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Despite snow, area remains dry
Area still in need of moisture
By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Knox County News-Courier

A  little snow for C hristm as and a ten th  
o f  an inch o f  rain a few days later left Knox 
C ounty  w anting m ore o f  the same. M uch 
more.

The region remains dry, gripped by a 
drought tha t shows no signs o f  breaking.

“The w heat s dying, there’s hardly any pas
ture,” rancher Kynn Patterson said M onday, 
part o f  the lunch crowed at the M unday 
D airy  Queen.

Ranchers are reducing their herds.
“I ’ve cut back considerably on the am ount 

o f  cows I ’ve go t,” Patterson said.
The drought is no respecter o f  size. The big 

ranches are hurting, too.
“W ym an and I were the 26th , 27 th  and 

28 th  on the W aggoner R anch,” Patterson said, 
referring to photographer W ym an M einzer, 
seated in  an adjoining booth.

The W aggoner has shipped cattle off its 
vast acreage, Patterson said.

Then Patterson gestured toward D oug 
Tidw ell, vice president o f  Capital Farm  
C redit, eating lunch at a nearby table.

In  the typical style o f  farm er-banker jokes.

Patterson ribbed Tidwell, saying, “H e ’s seen 
us all on our knees the last two years.”

Patterson continued in the same vein.
“I have trouble sleeping at n igh t,” Patterson 

said. “I can’t  imagine w hat his life is like. I ’ve 
ju st got one loan.”

Tidw ell took the remarks in  stride, adm it
ting  th a t farmers and ranchers are facing 
tough times. Regular governm ent assistance to 
farmers is insignificant, he said. Capital Farm 
C redit has ties to the federal governm ent, bu t 
raises its own funds by selling bonds.

“W e’re part o f  the farm credit system,” 
T idw ell said.

B ut the organization is far enough removed 
from  the workings o f  the federal governm ent’s 
farm program to keep Tidwell and his ilk 
guessing like everyone else about how  things 
wUl play out w ith the current farm bill, ex
tended for another year right before the gov
ernm ent’s m uch anticipated end-of-the-year 
“fiscal cliff” budget crisis.

“W e didn’t  know  w hat they were going to 
do,” T idw ell said.

D isaster programs could help drought- 
struck farmers and ranchers, bu t T idw ell has 
no predictions as to how  and w hen such help

See DROUGHT, Page 4
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Hay moved across Knox County in all directions the last day of 2012, including two 
round bales that went west through downtown Knox City. Feeding hay is a way 
ranchers are dealing with the current drought. In earlier times, a more common 
sight might have been cows being driven to greener pastures.
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Postal service to 
reduce hours in  
Benjamin, Goree
By Hanaba Munn Welch
Tlie Knox County News-Courier

In  some ways, life begins a t 10 o’clock 
in  G oree. I t ’s w hen  the  m ail com es, u n 
less i t ’s late.

M onday  it  was late.
“I f  the  m ail tru ck  is late, I can’t  help 

th a t,” said P ostm aster Jan ie Sanchez.
P atrons w ho dropped  by d idn’t  com 

plain, glad at least G oree still has a post 
office and happy to  say good m orn ing  
to  Sanchez despite the absence o f  fresh  
m ail in  th e ir  boxes.

G oree postal custom ers know  th a t 
sm all postal operations are in  jeopardy

“A ll m y custom ers are very concerned 
about i t ,” Sanchez said.

For now, the  sm all office m aintains 
longer hours than  som e offices o f  sim ilar 
caliber. Sanchez, w ho lives in  M unday, 
is at the G oree office weekdays, from  
7 a.m . to  2 p.m . M onday, W ednesday 

See POSTAL SERVICE, Page 8

Veteran recalls 
W W II service
By Hanaba Munn Welch
Tlie Knox County News-Courier

M en tio n  the  m on th  o f  D ecem ber 
to  M arv in  Jones, even on N ew  Year’s 
Eve, and h e’s m ost likely to  ta lk  about 
W orld  W ar II.

N ever m ind  th a t D ecem ber ushers in  
a b rand  new  year. For Jones, though ts 
o f  2013 pale in  com parison to  his vivid 
m em ories o f  the  1940s, specifically the 
years he spent as a sailor on  th e  USS 
M ississippi.

D u rin g  the  war, Jones d id  m ore than  
m ake history; he recorded it.

“W e kept the  log books,” he said.
As a navigator, Jones saw th ings h ap 

pen  from  the  ship’s bridge.
“I liked to  be up there w ith  the  of

ficers on the  bridge,” he said.
Jones m issed the  bom bing  a t Pearl 

H arbor. So d id  the B attleship  M is
sissippi. I t  was anchored in  European

See VETERAN, Page 8
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Prepared to brave the elements on Christmas Day, Wyman Meinzer rests against a buffalo robe 
and waits for just the right sunlight to shoot pictures on the range. One of Meinzer’s photo
graphs of a bison herd in the snow is included in a new book on Charles Goodnight, written by 
Byron Price with photography by Meinzer.

N ew  M einzer book 
highlights legendary 
Charles Goodnight
By Hanaba Munn Welch
The Post Dispatch

B E N JA M IN  —  Photographer W ym an M enizer 
has plenty o f  good things to  say about his new  book 
about Charles G oodnight, still som ehow m anaging 
to  stay hum ble. I t ’s his style.

The book is “Charles G oodnight: A  M an  for All 
A ges,” 2012, Badlands D esign 8c Production. In  the 
first place, M einzer didn’t  w rite it, leaving him  room 
to praise the talents o f  Byron Price, the author.

“Byron is a hell o f  a good w riter,” M einzer said. 
“Very thorough. ReaUy a super w riter.”

A nd M einzer is also inclined to  shift attention 
from  him self to  G oodnight. A  typical inscription 
from  him  m ight read “H oping  you will enjoy our sa
lute to  this great Texan!”

M einzer’s challenge w hen he team ed up w ith  Price 
was to provide photographs for a book about a m an

w ho’s no longer around to  be photographed. G ood
night, quintessential Texas trail driver and rancher, 
lived from  1836 to  1929. The Price account o f G ood
n igh t’s long life deals w ith  the final 50 years in 150 
pages o f  text and pictures —  some historic, b u t m ost 
the w ork o f  M einzer, renow ned for his photographs 
o f  Texas wildlife, cowboys and ranches.

“I realized I was ju st going to  have to go in  and 
h u n t the locations where he lived and w orked,’’M ein 
zer said, w orking in his com m ents between signing 
books at an evening pre-C hristm as event last week at 
Santa Fe on the Brazos in Benjamin, his wife’s clo th
ing and gift business.

Santa Claus was there too, eclipsing M einzer for 
some, including M einzer’s own grandchildren, A d 
dison and T riston M einzer. B ut Santa Claus was a

See MEINZER, Page 8

Knox Notes
Events are listed fre e  o f charge 
fo r nonprofit civic organizations, 
schools and com m unity events. 
Subm it listings a t least tw o  
weeks ahead o f th e  d a te . List
ings w ill run through th e  date  o f 
th e  even t. Em ailed submissions 
are preferred  to  kcnew scourier©  
gm ail.com .

Recycling center hours
The Munday Recycling C enter 
is now open 10 a .m . to  3 p .m . 
Monday through Thursdays and 
10 a .m . to  noon Fridays. P lastic 
grocery bags are no longer be
ing accepted, /vtost o ther recy
clab le  m aterials are accepted, 
including No. 1 and 3 plastic 
containers and most electronics, 
including ce ll phones. For in fo r
m ation, contact Cindy Zuniga a t 
940-445-3666

Munday council
The Munday C ity Council m eets 
a t 6 :30 p .m . th e  second Tuesday 
o f the m onth in th e  conference 
room a t C ity H all. The next 
scheduled m eeting w ill be Jan.
8 . For in form ation , ca ll C ity H all 
a t 422-4331.

Commissioners Court
The Knox County Commissioners 
C ourt m eets a t 1:30 p .m . the  
second Monday o f th e  m onth 
in Commission Chambers a t 
th e  Knox County Courthouse in 
Benjam in. The next scheduled 
m eeting w ill be Jan. 14. For 
in form ation , contact County 
C lerk A nnette O ffu tt a t kcdisco®  
srcaccess.net or 459-2441.

Corrections
If you spot an error of fact, 
contact Editor Wayne Hodgin at 
kcnewscourier@gmail. com.

News on the go
Use your 
smartphone to 
scan the quick 
response, or 
QR, code to 
visit us online.
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Francis Victor Redder

F ran c is  V ic to r  R e d d e r  
p assed  aw ay F riday , D e 
ce m b e r 28 , 2 0 1 2 , in  h is 
h o m e  a t th e  age o f  88. 
F ran c is  w as b o rn  O c to b e r  
24 , 1924 , in  R h in e la n d  to  
V ic to r  an d  A n g e la  R e d 
der.

F ra n c is  se rved  in  th e  
A rm y  d u r in g  W o r ld  W a r 
I I  a n d  received  th e  P u rp le  
H e a r t .  H e  w as a life lo n g  
m e m b e r  o f  S t. Jo se p h  
C a th o lic  C h u rc h  an d  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  K n ig h ts  
o f  C o lu m b u s . F ra n c is  w as 
th e  m a n ag e r o f  th e  S h a m 
ro ck  S ta tio n  fo r m any, 
m a n y  years.

F ran c is  w as a k in d , 
g e n tle , h o n e s t, an d  h a rd  
w o rk in g  m a n . H e  w ill be  
m issed  by m a n y  an d  w ill 
be fo rev er in  o u r  h e a r ts . 
W e love you.

F ran c is  w as p re c e d e d  
in  d e a th  by  h is  w ife , E l 
len , h is  m o th e r  an d  fa th e r, 
V ic to r  an d  A n g e la , one  
b ro th e r , J o h n  R ed d er, one  
sis ter, G e r tru d e  K u h an e k , 
an d  o n e  s is te r-in -la w , 
R eb a  R ed d er.

M r. R e d d e r  is su rv ived  
by  th re e  d a u g h te rs , L a u 
ra an d  B ill F ies t, S tacy  
L a th a m  a n d  L isa  an d  B ob

Become a fan 
of the Knox 

County 
News-Courier 
on Focebook.
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2012 PROCLAMATION

MUNDAY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

‘‘THE MOGULS”

WHEREAS, the Munday High School Football Team “The Moguls” won the 
2012 Texas High School 1A Division II State Championship, defeating the Te- 
naha Tigers 42-14 on December 20, 2012; and

WHEREAS; students, players, coaches, parents and supporters have all come 
together in making a truly championship team; and

WHEREAS; the dedication, hard work, long hours of practice, mutual support 
and commitment o f the team and coaches exemplify the pride and heart of the 
Munday CISD football program; and

WHEREAS the student leaders of The Moguls have exhibited a work ethic and 
level of confidence that transcends the football field; and

WHEREAS, the recognition and celebration of our Championship Team serves 
to bring our community together in honoring our students and their coaches for a 
phenomenal football season resulting in an outstanding 15 and 0 record.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Munday that the Munday High School Football Team “The Moguls” be 
Honored for their success in being the 2012 Texas High School 1A Division II 
Champions; and

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED that City Council o f the City o f Munday 
calls on all of our community to join with family and friends in the celebration 
and honoring of the 2012 Munday High School Moguls as the 2012 Texas High 
School 1A Division II State Champions.

D ated  this 21st day o f December 2012

Robert Bowen
Robert Bowen, Mayor

I
Ryan Cottingham, Mayor Pro-Tern 

Keith Kuehler, Council Member 

Traci Blair, Council Member

Trey Singleton, Council Member 

Charles Grisham, Council Member

Getting older

FRANCIS VICTOR 
REDDER

H a ll  all o f  S an  A n g e lo ; 
one  son , M a rk  an d  F ra n -  
c ine  R e d d e r  o f  R u n 
aw ay B ay; fo u r  b ro th e rs , 
R a y m o n d  a n d  M a ry 
a n n  o f  S eym our, E d d ie  
an d  D o ris  A n n  o f  K nox 
C ity , R h in e y  o f  M u n d a y  
an d  B illy  an d  Je a n e n e  o f  
M u n d a y ; n in e  g ra n d 
c h ild re n  an d  n in e  g re a t
g ra n d c h ild re n .

R osary  w as S unday  a t 
th e  funeral hom e. F uneral 
m ass w as M o n d a y  a t St. 
Jo sep h  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  in  
R h in e lan d  w ith  in te rm e n t 
fo llow ing  in  th e  church  
cem etery  u n d e r th e  d irec
tio n  o f  M c C a u le y -S m ith  
F unera l H o m e  o f  M unday .

CHRIS
BLACKBURN

A re you  g o in g  to  b e  s e lf  su f
f ic ie n t a t age 70, 80 , 90  o r 
100? I f  y o u ’re a lread y  th e re , 

are you  in  p re t ty  g o o d  sh ap e?  P e rh a p s  
g o o d  e n o u g h  sh a p e  to  m ak e  i t  a n o th e r  
decade?

B y th e  m id d le  o f  th is  cen tu ry , six m il
lio n  p eo p le  are p re d ic te d  to  b e  liv in g  in  
th e ir  100s o n  th is  p la n e t.

B y th e  en d  o f  th e  cen tu ry , a n d  p e r 
h ap s  m u c h  so o n e r, th e  life  ex p e c tan c y  

in  th is  c o u n try  c o u ld  
e n d  up  m u c h  o lder. O f  
co u rse , t h a t ’s w ith o u t  
s o m e th in g  ca ta c ly sm ic  
h a p p e n in g .

T oday , th e re  are 
3 4 0 ,0 0 0  over 100  years 
o ld  a ro u n d  th e  g lo b e  
w ith  th e  h ig h e s t  c o n 
c e n tra tio n s  in  th e  U .S . 
a n d  J a p a n , a c co rd in g  
to  th e  la te s t  C e n su s  
B u rea u  fig u res . T h e i r  
n u m b e rs  are p ro je c te d  
to  g ro w  a t m o re  th a n  
2 0  tim e s  th e  ra te s  o f  

th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  by  2 0 5 0 , m a k in g  
th e m  th e  fa s te s t g ro w in g  age se g m e n t.

G e n e tic s  a lo n g  w ith  m e d ic a l advances 
an d  im p ro v e d  d ie ts , w h ic h  have  r e 
d u ce d  h e a r t  d isease  a n d  s tro k e , are th e  
rea so n s  p e o p le  are liv in g  lo n g er.

T h ro w  in  c u t t in g  ed g e  te c h n o l
og y  a n d  th e  fac t sc ie n tis ts  are m a k in g  
in c re d ib le  f in d in g s  re g a rd in g  th e  ag in g  
p ro cess  a n d  w h o  kn o w s h o w  o ld  som e 
o f  us m ay  en d  u p  b e in g .

A  w h ile  b ack , w h ile  c h e c k in g  o u t 
som e sh o w  o n  ag in g , m o re  th a n  one  
s c ie n tis t  spoke  a b o u t h u m a n s  b e in g  c a 
p ab le  o f  liv in g  150  o r  2 0 0  years w ith in  
th e  n e x t 50  years.

C a n  you  im a g in e  liv in g  2 0 0  years?
I su p p o se  i t  w o u ld  b e  fin e , i f  w e are 

ta lk in g  a b o u t q u a lity  years. O f  co u rse , 
you  m ig h t have to  have all o f  y o u r o r 
g an s rep la ce d  (g ro w n  a t an  o rg a n  fa rm ) 
a n d  y o u r b o n e s  an d  m u sc les  w o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  n e e d  a s ig n if ic a n t u p g rad e . 
A n d  n o n e  o f  us w o u ld  w a n t to  live th a t

Dixie Divas

The gate

lo n g  w i th o u t  b e in g  sh a rp  m en ta lly .
J a p a n , w ith  its  lo w -fa t  s ta p le  o f  fish  

a n d  rice , is e x p e c ted  to  have th e  m o s t 
c e n te n a r ia n s  in  2 0 5 0  —  6 2 7 ,0 0 0 , o r 
n e a r ly  1 p e rc e n t o f  its  to ta l  p o p u la tio n , 
a c c o rd in g  to  cen su s e s tim a te s . T h a t ’s 
in c re d ib le .

J a p a n  has a th r iv in g  in d u s t ry  w h ic h  
ca te rs  to  th e ir  ad v a n c in g  p o p u la tio n . 
P erso n ally , I  th in k  th e  J a p a n e se  t r e a t  
th e ir  e ld ers  b e t te r  th a n  w e do  as w ell. 
T h e y  seem  to  g ive th e  p ro p e r  re sp e c t 
to  th e ir  e ld e rly  p o p u la tio n  a n d  n o t  ca st 
th e m  as ide  as so o f te n  h a p p e n s  in  th e  
U .S ., b u t  I d ig ress .

H e re , c e n te n a r ia n s  are ex p e c ted  to  
in c re ase  f ro m  7 5 ,0 0 0  to  m o re  th a n  
6 0 0 ,0 0 0  by  2 0 5 0 . T h o s e  h i t t in g  an d  
p a ss in g  th e  m ile s to n e  w ill m o s tly  be  
b ab y  b o o m e rs .

G u e ss  w e b e t te r  g e t M e d ic a re  an d  
S o c ia l S e c u r ity  fixed  fo r  good!

T h a t  m a n y  c e n te n a r ia n s  also  m ean s  
c o n s id e ra b le  g ro w th  in  n u rs in g  h o m e s , 
a s s is te d  liv in g  c e n te rs  a n d  re t i re m e n t 
ce n te rs .

W h e n  I  m o v ed  to  C h ild re s s  a f te r  
co llege , I  lived  w ith  m y  g ra n d fa th e r .
H e  w as 82 a n d  w as v e ry  sh a rp . I  a c tu 
ally  d id  n o t  rea lize  th a t  h e  w as ra re  
in  te rm s  o f  b e in g  th a t  age a n d  g e t
t in g  a ro u n d  as w e ll as h e  d id . H e  lived  
a n o th e r  th re e  years a n d  o u ts id e  o f  an  
o n g o in g  b a t t le  w ith  co n g e stiv e  h e a r t  
fa ilu re , w as in  g o o d  h e a lth  a n d  stay ed  
sh a rp  m en ta lly .

O n  th e  o th e r  ex tre m e , m y  fa th e r  is 70  
w ith  d e m e n tia  an d  h e ’s c o m p le te ly  d e 
p e n d e n t  o n  ca re  g ivers fo r  ev e ry th in g . 
M y  m o th e r  d ie d  a t age 63.

I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t th a t  says a b o u t m y  
fu tu re , b u t  I  su re  h o p e  m y  d o m in a n t 
g en es co m e f ro m  m y  g ra n d fa th e r , i f  you  
g e t m y  m e a n in g .

O n e  th in g  I ’m  su re  of: R e g a rd le ss  i f  
you  live to  b e  60  o r  160 , th e  days g e t 
s h o r te r  th e  o ld e r  you  g e t a n d  th e  e n d  
w ill b e  h e re  b e fo re  yo u  k n o w  it.

Christopher Blackburn is publisher o f The  
Knox County News-Courier and CEO of Black
burn Media Group.

RONDA
RICH

I t  all s ta r te d  w ith  a 
b re a k -in  th e n  co n 
tin u e d  to  a b re a k 

in g  p o in t w h en  a crazy  
w o m an  show ed  up  a t m y 
door, ra n tin g  ab o u t aliens 
w h o  h a d  la n d ed  a t h e r  
house . S he n eed ed  m e to  

w rite  an 
artic le  
to  w arn  
th e ir  
co m 
m a n d er 
n o t to  
send  
th e m  
b ack  
to  h e r 
house . 
W h e n

----------------------- T in k
h ea rd  I

h ad  ru n  o f f  a car fu ll o f  
Je h o v ah  W itn e s se s  w ith  
m y sh o tg u n , he  said , 
“T h a t ’s it. W e ’re p u ttin g  
in  a gate . F o r you r safety, 
as w ell as th e  safe ty  o f  
aliens an d  Je h o v ah  W i t 
n esses .”
F o r a w h ile , I h ad  d e 
m u rred  over in s ta llin g  a 
p rivacy  gate  b u t, finally,
I w as ready  to  agree. T h e  
crazy  w o m an  and  h e r  
aliens h ad  p ersu ad ed  m e. 
“B u t I ’m  n o t g o in g  to  be 
in  charge o f  c o n s tru c tio n ,” 
I w arn ed .
W e h ad  ju s t  h ad  to  m ake 
w h a t s ta r te d  as m in o r 
rep a ir  to  th e  balcony  b u t 
becam e m ajor. T o  anyone 
w ho  has ever h ad  to  w o rk  
w ith  a c o n tra c to r  —  es
pec ia lly  th o se  w ho  lo o k  
a t w o m en ’s ideas and  
q u es tio n s  w ith  d isd a in  —  
yo u ’ll u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  m y 
nerves w ere s tre tc h e d  to  
th e  m ax.
“G re a t ,” he  said.
I t  d id n ’t w o rk  o u t th a t  
way. H e  w as w o rk in g  14- 
h o u r  days in  L o s A ngeles,

executive p ro d u c in g  a 
te lev is io n  series an d  I w as 
hom e.
“J u s t g e t it  s ta rte d  fo r m e. 
G e t th e  q u o te s  and  I ’ll 
tak e  i t  f ro m  th e re .”
I called  fo r fo u r qu o te s . I 
d rew  a p ic tu re  and  gave 
a lis t o f  w h a t w e w an ted . 
O n e  co n trac to r, th e  f r ie n d  
o f  a f r ie n d , cam e b u t 
never fo llow ed  up. O n e
—  th e  one  I th o u g h t I 
cou ld  c o u n t on  th e  m o st
—  daw d led  a t p u tt in g  th e  
q u o te  to g e th e r , w h ich  le ft 
tw o vying  fo r th e  job .
O n e  m an  —  B rian  P arks
—  h u s tle d  to  g e t th e  jo b  
and  s trived  to  g e t i t  close 
to  o u r b u d g e t. B rian  was 
g o in g  to  cu s to m  w eld  th e  
w ro u g h t- iro n  ga te . T in k , 
w ho  h ad  b een  p reo c cu 
p ied  w ith  sc rip t rew rites  
an d  a s ta r w ith  la ry n g i
tis , su d d en ly  arose fro m  
ob liv ion  w h en  he saw  th e  
ga te  I h ad  ske tched .
“N o t a rc h ed ,” he  said. 
“S o m e th in g  s tra ig h t 
across and  n o t so h ig h .” 
“O K , send  m e a sk e tch  o f  
w h a t you w an t, an d  I ’ll 
give i t  to  B r ia n .”
A fte r  a few  days o f  re 
m in d e rs  an d  n o t receiv ing  
th e  sk e tch , I m e t w ith  
B rian  and  gave h im  a 
rev ised  ske tch .
“You c^an m e e t w ith  T in k  
n ex t w eek  an d  go over it  
w ith  h im .”
S uddenly , o u t o f  n ow here , 
T in k  ro a red  to  life. H e  
g o t o n lin e  and  s ta rte d  
lo o k in g  a t gates. F rom  
an  a irp o r t som ew here , 
he te x ted  a p h o to  o f  th e  
ga te  he  w an ted . S it dow n. 
G e t ready  fo r th is . A  
ca ttle  gate . T h e  k in d  th a t  
you can  go to  th e  local 
h ard w are  sto re  o r fa rm e r’s 
supp ly  and  pu rchase .
T h e  k in d  th a t  w h en  I

h ad  a b o a rd  fence b u ilt ,
I sh u n n e d . I h ad  a w ood  
ga te  b u ilt  to  keep  fro m  
u sin g  th e  p la in , u til ity  
gate.
I th o u g h t i t  w as a joke .
I ’m  s till in  ho p es th a t  it  
w as, th a t  I haven ’t m a rrie d  
a guy  w ho  w as serious 
ab o u t u s in g  a ca ttle  ga te  
fo r an  en tra n ce  gate. 
“P lease , baby, p lease ,” he 
said. “P lease  le t m e have 
th is  gate . I t ’s p e rfe c t fo r 
th e  R o n d a ro sa  (w h ich  he 
has c h ris te n e d  o u r p la ce ).” 
I la u g h ed  it off. “N o  w ay.” 
I co u ld n ’t  believe w e w ere 
in  a d isa g re em en t over 
such. N orm ally , w h en  it  
com es to  sty le issues, we 
agree unfailing ly .
F ac in g  d efea t, he  said, 
“L e t  m e send  an  em ail 
and  ask  you r fam ily  to  
v o te .”
“G o  ahead . W e m ay be 
sim ple , co u n try  fo lks b u t 
w e have class, sty le  and  
taste . N o  one w ill vo te 
fo r a ca ttle  g a te .” I h ad  
co m p le te  con fidence .
T in k  a t te m p te d  to  w in  
vo tes by  o ffe rin g  to  help  
g e t up  hay. S till, one by 
one —  w ith  n a ry  a w ord  
f ro m  m e —  vo ted  ze a l
ously  fo r a w ro u g h t- iro n  
gate .
R odney , a f te r  ca s tin g  h is 
vo te , ad d ed , “See you th is  
w eekend . W e ’re g e ttin ’ up  
hay.”
T in k , so m ew h at g rac io u s
ly, accep ted  th e  u n a n i
m ous vo te . B u t g e t up  
hay? H u h , no. H e  chose 
a w eek en d  a t th e  C lo is te r  
in stead .

Ronda Rich is a Southern 
humorist, storyteller and 
best-selling author. Her lat
est book, "There's A Better 
Day A-Comin'," is available at 
rondarich.com.
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The 501
Spirit o f Christmas and faith o f a child

Benjamin News

When little children 
pray, they usu
ally thank God for 

some obvious things —  their 
dog, their goldfish, the air they 
breathe, their parents, their 
grandparents, toys, whatever, 
not necessarily in that order. 
Their lists always bring a smile. 
W hen asked to be grateful, 

children 
rise to the 
task 

How
ever, back 
when my 
mother was 
teaching 
me to say 
a bedtime 
prayer, I 
thanked 
God for 
some stuff

-----------------------' and then
said, “But I 

don’t  thank you for the winter.” 
Poor mother. She had to 

stop me at that point to say 
we should thank God for 
everything, winter included. I 
remember thinking I was just 
being honest. She was probably 
thinking it would have been 
easier to stick with “Now I lay 
me down to sleep.” It would 
have.

HANABA
MUNN

WELCH

I’m thankful I had a mother 
who felt obligated to go the 
extra mile beyond the perfunc
tory prayer, eloquent though it 
was for a child’s rhyme. Maybe 
she just didn’t want me saying 
the part about “I f  I should die 
before I wake__ ”

Being childless. I’ve not had 
to grapple with the hard ques
tions. I just remember asking 
them.

W hen Daddy removed the 
chimney from our house, I was 
concerned about how Santa 
Claus would manage. Never 
mind the chimney was part of 
a flue for the wood stove that 
once stood in the kitchen, it’s 
former presence marked by a 
pie plate-looking thing up on 
the wall that covered the hole 
where the stovepipe had been. 
To allay my fears about the lack 
of a chimney. M other told me 
Santa Claus could get in no 
matter how small the space.
I took her at her word, but I 
still missed the chimney. Every 
house should have one.

About a year later, when I 
was about 5, my parents and I 
were on a road trip o f some sort. 
I think we were about to cross 
a truss bridge when, from the 
backseat o f the ’48 Chrysler, I 
suddenly remarked, “There’s no

Santa Claus, is there?” Mother 
was ready. She said, “There’s the 
spirit o f Santa Claus.”

I didn’t  quite know what she 
meant by that, but it worked 
for me. Nothing changed, and 
Santa Claus kept bringing me 
stuff for years.

W hen in doubt, be vague.
M y friend Kristin also had 

questions at an early age. Rnally 
she simply told her mother she 
would have to level with her. 
Kristin explained to her mother 
she would someday have chil
dren of her own and she wanted 
to know what to tell them.

Until then, Kristin’s mother 
had prolonged the credibility 
o f Santa Claus by leaving gift 
tags on certain presents signed 
“Santa” in totally unfamiliar 
handwriting. W ho but Santa 
could have signed them?

Well, forgive me for spending 
all this time on Christmas when 
a new year is upon us. I can’t 
help it. The spirit o f Santa Claus 
doesn’t get d raped  off into the 
sunrise by a team of reindeer. It 
hangs around a while.

I guess M other was right.

Hanaba Munn Welch is a contribu
tor and columnist for The Knox 
County News-Courier.

The Idle American

On getting it right...

DON
NEWBURY

S
O far as I know, there are no findings to sug
gest that persons carefiil to'“dot every ‘i’ and 
cross every ‘t”’get it right significantly more 

often than the rest o f us who are more prone to be 
slip-shod in such matters.

Such seemed even more the case in yesterday’s 
world, when most communication consisted of 
complete sentences and “uncontracted” words and 
we dared shortening states’names to abbreviations 
only when feeling feisty.

Mostlywe attempted 
mightily to “be ourselves,” un
derstanding that we’ll make 
goofs, but never, hopefully, of 
the heart. We harbor hope 
readers and listeners will be 
charitable, understanding and 
—  in some cases —  forgiving.

An art to be practiced in 
such matters is merely to 
smile —  as opposed to laugh
ing out loud or crying —  
when someone stumbles.

Preachers are often “sit
ting ducks”—  OK, maybe 

“standing ducks”—  for a couple of reasons. They 
appear regularly in front of the same folks —  and 
sometimes they try too hard.

Case in point: One parson, urging parishio
ners to move closer to the front, explained “the 
agnostics are terrible” in the sanctuary. Reckon he 
meant acoustics?

Another pulpit blunder —  back in 1998 —  
likewise was caused by a single word. It occurred 
when Bill Clinton’s name was in headlines for 
other than presidential reasons.

A t a Waco church, the Sunday morning prayer 
was fervent. It centered on the importance of 
forgiving. “H e makes mistakes, and we make 
mistakes. H e made bad choices, and so do we. He 
deserves forgiveness as much as we who seek it,” 
etc. It was a lengthy prayer, and the staffer at the 
lectern fiiUy intended to end it with “So please be 
with our president.”

Instead, he said, “So please be with our pastor.” 
Ministers know they’re going to be second- 

guessed. The Rev. Dr. Travis Burleson, a Salado 
pastor, should be so lucky. Instead, he is “third- 
guessed, fourth-guessed and fifth-guessed,” too.

In his flock are five retired pastors, most of 
them several years his senior.

Claiming they are typically genfle with him, he

prizes a hand-written note one of them slipped 
into a handshake following a sermon. It read: 
“Your material was excellent, research solid, illus
trations effective. However, I could have preached 
it better!”

A  guest preacher was not at a “loss for words” 
recently. Instead, he was at a “loss for electricity.”

The struggling little church was in arrears on 
the electricity bill, and when the preacher arrived 
for the Sunday night worship, it was a “candle
light service”—  by necessity.

His sermon notes didn’t do him much good, 
however.

Sometimes speakers wander in where angels 
fear to tread. I did so at First Baptist Church in 
Plainview in November. I knew the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Armes, president o f Wayland Baptist University 
and an FBC member there, had taken a nasty fall 
on his bicycle last fall.

I thought I’d kid him gently, noting Wayland’s 
next catalog will include a course called “Bicycle 
Safety 101.’’There were polite smiles, but little 
laughter. W hat I did not know is that a Wayland 
student had been stmck and killed while bicycling 
a few weeks following Dr. Armes’ mishap.

The lesson there, o f course, is to avoid trivializ
ing someone else’s mishaps. Speakers typically are 
much better off being their own “fall guys.”

Long-ago banter can produce smiles. A  
friend attended a baseball game at Fort Worth’s 
LaGrave Reid around 1930. A  World W ar I pilot 
was performing daring aerial maneuvers above 
the field. Two wide-eyed 14-year-olds focused 
intently on the aerial show.

“Can you imagine anything worse than being 
up there in that airplane?” one asked. “Oh, yes,” 
his friend answered, “Being up there without that 
airplane!” It may be one of these youngsters who, 
upon finishing a theme assignment, bunched 
several commas and periods in the comer on the 
last page —  “extras” the teacher was free to “place 
wherever needed.”

Next week. I’ll begin my second decade of 
weekly column-writing. Some of it will be “on 
a wing and a prayer.”The prayer will be for your 
continued indulgence, forgiving attitude and 
charitable nature. I hope some of my stories will 
make you smile and sometimes even serve to 
inspire.

Don Newbury, fonner chancellor at Howard Payne Uni
versity, is a humorist and motivational speaker.

Christm as is over, 
and  after Tuesday, 
and  the  ushering 

in  o f  ano ther year, maybe 
we can settle dow n to  our 
regular rou tine again.

The hohdays were fun, 
though  overshadowed by 
the  deaths o f  several friends 
in  the  area w ith in  the  past 
few  weeks. A n d  th en  the 
snow  on  C hristm as D ay  
caught several away from  
hom e and  having to  travel 
in  o rder to  be back  a t w ork 
on W ednesday, b u t it seems 
everyone around here m ade 
it O K . O th e r  th an  being 
p retty  cold, today (Sunday) 
is n o t too  bad.

R egard ing  o u r ill 
M axine S tubbs reported  

M onday  h er b ro th er Roy 
E d  G riffin , fo rm er B enja
m in  resident, was undergo
ing surgery a t S co tt and  
W h ite  in  T em ple for a 
broken  neck he suffered in  a 
bulldozer accident.

Jan  C arver has been 
hom e a couple o f  weeks 
now  after several weeks in  
H en d rick  M edical C e n 
te r in  A bilene. She’s stiU 
recovering from  th a t b roken 
leg she suffered on  T hanks
giving Day. A n d  th o u g h  the 
bone (fem ur) is m ending, 
she stiU can’t  p u t any w eight 
on  it, so she w ill be in  a 
w heelchair four o r five m ore 
weeks. She’s w illing to  deal 
w ith  th a t a few  m ore weeks 
because she doesn’t  w an t 
to  go th rough  any m ore 
d iscom fort th an  she has 
aheady.

R ando lph  B arne tt had  
arthroscopic knee surgery 
on  C hristm as Eve. H e  had  
really h ad  trouble for several 
weeks, so C hristm as or not, 
he was ready to  get it  taken 
care of. H e ’s feefing great —  
glad to  m ove his leg and  n o t 
hu rt. H e  had  the  surgery in  
A bilene and  cam e hom e the 
same day.

O th e r  th an  colds, sore 
throats, allergies and  b o th 
ersom e aches and pains o f  
old age, everyone else seems 
to  be m aking it O K , and  we 
are thankfu l for that.

H e r e ’n’th e re
There has been  lots o f  

visiting during  the  past 
few  days. A round  m id -D e 
cem ber Susan and  H an n a h  
W h ite  m ade a trip  to  Sac
ram ento , Calif., to  visit the ir 
daughter and  sister, M e 
lissa O sborne and  family. 
M ehssa has a new  baby boy, 
L iam  H arrison  O sborne. 
Susan and  H an n a h  enjoyed 
the w eek they  were there.

Also, on  D ec. 14, Shaylee 
P ropps graduated  from  
W est Texas A & M  in  C a n 
yon w ith  a degree in  anim al 
science. A tten d in g  the 
com m encem ent p rogram  
were h er m om . S hannon  
P ropps, and  her b ro ther and 
his wife. T rey and  Carrie, 
o f  Vera. O th ers  attend ing  
were D o n  and  Jim m ie Kaye 
Liles o f  H o lly  Lake R anch, 
H erb e rt and  D ickie Propps 
o f  Seymour, C ody  P ropps o f  
T arle ton  S tate in  S tephen- 
ville, N afessa E braheim  
o f  W ich ita  Falls, J im  and  
Susan Spake o f  M unday, 
T odd  and  Jill PhUfips o f  
Canyon, G ladys M iller o f  
G reen  Valley, A riz., C hance 
P ropps o f  L os A ngeles, S ta- 
cia and Jam es P ropps and 
D onn ie  and  B arbara Ryder,

T h e  K n o x  C o u n t y  ^Neiit0-OIaurter
Local Display Rate: Annual Subscription Rate:

$4 per column inch $30 in Knox County
(20% off previous owner!) $35 outside Knox County

Deadline is noon Monday Makes a great gift!

kcnewscourier.com
We ’re working on getting our offices staffed.

We appreciate your patience.

888- 400-1083 kcnewscourier® gmail .com

all o f  B enjam in. T odd  and 
Jill hosted  a p re-g radua
tion  party  a t the ir hom e. 
H am burgers and all the 
trim m ings and  cake were 
enjoyed by th e  guests.

O n  Saturday before 
C hristm as, m y fam ily was 
a t m y house for a day o f  
visiting, g ift exchanges and 
food. M an y  fam ily m em bers 
were unable to  be here due 
to  o the r obligations, b u t 
those presen t were D iane, 
M ike  and  A shlee Evans o f  
C hildress, Kevin and  Beckie 
S m ith  and R and i o f  M u n 
day, M arla  M olina, Jerry  
A m y a n d T ia  o f  D um as, 
D eb i and  M ike M oorhouse, 
D illon  Keys and  friend  T rey 
S tinnett o f  M unday, and 
C odyT ay lo r o f  B enjam in.

V isiting  H azel S tockton 
during  C hristm as were 
P am  and  K eith  C o n n e r and 
grandson  C arson  C o n n e r o f  
M id land , C lay and M elan ia 
C o n n e r and  baby girl o f  
Lubbock, B laine N eal and 
fam ily o f  Seymour, and 
Steve and  Judy  W atson  o f  
D u ra n t, O kla.

W es and  E rika H o l
m es, Jayden and  Jaycee had 
several different C hristm as 
get-togethers w ith  various 
m em bers o f  the ir families. 
They w en t to  her dad ’s. Pep 
N icholson a t Rochester, one 
n igh t, th en  on to  S tam ford  
th e  next day to  be w ith  her 
m om  and  her husband, 
Lexie and  Kelly W flliam - 
son. T heir final stop was at 
his parents, A lan  and Je n 
nifer H o lm es a t Rochester.

Susan and  T racy C a rt
w righ t were in  C anyon for 
th e  com m encem ent o f  W est 
Texas A & M . Their son 
Lucas was a m em ber o f  the  
graduating  class.

Jan e t and  G ary  Reed 
hosted  a C hristm as party  
and d inner in  the ir hom e on 
Saturday before C hristm as. 
A tten d in g  were Blaine and 
G ary  N eal and  fam ily o f  
Seymour, C lay and  M elan ia 
C o n n e r and A dahlee o f  
Lubbock, E d ith  Broach o f  
K nox City, and  J im m y and  
M ichele B arrientez and 
fam ily o f  B enjam in.

D ebbie C ldow er and 
Sara had  several C hristm as 
guests, includ ing  C athy  
T om linson  o f  D en ton ,
B etty  Parker and  C helsea o f  
A sperm ont, R obert G lower 
o f  E lectra, Sam  and  Sabra 
T u rner o f  Ulyses, K an., and 
G loria  W est o f  Benjam in.

Sim s S taff to ld  m e he 
spent C hristm as D ay  a t his 
fam ily’s farm  near O lney  
w ith  his parents and  his 
sister and  brother-in-law .

V isiting  Roger and  B etty  
B ohannon  during  C h ris t
m as w ere the ir daughters, 
B onnie and  C raig  H ow ell 
and  fam ily o f  N ebraska, 
Jam ie Brumley, N icholas 
and  Jo sh  and  Tyler F ord  o f  
M unday, K.J. A n d  D ako ta  
(N ick and  Josh’s cousins) o f  
V ernon, D ebbie S tephenson 
o f  Clyde, and  M ike  Young 
o f  Benjam in.

B etty  Lyles spen t C h ris t
m as w ith  her daughter Judy  
R obinson and  fam ily in  
Sherm an.

V isiting  w ith  D oris and 
S onny B ufkin during  the  
C hristm as holidays were 
M ike and  L orrie  B ufkin o f  
Crow ell, D ebbie G o fo rth  
and  M eg an  o f  F o rt W o rth  
and  M ichele B row n, Kelsey 
and  E m m y  o f  Benjam in.

F or C hristm as Reyes 
B arrien tez had  her son 
Jun io r and  V irginia o f  
S tam ford, h er daughter 
L upe Palacious o f  Johnson  
City, g randdaugh ter A ngie 
and  h er husband  o f  C row 
ell, g randchildren  Sara and 
M ichael B arrientez and  
M ichael’s g irlfriend, all s tu 
dents a t W est Texas A & M  
in  C anyon, and  J im m y and  
M ichele B arrientez and 
fam ily o f  Benjam in.

Jam es and  Stacia Propps 
had  the ir families a t the ir 
hom e for C hristm as get 
together. They were D o n  
and  Jim m ie Kaye Liles o f  
HoUy L ake R anch, H erb  
and  D ickie P ropps o f  
Seymour, C hance P ropps o f  
L os A ngeles, C ody  P ropps 
o f  T arle ton  S tate in  S te- 
phenville, and  D onn ie  and 
B arbara Ryder, S hannon 
P ropps and  Shaylee Propps, 
all o f  B enjam in. Shaylee has 
accepted a position  w ith  
L extron  A nim al H ea lth  as a 
pharm aceutical rep. She w ill 
be living in  G raham . W e’re 
p roud  o f  Shaylee and  her 
accom plishm ents.

Joe N elson  to ld  m e they 
are m oving to  A bilene. H e  
and  E m ily  have lived in  
Knox C ity  for several years. 
H e  was th e  ag teacher, 
and  she tau g h t a few  years 
before resigning a couple 
o f  years ago. H e  has already 
resigned and  w ill be leav
ing  soon. W e will m iss 
them . They are good  for 
th e  com m unity, and  h e’s a 
good m usician as well! D o  
w ish  th em  well in  th e ir  new  
endeavor.

A n d  finally belated  b u t 
sincere congratulations to  
th e  M oguls for w inning  
state a couple o f  weeks ago. 
You and  your coaches have 
m ade us all proud!

Thank you for allowing us to serve you in 2012! 
We look forward to being here for you in 2013!

Come in for a FREE 2013 Calendar
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could occur. H e  ju st Icnows 
th a t too m any years o f low 
yields can hu rt farmers by 
lowering their governm ent 
crop insurance paym ents 
w hen crops fail.

“WeVe had so m any bad 
years,” he said.

Rain w ould help more 
than anything.

“I f  it would start raining, 
we w ould be O K  because we

could produce,” he said.
Spray pilot Terry Porter 

sees a similar picture —  just 
from  a different angle.

“I see dry tanks,” he said. “I 
see fewer wildlife. A  lo t less 
wildlife.”

O n  a positive note, even 
wild pig num bers seem to be 
down, he said.

Porter sees d irt where there 
should be grazing.

“I don’t  know  if  some o f 
this country is going to  re
cover or no t,” he said.

Porter norm ally flies out o f 
Knox C ity  for A ir A g Inc., 
a com pany owned by Stan 
W ojcik. B ut he’s had to travel 
to  other agricultural regions 
to find dem and for spraying.

O ne trip  took him  to I l
linois to spray corn and 
soybeans. In  the Texas P an
handle, he sprayed corn, 
black-eyed peas, w aterm el
ons and pum pkins —  irrigat
ed crops dependent on the 
lim ited supply o f  w ater from

the Oglala Aquifer.
“They’re getting the last,” 

he said, referring to  the de
pletion o f  the aquifer.

G roundw ater is d im in
ishing in Knox C ounty  too, 
although enough rain over 
a long enough tim e could 
ostensibly bring the water 
table back up. For now  i t ’s 
no t happening.

Bryan Kuehler farms cot
ton, m ostly in Knox C ounty  
and also in Haskell County, 
m ostly irrigated. The sm at
tering  o f  m oisture at the end

o f D ecem ber hardly helped.
“W h a t it takes to  grow 

cotton, you’ve got to have 
some underground season
ing, some m oisture profile, 
w hether i t ’s irrigated or dry 
land,” he said.

M eanwhile, irrigation 
wells are weakening. W ells 
th a t pum ped 600 to 900 gal
lons per m inute six or seven 
years ago are doing well to 
pum p 200 to 300 gallons 
now, Kuehler said.

Farmers continue to drill 
irrigation wells, bu t som e

tim es only to run other wells 
dry, Kuehler said.

“You’re drinlcing out of 
the same bowl,” said Konnie 
Kuehler, his wife. “Everybody 
ju st keeps pu tting  another 
straw in .”

I t ’s a situation tha t doesn’t 
look m uch different through 
the photographer’s eye of 
M einzer, w ho sums up the 
drought w ith just one word: 
“Despair.”

“I t ’s like w e’re locked into 
some kind o f w eather pat
tern ,” he said. “I t ’s a constant 
toll.”

^  NEWS-COURIER
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Photographing the moments w hen you reach  for your goals.

Photographer
Print Media Designer
940.658.5352
batyink@srcaccess.net °><29

OwnerCneorf/n j  %>i>zies,

■ -T; v:>¥;i'y'¥-¥Tl¥;¥;¥;:
121 Noitb Central $ign$bvfeignt@wktkreaĵ ;̂  ̂ , .y
Knox City, TX 79529 “' " 1 ^ '?

TikeCsOnFacebooV. ^

WÎUTHAiV!Agent. FARMBUREAUô-boxf r n g u m n c EMunday. TX 76371 a u t o / h o m e / l i f e

0 940.422.4555 m 325.558.9845 
F 940.422.4556 e wiatham@txfb-ins.com

^   ̂ C o m p le te  O ilf ie ld  

U r n .  £  C o n stru c tio n

658-3576

P U M P E R S  S U P P L Y  
& E Q U IPM E N T

658-3260
Backing the H ou n d s s in ce  1976

PBH OILFIELD 
SUPPLY

Charilie Pierce & Michael Bartley

658-3559

f m  Star Construction
940-657-4777 940-657-3483 mo-256-2387

O f f i c e - D a y  o r  N i g h t  F i v e  S t a r  S e r v i c e s  7 : 0 0 - 5 : 0 0  940-256-2790
• R ou stab ou t C re w s  .C e m e n t  W o rk  • W e ld ing  (S h o p  o r "H a u l  T ruck

• P ip e / C a s in g  Drifting • F ib e rg la ss  R e p a irs  M ob ile ) • T ra sh  Trailers

• P o ly  P ipe  Retriever/ • D u m p  T ru ck s • G e ne ra to rs and  Light • Pit L in ing 

Layou t Trailer " B a c k h o e s  P lan ts • Rental Equ ipm ent

•All T y p e s  o f Fenc ing  -H o t  S h o t s  .P o rta -J o h n s  • P ip e  Trailers an d  F loats

CITY M O TEL
RV Park & Restaurant 

On-Site - Dipak & Hansa

940-658-3541
g p H  a « M i l l  aCitizensBankru
www.citizensbank-texas.com

(940) 6 5 8 -3 5 2 7  
110 North 2nd St.
Knox City, T exas ^

SUPPLY
HOUSE

658-3389
A L L  S T A R

l l r o t l i e r s
K n o x  C ity  

9 4 0 - 6 5 8 - 3 7 1 5

9 4 0 -2 5 6 -2 7 9 0
9 4 0 -6 5 7 -3 4 8 3

1 OSHA Compliant Classes 
1 H2S Awareness Training

L y n n  E l e c b r i c  
M o b o r  C o . ,  I n c .
1011 Main Sb., Knox Ciby 

940-658-3511
TECL # 18951/ 58587KPT

L ew is P a in t  & B ody S h o p
"In L o v in g  M e m o ry  o f S te r lin g  L ew is"CT.TNT T.EWIS _ ...

^  - W  (9^0)656-3342
Knox City, Texas 79529 

w E T A K E T H E O E S T s o t i T O F a c c i D E N T s  E x c e l le n c B  S l i i c e  1952

Knox County
Hospital District

You?

Knox County Hospital 
Munday Clinic /  Knox 
County Hospital Clinic 
Knox County Home 
Cane
Knox County EMS 
Seymour Medical, INC.
Knox County Retail Medical
Physical Therapy /  Speech Therapy /  Cardiac Rehap

940.657.3535 • 940.657.5521 
knoxcountyhospital-texas.com

PENMAN
SERVICES LTD

658-3513

Air Ag, INC
Stan Wojcik

Complete Aerial Applications 
and Helicopter Service

940 - 658-3744

B ill Stewart Insurance Services
Office (940) 658-3211 
Fax (940) 658-5509 
Mobile (940) 256-2394

Crop Hail • Fire • Auto • Homeowners • Life • Hospital • 
Liability • Workers Compensation • Bonds • Farm Equipment

P.O Box 99 • 700 E. Main • Knox City, TX 79529-0099

Rye SiAR Services
IfeE » Lube » M\sa • Detail » Steam cleaning

940- 657-3483

BUSINESS OW NERS

Want to place your busi
ness card in our directory?

C a ll  8 8 8 - 4 0 0 - 1 0 8 3

mailto:batyink@srcaccess.net
mailto:wiatham@txfb-ins.com
http://www.citizensbank-texas.com
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Lawm akers prepare to  
take on w ater projects

Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier 
Little Adam Myers tries on a winter coat on a cool 
December afternoon to illustrate “Coats for Kids,” 
a yearly project of Rhineland Council 1766 of the 
Knights of Columbus. Helping him don the coat is 
Joyce Sanders. Distribution of the coats to the Knox 
County Welfare Board came in time for the cold 
snap that ended the year. Also on the front row are 
Olivia Myers and Billie Myers. Back row, from left, 
Kevin Myers, Nancy Tidwell, Tammie Pienaar, Diana 
Moore,' Tara Cottingham.

Knights collect 
coats for children
The Knox County News-Courier

Coats for Kids is a nationwide 
project of Knights of Columbus 
that benefits children everywhere, 
including Knox County.

Locally, it s a project that vis
ibly links the fund-raising sau
sage dinner held each October 
by the Rhineland Council 1766 
of the Knights of Columbus 
with Christmas —  one way the 
Knights turn the money they 
raise in the fall into good works 
that benefit the community.

“It s an annual event that’s been 
going on for 35-plus years,” said 
Richard Albus, council member, 
referring to the Simday sausage 
dinner, an event that’s typically

held on the Sunday closest to 
Columbus Day.

As 2012 drew to a close, the 
Knights used some of the sausage 
feed proceeds to donate 120 coats 
to the county welfare board.

“Rhineland Council 1766 sup
ports many projects,” Albus said, 
naming St. Joseph Church youth, 
the local food bank and the min
isterial alliance.

W hen people ask Albus what 
the Knights do with all the mon
ey they raise from the sausage 
dinner, he likes to be able to give 
specific answers, he said. One of 
tiiose answers is Coats for Kids.

In 2011, the Rhineland Coun
cil provided 96 coats for local dis
tribution.

By Kate Galbraith
When the 83rd legislative 

session begins in January, Texas 
lawmakers will return to a city of 
brown lawns and low lakes. Austin 
has withered, getting just 3 percent 
of its normal rainfall for the past 
two months, and Lake Travis has 
fallen to 36 feet below normal. 
Most of the rest of the state is also 
still stmggling through a severe 
drought.

If there is a silver lining, it is that 
after years of hand-wringing from 
water experts, Texas seems poised 
to get serious about financing wa
ter projects.Top officials, including 
House Speaker Joe Straus, have 
said water legislation will be a high 
priority.

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst re
cently proposed tapping the state’s 
Rainy Day Fund for $1 billion to 
finance water projects. Other pro
posals around the Legislature have 
even higher figures.

But details are scarce and the 
stakes are high. Texas’ population 
is poised to grow by more than 80 
percent over 50 years, according 
to the Texas Water Development 
Board, the state’s water-planning 
agency. Some small communities 
have nearly ^ a u s te d  their water 
supplies. Fears are growing that 
companies and factories will stray 
to other states.

“Clearly not having, an adequate 
water supply vvoU harm us in terms 
of bringing jobs to Texas and is 
doing so now already,” said Bill 
Hammond, president of the Texas 
Association of Business.

The question around the Capi
tol is how to finance Texas’ water 
plan, which assesses water needs 
far into the future. The most recent 
version of the plan, published in 
January, cites $53 billion of water- 
supply projects seeking money, in
cluding reservoirs, wells, pipelines

and desalination facilities. Local 
authorities would put up roughly 
half the cost, and the state would 
provide low-interest loans to the 
local groups.

So far, the plan has been fi
nanced in a limited fashion. Last 
year, lawmakers and voters au
thorized the water board to issue 
up to $100 million in bonds to 
finance water-plan projects. (The 
total sum authorized last year, $6 
billion in bond authority, included 
wastewater and other infrastmc- 
ture projects also overseen by the 
water board.)

Some experts question whether 
the water plan is the best blueprint 
for Texas. Mary Kelly, a principal 
at Parula, an Austin environmental 
analysis firm, said the water plan, 
which essentially cobbles together 
16 regional plans, overstates Texas’ 
overall water needs by not pro
jecting lower per-capita usage in 
places like Dallas.

There is a risk that policymak
ers could “toss money at projects 
that aren’t really needed,” like large 
and costly reservoirs, Kelly said. 
She emphasized that conservation 
projects should come first.

Carolyn Brittin, who oversees 
water-supply planning for the wa
ter board, said conservation was a 
key criteria for communities seek
ing financial assistance from the 
board.

Lawmakers are focused on how 
much money the state will need. 
Dewhurst’s proposal has accel
erated the debate. He proposed 
providing money from the state’s 
Rainy Day Fund, which is sup
plied by oil and gas taxes, to create 
a water infrastmcture bank. Local 
communities could presumably 
borrow from the bank at low in
terest rates to help finance water 
projects. When they repaid the 
money, other projects could get

financing.
State Rep. Lyle Larson, R- San 

Antonio, has already filed a bill to 
pull $1 billion from the fund.

State Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Ama
rillo, says $1 billion is not enough, 
and has proposed drawing $1.6 
billion. State Rep. Allan Ritter, 
R-Nederland, said he believed $2 
billion in seed money would be 
needed to create a self-supporting 
infrastmcture bank.

Rainy Day Fund expendi
tures must be approved by a two- 
thirds majority of both legislative 
chambers. Once routine, tapping 
the fund has become politically 
tougher as more conservatives have 
entered the Legislature. The state’s 
comptroller estimates that the 
fund will hold $7.3 billion by the 
end of fiscal 2013, though experts 
say that figure could be higher.

Straus has said he is looking 
to the leadership of Ritter, who 
chairs the House Natural Re
sources Committee, on water fi
nancing. However, neither Ritter 
nor SeHger, who sits on the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources, 
has filed water bills, reflecting the 
number-cmnching going on. Rit
ter said he plans to file bills that 
would offer various options for 
financing sources, which include 
the Rainy Day Fund and a fee on 
Texas water users. (Similar legisla
tion did not pass last session.)

A key question is whether a wa
ter infrastmcture bank would be 
fully financed up front and be able 
to make new loans as local utili
ties pay off old ones, or whether it 
would need subsequent infusions 
from the state budget’s general 
revenue. Tapping general revenue, 
large chunks of which go to health 
care and education, carries extra 
political challenges.

Michael Quinn Sullivan, the 
president of Texans for Fiscal

Responsibility, a small govern
ment group, said in an e-mail 
that although conservatives are 
unenthusiastic about using recur
ring general-revenue expenses for 
water, the idea of an infrastmcture 
bank with a one-time draw on 
the Rainy Day Fund “certainly is 
worth exploring, but the devil al
ways remains in the details.”

He added: “Governments don’t 
have a good track record as venture 
capitalists or investors, but increas
ing water infrastmcture capacity 
ranks as one of the few ‘invest
ments’ for which government 
expenditures might actually pay 
off when done right.”

In a potential complication for 
those who want to tap the Rainy 
Day Fund, the Legislative Budget 
Board says that the fund’s dollars 
would count toward Texas’ spend
ing limit, which Gov. Rick Perry 
wants to tighten next year. Some 
lawmakers, like Seliger, do not be
lieve this is the case.

Lucy Nashed, a spokeswoman 
for Perry, said that water would be 
a continuing priority for the gov
ernor. “As we move forward, it’s 
imperative that our state policies 
incent water suppliers and users 
to find new ways to clean, convey 
and conserve water,” she said in an 
email.

Meanwhile, the weather is not 
poised to improve. Federal sci
entists on Thursday forecast that 
West Texas had a strong chance 
of receiving below-normal rainfall 
during the usually wet spring and 
that temperatures statewide are 
likely to be warmer than normal. 
That raises the specter of another 
summer like 2011, when reservoir 
levels dropped worryingly low and 
water supplies grew tight.

“People can’t argue with the fact 
that we need to do something and 
start with it now,” Seliger said.

The Proud Sponsors of 
Knox City Greyhounds

Bud’s Cafe 
709 East Main Street 

(940) 658-5100

Pumpers Supply & Equipment
658-3260

Skyrey Oilfield & Construction 
307 South Central 

940-256-0058

Wes Latham
Texas Farm Bureau Insurance 

(325) 668-9845

Lynn Electric Motor CO., INC.
1011 Main St.

Scott Lynn 
(940) 658-3511 

TECL #18951/58587KPT

Bill Stewart Insurance Services 
O (940) 658-3211 
M (940-256-2394 

700 E. Main Street

Five Star Construction 
(940) 657-4777 
(940) 657-3483

Penman Services LTD 
658-3513

Abundant Life Christian 
Fellowship 
Knox City, TX

Jeremy Eaton Equipment Services

Knox County Hospital District 
(940) 657-3535 or (940) 657-5521 

www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com

http://www.knoxcountyhospital-texas.com
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Math-A-Thon raises money for St. Jude
The Knox County News-Courier

inT h is  pas t O ctober, m a th  s tuden ts 
fo u rth , f ifth  and  sixth grades a t M u n d ay  
E lem en ta ry  School p artic ip a ted  in  th e  St. 
Jude C h ild re n ’s R esearch H o sp ita l M a th -  
A -T h o n .

S tu d en ts  had  to  com plete various m a th  
problem s on th e ir  grade level w hile  col

lecting  donations fo r S t. Jude.
A  to ta l o f  $1 ,030 .80  was co llected  by 

th e  studen ts.
“T h e y  d id  a w onderfu l job , as they  a l

ways d o ,” P rinc ipa l K risti B ufk in  said.
P artic ip a tin g  stu d en ts  inc luded  six th - 

graders: E d g ar A raujo , A yleen A rellano , 
A lex F lores, Jo sh  H ern an d e z , C aro lina  
H ila rio , M cK en n a  Z eissel, M icae la  A rri-

eta , E m anuel G onzalez , S idronio  R angel, 
E m ily  S co tt and  A bby  W alker; f if th -g ra d 
ers: M onse  C edillo , E m ily  C o ttin g h a m  
B ryanne C ude , Z o e  H arris , R ianna M a n 
n ing , C h ris tian  N unez , A na  S anchez, Sara 
A n derson , Belle D u tto n , E van  H u n te r , 
M adelyn  M e n d o za  and  Isabella  N unez; 
fo u rth -g rad e rs: Jo n ah  H ern an d e z , C a r
m en L lam as, A ngel M arm ale jo , D estyn

M au ld in , C laire  R edw ine, T rin ity  R o d ri
guez, A lexa Vega and  C arlie  W illiso n .

“T h a n k  you to  all o f  th e  stu d en ts  w ho 
p a rtic ip a ted ,” B ufk in  said. “A  special 
thanks goes o u t to  all o f  those  w ho d o n a t
ed. W ith o u t your d o nations, th e  ch ild ren  
and  th e ir  paren ts o f  S t. Jude  C h ild ren ’s 
R esearch  H o sp ita l w ould  have a d ifficu lt 
tim e paying  for th e ir  m edical b ills .”

The Proud Sponsors of Munday Mouuls
Petty Flying Service Inc. 

422-4511

RAS Trucking 
422-4501

Knox County 
Hospital 

Home Care 
658-3013

First Bank Texas 
in Munday 
422-4522

Lawrence Bros. Supermarket 
422-4133

Casablanca Boutique 
421 N. Munday Ave. 

422-8600

Farmers Grain CO-OP 
422-4822

Jim Cowsert Appraiser 
422-4931

Santa Rosa Telephone 
Cooperative Inc.

Booe Roofing 
422-4500

Penman Conoco Service 
Munday 
422-5567 

Knox City 
658-3513

Munday Tire & Appliance 
Shahan Bros. 

422-4821

Buds For You 
422-4712

Furniture & Decor at 
Bud's #2 on Main

First Baptist Church Goree 
422-5265

Charles Baker Insurance 
422-4722

Agent: Jan Searcey, CIC

Catholic Life 
940-888-2069 

Alvin Jungman FIC 
Go Munday!

McCauley-Smith Funeral Home 
422-4242

Knox County Hospital 
Munday Clinic 

422-5271

Lewis Paint & Body 
in Knox City 

658-3342

Quality Implement 
422-4534

The Movement Space
421- 3269

Messer Photography

Capital Farm Credit, FCS
422- 4323

Knox County EMS - Munday Station 
422-4929 

"The Crib "

First Baptist Church of Goree

Rhineland CO-OP Gin 
422-4207

Wylie Implement 
422-4577

A-i- Auto & Farm Supply 
Parts Plus 
422-4400

Weinert Gin 
673-8280

Kuehler Irrigation & Supply Company 
Center Pivot Underground 

Line Installation 
(940)422-5504 
(800)687-1228

Osbornes
422-4851

Carden Plumbing & Electric 
422-4415

Books Are Fun 
203-0285

Mary Murphy Photography 
673-8269

Munday Nursing Center 
422-4541

Glenn Herring Insurance Agency 
422-4359
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G O T S O M E T H IN G  T O  S E L L ?  S E L L  IT  IN  T H E  N E W S -C O U R IE R  C L A S S IF IE D S I

H E L P  W A N T E D r
Nursery Worker. Ap
ply at First Baptist 
Church, 220 S. Fifth 
Ave., Munday, or call 
9 4 0 -4 2 2 -4 5 5 9  for 
more inform ation. 
0111b

Munday Nursing 
Center is now tak-

CNAsLVNs
Immediate openings 
on various shifts for 
individuals with State 
certification or license. 
We offer a competitive 
salary & benefits avail
able for full time 
employees. EOE. For 
more information, 
please call (940) 864- 
8537, or apply in per
son:

HASKELL 
HEALTH CARE 

CENTER 
1504 No First St.

Haskell

ing applications for 
part-tim e LVN. Paid 
holidays, vacation, 
insurance available. 
Apply in person at 
421 W est F St to  
com plete an applica
tion. Contact Rachel 
Gray RN, DON or Le- 
zli Meers, RN. EOE 
(tfn )

Munday Nursing 
Center is now tak
ing applications for

DRIVER/VAN

PART TIME; Seeking 
reliable individual to 
drive van for Nursing 
facility. Must be at 
least 21 years old, with 
good driving record. 
CNA preferred, not 
necessary. EOE. Apply 
in person, Mon-Fri, 
9:00am to 5:00pm. 
HASKELL HEALTH 
CARE CENTER, 1504 
North First St, Haskell

Calcet® helps stop low 
calcium leg cramps. Just 
ask your pharmacist. Petite Tablet 

More Calcium 
& Vitamin Ds

H e lp s  f ig h t F o r th o s e F ig h ts g  M is s io n  '"■’'" " " w e *

le g  c ra m p s w ith  m ilk  a lle rg ie s o s te o p o ro s is
Copyri^t © 2C12 Mssion Pharmacal (Company. 
All nghts reserved. CAL-129C1

may occur 30 to 50 years after expo
sure to asbestos. Many workers were 
exposed from the 1940s through the 
1970s. Industrial and construction 
workers, along with their families (sec
ond hand exposure) are among those 
at risk for mesothelioma, lung cancer 
or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, co
lon). Call us for professional insight.

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with over 100 
years combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A Dodd, LC  
Timothy R Cappolino, EC.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board o f Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT 
CAMERON. TEXAS

1-888-MESO-FIRM
(1 - 8 8 8 - 6 3 7 - 6 3 4 7 )

WWW. MesoFirm  .com

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

CALL TODAYI 
940 - 422-5350

part-tim e /  fu ll-tim e  
housekeeper. Apply 
in person at 421W est 
F St.

REAL ESTATE

KCHA has 1,2, and 3 
bedroom apartm ents  
available for im m e
diate occupancy to 
eligible applicants in 
both HUD and USDA- 
Rural Developm ent 
programs. Rental as-

MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

PART TlME-25 HRS/ 
WK. Immed opening for 
experienced individual. 
Responsibilities include 
"hands-on" trouble
shooting & PM of elec
trical, HVAC & heating 
systems, upkeep & 
repair anywhere in the 
facility, some carpen
try, supervision of laun
dry & housekeeping 
staff, etc. Requires 2-3 
years related experi
ence, strong mechani
cal aptitude, excellent 
organizational & inter
personal skills. EOE/ 
MFHV. For information, 
call (940) 864-8537, or 
apply in person, Mon- 
Fri, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
HASKELL HEALTH 
CARE CENTER, 1504 
North First St, Haskell

sistance is available 
for most units. Ap
plications for hous
ing may be picked 
up at 203 SW 4th St 
in Knox City, Texas 
or call 9 4 0 -6 5 7 -3 6 1 2  
for more inform a
tion. I t  is the intent 
of KCHA to offer va
cant units to income 
Ineligible (high in
com e) applicants 
when there are not 
income eligible (very  
low or low income) 
applicants on the  
waiting list. KCHA is 
an equal opportunity  
provider and em 

ployer. (tfn )
LEGAL NOTICE

JOBS W ANTED [
Ironing for the pub
lic will be done ev
ery W ednesday eve
ning at the Perry 
Patton Community  
Center in Munday. 
Garments may be 
dropped off W ednes
day and picked up 
Thursday. 75(1: per 
item due when gar
ments dropped off. 
Call 9 4 0 -42 2 -49 41  
(9  a.m . to noon) for 
more inform ation. 
(0 1 0 3 )

[
BENJAMIN ISD 

BID NOTICE
Benjamin ISD is inviting sealed 
bids on said property: 301 N. 
Hinton, Benjamin LEGAL: 
BLK 31, LOTS S/2 OL 5 & 
ALL 6 ORIGINAL, December 
19,2012-January 16,2013. Bid 
should be mailed to PO Box 
166, Benjamin, Texas 79505, 
or submitted in sealed enve
lope no later than January 16, 
2013 at noon. Responses wiU 
be opened on January 16 at the 
Regular School Board Meeting 
at which award selection will 
be made and notification will 
follow, January 17. (940-459- 
2231).

(1229)

APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE

The Munday and Knox 
City Housing Authori
ties each have apart
ments available for 
rent. Rental assistance 
may be available to 
eligible applicants. Call 
Munday Housing at 
940-422-4941 or Knox 
City Housing Author
ity at 940-657-3612 for 
more information. Both 
are equal opportunity 
providers.

CALL TO PLACE 
YOUR AD TODAY!

940- 422-5350

f
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TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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TexSCAN Week of 
December 30,2012

DRIVERS
OWNER OPERATORS and Fleet drivers 
and #8211; 2800-3200 miles/week avg. All 
miles paid. Home weekly. Fuel surcharge, 
paid plates and permits, weekly settlements. 
1-888-720-1565 or ParkwayTransportlnc.com

AVERITT OFFERS a career with room to 
grow. CDL-A Drivers and recent Grads. Great 
benefits, weekly hometime, paid training. Apply 
now, 1-888-362-8608.Averittcareers.com. EOE

EXPERIENCED FLATBED DRIVERS
Regional opportunties now open with plenty 
of freight and great pay. 1-8()0-277-0212 or 
primeinc.com

DRIVER . TANGO TRANSPORT now
hiring Regional OTR team. Top pay, plenty 
of miles, great home time. Family medical/ 
dental. 401K. Paid vacations. Call 1-877- 
826-4605 o rwww.drivefortango.com

DRIVERS - HIRING Experienced/lnexperi- 
enced Tanker drivers! Earn up to 51^/mile. 
Great benefits and pay! New fleet Volvo 
tractors! 1-year OTR experience required. 
Tanker training available. Call today: 1-877- 
882-6537 www.OakleyTransport.com

DRIVERS REGIONAL FLATBED Home 
every weekend, 40^ - 45^ cpm. Class CDL-A 
required. Flatbed load training available. 1st 
seat sign-on bonus. 1-800-992-7863, ext. 
185. www.McElroyTruckLines.com

DRIVERS- STUDENTS 18-days from start 
to finish. Earn your CDL-A. No out-of-pocket 
tuition cost. Step up to a new career with 
FEE, www.driveffe.com, 1-855-356-7122

OWNER OPERATORS CDL-A. Still wait- 
ing for that end of the year bonus? If you 
qualify and have documented proof of your 
pending Safety, miles or any other bonus... 
we will match it! Dedicated, recession-proof 
freight. Lease purchase program with down 
payment assistance. Call Tonya 1-866-242- 
4978. DriveForGreatwide.com

TEAM DRIVERS $2500 Sign-on bonus per 
driver. Super excellent home time options. 
Exceptional earning potential and equip
ment. CDL-A required. Students with CDL-A 
welcome. Call 1-866-955-6957 or apply 
online at www.superservicellc.com

YOU GOT THE DRIVE, we have the direction. 
OTR drivers, APU Equipped, Pre-Pass, EZ- 
pass, passenger policy. Newer equipment. 
100% NO touch. 1-800-528-7825

EDUCATION/TRAINING
AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands 
on avia tion m aintenance career. FAA 
approved program. Financial aid if quali
fied, housing available. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance, 1-877-523-4531

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Criminal Justice, Hos
pitality. Job placement assistance. Com
puter available. Financial aid if qualified. 
SCHEV authorized. Call 1-888-205-8920, 
www.CenturaOnline.com

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy equipment school. 
3-week training program. Backhoes, bulldoz
ers, excavators. Local job placement assis
tance. VA benefits approved. Two national 
certifications. 1-866-362-6497

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES needed! 
Train to become a Medical Office Specialist 
at Ayers Career College. Online training get 
you job ready ASAP. Job Placement when 
program completed. 1-888-368-1638

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $3997.00. Make 
and save money with you? own bandmill.Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. 
Free information/DVD, www.NonA/oodSawmills. 
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

REAL ESTATE
10.24 ACRES, Duval County. South Texas 
brush. Deer, hogs, turkey, quail. Private 
road, locked gate. $1818 down, $341/month, 
(9.9%, 20 years). Toll free 1-866-286-0199. 
www.westerntexasland.com

$106 MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
or cabin. Gated entry, $690 down, 
($6900/10.91 %/7yr) 90-days same as cash. 
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake 
Medina/Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central W/S/E, 
RV, M/H or house OK only $830 down, $235 
month (12.9i%/10yr), Guaranteed financing, 
more information call 1-830-460-8354

ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, 
pier, ramp. Owner finance. Granbury TX 
1-210-422-3013

AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake 
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! Guar
anteed financing with 10% down. Lots starting 
as low as $6900, Call Josh, 1-903-878-7265

WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake 
Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake Medina. 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community 
w ith clubhouse, swim m ing pool and 
boat ramps. Call for more information: 
1-903-878-7265, 1-936-377-3235 or 
1-830-460-8354

Run YourAd In TexSCAN!
i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i >5110

301 Newspapers, 942,418 Circulation

North Region Only.. ^30
98 Newspapers, 263,811 Circulation

South Region Only. . ^
101 Newspapers, 366,726 bculation

West Region Only. . . ^
102 Newspapers, 311,881 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service 

at 1-800-7494793 Today!
NOTICE; While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 

contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

http://www.drivefortango.com
http://www.OakleyTransport.com
http://www.McElroyTruckLines.com
http://www.driveffe.com
http://www.superservicellc.com
http://www.CenturaOnline.com
http://www.NonA/oodSawmills
http://www.westerntexasland.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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MEINZER
From Page 1

secondary figure for Meinzer 
fans who had driven from as far 
as Plano just to meet the photog
rapher and get their own signed 
copy of the Goodnight book.

“One of the dentists I work 
with has the book,” said Vicki 
Lawson of Wichita Falls.

Now she and her husband, 
David Lawson, have their own 
signed copy.

“I’m honored that they would 
drive from Wichita Falls —  that 
they would take the time to drive 
out here,” Meinzer said.

The Lawsons were happy 
enough to make the trip for the 
book, even on a week night, to 
meet Meinzer and then to brave 
the dark road home, watching 
for deer and wild hogs, living ele
ments of danger that have a way 
of tying the present to the past.

Similarly, Meinzer plugs into 
the past when he photographs 
bison descended from the Good
night herd and when he visits 
sites connected to the history of 
the West, including some famous 
sites outside his native Texas.

He talked at the book signing 
about a trip to Wyoming, where 
he stood at the location of a Dec. 
21, 1866, battle between Cra2y  
Horse of the Oglala Lakota and 
Lt. Col. William J. Fetterman of 
the U.S. Cavalry.

Meinzer criticized Fetterman 
for leading his troops into the 
perfect place for an Indian am
bush, imagining how the Indians 
were able to attack and wipe out 
the entire Cavalry contingent.

For the Goodnight book, 
Meinzer was on familiar Texas 
turf instead, shooting the broad 
vistas that haven’t changed much 
since the days Goodnight’s herds 
grazed the range and photo
graphing much of the same 
wildlife —  bison, the lesser prai
rie chicken, a bobcat, antelope 
and so on.

A  key photograph is Mein- 
zer’s night shot of the Goodnight 
ranch house just off U.S. 287 be
tween Clarendon and Claude. 
The house, essentially restored

KCNEWSCOURIER.COM THE KNOX COUNTY NEWS-COURIER

Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier 
Anne Christian, a guide at the historic Charies Good
night House near Claude, listens as Holie Humphries of 
Lubbock recalls when she herself suggested Benjamin 
photographer Wyman Meinzer could help produce a 
book about Charies Goodnight Humphries was part of 
a Texas Plains Trail Region group that toured the house 
earlier this month. In the background are two of the 
second-story rooms of the famed ranch house. Both 
feature period furnishings and wallpaper.

after six years of renovation by 
the Armstrong County Muse
um, anchors the Charles Good
night Historical Center. A  sepa
rate building under construction 
nearby, slated to open in April, 
will complete the complex. The 
new Goodnight book is a fund
raising tool for the projects.

Meinzer’s shot of the house 
looks similar to nocturnal work 
he does with a special “% ht 
painting” technique. Instead, he 
captured just enough fading nat
ural light to get a striking shot of 
the eastern elevation of the two- 
story landmark.

“They’d turned all the lights 
on,” Meinzer said. “There was 
just enough reflection in the 
eastern sky at sunset. It was ev
erything I needed.”

Anne Christian, one of sev
eral Armstrong County residents 
who has been involved with the 
Goodnight Historical Center, is 
especially happy with the picture.

“Every once in a while, some
one takes the ultimate photo
graph,” she said. “H e did it for 
the book.”

Christian had other good 
things to say about Meinzer.

“H e’s very good to work with,” 
she said. “The book is going to be 
a nice profit for us.”

Many of Meinzer’s fans follow 
his life and activities on Face- 
book, among them Jill Murphy, a 
nurse who lives in Vernon. M ur
phy was at the book signing to 
meet Meinzer in person.

“You just don’t know what to 
expect,” she said.

Meinzer likes the way Face- 
book lets him interact with his 
followers.

“I don’t consider them my fol
lowers on Facebook,” he said. “I 
consider them contributors.”

By some standards, Meinzer is 
outspoken.

‘T feel obliged to always be 
honest, regardless of who it 
might hurt, but on the other 
hand, to be polite to everybody,” 
he said. “I always try to address 
everybody who takes the time to 
write me.”

“Charles Goodnight: A  M an 
for All Ages” is for sale in Ben
jamin at Santa Fe on the Brazos, 
where proprietor Sylinda M ein
zer is the power behind Badlands 
Design 6c Production.

Also for sale are other books 
featuring Wyman Meinzer’s 
photographs, including some 
with texts he has written.

Meinzer has been recognized 
as the office state photographer 
ofTexas.

POSTAL SERVICE
From Page 1

and Friday and from 7 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. 
O ’Brien resident Shelly W il
liams, her relief, works every 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.

By September 2014, the of
fice is slated to reduce the time 
it stays open.

“Two hours a day is what I’ve 
heard,” Sanchez said.

Until then, unless a better 
position beckons, Sanchez will 
continue to enjoy her job and 
the people she serves.

“M ost o f them are elderly 
here,” she said. “I just love them 
to death.”

Farell Ezell, a retired fire
fighter from Midland, moved 
to Goree because he likes to fish 
Millers Creek Reservoir. H e’s 
not the fisherman he used to 
be.

“Too old,” he said.
But a trip to the post office 

is an outing he manages nicely, 
both to retrieve the mail and 
to exchange a few words with

Sanchez.
Mike Hord is one of Sanchez’ 

younger box-holders.
“Great post office,” he said 

Monday. “W e don’t want to lose 
this.”

In an era when email has sup
planted regular mail and the In
ternet competes with direct mail 
as an advertising medium, U.S. 
Postal Service revenue is down. 
Reducing hours is one way the

postal service has been able to 
keep small offices open.

In Benjamin, the post office 
will reduce the hours the win
dow is open to four hours a day, 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., starting 
Jan. 12. Current hours are 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. and noon to 3:30 
p.m.

In both post offices, access to 
boxes will remain the same —  
24 hours a day.

Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier 
Dressed for a chilly Monday morning, Farrell Ezell visits 
across the counter with Goree Postmaster Janie San
chez. The small office is open six days a week despite 
postal service cutbacks in services.

VETERAN
From Page 1

waters when the Japanese at
tacked on Dec. 7, 1941, de
stroying much o f the U.S. 
Navy’s Pacific fleet docked near 
Honolulu.

But the Mississippi made its 
way to the Pacific and, by Jime 
1942, so did Jones. H e was just 
17.

“I loved the Navy,”Jones said 
late M onday afternoon, wear
ing a cap identifying him as a 
veteran.

Embroidered above the bill 
o f the cap was the name o f his 
ship and also the name o f a bat
tle he and the Mississippi sur
vived —  the battle o f Surigao 
Strait in the Philippines.

“I was up there taking bear
ings,” Jones said. “I was topside 
all the time most o f the battle.”

Jones was required to be an 
expert helmsman.

“Sometimes during the bat
tle I was steering the ship,” he 
said.

Like other young men o f his 
time, Jones had been eager to 
enlist.

“I wasn’t  old enough when 
the war broke out,” he said.

The Mississippi carried Jones 
in wartime from warm equato
rial waters north to the Bering 
Sea.

There’s no place on earth 
colder than the Bering Sea, 
Jones said, perhaps another 
reason December makes him 
recall the war.

Sailors on the Mississippi 
were short o f clothing for the 
colder clime, meaning that 
clothing got traded at shift 
changes, Jones said.

After the war, he stayed in 
the Navy and spent two years 
on the USS Astoria, a cruiser.

Reunions with his Navy 
comrades have brightened 
recent years, particularly a re
union in Fredericksburg at the 
Nimitz Museum.

“I won’t  make it to Missouri,” 
Jones said, referring to an up
coming reunion and citing his 
health as the reason he can’t at
tend.

Besides his USS Mississippi 
souvenir cap, Jones’attire M on
day afternoon also included a 
special jacket from his former 
peacetime employer, Amoco.

“I was a shooter on a seismic 
crew,” he said. ‘T handled dyna
mite.”

Either way, military or civil
ian, Jones stays in touch with 
his past in a positive way. H e’s 
been glad to see other people 
recognize veterans and honor 
them  for their place in history.

“This year has been the best 
year for recognizing the mili
tary,” he said.

THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL SECTION 
COMMEMORATING THE MUNDAY 

MOGULS IN THE JANUARY 10 EDITION!

If you would like to take part in 
recognizing the players and coaches 
of the Munday Moguls please contact

the News-Courier by 
Thursday, January 3.
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