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Vo-ed review. . .

Evaluation team 
due on campus 

for 3-day visit
By Candace Meares 

Texan Staffer
The WTC campus will be vis­

ited beginning Wednesday, Sept. 
22, by a review team from the 
Texas Higher Education Coordi­
nating Board (THECB).

As an entity, THECB reviews 
on a continuing basis the voca­
tional instruction and student 
services areas affecting these 
students in Texas community 
colleges.

Traditionally, a six-member 
team visits each of Texas’ com­
munity and technical colleges 
every five years as part of a regu­
larly scheduled review.

While here, team members 
will be reviewing such local vo­
cational programs as computer­
ized business technology, crimi­

nal justice, golf and landscape 
technology, vocational nursing 
and welding.

In addition, the group will 
study programs which affect 
these areas to include the ad­
ministration of federal programs 
which aid vocational students 
such as the Carl Perkins grant 
and federal Pell grants.

Campus publications, Such as 
the college catalog, and the fiscal 
budgets related to vocational in­
struction will be reviewed also.

Planning for the THECB visit 
on the WTC campus has been 
carried out mainly by WTC Vice 
President Bettie McQueen and 
two WTC Deans, John Gibson, 
Dean of Vocational Instruction, 
and George Cormack, Dean of 

SeeTEAM, page 5

Campus systems 
called Y2K ready

By Josh Burney 
Texan Staffer

College officials say WTC is 
almost fully prepared for the 
problems possibly arising from 
the Millennium date glitch, also 
known as the “Y2K bug.”

Computer programmer/ana- 
lyst Sam Lujan, along with WTC 
comptroller Charles Meek, have 
coordinated the Y2K system up­
date.

“The mainframe is ready,” 
Lujan said last week.

To students this means they 
don’t have to worry about losing 
transcript information or course 
credit records maintained by the 
college.

Accounting and billing infor­
mation is also safe, Lujan said.

The Y2K bug is a computer 
glitch which pertains mainly to 
computer systems built in the 
1960’s and'l970’s.

To contend with high memory 
costs, programmers commonly 
used a six digit field to describe 
the date so as to reduce data 
storage requirements.

If these systems are used af­
ter New Years’ Eve 1999, the 
date Jan. 1, 2000 will be trans­
lated to a six digit field as “01-01- 
00”, which the computer recog­
nizes as the year 1900, setting 
the stage for a number of poten­
tially large miscalculations.

Lujan and Meek began pre­
paring for the Y2K system over­
haul back in 1997.

Although the work isn’t nec­
essarily difficult, Lujan said that 

See Y2K, page 5
New Fine Arts instructor Shane Christensen with his work Photo by Ben Brown)

Instructor's artistic interests began early
By Sarah Martin 

Texan Staffer
WTC’s new ceramics instruc­

tor says he has been interested 
in art “since elementary,” but 
didn’t take his first ceramics class 
until high school.

Shane Christensen, 30, has 
moved to Snyder from Pennsyl­
vania with his wife, Lisa.

She is working part-time for 
the college also, teaching aqua- 
aerobic classes and serving as 
the new supervisor of the WTC 
pool facility.

Christensen remembers, “I 
took my first class in ceramics in 
high school because my sistqr 
took it and said she liked it.”

He attended high school at

Westwood High School in Mesa, 
Ariz. until his junior year. After 
finishing high school in Utah, he 
went on a two-year mission to 
Korea with his church.

He attended Dixie College for 
two years before going to South­
ern Utah University, where he 
met his wife. After graduating 
in 1997, he moved to Pennsylva­

nia to complete his graduate 
studies at Edinboro University. 
He finished in August.

Although he taught some dur­
ing his graduate studies, this is 
his “first real job.” When asked 
what made him choose WTC, he 
laughed, “They offered me a job.”

He explained he had offers
See INSTRUCTOR, page 5

SGA gains new advisor, 
new office, new officers

By Shana Parkerson 
Texan Staffer

WTC’s Student Government 
Association (SGA) is starting a 
new year with a new advisor, a 
new office, as well as new officers 
and members.

The new advisor, Debbie 
Duddleston, accepted the posi­
tion as Director of Student Ac­
tivities along with her current 
position of Director of College 
Relations on Aug. 20.

Duddleston’s new responsi­
bilities includes student activi­
ties, cheer leading sponsor, SGA 
advisor, college programming 
and entertainment and recruit­
ing new students to the college.

“I don’t want any student to 
say there is nothing to do on 
campus because all the opportu­
nities will be available.

“I plan to keep the activities 
on the rise and possibly improve 
things,” explained Duddleston.

Duddleston’s position of Di­
rector of College Relations in­
cludes coordinating college ad­
vertising and public information 
releases for the college.

She also conducts on-campus 
recruiting visits.

“As the Director of College 
Relations I would like to see more 
high school visits to the campus 
because I feel that if we can get 
them here we can sell them the 
campus.”

Duddleston shares an office 
with Gayla Leary, her assistant, 
who is over intermediate sports, 
and Kassie Upton, the college’s 
traveling recruiter.

The 1999 SGA slate of officers 
See SGA, page 5

New SGA officers
The 1999 SGA slate o f officers includes, from 
left, E lizabeth  C ovey, h istorian ; Jason  
McGrath, secretary; Amanda Wells, vice- 
president; Kara Wood, president; Chris Holt,

treasurer; and Shana Parkerson, parliamen­
tarian. The new group was officially sworn in 
last week. (Texan Photo by Ben Brown)

Carpet 
project 
near end
LRC 2nd floor 
gains m akeover

By Lisa Moore
Texan Staffer

The new carpeting project in 
the WTC Learning Resource 
Center (LRC) is expected to be 
completed within the next two 
weeks, college officials say.

Work on recovering the sec­
ond floor of the LRC—a project 
involving some 1,300 square ft.— 
began July 19 and was originally 
expected to be completed around 
the opening of school.

Work delays have, held up the 
project, however, including a 
longer than expected wait for the 
original carpet to be delivered.

Some of the carpet also had to 
be removed after it was initially 
installed.

This carpet was deemed de­
fective—it had a wavy or uneven 
surface—and it was ultimately 
ripped up and new carpet or­
dered.

Cost of the project is set at 
some $14,700.

From 10 to 12 workers have 
been involved with the effort.

Cindy Fritz, campus techni­
cian, has been working with the 
contractors during the project.

“Hopefully, in about a week 
we will be able to move the books 
back on to the shelves,” she said 
last week.

Since work began, the library 
shelves, or “stacks,” have been 
temporairily stored on the out­
door patio areas around the sec­
ond floor of the LRC.

The books themselves have 
been stored in adjacent class­
rooms and in other storage areas 
at the facility.

“Once the stacks are back in 
place it will still take about five 
to six days to get the books in 
place,” Mrs. Fritz said.

Work to replace the stacks 
had begun last Friday

She helped with the removal 
and relocation of the books this 
past summer.

The books were stored “in the 
same order they were on the 
shelves,” she said.

The disruption on the second 
floor caused the relocation of sev­
eral WTC classes, including all 

See CARPET, page 5

ENGL 1302 
is official 1st 
Internet class

By Reid Johnson 
Texan Staffer

“Class, open your textbooks 
to page 98,” now sounds like, 
“Class, get on-line and read 
today’s assignment.”

The first-ever Internet-based 
course offered to students at WTC 
is Janet Halbert’s 1302 English 
class.

Students get on-line during 
their free time and complete the 
day’s assignments through e- 
mail, bulletin boards and a 
chatroom.

The 22 students enrolled in 
the class found out about the 
Internet linkup at their first class 
meeting.

“The first day when I told them
See INTERNET, page 5
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by Chris Halbert

B182,7Dust 
albums give 
great sounds

Right off the bat I want to let you know what to 
expect from my column this semester. If you’re 
looking for some reviews of Ricky Martin, Britney 
Spears, The Backstreet Boys, or another teen 
sensation, pop act, or one-hit wonder, look else­
where. This is the place to find out about the 
latest and greatest metal, punk, industrial, alter­
native, and underground bands. I’m also going to 
try to throw in a couple of country albums as well.

There were a lot of great releases over the 
summer, and there are plenty more hot acts slated 
to release albums in the fall. With this in mind, I 
plan to review two albums per issue: one summer 
release and one new release. I’m also going to try 
to stay on top of the dates for the release of 
albums. Nine Inch Nails will release their (its) 
first studio album in five years tomorrow (Sep­
tember 21). This is a double CD and is entitled 
The Fragile. Garth Brooks performing as Chris 
Gaines will release The Greatest Hits of Chris 
Gaines on September 28. Other groups planning 
fall releases include Pantera, Korn, Rage Against 
the Machine, Creed, Foo Fighters, Smashing 
Pumpkins, 311, Marilyn Manson (a live album), 
and hopefully Tool, although we might have to 
wait for 2000 before we see that one.

Blink 182 - "Enema of the State" - Blink 182 is 
a pop-punk trio that has just recently become a 
major player in the punk scene. They burst onto 
the scene in 1997 with a major-label debut, Dude
Ranch and a couple of big time radio hits, “Dammit” and “Josie.” Then we fast forward past the year- Sevendust - "Home" - The sophomore curse is a strange concept that plagues most bands. This 
and-a-half or so or touring, and get to the beginning of this past summer. The boys of Blink started off concept is basically the idea that when a debut album is very successful, the second (sophomore) album 
the summer with a bang, recruiting a new drummer and releasing Enema of the State to almost instant tends not to be as popular. Since the release of the debut disc from Sevendust (the album is self-titled), 
rave reviews, and then touring all summer in support of that album on the Warped Tour, the summer this band has done nothing but explode. The rap/metal revolution has thrown Sevendust into the 
festival a la punk rock. In addition to the rave reviews of the entire album, radio stations, along with spotlight as the “carriers of the torch;” the ones to take heavy music into the next generation. Sevendust 
MTV, picked up the first single, “What’s My Age Again?” and began playing it at a very high rate. Yes, was certified double-platinum, the band served a headlining stint on the Ozzfest Tour, they played 
the past couple of years has definitely been a blur to this pop-punk group. numerous other shows by themselves and even earned a slot on this past summer’s Warped Tour (like

I emphasize the phrase pop-punk. This is not attitude-laden, middle fingers up, green mohawk the above Blink 182) in preparation for the release of Home. The question then was whether the 
punk rock that earned the genre the “anarchy” affiliation. Enema of the State is a collection of satirical, sophomore curse would quarantine Sevendust.
Generation X love songs set to some of the catchiest music I’ve heard in a long while. . , One quick spin of Home and the answer is re jqundingly clear. Sevendust trampled all over the

The performances by all three members of Blink on this album are some of the tightest, most sophomore curse and released one of the most thoroughly entertaining albums of the year. I waited for 
solid soundM%& encountered. It’s amazing how the addition o f just one^member, in this ease the this album all summer, and I can honestly say it was absolutely worth it. Home is not only one of the 
drummer can dramatically affect the overall sound of a band. Dude Ranch is definitely a good album, heaviest albums that’s come around in a while, but also one of the most satisfying. In fact, I think anyone 
but it’s not good all the way through. It seems to just have some diamonds in the rough. Enema is a would be hard pressed to find fault in this disc at all.
total listening experience from start to finish. From the get go of this CD, Sevendust cuts right to the chase. The opening track, “Home,” is

Of course I’ve mentioned “What’s My Age Again?” as the first single, but it’s also one of the best a drudgingly slow rocker that gives the effect of having some two ton heavy thing set right on your head, 
cuts on the CD. The album starts off with an adrenaline rush cut, “Dumpweed,” with its rabid Sevendust goes on to rip through twelve other extremely heavy, catchy, and all around good songs before 
drumbeats and equally as intoxicating guitar riffs. Other surefire keepers include “Don’t Leave Me, the experience of Home is over. The best of these gems are “Rumble Fish” (thanks S.E. Hinton!),

“Crumbled,” “Headtrip,” and the first single released to radio, “Denial.” This album also features an 
absolutely mind-blowing performance from female singer Skin from Skunk Anansie. Finally, the 
production work is A+ on this album. My compliments to Toby Wright, whose credits also include Korn’s 
Follow the Leader, and with the success Home is destined to experience, his name should be showing 
up a lot more frequently.

It seems that these days, a lot of bands blow up at the beginning of their careers and then fizzle 
out within a year or two. The really good bands are the ones that get better over time and build up a 
bigger and bigger fan base with each subsequent album and tour. These are the bands that really make 
waves and are then referred to someday as “classics.” Remember the name Sevendust; it’s definitely 
here to stay.

GILBERT® by S c o t t  A d a m s
CATGEPJ: EVIL M.R. DIRECTOR

ARE VOU ABLE TO 
( a) 0 R K  OOHILE 6EING
con stan tly
INTERRUPTED?

NO. I  WOULD 6E 
TOTALLY in e f f e c ­
t i v e , JUST L IK E
a n y o n e  e l s e .

tUE (WERE 
DONE WITH 
THE SECTION 
YOU HAD TO 
ANStWER 
HONESTLY.

f o K I N
THAT CASE, 
INTERRUP­
TIO NS 
fAAKE NE 
STRONGER.

Film Clips
I  KEEP 
CUAITING 
FOR THIS TO 
SEE^^ LIKE 
A BAD IDEA.

THE TEfAPERATURE AND 
OKYGEN LEVELS ARE 
F IN E , a p p a r e n t l y  
THE SPACE PROGRAfA 

A HOAX.

NASA rAUST 
BE H ID IN G  
SOrAETHING 
HERE.

H I. COE'RE THE 
COOfAEN (WHO LOVE 
ENG INEERS.

T d i c a i i
S ta ff

Faculty advisers: 
Donny Brown & Sandra Hall

Western Texas Col!e;;e is an equal 
opportunity institution and is in compli­
ance with the Americans with Disabili­
ties Act. Applications are accepted and 
considered without regard to race, creed, 
color, sex, age, national origin, religion, 
veteran’.s status or disability. All Stu­
dent Publications are subject to the gu ide- 
iines as stated in Board Policy #6142. 
Opinions expressed on Page 2 of the 
Texan are those of the writers only and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of 
Western Texas College. W TC reserves 
the right to screen all written work for 
content. Regarding letters to the editor, 
W TC reserves the right to edit for length 
and content. All letters must be signed 
with a valid address provided.

ALL THE LITTLE ANIMALS. John Hurt is an 
unlikely savior in a strange little fairy tale of a 
movie where he plays a loner (again). An animal- 
loving hermit of England’s 
West Country, he’s rude 
with people, though he 
opens up to a young wan­
derer with family problems.
Overall, a tender movie. No 
MPAA rating (some lan­
guage, violence). 1:52. 3 
stars. — M.W.

ARLINGTON ROAD.
Despite its first-rate cast 
(Jeff Bridges, Tim Robbins,
Joan Cusack, Hope Davis) 
and snazzy handling, “Ar­
lington Road” is a would-be 
classy, overcontrived topi­
cal thriller about bomb plots 
and anti-governm ent 
groups. R. 2-1/2 stars. 1:57.
— M.W.

THE ASTRONAUT’S 
WIFE. Similar to 
“Rosemary’s Baby,” only it’s
aliens instead of witches meddling with a preg­
nant woman. It all starts when an alien takes over 
the body of an astronaut (Johnny Depp) out on a 
spacewalk. Then the altered character later gets 
his wife (Charlize Theron) pregnant with evil 
twins. R. 1:40. 2 stars. — B.S.

AUSTIN POWERS: THE SPY WHO SHAGGED 
ME. Mike Myers is a very funny guy, and there’s 
no doubt that Austin Powers, his swinging super­
spy character, is a unique creation. But too often 
the pace drags and the framing and staging of this 
installment suggest an old episode of “Get Smart”

that’s been taken over by a porno movie team. PG- 
13. 2-1/2 stars. — M.W.

THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT. Three student 
filmmakers entered the Maryland 
woods to shoot a documentary and 
were never heard from again — 
until their footage was found a year 
later. A grabbing concept and a 
deceptively simple idea. R. 4 stars. 
1:27.— M.C.

BOWFINGER: One of Steve 
Martin’s funniest projects in which 
he plays wannabe film director 
Bobby Bowfinger. Eddie Murphy 
has an even better part, or parts, as 
the Ramsey brothers: paranoid ac­
tion movie star Kit and under­
achiever Jiff. It’s a charmingly 
screwy farce about moviemaking 
errors. PG-13.3 stars. 1:37. — M.W.

BROKEDOWN PALACE: A 
story much like “Midnight Express” 
and the recent “Return to Para­
dise,” two teen-age girls (Claire 
Danes, Kate Beckinsale) are sen­
tenced to 33 years in a Thai prison 

when heroin is found in their luggage. Bill Pull­
man comes across with the most interesting scenes 
as an American lawyer helping foreigners trapped 
in Thailand’s legal system. PG-13 (strong lan­
guage). 2 stars. 1:37. — B.S.

CHILL FACTOR. Two hours of nonsense and 
attempts at comedy as two men (Cuba Gooding Jr. 
and Skeet Ulrich) try desperately to save the 
Southwest from destruction by dangerous frozen 
super-chemicals. Technically well done, but a pre­
dictable and illogical buddy-buddy action movie. 
R. 1:42. 1-1/2 stars. — M.W.
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$ 1OFF*
ANY

I With purchase of medium soft drink | 
I One coupon per customer per visit | 
I Offer expires Dec. 31,1999 |
I______________________________________________ I

FOOTLONG
SUB

3903 College Ave.
P.O. 80x1172 Snyder, TX 

79550
(915) 573-9782

Taco John's of Snyiiar

4212 College Ave. 
573-0404

OPEN-SUNDAY-THURSDAY 
10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 
10:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Bring your 
WTC student ID 

and receive a 
10% discount

McD’s
Store hours

M-F Sam to 11pm 
Weekends 6am to 11pm 

3800 College Ave.

We’re Here For Your Convenience

lO
United

SiApermar^efs
P H A R M A C Y

(915) 574-1683 
www.unitedtexas.com

3500 COLLEGE AVE. 
SNYDER TEXAS

Timely Finance & Pawn
Pawn Loans on Anything of Value

Musical Supplies in Stock 
(Including Guitar Strings)

L o a n s * *30 to *470

573-9335

Monday - Friday Sam to 5:30pm 
Saturday 9am to 12:00 

Charles Evans - Manager 
1925 25th Street Snyder, Tx 79549

GOODfYEAR

SCIFRES TIRE & AUTO
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

573-4031 1701 25TH STREET

2 0  % OFF
WITH COUPON

College_________________________________________

Snyder Drug and Collectibles
3609 College Ave. 573-9333

GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES 
GREETING CARDS 
WESTERN UNION 
KEATON KOLOR PHOTOFINISHING

COSTUME JEWELRY 
FINE FRAGRANCES 
U.S. POST OFFICE 
PICTURE FRAMES

10:00am - 5:30pm Monday through Saturday

SERVING SNYDER FOR OVER 52 YEARS !

j gS II — #
H A I F t  S A L O N

Xalyn Palacios 
Vanessa Williams 

Tara Trevey 
Kim Knipe 

Rhonda Sutter

Total Family Haircare
Specializing in: Color Corrections 

Foil Highlighting
2̂«D6E_i33__WaxingandNâ ^̂ ^

See our convenience store

Best Prices in Town
6am to 11pm 
Mon. - Sat. 

Tam to 11pm 
Sunday

We also accept
VISA

3812 COLLEGE 
SNYDER, TX 

573-1441

http://www.unitedtexas.com
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FMexas 2619 College Avenue 
Snyder, Texas 
(915)573-9305

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
Time and Temperature 

573-0270
FDIV

c C o n o c o  ^
l l /E S 'T G Q

Convenience Store

4201 COLLEGE AVE.

CharKc tiunyvurl 
Conoco credit card.

573-9422

t The Moweisxop
Lastest in Movies  
and Video Games

TANNING
DCCltlS

$3 walk-in session 
withW TCID

Phone Cards
Call Home In-State 

5c( per minute

S tuD ent subscription
$25 Each Semester Delivered To Dorm

UUestera
Auto

Discount Auto Parts
Associate Store Home Owned
Pete &  Jeff Lowrance

2510Ave.R . 573-4911 VISA

Check us ! Call us toll-free
800-573-5459

AUTOLAND
East Hwy Traffic 

Circle 180
tv

a ss  sdss
(915) 573-5456

Request Line 573-0505
P.O. Box 1008 Snyder, Tx 79550

101.5 FM  
1450 A M

KiillsirdVl l l l i l l  I I  s-------  I

fio liitio iis

New Computer Sales 
Upgrades 
Repairs 
Supplies 

Accessories

* 2 4 * ^  a  M o n t h

I I I C «  Startup Fee
Local Support

3405 College Ave. Snyder, TX 79549 (915) 573-4801

B

E N l l f l U a S O N

CONVERT-A-BALL
HITCH SYSTEM PRODUCTS

NOW AVAILABLE IN 
STAINLESS STEEL

MACHINED BALL
MACHINED 

STEEL SHANK

LOCK WASHER

PERMANENT 
LOCKING PIN

SAE
STANDARD 

HEX NUT
COTTER PIN

CUT-AWAY VIEW

o

2. REMOVE BAL 
REPLACE W m  
DESIRED SIZE

3. PRESS 
LOCKING PIN 

IN' PLACE

CONVERT-A-BALL HITCH SYSTEM PRODUCTS ARE YOUR 
ANSWER TO MULTI-NEED TRAILER CONNECTIONS.

NO MORE WRENCHES, NO MORE BUSTED KNUCKLES. 
THREE INTERCHANGEABLE BALLS FIT ON THE 1” SHANK.
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PTK Millennium project 
planned for November

By Kacy Henard 
Texan Staffer

“The past is a prologue to the 
future” will be the theme of a 
day-long Millennium project on 
the WTC campus Nov. 3.

Phi Theta Kappa, headed by 
Carolyn Osborn, along with the 
WTC Faculty Association, and 
Student Government have pro­
posed an idea called the Millen­
nium Project.

The Millennium Project will 
be an all-day symposium. It will

be comprised of lectures from 
faculty members and outside 
speakers regarding the Millen­
nium.

Speakers will be addressing 
subjects such as economics, his­
tory, medicine and technology, 
and how these relate to the new 
Millennium, which will begin 
Jan. 1, 2000.

There will also be “fun activi­
ties” throughout the day, Mrs. 
Osborn said, such as dancing and 
movies.

She said the reason for this 
project is “Phi Theta Kappa is on 
a mission to promote scholarly 
pursuit on campus and WTC 
needs some recognition of the 
Millennium.

Phi Theta Kappa is taking 
the leadership role in the Millen­
nium,” she said.

She noted that the event is 
not yet completed and there will 
be further details in the near 
future.

Evaluation team will arrive 
for review visit Wednesday

Continued From Page One
Student Services.

The review board is slated to arrive this 
Wednesday around noon and is scheduled to 
eat lunch at the Scurry County Museum.

The rest of Wednesday the group will be in 
a board meeting reviewing prepared material. 
On Thursday the group will interview admin­
istrators and faculty members of the college.

The preliminary report from the visiting 
team will be written Friday morning and the 
group is expected to depart from the WTC 
campus around noon that day.

The team is made up of two THECB mem­
bers and four “peer members” comprised of

vocational faculty or administrators from other 
Texas educational institutions.

From THECB, Irma Berry is the team leader 
and Bill Dickson is in charge of the fiscal 
review.

Peer members include Leticia Rendon from 
Midland College, who is in charge of reviewing 
“achievement and contract training” at WTC 
as well as the Continuing Education programs.

Richard C. Jolly, also of Midland College, 
and Donna Price-Zuniga, from Lee College in 
Houston, will review WTC’s technical programs 
and instructors.

Duane Durrett of Weatherford College will 
be examining WTC’s student services areas.

Texan staff for '98-'99 
returns five, adds five

As the fall semester begins, 
the staff for The Western Texan 
begins with five returning sopho­
mores and five entering fresh­
man.

The newspaper is distributed 
six times each semester—every 
other Monday during the term. 
The first issue was Sept. 20 and, 
after today, subsequent issues 
are slated Oct. 4, Oct. 18, Nov. 1, 
Nov. 15 and Nov. 29.

The newspapers are distrib­
uted free of charge at the follow­
ing areas: dormitory. Student 
Center, LRC, Fine Arts Build­
ing, and Buildings 7A, 7B, 2A, 
2B, and 2C.

Returning sophomores in­
clude Ben Brown, a graduate of 
Snyder High School and the son 
of Donny and Judy Brown. For 
the Texan, Brown will be han­
dling layout of page 2—which 
consists of movie and music re­
views—and will be taking photo­
graphs this year.

John Gutierrez Jr. is the son 
of Juan and Mae Gutierrez. He is

a graduate from Snyder High 
School. He will be writing sports 
news and laying out the sports 
page each issue.

Chris Halbert is the son of Bill 
and Janet Halbert. He is a 1998 
graduate of Snyder High School. 
For the second year, he will be 
writing music reviews for page 
2.

Shana Parkerson is the 
daughter of Melisa Kurklin and 
the late Dwight Parkerson. She 
is a graduate of Snyder High 
School, where she was the assis­
tant editor of her school paper. 
At WTC, she is active in the 
Student Government Associa­
tion, serving as its parliamen­
tarian this fall.

Kacy Henard is a sophomore 
at WTC and beginning her first 
year as a staff writer. She is a 
1998 graduate of Tatum High 
School in Tatum, N.M. Her par­
ents are Oscar and Carolyn 
Henard of Tatum. Kacy is active 
in Phi Theta Kapf)a and is a 
member of the WTC rodeo team.

Ben Brown
page layout/photos

Josh Burney
staff writer

John Gutierrez Jr.
sports/page layout

Chris Halbert
music reviews

Kacy Henard
staff writer

Reid Johnson
staff writer

Sarah Martin
staff writer

Candace Meares
staff writer

Lisa Moore
staff writer

Shana Parkerson
staff writer

Among the freshmen staff 
writers is Josh Burney, a 1999 
Snyder High School graduate. 
He is the son of Wayne and JoAnn 
Burney.

Reid Johnson is a 1999 gradu­
ate of Snyder High School and a 
freshman at Western Texas Col­
lege this year. His parents are 
Eddie and Becky Johnson.

Sarah Martin is a freshman 
this year at WTC. She graduated

in 1996 from Canyon Del Oro 
High School in Tucson, Arizona. 
Her hometown is Dickens and 
she is currently a resident of 
Snyder.

Candace Meares is a fresh­
man this fall at WTC. She is a 
1999 graduate of Irion County 
High School in Mertzon. Her

parents are Billy Meares of 
Mertzon and Reba Meares of 
Congress, Arizona.

Lisa Moore is a freshman at 
WTC. She graduated from 
Snyder High School in 1999. She 
lives at home with her parents, 
Kent and Melissa Moore.

Carpet work 
nearing end
Continued From Page One

introductory computer classes 
here, which were moved to the 
Workforce Development Center.

The college’s GED program— 
through which individuals earn 
their high school equivalency di­
ploma—was affected also since 
its offices and classrooms are lo­
cated on the second floor.

A History 1302 class which 
was to be videotaped out of the 
newly completed WTC class- 
room/studio was moved also since 
the classroom area now has books 
stored in it.

The carpet which was replaced 
dates to the construction of the 
college itself and was said to be 
“20-plus” years old.

Work to movfe tne 
shelving and books was com­
pleted this summer by the sum­
mer work crew of students em­
ployed through the Student Ser­
vices Division.

New Internet class is WTC first
Continued From Page One

that this was an on-line English 
course, there was a lot of shock 
on the faces and jaws dropped to 
the floor,” said Instructor 
Halbert, “but now, the students 
seem real excited about it.”

The class is not completely 
Internet based. For example, stu­
dents still have to attend class 
on test dates, but this on-line 
class serves as the first step to­
wards what Mrs. Halbert be­
lieves is the future of education.

“It’s been a terrible hassle, 
but it’s been really fun,” she said.

Halbert took a course at the 
Virtual College of Texas over the

summer as her training to teach 
via the Internet.

She adds that she hopes to 
teach all of her future classes in 
this way.

Next semester she plans to 
offer technical writing and busi­
ness communication, as well as 
English.

Though password protected, 
inquiring students may log on to 
Mrs. Halbert’s 1302 English class 
at www.webct.com.

The Virtual College of Texas 
has also received a TIF grant to 
make instruction available for 
other community college instruc­
tors in Texas and faculty mem­
bers at WTC have been given the

opportunity to receive this train­
ing.

Dean o f Instruction Jim 
Palmer has asked interested fac­
ulty members to contact him with 
up to four faculty members to 
receive the training.

The course will begin Oct. 1 
and end Dec. 10.

Instructors learn how to set 
up a web site, create a course 
syllabus, assignments and tests, 
and to research and find links to 
other helpful sites on the 
Internet.

They learn also how to set up 
online communications for stu­
dents, such as e-mail and chat 
rooms.

Art instructor happy with choice
Continued From Page One

from several other schools, but 
he wanted to teach at a commu­
nity college to start his teaching 
career. Community colleges pro­
vide a more well-rounded educa­
tion and give students “the 
chance to make up their minds 
about what they want to do,” he 
said.

After he traveled to Snyder 
for his job interview, he and his 
wife decided that this was where 
they wanted to be. “Fm happy to

be here and I like the place,” he 
said.

His goal while at WTC is to 
“educate people and have them 
enjoy it.”

Christensen has received sev­
eral honors as an artist. He was 
in a show two years ago spon­
sored by the National Council on 
Education for the Ceramic Arts; 
received an Honorable Mention 
award from Art of Pennsylvania 
for a tea pot; and participated in 
several student exhibitions in

college.
He has also been invited to 

display pieces at the National 
Functional Ceramics Show next 
spring at Wooster, OH.

Students interested in 
Christensen’s work can view it 
in the Fine Arts building where 
it is on display in the gallery.

Items on display include a gin­
ger jar measuring more than 2 ft. 
in height and several small tea­
pots that are “functional,” he 
noted.

SGA officers 
sworn-in! j

' Continued From Page One
include Kara Wood, president; 
Amanda Wells, vice-president; 
Jason McGrath, secretary; Chris 
Holt, treasurer; Shana 
Parkerson, parliamentarian; 
and Elizabeth Covey, historian.

The association’s new office 
is located upstairs in the Stu­
dent Center.

The office will be used for 
executive board and general 
meetings. The SGA meets every 
Wednesday at noon to organize 
and discuss upcoming events 
that benefit the students.

Preparation for Y2K 
said near end here
Continued From Page One
the work has been “long and 
tedious” due to the sheer size of 
the project, which involved up­
dating every system on cam­
pus.

He estimated it took a full 
two days just to update the 
mainframe.

The work still to be completed 
is predominately “cosmetic,” he 
said. Every two digit year field 
on every form and application 
must be changed to a four digit

field.
As of now, final testing, which 

will mostly involve testing of in- 
house “custom” software dealing 
with registration, transcripts, 
and billing, is scheduled during 
the Christmas school break in 
December.

Next Issue 
Oct. 4 The Western Texan-Euery Other Monday

http://www.webct.com
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WTC Golf 
team places 
3rd at 
Invitational

By John Gutierrez 
Texan Staffer

The WTC golf team played at 
the Rocky Thompson Invitational 
Sept. 11-12 in Paris, Tx., finish­
ing 3rd—one shot short for 2nd 
and five shots out of 1st.

Coach Milton Ham noted an 
unusual incident perhaps af­
fected his team’s play. He noted 
one of his players—Michael 
Hanson—was hit in the head 
with a golf ball on the 12th hole 
of his final round.

“We don’t make excuses,” he 
said, then noted that Hanson 
was 2 under par before being hit. 
After the injury to his forehead, 
he finished with 5 bogies which 
took him from 68 to 73, 3 over 
par.

The five shot difference would 
have tied the team for first.

The final scores for the game

WTC
Rodeo
Team
attracts

Brad Nutt
wereMartin Gustafson, 75-72, 
Scott McLaughlan 72-75, Jason 
McGrath 77-67, Cory Mahaney 
74-75, Michael Hanson 69-73. 
Michael Hanson made All-tour­
ney Team. Total team score was 
290-287 with a total of 577.

The Midland final score was 
293-279 with a total of 572 to 
win. Lon Morris had a score of 
289-287 with a final score of 576 
to finish second.

The Western Texas College 
golf team has 16 players this 
year. Five of these are interna­
tional players including Steven

Reggie Roberts
Fraser and Scott McLauchlan, 
both o f Scotland; Martin 
Gustafson of Sweden; Michael 
Hansen of Denmark; and Jason 
McGrath, Canada.

Other members and their 
hometowns are: Clint Crow, 
Loop; Andy Hawkins, Lamesa; 
Brandon Hicks, Loop; James 
Higdon, San Angelo; Jeremy 
Jones, Lamesa; Rudy Gamboa, 
Big Spring; Cory Mahaney, 
Tulia; Brad Nutt, Bastrop; Regi 
Roberts, Coahoma; Chad 
Sauntry, Missouri City; and Kor>' 
Williams, Stanton.

Chad Sauntry Kory Williams Coach M ilton Ham

Fall 1999 
Golf Schedule
Midland College Invitational 
September 26-27 
Ranchland Hills, Midland

Weatherford College Invitational 
October 3-5
Sugartree C-Club, Weatherford

Andrews Collegiate Invitational 
October 8-10
Andrews C-Club, Andrews

Odessa College Invitational 
October 17-19 
Mission Dorado, Odessa

N.M.M.I. Invitational
October 28-30
NMMI Course Roswell, NM

Gaines County Invitational 
November 7-8
Gaines Co. C-Club, Seminole

Fall 1999 
Rodeo Schedule
Eastern New Mexico University
Portales, NM 
September 16-18,1999 
Sul Ross State University
Alpine, Tx
September 30 - October 2,1999
Vernon Regiional Junior College
Vernon, TX
October 7-9,1999
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, TX
October 21-23,1999

45
The WTC Rodeo Team, which 

started its competition year this 
past weekend with a rodeo at 
Eastern New Mexico University 
in Portales, N.M., has to date 
signed up 45 members this fall.

This list of offical team mem­
bers as of Friday is:

Kent Aikin, Reashor, Iowa; 
Dusty Arrott, Bronte; Casey 
Baize, San Angelo; and Wacey 
Barta, Phoenix, Ariz.

Also, Chad Beaver, Fluvanna; 
Cimarron Boardman, Jackson, 
Mo.; and Ryan Brewer, 
Seagraves.

Others are Brandee Brock, 
Springtown; Tracy Brooks, 
Holister, Calif; and Brad Bruce, 
Colorado City.

Also, Dawson Burnes, Trent; 
Terra Bynum, Snyder; and Jeff 
Cavey, Cochise, Ariz.

Other members are Jill 
Childress, Durant, Okla.; Wes 
Dinwiddle, Henderson, Tenn.; 
Sequin Downey, Amarillo; Brad 
Eppler, Catheys Valley, Calif.; 
and J ustin French, Willcox, Ariz.

In addition, Ryan Greenlee, 
Cortez, Colo.; Cody Groves, New 
Deal; Matt Gully, Abilene; Kacy 
Henard, Tatum, N.M.; and Bill 
Herbert, Marble Falls.

Others are Justin Herrington, 
Snyder; Cody Hunnicut, Ozona;

Houston Hutto, Del Rio; Gilbert 
Hasso Jr., Crosbyton; Erin Kelly, 
Iraan; Cody Lawrence, Dalhart; 
and Leon Lewis, Guthrie.

Also, Aaron Loomis, Rochelle; 
Rawley McFarland, Prescott, 
Anz.; and Branden Mayberry,

Queen Creek, Ariz.
Others are Brock Milloy, 

Seminole; Justin Murphy, 
Hawley; and Jody Pinkert, 
L u b b o c k ; L u k e  
R i c h a r d s , B e a u d e s e r t  
Queensland, Australia; Douglas

“Tyke” Salazar, Santa Marlowa, 
Calif.; Bee Jay Scott, Monroe, 
Iowa; and Bobby Sellars, Alpine.

Others are Dustin Sex­
ton, Lubbock; Harper Sharp, 
Chino Valley, Ariz.; Cassie Short, 
Justiceburg; Tibba Smith,

Hobbs, N.M.; Jamie Standifer, 
Colbert, Okla.; Wes Stevenson, 
Kaufman; and Ryon Swink, 
Crosbyton; Rodney Topper, 
Johnson City; Leland Wood, 
Silverton; and Shelley York, 
Snyder.


