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PROVIDENCE.
Along our elear horizon
A little clond appears,
Alas' its breast is heaving up
And filled with bitter tears,
Thick clouds are gathering round us,
Close shutting out the day,
Now, whe is fuirhful ¥ none but one
And He, seems far away.

Sorrow’s dark stream is spreading wide
Around our trembling feet,

We cluteh the bank, and pray for help,
No pitying help we meet;

The troudled waves grow higher,

Our faces feel the spray,

Now whe is faithful? none but one
And He, seems far away,

The tlaming furnace waits us,

We smell its heated breath,

And look to the cold vault above

And wonder if "tis death.

We hear the crackling fires,

Fate points our steps that way,
Now, who is faithful ¥ none but one,
And He, scems far away

Ob! faithless heart, whose hand is that,
That parts the storm cloud's crest,

And hangs his radiant peace-flag forth
Upon ite darkened breast,

O’ be not “wanting,” heart of mine,
When turbid waters roll,

Or the finger of the living God,

Will write it, on the soul—

In the furnace, He hath chosen thee,
Though ity smoke around thee lowers,
Within its seven-fold heat, you'll see,
IHow great a Geod is ours JLL&
La Grange, December 5th, 1859
-

EAST TEXAS CONXFERENCE.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTER ON EDUCATION,

The Committee on Education beg leave to
report, That every genuine revival of religion
advanccs the cause of mental improvement,—
It is the mistake of infidel philosophy to make
the cultivation of the intellectual faculties the
chief end of life; it is the error of religious fan-
aticism to neglect aud contemn the weans and
aims of mental education. The one haughtily
rejects the Church, the other ignorantly con-
demns the School. Between these two ex-
tremes may be found various wodified forms of
opposition to the harmony of human improve-
ment, Scriptural cducation recogunizes the ex-
istence of a heart to be warmed by the Spirit of
fire, and of amind to be illuminated by the
True Light which lighteth every man that com-
eth into the world. The testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of propliecy, and, therefore, of pro-
gress, o Him we have redemption, even the
forgiveness of sins; and not less is e the teach-
er in whom are hid all the treasares of wisdom
and knowledge,

Your committee rejoice to see unmistakable
indications that the forms and inspirations of all
improvement are being found in the Bible. Not
only is the spirit of reverence there inculeated,
now universally aditted to be the essential
condition of progres; bat its manner of teach-
ing ~which eannot Le presented here at length,
but which will be suggested to any mind that
duly considers the chronological progress of
Scripture revelation, in reference to the propor-
tion of light to capacity—is bLeing reverently
adopted by many «f the most distingnished
teachers as the one true and perfeet method of
communication.  Saccessive discoveries Ly
learned and pious commentators are tending to
the eouspicunons estallishinent of the truth that
the archetypes of “the true, the beantiful, the
goodd,” are all treasured up in the Seriptures, to
be revealed gradually, as the wants of the edu-
cation o! candidates for glory, honor and im
mortality, may require. Sciences and philoso-
phiies are not conscivus of their own limits and
ends  and, without the guidance of religion,
which sione is conscions of God and his glory
as the highest existence and the supremest aim;
they rou tiot, and change the truth of God into
a lie, and worship the creature more that the
Creator, who is blessed forever,

In view of these considorations, your Com-
mittee regard the earnest and universal demand
for Seriptural education as one of the most
hopeful signs of the times, This is the cause of
the remarkable increase and peculiar success of
religions schools, as compared with secular ed-
ueational institations,  In contemplating the in-
terests of our own religious schools, we see en-
ough to convince us that the early efforts of
Wesley and Asbury and others of the fathers in
this direction, are not to be excepted from that
special providential sanction which alone can
accouui for the mauner, the success, and the
row evident perpetuating power that marked
their labors, As, in their opinon, the briefest
and most suggestive manifestation of the spirit
which has been the eflicient canse of the ad-
vancement of religious education among us,
your committee take plessure in calling atten-
tion to the proceedings of the first and second
Methothodist Conferences, held one hundred
and nineteen years sgo. Inthe first Confer-
ence it was asked: “Can we not have a seminary
for laborerst” The reply was: “If God spare us
till another Conference.” The next Conference
came, and it was asked: “Can we have the sem-
inary yet?” To which it was answered: “Not
till God give us a proper tator.” Here are prin-
ciples to be noted. It is pleasing to observe that

These joyful co-laborers in rearing harvests for
heaven, seem to have realized the fulfilment of
the prophecy—the plonghman shall overtake
the reaper, and the treader of the grapes him
that soweth the seed.

Your Committee believe that the early spirit
of the Church is evident in the efforts now be-
ing made to supply the people of the East Texas
Conference with the means of religious educa-
tion. Asin the early history of Methodism, so
in its first occupancy of this territory, school
questions came up for earnest and prayerful
consideration along with such as related to the
more immediate designs of our itinerant minis-
try. Piouneer itinerants threaded their way
from settlement to distant settlement, increas-
ing their appointments as population filled up
the space between—and thus the Church has
grown with the growth, and strengthened with
the strength, of this portion of the State; and
as the subject of religions education would natu-
rally, under such cireumstances, attain the same
importance here as from similar causes it has
reached elsewhere, it is not strange that our
Church has been and still is appealed to for a
system of tenching which will recognize the im-
portance of Christianity in the school, and wmake
ready a people better prepared for the Lord than
theimfathers have been, contributing thus in one
of the most Seriptural methods to the building
up and extension of the Kingdom of Christ,—
One of the most essential questions in regard to
a religion is, are you willing to educate in it?
This question we propose, by Divine Lelp, to
answer aflirmatively in reference to the Chris-
tian religion, which is the source of all our com-
fort in this life, and of all our hopes for the life
to come, We desire that our children should
know the God in whom we trust, and serve
Him with perfect hearts and willing minds,—
We wish the principles of Scriptural truth to
be supreme in their education; and that we may,
as far as in us lies, commit to them the truth as
it is in Jesns, we propose to educate them in the
subordiuation of all wisdom to the baptism of
religious influence, hoping that thus they may
be led to the use of earthly learning as not abus-
ing it, and finally find themselves in possession
of the portion that never faileth, when the bro-
ken gleams of science fade away Lefore the reve-
lations of eternal light. May the blessing of Di-
vine Wisdom rest upon the Schools which it is
now the pleasant duty of your Committee to re-
port, as co-operators in the great work of

spreading the influence of a sanctified educa-
tion.
FOWLER INSTITUTE.

A Male High School, chartered and located at
Henderson,

The name, the history, and the very re-
verses of tlus institution endear it to the
Conference. Under the energetic management
of Rev. N. W, Burks, Principal, it has Leen re-
suscitated-—considerable fmprovements  have
been made upon the buildings, and a large
number of pupils, about $0 we understand, has
been secured.  Eligible in situation, able and
diligent in the management, and unprecedented-
ly popnlar in the surrounding communities, it is
enjoyiog ina large degree, at present, a de-
served and progressive prosperity, These facts
we derive from the report of the Board of Trus-
tees and other authentic sources, Therefore,

Resoleed, That mueh ercdit is due Bro, Borks
for the ability and diligence of his services as
Principal of Fowler Institate, that we carnestly
recommend  his re-appointent to that impor
tant and useful fickd of labor, and Lis appoint-
ment as Agent for the Tostitution, and that we
pledge ourselves to co-operate with him in both
these departments of service.

STARRVILLE WIGH SCHOOL,

A Female lnstitution Jocated at Starrville,
Smith county.

The Board of Trustees report that the material
for the brick building, recommended by the
Counference at its last session, is being collected,
and that a contract has been made for its spee-
dy erection—that, owing to failing bealth, Rev.
J. T. Kennedy, the late able Principal, has re-
signed, and that his place has been filled with
Rev. Benj. Alexander, late of the Missoori Con-
fetence, whom they represent as possessing
complete qualifieations for the position, The
namber of pupils in attendance was fifty-two
The entire amount of collections by the Agent,
Bro. Starr, is §1865; and the amount paid out
by him for the repairs, painting, &e., of the In-
stitution, and received by him for expenses, is
$1069 41; leaving a balance of §795 59,

Resolved, That we retain fall confidence in
the Starrville High School as au excellent Con-
ference Institution, and rejoice in the evidences
of its prosperity—that we concur in the ap-
pointment of Rev, Joshua Starr as Agent, and
will cheerfully co-operate with him in his good
waork—that the following named persous be ap-
rdnted Trustees for the ensuing year : Travel-
ng preachers—R. 8. Finley, J. W, Fields, John
B. Tullis, Wm. B. Hill. Laymen—Joshua Starr,
J. M. Gill, D, F. Bareroft, R. T. McFarland, Dr.
F. W. Holland, Asa Holt, Wi, B. Ross, Josiah
Ogburn, J. P. Lowery.

PARIS FEMALR INSTITUTE,

tev. J. Grahiam, Prin., is in a prosperous con-
dition. It numbers 120 pupils, Daughters of
Methodist preachers are received free of charge
for tuition. We have no doubt of the ability
or Christian character of its management, It is
at present simply under the patronage of the
Conference, but will, we learn, be transferred
as property to the Conference, at a convenient
time not far distant,

Resolved, That we cheerfully commend Paris
Female Institute to the patronage of our people,
and that we recommend the re-appointment of
Rev. J. Graham as Principal.

SOULE UNIVERSITY,
Located at Chappell Hill. William Halsey,
President.
This noble Institation is located in one of the

a subject which has oeccupied the attention of
80 many succeeding Conferences suggested itself
80 prominently at the first. Nor is it less edi-
fying and delightful to find that the Conference
did not lose its faith in God's providence In
turning from the consideration of the Church
to that of the seminary, nor in God's ealling and
consecration, in passing from the preacher to
the tutor, In this simplicity of holiness the
aims of preaching and teaching are blended into
one. “God fulfils himself in many ways;"” but
in no two which are 1ore akin than in those of
the school room, where the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom, and in those of the
sanctury, where the wholesome proclamation of
the word of truth convinces the hearer tl.at
there is forgiveness with the Lord that he may
be feared. The preacher prepares the way for
the teacher; and he, under God, replenishes the
ranks and extends the inflaence of the ministry,

wealthiest, most prosperous, and most Methodis-
tic communities in the State, It is the chief
object of the benevolent interest of a number of
the wealthiest and most liberal laymen in the
Church, Their design lias been, from the first,
to make it what its name imports, and we are
gratified to be able to state that, considering the
difficulties to be overcome, an almost unprece-
dented progress has been made.

The Trustees report the actual value of the
corporation, including both its real and person
al estate, to be about §65,000, exclusive of all
uncertain and doubtful claims.

They have contracted for a building 56 by 80
feet, three stories high, to be built of dressed
stone. The first story is now very nearly com-
pleted, and the work so far has been executed
with excellent architectural taste, and in a man-
ner entirely satisfactory to the Trustees and the

friends of the institution. The whole building
is to be completed by the 1st of September next,

at a cost of $29,500; the last installment of
which is due and payable upon the completion
of the work., To meet this indebtedness, they
have on hand a building fund of $26,052, falling
due from 1860 to 1865,

There are two professorships endowed at §12,-
000 each; $2,500 in scholarships; making in
the aggregate, the sum of §26,200; the interest
of which, at 10 per cent., together with accru-
ing tuition fees, is sufficient to pay the salaries
of the professors and teachers at present em-
ployed,

There are 112 students in active attendance,
41 of whom are under instruction in the regu-
lar College classes, and T1 in the preparatory
department,

We feel warranted in saying that the internal
policy and government of the University is as
efficient as could be expected, or as is generally
attained in other institutions of a similar grade
and age.

By the action of the Rio Grande and Texas
Conferences, J, D, Giddings, Esq, has been ap-
pointed to draw up and secure an amended
charter for the University, so as to sccure the
same to all the Conferences of the M, E. Chureh
South, which have been, or may hereafter be,
formed within the territory of the State of
Texus, Therefore the Trustees earnestly and
affectionate solieit the co operation of our Con-
ference in this great edueational enterprise,—
Your Committee is convinced that Soule Uni-
versity, by the amended charter, is made the
property, not only in name but in fact, of the
several Conferences, and as such can never be
divested from themn, They are also of opinion
that no no other such basis for a great Metho-
distic institution of learning has yet been laid in
the State of Texas, nor do we think any such
enterprise ean ever be inaugurated under auspi-
ces so favorable as those which Sonle Universi-
ty now enjoys. And while it is the duty of a
Chiureh, so widely extended as ours, to adapt
its educational policy to local demands, it is not
less our duty to look to the establishment of an
institution of the highest cliaracter, so that none
need go beyond the limits of our own State for
University honors and advantages; and whercas,
God has put it juto the hoartg of Methodists to
sceure for Methodista the lm-r‘bm fouuding such
an institution,

Resolved, That the East Texas Counference
re-iterate its former approval of this design, and
of what has been done to carry it out by the
fricnds of Soule University, ul.j agree heartily
to co-operate with the Texas and Rio Grande

Conferences in the further prosecution of that
work,

Resoleed, That we invite Rev, F, C, Wilkes,
the Agent of the Univergity, iuto our territory,
and that we will aid Lim iu securing donations
for the endowment,

MKENZIE INSTITUTE,
Male aud Female, Clarksville, Texas,
P. McKenzie, Principal,
This is by far the most prosperous Sehool in
Texas, It usually has from 250 to 500 pupils,
Its Principal is, in our opinion, the most widely

JW,

known and universally approved instroctor in
the State, The best commendation we could
bestow upon McKenzie Institute, would be more
than anticipated by a wide spresd and long-es-
tablished public sentiment,

Among the papers referred to us, is a deed
transterring the bulldings and gronnds of the
¢ Ewt Texas Conference, for Col-

The causes of this transfer is the

Tnstitute to 1)
lege purpascs,
love which the donor bears to the M. E. Church,
South, sud the interest Le feels in religions «d-
ucation under ber patronage, The past life and
labors of the donor were amply sufficient evi-
dences of this love and interest, and for these
this Conference, especially, has long owed him
& large and increasing debt of gratitude; which
is now enlarged by the set of Christian liber-
ality just noted. It has been comparatively
easy for your Committee to deal with its busi-
ness up to this point, but here it feels iteelf em-
barrassed by the inadequacy of the language at
its command to convey a proper conception of
the feelings awakened by the history, manner
and importance of this bequest. Words, how-
ever, imperfect as they may be, must be em
ployed—therefore,

Resolved, That the East Texas Conference
receive with such an expression of thanks as
may deem appropriate, the teader of McKenzie
Institute, made by its honored principal.

Resolved, That the Conference pledge it<elf to
comply with the conditions of the bequest,

Resolved, That we respectfully request the
appoinment of Rev. J. W, P, McKenzie as Privei-
pal of McKenzie Institute, and that tie Confer-
ence elect the following named gentlemen as
Trastees:

J. W, Fields, J. E. Carnes, Jas, Graham, C.
A. Frazer, W. P. Hill, B. Il. Epperson, J. W.
Simms, G. W, Wright, Samuel Roberts, J. 11,
Crooks, D. O. Fontsine, Allen Martin, G. W,
Stokes.

PALESTINE FEMALE WIGH SCHOOL.

A Commfttee of the Masonic Fraternity of
Palestine waited upon your Committee and
proffered the n<e of the building and premises
hitherto known as Franklin College, in the town
of Palestine, to the M. E. Chureh, South, for
school purposes, under the patronage of the
East Texas Conference. The location is impor-
tant, the building is large and well adapted, the
grounds ample and pleasant—the proffer is made
respectfully and in good faith, under the reason-
able conviction that the responsibilities of our
Church in the cause of Christion edacation and
her facilities for promoting it are the best means
of co-operation in building up and eustaining a
large and useful institution at the point named,

Resolved, That the East Texas Conference
resfectfully receive the proposition above de-
scribed, appoint the following named gentlemen
Trustees:

Alexander E. M. Clare, E. J. Iglehart, F. S,
Jackson, George R. Howard, John G. Gooeh,
T. N. Rhodes, N, D. Yelverton; and empower
them to select a President and Board of Instruc-
tors,

PALESTINE FEMALE INSTITUTE,

It has been represented to the Committee that
this school wounld probably be placed under the
patronage of the Conference. Should those
having authority in the premises make the offer,
we recommend that the Trustees of the Male
School (above named) be appointed a Commit-
tee to receive the School and to act as its Trus-

:;; until the meeting of the next session of this
Y.

ANDREW FEMALE OOLLEGE.

A paper from the Trustees of Andrew Female
College, at Huntsville, asking a friendly notice
from us on the grounds of its proximity to the
territory of the East Texas Conference, its de-
nominational agreement—being one of the
Schools of the Texas Conference—and its high

character as a literary institution—has been res-
pectfully considered. We take pleasure in say-
ing that we have undoubted evidences of its
merit, and hereby tender it our willing, atfec-
tionate, and cordial commendation,

Resolved, That we recommend the appoint-
ment of Visiting Committees, composed of meimn-
bers of this body, to attend the examination of
all the Institutions under its patronage.

R. 8. FINLEY, Chairman.
— . — e
TREASURER'S REPORT
OF THE RIO GRANDE CONFERENCE MISSIONARY
SOCIETY,
Sax Anrtonio DisTriCT,

Amouunt Paid Amount Paid

Missionaries. Treasurer.
San Antonio Mission, £500 00 $23 00
Medina Mission, 100 00 16 55
Uvalde Mission, 145 00 9 00
Cibolo Cireuit, 8 25
Kerrvil'e Circuit, 26 10
Mason Mission, 117 50 4 00

Pleasanton Cireuit, 535
#1162 50— $91 55

Goviap Disrricr,

Goliad Cireuit, 26 90
Corpus Christi Mission, 125 00 20 45
Refugio Mission, 108 24 10 28
Clinton Mission, 202 45 16 00
Helena Mission, 338 00 18 00
Oukville Mission, 56 06 11 00
Sandies Mission, 2UN 32 16 W0
e §1113 07— $118 60
BrowWNsVILLE Districr,
Brownsville Mission, 90 00-—90 00
New Bravsrens Disrrier,

New Braunfels German Cireuit, 52 5
Fredericksburg German Mission, 183 25 16 w0
Llano German Cireut, 100 00

Sun Antonio German Mission 750

New Fountain German Mission, 118 45

Yorktown German Mission, 20 80 13 00

e 336 00— 211 50
‘J?tl} 17 #4121 65

ANNIVENSARY COLLECTION,
Rev I G John and ) Boring, to make Rev R P
Thompson Life Member,
Rev 11 Cox and Rev R P Thompson, to make Dr J

#2000

Boring L M 20 00
Dr J Boring & 8 E Collins, to make B'p Plerce L M 20 0
Capt B Peek, to make Rev AF Cox LM 20 00
Rev H L Thowmpson #10,J P Borden $5, & M Can-

field 83, 1o make Rev RM Be'vin L M 2000
Dr J Cross, to make Paine Female institute L M 2000
CW Campbell, & Judge Tippin, 10 make Rev J W

Kenny LM 20 00
Mr Ethridge & Dr Southerland, to make Dr. J Cross

Life Member 20 00
Rov DW Fly & M I Camphell, to make Rev Jesse

Hoard L M 200
Rev Messes 1G John, J W DeVilbiss, O B Adams & 11

G Horton, to make Eliza Billups L M 20 00
Lowsa Collins and Dr J Grady, to make Rev J W De-

Vilhiss LN 20 0
Elght young men, to make Miss M wy EWord LM 20 0
S E Collins #10, Wi Menefoe 5, and Agues Hill 83,

tomake Rev I I Cox L M 20 0
Rev R U Belvin, to make Rev J L Harper LM 20 0
Rev 1 G John, Rev J W Coaly, Rev Tho Myers & Mr

Wod, tomake Rev J K Harper L M 20 O
Dr J Boring, Sarahk Myers, Mary Cooly & 8 E Collins,

o make | G John L M 20 00
Rev 1 G John, Rev J 8 Giller, Mr Aver & Cha's Kibby,

Tomake Rev ) W Conly L M 20 0
Judge Young, tomake E Y Senl L M 20w

Rev 1 G John, to make up deficit 300

Hat Colle tions Ny
Anuual Memberships of ¢ onference Society LV
One Life Membersuip of ¢ onference So bty ww
il

Amount received from San Antonio, Goliad, Browns.

Ville, and New Braunf Is Districts L
Amount returned by R 11 Belvin 130w

Total am't rec'd by Treasurer 1628 $lon2

Add am’t rec’d by Missionaries g nw

Toral am'tree’din R. G, M. Cone
ference for Missionary Purposcs 93763 02
PISBUREMENT © Asm

Credited on L W, Cox's Grst dran L 2R

Creditedon * scconddraft 10 W

Croditedon R HL Belvin's first draft 300 0

Lifted J. W, DeVilbins' first draft 202 0

Creditvd on “ second draft 2250102 8

3. W, DeVILBISS, Treasurer,
Goviap, Texas, Nov. 14, 1850,
-

COURSE OF STUDY FOR CANDIDATES IN
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES.

Fiust Yean.—The Bible: Historical and Bio-
graplicsl parts, with reference to Watson's Bib-
lical and Theological Dictiouary enlarged, with
New Biblical Atlas, and Preachers’ Text Book.

Wesley's Sermons, Vol. 1.; Discipline, Hymn-
Book ; Clark™s Preachers’ Manual; Watson's In-
stitutes, Part 1IL; Theological Compend ; En-
glish Grammar; Composition,

Spcoxn Yean.—The Bible: as to the lnstita.
tions of Christianity, with reference to Watson's
Dictionary, as above,

Wesley's SBermons, Vol, 11; Discipline, with
reference to Henkle's Analysis; Hymo-Book ;
Smith's Elements of Divinity ; Watson's Insti
tutes, P'art IV Watson's life of Wesley and
Olservations on Southey ; Essay or Sermon,
with reference to Quackenbos's Advanced
Course of Composition and Rhetorie.

Tuwmn Yean—The Bible, as to Doctrines,
with reference to Watson's Dictionary, as above.

Wesley's Sermons, Volume H1L; Discipline ;
Hymo-Book: Watson's Institutes, Part 11
Whateley's Rhetoric; Eeay or Sermon with
reference to Vinet's Pastoral Theology.

Formmn Yean.—<The Bible, generally, with
reference to Watson's Dictionary, as above,

Wesley's Sermons, \'--lnlncr{\'.; Discipline :
Hymn Book : Rivers' Elements of Moral Philos-
ophy ; Watson's Tostitates, Part 1; Powell on
Succession ; Ruter's Church History ; Whately's
Logie ; Essay or Sermon,

- .-

THE ABOLI TIONIST MARTYR.

The new addition to the list of abolitionist
saints is thus sketched by the St. Louis Chris-
tian Advoecate:

John Brown has Leen proven to be one of the
worst men of this or any other age—a man
who seemed to have delighted in cold blooded,
unprovoked murders, thefts and robberies,—
With our own eyes, we saw junocent men, aod
helpless women and children, who had commit-
ted no offense against the peace of the country,
nor provoked or offended Brown any more than
they had offended ns, whom they lLad never
seen before, flying from Kansas, after having
been stripped, by him and his party, of all their
personal property, even down to the shoes off
the children’s feet, He is well known to have
been the aggressor in Kansas, and the instigator
of, perhaps, more bloody deeds than any one
other man, Yet, with all that, and with all the
fiendish malice with which he concocted and
attempted to carry oat his blood-thirsty designs
against Virginia, and other places, men, pro-
fessing to be ministers of the pure, able
gospel of Christ, herald it to the world that he
dies a martyr!!

Well may we exclaim, in the language of the
Psalmist, * Lord, what is man!”

The Advocate says that the martyr “ was di-
rectly concerned in the cold-blooded murder of
nearly half a score of men in Kansas, and, in
four or five cases, before any one there had in-
Jjured him or his sons—Dbefore *“a hair of their
heads had been touched.”

To these cold-blooded murders, he added a
great nurnber of thefts and robberies, and, when
that diabolical work was ended, planned, and

attempted to carry out, his fiendish plot at Har-

per's Ferry.
O ——

Tur Scorcn Tmstie.—When the Danes

oV B Lt o
one of t upon a large
=lnb, which caused him pt:nutm “

DEATH OF WASHINGTON IRVING.
b i

At length the genial old man of Sunnysid:
dead! The news has excited less surprise th
regret, for seven years ago he reached 1
“three score and ten,” and for several months
past had been afllicted with an asthmatic coin-
plaint which threatened shortly to bring himn
to the grave, The event, whicf; was sudden at
last, fell more unexpectedly on the members of
his own household than on the public

It oceurred on Monday evening 28th ult, He
had not been confined to his bed during the
day, and in the cvening had been sitting with
his neplhews wud nieces at the tea-table—at
which lis counversation had been more lively
and cheerful than usual. About ten o'clock
on preparing to retive, he complained of lan-
guidness, and of a recurrence of the old pain in
Lis side, which at intervals, had given hLim
trouble for months past, He expressed to his
niece a fear that he might not sleep well, lle
placed some books near his bed-side (as on pre-
vious oceasions during his indisposition) that iu
the night he might light his lamp, to while
away, over their pages, some of his wakeful and
restless hours,  He was then observed sudden-
1y to raise his hand and press it upon his breast,
and the moment afterward he fell to the floor,
The relatives and friends in the house gathered
instantly about him,  Various restoratives were
applied to awaken him to consciousness, but in
vain. A physician, who had been seut for at
the first moment of alarm, came guickly to the
bed-side, but came too late, The life had gone
out of the body, and no mortal power could
win it back!

Thus, in the fullness of his years and of his
honors, after a life of labor that had brought
a rich reward to himself and a richer profit to
the world, he finished his life after having fin-
ished his works, and his name now passes into
Awerican history as the father of American
literature!

Who now will write his biography t Boswell,
in beginning Lis memoirs of Dr. Johnson, con-
fessed in bis first lines the difficulty of writing
“the life of him who exeelled all mankind in
writing the lives of others,” DBut it will be a
still more diffienlt and delicate task to write the
life of him who, in this species of writing, ex-
celled Loth Boswell and Jolnson, If the biog-
rapby of Irving could be written as well as he
himself has written the biography of Goldsmith,
it would be a book more fascinating than his
own Tales of the Alhambra,

After a man has lived to aripe old age, there
have been many eveputs even in an uneventful
career. The leading incidents in the life of our
great author were the researches, travels,
studies, and various labors conneeted with the
writing and publication of his numerons works,
With these charming volumes most of the
readers of this journal are too familiar to need a
catalogue of their titles, or a late word spoken
in their praise. For case and grace of style,
and for a genial humor that exhales almost like
an actual fragrance from every page, they have
long since divided equal honors with the essays
of The Spectator. The name of Irving may
stand side by side with the name of Addison,

A single word may be added to this notice,
which has not yet been said in any of the more
extended sketches of the dally press. It is not
generally known with what fidelity, daring the
whole period ot his life, Mr. Irving followed his
natural and particularly his intellectual instinets
—never permitting himself to engage in any
work, even in the times of his most necessitious
poverty, to which he did not feel to be drawn
by the strong leadings of Lis own taste, Thus
vrn Iwith genins for literstare, he refused,
atter he had been edueated for the law, to enter
ipon its practice.  When, still a young man
aud travelling in Itsly, he met Allton, the ar-
ti«t, who strenvously advised him tothe pursuit
of art—=he obeyed his own nature rather than
his friend’s advice. When for a time he attached
himself to the mercantile Lusiness of Lis broth-
ers, he stipulated that the detials of business
should never be allowed to encroach upon his
literary pursuits, When, after mercantile re-
verses, he weat to Scotland, and received from
his generons friend Walter Seott the offer of the
editorial chair of & new political magazine—he
had the courage, although he was< then almost
a beggar for his daily bread, to decline a pro-
posal to which his natare could give no con-
genial response,  Morover, when engaged even
in Lis favorite literary studies and labors, he
never allowed his mind to work beyond the
period of its true inspired and glowing moods,
Ile never forced or hurried his thinking or writ-
ing. e kept his pen busy only while the mind
was fresh. Every page of his volames, from
the early papers of Salmagundi to the final
chapters of the Life of Washington, will bear
wituess to this unvarying and eonscientions fi-
delity of his own mind to its best moods, s
not this the seeret of the perpetual and unbroken
charm of his style?

The writer of these lines can never forget a
late visit to Sunnyside, of which a record
already has been made in these columns, On
that afternoon, it was little anticipated, either
by host or guest, that so lively an interview was
to e followed in & few short days by the sad
event of death. To the writer, that oceasion
waus made more delightful by the generous wel-
come with which an old man kindly received a
stranger, and by the unexpected sympathy, vi-
vacity, and ardor with which he volantarily
began and continned a conversation which
lengthened to Lalf an hour a visit that had been
designed, on the part of the visitor, for scarcely
more than a few horried moments, How vivid
a picture of that scene now rises to the mind!
It is Geoffry Crayon sitting in Lis arm-chair, in
an interval of reliet from the more acute tronbles
of his illlness, his mind excited into what
seemed to be one of his most inspired and hap-
py moods—moving his hands and arms with
gesture, and leaning forward in the animation
of discourse—speaking, with an easy and rapid
tlow of utterance, on various literary topics, but
chiefly on the operations of his own mind during
the heat and glow of literary composition. In
all Le said, there was such point and vigor,
such liveliness of expression, such intellectual
richness, that it recalled, and well-nigh outri-
valed, the best recorded table-talk of Coleridge
or Charles Lamb,

That brief interview was concluded at the
door-step.  As the venerable man stood on the
threshold, with his gray shawl wrapped about
his shoulders, the wim{ slightly some of
the brown leaves that lay seattered on the
ground, He looked at them a moment, and
when a chance word was spoken of Aatumn as
having already stripped trees, he replied
with a smile, “It is Aatamn with me too!”—
The end was nearer than he thought. May the
brown leaves fall lightly now upon his grave.—
Independent. Turovore Tiuron,

e

Orp Mr. Russell was fairly caught in his own
trap. [le was better known as Major Ben Rus-
sell, and being met by his old friend Busby, he
was familiarly salated with a hearty shake of

the hand. “How do you do, old Ben Russell "
“ QCome, now,” said Ben, “I'll not take
that from you—not & bit of it. You are as old

as | am this minute.” “Upon my word,” says
Mr, Busby, “youn are my senior by at least ten
years.” “Not at all, friend Busby, and, if youn
please, we vwill determine that guestion very
soon. Juet tell me what is the first thing you
recollect.” “Well, the first thing I recollect,”
said Mr, Bushy, “wae hearing people say, ‘There
goes old Ben Russeli!"™
— s

Sonc ministers, as they advance in life, great-
ly impair their usefulness by long sermons; by
minute subdivisions; by long J;.rq-o; by
erowding too many topies into same dis-
course; by stic' liiz too strenuously for old
things, in opposition to new things which may
be better; by too much overlooking the o'm
to whose good their chief efforts zuld be
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While I was av
about a remarkable
boy, heard that he a.
noyed by, when they
gave this account of it:

Ilis family, at the time, «
wife, and four children. O
family being together, their .
tracted by a noise, which very m.
the faint groans of a person in pain,
tinet, and repeated at intervals of a fe
It seemed to be ungder the sill of the
und between the clapboards and the ceil.
They paid very little attention to it, and .
short time it ceased. Dut, afterwards, it re
turned in the same way—sometimes every night,
and sometimes not so frequently, and always in
the same place, and of the same character, It
continued for some months. He said it excited
their curiosity and annoyed them, but they were
not alarmed by it.

Daring its continuance they had the siding
and casing removed from the place where it ap-
peared to be, but found nothing to account for
it; and the sound continued the same. He con-
sulted his friends, especially some of Lis minis-
terial brethren, about it, I think he said it was
never heard by any except himself and his
family ; but it was heard by them when
he was absent from home. Mrs, Leland said
that often, when she was alone with the
children, and while they were playing about
the room, and nothing being mllf. it would
come, and they would leave their play and
gather about her person. They had a place fifty
or sixty rods from the house by the side of a
brook, where the family did their washing. One
day, while she was at that place, it met her
there precisely as it had in the house,

After the noise had been heard at brief inter-
vals for, T think, six or eight months, they re-
moved their lodgings to quite an opposite and
distant part of the old loeality, Oune night, af-
ter they had retired, they observed by the sound
that it had left the spot from which it had pre-
viously procecded, and seemed to be advancing,
in a direct line, towards their bed, and wus be-
coming constantly louder and more distinet,

At each interval it advanced towards them,
and gathered strength and fulness, until it en-
tered the room where they were, and approach-
el the bed, and came along on the front side of
the bed, when the groan eame deep and appal.
ling, *Then,” said he, * for the first time since
it began, 1 felt the emotion of fear; | turned
upon my face, and if | ever prayed in my life,
I prayed then, | asked the Lord to deliver me
and wy family from that annoyance, and that,
il it were a message from heaven, it might be
explained to us, and depart ; that if it were an
evil spirit, permitted to disturb and disquiet me
and wy family, it might be rebuked and sent
away ; or if there was anything for we to do, to
make it depart, | might be instructed what it
was, 50 that | could do it,”

This exercise restored his tranqgnility of mind,
and be resumed his usual position in the bed.
Then, he said, it uttered a groan too lond and
startling to be imitated by the human voice.~
The next groan was not <o loud, and it receded
A step or two from the front of the bLed, near
his face, It continued to recede in the direction
from which it came, and grew less and less, un<
til it reachied its old station, when it died away
to the faintest sound, and entirely and forever
ceascd,

No explanation was ever found. *I have
given you," said he, “a simple and true Listory
of the fucts, and you can furm your own opinion,
I give none.” His wife contirmed all he said.
I think I can say that | knew a less given
to the marvelous than Elder lx!:d.

-

Hesax Horks,—On the tenth day of Decem-
ber, 1709, “full of health and vigor, Washington
looked forward to bis long-cherished hope—the
enjoyment of a serene old age at Mount Vernou,
the home of his heart,”  On that day he com-
pleted a manuscript book of thirty pages, detail
ing a complete system for the management of his
estate for many succeeding years, specify ing the
cultivation of the several farms, with tables de-
signating the rotition of crops,  This manuseript
was accompanied by a letter to his manager; this
was on Wednesday; on the Saturday following,
Washington was dead,

Multitudes are there whose existence is one
continued struggle for the means which will en-
sble them to retire to the country and live at
their ease for the remainder of life,

How few of all that company succeed, need not
be expressed here; and of that small namber
more than half have their hearts so eaten out by
the conflicts of life, that no Juscionsness is left,
no zest for the pure and quiet joys of the coun-
try —nothiog left but the dry, hard greed of gold,
and bitter reflections as to the decp depravity of
their fellow men; no sunshioe lights up their
conntenances; no kindly words escape their lips;
no gencrous acts mark out their daily lives all
hamanity hias died out in them; they have only
one joy, and it a semblance—~the joy of clutehing
and hoarding money.  Against a life <o terrible
as this there is a protection—there is a happy
deliverance; it consists in wisely enjoying what
we may of the present, instead of setting apart
a futare for it, which we may never see.— Fire.
side Monthly.
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Gross Disnoxesty or e Ligror Trarric.
—Mr. Adolpho Wolfe, the celebrated dealer in
Schiedam Schnaps, has recently issued a pam-
phlet furnishing the results of his own experi-
ence and observation, proving the ecriminal
practice of the liquor trade in the general adul-
teration of ligunors, and the extensive concoction
of spurious articles. lle states that while the
returns of the New York custom-house show an
importation of 20,000 half easks of bravdy, 35,
000 quarters, and 23,000 eights, twenty or
thirty times that number are sold to retailers
and country dealers as geunine French brandy.
Three fourths of all foreign brandies and gin are
imported for the express purpose of adulteration,
The custom-house books show that one man
who has sold thousands of gallons of a certain
kind of foreign liquor, has not imported more
than five pipes in five years, He gives a list of
the vegetable and mineral poisons and acids
that are employed in this work, He also states
that the greater portion of the foreign brandies
that are imported are whiskey sent from this
country to be returned with a French brand as
genuine French liquor,

-l PP—

Morsox Ovrraces.—The bigh-handed crimes
said to be committed by thjs deluded people in
the na:;w of ;eli - :’n‘ n:lv:t revolting. o‘;n
respondent of a Philadelp paper states that
by the advice and consent of the heads of the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>