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W ESTEii TEXAS COLLEGE

Now -December 13
Preregistration for currently enrolled students 

Call Counseling Office ext. 313

December 9
Finals Begin

December 13
Residence Halls Close 2pm

December 16-January 7
Christmas Holidays

Sunday, DeGember 8 , 2 0 0 2

New Practice Facility Dedication
The Snyder Junior Golf Association and Snyder Tiger Booster Club 

recently dedicated a new short game practice facility to Western Texas 
College. Money was raised for construction of the facility through 
fundraisers by the Booster Club and Snyder Junior Golf Association. 
The WTC Board of Trustees agreed to provide the land for the construc
tion of the facility on an unused portion of the WTC golf course.

Work was done primarily by junior golfers, parents of junior golfers 
and WTC Golf and Landscape Technology students. A number of par
ents and junior golfers spent the majority of the summer o f2001 working 
on this facility.

The short game practice facility is built on top of the dam at the 
college golf course and features an area of up to 75 yards for hitting into 
a Bermuda green protected by two sand bunkers. One bunker is shallow 
and the other bunker is deep. The green was built to USGA specifica
tions and was sprigged with Tifeagle Bermuda. Tifeagle is the newest
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variety of Bermuda on the market for use on putting greens.
All of WTC’s greens are Bentgrass, so by using Bermuda on the new 

green it benefits the junior golfers in preparing for tournaments in the 
southern part of the state and it benefits the Golf and Landscape Technol
ogy students. A large majority of GLT graduates end up working on golf 
courses in the southern part of the country where Bermuda greens are 
prevalent.

The facility is open to the public with the times of 3:00 PM to 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday reserved for Snyder High School and Junior 
High School golf programs.

Pictured above on the site of the new facility are Randy Weaver - 
Golf and Landscape Technology Instructor and Golf Course Superinten
dent, Carter Wiggins - President of Snyder Junior Golf Association, Rick 
Starnes - President of Snyder Tiger Golf Booster Club, WTC President 
Dr. Greg Williams, Dennis Noblett - WTC Director of Development, and 
Gordan Gray - Vice President of Snyder Junior Golf Association.
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granite marxer or a DricK to oe 
placed in W TC’s Walk o f Honor, 
located on the south walkway 
leading into the heart o f  the campus.

I would like to become a part of the Walk of Honor.

My name Class

Address

City State Zio

I wish to purchase aranite markers f(o)$300.00 ea.f .$
I wish to purchase bricks f(a) $100.00 ea.l.......$ ^

Check Enclosed........... ....................................fTotalH *
*Thank you for making checks payable to | 

Western Texas College with this memo on the check: "Walk of
Honor". ^

(
-  ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE -

idditional markers or bricks on a separate sheet of paper. Brick orders received 
ogether will be laid together.
Zomplete this portion for Memorial or Honorary 

l̂ease send notification to:
Marne
\ddress
Zitv State Zio 

l̂ease indicate this gift is from:

Western Texas College, 6 2 0 0  College Ave. Snyder, TX 7 9 5 4 9

CyMlna to Know Ifou
Dr. Edward Barkowsky - Hired August 17,1971 

What led you to WTC?
In the spring of 1971, I was finishing my course work toward the 

Ph.D. at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana, and my wife Judy and 
I were ready to settle someplace-preferably not west Texas, however. I 
had grown up near Lamesa, she in Wolfforth, and we didn’t relish revis

iting the sandstorms and dust we 
had known all too well. My 
brother had learned of a new 
college in Snyder, and he urged 
me to apply—after all, he pointed 
out, Snyder was well-known for 
its public school systems and 
was a good place to live. 1 sent 
an application and soon received 
a call from Dr. Robert Clinton, 
who wanted to fly to Indianapo

lis for an interview. He was looking, he said, for instructors with a 
strong educational background who were dedicated to quality teaching, 
were willing to try experimental methods, and were unafraid of being 
held accountable for their work. As he explained his vision for the col
lege, I forgot my nervousness-and my breakfast. “If this man offers me 
a job,” I thought, “I’ll follow him—even if it’s somewhere in the desert.”
Dr. Clinton and his academic dean, Dr. Ben Brock, were the most vision
ary and gifted administrators I have known anywhere. I was stunned 
when he offered a job on the spot. 1 had received an offer from Laredo 
College and had an interview in the making for Del Mar College in Corpus 
Christi (our dream school), but I was ready to forget both places to be 
able to work with Dr. Clinton and help to start a new college.
Where do you go from here?

The answer should seem fairly obvious, since I am in my 38'*’ year of 
teaching. I’m not ready to retire right now, but let’s be honest. My 
major concern has always been the need for intellectually challenging and 
high-quality instruction. However, I do hope to continue teaching for 
another 4 or 5 years. After that? Well, there are thousands of really great 
books that I want to finally read. I have a brain stuffed full of woodcarv
ing designs and projects to try out. And my little flock of grandchildren 
just seems to keep increasing...
What is your most memorable moment? ,ii

What a question. ' Life, after ail, is just a series of moments, and they 
should all be, in some way or another, memorable. There’s not a single 
most memorable one, for I’ve lived many fantastic times. But let me give 
you a handful that are all equally personally wonderful. The day 1 watched 
Judy walk toward me down the aisle. Those two totally awesome mo
ments when I first gazed into the faces of my two infant daughters and 
realized the great miracle of God’s creation-and the gift of being apart of 
that loving creation. Seeing both those daughters graduate with distinc
tion from college. Taking part in their joyous weddings. And knowing, 
in turn, the joy they shared with us at the birth of three grandchildren. 
What is the hardest decision you^e ever made?

Choosing a major field of study. I had only 5 different majors in the 
9 years I spent taking courses in college and graduate school.
What is your favorite book?

That’s another impossible question for a person with literally thou
sands of books in his personal library. Preferences change as the mind 
deepens and becomes more philosophical. Years ago, the Lord o f the 
Rings trilogy because of its epic treatment of the unfathomable choices 
good persons must make in the face of evil. Today? Human Options and 
The Celebration o f Life by Norman Cousins. The Iliad. The Odyssey. 
TheAeneid. Dante’s The Divine Comedy. The complete works of Chaucer 
and Shakespeare. The Lymon novels by Dorothy Dunnet (historical in 
context and intellectually challenging). Nearly everything by William 
Faulkner. Franklin’s Autobiography. Viktor FrankTs Man’s Search for  
Meaning. At least 15 novels about the British navy in the Napoleonic 
Wars by Patrick O’Brien. D-Day and Band o f Brothers by Stephen 
Ambrose. Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton.
Favorite author?

Another “Good Grief’ question, that one. Here are some choices: 
Homer, Virgil, Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare, W.B. Yeats, William Faulkner, 
Dorothy Dunnett, Elie Wiesel, Leo Buscaglia, Washington Irving, Tho
mas Jefferson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain, Alan Paton, and 
Norman Cousins.
Favorite movie?

Here, you get only five answers: Dr. Zhivago, Twelve O ’clockHigh, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Saving Private Ryan, and My Fair Lady. 
Favorite spare time activity?

What’s spare time? Seriously, I love singing in the choir, woodtuming 
and carving, reading (of course), and loving my grandchildren.
Names o f family members?

My loving and long-suffering wife, Judy-a teacher far better than I-  
who “retired” last year and promptly went back to part-time teaching and 
full-time Support of Good Causes such as the Snyder Day Care Center; 
the two loveliest daughters God could have ever given a person: Lesa, 
now a retired attorney in New York (graduate of the University of Texas 
and Columbia Law School), and Holly, partner in her husband’s family 
business (graduate of Texas Tech University). And three grandchildren: 
Connor and Brenna of New York, ages 3 years and 18 months, respec
tively; and Owen of Ransom Canyon, Texas, age 13 months.
I f  you could spend an hour talking to any person living or 
dead, who would it be?

Benjamin Franklin for his incredibly inquisitive mind, optimistic and 
progressive outlook, and his embodiment of the spirit of the Enlighten
ment. Thomas Jefferson for many of the same reasons, plus his great 
intellect. Norman Cousins for his dedication to the causes of peace and 
understanding among humans. Aristotle, because he was not only a great 
intellectual, but a great teacher as well. Alan Paton, gentle and iron-willed 
opponent of racial discrimination. And Elie Wiesel, of the soft and gentle 
voice, who in speaking and writing about the Holocaust, reminds us of 
both the terrible evil and the infinite good we are capable of.
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The WTC Board of Trustees agreed to provide the land for the construc
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variety of Bermuda on the market for use on putting greens.
Ail of V/TC’s greens are Bentgrass, so by using Bermuda on the new 

green it benefits the junior golfers in preparing for tournaments in the 
southern part of the state and it benefits the Golf and Landscape Technol
ogy students. A large majority of GLT graduates end up working on golf 
courses in the southern part of the country where Bermuda greens are 
prevalent.

The facility is open to the public with the times of 3:00 PM to 5:00 
PM Monday through Friday reserved for Snyder High School and Junior 
High School golf programs.

Pictured above on the site of the new facility are Randy Weaver - 
Golf and Landscape Technology Instructor and Golf Course Superinten
dent, Carter Wiggins - President of Snyder Junior Golf Association, Rick 
Starnes - President of Snyder Tiger Golf Booster Club, WTC President 
Dr. Greg Williams, Dennis Noblett - WTC Director of Development, and 
Gordan Gray - Vice President of Snyder Junior Golf Association.
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What led you to WTC?
In the spring of 1971, I was finishing my course work toward the 

Ph.D. at Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana, and my wife Judy and 
I were ready to settle someplace-preferably not west Texas, however. I 
had grown up near Lamesa, she in Wolfforth, and we didn’t relish revis

iting the sandstorms and dust we 
had known all too well. My 
brother had learned of a new 
college in Snyder, and he urged 
me to apply-after all, he pointed 
out, Snyder was well-known for 
its public school systems and 
was a good place to live. I sent 
an application and soon received 
a call from Dr. Robert Clinton, 
who wanted to fly to Indianapo

lis for an interview. He was looking, he said, for instructors with a 
strong educational background who were dedicated to quality teaching, 
were willing to try experimental methods, and were unafraid of being
held accountable for their work. As he explained his vision for tho col
lege, I forgot my nervousness-and my breakfast. “If this man offers me 
a job,” I thought, “I’ll follow him-even if it’s somewhere in the desert.” 
Dr. Clinton and his academic dean. Dr. Ben Brock, were the most vision
ary and gifted administrators 1 have known an)where. I was stunned 
when he offered a job on the spot. I had received an offer from Laredo 
College and had an interview in the making for Del Mar College in Corpus 
Christi (our dream school), but I was ready to forget both places to be 
able to work with Dr. Clinton and help to start a new college.
Where do you go from here?

The answer should seem fairly obvious, since I am in my 38'*’ year of 
teaching. I’m not ready to retire right now, but let’s be honest. My 
major concern has always been the need for intellectually challenging and 
high-quality instruction. However, I do hope to continue teaching for 
another 4 or 5 years. After that? Well, there are thousands of really great 
books that I want to finally read. I have a brain stuffed full of woodcarv
ing designs and projects to try out. And my little flock of grandchildren 
just seems to keep increasing...
What is your most memorable moment?

What a question. Life, after all, is just a seiies of moments, and' they ' 
should all be, in some way or another, memorable. There’s not a single 
most memorable one, for I’ve lived many fantastic times. But let me give 
you a handful that are all equally personally wonderful. The day I watched 
Judy walk toward me down the aisle. Those two totally awesome mo
ments when I first gazed into the faces of my two infant daughters and 
realized the great miracle of God’s creation-and the gift of being a part of 
that loving creation. Seeing both those daughters graduate with distinc
tion from college. Taking part in their joyous weddings. And knowing, 
in turn, the joy they shared with us at the birth of three grandchildren. 
What is the hardest decision you’ve ever made?

Choosing a major field of study. I had only 5 different majors in the 
9 years I spent taking courses in college and graduate school.
What is your favorite book?

That’s another impossible question for a person with literally thou
sands of books in his personal library. Preferences change as the mind 
deepens and becomes more philosophical. Years ago, Lord o f the 
Rings trilogy because of its epic treatment of the unfathomable choices 
good persons must make in the face of evil. Today? Human Options and 
The Celebration o f Life by Norman Cousins. The Iliad. The Odyssey. 
TheAeneid. DantCs The Divine Comedy. The complete works of Chaucer 
and Shakespeare. The Lymon novels by Dorothy Dunnet (historical in 
context and intellectually challenging). Nearly everything by William 
Faulkner. Franklin’s Autobiography. Viktor Frankl’s Man’s Search for  
Meaning. At least 15 novels about the British navy in the Napoleonic 
Wars by Patrick O’Brien. D-Day and Band o f Brothers by Stephen 
Ambrose. Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton.
Favorite author?

Another “Good Grief’ question, that one. Here are some choices: 
Homer, Virgil, Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare, WB. Yeats, William Faulkner, 
Dorothy Dunnett, Elie Wiesel, Leo Buscaglia, Washington Irving, Tho
mas Jefferson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain, Alan Paton, and 
Norman Cousins.
Favorite movie?

Here, you get only five answers: Dr. Zhivago, Twelve O ’clock High, 
To Kill a Mockingbird, Saving Private Ryan, and My Fair Lady. 
Favorite spare time activity?

What’s spare time? Seriously, I love singing in the choir, woodtuming 
and carving, reading (of course), and loving my grandchildren.
Names o f family members?

My loving and long-suffering wife, Judy-a teacher far better than I-  
who “retired” last year and promptly went back to part-time teaching and 
full-time Support of Good Causes such as the Snyder Day Care Center; 
the two loveliest daughters God could have ever given a person: Lesa, 
now a retired attorney in New York (graduate of the University of Texas 
and Columbia Law School), and Holly, partner in her husband’s family 
business (graduate of Texas Tech University). And three grandchildren: 
Connor and Brenna of New York, ages 3 years and 18 months, respec
tively; and Owen of Ransom Canyon, Texas, age 13 months.
I f  you could spend an hour talking to any person living or 
deady who would it be?

Benjamin Franklin for his incredibly inquisitive mind, optimistic and 
progressive outlook, and his embodiment of the spirit of the Enlighten
ment. Thomas Jefferson for many of the same reasons, plus his great 
intellect. Norman Cousins for his dedication to the causes of peace and 
understanding among humans. Aristotle, because he was not only a great 
intellectual, but a great teacher as well. Alan Paton, gentle and iron-willed 
opponent of r?cial discrimination. And Elie Wiesel, of the soft and gentle 
voice, who in speaking and writing about the Holocaust, reminds us of 
both the terrible evil and the infinite good we are capable of.


