
momentum? If you were one of his advisors (and I know most 
of you are brighter than that so hear me out), what would you 
suggest the president do to boost moral and get the economy 
started.

If I were Obama’s Chief Advisor, the first thing I would do 
is to tell the man to hideout in the White House for a couple 
of weeks, maybe even a month.

I ’d tell him to send Press Secretary Robert Gibbs out to 
give his daily briefing, but inform the press that the president 
is working on something bold and big which will have a ma­
jor impact on humanity.

After “teasing” the public and getting everyone curious

about this bold plan. I ’d advise President Obama to take the 
stage during prime time to address the country.

Obama would then take center stage and challenge these 
United States. He would tell us that within the next decade, 
we are going to find a cure for cancer. We are going to find a 
cure and that cure is going to save millions of lives and bil­
lions of dollars.

Obama would continue: “Any country which can put a man 
on the moon can advance humanity past this horrible, expen­
sive disease which effects everyone in the country in some 
•way.”

Of course the president would then disclose an outline and 
appoint the top minds on the planet to see such an endeavor 
accomplished.

Over 1.2 million Americans will be diagnosed with cancer 
in the U.S. within the next year. Over 6(X),000 will die.

The impact of such a cure would be staggering and reaffirm 
that the American spirit is alive and well.

Of course, this is just a pipe dream. Even though I ’ll email 
and mail this column to the president with a note, I doubt it 
will ever get his attention.

It’s too bad. I honestly believe that with the proper resourc­
es and brain power, a modern-day version of the Manhat­
tan project or moon shot could be accomplished. I know it 
could.

A couple of weeks ago a woman in the former Soviet re­
public of Georgia turned 130, making her the oldest person on

Earth.
Antisa Khvichava, from western Georgia, was bom on July 

8, 1880, said Georgiy Meumishvili, spokesman for the civil 
registry at the Justice Ministry.

The changes which have occurred during her lifetime are 
staggering, even though life in her tiny mountain village is 
very simple.

Her birth certificate has been lost during the turbulent years 
which those in the region have experienced during her life­
time. There is documentation supporting the claim, like her 
work information. She was a tea and com picker and retired 
in 1965, when she was 85, the records say.

If in fact she is 130,1 sincerely hope she donates her body 
to science. In fact, someone should convince her to do just 
that and everything about her body and brain should be stud­
ied. I ’m very curious to know how on earth someone can live 
so many years?

Can you imagine 75 being middle aged?
“I’ve always been healthy, and I ’ve worked all my life - at 

home and at the farm,” said Khvichava on her birthday. The 
number “ 130” was largely displayed on her cake.

Amazing, if tme.

Copyright Christopher Blackburn 2010

Christopher Blackburn is the president o f Blackburn Media Group, 
owner o f this publication.

Toyota rapid acceleration case raises questions o f government motives

By RICK MANNING

Did the United States government deliberately use its regula­
tory enforcement power to damage Toyota, and benefit govern­
ment owned General Motors?

Reasonable people are asking this question around the world, 
as the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s early tests of Toyota’s supposed­
ly sticky accelerators have found that driver error was the cause 
of the problem, not faulty parts.

Just six months ago, the Obama Administration’s public rela­
tions machine was in full gear deriding Toyota for putting con­
sumers at risk, fining them more than $16 million, and declaring 
Toyota guilty for everyone in the world to hear. Lawsuits were 
filed. Congressional hearings were held, and most importantly 
Toyotas went unsold, while GM sales increased.

Now, it looks like this sudden acceleration problem was 
caused by, get this, drivers hitting the accelerator pedal rather 
than the brake, and Toyota owners not being smart enough to 
keep their floor mats from underneath the accelerator, causing it 
to stick in the fully-engaged position.

I guess that the government’s next step will be to require a 
safety yellow sticker on every dashboard that says, “Warning: 
Pressing down on the accelerator will result on sudden accelera­
tion.”

The real issue here is that the very motives of the government 
are in question in publicly convicting Toyota before any real evi­
dence had been collected.

Was the msh to judgment based upon the Obama Administra­
tion’s general dislike for every business, or was it based upon the 
need to jumpstart the sales of General Motors vehicles?

We will never actually know the truth.
Government control over functions that are rightly in the pri­

vate sector like auto manufacturing leads everyone to wonder 
whether regulatory justice is tmly blind, or are the regulators 
blinded from justice by the inherent conflict of interest of being 
competitors in the marketplace?

Imagine if a prosecutor and judge stood to benefit financially 
from the outcome of a case. That great oxymoron, legal ethics, 
requires that they not participate in the case in order to allow an 
indisputably, honest outcome to be achieved.

The foundation of our legal system is found in the Biblical 
Book of Deuteronomy which states, “Hear the disputes between 
your brothers and judge fairly, whether the case is between 
brother Israelites or between one of them and an alien. Do not 
show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike.”

Beyond the moral implications of ensuring that everyone gets 
a fair, impartial judgment, the assumption that the U.S. govern­
ment does not play favorites is foundational to our successful 
free enterprise system.

In many third world countries it is the norm for “favored” 
companies to receive government grants and other favored treat­
ment over their private sector competitors. This expectation of an 
uneven playing field serves as a great disincentive to developing 
new business ventures that are separate from the government- 
controlled enterprises with the economy and people suffering as 
a result.

The very fact that the question could be reasonably asked 
about the U.S. government’s motives in the Toyota sudden ac­
celeration case further undercuts the belief that winners and 
losers are created in our economy based upon innovation, guts, 
business acumen, hard work and a willingness to risk everything 
to achieve success. Instead, it reinforces the notion that who you 
know in DC, is more important than what you know in your busi­
ness.

So long as the U.S. government has a car czar who oversees 
the activities at General Motors and Chrysler Corporations, ev­
ery other auto manufacturer will always wonder whether these 
competitors are being tipped off to new regulations, and if they 
have any chance of getting a fair shake through the regulatory 
process.

Selling the federal government stake in GM and Chrysler is 
the only way to restore a belief that the many regulatory arms of 
the government are acting in good faith, rather than capriciously. 
This should be job one of the new Congress in 2011.

Extortion or Justice?
By ADAM BITELY

Late Thursday, in the aftermath of final pas­
sage of the Financial Takeover bill, it was an­
nounced that Goldman Sachs would pay a $550 
million settlement fee to the Securities and Ex­
change Commission in the civil suit where the 
SEC charged Goldman Sachs with fraud. Odd­
ly, this settlement seems to be accepted widely 
instead of drawing criticism that this may have 
been simple extortion.

This is not to say that Goldman Sachs did not 
defraud its customers into selling mortgage se­
curities in order to strike it rich on the housing 
market collapse. Rather, we will never know if 
that is what happened or not.

Considering that the SEC levied these charg­
es, which are very serious, in an effort to stop 
and expose bad practices, one would assume 
that the SEC would carry these charges through 
the Court system until a verdict was reached. Al­
leging that a party had committed acts of fraud 
is serious. And these types of actions should be

investigated. But to walk away from charges, 
albeit $550 million ahead, is cause enough for 
suspicion to rise.

One must wonder if the SEC was serious 
about its allegations. While $550 million is no 
small sum, excluding the fact that the amount of 
the settlement was the equivalent of two weeks’ 
profit for Goldman in the first quarter of 2010, 
one must wonder if this was a shakedown com­
mitted by the SEC.

Of the few powers granted to Government in 
the Constitution, one is to provide a justice sys­
tem which protects the rights of the people and 
the rights of the accused. If the government can 
levy charges against a corporation, then reach a 
settlement in which the government is awarded 
money without determining if there was any 
wrongdoing, then justice has not been reached.

If the government does not proceed with 
the case, dropping the charges in exchange for 
money, then why were charges brought forth 
in the first place. One would usually assume 
that charges were brought forth in order to stop

wrongdoing.
However, the governments dropping of 

the case raises one to question if the case was 
brought forth in good faith? Many Washing­
ton insiders question if the case was brought 
forth to coincide with Obama’s financial reform 
agenda. By dropping the case, the government 
does not engage in the discovery process thus 
leaving the questions of government timing and 
motives unanswered. Was this civil case simply 
a way for the government to hustle money from 
an organization they claim misled their custom­
ers without providing proper information on 
investments?

Clearly it was in Goldman Sachs’s best inter­
est for the case to go away. Having such high- 
level law suits on their hands is troublesome 
enough. But what does America learn from this 
charade?

It is clear that the government did not want 
to proceed with their charges. It is also clear 
that they prospered significantly from their ac­
cusations. But where is the justice? This smells

like crony capitalism.
In an age where distmst of government 

is at an all-time high, one would assume that 
the government bureaucracies that are charged 
with providing regulation to the financial mar­
kets would act responsibly now more than ever. 
Clearly, in the case of the $550 million settle­
ment with Goldman Sachs, someone at the SEC 
was very afraid that their actions would be sub­
jected to scmtiny in a court of law.

This just goes to show that handing more 
power to the government to investigate the ac­
tions of Wall Street power brokers only results 
in shakedowns, a lack of justice, and a lack of 
transparency.

If the government wants to bring a case 
against a corporation or labor union, they should 
be required to see it through the court system in 
order to provide certainty to the American pub­
lic that they are not engaging in legal extortion. 
This is the least that we should expect from 
them.

The Eco-Jihad
By TREVOR SIDES

The greenest kids on the block aren’t your 
Whole-Foods-buying, Prius-driving neighbors 
with the wind turbines in the backyard. No, the 
real champions of earth-friendliness are the faith­
ful followers of Islam.

Or so says the Prince of Wales, the royal high­
ness of eco-absurdism.

Speaking at the Sheldonian Theatre on June 9th, 
in a lecture to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies, Price Charles 
urged mankind to save the natural world through 
the means of “sacred traditions.” In the Prince’s 
ecumenically patchwork doctrine, our ruthless de­
struction of the environment stems from an igno­
rance of these sacred religious and spiritual tradi­
tions — most notably Islam.

The Fresh Prince of Fresh Air then went on 
to bemoan the fact that Islam’s “treasuries of ac­
cumulated wisdom and spiritual knowledge” — 
these “priceless” gifts to the world — are being 
overshadowed by the “dominant drives towards 
Western materialism.” You know, the barbaric 
notion that “to be truly modem you have to ape 
the West.” If only we could only follow Islam’s

“spiritual principles,” said Charles, then our envi­
ronmental worries will be over!

It’s all very clear now. For the last decade, we 
right-wing Islaunophobes have had it all wrong. 
We’ve thought that bin Laden and the like were 
waging their jihad in the name of Allah. But in 
reality, their global stmggles have been about the 
restoration of a clean, un-Westernized eco-Eden.

Ergo, if you’re of the Islamic tradition and you 
want to save “the environment” and still get a 
guaranteed spot with the 72 virgins, fly planes into 
buildings. Blow up the London Tube. Smuggle C4 
on a plane via your underwear. Park a car bomb 
in Times Square. Stage a “massacre” on a flotilla 
in Israeli waters. Because the worst polluters and 
C02-contributors to Allah’s delicate creation are 
those damned Westerners with their affluent life­
styles. Felling the Great Satan — surprise-surprise 
— has nothing to do with a world-wide caliph­
ate after all. Just greener lives for those of us still 
alive.

This Islamic eco-platitude works just fine if you 
view the world through multicultural-colored win­
dows. But reality has a way of smashing thinly- 
paned glass.

Not more than a week after Prince Charles’s

hour-long tribute to Islam’s greener side, mem­
bers of the Muslims Against the Cmsades (MAC) 
group berated British soldiers during their unit’s 
homecoming parade in a neighborhood of Bark­
ing, Essex. Prince Charles was undoubtedly sur­
prised that the MAC’s protest had nothing to do 
with the soldiers’ Westernized affluence and car­
bon footprints.

“‘This is a protest against parading in a Mus­
lim area. We love death the way you love life,” 
shouted one MAC member. “Butchers return” and 
“Murderers” were zdso common refrains from the 
MAC contingent.

Muslims cut from this kind of cloth care noth­
ing at all about the state of the “environment.” And 
about their “sacred traditions” — do those include 
female genital mutilation? Honor killings? What 
about their contributions to architecture and math? 
Nope. As scholar and author Rodney Stark points 
out, Muslims never “had” it. “The civilization we 
typically associate with Islam was in fact the civi­
lization of the Christians and Jews they were rul­
ing,” said Stark in a recent interview. “When those 
Christians and Jews finally disappeared, so too did 
that advanced ‘Muslim’ civilization.” Oh, well. At 
least NASA is here to make them feel good about

their cultural legacies.
One of the more dangerous revelations from 

this episode is that environmental doomsayers, 
like Prince Charles, will bark up any tree that 
they think will “save” the “planet.” Climategate 
brought the pure, wind-driven science of climate 
change urgency to a screeching halt, and now it’s 
time for religion — Islam to save the day. It’s ab­
surd simply writing that. How absurd must it feel 
to actually believe this nonsense?

I’m not normally a fan of Christopher Hitchens, 
but he made some pertinent observations about 
Charles’ speech. In an article in Slate, Hitchens 
assures us that the Prince’s remarks drew some 
“wolfish smiles among his Muslim audience.” 
Hitchens then went on to quote a document pub­
lished by the Islamic Forum of Europe — “a group 
dedicated to the restoration of the Islamic Caliph­
ate” and not the saving of the environment — 
stating that the “primary work” in establishing a 
global Islamic state “is in Europe, because it is this 
continent, despite all the furor about its achieve- 
rhents, which has a moral and spiritual vacuum.”

And the Prince of Wales is first among the vac­
uous.



PAGE EIGHT THE SNLQX THURSDAY, JULY 22, 2010

,IT

¥
#  0 ^ ..

A

n .

J. W. Sollis, octogenarian director of the Bobby Boatright Western Swing Music Camp, 
takes horseshoe in hand Monday to demonstrate his pitching style. Recreational 
breaks are part of the routine at the fiddle and guitar camp, but most of the day is 
devoted to instruction. Lessons in traditional West Texas dancing and jamming are 
evening activities. Watching Sollis are the Finley brothers from Munday and, far right, 
a fellow-student from Pampa.

Photo by Vikiann Gunter
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Munday resident Cole 
Redwine concentrates 
Monday on his fiddle 
technique. He’s one 
of several youngsters 
studying music this week 
in Goree at a Western 
Swing Music Camp. Some 
studentsareolder, including 
87-year-old fiddler Jack 
Drury. Age differences 
don’t keep students and 
instructors from making 
music together in nightly 
jam sessions. The camp 
closes Thursday with a 
concert at 1 p. m. in the 
downtown bank building.
Photo by Vikiann Gunter

Knox County heritage tourism promoter Remelle Farrar visits Saturday night with J 
W Sollis, music promoter and director of the 2010 Bobby Boatright Western Swing 
Music Camp for fiddle and guitar. In the background is Wichita Falls attorney Cyndi 
Schenk, fiddle student, and her dog, Clara. In the background is the old First National 
Bank building, a historic corner building that is the focal point of downtown Goree. 
The music camp started Monday with most activities held at the old Goree School.

Photo by Hanaba Munn Welch

Munday resident Shannon Reeves, 
beginning guitar student, listens closely 
to his instructor Monday at the Bobby 
Boatright Western Swing Music Camp 
at Goree. Reeves’ older sister, Sarah, is 
taking fiddle. The camp is in its tenth year, 
but this year marks the first time for the 
camp to be held at Goree.

Photo by Vikiann Gunter

May I have this dance? Brady Finley asks Cyndi Schenk to dance Monday evening at 
the Bobby Boatright Western Swing Music Camp in Goree. One of the school rooms 
serves as the dance instruction area. The lessons, a new feature of the curriculum, 
help the students learn rhythms and appreciate some of the traditions of their own 
culture.

Photo by Vikiann Gunter
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more complex, where 
harmony means something. 
The chord progressions —  
excuse the pun —  they’re off 
the charts.”

Johnny Boatright talks 
easily about western swing, 
but it’s a little harder for him 
to talk about his late brother. 
Tears come.

“J.W. (Sollis, camp 
director), asked me to come 
last year,” Boatright said, 
talking about the camp. “It 
was just too soon after Bobby 
passed away. This year had 
its trepidations. Once here, 
all that was like a wisp of 
smoke. It takes me back to my 
own childhood when I was

MUSIC CAMP
learning. It seems like Daddy 
was always teaching kids.” 

This year’s camp drew 
mostly youngsters, ages 10 
and older. Adults also enrolled, 
including Jack Drury, 87. 
Camp director Sollis is only a 
few years his Junior.

The music spans the 
generations. Many songs 
aren’t familiar to young ears.

Guitar student Ashley 
Wheeler, 17, is learning the 
words to “I’m Confessin’,” a 
1930s song popular in the Big 
Band Era.

“I love the old songs,” she 
said. “A lot of them I’ve never 
heard before.”

Agewise, Johimy Boatright

found himself somewhere 
in the middle of it all. When 
other responsibilities forced 
him to leave the camp a day 
early, he directed his farewell 
speech mainly to the younger 
set.

“You represent everything 
his ideal was about,” he told 
the students, referring to his 
brother’s standards. “It’s an 
honor to be part o f this. Good 
luck with your fiddle playing, 
your guitar picking. Play with 
your heart. It’s a no-miss 
situation.”

The camp ended last 
Thursday, July 15th, with a 1 
p.m. concert at the old bank in 
downtown Goree.

Annual Yearbook that Mrs. 
Dillon sponsored yearly. 
“Along with the students help,” 
Tammie says, “I produced 26 
yearbooks starting with carbon 
copy drawings of each page 
and advancing [over 26 years] 
to pages submitted using an 
Internet based program.”

Tammie’s classroom, a 
building separated from the 
actual school building, in a 
place adjacent to the school, 
just across the road, was 
not just a place for learning, 
but a “refuge” for forlorn 
teenagers to seek counseling, 
find an open ear for their 
necessary complaining, 
locate the essential shoulder 
to help comfort through their 
complicated teenage years, or 
just chill out when the world 
was eating their lunch.

Tammie found the world 
of educating so prosperous 
that ^he continuously took her 
job to another level. If there 
was a job to be done, Knox 
City High school students and 
administration could always 
count on “Mrs. D” to pick up 
the slack. In 26 years, Mrs.

MRS.D.

Dillon, along with her normal 
teaching duties, served as 
the Annual Advisor, Grade 
book Coordinator for the 
High School; was the Senior 
Sponsor; Calendar Committee 
representative. Scholarship 
Committee representative; 
Educator Excellence Grant 
member; College Dual-Credit 
Coordinator for six years; Tech 
Prep Coordinator for 15 years, 
along with being a fiiend and 
advocate to all her students. 
Tammie was essential in 
receiving $4,000 in Grant 
Monies and UIL Computer 
Applications/ Accounting/ 
Spelling Coach.

In 26 years, Mrs. Dillon was 
able to see two generations of 
families undergo the grueling 
education process, witnessed 
children of former students 
graduate.

Yet, there will be no 
boredom for Tammie in her 
retirement years. She plans 
to spend more time with her 
four daughters and seven 
grandkids; help her husband, 
Jim, at the Greenhouse and 
work at the Dillons’ newly

acquired business- “Knox 
County Cleaners.” Tammie 
says, “I plan to stay involved at 
school as a parent helping with 
elementary activities.”

Tammie (AKA Mrs. Dillion, 
“Mrs. D,” or just plain “D”) 
would like to say to her former 
students, who shenow considers 
fiiends, “Abig ‘Thank You.’ as 
well, she would like to thank 
“the colleagues whose close 
fiiendships I will cherish, and 
to all of the parents for helping 
make the past 28 years not be 
just a job but ‘my life.’ I’m sure 
when the bells ring on August 
23,2010, a part of me will want 
to turn toward the high school 
as I have done. Jim and I have 
been involved with Knox City 
O’Brien CISD since 1973 
(38 years). Mr. and Mrs. “D” 
will continue to be a common 
greeting as they start this phase 
of their life in Knox City.”

The community of Knox 
City will forever cherish both 
Mr. and Mrs. Dillon, and the 
school district will surely 
will mourn the loss of such 
a wonderful teacher with a 
smile.
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