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Despite rains, cotton outlook unpredictable
By Wayne Hodgin
The Knox County News-Courier

In the midst of the driest three- 
year span since the late 1800s, 
this week’s badly needed moisture 
was exacdy what the regions cot­
ton crop needed to give it enough 
staying power to get it through the 
growing season.

“This is such a timely rain, espe­
cially for those dryland farmers,”said 
Mary Jane Buerkle, spokeswoman 
for Plains Cotton Growers in Lub­
bock “While it won’t be enough to 
pull us out of this historic drought, 
it’s a boost to the crop. Farmers are 
looking at it as real blessing.”

Reports were that anywhere from 
1.5 to upwards of 5 inches of rain 
had fallen in areas throughout the 
Big Country with the majority fall­
ing in areas south of Knox County.

The welcome rain was accompa­
nied by unseasonably cooler tem­
peratures —  as much as 20 degrees 
cooler —  brought to West Texas by 
an upper-level low that had origi­
nated in the Northeast.

Most weather systems in the 
United States move from west to 
east, but this wacl^^ weather pat­
tern moved westwardly toward the 
Desert Southwest. Weather experts 
say it’s not unheard of for a weather 
system to move in a reverse direc­
tion, but it’s certainly not imcom- 
mon.

As the low continued track­
ing west toward New Mexico on 
Wednesday, beneficial rain contin­
ued to fall in areas of the Southwest 
that for months has been plagued 
by severe drought. Flash-flood 
watches had been posted for most 
of the region because the rain had

fallen so quickly on parched earth.
While the much-needed mois­

ture was celebrated by b q ^  dryland 
producers and krigators,|ivho were 
allowed a brief respite from pump­
ing, overall cotton crop tonditions 
continue to run the garritit, making 
it hard to categorize.

“There are several things go­
ing on,” said Dana Porter, an ag­
ricultural engineer specializing in 
irrigation with the Texas AddVI 
AgriLife Extension Service iri 
Lubbock “First o f all, for a lot of 
the state, especially throughout the 
Pldns areas of Texas, we’re in the 
third year of drought. That pres­
ents its own problems, particularly 
where we have declining well ca- Hudgens/Xhe Knox county News-courier
pacities and regulatory pumping WMIe.not "« riY  enough to break the historic 
f. . „  ̂ / r  r  e> drought that has gripped West Texas the last

three years, this week's weather anomaly 
brought some much-needed moisture to Roll- 

See COTTON, Page 3 ing Plains cotton crops.

House passes 
farm bill sans 
nutrition title
By Mary Jane Buerkle
Special to the News-Courier

Yes, it was a nontraditional path.
Yes, it was close.
But the fact remains he U.S. H ouse o f R ep­

resentatives finally passed H .R . 2642, the Fed­
eral A griculture Reform and Risk M anage­
m ent A ct o f 2013 by a vote o f 216-208.

W h a t made the process unconventional is 
the removal o f the nu trition  title from  the bill, 
and the repeal o f provisions o f the 1938 and 
1949 Acts, w hich are perm anent law, bu t have 
been suspended as long as a five-year farm bill 
is in place.

However, the FA RRM  A ct, as it stands now, 
would m andate the law revert to the provisions 
o f the 2013 farm bill should Congress fail to 
pass a new farm bill in the future. T he rest o f 
the bill is the same as the H ouse Agriculture 
C om m ittee-approved bill taken to the floor 
in m id-June, w ith am endm ents offered and 
passed during floor debate.

H ouse A griculture C om m ittee C hairm an 
Frank Lucas, R -O klahom a, said he would have 
preferred to keep the bill in tact, minus some 
food atam p am endm ents believed to have h a lt­
ed passage previously, but th a t the split was the 
only way to move the bill forward and get it to 
the conference process.

Food stamp funding will continue at current 
levels under the A griculture A ppropriations 
Bill until Congress and the president decide 
otherwise.

“Today was an im portan t step toward en­
acting a five-year farm bill this year th a t gives 
our farmers and ranchers certainty, provides 
regulatory relief to small businesses across 
the country, significantly reduces spending, 
and makes com m on-sense, m arket-oriented 
reforms to agricultural policy,” C hairm an L u­
cas said in a news release. “I look forward to 
continuing conversations w ith my H ouse col­
leagues and starting  conversations w ith my 
Senate colleagues on a path  forward th a t u lti­
m ately gets a farm bill to the P resident’s desk 
in the com ing m onths.”

N o D em ocrats voted for the bill, and the 
Republicans, after a successful w hip process.

See B ILL, Page 3

Crape myrtles and cotton

Hanaba Munn Welch/The News-Couner
Donna Albus, dressed in her best Western 
attire, works at the 5D Custom Hats and 
Leather booth at the Western Heritage 
Classic ranch rodeo event in Abilene. In the 
background, her son Darren Albus, shapes a 
hat. The name "5D" is the femily band. (In­
set photo, courtesy of the Verhalen family)
A 1950 photograph shows Mat Verhalen and 
his sister Lillian standing in cotton taller than some of his children. The Verhalen youngsters, from left, 
are Melanie, Donna, Ronnie, Bonnie and Laval. Donna Verhalen Albus to this day credits much of what 
she knows about life and work to her early years in the cotton patch under the oversight of her father. 
She remembers that her mother, Lillian Rae Verhalen, took the picture with her box camera.

S tro k e  o f  g en iu s heard  

’round th e  w orld
By Hanaba Munn Welch
The l^ x  County News-Courier

A B IL E N E  —  Never m ind the first grade. 
I t ’s the cotton patch th a t counts.

“Everything I learned, I learned in the 
cotton patch in Knox C ounty,” says native 
daughter D onna Albus.

A n Abilene civic leader, Albus was the 
center o f attention  and 2013 honoree at the 
A bilene Preservation League’s sixth annual 
H eritage Stewardship Awards Luncheon in 
A bilene recently.

A  video on the life o f Albus, from  her

childhood in Knox C ounty  through her adult 
years in Abilene, gave the 200-plus luncheon 
attendees a look at A lbus’ life and achieve­
m ents, including her surprisingly successful 
cam paign in 1987 to encourage Abileneans 
to plant crape myrtles —  a bold stroke o f 
public-relations genius tha t brought her 
worldwide notoriety.

Albus insists she fell into th a t particular 
success more or less by accident.

As the director o f Abilene Clean and 
Proud, forerunner to Keep Abilene Beautiful, 
Albus first tackled selling daffodil bulbs to

See G EN IU S, Page 3

Drilling process can hurt crop production
By Wayne Hodgin
The Knox County News-Courier

Experts warn the increase in 
drilling for petroleum  and natu ­
ral gas throughout the state is re­
sulting in increased soil erosion 
and reduced crop production in 
some areas and urge landowners 
to be more proactive.

T he disturbance caused by 
construction o f drilling loca­
tions, including oilfield roads

and installation o f pipelines, in 
addition to on-site disposal o f 
drilling fluids, can create prob­
lems if  not managed properly.

Sam Feagley, a state environ­
m ental specialist for the Texas 
A8cM A griLife Extension Ser­
vice, said it is im portant for 
landowners to know w hat to do 
before and after drilling work 
to prevent major land damage. 
T h a t damage, he noted, not only

See D R IL L IN G , Page 8

Oil hands work to 
insert casing into a 
wellhead at an oil­
drilling site in Haskell 
County. Experts warn 
that byproducts of 
the drilling process 
can be environmen­
tally harmful to near­
by crops and other 
vegetation if not 
disposed of properly 
during land applica­
tion.
Wayne Hodgin/The News- 
Courier

Knox Notes
Events are listed free of charge 
for nonprofit civic organizations, 
schools and community events. 
Submit listings at least two 
weeks ahead of the date. List­
ings will run through the date of 
the event. Emailed submissions 
are preferred to kcnewscourier® 
gmail.com.

V a c a tio n  B ib le  S choo l
All Knox City area children 
are invited to Camp E.D.G.E 
Vacation BiblejSchool from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. July 21-24 at 
the City Park. For information 
call Amanda Duke at 658- 
3517.

VBS @ C h . o f  C h ris t
The Munday Church of Christ 
will have Vacation Bible 
School from 9 a.m. to noon 
July 29-31 for ages 3-12. Ac­
tivities for teens 13-19 will 
be from noon to 9 p.m. July 
29 and 30 and will include a 
lunch and supper. Call Becky 
Offutt at 940-256-4745 for 
information.

R u m m a g e  sa le
The Knox County Aging Cen­
ter will have a rummage sale 
from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. July 
27 at 507 S. Central in Knox 
City to raise donations during 
the Watermelon Festival. Call 
Cassandra Sheedy at 657-3618 
for information.

A lz h e im e r ’s S u p p o rt
The Munday Nursing Center 
sponsors a support group for 
Alzheimer’s patients, care­
givers, family and friends 
at 12:30 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of the month in Fel­
lowship Hall at Munday First 
United Methodist Church. 
Bring a sack lunch. Call Ronda 
Thompson at 940-422-4541.

S en io r c itize n s  m usical
The monthly musical fundraiser 
for the Knox County Aging Cen­
ter is from 7 to 9 p.m. the first 
Monday of the month. Local 
musicians and talent. Bring your 
own snacks. Tea/coffee will be 
served. Donations will be ac­
cepted for the upkeep of the 
building. All funds benefit the 
Aging Center. For information, 
contact Cassandra Sheedy at 
657-3618.

G o sp e l t h e a t e r
“Saint John & The Televan­
gelist” is staged at 7:30 p.m. 
each Friday and at 3 p.m. 
Saturday through Sept. 14 at 
the Ragtown Gospel Theater 
north of Post. Tickets are 
available and show informa­
tion online at Ragtown.com 
or call Ragtown Theater at 
877-724-8696.

N e w  e x h ib i t
The OS Museum, 201 E. Main 
St., Post, offers “The Many 
Faces of Art” as its 2013 sum­
mer exhibit. Viewing hours 
are 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 
5 p.m. Monday through Sat­
urday. The exhibit will close 
Sept. 28. For information, 
call Marie Neff at 806-495- 
3570.

Corrections
If you spot an error of fact, 
contact Editor Wayne Hodgin at 
kcnewscourier@gmail.com.

News on the go
Use your 
smartphone to  
scan the quick 
response, or 
Q.R, code to  
visit us online.
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Beverly Bostick Moore
Beverly Bostick M oore 

departed this life to en­
ter the gates of Heaven on 
July 14, 2013 at the age of 
68. Born on September 16, 
1944, she was the daughter 
of Cecil and Edith  Bostick. 
In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by 
her two brothers, Terry Don 
Bostick and Kenneth Bo­
stick.

She is survived by her 
husband of 42 years, Lyn­
don M oore; her two chil­
dren, Shawnda M oore and 
Kendall M oore all o f M un­
day; three brothers, Rob­
ert Bostick of Rising Star, 
Ronnie Bostick of Littleton, 
Co., and Darwin Bostick of 
Rising Star; three grand­
children,, and many other 
family, friends, and caregiv­

ers.
Rosary will be held at 

6PM , Tuesday, July 16,2013 
at the funeral home. Fu­
neral Mass will be at H A M , 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Rhineland. Interm ent will 
follow in St. Joseph’s Cem ­
etery under the direction of 
M cCauley-Sm ith Funeral 
Hom e of Munday.

By Gladene Green

I t ’s cloudy this M onday morning, and 
we have had rain! D on’t know how much, 
but whatever it was, it sure is nice, and 
it is cool. Such a welcome change from 
these 100-plus degrees we experienced for 
several days. I imagine when it gets hot 
again, we will sure be complaining, but the 
change is nice while it lasts.

There is not much happening over our 
way that I am aware of. Guess everyone is 
staying home and enjoying not having to 
be out and about. I know th a t’s how I feel. 
I f  I don’t have to get out, I stay inside!
Here 'U  There

Steve and Judy W atson of D urant,
Okla., visited her aunt. H azel Stockton 
last Monday.

Taylor and W estin H erring o f M unday 
spent the weekend w ith their grandpar­
ents, M ike and Debi M oorhouse and “took 
in” the Seymour Rodeo Friday night.

Philomae Roberson has been pretty 
well “housed in” for several days suffering 
from a back problem. Said as long as she 
was sitting, she had no problem, but when 
she moved, she could feel lots o f pain. O n 
Sunday, she was a little better, so prob­
ably in another few days she will be ok. As 
active as she is, she doesn’t take too well to 
being “slowed down.”

I learned this weekend of the death of 
Casey Caldwell o f Haskell. Casey was the 
father o f Colton Caldwell, who is the son 
of Lana G ideon Hale (and Casey). He 
died on Thursday of an apparent heart at­
tack. H is funeral service is today at Slidell, 
Texas. Casey was known by several here

and will be missed by many. H e was 50 
years old.

Also, I learned Sunday m orning of the 
death of Beverly M oore o f Munday. She 
passed away in Abilene following several 
m onths of declining health. Services for 
her are pending.

M y sympathy to family and friends of 
both these friends.

I talked to Callie Laird Friday night, 
and she said her grandm other, Jan Carver, 
is still improving from her ordeal w ith her 
leg— the surgeries, rehab, and all that went 
w ith the problem after she broke it last 
Thanksgiving. I t ’s good to hear she’s doing 
better after such a long time of hospitals, 
the wheelchair, and just having to stay in. 
She’s like Philom ae— She’s too active to 
have to contend w ith being confined to 
her house! I th ink  Fred is a pretty good 
nurse though, and that helps.

It was good to see Barbara Ryder in 
church on Sunday. She’s been out several 
weeks recovering from knee surgery in 
early June. But she is doing well and very 
glad to be able to get back to her normal 
activities.

Jamie Brumley called on Sunday and 
told me her parents, Roger and Betty Bo­
hannon, will be home Tuesday or W ednes­
day after about a two weeks’ visit w ith 
their daughter, Bonnie Howell, and family 
in Nebraska. Granddaughters, Sabra and 
Taylor, returned to Nebraska w ith them  
after a m onth’s vacation w ith their family 
here.

Gladene Green is the longtime Benjamin corre­
spondent for the Knox County News-Courier.

Emergency haying o f 
CRP land OK’d in Knox
The Knox County News-Courier

KNOX CITY —  Knox County USDA 
Farm Service Agency Executive Director Nancy 
Birkenfeld has announced the county is autho­
rized for emergency haying use of Conservation 
Reserve Program acres for fiscal year 2013.

Counties become eligible for CRP emergency 
haying when they reach the D2 (severe drought) 
level on the U.S. Drought Monitor. Currently, 197 
counties have reached the D2 level and are eligible 
for CRP emergency haying. It is possible that 
more counties will reach the D2 level eligibility 
requirement in coming weeks.

The CRP emergency haying authorization for 
fiscal year 2013 began July 2 and will continue for 
a 60-day period not to exceed Aug. 31.

Based on a revised policy decision made by the 
Texas FSA State Committee, CRP aaes hayed 
during fiscal year 2011 or 2012 will be considered 
eligible for emergency haying if NRCS verifies, on 
a case-by-case basis, that the conservation cover 
will sustain haying. FSAs fiscal year runs from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

“Eligible producers who are interested in emer­
gency haying of CRP must request approval be­
fore haying eligible acreage and must obtain a 
modified conservation plan from the Natural Re­

sources Conservation Service that includes haying 
requirements,” Birkenfeld said.

Upon approval of emergency haying, produc­
ers must leave at least 50 percent of each field or 
contiguous field unhayed for wildlife.

Eligible counties are not permitted to use the 
same CRP acreage for both emergency haying 
and g ra ^ g  at the same time. For example, if 50 
percent of a field or contiguous field is hayed, the 
remaining unhayed 50 percent cannot be grazed; 
it must remain unhayed and ungrazed for wild­
life.

In addition, participants are limited to one hay 
cutting and are not permitted to sell any of the 
hay.

There will be a 25 percent CRP payment reduc­
tion for CRP acres used for haying under these 
emergency provisions.

To take advantage o f the emergency hay­
ing provisions, authorized producers can 
use the CRP acreage for their own livestock 
or may grant another livestock producer use 
o f the C R P acreage for the purpose o f hay­
ing.

For inform ation and to request approval 
for emergency haying use of C R P acres 
contact the Knox C ounty FSA office at 
940-658-3537, Ext 2.

Firs t B afitis t Cfturcfc

220 South 5th Ave. 
Munday, TX 76731 

P: 940-422-4559 
P a s t o r  S h a n e  K e n d r i x

S ervice T im es:
Sunday

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Awanas, Pre-K to 6th grade: 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Youth: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

MUNDAY CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT PROPOSALS FOR PROPERTY/CASUALTY 
INSURANCE COVERAGE WILL BE RECEIVED BY MUNDAY CONSOLIDAIED 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLDISTRia.

All qualified individuals or firms interested in providing services should respond with a 
written response to Munday Consolidated Independent School District. Final selection 
will be made in accordance with the policies of Munday Consolidated Independent 
School District’s School Board and other statutory provisions. Details are available at the 
Administration Building of the Munday Consolidated Independent School District at 811 
West D Street, Munday, Texas.

Responses must be received by August 9,2013 at 4:00 p.m., at 811 West D, Munday, 
Texas, after which time and date they will no longer be accepted. Late responses will be 
returned unopened and will not be considered. Responses may be delivered to the 
Administration Building of the Munday Consolidated Independent School District or 
Mailed to:

MR. ROBERTDFLARD, SUPERINTENDENT 
MUNDAY CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 300 ^
MUNDAY, TX 76371-0300
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The Paperboy 
C razy  id ea s w ith  
a m a z in g  in g en u ity

Sometimes when surfing the Internet, you come 
across some pretty cool things.

There is a new product being developed, and I 
imagine we’ll see it on store shelves in the coming years.

I t  seems a couple came up with the idea to have a 
diaper m onitor a baby’s urine to m onitor various health 
aspects.

T he startup company. Pixie Scientific Sm art Diapers, 
or simply Sm art Diapers, are, dispos­
able diapers designed to read your child’s 
health data and a mobile app that tracks 
the data over tim e.”

Through studying the urine, the dia­
pers can reveal signs o f type-1 diabetes, 
urinary tract infections, dehydration and 
developing kidney problems.

The technology is simple and uses a 
CHRIS ^ baby’s diaper to collect

data, which is then sent to the parents’ 
BLACKBURN smartphones. I f  there is an issue, they

can then send the inform ation directly to 
their pediatrician for a diagnosis.

“O ur goal is not to create another quantified self­
gadget but to create a product tha t is unobtrusive in your 
daily life and only speaks up when there is a reason to see 
a pediatrician or specialist,” developers say.

So, by using technology, and assuming Sm art Diapers 
come to fruition and become commonplace, families will 
be able to have advanced warning of health issues and 
could actually act on the inform ation quickly.

I suppose if  they can do this in a diaper, they could do 
it on some device for adults as well. Perhaps we’ll have 
the ability to do our business on something similar to 
an Farly Pregnancy Test and buy ourselves some time or 
even save our own life.

Remaining in the realm of technology, when was the 
last time you were on a new tractor?

I f  i t ’s been awhile, you’ll have to take my word for it 
tha t today’s agriculture equipm ent is full o f technology. 
From GPS guidance systems to autopilot, you can get 
just about anything on m odern equipm ent and the tech­
nology can save farming operations money over time.

A new advancement in agriculture is a robot that can 
pick fruit and vegetables.

Still years away from the market, engineers from Cali­
fornia’s Silicon Valley have been busy testing a Lettuce 
Bot. T he robot can “th in” a field o f lettuce in the time it 
takes 20 workers to do the same thing.

T he robots are not just picking anything and every­
thing either. They are picking the produce ready for 
market. They can also pick w ithout bruising.

Researchers say the Lettuce Bot can also m aintain the 
plants and enrich the soil during growing season, allow­
ing for a higher yield.

Pretty amazing stuff from the world of science.

Christopher Blackburn is publisher of this newspaper and CEO of 
Blackburn Media Group.

The Knox City-0 ’Brien CISD will 
auction surplus shed and lumber 
at the Knox City High School Ag 
Farm at 5:30 p .m. on Monday July 
22. For more information contact 
Louis Baty at 940-657-3521.

N O T IC F . O F  P l I B I . i r  H E A R IN G

for the consideration of entering into a cooperation agree­
ment with the Munday Housing Authority.
The City Council o f the City o f Knox City at the expira­
tion o f 60 days from the first publication o f this notice will 
hold a public meeting on August 20, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, 902 E. Main, Knox City, Texas to consider the 
question o f entering into a cooperation agreement with the 
Munday Housing Authority for the purpose of consolidat­
ing the Knox City Housing Authority and Munday Housing 
Authority. This notice is given pursuant to the Texas Local 
Government Code, Section 393.010.

Getting arrested and convicted in Texas for D.W.I. can cost you up to 
$17,000. So, before you go out collecting digits, line up a P.A.S.S. 
(Person Appointed to Stay Sober) who you can call for a sate ride home. 
Because, if you're pulled over for D.W.I.,your socializing days are numbered.

□BSaveaLifeTexas Department of Transportafron
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GENIUS
From Page 1

raise money for the organiza­
tion and to beautify Abilene 
yards and gardens. Sales ex­
ceeded expectations; instead 
of selling 10,000 bulbs as an­
ticipated, Abilene Clean and 
Proud sold 25,000.

“W ith that success under out 
belt, then we decided to tackle 
crape myrtles,” Albus said.

She came up with the initial 
slogan:

“Myrtle s coming. Get your 
bed ready.”

The figure of a shapely wom­
an illustrated the phrase, and a 
double entendre seemed obvi­
ous, creating a stir that drew 
some negative criticism to the 
whole campaign.

“People do not believe it, but 
my mind never went there,” 
Albus said. “I promise.”

Risque by design or by ac­
cident and negative criticism 
aside, the advertising slogan 
worked. Crape-myrtle sales 
soared. Entire neighborhoods 
planted crape myrtles. Some 
people bought the plants 
for the railroad right of way 
that bisects the city, and oth­
ers bought crape myrtles and 
planted them to honor the 
memory of deceased friends 
and family members.

Advertising professionals 
in Houston, Austin and San 
Antonio told Albus they could 
worked all their lives and never 
come up with such a clever 
campaign, she said. Even in 
far-away Sydney, Australia,

and Tokyo, Japan, her success 
earned her kudos.

“I fell into it,” she said.
Throughout Abilene today, 

crape myrtles in all shades re­
mind Albus of her most mem­
orable marketing effort.

“W ithin the last five years, 
they have really come into their 
own,” Albus said. “W hat they 
like is hot and dry weather, af­
ter they get established.”

Regarding some of her other 
accomplishments, Albus is 
quicker to take credit where 
credit is due.

“I was the first woman in 
Texas —  and the second in 
the nation —  to drive a Toms 
tmck,” she said, referring to her 
job driving a route for the snack 
food company. “I got chewed 
out so many times for doing a 
mans job.”

Albus didn’t see it that way. 
After all, she’d grown up on a 
farm in Knox County on Wild 
Horse Creek just off the high­
way between Knox City and 
Benjamin, where she’d done 
all the things her brothers did 
from working in the fields to 
playing ball and going fish­
ing —  everything but driving 
the tractor. So why not drive a 
Tom’s trucks

Her standard reply to men 
who wanted her Tom’s job was 
always the same. Albus said she 
would flash a grin and say gra­
ciously, “If  you’ll call 672-5000 
and say you’ll do a better job 
than me. I’ll bet he’ll hire you.”

Also in the realm of trailblaz- 
ing for women, she was the first 
woman Parent-Teacher Asso­
ciation president in Abilene at

the junior-high level. W hat’s 
more, she started the PTA at 
Abilene High School.

Anyone who wants to know 
what’s going on in the public 
schools should work with the 
PTA, preferably on the execu­
tive board, Albus said.

Albus served a stint at direc­
tor of the Preservation League 
of Abilene and saw the derelict 
Grace Hotel, haunt of tran­
sients and a downtown haz­
ard, restored and retrofitted 
to serve the city as the Grace 
Museum, a downtown show- 
place. Plaques on the building 
include her name.

“Two of my life’s greatest 
moments were giving birth 
to my sons and rebirth to the 
Grace,” she said.

Technically, that would be 
more than two moments; Al­
bus has three sons: Darren, 
Dennis and Damon. But never 
mind the details. For Albus, life 
is more about the big picture 
—  one with her ki it.

“If  there’s something you 
want done, hold up your hand,” 
she said. “W hy turn it over to 
someone else to do? \b u  be the 
leader of the band.”

Albus cites her own ejqperi- 
ence with Keep Texas Beauti­
ful as one event that reinforced 
her philosophy. It started when 
she had the idea that the orga­
nization could sell ornaments 
to raise money —  a different 
ornament each year.

“The executive director told 
me it would never work,” Albus 
said.

Albus wasn’t dissuaded eas­
ily.

“W hy doesn’t somebody do 
something?” is the question she 
said she asked herself 

“I finally decided I was 
somebody,” she said.

She managed to get the proj­
ect off the ground, albeit with 
Nelda Laney, wdfe of Texas 
speaker of the House Pete 
Laney, as designer. Ten years 
later, the ornaments are estab­
lished collectibles. The Laneys 
were guests at the luncheon 
honoring Albus.

“The ornaments come in a 
presentation box,” Albus said. 
“Each one depicts a symbol of
np yylexas.

This year’s ornament, now 
June, features a windmill, an oil­
field pumping unit, a longhorn, 
a jackrabbit and an armadillo.

In 2002-2003, Albus served 
as president of Keep Texas 
Beautiful, and over a 16-year 
period she’s served in every po­
sition on the executive board. 
Her status now is “emeritus.” 

Albus works as donor rela­
tions coordinator for West 
Texas Rehabilitation Center.
’ The job suits her, but it’s not 

the career she had in mind for 
herself when she was a student 
at Knox City High School.

“I was going to be a basket­
ball coach,” she said. “That’s all 
I ever dreamed o f”

An incident her senior year 
burst that bubble.

“I got thrown off the basket­
ball court because I challenged 
the boys’ coach for being un­
sportsmanlike,” she said.

College lost its appeal, and 
Albus, then Donna Verhalen, 
headed to nearby Abilene to

COTTON
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All these things have come 
together to amplify the impor­
tance of increasing irrigation 
efficiency.

For years, irrigators through­
out the area have been con­
verting to highly efficient 
low-pressure systems, such as 
low-energy precision appli­
cation, commonly knovm as 
LEPA, low-elevation spray ap­
plication and subsurface drip 
irrigation.

“We have a very high adop­
tion rate of these systems, and 
we have the technology to be 
very efficient, so mainly we’re 
fine-tuning the management 
these days,” she said. But irriga­
tion is most always supplemen­
tal, Porter said, especially across 
the Plains regions of Texas. 
It depends upon help from 
Mother Nature, and that help 
has been limited for years.

“As far as annual rainfall, 
we’re still way behind —  about 
half what we should have,” she 
said.

These recent good rains will 
help the crops, but the outlook

is still going to depend upon its 
growth stage, its foundation of 
soil moisture and how well it 
had been irrigated.

“O n a case-by-case basis, 
at the field level, i t ’s all over 
the map,” she said. “We have 
some fields that are in pretty 
good shape and others that 
are really stressed.”

Prior to this week’s rains 
and cooler weather, the re­
gion was experiencing typi­
cal summertime conditions 
w ith temperatures reaching 
100 degrees and no precipi­
tation.

Extension experts had

BILL
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only had 12 defectors — 
none from  Texas —  who 
voted against the bill. E lev­
en members did not vote, 
including G ene G reen, D - 
Texas. Republican repre­
sentatives from  C otton  Belt 
states who voted against 
the bill were Ron D eSantis 
o f Florida; John  D uncan o f 
Tennessee; T rent Franks of 
Arizona; Phil G ingrey o f 
G eorgia; T im  H uelskam p 
o f  Kansas; W alter Jones o f 
N orth  Carolina; Tom M c- 
C lin tock o f California; 
M a tt Salmon o f Arizona; 
and M ark  Sanford o f South 
Carolina.

T he bill still has a rela­
tively tough path  through 
conference, and the W h ite  
H ouse already has th rea t­
ened a veto.

M em bers o f the confer­
ence com m ittee are chosen 
by Agriculture C om m it­
tee leadership in both  the 
H ouse and the Senate, and 
it is highly likely the H igh  
Plains will have represen­
tation  in th a t group. The 
conference com m ittee is 
charged w ith  com bining 
the two versions o f the bill 
in to  a final, five-year legis­
lative package th a t can be 
approved by the Congress 
and presented to President 
Barack O bam a for a deci­

sion.
However, w ith the ex­

piration o f the one-year 
extension loom ing, confer­
ence com m ittee leaders will 
have more pressure to craft 
a bipartisan bill relatively 
quickly.

“We have said from  the 
beginning th a t this is no t a 
perfect bill, nor was this a 
perfect process, but we can­
not let perfect be the enemy 
o f good,” said Steve Verett, 
executive vice president for 
Plains C o tton  Growers in 
Lubbock. “T he H ouse A g­
riculture C om m ittee has 
worked diligently to put 
together a bill th a t reduces 
spending and offers sig­
nificant reforms, and we 
thank  C hairm an Lucas, 
Subcom m ittee C hairm an 
M ike Conaway, Reps. R an­
dy N eugebauer and M ac 
Thornberry, and all o f the 
members who helped get 
us one step closer to having 
a five-year comprehensive 
bill.

“W e also thank  Ranking 
M em ber Collin Peterson 
from  M innesota for his ef­
forts, even though he could 
not support final passage 
because o f the food stamp 
split,” Verett said. “H e is a 
trem endous friend to agri­
culture, and he and C hair­
man Lucas will continue to 
stand together, along w ith 
the rest o f the conference 
com m ittee, to move this 
bill across the finish line.”
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SIGNS CAN SAVE A LIFE.

Slow down 8t watch for detours in work zones. O n highways, know the 
posted speed & drive to road conditions. And always watch for cyclists 
8< pedestrians. Thanks, you’re a lifesaver.

□BSave a Life'
Texas Departm ent o f Transportation

If you die.

Thanks for reading 
The Knox County 

News-Courier!

will your 
family be 
buried in debt?
Help protect your family with life insurance from 
Modem Woodmen of America. Call today - 1 can 
help you plan for life.

Sammy Saied* FiCF
806-352-4770
Samuel.G.Saied®
mwarep.org

Sean Saied, FIC
806-316-6727
S.Sean.Saied®
mwarep.org

Modern Woodmen
FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Touching lives. Securing futures.*
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Hanaba Munn Welch/The Knox County News-Courier
Hands that once pulled bolls in Knox County hold a mock-up 
of the 2013 Keep Texas Beautiful ornament. The hands be­
long to Abilene resident Donna Albus, Knox County native and 
architect of the ornament project, a fundraiser for the state 
beautification organization. The new ornament was issued 
last month and is now available.

work, married two years later 
and soon enough found a place 
in the life of the city, starting 
with PTA and moving into 
other areas of leadership.

But she never forgot her up­
bringing.

Her father. M at Verhalen, 
taught his children to work, 
especially in the cotton fields.

“He taught us to work hard 
and to play hard,” Albus said.

The going rate for pulling 
bolls was two cents a pound, 
and chopping cotton in the 
summer earned Albus and 
her siblings 60 cents an hour. 
W hen all the work was done 
on the Verhalen farm, there 
was more to be done else­
where.

“Daddy would hire us out 
to Sam Emory Clonts and 
my Uncle Ted Hertel to chop 
their cotton,” she said. “We got 
to keep our own money.”

In the fall, the cotton patch

money paid for school supplies 
and new clothes, teaching Al­
bus the value of a dollar.

“I never had a banana split 
’til I was grown, because it cost 
25 cents,” she said. “I wasn’t 
going to spend that much 
money.”

One other experience Al­
bus postponed ’til adulthood 
was driving the tractor. It hap­
pened after she returned to 
Knox City and spoke at the 
Chamber of Commerce ban­
quet. Albus mentioned she got 
to work in the hot sun along­
side her brothers but that the 
equality stopped when it came 
to driving the tractor.

M at Verhalen heard the 
remark. The following day he 
took Donna Albus to the field 
and let her drive the tractor.

There are still a few things 
Donna Albus hasn’t done.

Driving a tractor isn’t one of 
them.

reported that cotton crops 
were looking stressed, and 
producers were reporting 
concerns o f well reliability, 
flea hoppers and weed pres­
sure. Corn also was begin­
ning to burn up from the 
heat, and grasshoppers were 
taking a devastating toll on 
crops, trees and shrubs.

Hay was being baled and 
rangeland and pastures were 
in fair condition, though in 
need o f moisture, and water 
tanks were drying up.

W ith  reports from the 
Texas A8cM AgriLife Ex­
tension Service.

HONE REN
GREAT SAVINGS AND A CHANCE TO WIN 
RANGERS TICKETS!
Join SRTC at the Monday Sign-Up Event and receive waived 
standard installation and connection fees on ai! new or 
additional services. Plus be entered in a drawing to win 4 
tickets to the Texas Rangers game on August 17th 
against the Seattle Mariners. Other 
prizes include Ranger T-shirts, 
bobble heads and much more!

Thursday, July 18th 
5:30 pm -  8:00 pm 
Munday Housing 

Authority
Community Center 

131 West Cisco Street

Some restrictions may apply. Services where 
available. Up to three connections waived, 

additional connections $20 each.

VERNON OFFICE 
7110 US Hv.y 287 E 
Vernon, TX 76384 

(940) 886-2217 
(888) 886-2217

H.ASKELL OFFICE 
113N.Ave.D 

Haskell, TX 79521 
(940) 863-1125 
(888) 863-1125

ask@srcaccess.net

SEYMOUR OFFICE 
310 W California 

Seymour. TX 75380 
(940) 889-1125 
(877) 389-1125

The Drug Store
m

is your local source for 
HOME MEDICAL 

. EQUIPMENT

Canes • Walkers • Lift Chairs 
Wheelchairs • Bathroom A ids' 

Ostomy Supplies • Hospital Beds 
Diabetic Supplies • Diabetic Shoes • 

Oxygen* Nebulizers

Respiratory Therapist on Staff

HASKELL 864-2673
1-800-962-0743

Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Closed Sunday and Holidays

mailto:ask@srcaccess.net
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G ood hearing can greatly lim it imagination
I f  you’re n o t hard  o f  hearing , you 

m iss a lo t.

Say w hat?
You heard  me. W h e n  som eth ing  is 

said and you h ear it  perfectly, m any in ­
te resting  th o u g h ts  never 
happen .

Ju s t yesterday, I 
th o u g h t the  television 
w ea ther guy m en tio n ed  
“C uban” air. I f  I ’d been  
paying closer a tten tio n ,
I probably  w ould  have 

heard  h im  r ig h t th e  first 
tim e. H e  said “h u m id ” 

HANABA air.

M U N N already m  th e  C arib -
W E L C H  bean. I im agined  air

b low ing across the
Island  o f  C uba and  w afting  next across 
the  so u theaste rn  U n ited  S tates, carry­
ing  the  L a tin  sounds o f  H avana stree t

m usicians in to  G eorg ia  ( if  H avana still 
has stree t m usicians), fa in t b u t audible 
to  anyone w ho m ig h t be lis ten ing  w hen  
th e  C uban  air b lew  by. Sm ells o f  C uban  
food  w ould  also be carried  aloft and 
w ould  confound  th e  sensory percep ­
tions o f  the  G eorg ians.

W h a t abou t F lorida? T h e y ’re already 
C uban ized , so the  air w ouldn’t be n o ­
ticed  u n til it  h it G eorgia.

T h e n  I realized  m y hearing  defic ien ­
cy had  kicked in. I t ’s n o t th a t I don’t 
hear. I hear ju s t fine. I ju s t don’t  always 
u nderstand .

M akes m e th in k  o f  the  old guy w ho 
explained the  p h en o m en o n  so well:

“I ’m  n o t hard  o f  hearing . People have 
gone to  m um blin ’.”

Sure enough.
C ou ld  be I ’ve always had  som e h ea r­

ing  d ifficulties. I d idn’t  do so w ell on a 
hearin g  tes t in  the  fo u rth  grade. A fte r 
a trip  to  an audio logist, it  was d e te r­

m ined  I ju s t had  a cold. B u t m y m o th er 
was in  a tizzy  for a w hile. M e, I was 
feeling  som ew hat grow n up and p roud  
o f  m yself to  have in h e rited  one o f  m y 
fa th e r’s tra its . N ow  th a t I don’t have 
a cold to  b lam e for m y poor hearing , 
m aybe th a t ’s how  I should  hand le  the 
situa tion . I ’m  all grow n up and p roud  to 
be like D addy. I could do worse.

Years ago I w orked w ith  a m an 
nam ed  Fred w hose hearing  was w orse 
th an  m ine. N o th in g  beats a conversa­
tio n  betw een  tw o people w ho don’t 
hear w ell. Fred was a ru ral le tte r  carrier, 
and I was a city  le tte r carrier. W e were 
w orking  across th e  m ailroom  from  
each o th e r p rio r to  h ittin g  the  coun try  
roads and city  streets, respectively. H e  
said h e ’d heard  abou t som ebody w ho 
had  a law n m ow er for sale, know ing  I 
was in te rested  in  buying  a used rid ing  
law n mower. I to ld  h im  th a t I w ould 
be in te rested  in  buying  a lon g h o rn  and

asked h im  w ho was selling a longhorn , 
inasm uch as I w an ted  to  acquire sorne 
longhorns. F red  to ld  m e w ho was sell­
ing  the  law n m ower, and I asked h im  
i f  he knew  how  m uch they  w an ted  for 
the  longhorn . A n d  so it w en t, back 
and  fo rth , u n til F red ’s colleague Leroy 
stopped  casing m ail and  tu rn ed  to  Fred 
and said, “Fred, she’s saying ‘lon g h o rn ’ 
and  you’re saying ‘law n m ow er.’” O ne 
posta l clerk  expressed dism ay th a t our 
conversation  had  been  in te rru p ted . H e ’d 
w an ted  to  see how  far w e’d go.

I f  I ’ve previously recoun ted  the  lo n g ­
h o rn -law n  m ow er story, sorry. M aybe 
you don’t  rem em ber either.

A  little  m em ory  loss can m ake th ings 
new.

H anaba M unn W elch is a colum nist and  
co n trib u to r to  B lackburn M edia Group  
new spapers.
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Whatever happened to 
old-fashioned harmony?

RONDA
R I C H

O ne day over lunch, my new -to- 
the-S ou th -bu t-thorough ly - 
loving-it husband com m ented on 

the choir singing at our church as led by 
my b ro ther-in-law  Rodney.

“A m ong the several things I love about 
the music at church is th a t people sing 
different parts,” he said. “A t m ost church­
es today, everyone sings together.”

True. M any churches 
have turned away from  
hymn singing and to ­
ward w hat is known as 
praise worship. In  doing 
so, an im portan t feature 
o f Southern history is 
falling to the wayside. 
As an advocate o f our 
h istory and legacy, I 
chose a church tha t 
honors th a t tradition.

I smiled. “I t ’s four- 
part harmony. A lto, so­
prano, tenor and bass.” 

W ith o u t request, I
launched into a history lesson on shape- 
note singing and the im portance it had 
to the rural South, especially the A ppala­
chian M ountains.

T he early colonists in N ew  England 
had sought religious freedom  in a new 
land called America. From the onset, they 
celebrated congregational singing w ith 
harmony. I t  is, indeed, very pretty, as the 
h igher-p itched  voices o f women sing 
notes th a t com plim ent their sound while 
the low er-pitched voices o f men stay on 
their notes. H arm ony singing filtered 
down through the m ountains and stuck 
hard in the Southern Appalachians.

N ot long ago, I ran across a tablet o f 
mine from  my 11th year o f life. There, in 
my tiny cursive w riting, were the notes 
I had taken during our annual sing­
ing school at church. I t  was taught by 
a local legend nam ed H ym an Brown, 
a short, ro tund man w ith lots o f black, 
wavy hair and a big laugh tha t echoed 
as pretty  as the piano sounded w hen his ■ 
fingers danced across its keys. A nd when 
he sang? O h my. I t  was the purest tenor.
I f  his voice was an image, it would be a 
sparkling, clear, cool river.

H e was an insurance salesman by trade, 
bu t he spent m ost o f his weekday eve­
nings teaching singing schools at church­
es. H e and D addy were great fr ie n d s ., 
W hen  H ym an was killed by a drunk 
driver one cold January night, it fell to 
M am a to break the news the next m orn-

"T h e  Scotch-Irish p eo p le  b e lieved  
stead fastly  in s to ry te lling , w h iskey­
m aking  and  m usic-m aking . M y fam ily , 
dow n th ro u g h  th e  gen erations , has 
fe rv e n tly  p racticed  a ll th r e e .”

ing. She had taken the call, roused me, a 
college sophomore, from  bed and told me 
w hat happened. <

“G et up and come to breakfast,” she 
told me. “I w ant you to be w ith me when 
I tell your daddy. H e’ll take it hard .”

She waited until he had finished eating, 
pushed his plate aside and was stirring his 
coffee. W hen  she gently broke the news, 
unfiltered sadness fell across his face, ag­
ing him  noticeably. A fter a long m om ent, 
he spoke.

“I knew som ethin’ was wrong w hen I 
heard the phone. I t  had a sad ring to it,” 
D addy lam ented.

O n the day o f the funeral. D addy stood 
on the fron t porch o f the old V ictorian- 
style funeral home. H e w atched as the 
casket o f his dear friend was carried out, 
and he heaved the heaviest, m ost m ourn­
ful sigh I had ever heard. I cried for my 
D addy’s great sorrow.

H ym an had been a form idable disciple 
o f the Scotch-Irish  practice o f singing 
schools and shape-note singing. O ur 
people believed steadfastly in storytell­
ing, whiskey-m aking and m usic-m aking. 
M y family, down through the generations, 
has fervently practiced all three. Singing 
schools were a tradition  where harm ony 
and sight reading w ith shaped notes were 
taught. I sing and play the piuno —  both  
woefully bad —  by reading the shape o f 
notes.

In  churches like ours, the men gather 
on one side and the women on the other 
so they can sing parts and blend deli­
ciously together. To me, it is simply beau­
tiful to hear songs like “I ’ll Fly Away” or 
“W h en  W e All G et To Heaven” sung w ith 
such gusto, alm ost always ending w ith a 
soprano refrain.

“W e need to have a singing school,” I 
said to Rodney one day. “O therw ise, the 
kids cornin’ up won’t know how to sing 
shape-noted harm ony.”

A nd that, to me, would be a tragic loss 
to our culture.

Ronda Rich is a Southern storyteller, humorist 
and best-selling author. Her latest book, "There's  
A Better Day A-Comin'," is available a t rondarich. 
com.

Oh, Canada! — or bust

DON
N E W B U H Y

If  “getting there is half the fan,” our 
recent Canada/New England cruise 
from Quebec City to Boston defies the 

long-held belief that two halves make a 
whole. W ith  multiple highlights on board 
equaling or surpassing the “getting there,” 
there were several “halves!”

It was a storybook adventure, book- 
ended by two of N orth America’s most 

historic cities. W eather 
was near-perfect —  daily 
temperatures in the low 
70s —  and the scenery, 
spectacular.

The four stops on H ol­
land America’s weeklong 
cruise on the midsized 
Veendam offered enticing 
ports. So, any thought of 
skipping even one was 
quickly dismissed.

To fully enjoy any va­
cation, one needs to shift 
into neutral —  a gear I 

strive for routinely. (Some people'find it 
easier to find reverse gear on a stick-shift 
car than neutral in leisure time.)

W e’ve yet to cruise w ithout experiencing 
unanticipated delights. This time, a fellow 
cruiser’s question —  “Reckon they’ll dance 
the ‘Hucklebuck’?” —  should have been a 
tip-off.

Upon boarding with some 1,400 other 
guests, we learned this was one of six 
Holland America cruises featuring “Danc­
ing with the Stars at Sea.”The popular 
T V  show’s personalities were on board to 
entertain, teach and visit. Then, the “H uck­
lebuck” question made sense —  remember 
the 1960s song? Chubby Checker claimed 
those who couldn’t do it “might be out of 
luck.”

Vacationers choosing this cruise are 
awash in choices —  even before Veendam 
boarding. Both Quebec City and Bos­
ton are steeped in history. However, the 

^recommendation is to spend extra days in 
Q C , since most Americans aren’t aware of 
its history, charm, beauty and marvelous 
blending of old and new.

England prevailed in the Battle of 1759, 
but French influence remains strongest. 
Sounds of the beautiful French language 
sweeten the air. (Their written words have 
bunches of extra letters —  such as “eaux,” 
which is pronounced simply “o.” A  Ca­
nadian woman called her dog “Fido,” uh, 
“Phydeaux.”)

Indeed, Galinda, the “good witch” in 
Broadway’s “W icked,” might be confound­
ed there. She asked her prof, “W hy you 
can’t just teach us history instead of always 
harping on the past?”

Quebec City, now 405 years old, is an all- 
season favorite, appropriately called North 
America’s most European city.

All was pristine; we found nothing in 
need of paint during our four-day visit. We 
understand, too, why winter sports enthu­
siasts pray for snow to come early and stay 
late in this winter wonderland.

M ontmorency Falls beckons. Raging 
from a drop-off 100 feet higher than N i­
agara Falls, it provided lighting to Quebec • 
City’s historic Le Chateau Frontenac.
Hotel when hydroelectricity was harnessed 
100 years ago. The hotel, imposed against 
an azure Canadian sky, is within yelling 
distance of the Veendam when the vessel is 
in port.

O n board, we were as active —  or vegeta­
tive —  as we chose. Often, we wound up 
in the ship’s impressive library, sometimes 
awake.

W ith  the Stars’presence, many legs were 
shaken and “light fantastics” tripped. (Truth 
to teU, some “heavy fantastics” danced, too.)

About 200 vacationers chose this cruise 
because the stars were on board. Some, 
though —  like me —  admitted limitations. 
I ’d finish second in a dance contest against 
a person with two left feet.

O f great intrigue were ports o f call up 
the St. Lawrence River into the G ulf o f St. 
Lawrence and finally the Atlantic Ocean. 
We treasured time at Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island; Sydney and Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and Bar Harbor, Maine.

W e were never disappointed; flowers 
were everywhere; yards, weU-groomed. 
“W e’d spend our last two bucks on gasoline 
for the mower,” one resident said.

In Sydney, Nova Scotia, the world’s larg­
est illuminated “fiddle”—  10 tons and 42 
feet tail —  was an “eye-catcher.” Yep, they 
called it a “fiddle” —  like we do in these 
parts, where “if  you’re gonna have a hit in 
Texas, you gotta have a fiddle in the band.” 
(Bagpipes are big there, too. However, a 
man of Scottish descent claimed the Irish 
gave the Scots bagpipes as a practical joke!).

Before boarding a plane in Boston, we 
toured that historic city, where facts memo­
rized decades ago came alive.

Back home, we hear Canada calling, and 
We intend to return, perhaps next time 
enjoying vivid fall foliage from the Veen- 
dam’s deck.

I f  fanciers of polka, jive, samba, waltz or 
even the “Hucklebuck” choose the deck, 
we’ll move to the side.

Don Newbury, former chancellor of Howard Payne 
University in Brownwood, is a Christian humorist 
and motivational speaker.

You ore TiA^ENTY THREE TIMES more likelv 
to crash when text vx̂ hile driving. Is sending

a n LOL text message realiv w^orth killing  
someone? Park the phone when drive.Support your community 
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San Jacinto Battleground
N ew  exhibit showcases awards, rewards, medals
Special to  the News-Courier

LA  P O R T E  —  A n in ­
tricately crafted medal 
awarded for valor or ser­
vice in the field; a bejew- 
eled crown worn by a beau­
ty queen; a silver cup given 
for m eritorious actions; 
and scholarship medals 
designed by w ell-know n 
artists are a few item s on 
display now at the San 
Jacinto M useum  o f H is ­
to ry ’s free lobby exhibit 
“Relics o f A chievem ent.” 
Now  on display until the 
fall, this lobby exhibit fea­
tures artifacts awarded for 
a variety o f reasons and ac­
tions th roughout Texas and 
U.S. history. These include 
county fair ribbons, a silver 
napkin ring  won as a prize 
for needlew ork at the Texas 
State Fair in 1878, a com ­
m em orative medal m ark­
ing the Sesquicentennial 
o f the U.S. M ilitary  A cad­
emy in 1952, certificates 
awarding land and funds 
to veterans o f the Texas 
Revolution, and a crown 
worn by the D uchess o f

San Jacin to  in the 2009 
“C ourt o f the C en tu ry ’’ 
at Fiiesta in San A ntonio. 
Be they made o f precious 
metals and gems or as 
simple as a sheet o f  paper, 
item s o f thanks and ap­
preciation have a h istory 
th a t stretches back to early 
civilization, w ith  evidence 
o f these relics found in al­
m ost every ancient culture. 
In  its first hundred years 
as a nation, the U nited  
States awarded few deco­
rations or medals, as the 
A m erican people generally 
considered them  to be u n ­
dem ocratic in nature and 
the symbols o f European 
m onarchies. W hile  the 
governm ent did not begin , 
awarding decorations on 
a large scale un til W orld 
W ar I, secular groups in 
the U.S. offered numerous 
awards for m erit or to con­
fer au thority  before then. 
V isitors to the m onum ent 
can enjoy plenty  o f free ac­
tivities^ on the grounds o f 
this state park: free adm is­
sion to the park; free park ­
ing; free to walk the San

Jacinto  B attleground and 
relive the famous battle  for 
Texas Independence; free 
picnic tables, grills and 
w ater faucets; free to ex­
plore the 1 ,210-foot-long 
m arsh trail and boardwalk 
to  see the native prairie, 
tidal m arsh and bo tto m ­
land forest as it appeared 
at the tim e o f the historic 
1836 Battle o f San Ja ­
cinto; and the perm anent 
exhibit at the M useum . 
Individual or combo tick ­
ets can be purchased to 
enjoy the “M aking a M ark  
... Leaving a Legacy” spe­
cial exhibit, the elevator to 
the observation deck, and/ 
or movie “Texas Forever!! 
T he  Battle o f San Jacin­
to .” All exhibits are located 
on the first floor o f the San 
Jacinto M onum ent.

For inform ation about 
this exhibit or the San Ja ­
cinto M useum  o f H istory, 
call 281-479-2421 or visit 
s a n ja c in to -m u s e u m .o rg . 
Also visit the museum ’s Fa- 
cebook page for additional 
inform ation about artifacts 
in the collections.

Courtesy photo
Booming cannons, cracking musket fire, thundering hooves and battie cries resound across 
the San Jacinto Battleground as hundreds of history re-enactors recreate the events leading 
up to Texas winning its independence at the decisive Battle of San Jacinto. This year marked 
the 177th anniversary of Texas independence.

USDA News
Grant to fund household water well systems

T h e  U S D A  R ural D evelop­
m en t announces the availabil­
ity  o f  R ural U tilities Service 
g ran t funds to  be com petitively 
aw arded for the H ouseho ld  W a­
ter W ell System  G ra n t P rogram  
for F iscal Year 2013.

RU S w ill m ake g ran ts to qual­
ified private n o n -p ro fit o rgan i­

zations to help establish  lending  
program s for hom eow ners to 
borrow  up to $11,000 to  con­
struct or repair household  w ater 
wells for an existing hom e.

O f  particu lar note th is year, 
in  an effo rt to  address the ex­
trem e d rough t conditions in 
rural areas, RUS w ill assign ad ­

m inistrative d iscretion  po in ts to 
applications p roposing  to  serve 
areas w ith  severe, extrem e or 
exceptional d rough t, as reported  
by the U.S. D ro u g h t M onito r.

T h e  deadline, for com pleted  
applications for a H W W S  gran t 
is Ju ly  26.

A pplications in e ither paper

or electronic fo rm at m ust be 
postm arked  or tim e-stam ped  
electronically  on or before the 
deadline. L ate  applications w ill 
be ineligible for g ran t consider­
ation.

A pplications may be su bm it­
ted  to  the  follow ing addresses:

• G rants.gov.

• W ater P rogram s D iv i­
sion, R ural U tilities Service, 
S T O P : 1570, R oom  2233-S , 
1400 Independence Ave. SW, 
W ash ing ton , D C  20250—1570.

For add itional in fo rm ation , 
contact the R ural D evelopm ent 
S tate O ffice a t 254-742-9789 .
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Capital Highlights

Lawmakers pass new 
abortion regulations
By Ed Sterling
For the News-Courier

A U STIN  —  Legislation relating to the 
regulation o f abortion procedures, providers 
and facilities was passed by the Texas Senate 
on July 13, and now moves to the governor s 
mansion to be signed into law.

Thousands of demonstrators journeyed to 
the Capitol, hoping to influence the outcome 
and witness the proceedings.

House Bill 2 amends various sections of the 
state Health and Safety Code and the state 
Occupations Code, requiring cUnics that pro­
vide abortions to meet ambulatory care stan­
dards and doctors who perform abortions to 
obtain admitting privileges at a nearby hos­
pital.

HB 2 also requires that abortion-inducing 
medications such as RU-486 be administered 
in person by a doctor and prohibits an abor­
tion past the 20th week o f pregnancy.

Also under the bill, pregnancies resulting 
from rape or incest would not receive special 
consideration on medical, psychological or 
moral grounds.

Proponents of HB 2 argued the legislation 
would improve womens health care by raising 
clinic standards and prevent fetal pain they 
believe is felt when an abortion is performed.

Opponents argued HB 2 would abridge the 
constitutionally protected right o f a woman 
to choose, intervene in the doctor-patient 
relationship and impose a burden on women 
who do not live within a reasonable distance 
o f a licensed facility.

Final passage in the Senate came on a 19- 
11 vote, matching earlier votes in which a 
Republican majority tabled some 20 amend­
ments offered by Democrats during the course 
of a 10-hour floor debate.

HB 2 was passed by the House on July 10 
on a partisan vote of 96-49 before moving 
to the Senate for consideration. Rep. Jodie 
Laubenberg, R-Parker, carried the biU in the 
House, and Sen. Glenn Hegar, R-Katy, car­
ried the bill in the Senate. Laubenberg and 
Hegar failed to move the same legislation 
in the 140-day regular session, which ended 
May 27, and in the 30-day first called session, 
which ended June 25.

Hegar issued a news release July 13 soon 
after HB 2 passed, saying, “This new law adds 
a critical protection for a new class of citizens, 
preborn children who have been proven to 
feel pain” and “the provisions of the bill will 
make abortions safer procedures, lowering the 
risk of harm to the pregnant mother or to any

Nancy’s Notions

live-born children by increasing accountabil­
ity and standards for abortion providers.”

Sen. Wendy Davis, D -Fort W orth, led 
Senate opposition to the abortion-restricting 
bills in the first and second called sessions. 
“The law passed last night will undoubtedly 
be challenged in court. I t s unconstitutional 
and bad for our families,” she said.

Gov. Rick Perry called the special sessions, 
ordering lawmakers to pass new abortion re­
strictions. He praised the passage of HB 2, as 
did Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and Attorney 
General Greg Abbott, the state’s chief legal 
officer.

New paths for Perry, Abbott
Perry on July 9 announced he would not 

seek another term as the state’s chief executive 
in 2014, and Abbott on July 14 announced 
his plan to seek the governorship.

Perry’s announcement fueled speculation of 
a second run for the presidency. Perry ran un­
successfully as a presidential candidate in the 
2012 election, losing to former Massachusetts 
Gov. M itt Romney.

I f  Perry runs, he may have a G O P  primary 
challenger in fellow Texan Ted Cruz, a fresh­
man U.S. senator from Houston and a former 
state sohcitor general under Abbott.

W ith  A bbott’s announcement made, at­
tention turns to Dewhurst, who as fieuten- 
ant governor is in line to be interim governor 
should Perry resign from office to concentrate 
on a presidential run.

No Democrat has announced for governor, 
but Sen. Davis reportedly is exploring the 
possibility.

Givebacks total $1 billion
Texas Comptroller Susan Combs on July 

10 reported she has returned $1 billion in un­
claimed property to rightful owners since she 
took office in 2007.

This is the largest sum of money ever re­
turned by a Texas comptroller, she said, add­
ing that since she took office in January 2007, 
she has been committed to return as much 
unclaimed money as possible to owners who 
may have forgotten about it.

W hile unclaimed property payments began 
in 1962 and about $900 million was returned 
in the 44 years prior to her taking office, about 
1.1 million claims have been approved since 
2007, totaling $1 biUion over six and a half 
years. Combs said.

Combs recently said she would not seek 
another term as comptroller.

Slow  cooking saves 
tim e, energy all year
Do you remember when you were 

younger and coming home to the 
smell o f a home-cooked meal? Was 

it cooked in a slower cooker? Slow cookers are 
a great way to prepare food and can be used 
throughout the year.

Using a slower cooker saves on electricity 
and could avoid unwanted heat from the oven 
in the kitchen. Another advantage to using a 

slower cooker is that it can 
save time, allowing you 
more time to enjoy your 
family. Let’s look at how to 
properly use a slow cooker.

Be sure to keep all 
perishable foods refriger­
ated until right before you 
need them to be placed 
in the cooker. I f  you have 
previously cut up foods, 
keep those foods stored 
separately in the refrig­
erator. Keeping foods cold 
prior to using them assures 

that bacteria will not be growing on the foods, 
thus not having a “head start” if they are left 
out at room temperature.

I t’s important to remember slower cookers 
come in a variety of sizes, so the amount of 
food you place in them will vary depending 
on the size of the cooker. Follow the manu­
facturer’s guidelines on the sizes and amounts 
o f food that should be placed in your specific 
cooker. Keeping the lid closed at aU times 
helps to keep the steam/moisture in and 
ensures the food is cooking properly.

The majority of cookers now have numer­
ous settings. Different foods will take differ­
ent amounts of time to cook. I f  you’re leaving 
for the day, it is recommended that foods be

NANCY
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cooked on the low setting; however, if you’re 
at home and wish to cook it quickly, the high 
setting might be more appropriate for the 
meal you have selected.

W hen possible, turn the cooker on high 
for an hour or so and then turn it down to a 
lower setting. I f  you do not have time for this 
step, set the cooker on low, go to work, and 
come home to a deliciously cooked meal.

Should the power go out while cooking in 
a slow cooker, it is important to remember 
a few things. I f  you are home, immediately 
pull the food out and continue cooking it by 
another method. I f  you are not home and the 
power goes out, throw away the food, even if 
it looks done.

Food safety should always be a top priority 
in your kitchen. Remember to always cook 
foods to proper internal temperatures, follow 
good personal hygiene, and clean and sanitize 
aU food contact surfaces.

O n July 30 ,1 will offer a class from noon to 
1 p.m. at the Garza County Extension Office, 
called “Fast Food with Slow Cookers.” Cost 
is $12 per person and includes lunch and a 
recipe booklet. Topics include new guide­
lines for testing slow cookers, cooking to the 
correct temperatures and choosing the right 
recipe for your slow cooker.

Space is limited to the first 20 people. To 
register, call the Garza County Extension of­
fice in Post at 495-4400.

For information on cooking with slow 
cookers or food safety, contact your local 
county Extension agent for family and con­
sumer science.

Nancy McDonald is the family and consumer sciences 
agent for the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
in Garza County.

NOTICE OF SALE

STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF KNOX

By virtue o f orders o f sale issued out of the 50^^ Judicial District Courts of Knox 
County, Texas, by the Clerk of the Court on the 18th day of MARCH, 2013, and the 31st 
of MAY, 2013, and in the following numbered and styled suits and to me directed and
delivered, I, as Sheriff o f Knox County, did on the day of TYlv/u'.C________, 2013,
levy upon and will, on the first Tuesday in AUGUST, 2013, the same being the 6TH day 
of such month at the South door of the Knox County Courthouse, in the City of 
Benjamin, T ex^ , between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., beginning at 10:00 
a.m. proceed to sell for cash to the highest bidder all the right, title and interest o f the 
defendants in the following suits in and to the following described real estate levied upon 
as the property o f the defendants in each respective suit, to wit:

Suit No.: 9317

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. ADAM ANDRADE ETAL 

Judgment: $13,034.28 (plus interest and costs)

Property: Geo; R000004776
Lot 5 and 6, Block 47, J.T. Lee Addition to the City of Monday, Knox County, 
Texas, as the same appears on a map or Plat thereof filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Knox County, Texas;

Suit No.: 9217

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. JIMMY EARL DOCKINS 

Judgment: $1,521.40 (plus interest and costs)

Property: Geo: R000004401
A 132X200 tract of land, more or less, out of Block 2, Reeves & Musser Addition, 
City of Munday, Knox County, Texas being that property more particularly 
described in Volume 285, Page 350 of the Official Public Records, Knox County, 
Texas;

Suit No.: 8987

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. NELDA DOCKINS 

Judgment: $1,053.69 (plus interest and costs)

Property: Geo; R000006316
Lot 12, Block 50, Lee Addition to the City of Munday, Knox County, Texas as the 
same appears on a map or Plat thereof filed in the Office of the County Clerk of 
Knox County, Texas;

Suit No.: 9307

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. SOLANO FERNANDEZ 

Judgment: $6,984.01 (plus interest and costs)

Property:
Tract 1: Geo: R000002917
Lot 10, Block 35, Original Townsite of the Town of Goree, Knox County, Texas as 
the same appears on a map or Plat thereof filed in the Office of the County Clerk of 
Knox County, Texas;

Tract 2; Geo: R000006328
Lots 11 and 12, Block 35, Original Townsite of the Town of Goree, Knox County,
Texas as the same appears on a map or Plat thereof filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Knox County, Texas;

Tract 3: Geo: R000004931
0.630 Acres, more or less, out of the Southeast part of the H &TC RR Co. Survey 
#82, Block 45, Out of Abstract 1812, Knox County, Texas being that property more 
particularly described in Volume 256, Page 643 of the Deed Records, Knox County, 
Texas

Suit No.j 9402

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. RICHIE PEREZ 

Judgment: $3,397.68 (plus interest and costs)

Property: Geo: R000002114

The West 48 1/2 feet of the North 87 feet of Block 31, R. P. Munday Addition to the 
City of Munday, Knox County, Texas, as more particularly described in Volume 
309 at Page 1181 of the Deed Records of Knox County, Texas;

Suit No.: 9340

Style: KNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT VS. JESSIE TUCKER 

Judgment: $2,070.61 (plus interest and costs)

Property: Geo: R000008425
Lot 6, Block 116, Reeves & Musser Addition, City of Munday, Knox County, Texas 
as the same appears on a map or Plat thereof filed in the Office of the County Clerk 
of Knox County, Texas;

All the property sold will be subject to the owner's right of redemption. The redemption 
period is two years for homestead, minerals and agricultural use property and six months 
for all other property. Purchasers shall receive a Sheriffs Deed that is without warranty. 
Bidders should satisfy themselves concerning title and location of the property and 
improvements on the property prior to sale.

Signed: ^  / 3

Dean W. Homstad, Sheriff 
Knox County, Texas
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DRILLING
From  Page 1

can take years to remediate but 
also can come at a tremendous 
cost.

“Drilling fluids are land- 
applied in many parts of Texas 
where drilling is occurring,” Fea- 
gley said. ‘Improper application 
has severely damaged soils that 
have failed to recover even after 
many decades.”

In many cases, Feagley noted, 
recycling those fluids through 
proper land application could 
have prevented those adverse ef­
fects.

“There are numerous poten­
tial issues associated with land 
application of these materials,” 
Feagley said. “If done properly 
on soils that can accept these 
types of materials, no detrimen­
tal effects should occur. However, 
if not applied properly, then nu­
merous detrimental effects can 
occur that can take many years to 
remediate.”

Applied properly, Feagley said, 
land application can provide 
beneficial environmental affects.

Unfortunately in Texas, how­
ever, the oil industry is self-reg­
ulated, so it becomes incumbent 
upon the landowner to ensure 
the environmental integrity of 
his or her own land.

Sodium is key in Texas
Fluids and muds used during 

oil and gas exploration are typi­
cally recycled during the drilling 
process until they can no longer 
be used, Feagley said. But then 
the remaining byproduct needs 
to be disposed of, and operators 
turn to landowners who will al­
low the “sludge” to be spread 
aaoss their acreage.

No two muds are the same.

Feagley noted, as each operator 
has a “recipe” for each hole. Most 
muds will contain a combina­
tion of bentonite clay, barium 
sulfate, lime, soda ash, lignite and 
materials that prevent the loss of 
circulation — including ground 
peanut shells, mica, cellophane, 
walnut shells, cottonseed hulls 
— and add to the sealing ability 
of the material.

There are two types of oilfield 
byproduct: water-based and oil- 
based. Most of the time, Feagley 
said, it is the water-based mate­
rial that is applied to the land, but 
it will contain cUssolved solids 
and sodium.

“You need to determine if the 
soil will be changed due to salts 
and clays in a detrimental way,” 
he said. “Sodium is the major 
problem we have with using this 
water. When we get a certain 
amount of sodium in the soil, it 
has a tendency to disperse the 
clay and organic particles then 
seal the pore space in the soil.

‘Instead of having the ability 
to get water into and through the 
soil, that first increment of pre­
cipitation seals all the pore space 
and the water doesn’t have any 
place to go, so we get runoff and 
eventually erosion.”

Another concern is the chlo­
ride, which some plants can be 
sensitive to, he said. Also, the 
bentonite does not contain many 
nutrients but does add clay to the 
soil, “which is good in a sandy 
soil, but not so much in a clay 
soil, where you don’t need any 
more clay,” he said.

The typical contents of the oil- 
based materials are more acidic 
in nature, containing petroleum 
hydrocarbons and not as many 
dissolved solids, which limits soil 
capability, Feagley said.

“To counteract that acidity, 
adding limestone to the soil will

raise the pH levels and allow that 
soil to be more productive,” he 
said.

If excess sodium and poor 
drainage are a problem, he said, 
gypsum can be to treat the soil.

“Once you get the gypsum or 
calcium sulfate ntixed in, it re­
places the sodium and re-opens 
the pore space, allowing water to 
move through and the salts are 
pushed out,” Feagley said. “But 
you have to do the gypsum first 
before you add the water.”

If applied properly in certain 
areas, drilling mud could benefit 
the soil by reducing compaction, 
which allows for better tilling, 
and the addition of clay in sandy 
soils increases nutrient and water 
retention.

If applied improperly, however, 
the addition of unnecessary and 
sometimes harmful salts to the 
soil could intensify its clay con­
tent, making it impermeable and 
leading to runoff and erosion.

“It can take years to regenerate 
an area if the material is applied 
improperly,” Feagley said. “Re­
mediation takes time and can be 
very expensive for the landowner, 
it’s not a quick fix to get salts in 
the soils out.”

Costly mistakes
Landowners aaoss the state 

are discovering, some much too 
late, the adverse effects drilling 
can have on their own land — 
and on their wallet.

Oil and gas production pro­
duces massive amounts of solid 
waste. For each foot drilled, ac­
cording to the American Petro­
leum Institute, 1.2 barrels of solid 
waste are produced.

Sharon Wilson, dirertor of the 
Texas Oil and Gas Accountabil­
ity Projert, an arm of the indus­
try watchdog group Earthworks, 
said drilling companies will of­

fer anywhere firom $10,000 to 
$30,000 per acre to land-apply 
these materials in Texas.

“The industry argues that what 
they’re taking out of the ground, 
they’re putting back into the 
ground through land-farming,” 
Wilson said. “But materials jfrom 
inside the earth’s cmst don’t be­
long on top of the earth’s cmst.

“Much of this material con­
tains low concentrations of ra­
dioactive material, and during 
the drilling process becomes 
chemical-laden, containing drill­
ing fluid, mud, drill cuttings, 
slurry, heavy metals and other 
impurities.”

Once the sludge is spread out 
over the land, if done improp­
erly, the cost to reclaim the land 
comes at a much higher cost. 
Most times, because of weak 
contract negotiations, Wilson 
said, the price to rehabilitate that 
land falls on an unsuspecting 
landowner who will blindly sign 
a contrart while waiting for the 
money to come rolling in.

“I can’t stress enough the im­
portance of landovmers seeking 
out the expert advice of a quali­
fied attorney well-versed in the 
oil and gas industry,” said Wil­
son, a resident of Allen and her­
self a mineral owner. “However, 
these qualified attorneys are hard 
to come by, especially in places 
such as the Barnett and Eagle 
Ford shales, because the industry 
will go in there and put them all 
on retainer. This pre-empts them 
firom representing landowners 
because, in effect, they’re already 
working for the oil and gas com­
panies. It becomes a conflia of 
interest.”

Once a qualified attorney is 
found, Wilson urged landowners 
to consider an independent eval­
uation of not only the soil, water 
and air of their acreage, but also

of the drilling fluid to be used, 
before any work is allowed.

“Drilling companies have 
analyses, but their analyses are 
designed only to meet regula­
tions, and some even could be 
skewed to fit the data,” Wilson 
said.

Slope, buffer zones, soil tex­
ture, electrical conductivity, ex­
changeable sodium percentage, 
depth to bedrock, water table 
and firequency of application are 
all parts of the rules and regula­
tions governing the application 
of both water-based and oil- 
based materials.

“Before considering any com­
mitments, whether by handshake 
or contrart, or on a single prop­
erty or multiple properties, get a 
lawyer and make sure they know 
the contents of the material and 
their soil,” Wilson said. “A good 
company will work with you 
firom application to years down 
the road when you can see how 
the crop responds, and make sure 
they are held financially account­
able for any detrimental effect 
application has on your land.”

Kay Ledbetter, a writer for the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service at 
College Station, contributed to this 
report.

On the web:
• For further reading, read 

“Land Application of Drilling 
Fluids: Landowna Consida- 
ations,” a publication prepared 
for the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service by the De­
partment of Soil and Crop Sci­
ences at Texas A&M University. 
The report can be accessed online 
at htq>://bitJy/19k[UnA.

• For information on soil test­
ing, contact the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service Soil, Water 
and Forage Testing Laboratory 
at 979-845-4816, or file Garza 
County Extension office at 806- 
495-4400.

• For questions and assistance 
related to drilling fluid disposal or 
a land application program, con­
tact the Railroad Commission of 
Texas district office in Midland 
at 432-694-5581 or online atrrc. 
state.tx.us.

Prices Good Thru 08 /10 /13 Store #102
105 S Central Ave Knox City 

940-658-3481

Alisup’s ^  gH. M

Sandwich Bread 2  $  4
24 oz........................................ .89  ̂each or FOR I
Alisup’s ^  gig M

Wheat Bread 2
24 OZ. .....................................$1.09 each or FOR I
Slim ^
Jim
.97 OZ............................... ................................................ I

Western Family

Bath Tissue
Petal Soft, 4 roll pkg.

1 @ Reg. Price or FOR
2 $050
OR ^

Become a friend of
T h e  K i n i o x ; O o u i s i t y  ^

3̂  z m j s - Q l M t u r t B r
on Facebook.
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H ettt0 - € 0 u r t e r  O IlaB B tfteliB
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL? SELL IT IN THE NEWS-COURIER CLASSIFIEDS!

HELP WANTED r
Brazos Valley Care 
Home is now ac­
cepting applications 
for Certified Nurse Aides. 
Please apply in person at 
605 S. Ave F, Knox City 
072513c

Stonewall Memorial 
Hospital: W anted,
Fulltime and part-tim e

positions for RNs and 
LVNs, as well as pool 
positions. For more in­
form ation call Director 
of Nursing, Jan Harris 
at 940-989 -3551  Ext. 
231 071813c

FOR SALE r
18' Hobie Cat sailboat 
and trailer. $500. Call 
evenings: 9 4 0 -42 1 -
4357. tfn

PUSHER/ROUSTABOUT
Ability to m aintain work and work environment. Directly 
responsible for the perform ance o f the crews. Responsible 
for all reports com pleted and signed including daily work 
tickets. Performs and  assumes other duties as directed by 
supervisor. G athering equipm ent for type o f job needed. 
Ability to do the job at hand yourself. Com puter literate, 
CDL, Supervisor Experience.

Kyle Erwin Construction LLC 325-573-2000

R  E  A  L  T
103 N. Ave. E 

H aske ll, TX 79521 
940 -864 -2665  

1 -800 -658-6342
zvww.haskellcountyrealty.com

Chan Guess, Rhonda Lisle, Roger Roewe -  agents 
B ridget Guess -  b roker

FEATURED LISTINGS

• Z245 FM 2163- Rochester -Large brick home 
on 12 +/- ACRES 4bed/2 bath -REDUCED

• R047 C R  1694-Knox City - 40 +/- Acres, Great 
country living! 4bed/2bath --.REDUCED

• 42Q MILROAD-RQCHESIER— Two 24,000 
s /f  warehouses on 15 acres, priced to sell! [will 
divide)

For a complete listing, call or check our website!
We now cooperate in a 

M ultiple L isting Service (MLS)
What this means for you is that we can provide 
you the largest range of service and advertising 
possible for our area. No matter what type of 

property you are looking to buy or sell, 
let us help you!

‘W here we m ake You our * 7  F riority”

R E A L T O R ^ ^

Do YO U  take V I  A G  R A
C I A L I S ?

m m
10 1 0 0 m g /2 0 m g  

^ i l l s  fo r  o n ly  ®9 9 .0 0
^  BUY THE BLUE PILL NOW!
1 - 8 8 8 - 3 9 S - 8 4 S 6

C A LL N O W  A N D  G E T  4  B O N U S  PILLS FREE!

FESCO LTD. has an im m ed ia te  opening  
fo ra  position in O zona ,TX
HYDROCARBON LAB 

TECHNICIAN;
Requirements: Applicant with a Chemistry 
Degree or chemistry background is a plus, but will also consider experi­
ence with Gas Chromatograph operations, maintenance, quality control & 
data processing. Requires field operations involving collection of oil & gas 
samples. Applicant must be able to pass a DOT physical, drug and alcohol 
tests, criminal background and driving record checks. PREMIUM PAY 

Applications can be picked up at 105 Medical Drive, Ozona, TX 
or from our website @ www.fescoinc.com or call (325) 392-3773

IIPITOR
and Crestor® are statins, drugs prescribed to 
heip iower cholresteroi. Recent studies have 
linked these drugs to an increased risk of type 
2 diabetes in all patients but especially in older 
women. Statins are already known to damage 
muscle tissue and the liver. If you have been 
taking a statin like Lipitor® or Crestot® and have 
developed type 2 diabetes or rhabdomyolsis, 
especially it you are an older woman, contact 
us immediately for professional insight.

EXPERIENCE  
C O U N T S

Laivyers w ith  more than 
100years combined expertise.

Ryan A  K rebs, M .D ., J .D .
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A  D odd, L C . 
T im othy R  C ^ipolino, EC.

Board C enificd  Personal In jury  Trial Law an d  C ivil 
T rial Law by (he Texas Board o f  Legal SpcdaJizadon

N O  FEE F O R  FIR ST V ISIT  

C A M E R O N , T E X A S

1- 800- 460-0606
www.DefectiveDrugsLaw.com

You are W E H IY  THREE TIMES more likely 

to crash when you text while driving. Is sending 

on LOL text message really worth killing 
someone? Park the phone when you drive.

New Holland 660 Round 
Baler, barn kept, new  
tire , belts. Excellent 
Shape, Ready to work, 
also John Deere Twin 
Rakes, 3 2 5-51 3 -4 7 6 1 , 
serious inquires only. 
Tfnnc

North of Knox City, off 
Highway 6. 3B R /lB ath , 
C /H /A . Non-smoker. 
$500 deposit/rent. 325- 
665-3336  7 /11 -tfn c

LOST r
k

WANTED r
k

FOR SALE/RENT r
k

Clean updated farm ­
house with carport.

Used 4-wheel walker w / 
seat and hand breaks. 
Glenn Kyzer 940-422- 
4389. 071813P

LOST fem ale bor­
der collie tricolor tan 
around face answers 
to Babe call Deana 
Mitchell 9 4 0 -20 0 -0 4 9 3 . 
072513nc

Subscribe to the 
News-Courier today!

(940) 422-5350

The Munday and Knox City 
Housing Authorities have 
apartments available for im­
mediate occupancy. It the 
intent of both to rent the 
units to high income house­
holds when there are no 
eligible low or very low in­
come applicants on the wait­
ing list. Flat rent is $200 
for 0-1 bedroom units and 
$250 for 2-4 bedroom units. 
Income based rent may be 
lower. Call Munday at 940- 
422-4941 or Knox City at 
940-657-3612 for more in­
formation. Both are equal 
opportunity providers. 
0 7 1 1 1 3 - t f n c « " *

01»(>OMTUNITr

r o w
EXPERIENCE

COUNTS
Lawyers with m ore than 100 

years combined expertise.

Tire Allures and tread separations
are more common in summer. Many 
manufacturers scrimp on materials and 
market defective tires, which may result 
in catastrophic roll-overs or crashes. If 
you or a loved one have been injured 
by a defective tire or in a roll-over, call 
us for professional insight

Ryan A. Krebs, M .D ., J.D .
D^tor-Lawycr in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A  Dodd, L C  
Timothy R  Cappolino, PC

Board Certified Personal Injury T rjJ  Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board o f  L ^a l Specialization

NO FEE FOR HRST VISIT 
CAMERON, TEXAS

1-800- 460-0606
www.YourCarW reck.com

Calcet® is designed to help  
stop low calcium leg cramps. 
Just ask your pharmacist.

Petite Tablet 
More Calcium 

& Vitamin Ds

Helps fight 
leg cramps*

For those 
with milk allergies

Fights
osteoporosis

Go Painlessly with THERA-GESIC.

Maximum strength 
analgesic creme for 
temporary relief from:

• Joint and Muscle 
soreness

• Arthritis
• Back aches

GO

•These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug 
Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, 
or prevent any disease.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF ROYALTY OWNERS

“Royalty 
owners helping 
royalty owners 

since 1980”

For info or to register visit our website or call, 
www.naro-us.org/texas • 1-800-558-0557

^  M iss ion
K  ^ P H A R M A C A L

Annual TEXAS 
Convention
July 17-19  

AUSTIN
Barton Creek Resort 

512- 329-4616
Come join us!

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETW ORK

«
«
f

f
f

J

f
«

f

TexSCAN Week of 
July 14,2013
ADOPTIONS

WARM, FUN, PROFESSIONAL Couple  
eager to provide your child love and happi­
ness forever. Expenses paid. Call Ann and 
Peter at 1 -800-593-1730; annpeter102(g  
gmail.com or go to www.annandpeter.info

AUCTIONS
70+/- PROPERTY ONLINE Real Estate REO  
Auction homes. Commercial, multi-family lots. 
Sperry Van Ness commercial real estate advi­
sors. 1-504-468-6800, www.BidOnBankREO. 
com (D. Gilmer Tx Lic#11136)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
GUARANTEED INCOME for your retirement. 
Avoid market risk & get guaranteed income 
in retirement! Call for a free copy of our 
safe money guide plus annuity quotes from 
A-Rated companies. 1-800-349-0643

LOOMIX FEED s u p p lem en ts  is s e e k ­
ing D ealers . M otivated individuals with 
cattle  know ledge and com m unity ties. 
Contact Bethany at 1 -800-870-0356/beco- 
meadealer@ adm.com to find out if there is 
a dealership opportunity in your area.

DRIVERS

EXPERIEN CED FLATBED DRIVERS
Regional opportunties now open with plenty 
of freight and great pay. 1-8(10-277-0212 or 
primeinc.com

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS - D edicated  
opportunity in South TX. Oilfield oppor­
tunity with excellen t earning potential! 
Avg. $70K  annually. Full benefits & 24/7  
dispatch. Arnold Transportation; www. 
drivearnold.com . 1 -8 5 5 -8 6 1 -0 1 2 4

NEW OPERATOR TRACTOR Team Pro- 
gram. $1.70 all miles. Call today for details. 
1-800-831-8737. Truckload & expedite trac­
tors needed immediately!

PAID CDL Training! No experience needed. 
Stevens Transport will sponsor the cost of your 
CDL training. Earn up to $40K first year and 
$70K third year. Excellent benefits, 1-888-726- 
4130, www.becomeadriver.com. EOE

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE O TR  driv- 
ers A PU  equipped , pre -pass, E Z -pass  
passenger policy. 2012  & new er equip­
ment. 100%  NO touch. Butler Transport 
1-80 0 -52 8 -78 25

EXPERIENCED DRIVERS -Excellent drivers, 
excellent regional runs. Great home time and 
benefits. Competitive weekly pay & late model 
equipm ent. Arnold Transportation; www. 
drivearnold.com. 1-888-742-8056

DRIVERS - HIRING EXPERIENCED/INEX­
PERIENCED tanker drivers! Earn up to 510 
per mile! New fleet Volvo tractors! 1-year 
O TR experience required. Tanker training 
available. Call today, 1-877-882-6537; www. 
OakleyTransport.com

DRIVERS - TRAINEES NEEDED Now! Learn 
to drive for Werner Enterprises! Earn up to 
$800 per week, no experience needed. CDL 
and job ready in 15-days. 1-888-734-6710

DRIVERS - STEADY Year-round recession 
proof frieight plus performance bonuses. Pets, 
riders and late-model/new equipment. Excel­
lent support systems. 6-months OTR required. 
Refresher training program for 3-6 months 
experience. 1-888-440-2465. DriveNCI.com

DRIVERS -  Students. 18-day from start to 
finish! Earn your CDL-A. No out-of-pocket 
tuition cost. Step up to a new career with FFE. 
www.driveffe.com; 1-855-356-7122

EARNING BETTER PAY is one step away! 
Averitt offers CDL-A dedicated & regional 
driver. Excellent benefits & hometime. CDL-A  
required. 1-888-362-8608. Recent grads with 
a CDL-A, 1-5 weeks paid training. Apply 
online atAverittCareers.com; EOE

FARM/HUNT LAND
THE OTHER CASH CROP is hunting rights! 
Our hunters will pay top dollar to hunt your 
land. Free info packet and quote.1-866- 
309-1507, www.BaseCampLeasing.com .

TECHNICAL TRAINING
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Become 
an Aviation M aintenance Technician. FAA 
approved training.Financial aid if qualified. 
Housing available, job placem ent assis­
tance. Call Aviation Institute of M ainte­
nance, 1 -877-523-4531.

HELP WANTED
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES needed! 
Train to become a medical office assistant 
now! Online job training gets you ready. 
Job placem ent when program com pleted. 
Call for details! 1 -88 8 -36 8 -16 38 ; ayers. 
edu/disclosures.com .

REAL ESTATE
20.29 ACRES, Rocksprings. Highway front­
age, electricity. Gently rolling with live oaks, 
exotics. $2,836 down, $516/month, (9.9%, 20 
years) or TX  Vet financing. 1-800-876-9720. 
www.hillcountryranches.com.

218 ACRES, W est Texas, east of Sand­
erson. Deer, dove, quail. Rolling brush 
country with easy access. Owner financed 
or TX  Vet, $295/acre . 1 -21 0 -73 4 -40 09 . 
www.westerntexasland.com .

$ 1 0 6  MONTH BUYS land for RV, MH
or c a b in . G a te d  en try , $ 6 9 0  dow n, 
($6900/10.91 %/7yr) 90-days same as cash. 
Guaranteed financing, 1-936-377-3235

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST VIEW Lake 
M edina/Bandera, 1/4 acre tract, central 
W /S/E, RV, M/H or house OK only $830  
down, $235 month (12.91% /IO yr), Guar­
anteed financing, more information call 
1-830-460-8354

ACREAGE REPO with septic tank, pool, 
pier, ram p. O w n er fin an ce . G ranbury  
1-21 0 -42 2 -30 13

AFFORDABLE RESORT LIVING on Lake 
Fork. RV and manufactured housing OK! 
G uaranteed financing with 10%  down. 
Lots starting as low as $6900. Call Josh, 
1-903-878-7265

STEEL BUILDINGS
STEEL BUILDING SHELTERS for garages, 
shops, barns, homes. Save thousands on 
Clearance buildings. 20x24 ,25x32 ,30x40 , 
35x56, low monthly payments. Call 1-800- 
991-9251 ask for Ash ley

VACATION
WEEKEND GETAWAY available on Lake 
Fork, Lake Livingston or Lake M edina. 
Rooms fully furnished! Gated community 
with clubhouse, swimming pool and boat 
ramps. Call for more information: 1-903-878- 
7265,1-936-377-3235  or 1-830-460-8354

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!
Statew ide A d .............. *550

290 Newspapers, 905,076 Circulation

North Region O n ly.... *250
94 Newspapers, 301,619 Circulation

South Region O n ly ... *250
100 Newspapers, 391,741 Circulation

W est Region O nly..... *250
96 Newspapers, 211,716 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service 

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

haskellcountyrealty.com

http://www.fescoinc.com
http://www.DefectiveDrugsLaw.com
http://www.YourCarWreck.com
http://www.naro-us.org/texas
http://www.annandpeter.info
http://www.BidOnBankREO
mailto:beco-meadealer@adm.com
mailto:beco-meadealer@adm.com
http://www.becomeadriver.com
http://www.driveffe.com
http://www.BaseCampLeasing.com
http://www.hillcountryranches.com
http://www.westerntexasland.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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Old Glory News

T he last few days have been
miserable, just too hot. I t has 
cooled off a lot today (Sunday) 

and we are told that we may get some
rain. Just can’t wait to see it......A  small
cloud popped up on Thursday after­
noon and came across this area and I 
got three tenths of rain. Boy did it ever 

smell and feel good. 
It was a fast hard 
rain, but I ’ll take 
every drop.

Please remember 
our monthly musi­
cal at the O ld Glory 
Community Center 
on Saturday, July 27 
with the conces­
sion stand to open 
at 5:30 and the 
program to begin at 
6 P M . Hope to see

_______________ aU of you there.
Todd and Krista 

Spitzer and Trussel 
and Katrina Thane of Stamford drove 
to Albany on M onday evening to enjoy 
a delicious meal out to help Krista 
celebrate her birthday.

Donna Westbrook drove to Lubbock 
to pick up that precious little grandson, 
Kameron Edwards, so he could spend a 
few days here so she and S J could spoil 
him. She later met Kamerson’s parents 
in Post for his return home.

Kambree and Kelsey Pierce of No- 
cona have been here to spend several 
days with their grandparents, Glen and 
Helen Pierce while their parents are 
vacationing in Hawaii. Kade and KeUie 
Lowack also spend some time there so 
they could enjoy visiting with Kambree 
and Kelsey.

It seems as though sadness just 
keeps returning to this community. 
Thomas Lewis Corzine passed away in 
Stamford on July 7. H e was the son of 
the late Oscar and Lillie Corzine and 
grew up in this community. Funeral 
services were held on Wednesday at the 
Faith Lutheran Church in Sagerton 
with burial in the O ld Glory Cemetery. 
O ur sincere sympathy to all the family.

M ittie Dunham  along with Isabell 
Mrazek, M ary Everette, and M ar­
tha McDowell assisted with serving 
refreshments during the ladies social 
hour at the Aspermont Care Home 
on Wednesday afternoon. The Croton

Creek Band consisting of Bo and W hiz 
Creighton, Steve Duncan and Pide 
Dunham  entertained the residents and 
visitors.

M ittie D unham  and W hiz Creigh­
ton spent the day in Abilene on Friday 
for business and shopping.

A  large crowd attended the Senior 
Citizens Dance at the O ld Glory 
Community Center on Thursday 
evening. Everyone enjoyed the good 
country and western music by Mike 
and Kevin, and all the delicious snacks 
that the ladies brought.

It seems that July is a big birthday 
month. Happy Birthday was sung to 
Riley Ellison, Doris Sims, Bernee Sealy, 
M ary Simmons, Pat Goodall, Anita 
Dozier, Bobby Wade, Shirley McElyea 
and James Branch. (Hope I didn’t miss 
anyone).

W inning the door prizes were Pat 
Gray from Stamford and Bobby Wade 
from Hamlin. See you next m onth on 
Thursday, Aug. 8.

Delbert and Joyce Leferve of Sager­
ton were honored with a big celebra­
tion at the O ld Glory Lodge Hall on 
Saturday evening celebrating their 
70th wedding anniversary. A  delicious 
meal was served followed by a lovely 
program presented by family mem­
bers and a slide show, then the dance. 
The great event was hosted by their 
children, Larry and Susan Leferve of 
Rule, Linda Leferve of Dallas Wylie, 
Kent and Kathy Leferve from Tuscola 
and JiU and Ken Brown from Sagerton 
.Also nine grandchildren and 15 great­
grandchildren. All were present with 
exception of four grandchildren.

Delbert and Joyce were married on 
July 6,1943 in the St Paul Lutheran 
Church in Sagerton while he was 
on furlough from the 11th Airborne 
Division stationed in N orth Caro­
lina during W W II. About 100 guests 
registered coming from Fredericksburg, 
Tyler, M idland, Houston, Tulsa, OK, 
Lubbock, Abilene, Haskell, Stamford, 
Rule, Sagerton and Old Glory. Music 
was furnished by Dickie Greenwood 
from Abilene and Randy Hise of 
Haskell who played music and songs 
from the 1940s. Congratulations to the 
lovely couple and we wish them many 
more.

W hat a Blessing to be able to cel­
ebrate that many years together.

KCNEWSC0URIER.COM

Phylfis Letz stated that her mother, 
M artha Spitzer, is still in the hospital 
and needs your prayers. Grandchildren 
Eric and Deanne Conner have went 
back home to Crowell after several 
weeks visiting with Granny and Pa.

Daughter, Rita Stephens of Abilene, 
and I drove to Austin on Saturday.
That evening we joined a large group of 
friends and relatives for the beautiful 
wedding for Jacqueline Dozier to M ark 
Zimmerman. The lovely event was 
held outdoors on the Pecan Springs 
Ranch near Austin followed by a deli­
cious dinner and dancing. Jacqueline 
is the daughter o f Dr. Norm and Kim 
Dozier o f Abilene and Shari Dozier of 
Austin. Parents o f the groom are M ark 
and Kandace Zimmerman of Tyler. 
Grandparents of the bride are Pete and 
Sally Gee of the Woodlands and Anita 
Dozier o f O ld Glory and the late J  F 
Dozier. Congratulations to the lovely 
couple.

I attended the baby shower honor­
ing Blair Dozier at the First United 
M ethodist Church in Trent on Sunday 
afternoon. Hostessess for the beautiful 
event were Candace Pair, Peyton G ui- ' 
errez, Shayla Groves, Laramie Gorbett, 
Robert Boyd and W endi Frasier. The 
M other-to-be received many lovely and 
useful items for the little cowgirl when 
she arrives.

Thought for the week: “It takes both 
rain and sunshine to make a rainbow.”

Happy Birthday W ishes go to Doro­
thy Clark, Janis Lowack, Anita Dozier, 
Pat Gholson, Imogene Duncan, Rod­
ney Foreman, M ary Sawyers, Claudett 
Carroll, Stacy Bruns, M ary Simmons, 
Kinsey Thomas, Lacey Letz, Cole 
Wolsch, Arvel M cCoy III, Delia Craft, 
Linda Leferve, Ryland Letz, Robert 
Vahlenkamp, Stacey Jones, Shirley 
Manske, Sarah Rhoads, Peggy E u­
banks, Brant Bowman, Betsy Neinast, 
Chad Hertel, Megan Boyd, Yvonne 
Kiker,J N  Townzen, Karen Shelnutt, 
Mike Mills, Stephanie Diers, Emma 
Reanne Gray, Joe Barrera, Bill Flow­
ers, Johnny Pittcock, Sue Bradford,
Earl Coplen, Paula Patton, and Layne 
Hertel. We wish you many more.

Anniversary greetings go to Joe and 
Angela Bly, Dickie and Melissa Green­
wood and M icah and Sharen Henry.

Anita Dozier is the Oid Giory correspondent 
for the Stonewall Courier.
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July 26th 8c 27th at the 
Knox City Park

Friday:
3:00pm Booths Open - Food Booths, Clothes, 

JewelryHandmade Crafts, Water Slides, and Bounce
Houses.

6:00pm Parade Downtown Knox City (anyone wanting 
to participate in the parade contact the Chamber office

at 658-3442)

Thanks for 
readino!

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
The state's beef industry won't build back up to pre-recession 
and pre-drought levels overnight. Experts with the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service urge cattle producers to set 
goals and prudently manage assets and record books to bet­
ter manage their herds.

Cattle producers 
watching future with 
^guarded optimism^
By Blair Fannin
Special to the News-Courier

W hile there are signs of some ranchers beginning to rebuild 
herds, experts continue to monitor the state’s cattle situation 
closely as drought conditions continue to affect parts o f Texas 
beef production country.

“Some areas are still in pretty bad shape,” said Phil Sadler, 
president o f the Independent Cattlemen’s Association. “Cow 
numbers are down due to liquidations. Having said that, on 
the expense side, with prudent management that will be the 
key to being successful.”

In the meantime, Sadler said, any upward climb in overall 
cow numbers in Texas will not come overnight.

“I t’s going to be a slow process to rebuild herds,” he said. 
“The numbers are not there.”

»“Guarded optimism” was what he said would best describe 
the outlook going forward.

Stan Bevers, Texas A8cM AgriLife Extension Service 
economist in Vernon, said producers need to closely moni­
tor expenses and track performance of each cow. Once a good 
record-keeping system is in place, valuable data can be gener­
ated to aid making decisions about the operation.

“You can’t manage what you don’t measure,” he said. “The 
whole point of being in business is to make profit.”

Bevers said while cattle prices remain strong, input costs 
continue to affect profit margins. He said ranchers without 
any goals identified for their business are setting themselves 
up for potential problems.

“You should make profits, then make choices,” he said.
Bevers said too many cattle producers make purchasing 

choices before making profit.
“W hen I first start working with ranches, I ask individuals if 

they are reaching their goals and effectively managing assets,’ 
he said. “You need to identify what your goals are and where 
you are going.”

Bevers said that starts w ith keeping good records. However, 
he added, producers don’t have to go out and purchase expen­
sive software programs.

“I t ’s doesn’t have to be a $6,000 software program,” he said. 
“It could be something as simple as a spreadsheet or even on 
paper.”
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Your Hometown Bankers

8:00 pm till midnight Dance to Caleb Hodges and The a
County Line Band. | | d

Saturday:
9:00am Booths Open - Food Booths, Clothes, Jewelry,*

i f  ̂ ^ Handmade Crafts, Water Slides, and Bounce Houses 
1:00pm till 5:00pm Pool is open for free swimming

B a n k  ★ Texas
Since 1885

Home ^
• Construction Loans „ * Keal Estate Loans Commercial

South First, Abilene 
(325) 674-1885

Judse Ely, Abilene 
(325) 673-1885

Clyde, TX 
(325) 893-5884

Haskell, TX

Ecpu.! O o a fia fiLKNUER

(940) 864-8555

Mid-Cities-Bedford, TX 
(817) 553-2500

w w w . g o 2 F B  T ,  c o m

Buffalo Gap R(L, Abilene 
(325) 695-1885

Baird, TX 
(325) 854-1295

Mundav, TX 
(940) 422-4522

Stamford, TX
(325)773^2122
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