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Knox county schools get 2009-10 
accountability ratings; KCHS 
gets ‘exemplary’ rating
By Tamara smart

Once a year, the 3 school 
districts that make up the school 
system in Knox County get 
that tale-telling rating that lets 
them know how their students 
did the school year before 
on the Tacks. This rating, 
which is given by the TEA 
(Texas Education agency), 
is extremely important to 
sehool districts. According to 
the TEA website: ‘The two 
key responsibilities of the 
Texas Education Agency are 
assessingpublic school students 
on what they have learned and 
determining district and school 
accountabihty ratings. TEA 
provides an array of reports 
based on the results of student 
testing and other assessments. 
Another key fimction of the

agency involves testing and 
certifying educators to make 
sure they are prepared to 
deliver high quality education 
to the state’s schoolchildren.” 

These accountability ratings 
are based off the student’s 
average of the prior school 
year’s TAKS tests. These 
ratings can mean the difference 
of having an accredited school 
system, being eligible for 
state funds, or being able to 
put a sign on their front stoop 
declaring them “Academic 
Acceptable, or even better, 
“Recognized,” or the best of 
all, “Exemplary.”

Benjamin Schools yet again 
were “Recognized” with their 
scores on the Taks. This is the 
second year for them to get this 
honorable rating.

Munday CISD was also 
“Recognized” in both the 
Munday Secondary and 
Munday Elementary, giving 
their district also a recognized 
rating.

Knox City made strides, 
though, in the last year. In 
2009, the KC high scfrool 
was recognized- this year; 
they have been marked as 
“Exemplary,” which is the 
highest mark a school can 
get. The Middle School and 
the Elementary School were 
acceptable and recognized 
(respeetively), and the district 
rated as “Recognized”.

For more information 
on TEA ratings go to 
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/ 
p e rfrep o rt/acco u n t/2 0 10/ 
static/AZ.html

F ro m  th e  co u n ty  c le r k ’s o ffice
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF KNOX 
BE IT REMEMBERED 

on the 12th day of July, 
2010, there was conducted a 
REGULAR Meeting of the 
Honorable Commissioners’ 
Court of Knox County, Texas, 
at the Courthouse thereof, in

ossom s

(Boutique

Jill Kilgore/owner, 
stylist, nail tech 
111 N. Central, 

Knox City, Texas 
940-657-4011

Tuesday through 
Saturday 9-5 

Hair, nails, men’s 
cuts, waxing. 

Featuring Paul 
Mitchell products 

and services

the City of Benjamin, Texas, 
for the purpose of transacting 
any and all business that may 
lawfully be brought before 
the same.

The court met at: present: 
1:38 P.M. On the 12th day of 
july, 2010 County judge 
County clerk

Knox County Judge
Travis Floyd, called the 
Regular Meeting to order at 
1:38 P.M. Commissioners 
Johnny Birkenfeld, Jimmy 
Urbanczyk, Dan Godsey, 
and Johnny McCown were 
present. Also attending were 
County Attorney Megan 
Suarez, County Clerk
Annette Offiitt, County
Sheriff Dean Homstad, 
County Treasurer Rosie Ake, 
County Tax Assessor and 
Chief Appraiser Mitzi Welch, 
911 Director Pam Reed and 
County Court Coordinator 
Michelle Esquivel. The Court 
eonsidered the following 
matters as posted and filed 
for Record in the office of the 
County Clerk July 7, 2010.

There were no Public 
Comments.

Commissioner McCown 
made the motion seeonded 
by Commissioner Godsey to 
approve the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting held June 
14, 2010. The motion passed 
five to zero.

Commissioner Birkenfeld

made the motion to aceept 
the bid of $100.00 made 
by Jon Wiegand for Parcel 
# 5327, Block 3, West ‘A 
,Original Town site City 
of Munday and Parcel # 
12318,Blk 3, East Vi Original 
Town site City of Munday, 
Commissioner Godsey 
seconded, all agreed.

Commissioner Godsey 
made the motion to accept 
the bid of $300.00 made 
by Stephen G and Karen K 
Shahan for Parcel # 6946, 
Block 114, South V2 of Lot 
10, Reeves & Musser, City 
of Munday, Commissioner 
Urbanczyk seconded, all 
agreed.

Commissioner Urbanczyk 
made the motion seconded 
by Commissioner Birkenfeld 
to accept the bid of $300.00 
made by Allen E. And Phyllis 
A. Shahan for Parcel # 3689, 
Abstract 1801, Blk 2, See 56 
D & W RR, Knox City, All 
agreed.

Commissioner Urbanczyk 
made the motion to accept 
the bid of $194.00 made by 
Stephen G. and Karen K. 
Shahan for Parcel # 6945, 
Blk 114, Lot 9, Reeves & 
Musser, City of Munday, 
Commissioner McCown 
seconded, all agreed.

Commissioner Urbanczyk 
made the motion seconded

See COUNTY on Page 8

Knox citizens slice into some 
excitement at the 22nd Annual 
Watermelon Fest

By Tamara Smart
The best remedy for a 

hundred plus temperatures 
is a nice slice of cool 
watermelon... followed 
by homemade ice cream... 
and a ride of a mini-Ferris 
Wheel... followed by a stop 
at a temporary tattoo shop... 
followed by a free dip in a 
pool... next, maybe 18 holes 
of golf... and, of course, then 
the subsequent need for some 
more watermelon.

Last Saturday, July 31, 
that is exactly what most 
people in Knox City did for 
not only heat wave fighting 
intentions, but because it 
was the 22nd annual Don 
Johnson Watermelon fest in 
Knox City.

Every year, for 22 years 
now, the Knox City Chamber 
of Commerce has hosted 
the Seedless Watermelon 
Festival on the last Saturday 
in the month of July. Until 
only a few years ago, the 
watermelons were grown 
locally and were a big 
economic staple in the Knox 
Community. Now, with the 
aforementioned watermelon 
patch no longer a prevailing 
source of income in Knox, 
the lasting effect of it’s

Photo by Tamara Smart

presence for all those years 
still looms with events like 
the Watermelon Festival.

Every year. Watermelon 
Festival weekend kicks 
off with a parade where

Photo by Tamara Smart
anyone can enter- only one 
requirement: whatever (or 
whoever) enters must have 
a watermelon on them or 
See WATERMELON on 

* Page 8

Looking A head
AU Knox City H i]^ School 

students are invited to attend 
a POOL PARTY from 6-S 
on Wednesday, Aug. 5 at the 
Knox City pool.

O ’Brien Baptist Church 
will have a day long Vacation 
bible School on August 7***, 
starting at 9 aan. and not 
closing until after a Worship 
rally at 5 p,m. After the VBS 
is over, tiiat evening at 6 p.m 
there will be a hamburger 
supper for tite entire family. 
Regisfration will be on Aug. 
6, the day before ftte all day 
VBS, from 6- 7:30 at the 
Knox City Pool.

VBS- Knox City

Community Vacation Bible 
School is scheduled for 
Aug. 1-5.

This year, the First 
Baptist Church will host 
the weeklong “Round-up” 
for Christ. Aug. 1, VBS will 
begin at 5:30 at the Knox City 
Park, with registration & hot 
dogs, followed by Parental 
Supervised Swimming. The 
rest o f the week, the round
up will assemble at the First 
Baptist church of Knox City 
from 6 p.m- 8:30 p.m.

Knox City Elementary 
School (Grades PK-4) ^

Registration will begin 
at 1 p.m., Aug. 18 in the

Main Building on campus. 
Registration will end at 3. 
Please bring any record o f 
updated immunizations.

O ’Brien Middle School 
(Grades 5-8)

Registration will begin 
at 1 p.m., Aug, 18 in the 
Main Building on campus 
and will end at 3. Please 
bring any record of updated 
immunizations,

Knox City High School 
(Grades 9-12)

Registration will be 
held Aug. 18 in the High 

'School Library. Please 
/  bring any record of updated 

See LOOK ING AHEAD 
on Page 8

^  SEYMOUR MEDICAL SUPPLY
‘Home Town Service You Deserve!
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KC AREA CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

i

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -  Knox City
Jerry Vincent, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 aan. * Sunday Morning Worship at 10:55 am , 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6:30 p m ,»Mid Week, Wed. a t 6:30 pm . 

FBC Sunday School, and the worship services at 10:55 ajtn. and 6:30 pan. 
are telecast live on Classic Cable, channel 6 in ttoox City and O’Brien

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH- Knox City
Timothy Trimble, Pastor

Sunday School at 10:00 a m .»Sunday Morning Worship at 11:(K) 
am .

No Sunday Evening Service

ABUNDANT LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP-

Knox City
Tex Cox, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 am . '  Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 am . 
Sunday Evening C lares 5:00 p.m. • Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 

pm . Wednesday Pmyer Warriors 6:00 p.m. 
’Dk:ovenng God’s Word” radio broadcast Sunday mornings on AM 

1400 The River 8:20 - 8:50 am .

FOURSQUARE CHURCH -  Knox City 
Gary A. Schnable, Pastor 

Sunday Morning Worship at 10:50 am .
Sunday Evening Worship a t 6 pm . • Mid'^W^k, Wed. at 6:30 p.m. 

Mens Prayer Breakfast 6:<W am. Wednesday Morning

SANTA ROSA CATHOLIC CHURCH BILINGUAL- Knox City 
Father Charles Gorantia • D^con Ben Vasquez 

Sunday Mass at Noon

LIBERTY COMMUNITY C.O.G.LC- Knox City
Gene Ward Jr., Pastor

Sunday Sdhool - 9:45 am . ♦ Sunday Morning Services -11 am . 
Monday Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm .

ST, JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH -  RWneland 
Father Charles Gorantia v Deacon Jim Novak 

Monday through Fnday mornings, 8 am . Mass 
Saturday Mass at 5 p.m, * Sunday Mass at 10:30 am .

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH -  Beryamin
Sunday School at 10 am . * Sunday Mornn^ Worship at 11 am .

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -  Benjamin
Timothy TVimble, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a m , '  Sunday School at 10:30 am .

GILLESPIE BAPTIST CHURCH -  Gillespie
Matt Harrington, Pastor

Sunday School at 10 am . '  Sunday Mornii^ Worship at 11 am . 
Sunday Evening Worship at 6 pm . • Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm .

CHURCH OF CHRIST -  Benjamin
Bible Study at 9 a m .»Sunday Morning Worship at 10 am .

THE BELIEVERS’ CHAPEL ~ Highway 222
WJ). Smith, Pastors*

Sunday School at 9:30 am . -  Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 am . 
Mid-Week, Wednesday at 7:30 pm .

O’BRIEN BAPTIST CHURCH -  O’Brien
Jim Reid, Pastor

Sunday School at 9:45 am . • Sunday Morning Worship at 11 am . 
Sun^y  Evening Worship at 6 pm ., Mid-Week, Wed. at 6 pm . 

Sunday Mornings on KVRP97.1 at 9:05 a.m.

WEINERT FOURSQUARE CHURCH 
Rob Harrison, Pastor 

Sunday Mmming Winship at 11 am .

MUNDAY CHURCH OF CHRIST
Adrian Fletcher, Pastor

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS BROUGHT TO YOU 
EACH WEEK BY THESE GENEROUS SPONSORS:

G rady M urry
Grady Elmer Murry 

peacefully passed into the 
loving arms of his Savior 
and Lord on July 23, 2010 
surrounded by his family.

Services will be held at 
10:30 A.M., Monday, July

26, 2010, in the Sanctuary 
of First Baptist Church in 
Plainview, with Dr. Travis 
Hart officiating. Burial will 
be Monday afternoon in 
O’Brien Cemetery under the 
care of Komerstone Funeral 
Directors of Plainview.

r Policy
! be mailed to th e :

Letters to the Editor
Letters should be no more than 200 words and can be mailed to the Knox  
County N ew s 110 N  Central A ve, Knox City, T X  79529 . Please include 
your street m ailing address (no P.O. boxes), daytime phone number and 
full name with signature. Our e-m ail address is kcnew s@ valom et.com

LETTER TO THE EDTIOR

G o d ’s P ro m ises
B y G ary Schnable
O ’Brien Baptist Church

God’s saying to us,
“Humor Me!”

“...Test me in this,” says 
the LORD Almighty, “and 
see if  I  will not throw open 
the floodgates o f heaven and 
pour out so much blessing 
that you will not have room 
enough for it” Malachi 
3:10b

Often when I buy 
something I will give more 
money than needed to make 
the change back easy for 
the cashier. Many times the 
cashier will say, “Sir you 
gave me too much” and I will 
reply just try it or “humor 
me”. Sheepishly they will do 
what I have asked and then 
marvel that it comes out to an 
easy amount to count back.

Well, our Heavenly Father 
many times will ask us to 
do something that seems 
odd to our thinking too. His

response? “Humor Me” or 
“Test Me”.

Church attendance for 
God is not optional to His 
kids. So, when He asks us 
to faithfully attend church... 
saying, “Humor Me and 
then watch what I ’ll do for 
you this week because you 
honored Me PM”

When you tithe (P* tenth 
of all our earnings); are you 
afraid to? He says, “Humor 
Me” then watch what I will 
do to your finances over 
time.. .you will be amazed!

Did you know respect for 
parents has a promise of long 
life; or giving the best on 
your job, love your neighbor 
(even the grouches), etc? 
God’s saying, “Humor me... 
Honor my wish...just trust 
Me and watch Me pour into 
your life more blessings than 
you ever thought possible. 
Weill you “Humor Him”? 
He will amaze you with His 
response of blessing!

To the Editor:
National Public Radio’s 

Morning Edition recently 
broadcast a story profiling 
this camp in the Knox County 
town of Goree, along with 
the musicians who attend 
the camp and the music they 
perform.

Western swing is one of 
those special types of music 
that you don’t hear too often 
on the radio—and can’t get 
enough of either. But when 
you hear it, it stays in your 
mind forever.

You are very fortunate

to have this music in your 
area. So enjoy it, and may 
the musicians who attend this 
camp enjoy great success!

Sincerely, 
Stephen V. Gilmore 

10305 Shelter Rock Court 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

28214-8674 
704-391-5577-home 

980-254-2650-celPvoice 
mail

e-mail: stephenvgilmore® 
yahoo.-.CQm 

steveactuary@yahoo.
com

Dear Editor,
On Friday July 23rd, my 

sons girlfriend was in pink 
ladies and put down her purse 
(which was stupid) anyway 
someone took all my son’s 
money. I just want the per
son that took it, to know that 
they not only took from my 
son, but also took the money 
that would of bought food for

my granddaughter and the 
stuff she needed. I just hope 
you really needed the money. 
I know my granddaughter 
is doing without, because 
someone was not an hon
est person.

Toni Sanders 
P.O .Box 80 

Knox City, Texas 79529 
940-658-1090

Knox City and O^Brien 
registration, Aug. 18

Want to view your 
paper online too?

If you have a subscription to 
The Knox County News for 1 
year, you can add the online 

subscription for 
ONLY $10

knoxcountynewsonline.com

Note -  All students new to 
the district will need to bring 
the following documents: 
(1) Current Immunization 
Record (2) Certified Copy 
of Birth Certificate (3) 
Social Security Card (not 
the number but the actual 
card) (4) Previous School 
Information

Knox City Elementary
School (Grades PK-4)

Registration will begin 
at 1:00, Aug. 18, in the 
Main Building on campus. 
Registration will end at 3:00. 
Please bring any record of 
updated immunizations.

O ’Brien Middle School 
(Grades 5-8)

Registration will begin 
at 1:00, Aug. 18, in the 
Main Building on campus

and will end at 3:00. Please 
bring any record of updated 
immunizations.

Knox City High School 
(Grades 9-12)

Registration will be held 
Aug. 18, 2010 in the High 
School Library. Please 
bring any record of updated 
immunizations.

Seniors
Juniors
Sophomores
Freshmen

1:00-1:30
1:30-2:00
2:00-2:30
2:30-3:00

If you have any question 
please call:
Marsha Quade, Elementary 

Principal @ 657-3147 
Mark Tucker, Middle School 

Principal @ 657-3731 
Rick Moeller, High School 

Principal @ 657-3565

Knox County 
Hospital 

657-3535

O'Brien 
Co-op Gin 
658-3631 Thanks fo r  Reading!

RO. Box 188 
110 N. Central 

Knox Chy, Texas 79529 
940-657-3142 

FAX 940-658-3228
‘Since 1971, Knox County’s Oldest Established Newspaper” kcnews@vaiomet.com

The Knox County News
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POSTMASTER: Send FoAn 3579 to The Knox County News, P.O. Box 188, Knox City, TX 79529. Published weekly, 
110 North Central, Knox City, Knox County,Texas. Periodicals postage paid at Post Office^Knox City, Texas 79529.
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Exceptions may be granted only by 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
The Knox County News welcomes betters to the editor on any subject. All letters must be signed and will be published 

with the name of the writer. Letters must include an address and telephone number to allow verification. Please keep letters to 
a reasonable length. The editor reserves the right to edit any letter for any reason and to reject letters for publication for any 
reason. Letters deemed libelous and/or not for the public good will be rejected. Letters to the editor reflect the opinion of the 
writer and not necessarily that of The Knox County News.

SUBMISSION POLICY
The Knox Coun^ News reserves the right to reject unsolicited submissions for any reason. Articles and news items 

submitted are subject to be edited by KCN staff, Article and photo reprints submitted from other publications require the KCN 
to get permissions from copyright holders and owners. Such articles will be printed in the KCN dependent on time and space 
requirements.

PHOTO SUBMISSION POUCY
The KCN reserves the right to reject unsolicited photographs for any reason. Photographs submitted to the KCN wilt kept 
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Connect to Customer Choice
A S  THE ELECTRIC DELIVERY COM PANYthat. has been serving south and west Texas 
for more than 90 years, AEP Texas knows a thing or two about energy conservation. 
That's why we would like to share some low or no-cost tips with you on how to keep 
cool during these hot summer months.

One of the best ways to lower higher electric bills is to shop around for a less 
expensive retail electric provider (REP). Finding different offers can be done quickly 
and efficiently.

1) Visit the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) electric choice website at 
www.powertochoose.org. If you don't have access to a computer, you can call 
the PUCT's Electric Choice hotline at 1-866-PWR-4-TEX (797-4839).
Use the information you receive to contact different REPs to collect more 
information on various services and offers. Also contact your current REP at the 
number listed on your electric bill for other offers that may be available. Ask about 
contract terms and prices and be sure to look at the REPs' Electricity Facts Labels 
to make a good comparison.

2)

Need some help?
Customers having trouble paying their electric bills and wishing to avoid disconnection 
should discuss their concerns with their current retail electric provider. All REPs 
are required to offer deferred payment plans to eligible customers who express an 
inability to pay. Many REPs also offer balanced billing plans, which allow eligible 
customers to pay an average amount each month year-round.

Additionally, many community action agencies may be able to help with electric bills 
or energy efficiency programs. For more information, contact the Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) at 1-800-525-0657, e-mail at info@tdhca.state. 
tx.us or visiting one of the following websites.

www.aeptexas.com

mailto:kcnews@valomet.com
mailto:kcnews@vaiomet.com
http://www.powertochoose.org
http://www.aeptexas.com
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T he 501
by

Named for the historic FW&D Engine 501, The 501 is always 
exactly 501 words and dashes long, whatever the topic. Welch, 
a freelance writer for Blackburn Media Group, divides her time 
mostly between Abilene and the family farm north of Vernon.

In the realm of excuses for 
human failings, I have a new 
favorite. My concussion.

I can’t prove I had one, 
but it’s my hunch, and I’m 
sticking to it.

When I crashed off my 
bicycle last week, my spongy 
brain must have bounced 
around some, even if I didn’t 
lose consciousness. After all, 
when you fly over a set of 
handlebars and land hard on 
nothing but your upper lip 
and one elbow, every part of 
your body gets jarred, if not 
scarred.

Speaking of scars, my 
poor mangled upper lip is 
looking great. The stitches 
came out today, and I barely 
have a scar. I’m almost 
disappointed.

That leaves me with 
just my mangled yet-to-be- 
unstitched elbow to support 
the concussion theory, if that 
makes sense.

If it doesn’t make sense, 
well, what can I say? I’ve had 
a concussion.

Speaking of elbows, 
what a great place for a scar. 
Almost anything you do to an 
elbow is an improvement.

Back to concussions. 
Third time charai. My first 
two were worse but got me 
nowhere. This time I’m going 
to get some mileage out of a 
bad thing.

Back in the fourth grade, 
circa 1956, when a Flying 
Dutchman collision knocked 
me out, all I got out of the 
accident was a trip to town to 
see the doctor. That’s just one 
cut above staying in class. 
And I had to vomit to make 
that happen.

The second concussion 
was on a Saturday morning 
in 1984. Fellow-cyclists and 
I were riding on the north

side of Lake Pontchartrain. 
I was following too close. 
That crash knocked me out 
and even temporarily took 
my short-term memory. But 
by Monday morning, I was 
back at work in New Orleans, 
stitched and bandaged and 
putting in my day at work. 
That’s a weekend accident 
for you.

You probably think I 
wasn’t wearing a helmet 
when that one happened. 
Au contraire. My friend 
Karen, never one to do things 
halfway, had joined Mother 
Teresa’s order. Missionaries 
of Charity, and bequeathed 
me her old Bell helmet. 
If nuns wear helmets. I’m 
guessing they are issued by 
the church. I don’t know. 
I’m not Catholic. Anyway, if 
Karen hadn’t given me that 
helmet, I wouldn’t have been 
wearing one.

So, when I crashed that 
day, also an all-out over-the- 
handlebar incident -  aren’t 
they all? -  the sturdy helmet 
made the initial contact with 
the ground instead of my 
skuU. Here’s to helmets.

But I wasn’t wearing one 
last week. Karen’s not a nun 
anymore either.

If that doesn’t sound like 
a good excuse, well, what can 
I say? I’ve had a concussion.

One of the good things 
about the concussion excuse 
is that it works for more than 
just faulty logic. Last week, 
when I couldn’t recall the 
name of a new acquaintance, 
I simply said, “I’m going to 
have to ask you your name. 
I’ve had a concussion.”

It worked.
Maybe you think these 

lame thoughts are a poor 
excuse for a column.

I’ve had a concussion.

THE UDDER SIDE
Many of us use references 

to help us make decisions, 
confirm our beliefs, or for 
inspiration. Books (or online 
versions) like the Statistical 
Abstract of the United 
States, the Merck Veterinary 
Manual, the Bible, the Angus 
Herd Sire Registry or the 
Congressional Directory.

A recent acquisition for 
my audio parody library is 
a CD entitled The Udder 
Side, composed, recorded 
and available by Judy 
Williams at judyntom@ixi. 
net. It contains such titles 
as the dystocia calf’s lament, 
“Take These Chains From 
My Parts and Set Me Free!” , 
the grafted calf’s favorite 
“She Can’t Kick Me Now 
‘Cause Mama’s Tied!” and 
the spring-drive theme song, 
“Don’t You Ever Get Tired of 
Herding Me!”

Ms. Williams surely 
must be a cow psychologist, 
the way she can see inside 
their thinking. Since we all 
have global warming on our 
minds because the press and 
the Algorites keep pointing 
to cows as a major producer 
of greenhouse gasses, her 
song about Vegan F... 
Flatulations was spot on. It 
seems to me that most of the 
urban animal rights activists. 
Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra 
Club zealots and politically 
correct Luddites proclaim 
themselves vegetarians. It 
is a trade-off to maintain 
credibility. I mean, if you 
want to remove all trace of 
humans in the wilderness, 
release endangered wolves in 
downtown Beverly Hills or

ON THE  
EDGE OF 
COM M ON  

SENSE
by Baxter Black, 

DVM

Detroit, and think eating ice 
cream, cheese, hamburgers, 
spare ribs and chicken wings 
is tantamount to murder, then 
it is a sacrifice they should 
make.

However, there is a comer 
they have backed themselves 
into, that must give them 
consternation. I would 
assume that omnivores (the 
human race) who restrict 
their diet to only plants might 
experience a change in their 
visceral bacterial population. 
Now, I don’t know that as 
a fact. But if you’ve ever 
heard a faithful vegetarian 
claim that he got sick from 
eating broth that had been 
stirred with a spoon they’d 
used to serve the chile con 
came, it might be proof that 
enteric conversion could 
happen in people. If we 
accept that premise that 
vegetarians can actually 
affect their digestive system 
by changing their diet, then 
the gaseous by-products of 
this new abnormal digestive 
system would be more like 
that of a mminant. Methane, 
for instance, is a product of 
the breakdown of biological 
material, i.e., compost heaps, 
land fills, wetlands, termite 
mounds, rice fields, burning 
natural gas in your home or 
car, and enteric fermentation. 
Enteric fermentation is the 
digestion of grass and grain 
inside a mminant’s mmen 
and vegetarian’s intestines.

Assuming this to be tme, 
then vegetarians would expel 
a higher level of noxious 
greenhouse gasses being 
released into the atmosphere 

See BAXTER on page 6

Knox County M arket Place
H elp W anted

Brazos Valley Care hom e is accepting 
applications for: LICENSED
VOCATIONAL NLHRSES or 
REGISTERED NURSES. Full and 
Part-time positions available. Apply  
in person or call Sandra Logsdon, 
D O N for more information. 605 S. 
Ave F. Knox City, Texas 79529 (940) 
658-3543.

The Knox County Farm Service 
A gency has one opening available for a 
temporary-full tim e em ployee. A  good  
personality, computer knowledge, 
and a high school diploma (or GED) 
is  required. Applicant selected for 
the position must be able to pass a 
background check. The Knox county 
FSA is located approximately 5 m iles 
northwest o f  Knox City at 3950 FM  
1292 S T E 150 (a brown metal building 
west o f  the old plant materials center 
location) If interested call or see John 
Rector, Phone 940-658-3537. Knox 
County SEA is an equal opportunity 
employer.

NOW  HIRING Penman’s Convenient 
Store Knox City 609 E . Main APPLY 
IN PERSON

Subscribe today 1

New Oil Production op
erator needs a part time 
admin assistant in Knox 
City. Typing, computer 
entry, errands, phone, 
etc. Flexible hours in af
ternoon. Approx. 4 hours 
per day. Must be good 
with numbers and above 
average computer skills. 
Excel and Word are a +. 
Overnight travel to Dun
can, Oklahoma required 
one day per month and 
Fort Worth one day per 
month. Must be neat and 
have a pleasant phone 
manner. Can lead to full 
time in 2011. Starting 
at $8.7r per hour plus 
bonus. Email brief note 
about experience and/or 
resume to
BM cElhaney2350@ aol.
com

Lake Creek G olf Club, Munday Texas 
seeks responsible and motivated 
person for the for the position o f  
greens keeper. Experience with 
operation and maintenance o f  light 
farm equipment preferred. Mail 
application to RO. Box 747, Munday, 
TX 76371 or call 940-2562324. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Knox City housing Authority is 
accepting applications for full time 
permanent maintenance person until 
August 16^010. Position is salaried 
with benefits. Salary based upon 
qualifications. Applications may be 
picked up at Knox City Housing 
Authority between 9  and noon 
M onday thru Thursday. KCHA is an 
equal opportunity employer.

The Knox County Sheriff’s office is 
currently accepting applications for 
the position o f  patrol deputy. Benefits 
include supplemented m edical, 
vacation, holidays, retirement, cell 
phone supplement is applicable. 
Requirements are current TCLEOSE  
issued peace officer license, any 
additional certificates, honesty and 
com m on sense are a plus. Knox County 
is an equal opportunity employer. All 
applicants are subject to background 
investigation. Applications may be 
requested by contacting the Knox 
County Sheriff’s office at 940-459- 
2211, or apply in person at 104 South 
Stewart, Benjamin, Texas. Position 
will remain of)en until filled.

For Sale
1997 Chevy Lumina LS, 4  Dr., 33,000  
Actual M i., Power Steering, Cruise 
Control, Power Door Locks, AM FM , 
CD Radio, 3100 V-6 Engine, 28 mpg. 
See at 4140 St. H w y 222 W. Knox 
City, TX. Asking $3200.00. Ph 940- 
658-3298 or 432-520-7233.

For Sale: 2007 16 x  76  Single wide 
M obile home. Central Heat/ A c. A ll 
electric. Call 940-422-4417 for more 

information

For Lease
Hunting Lease
First tim e Lease- Deer, Turkey, H og, 
Quail, D ove, Electricity, 300 acres. 
For information call 940-658-3092  
or 940-658-3807 or (cell) 940-256- 
0182.

H ouse For Sale
4  bedroom, 2  bath in Rochester on 
Comer lot. Living room, dining room, 
pool room. Fenced in Yard. Low  
price. The Call 940-743-3452 and ask 
for Bobby for more information.

H ouse for Sale 507 Ave E 3/2/2 brick, 
com er lot, water w ell, storage, pecan 
trees, lots o f  updates (940) 658-3744

3 Bedroom , 1 bath house for sale by 
owner. N eeds work.
Call 657-3196 after 3 pm.

G arage Sale
Two big garage sales 
Saturday August 7th all day & 
Saturday August 14th 7am to 12 noon. 
N ew  Christmas items; many sets o f  
dishes; pots and pans; Tupperware, 
Com ing ware; three 2-25-60-16 inch 
tires with 8,000 miles; 12 ft. utility 
trailer; solid oak entertainment center; 
clothes and m isc. 400 S. Stewart St. 
Benjamin, TX

Classifieds get results!

If you would 
like to place 

your classified 
under the Knox 
County Market 

Place 
Please 
Call

940 - 657-3142

WestMark Realtors 
Knox City Branch Office 

Looking to Buy? Sell? Call us!
(940) 657-5100 or Contact 

Sue Stephens (806)777-8923 or 
C J l. Underwood (940)256-4204

Residential
• Spacious 4 BR, 2.5 bath. Brick 

home, prime location,
300 S. Central, Knox City- 

REDUCED
• NEW- Charming, well-kept older 
home. 3 BR 405 SW 3rd Knox City
• NEW! Nice, brick, country home 
on 1.48 ac. Stroage building and 
large modem metal bam. Fenced

yard with large trees. Possible extra 
acreage available. 3.5 miles east of 

Rochester on CR 165.
• Newly on Market- In 

country, 2 acres with 2 houses. 
On Pavement. Quiet Setting near 

O’Brien.

Farms/Land
• Haskell Co.

805 AC., near Rule, 600 Ac. Cult.
• 781 AC., near Rule, Tanks, 

Hunting
• 654 AC., Irrigation Pivots, 

CONTRACT 290 AC.
• 324 AC., Vi irrigated, Vi CRP

• 300+ AC farmland. Irrigation and 
side roll and 165 ac. Some fenced.

Two ground tanks, dove, quail, 
deer & turkey. Off Hwy 6- South 

of Rochester. Excellent for peanuts, 
wheat, cotton or cattle.

Commercial
• Commercial Real Estate and 

Equipment- Knox City- $55,000.
• Nice Modem Restaurant, recently 

built. Also could be used for 
hunting lodge- Weinert, TX

KNOX COUNTY AGING SERVICES
MENUS FOR JULY 9^TO AUG. 13 ™

MONDAY AUG. 9TH 
STEAK HNGERS/GRAVY 

SALAD
MIXED VEGETABLES 

SLICED BREAD 
BANANA PUDDING

TUESDAY AUG. lOTH 
BBQ CHICKEN 

BLACKEYED PEAS 
GLAZED CARROTS 

BISCUIT 
COBBLER

WEDNESDAY AUG. IITH 
CHICKEN FRIED STEAK/GRAVY 

MASHED POTATOES 
GREEN BEANS 

HOT ROLLS 
FRUIT CRUNCH

THURSDAY. AUG 12TH 
PORK CHOPS/RICE 

PINTO BEANS 
SALAD 

CORNBREAD 
COOKIES

FRIDAY. AUG. 13TH 
CHILI DOGS/CHEESE 

CHIPS
PORK & BEANS 

DESSERT

New serving time is noon (in Knox City only) alternate 
desserts for diabetics please call in your orders by 10 a.m. to 
657-3618.

Orders can’t be taken after 10 a.m. and need to be picked 
up after 11 a.m.

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

James E. “Bud” Smith Plant Materials Center 
Knox City, TX

Date

7/19
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/25

2009 Weekly Weather Report
Temperature (F) 

Low /  High 
73/98 
77/98 
75/97 
76/97 
74/97 
76/97 
70/97

Total Rainfall for month 
2010 Rainfall (ytd)

Rainfall Snow 
inches inches

0.1

10.72
27.24 6.6

Legal Notice
A  sealed bid was received for the 
following property:
Parcel number #8772, Account 
00600-00050-00510-000000 further 
described as being Lot 10 of Block 16, 
Davis Addition, City Knox CHy,
Knox County, Texas. The Knox County 
Appraisal District, acting as trustee for 
the taxing units is offering this property 
for a sealed bid to all interested parties. 
Sealed bids may be sent to Knox 
County Appraisal District, PO Box 47, 
Benjamin Texas 79505, along with a 
cashiers check or money order for the 
amount o f the sealed bid. Please put the 
parcel number on the outside o f  the 
envelope o f  the sealed bid. The taxing 
units, owners o f the property, reserve 
the right to reject all bids. If your bid is 
rejected, your cashiers check or money 
order will be returned. Sealed bids 
will be opened and considered at least 
quarterly. For further information please 
contact the Knox County Appraisal 
District at the above address or phone 
940-459-3891.

"  Counts Real Estate "
D avid Counts, Broker

Marla Hatukim, Agent Patsy Gonzales, Agent 
102 North Ave. A  (940)658-3390 

Knox City, Texas

201 Central Ave: 3 BR brick home, CH/AC, wood burning stove, 
new |«int & flooring, big kitchen , living room dining room combina
tion, lots of storage inside and out. Water well, cellar, 3 car carport, 
meM roof, mature ftees and located on 4 lots. Ready for immediate 
occupancy. REDUCED

701NE 3rd Street 2(XX)+/- sq.ft frame home. 4 BR, 2Ba, CH/AC, 
metal roof. New Carpet

609 S. Ave E: Split Level 4 BR3 Ba, Brick home, C H/AC,
Fireplace, Master Suite, basement, pool, fenced yard,
great location [

1109 SE 4th St.: 2BR frame home. CH/AC, Siding, comer lot.

1202 SE 4th St: 2 BR frame home, new roof, steel siding.

604 SE 4tli St: 3 BR, 2B, Brick home, CH/AC, garage,
great location. Needs work! Make an offer^

SOI SE 3rd S t: Large brick home located on comer lot. CH/AC, 2 or 
3B R ,2ba. Detached garage, fenced yard.

200 South 2nd$t4 Large 3BR, 3 Ba, Brick home. This home 
features 2 master Bedrooms! Walk in Qosets, CH/AC, 2 Living areas, 
fireplace, covered patio, plus size 2 car garage, water well, fenced yard, 
newpaint iotsof space, lots of storage! Great neighborhood.

904 Central Ave: 3Br, 15Ba brick horae.CH/AC, bonus room, large 
kitchen, stonn shelter.

Grand Central Avenue O’Brfen: 1800+/- sq.ft brick home. CH/
AC, 2 living areas, 4 BR, 3 Ba, large carport, fenced yard, cellm', great 
closets! ■

1101 £  Main St; Laq?e commercial bldg, 4000 +/- sq .ft, CH/AC, 
new roof, lots of parking, kitchen, bathrooms, ADA compliant, and 
more. Lots of potential for differ^+'— V;" „  / for occupancy!Contract Pending

HUNTING 1900+/- featuring 12 tanks, varied terrain, sm^l 
bunk house, covered patio area, bams, and lots of wildlife!

600 +/• Acres Prime Hunting land: Approximately 1 mile of Brazos 
river frontage, fences, corrals, water well, electricity, good roads and lots 
of wildlife! Motivated seller!

New Listing! 377+/- Acres with Brazos River frontage, Hwy front
age  ̂HUNTING; farm house, some minerals.

Munday, TX: 4 BR, 2 Ba. home. C H/AC. Metal roof, covered patio, 
front porch. Fenced back yard, water well for the yjud, nice storage bldg. 
$37,000

New Listing! 1106 SE 2nd Street. 3 BR,1 Bath home. Central H/AC 
freshly panted interior, updated bathroom, fenced yard, exterior storage, 
Stonn cellar, covered parking. $27300.00

3 Bednxwa, 1 bathroom Home at 702 South Central. Move in Ready. 
$36,000.
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June Tankersley putts on 
in.

Photos courtesy Linda 
Abila

Knox City Greyhounds line up for the second day in the 
gruelling 2-a-day process.

Photo by Tamara Smart

PENMAN’S
SERVICES LTD
658-3513

LVNNBJECnSC  
MOTOR CO.. IN C .
1011 Main St. • Knox City
Jimmy Lynn • Scott Lynn 

940-658-3511

CITY MOTEL
Bip and Anita

658-3541

SHORTES, INC.
C om plete  

\  Oilfield 
^  Constm ction

f  6 5 8 -3 5 7 6

KNOX FAMILY 
.  ^WELLNESS 

•V #  CUNIC

A m  AG, m c._ kisM
Noe Macias stretches out in order to prepare for the 
18 holes in the grueling heat.

Photos courtesy Linda Abila

Burrito Express
Cody Manning splices a golf ball into the fairway.

Photos courtesy Linda Abila

657-4323 658-5568

HOSPITAL DISTRICT
Your hometown healthcare team.

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMS

V & V Oil Field Services
658-3997 or 256-1853 

201 E Main St.

Lewis Paint & Body ShopI
E X C E L L E N C E  S I NCE  1952 i

Come See Us First I 
No Job Too Large | 

Or Too Small! j 
24hr W recker | 

Services I

«it. I
P "IN LOVING MEMORY OF STERUNG LEWIS” j
f  Day or night, we are the only name you need to know. Speciauzing in  | 
I  M ajor repairs, custom painting & S triping, windshield & D oor glass \
1 Windshield repair, wheel augnment and frame straightening. We can \V 5
2 A lso replace those worn out headuners! We unlock locked cars, i9. h.

SUPPLY
HOUSE
658-3389

Knox City mayor Jeff 
Stanfield commentates 
the tourney from his golf 
cart.

Photos courtesy Linda 
Abila

\ J M R N O N 2010 Fall
C o l l e g e

W  Vernon-WCHtTAFAus 
w w w .v e r n o n c o l le g e .e d u

& Fall I
Registration

1940-658-3342
D a y s N ig h t s  

940-658-3629
106 N orth 2 nd | 

Knox C ity, TX79529I

Campus Connect Registration
Now - August 11

Vernon Registration A ugust 17 
W ichita Falls R egistration A ugust 18 & 19

See schedule for registtation times.

Classes begin August 21

Vernon College — the best connection you’ll ever make!

Payne Stanfield shows great form on his back swing.
Photos courtesy Linda Abila

Bill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 • Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital 
Liability • Workers’ Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment
P.O. Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

CITIZENS BANK, N.A.

FDWE»<}sr »>&AANC£ m%m
LENDER

COWPOKES By Ace Reid COiTRT’Fim

‘Yeah, I’ve been lookin’ fer a job...well ‘til eight 
o’clock this mornin’ they ain’t one!”

T uesday  th ru  S a tu rd ay  8 - 5  
*New Phone num ber- Sam e  

G reat Service*  
LANCES. KILGORE 

940- 657-5520 
country_puters@yahoo.Gom

hardwired and 
wireless networking, data 

recovery, hard drive clean up, 
C.RU. and memorv upgraded, 

O.S. reinstall, cd rom upgrades 
and more, call today

* LARSON
PHARMACY

Larry & Beth Staggs

657-3210

BENJAMIN ISD 
Announces the

p r e k in d e r g a r t e n  r o u n d u p

For the 2010-2011 School Year Starts Now 
Registration at Benjamin ISD Administration Office 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

REGISTRO SE COMIENZA EN BENJAMIN ESTE 
MES pa r a  LOS NINOS 4 ANOS DE EDAD, 

8:00-4:00
r

940-459-2231

PUMPERS SUPPLY 
& EQUIPMENT 

658-3260
Backing the Hounds 

since1976

S im
Charlie Pierce 

Michael & Terry Bartley

658-3559

http://www.vernoncollege.edu
mailto:country_puters@yahoo.Gom
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Monday
Moguls

Seen here (top and right) is 
the Munday Practice foot
ball field laid out for the 
2-a-day practices to en
sue. The tires are used for 
flipping and muscle build
ing, the ropes for kinestic 
training, and the coolers 
are for the much needed 
hydration in this 100 de
gree weather.

Photo by Tamara Smart

Iustlefl
“The Soak”

Sometimes we are given 
oppoitunity and experiences 
that that only come once in 
our lifetime. One of these 
experiences comes about 
this time, each year, on a 
Monday morning. This is a 
ritual passed down from one 
generation to the next. The 
things you will remember are 
fewer than things that you 
will forget.

Dreams, failures, coaches 
and (of course) parents all 
play a part in this ritual. It 
starts out in every small town 
and big city across this great 
state. Hopes, dreams, and 
inevitable heartbreak will 
fill every stadium across the 
Lone Star State. Whether it 
is injury or loss, it all hurts 
the same. I am talking about 
the hero’s of all the young, 
who wear your numbers 
every Friday to school, who 
pretend they their idol are 
under some grandstand at 
each football game, who they 
will buy tattoos and will want 
to carry your helmets after 
every game. They may be the 
neighbor hood brat, your little 
brother or the shy quiet kid 
who will be the future star.

The old ones will 
remember the single wing 
of the ‘60’s, or the run and 
gun of the early ‘90’s. They 
are people who remember 
the team who got beat in the 
semi’s or the bad call that 
helped the rival win on a last 
second field goal. They could 
be your dad, uncle orpostman; 
it does not matter who they 
are, they would trade it all for 
one more shot.

Remember the sound of 
the cleats, the feel of the track 
underneath as you walk to 
the feild. The way the fresh 
mowed grass smells, or the 
click’ click of the water 
sprinklers as they turn. The 
songs in the field house on the 
radio, and OHHH- that over 
powering smell you will never 
forget .Remember the sound 
of pads as your teammates 
run, the grunts of lineman and 
the heavy breathing of the 4th 
and 5th sprint, followed by 
the bark of a coach.

Some may have already 
forgotten how you felt that 
very 1st day when they were a 
freshman. That morning when 
mom drove them to their 1st 
practice, and as a skinny kid 
they ma have been afraid to 
talk. They may have forgotten 
how they did not want to be 
noticed and prayed the coach

would not call their name. 
How about all the times that 
you where thirsty, but afraid 
to be the 1st to get a drink.

But you could never 
forget being a tackle dununy 
for all those weeks and 
carrying pads, garbage cans 
and whatever else needed, 
getting stronger with each 
task.

Dreams youth have 
undoubtedly had; like 
making the game winning 
catch, scoring the last minute 
touchdown, or saving the day 
with a shoestring tackle on 
the last play. Getting to brag 
about a district championship 
or even wearing a state ring. 
Making all district, region and 
maybe even state. Walking 
to your hometown crowd 
knowing you are the reason 
everyone is so proud.

Failures will come along 
with the glory- some will 
throw an interception on a 
Hail Mary pass, others will 
fumble and it may even be

you that drops a touchdown 
pass. You will miss tackles 
and assignments each Friday 
night, and hopefully it will 
not cost you a game. You 
will finish the season with a 
loss- unless your one of the 
chosen ones. Rankings and 
predictions will not mean 
a thing; injuries and grades 
will pick the team.

Teammates are always 
for life, no matter where 
you go they will always be 
a teammate. You will share 
history, tears, laughter and 
pain. No matter how old you 
are you will never forget about 
Thursday meals and all of the 
pranks. So look at every one 
of them and remember you 
only are guaranteed 10 weeks 
so make the most of them.

Coaches will always be 
your leaders, no matter what 
happens you will always call 
him “Coach”. He has made 
you run, swatted your rear end 
and pushed you to the end. 
See JUST JEFF on page 6

WWW. deerf& stw ichita  falls, com

A ugust 7th from  9am-7pm 
at the  MPEG in  W ichita Falls 

Vendors, live and  silen t auction 
w w w .deerfestw ichitafalls.com

NOTICE

1. The Benjamin Independent School District offers career 
and technology education in programs in Agricultural Science, 
Computer Applications, and Business Education. Admission 
to these programs is based on grade level and desire of the 
student.

2. It is the policy of the Benjamin Independent School 
District not to discrirriinate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex or handicap in its vocational programs, services or 
activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended.

3. It is the policy of Benjamin Independent School District 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, handicap, or age in its employment practices as required 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975 as amended; and Section 504 of 
the Rehabfiitation Act of 1973, as amended.

4. Benjamin ISD will take steps to assure that lack of 
English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and 
participation in all educational and vocational programs.

5. For information about your rights or grievance pro
cedures, contact the Title IX Coordinator, Olivia Del Hierro 
Gloria, at RO. Box 166, Benjamin, TX 79505; telephone- 
(940)459-2231.

Only Four Mustang Men showed up for the first day of 2-a-day practices. But, NEVER 
FEAR MUSTANG FANS! The friday lights will shine, as more Mustangs are expected 
to turn out as the season progresses.

Photo by Tamara Smart

B E NJ AMI N  
NEWS B y  G la d e n e  G ree n

Summer is here! We have 
hit 100°+ for a few days and 
the high humidity it has been 
plenty uncomfortable. With 
2-a-days beginning today 
(Mon) we can sure feel for 
the boys and their coaches 
as they prepare for another 
football season- (which is 
right “around the comer”) 
Activity will pick up as the 
school days near.

There is encouraging 
news regarding our ill 
friends. David Milson had 
his first chemo treatment last 
Wed. and did great- Matter 
of fact, after the treatment, 
he walked a mile! His latest 
scans show no change in the 
cancer- It has not grown any 
so hopefully these treatments 
will take care of it. That really 
the first big change since his 
diagnosis- The change being 
no change. Such wonderful 
news and I urge everyone to 
keep David and his family in 
your prayers.

Gloria west had cataract 
surgery lastTues. She’s doing 
great and is excited about 
being able to see better.

Corrine Parrish is a little 
better- Still has pain in her 
back but hopes with time (and 
rest) it will improve so she 
can get back into her regular 
routine.

According to family, 
Jonnie Williams is doing 
pretty well- She loves to hear 
from friends so maybe a card 
or phone call to her can fit 
into your day. She’s not out 
anymore (except to go to the 
Dr.) so company is good for 
her.

Good news concerning 
Mike Young’s eyesight. 
Several months ago, he had 
cataract surgery on one eye, 
but suffered a stroke shortly

there after, which left him 
what drs. call legally blind. 
But he had the other eye 
done, anyway, and now has 
good vision in both! Drs. are 
saying it’s a miracle and we 
know it’s proof that prayers 
make a difference.

We received word last 
week that Sharon Patterson 
Bivens was to have surgery 
today in Lubbock- Not sure to

what extent the surgery will 
be but hopefully we will hear 
soon and I’ll pass the word 
on. We do pray for Sharon 
during this time.

Here ‘N There
The cheerleaders for BHS 

coming school year went to 
camp last week in Munday, 
learning new “yells” and 
routines. The cheerleaders 
are Valerie Mendoza, Kim 
Patterson and Amber Wilson.

Shelby Russell is Giddy- 
up. The Mustang Mascot- 
Melissa Everson is their 
sponsor.

Debbie and Mike 
See BENJAMIN NEWS on page 6

NOW HIRING
Penman’s Convenient Store 

Knox City 609 E. Main 
APPLY IN PERSON

Knox County Hospital 
Knox City Clinic • Munday Clinic 

Knox County Home Health 
Knox County EMSHOSPITAL DISTRICT

Your hometown healthcare team.

CITIZENS BANK, N.A. 
H j f i  658-3527 ^

oatosr cotfOkMCN Knox City LENDER

Sen^Aice^
Oil Field & Ranch Construction 

Clean Out Stock Tanks Maintain Roads 
Land Clearing & Tree Grubbing 
Many other services available!

24^
S ew ice^

420D Backhoe • 936E Loader • 112F Maintainer 
3 Dumptrucks • 320DL Trackhoe • 2 Bellydumps 

Truck and Pipe Float & 924H Forklift • S185 Bobcat

SituMte m O ) 256-0470

http://www.deerfestwichitafalls.com
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COUNTY JUST JEFF WATERMELON

by Commissioner Godsey 
to reject the bid of $51.00 
made by Glenn Crawford for 
Parcel # 5778, Blk 44, Lot 
10, Lee Addition, and City of 
Monday. All Agreed.

Commissioner Birkenfeld 
made the motion to accept 
the bid of $150.00 made by 
Gregg Fix & Patricia A. Wild 
for Parcel #3571,Blk 35, Lots 
1&2, Original City of Goree, 
Commissioner McCown 
seconded, the motion passed 
five to zero.

After considering two bids 
for Parcel #3672, Blk 12, 
East Vi of Lots 1&2 Reeves 
& Musser Addition, City 
of Monday. Commissioner 
Urbanczyk made the motion 
to reject the bid of $60.00 
made by James Hill and to 
accept the bid of $250.00 
made by Floyd Reed; 
Commissioner Birkenfeld 
seconded the motion, all 
agreed.

Upon , discussing the 
proposed changes to the 
Policy Manual Commissioner 
Urbanczyk made the motion 
seconded by Commissioner 
McCown to leave the Sick 
Leave, Personal Day and 
Vacation Accumulation 
Policy as is and to change one 
sentence in the Bad Weather

Policy. The motion passed 
five to zero.

The Court considered the 
issue concerning the contract 
with WTU as well as possible 
alternatives. Commissioner 
Urbanczyk made the motion 
to renew the contract with 
WTU; Commissioner Godsey 
seconded, the motion passed 
unanimously.

The Extension Activity 
Report, Aging Services 
Report, 911 Report, and Road 
and Bridge Report required 
no activity.

County Tax Accessor & 
Chief Appraiser Mitzi Welch 
gave the KCAD Year to Date 
Report.

Commissioner Birkenfeld 
made the motion to approve 
Financials, Budget and pay 
the bills for June, 2010; the 
motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Urbanczyk, 
the motion passed five to 
zero.

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Court Commissioner 
Urbanczyk made the motion 
to adjourn seconded by 
Commissioner Birkenfeld, 
all agreed. The meeting of the 
Court was ADJOURNED.

APPROVED this the 9th 
of August, 2010

BAXTER
by going ‘vegan.’ Each of 
their clever commercials and 
celebrity endorsements would 
have to contain warnings. 
Produce departments would 
be required to label each 
fruit and vegetable with the 
amount of greenhouse gasses 
you would emit per serving. 
In the end A1 Gore would be 
selling them carbon credits

from Rendezvous Barbecue, 
Memphis, TN.

Blaming others when your 
own house is not in order is a 
slippery slope.

“I refuse to take aU the 
heat, there are some folks that 
don’t eat meat.”

The air is blue or is it green, 
they are the real gas machine.” 
Judy WiUiams, rancher.
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As you get older 
something’s will never 
change. If you are successful 
in life you will always be 
proud to see him, but ashamed 
if you fail.

Parents they will never 
give up, they will cheer for you 
no matter what. They never 
see you miss a tackle, fumble 
or a failed block. It is never 
your fault when you throw 
an interception that causes 
a loss. No one will miss you 
more when you walk off that 
field after the last score. Tears 
will follow that last Friday 
night, memories of you will 
go with them until their final 
days. Remember this you will 
always be a Senior to them on 
a Friday night. So when the 
whistle blows after the last 
game, remember; it is them 
that feels the most pain.

You where blessed by God 
make him proud by doing your 
best, make sure you always 
give 100 percent. If you will 
take this same process and 
apply it to life, you will never 
be embarrassed to see coach 
on any Friday night.

Well what a hot weekend!
I played golf with Terry 

Utley and Payne in the 
tournament on Saturday. It 
must have been 120° out 
there, we did not play as well 
as possible but we had a great 
time. Anytime you can spend 
with Terry is a good time, he 
is heck on the ears but he sure 
is lots of fun. Jennifer is one 
lucky women, to get a piece 
of eye candy like that.

We where paired with 
Brian Williams , Gilbert 
Casillas and Jim Daniels. 
They where a great bunch 
to play with. We had lots of 
laughs and it was a great 
experience for Payne.

Being around men like 
that is always good for any 
young person. The more your 
expose your kids to life, the 
more they will get out of it.

Watching Mario Abila hit 
a golf ball is about as funny 
as it gets. Have you ever seen

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

BUDGET

The KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT will hold a 
public hearing on a Proposed Budget for the 2011 fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on August 9, 2010 at 5:30 
p.m., at the Knox County Appraisal District, Knox County 

Courthouse, Benjamin, Texas.

At 5:45 p.m. on August 9, 2010, at the Knox County 
Appraisal District, Knox County Courthouse, Benjamin, 

Texas the Proposed Budget will be Adopted.

A summary of the Appraisal district Budget follows:

The total amount of the proposed budget $ 187,010

The total amount of increase over the 
Current year’s budget

The number of employees compensated 
Under the proposed budget will be 
equivalent)

The number of employees compensated
Under the budget is
equivalent)

$ 0

4-1/2 (full time

4-1/2 (full time

The appraisal district is supported solely by payments from 
the local taxing units served by the Knox County Appraisal 
District.
If approved by the Knox County Appraisal District Board of 
Directors at a public hearing, this proposed budget will take 
effect automatically unless disapproved by the governing 
bodies of the county, school districts and cities and towns 
served by the appraisal district office.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public 
inspection in the office of each of these governing bodies. A 
copy is also available for public inspection at the appraisal 
district office.

KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
P.O. BOX 47 BENJAMIN, TEXAS 79505-0047 

PHONE: (940) 459-3891

someone have a seizure? It 
was about as ugly as it gets. It 
kinda reminded me of Forrest 
Gump running with braces 
on.

Two-a-days have kicked 
off and school is right around 
the comer, it is hard to 
imagine that the class of 2011 
is about to start school. The 
years seem to fly by. To the 
Seniors, a word of advise, let 
each day sink in they will go 
by way to fast.

I was fortunate enough 
to get to visit with a bunch of 
troops this week who where 
returning from Iraq. We all 
forget how lucky we are and 
the sacrifices these young 
people make so we can live 
with our freedoms and rights. 
Say a prayer for our troops 
and remember to thank God 
we live in the U.S.A.

My citizens of the weekthis 
week are our teachers, and all 
the coaches who will start 
working long days, 6 -7 days 
a week to make our boys and 
girls the most successful they 
can be. To all the Hounds 
and Lady Hounds I wish you 
the best and hope for a great 
season and long playoff mns.

Jeff Stanfield jstanfield@ 
windstream .net

BENJAMIN NEWS

Moorhouse and Will were 
in Sweetwater for Will to 
enroll in TSTI. He will begin 
school Aug 31.

Kim Moore and daughter, 
Shelby, are in Ruidoso, 
NM for a few days vacation 
before school starts. She said 
on Sun., the temp was 65° 
about mid afternoon- Sounds 
good to me!

This maybe a little early 
to mention, but there will 
be a revival at First Baptist 
Church here beginning Sept 
12 (morning service) and 
going throughout Wed. nite- 
15*. Dan Bullock, pastor of 
FBC Weinert, will bring the 
messages. You have 6 weeks 
to plan and we hope to see 
lots of our friends there for 
any or all of the service.

T h an k s for  
R ea d in g  

T h e K n ox  
C ou n ty  
N ew s!

their “float.” This year, before 
6:30 (half an hour before the 
parade was to begin, there 
was nary a parking place nor 
standing room along the sides 
of the road down Main Street 
and up Central Ave in Knox 
City. As the local football 
players, cheerleaders, children 
of all ages, classic cars and 
mini-ponies made their way 
through the parade route, 
candies were flung into the on 
looking crowd, cheers came up 
through the gathered spectators 
as their favorite float, neighbors 
or fiiends passed by. The 
award winning entrants to this 
years parade were: “Best out 
of Town”- Munday Nursing 
Center, “Most Outrageous”- 
KC Hospital for their decorated 
golf cart they named “Its so 
fluffy”, “Best Caf”-Mary 
Murphy’s Photography, & 
“What were they thinking” 
was won by the KC Alumni 
Bunch.

Michelle Stanfield, who was 
in charge of the parade wants 
to thank all the judges, and the 
people who came out to both 
be in the parade or simply to 
watch and enjoy it.

After the parade, file crowd 
relocated to the Knox ^City 
Park for a Street Dance that 
was DJed by Paul Bedell from 
Coleman, Texas. Bedell also 
DJed throughout Saturday’s 
activities as well.

This year, four pallets (about 
250)watermelonsweredonated 
by Deroy Anderson Produce 
out of Midland, Texas, and 
were consumed starting early 
Saturday morning. Throughout 
the day. Melon Money dollars 
were drawn for (sponsored by 
local commerce) with Alex 
Florez won the $25 Melon 
Money prize, Donna Wojick 
won the $75 prize, and Melissa 
Espinoza won the $100 Melon 
Money prize.

Though the day was hot, 
the festival/camival hopped 
into action all day on Saturday. 
Volunteers cut melon after 
melon, after melon... after 
melon. The Wichita Brazos 
Museum had their booth with 
their renowned Homemade 
Ice Cream. There were booths 
fifil of the flavors of Mexico, 
alongside Cajun delights, 
BBQ, tried “stuff on sticks,” 
and... well... watermelon.

S&J Amusements came 
to Knox City again this year 
with their fun inflatable for the 
kiddo’s amusement. And when 
the kids (or adults) got tired of 
the mflatable fun., the City Pool 
opened for free swimming at 1 
p.m.

Knox City’s Chamber of

1 er ’s YVambme

R iu y crs iiE N

Phone: (940) 658-3322 
If no answer: 657-4568 

or 657-3863

Texas Air 
Conditioning 

License
#TACLB005658C

Knox Family Wellness Clinic
* (940) 657-4455 ’  609 S Ave F Knox City * 

Now Provides Several Kinds O f Services
Family Practice • Women’s Health • Pedi 

Geriatrics • Skin treatments • Chemical Peels 
Lesion removals • Diabetic Nail Care • 

Mlcroderm Abrasion • Treat Acne • 
Melasma • Premature Aging, 

f  ^Pain Management Massages

S (Covered By Insurances/MCD/MC)

fl Removal Permanent and Tefiporary, 
HTN • Diabetes • Wound C 

Hyperlipidermia • Gallblad(h*flushes 
Weight L o ^  Progr 

General Illnesses A c u t^  Chronic.
^ a s  Health Steps and Immunizations 

Minor Emergencies Suturing, Splinting, Casting 
IV Therapy for Hydration & Antibiotic Treatment.

Commerce, who host the 
festival had a few thank yous to 
the community, including (but 
not limited) to: Joe Barnard 
and Anthony Adkins and Lynn 
Electric for the use of their 
bucket truck to hang and take 
down banners at the red light.

City of Knox City Guys for 
cleaning up the park, trimming 
trees, providing barricades, 
and getting extra dumpsters, 
they always work really hard 
to make the park look extra 
special for the festival.

Michelle Standfield for
organizing the parade. She did 
such a fantastic job - everybody 
was in his or her place, and it 
ran so smoothly.

Foursquare Church for 
cutting up watermelons all day 
long - that was a huge help and 
very much appreciated.

Gary Schnable, Don 
Hawkins, David Albus and 
everyone that helped put up 
and take down tents.

Deroy Anderson Produce 
from Midland for donating the 
watermelons.

Steve Pepper for going to get 
the watermelons.

Barbara Barnard for helping 
in the chamber booth all day 
long in the heat and for helping 
clean up the park afterwards.

Game Warden Jim Daniel 
&andfriend for seeing how 
tired we were after being in 
the heat all day and helping us 
unload tents and tables at the 
chamber oflice.

Clayton Monogramming 
from Stamford for the making 
of the T-Shirts.

Our Sponsors for the festival 
were: Santa Rosa Telephone 
$500, Citizens Bank $300, and 
Tri-County Electric $200

The merchants for 
participating in the Melon 
Money.

Anyone else that we have 
failed to mention, we thank 
you. We appreciate all the 
volunteers that stepped up and 
helped us with this event!

The Watermelon Festival is 
the biggest event of the year in 
Knox City, bringing commerce 
and exterior economic funds 
into Knox City. It is something 
for kids and adults alike to enjoy 
and one of those memorable 
times in a small town where 
you remember why you love to 
call Knox City home.

Next years Don Johnson 
23rd Annual Watermelon 
festival will again be held the 
last Saturday in the month of 
July, 2011.

LOOKING AHEAD

High School Library. Please 
bring any record of updated 
immunizations.

Seniors
1:00-1:30

Juniors
1:30-2:00

Sophomores 2:00-2:30
Freshmen

2:30-3:00

Summer is winding to a 
close- Knox County schools 
all reconvene for the Fall 
Semester on August 23'*̂

The St. Paul Baptist Church 
will be collecting funds for 
their new building through a 
can collection drive. Anyone 
with cans can donate them to 
the cause by simply dropping 
your cans off at 308 SW 4* 
Street in Knox City. There is 
also a raffle going on through 
the end of August, please see 
a St. Paul member for more 
details.

Looking forward
to the Liberty Church 
16* Homecoming/ 85* 
Anniversary Celebration will 
take place Sept. 4 and 5. At the 
Liberty Church at 302 Aspen 
Street. The festivities will 
include Games, a Musical, 
Church anniversary Service, 
Fellowship, and much more. 
Make sure you mark you 
calendar- everyone is invited 
to attend.

Classifieds get 
results!

http://www.edwardjones
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The Return of the States Bailout
By BILL WILSON

Not less than a week after a $26.1 billion bailout to bank
rupt states like New York and California was stripped from a 
must-pass war supplemental, it has returned.

Senate Democrats had failed to muster the 60 votes needed 
for passage of a House version of the war supplemental — 
which included the funding for the troubled states. So, instead 
the House passed the Senate version that did not.

But, not to deny one of Barack Obama’s top domestic 
spending priorities. Senate Democrats are once again bring
ing the states bailout back.

This time. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid is attaching 
the $10 billion for state public teachers unions and $16.1 bil
lion for state Medicaid spending to tax legislation that will 
enable the government to double-tax U.S. companies that do 
business overseas. The bill will limit the use of the Section 
956 foreign income tax credits for profits generated over
seas.

According to a U.S. Chamber of Commerce letter to Con
gress, Section 956 “allows companies to repatriate cash to 
the United States in a tax efficient manner.” This prevents 
companies from paying taxes overseas on profits, then repa
triating those profits and having them taxed again by the fed
eral government. The Chamber says that the Section has been 
“particularly beneficial during the recent economic downturn 
and ensuing credit crunch when it was necessary for Ameri
can worldwide companies to repatriate significant funds in 
order to meet the financial needs of their U.S. businesses.”

As reported by the Hill, closing the foreign income tax

credits would raise $9 billion. But, says the Chamber, “The 
revenue raising estimate for this provision seems to assume 
that taxpayers would simply bear the additional cost of the 
provision. However, the Chamber believes that most taxpay
ers, given the choice, would choose simply to not repatriate 
the earnings.”

Another obvious result is that many U.S. companies will 
simply become foreign companies, where they won’t be sub
ject to this sort of double-taxation. Either way, profits made 
overseas will not be repatriated, leaving the nation with even 
less capital to help improve the weak economic recovery.

The National Association of Manufacturers does not like 
the provision either, writing in a letter that the “limitation on 
the use of Sec. 956 loans removes a greatly needed source of 
U.S. cash for worldwide American companies”.

Promote America’s Competitive Edge (PACE), a business 
coalition, agrees, writing to Congress, “A steep corporate tax 
hike on worldwide American companies will hinder our abil
ity to protect and create American jobs and will slow our na
tion’s economic recovery.”

Not only would the legislation make the U.S. less competi
tive, the revenue raised is being used to save a scant number 
of jobs. Out of the estimated 3.3 million public school teach
ers nationwide, teachers unions are only expecting 160,000 
layoffs this year — just 4.8 percent of all teachers. 38.1 per
cent of those layoffs are centered in just three states; 9,0(X) in 
New Jersey, 16,000 in New York and 36,000 in California.

Of course, these are the states with the most dire budget 
pictures, the ones that most need to make necessary cuts now 
to bring spending down in accordance with revenue. Califor

nia currently faces a $20 billion shortfall. On the east coast. 
New York faces a more than $8 billion deficit, and New Jer
sey too faces an $11 billion deficit for 2011.

According to the National Association of State Budget Of
ficers (NASBO), state spending grew from $945.3 billion in 
2(XX) to more than $1.5 trillion 2008, almost a 58.7 percent 
increase during the 2000’s, where revenues were generally 
rising because of inflated property values. It was a bubble 
in which state politicians made the same bad bet investors 
of mortgage-backed securities made — that property values 
would never come down.

When the bubble popped, the drop in state revenues was 
entirely predictable. Nonetheless, state spending still grew by 
about $100 billion in 2008, the year the market crashed.

These 160,000 state jobs being “saved” are “bubble jobs.” 
They came about because of the housing bubble, which was 
the government’s fault through its easy money and manda
tory loose lending policies. Now they must be cut because the 
revenue that came from the economic distortion government 
caused is not coming back.

Compare that to the U.S. companies that operate overseas, 
which directly employ 22 million Americans. These compa
nies create nearly half of all U.S. exports. They’re the ones 
who are going to be hit with the limitation of the foreign in
come tax credits.

Sadly, Harry Reid thinks it’s a good idea to put 22 million 
jobs and the capital flows generated by exports at risk all to 
save 160,000 bloated public sector union jobs that cannot be 
justified based on the budgets of the states involved.

Reid’s War on Dissent
By ROBERT ROMANO

Harry Reid just does not like dissent. Yes
terday, the Senate Majority Leader failed to 
muster the votes necessary to proceed to the 
so-called DISCLOSE Act, which would im
pose burdensome restrictions on corporations 
and nonprofits that choose to engage in ad
vertising for or against candidates for federal 
office.

In arguing for the bill, Reid blasted Sen
ate Republicans for dissenting against major 
Democrat policy initiatives, in particular the 
$2.5 trillion ObamaCare, the government 
takeover of the nation’s financial sector, the 
$862 billion “stimulus,” and the $34 billion 
extension of unemployment welfare benefits.

What Reid failed to acknowledge is that 
Senate Republicans were unable stop a single 
one of those measures. They merely dissent
ed against legislation that ultimately passed.

Perhaps that was the problem. Perhaps he 
would prefer unanimity in support of his leg
islative agenda. Or a one party system.

Nonetheless, that did not prevent Reid from 
labeling Senate Republicans who blocked the 
bill as being in the pockets of corporations 
and special interests. Only, the DISCLOSE 
Act, which Reid supports, is laced with spe
cial interest exemptions. The NR A, A ARP, 
the Sierra Club, unions and others have all 
achieved privileged carve-outs that will al
low them to make independent expenditures 
without any disclosure at all.

Media, too, maintained its decades-long 
exemption from federal election law. Accord
ing to 2 u s e  431 (9) (B) (i), the 1971 Federal 
Election Campaign Act: “The term ‘expendi
ture’ does not include any news story, com
mentary, or editorial distributed through the 
facilities of any broadcasting station, news
paper, magazine, or other periodical publi
cation”. This media exemption to campaign 
regulation is reinforced in the DISCLOSE 
Act’s language on page 24.

To add insult to injury, Reid said, “Why 
would we let those who go through such 
great lengths to conceal their names, and 
those who try to protect them by blocking this 
bill, dilute or manipulate our voices?” What 
about the NRA, AARP, Sierra Club, unions, 
and media? Why does their protection from 
disclosure yield the excessive regulation of 
everyone else?

The mere presence of exemptions for any
body in this bill discredits the premise for 
disclosure — that there is something inher
ently corrupt about political speech. Never 
mind that that the freedom of speech and of 
the press is explicitly protected by the First 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution. 
Never mind that the Supreme Court struck 
down disclosure requirements in 1958 in 
NAACP V. Alabama.

The same Senators who keep quoting for
mer Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis, 
who said, “Sunlight is the best disinfectant,” 
are the same Senators who are supporting

legislation with disclosure exemptions for the 
privileged few. How is it that the possibility 
for corruption from anonymous speech exists 
for everybody except those so exempted?

It would merely be a theater of the absurd 
if its ramifications were not so far-reaching. 
Corruption is not prevented under the DIS
CLOSE Act. It is being institutionalized. In 
fact. Congress is giving out privileged speech 
licenses to the highest bidder.

Reid revealed his true motivation when 
he said, “Whenever the voice of the corpo
ration is the loudest, the voice of the citizen 
is harder to hear.” He’s okay with businesses 
and nonprofits criticizing him when he runs 
for reelection, he says, he just wants to know 
who they are.

Perhaps businesses and other groups are 
afraid to speak out in the open for fear of 
federal intervention into their affairs. In fact, 
under the bill, express advocacy for a candi
date running for federal office is an open in
vitation to opening up the books of even the 
minutest details of a business or nonprofit’s 
activities.

The Act’s disclosure requirements includes 
any expenditures in excess of $10,000 of ex
press advocacy for or against a candidate up 
to 20 days before an election and in excess 
of $1,000 within 20 days before an election, 
which must be reported to the FEC within 24 
hours. The disclosure requirements extend 
to 120 days prior to the first presidential pri
mary or caucus, and 90 days before the first

Congressional primary or caucus, and extend 
through general election day.

Anyone who invests or donates in excess 
of $600 to a company or organization that 
engages in express advocacy of a candidate, 
except for media organizations and other ex
empt entities, would have their names sub
mitted to the FEC. The bill also requires that 
the highest ranking official of a business or 
nonprofit appear on camera to say that he or 
she is approving the message on the organi
zation’s political communication, and they 
must list the top funder of the ad and the top 
five donors of the organization.

The effect on political speech will be a 
chilling one. The message is, “Don’t you 
speak out against candidates running for 
office, or we’ll come after you. We’ll show 
your books to the public. We’ll destroy you.” 
The intent here is to intimidate by making the 
costs of speaking out outweigh the benefits, 
all under the guise of disclosure.

Americans don’t let the government spy 
on individuals in the ballot box, so why 
should they let government officials neces
sarily know who is criticizing them?

Dissent against government is supposed 
to be one of the highest forms of patriotism. 
But under Reid’s regime, it will be a marker, 
a scarlet letter by which dissidents can be 
weeded out for government discrimination. 
This should be greatly alarming for all who 
value any legitimate, credible opposition in 
our political system.

Mining for Jobs
By REBEKAH RAST

The Seven Dwarfs from the Disney movie 
wouldn’t be singing “Heigh-Ho” on the way 
to their job if they were mining in the U.S. 
In fact, they would probably be out of work 
altogether.

An often overlooked but critical industry in 
America is mining. It’s what many states are 
known for. The California Gold Rush moved 
many people West in hopes of becoming rich 
off gold-mining operations, the state of Ari
zona is mined for its vast amount of uranium 
and copper, and West Virginia has mined coal 
since the 1700s.

America could easily sustain herself with 
her own resources. Whether there is a need 
for minerals, aggregate, sand, gravel or oil, 
America has it all. This begs the question, 
why then is the country’s mineral import lev
els so high?

“The U.S. exploration budget is shrink
ing,” says Luke Popovich, spokesman for 
the National Mining Association (NMA). 
“We used to comprise about one-fifth of the 
world’s exploration budget, now we only 
represent about 8 percent of all the money 
spent on exploration. Our import reliance is 
increasing.”

It’s interesting that at a time when our 
economy is suffering and nationwide unem
ployment rates are almost at 10 percent, the 
federal government is spending money to im
port materials America already has in plenty.

Dr. Madan Singh, director of the De
partment of Mines and Mineral Resources 
(DMMR) in Arizona, says that 56 percent of 
the total land area in the U.S. is not open to 
mining. Why?

“The environmentalist agenda of the 
Obama Administration is destroying one of 
the most important and functional industries 
in America,” says Bill Wilson, president of 
Americans for Limited Government.“ It is a 
waste to just leave the valuable resources we 
have sitting in the ground so the government 
can own more land while increasing our na
tion’s debt through imports.”

One mineral America spends a lot of money

importing is copper — yet plenty of it sits in 
Arizona. Singh says possibly one of the larg
est copper deposits — probably in the world 
— was found in Arizona. The problem is the 
land where the copper is located is owned 
by the federal government. A land exchange 
has been proposed by the mining operation 
for 2,200 acres of the copper-rich land in ex
change for 5,500 acres of other land. So far 
the federal government is not accepting the 
deal.

One of Arizona’s own elected Congress
man is putting forth his best effort to stop all 
mining in the state. In H. R. 644, the Grand 
Canyon Watersheds Protection Act of 2009, 
Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) has introduced in 
his legislation that approximately one mil
lion acres of land, including both federally 
protected land and beyond, be banned from 
any mining operations. Though the bill hasn’t 
moved in Congress since last year, it is still 
being considered, Singh says.

Singh also states that last July, U.S. De
partment of Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
ordered that the same area in Arizona be 
withdrawn from all mining operations for 
two years while they conducted environmen
tal studies on the area. Singh knows there are 
important minerals in that area, but it doesn’t 
matter. He knows of only one mining opera
tion that was allowed to continue mining the 
area. Salazar and his team are waiting for the 
results of the environmental impact state
ment and once they see what the results are, 
they have the power to shut the area down for 
mining for up to 20 years.

“Many in Washington, D.C. want to keep 
more and more land from development and 
make it into parks, wilderness areas or scenic 
areas,” Singh says.

Popovich agrees. “The enormous appe
tite to lock up federal land and empower the 
Secretary of the Interior to, at his discretion, 
ban mining operations on land even when the 
mining company has all the correct permits is 
wrong. Obama has taken away useful land.”

Land and jobs. Singh says the average sal
ary of a miner is about $60,000 a year. When 
you begin taking those jobs out of America,

the economy will suffer even more. “It’s a 
domino effect,” he says. “If people are work
ing then they will buy things and spend mon
ey.”

He goes on to say that every time you 
don’t let mining operations go to work then 
surrounding industries struggle as well. Min
ers will no longer buy trucks or the necessary 
equipment to mine, hurting those manufactur
ing businesses and putting more hard-work
ing Americans out of work. This ripple effect 
can shatter a small town reliant on mining to 
pieces.

“Obama talks out of both sides of his 
mouth,” says ALG’s Wilson. “He talks about 
job growth to the American people but his 
actions drive up unemployment numbers and 
force small businesses to close.”

Because of the harsh environmental regu
lations mining operations have to go through 
before they can even begin to mine, many 
of the smaller mining businesses have been 
forced to close.

“Permits take a long time to get and the 
environmentalists are constantly fighting 
against them,” says Popovich. “This forces 
you to spend more money on environmental 
analysis before you make any money on min
ing.” Popovich says it can take five to seven 
years to open a new mine, depending on the 
area of the mine and how many agencies are 
involved and how many lawsuits you have to 
face from green groups.

This is exactly why smaller mining indus
tries can’t survive anymore. Singh says you 
still might find smaller mining operations in 
the sand, gravel and aggregate field, but they 
are facing lots of red tape as well.

A larger mining operation has the opportu
nity to run global. Popovich says it can take 
six to seven years to get a copper mining 
permit in the U.S., but in Chile, it only takes 
about 18 months.

Singh has also seen some companies go 
overseas as well, but they still face obstacles. 
“Some mineral mining operations do go over
seas, but it is more difficult because countries 
like China and India are grabbing up mining 
areas in South America and other popular

mining countries making them unavailable to 
the U.S.”

Aside from encouraging more spending 
on imports and depressing the job market 
further, the Obama Administration’s actions 
toward the mining industry puts our nation at 
great risk.

By heightening our levels of imports the 
federal government is creating a national 
security problem. “If we are dependent on 
someone else and they no longer are willing 
to provide for us, then our supply line is in
terrupted and that’s a problem,” says Singh. 
“What if it is war time and we can’t get the 
supplies we need?”

Another point Singh highlights is greed. 
What if countries we are dependent on are no 
longer willing to sell their resources? Singh 
gives this example: A mineral referred to as 
rare earth is used in high-tech materials, like 
television and computer screens and many 
military defense supplies. The U.S. used to 
mine this mineral, but was forced to stop be
cause of all the environmental restrictions 
put into place. China now has well over 90 
percent of the all the rare earth used through
out the world and is beginning to restrict its 
exports of the material. Now the U.S. is in a 
rush to find the material other places. A mine 
in California, across from the Nevada bor
der, used to be in operation and mined rare 
earth. There are efforts to restart this mine, 
but Singh says it will still take at least two 
years to get the mine running again.

America has not situated itself in a wise 
place. Uranium is another mineral we have 
an abundance of in Arizona, yet, Singh says 
we import 90 percent of the uranium we use 
for power plants in the U.S.

The federal government isn’t helping 
America in any way by banning mining 
throughout the country. The mining industry 
is one of the most important, reliable and old
est industries in the nation. It is a critical part 
of America’s past and has much to offer for 
its future. If Obama is serious about not being 
so reliant on other countries for imports then 
the answer is simple—let mining operations 
go to work.
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Watermelon, watermelon, and more watermelon

America's beef producers have 
the best product in the w orld  
From a backyard barbecue to 
a gourmet dinner at a four star 
restaurant, rf Arnwcan beef is 
on the menu you're in for some 
good eahng. Dur local beef 
producers raise a great product. 
As a community ag bank, we're 
proud to  be a part of ! t  Stop by 
andseeusT efsta lk.

Photos by Tamara Smart

m m o )
With the support of the Childress Chamber 
of Commerce, Blackburn Media Group is 
producing an area-wide hunting publication 
which will reach thousands in the Rolling 
Plains area of Texas and Southwest Oklahoma. 
It is designed to help merchants attract a 
growing market of extended stay visitors 
focusing on the region’s growing hunting 
market. The publication will be produced in 
time for hunting season and distributed in area 
restaurants, hotels and high-traffic businesses 
advertising in it. For more information, please 
call 940-937-2525 or email us at 
huntingguide@blackburnmediagroup.com. 
Deadline for advertising in this publication is 
August 14.
• 1/4 page • $150
• 1/2 page - $275
• Full page - $500
• Full page with color - $600 

(color reserved for full-page ads only)
huntingguide@blackburnmediagroup.<'.com
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