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‘Stupid test’ needed for some

BY TOMMY WELLS
Managing Editor

Stupid laws, and a stupid govem-
mental spending policy, and an
untrustworthy president are what
U.S. Congressman Larry Combest
fecls are the main potholes in the
common man'’s freeway of life.

It. he told a large crowd gathered
in the Hereford Community Center
tor a town meeting, will take some
time. but he and his pals in Wash-
ington, D.C., are confident they can
repave that road.

“What we're dealing with is
about 40 years of laws in which we
have to deal with.” said Combest,
the first-cver Republican to repre-
sent the 91st District. “As we go
back and look at those 40 ycars
we're trying (o put these things o a
logic test. The laws and regulations
trom the last 40 years have made
the government become an adver-
sary.”

“The thing is. and I think it’s
important pcople understand, is that
we have 1o go back and change it.”
he stated. “The problem is, in order
to change the law. Bill Clinton has
to sign it. When you really cul
through what the frustrations arc
it's really silly things that should
never have been there.”

An ¢xample of stupidity?

Combest cited the situation in
which a government agency can
garnish an individual’s rights to his
land without regard to the owner's
tinancial status if an cndangered
species is discovered to reside there

“I understand your concern,” said

the former panhandle farmer.
“Clean air and water are important,
but we feel there’s got to be a bal-
ance there somewhere.”

There is no question that there
have been more regulations
imposed by this administration in
the last five years than any other
administration by far,” said
Combest, noting an instance a few
ycars back when the government
wanted to declarc 50 counties in the
southwest U.S. an cndangered
specics arca for the Swift Fox even
though the area did not have any.

“This is a concern to me. We
tricd to go and say that if the gov-
crnment wants to declare an arca
protected that the owner should get
rcimbursed for his property.”[s that
the law? No. For somcthing to
become a law the president has to
sign it, and so far he has vetoed it”

Need another example of govern-
ment stupidity? Combest, who
serves a district some 400 miles in
diameter, cited an instance recently
where the Occupational Health and
Safety Administration (OHSA)
fincd construction workers who
were trying to dig out a co-worker
who had been trapped by a cave-in
some $8,000 for not wearing their
hard hats.

“I'll guarantee you there was
never a “Stupid Test” put to much
of this stuff - and that is what-they
arc: stupid,” Combest offered.

When the subject turned to the
oft-publicized woes of Bill Clinton,
Combest didn't shy away trom the
“I" word - — impcachment.
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Larry Combest
on some regulations
passed in the past 40 years

“In terms ol the president and the
issucs out there, it's amazing to me
Something can happen and then a
document shows up weceks later
showing he lied and that’s what
itis: alic.”

Clinton. who was recently select-
¢d to a second term by an over-
whelming majority of the public. 1s
being investigated to scandals
involving White Watcer. FBI tam-
pering and illegal fund-raising.

“Let me assure you Congressman
Harry Hyde is looking into the Arti-
cles of Impeachment in case there is
arcason.” he said.

Governmental spending was
another popular topic for the former
Ag Advisbr for the late Texas leg-

Deaf Smith County Tax Assessor-Collector Margaret Del Toro and her staff display a
sample of the Texas Department of Transportation’s new vehicle registration form. The
new form was designed to simplify the process used since 1970. The new notices will
begin being distrubuted in April.

Deaf Smith Co. motorists to start
receiving new registration forms

Dcat Smith County motorists
whosce vehicle registrations expire
i May will be among the hirst in
Lo see the new renewal
notice It Deat Smith County Tax
Assessor-Collector Margaret Del
will also make 1t

the state

Ioro behieves
much more simpler tor persons to
deal with

The Texas Departiment ol Public
Satety has dramatically changed the
old
madc
Del Toro said the new registration

vehiele registration form and
1t more customer-triendly

stickers would begin being dis
tributed during the tirst week of
April

Gone 1s the multi-part card Texas
motorists have been getting since
1970 The new notice 1s a standard
ized 8 1727 x
utility or credit card state

11 document simalar
O a lax
ment
['he
renewal nouce that' s convenient to
use. said Del Toro. “The form has
many leatures that weren't available

state has developed a

helor
Ih\

motor vehcle registration, she said

rencewal torm simphificd

.

We believe the
public will
appreciate the
new form. There
are many features
on the new form
that make it more
customer-friendly
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Margaret Del Toro
Deaf Smith Co. Tax
Assessor-Collector

Key picces of information are high
lighted in red, including special
instructions, fees. and proot of
insurance requircments. The name
address, and phone number of the
recipient’s tax assessor-collector is

printcd on the form, providing a

local contact for registration ques
tions. Each mailing address on the
renewal notice 1s printed with bar
code technology 10 assure accuracy
and to speed delivery through the
And. for the tirst
a return envelope as enclosed

postal system
time.
tor customers who wish (1o rencw by
Jnail

“We beliceve the public
appreciate the new torm,” Del Toro

will

said. “There are many features on
the new form that makce it more cus
tomer-friendly.”

Some Texans have already seen a
prototype of the renewal notice
Texas Department of Transportation
officials showed the torm to several
focus groups last summer in the
Dallas-Fort Worth arca. The state
also invited all county tax asscssor
collectors to submit their input

An inscrt with a graphical expla
nation of the necw form will be
included with each renewal notice
Any onc¢ with questions conceming
the new renewal notice should con
tact the Decaf Smith County tax
office at 364-7044
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end John Tower. Combest said the
government could balance the bud-
get and give the citizens of the
United States a large tax break in as
little as three yearsif ithadto,,

“I firmly belicve we have to bal-
ance the budget. When President
Clinton says the budget deficit is at
its lowest point in years that's true,
but it’s because of a tax increase.
The revenue increased not the
deficit decreased.”

Combest said congress is well on
its way toward balancing-the bud-
get, but that the process should have
been done faster.

“We could have balanced the

budget in three years,” he said. “if

we would have frozen spending. If
we froze spending we could balance
the budget and give one of the most
monumental tax decreases in histo-
ry.”

“*We need to put the government
on adict.” he added.

Combest said one way Congress
could go to casc the government's
tinancial woes would be to elimi-
nate the personal income (ax and
the Intermal Revenue Service and go
to a flat national sales tax. This
plan. he said. would cnable the gov-
ernment o fund itselt and enable
the common worker to take home
morc ol his paycheck - thereby cre-
ating an cconomical boom in the
country

“I can’t imagine what it would be
like without the IRS.” he said.

Combest. who spoke for better
than an hour. also said he supported
the idea of using U.S. troops to
patrol the United States-Mcexico
border - helpig curb the influx ol
allegal dengs into the country.

“One of the biggest challenges 1

See COMBENST, Page 2

City hosts two
events for kids

The City of Hereford will
sponsor two Saturday events for
youngsters in the community -
holding a free fishing event from
8:30 a.m. to noon and an Easter
Egg Hunt beginning at 10:30
a.m.

The free fishing will be for
children ages 14 and under. It
will be held at the Aquatic
Center Lake, where 500 pounds
of trout have been stocked for
the event.

Eree hot dogs and drinks will
be served, and $50 savings
bonds will be awarded for the
biggest fish in two age divisions.
Children should bring their own
pole and container, and children
under 6 years of age must be
accompanied by an adult.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be
in Dameron Park, with young-
sters between the ages of 2 and
8 invited to participate.
Children should bring their own
baskets.
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U.S.“ Congressman Larry Combest answered questions

from a large crowd gathered in the Hereford Community
Center Wednesday morning for a town meeting.. Better
than 50 people attended the meeting. ‘

Mysterious couple
headed cult group

By RON HARRIS
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -
Marshall Applewhite, found dead
with 38 other suicide victims near
San Diego, was not always roaming
the West preaching about UFOs and
exhorting others to follaw him to
eternity.

Applewhite, 66, was considered
a gifted singer and likable music
professor in the 1960s who had
potential for a career on stage. His
69-year-old sister, Louise Winant of
Port Aransas, Texas, got a sinking
feeling when she heard of the mass
suicide.

“It’s not surprising,”” she told
Corpus Christi, Texas, television
station KRIS. ““He has so much
charisma, he can convince others of
almost anything.”

Asked if that included suicide, she
said, “‘Yes.”

Applewhitc was born in Spur,
Texas, the son of a Presbyterian
minister. He attended high school in
Corpus Christi and studied music at
the University of Colorado.

“He did a lot of work with
musicals,” retired professor Charles
Byers of Mesa, Ariz., told The
Denver Post. ““He was happy-go--
lucky, popular with students.”

Applewhite played the lead in
““South Pacific” and “Oklahoma™

atthe university, Byers said. Then he

A good time to be next door

Loren Barrick looks at the damage to his building after a truck backed into the front door
Thursday. Note sign on window: "Barrick Furniture has moved next door." Barrick Furniture
has two buildings on US-60 West and had moved to the one on the west side about a month
ago. An AgriPro Seed driver accidentally backed into the structure Thursday afternoon.

and hiswife wentto New York so'he
could become a professional singer.
They reportedly had two children.

“They broke up,’”” Byers said.
“He didn’t get the roles. He was
doing a lot of commercials, making
a living.”

In 1966, Applewhite was hired as
a music teacher at the University of
St. Thomas, a private Catholic college
in Houston. He sang 15 roles with the
Houston Grand Opera before leaving
in 1970, according to a New York
Times Magazine profile.

It was not long before his life took
a strange turn when he met a nurse
named Bonnie Lu Trusdale Nettles,
then about 44. Applewhite’s sister
said they met when her brother had
a ““near-death experience.”

““He had an illness in Houston and
one of the nurses there told him that
he had a purpose, that God kept him
alive,”” Ms. Winant said. *‘She sort
of talked him into the fact that this
was the purpose - to lead these people
- and he took it from there.”

The couple opened a store in
Houston called the Christian Arts
Center, selling information on
astrology and other religious-type
materials.

Soon they left to travel and
developed beliefs that they were
reincarnated aliens. Others followed,

‘See CULT, Page 2)
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* WASHINGTON - It’s up to a federal judge whether major parts of
the new immigration law take effect next week, as mandated by Congress.

- Civil rights
block the federal
to deport illegal
entry.

went to court Thursday in a last-ditch attempt to
from implementing policies making it easier
and turn away certain foreigners secking

AUSTIN - Just 17 percent of Texas students who took the Algebra

I end-of-course test last fall
Texas Education

Algebra | under
FLORES

passed. In assessing the poor showing, the
y noted Thursday that all students must now take
standards approved by the State Board of Education.

- A school principal’s teen-age daughter has been

sentenced to 20 years in prison for murdering her minister mother. State
District Judge Stella Saxon handed down the sentence Thursday after

W 17, pleaded no contest in a plea bargain.
, Va. - George Bush says he never raised campaign funds
htho“bﬂounoroffuedpatssuchuovemightsnysmemasa

- condition for fi

mhwmtkenlnvewdrot

nonmnmnn‘lbmmpnnm should have to pay some part of state
business taxes to help fund public schools. But a House committee late
Thursday decided to take sole proprietorships off the hook.

MERCEDES - An 87-year-old woman is accused of tampering with
a government record after she allegedly arranged for people to sign blank
at sentee ballots and then filled in the votes herself.

WASHINGTON - Two teams of researchers working independently
have identified a mutated gene that fosters aggressive forms of brain,

breast and

help identi

with stronger
JERUSALEM

cancer. Discovery of the gene may lead to a test to
cancers that are fast growing and which should be treated
y, researchers say in studies published today.
ven as U.S. mediator Dennis Ross scrambled to try

to save the colhpun peace process, Israel was moving large numbers
of police into Jerusalem as well as troops and snipers into the West Bank.

WASHINGTON - Providing health insurance to children looks to be
a winner on Capitol Hill this year, not to mention in the states, where
mmy

are considering new ways to cover millions of uninsured
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ALFRED M. NOLAND

March 27, 1997

Funeral services for Alfred
McCracken Noland, 86, are to be
conducted Saturday at 10 a.m. at the
First Baptist Church with Mike Sabo
officiating. Burial will follow in Rest
Lawn Memorial Park Cemetery north
of Hereford.

Funeral arrangements are with
Rector Funeral Home of Amarillo,
with services under the personal
direction of Dave Anderson of
Hereford. Mr. Noland died Thursday
morning at Hereford Regional
Medical Center.

Mr. Noland was born Sept. 18,
1910 in Floydada. He farmed in Deaf
Smith County for many years. He
married Emma Plunk at Clovis in
1939.

Mr. Noland was a 32nd degree
Mason, belonged to the Shriners and
worked with the Rainbow Girls for
many years. He was a member of
First Baptist Church.

He will lie in state in Kinsey
Chapel at First Baptist Church until
7 p.m. today.

Survivors include his wife, Emma;

three sons, Joe Don Noland and Jay
Noland of Hereford, and Bill Noland
of House, N.M.; one daughter, Janey
Allmon of Hereford; three brothers,
J.B. Noland of Summerfield, Jim
Noland of Amarillo, and Otho Noland
of Hereford; one sister, Eva
Lookingbill of Summerfield; eight
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.

WAYMON FEATHERSTON
March 27, 1997

Waymon Featherston, 85, of Tulia,
died Thursday.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Saturday
in Central Church of Christ, with the
Rev. Trey Morgan officiating. Burial
will be in Rose Hill Cemetery.
Arrangements are by Wallace Funeral
Home.

Mr. Featherston was born in
Everton, Ark. He attended and taught
schools in Western Grove, Ark. He
moved to Springfield, Mo., in 1931
and from Braums Business
College in 1933. He moved to
Amarillo in 1934 and worked for
International Harvester Implement
Co. as district manager until 1942,

During World War II, he served
in the Army. He moved to Hobbs,

N.M., in 1946 and operated Auto
Finance Co., then moved to Tulia in
1948 where he was an independent
IH dealer and areal estate broker for
20 years.

He was a member of the Tulia
Lions Club and a member of Central
Church of Christ. He also was past
president of the Tulia school board.

Mr. Featherston married Verna
Culpepper in 1941 in Hereford.

He was preceded in death by two
brothers, Joe Featherston and Charles
Featherston, and a sister, Dale Eiberg.

Survivors include his wife; a
daughter, Susan Featherston of
Dallas; a sister, Lois Cook of
Harrison, Ark.; and one grandchild.

The family requests memorials be
to Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch or High
Plains Childrens Home.

NAOMI D. WILLIAMS
March 27, 1997

Naomi Dorcas Williams, 90, of
Amarillo, formerly of Hereford, died
Thursday. ‘ .

Graveside services will be at 2
p.m. Saturday in Llano Cemetery
with Dr. David Evans of Trinity

Church , and the Rev. Richard
Holloway, minister of Paramount
Terrace Christian Church, officiating.

ements are by Schooler
Home Inc.

Mrs. Williams was born in Dallas
County and moved 1o Goodnight in
1912 where she graduated from high
school. She moved (o Hereford where
‘emmwrmhedandnn

a small general store. She lived in

County Line (Abernathy) from 1930
to 1951 when she moved to Amarillo.
She was a member of the Women of
the Mooses Lodge since 1951 and a
member of Trinity Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, D.O. Williams, who died in
1957, and a daughter, Bobbie
Goolsby, who died in 1973.

Survivors include two daughters,
Ella M. Seaton of San Diego, and
Judy A. Daniel of Amarillo; two sons,
Billy Jack Williams of Hereford, and
Gary Don Williams of Amarillo;
eight grandchildren; and 14 great
grandchildren.

The family requests memorials be

to the Crown of Texas Hospice or a
favorite charity.

Easter story is in The Book

Christians look to the Bible for the true meaning of Easter.
Many Hereford churches will conduct special Good Friday
services, and Sunday’s Easter programs are expected to attract

AUSTIN (AP) - Gov. George W.
Bush and state lawmakers have said
for months that all Texas companies
should have to pay some part of state
business taxcs to help fund public
schools.

But a House committee late
Thursday decided to take sole
proprietorships off the hook.

The Select Committee on Revenue
and Public Education Funding met
until just before midnight before
tentatively agreeing on a $5.7 billion
tix plan 1o pay for'cuts 16 16¢al schiol
property taxcs.

The plan, which requires public
hearings and a committee vote before
going to the full House, would up the
state’s share of school funding from
the current 47 percent to nearly 90
percent. That would force local
school property taxes down from an
average of $1.50 per $100 in valuc to
about 50 cents per $100 for residen-

tial property and $1 for business
property.

Bush has proposed a new business
tax, a higher sales tax and the use of
$1billion in additional state funds to
pay for a slightly smaller property tax
cut.

“I think a plan that delivers a
two-thirds property tax cut for
residential property is quite a plan,”
said Rep. Paul Sadler, D-Henderson,
chairman of the committee. ““You
have to be delighted with that.”

But the plan wasn’t easy to reach
and could be far from done.

Rep. Ric Williamson, R-Weather-
ford, objected to a provision replacing
local business property taxes with a
state property tax for school
operations because it would leave
business property subject to local
taxes for school buildings and debit.

“I thought we were trying to shift
the tax burden from capital intensive

CULT

and in 1975 the two received quite a
bit of attention when they convinced
25 Oregon people to sell their
belongings, leave their children and
trek to the Colorado desert to await
the arrival of a UFO.

One of them, Robert Rubin, 48,
who now works at a store in
Waldport, Ore., said the group soon
ran out of money.

“We went all around the United
States,” he told The Oregonian
newspaper. “‘We tested the (charita-
bility of the local) churches. We had
nothing. We left everything behind,
no money, no anything.”

Calling themselves ‘““Bo” and
“Peep,” “The Him and the Her,” or
“The Two,”” Applewhite and Nettles
described life as only a transition to
another, and the cnly way to make the
trip was to rid oneself of possessions.

“There were a lot of Biblical
references to what they did,”” Rubin
said. “Something out of Revelations.
.. They said when they did, a few
days later they’'d be taken off in
spaceships.”

Applewhite and Nettles called
their group Human Individual
Metamorphosis, or HIM, and
recruited members from California,
Colorado, New Mexico and Oregon.

Media attention and investigations by
police forced the group underground.

Robert Balch, a student who said
he infiltrated the cult during the
1970s, was quoted in James Lewis’
book oncultstitled ““The Gods Have
Landed.”

According to Balch, “Bo nd
Pecp’ used tocamp until they me
into an inheritance and then 1 _nted
homes in Denver and the Dallas-Fort
Worth area.

Balch said the group was
extremely secretive in the 1980s.
They were rarely heard from, and
Nettles died in 1985.

But in 1993, under the name of Total
Overcomers Anonymous, the group
ran a full-page advertisement in USA
Today entitled “UFO Cult Resurfaces
with Final Offer,” according to Balch.

“The ad focused primarily on the
group’s beliefs, which appeared to have
changed little in the last 18 years.
However, it had an apocalyptic tone
that was much more dramatic than
anything I had heard in 1975,” Balch
wrote.

“The earth’s present ‘civilization’
is about to be recycled - ‘spaded under.’
Its inhabitants are refusing to evolve.
The ‘weeds’ have taken over the garden
and disturbed its usefulness beyond
repair.”

(Emergency ServicesJ

Activities reported by law

enforcement agencics Friday:

POLICE DEPARTMENT

-- Theft of beer reported in the 500
block of South 25 Mile Avenue.

-- Burglary of acar reported in the
100 block of Higgins Street.

-- Damage to a car reported in the
300 block of Avenue D.

-- Damage to a pickup reported in
the 700 block of Avenue K.

-- Domestic disturbance reported
in the 400 block of West 2nd Street.

-- Damage to a suburban reported
in the 100 block of Aspen.

-- Theft of beer reported ... the 300
block of North 25 Mile Avenue.

-- Domestic disturbance reported
in the 400 block of Mable Street.

-- Vandalism reported in the 300
block of North 25 Mile Avenue.

-- Vandalism reported in the 400
block of Avenue B.

-- Forgery reported.

-- Assault reported with charges
being filed.

-- Theft of beer reported on South
Main.

-- 40-year-old male arrested for
public intoxication.

-- 34-year-old female arrested on
outstanding Deaf Smith County
warrant for theft by check.

-- Six citations issued.

-- One motor vehicle accident
without injuries.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
-- Two fire calls reported.

Photo by Mauri Montgomery

large crowds to worship services. Readers can find a listing
of some of the services on Page 4 of today’s paper. 'Ihcdcvoumal
‘page, Page 9, has a list of all local churches.

Panel agrees on tax plan to pay
for cuts to school property taxes

(businesses) to all of us,”” Williamson
said.

Sadler said no one anticipated the
state paying for construction of
school buildings or paying the debt
on those already built. He said all
businesses, not just those in capital
intensive industries, would have to
continue carrying that load.

For school operations, every type
of company except sole proprietor-
ships would be expected to pay the
state business . Currently, sole
proprietorships partnerships don’t
pay the franchise tax.,

Rep. Warren Chisum, R-Pampa,
said he wouldn’t support a plan
hitting family-owned businesses.

‘“Sole proprietorships are
absolutely the smallest businesses in
this state,”” he said.

The business tax would be the
greater of .25 percent of capital or4.5
percent of earned surplus.

Eamed surplus would include
compensation for principal officials.
But small companies would get a
break on that inclusion, taking off up
to $100,000 for each partner or
stockholder in companies with 35 or
fewer partners or stockholders.

The tax plan also would subject
many now untaxed goods and
services to the state sales tax.

Taken out of the list of proposed
laxes were a gas lax increase and a
3.25 percent sales tax on residential
use of natural gas and electricity.

Other proposed changes would
increase taxes on hotels and motels,
car rentals, tobacco products and
alcoholic beverages.

Bush never offered perks
as condition for donations

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) - George
Bush says he never raised campaign
funds in the White House or offered
perks such as overnight stays there as
a condition for political funds.

“Never, direct or indirect.
Never,”” the former president was
quoted as saying in an interview
published today in USA Today. “I
know that I never made one single
phone call or sat in any single
meeting where money was asked for -

ever - in the White House.”

President Clinton has been
criticized  over Democratic fund
raising at the White House, from
coffees with the president to Lincoln
Bedroom sleepovers for big-money
donors. Meantime, Vice President
Gore admitted that he made calls
from White House phones to solicit
contributions.

“I wouldn’t do it,” Bush said in
the interview. “There was never any
quid pro quo in terms of use of the
White House, staying in the White
House, anything to do with that, Air
Force One, Camp David - you name
|

Democrats contend that at least 24
finance-related events were held at
the Bush White House, including 10
receptions for donors called Eagles,
who contributed at least $15,000.

But Bush drew a distinction
between soliciting funds and
socializing with donors.

‘“Some say having the Republican
Eagles there was raising money. It
was not,”” he was quoted as saying.

Bush did not comment directly on

AUSTIN (AP) - The winning
Cash Five numbers drawn
Thursday by the Texas Lottery:

17-20-22-23-31

(seventeen, twenty, twenty--
two, twenty-three, thirty-one)

AUSTIN (AP) - The winning
Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday
by the Texas Lottery, in order:

7-1-4

(seven-one-four)

Clinton’s fund raising. But the former
president, who lives in Houston, did
say that from a distance, Washington
“looks awful and ugly.”

In other remarks, Bush said:

-Republican leaders rarely consult
with him and he does not confer “‘a
lot’” with Clinton. If he has advice for
Clinton, Bush usually goes through
top Clinton adviser Thomas ‘“Mack”’
McLarty. Bush also talks on the
telephone to Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright.

COMBEST———

think faces this country, and cven
more so0 for Texas, is that Mexico
has become a main freeway for
drugs into the U.S.,” said Combest,
who opposed Clinton's recent recer-
tification of the U.S.’s southern
neighbor. “We have always said we
have 1o use the military to control
the border if’ we don’t have cnough
border patrol. I can’t think of a bet-
tcr way to sece the government using
the military than to stop illegal
immigration and protect our borders
from illegal drug trafficking,” he
added.

Combest, who said his office
planned to go online via the Internet
in a matter of weeks, said there was
plenty of work remaining to work
out the kinks in the ongoing welfare
and medicaid affairs, and that he
expected for electrical deregulation
10 be approved this year.

THE HEREFORD BRAND
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Domino tourney
The Pilot Club sponsored at 42
tournament at the Hereford
Community Center. Proceeds
from the recent tournament,
which was the last tourney of
this season, will go toward the
Pilot Club’s special projects.
At left, Rosalie and Jelly
McGowan were the first place
winners. Mrs. McGowan also

. won the raffle for the jacket.

Below, John Bunch, Cindy
Karo, Jim Arney and Claudia
Smith enjoy a game of 42. Not
pictured were the second place
winners Diane Beavers, Linda
Adams, Edna Johnson and
Audry Powell.

Reader tells of personal romance

Dear Ann Landers: I love reading
the romantic stories in your column
about how people met. I hope you
will print my story because you are,
in a small way, involved.

After my discharge from the Army
in 1946, I started my own business.
Soon after, a young woman, recently
discharged from the Navy, asked for
a part-time job. She was attending
college on the G.I. bill. I hired her.

I was quite attracted to this young
woman, but she was determined to get
her college degree and had no interest
indating me, so I left her alone. After
she had been working for me for
several weeks, I gave heraride to the
local library because she needed some
books and it was on my way home.
I didn’t want to leave her there so late
at night, so I waited and asked her to
have dinner with me.

We talked a lot, and 1 was
impressed by her determination to
ezinacollege degree. While waiting
for our dinner, I surprised myself by
blurting out that I thought she was
remarkable and I would like to marry
her. She was just as surprised as | was
and replied, “I'm really quite an
ordinary person. Why in the world
would you want to marry me?”’ |
answered, “Because you are different
from all the women I've ever met,
and I have fallen in love with you.”

She warned me that I was taking
quite a chance but said she was
willing to take a chance, too. We
were married soon after. She
eventually eamed that college degree,
became a teacher and was much loved
by her students and their parents. We
were married for 48 wonderful years
-- until she died unexpectedly in
1995.

Last year, I noticed in your column
you mentioned the Women's
Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
which is being planned to honor
women who served in the armed
forces. I wrote to the foundation and

asked 1o have my wife’s name, Edna
Madeleine Head, included. I want to
thank you, Ann, for making this
tribute possible. If it hadn’t been for
you, I would not have known about
this memorial and would have misscd
the opportunity to honor the memory
of a wonderful woman. -- B.P.
DuBois, Boca Raton, Fla.

Dear B.P.: What a hcartwarming
letter. It was thoughtful of you to
register your wife’s name with the
Women's Memorial in Washington,
D.C. The dedication for the memorial
will take place in October of this
year, and the organizers are still cager
toregister women who served in our
country’s military. Service women,
their relatives or their friends can
write to: The Women’s Memorial,
Dept. 560, Washington, D.C.
20042-0560, or call 1-800-4--
SALUTE and request a registration
form. Do it today.

Dear Ann Landers: A while back,
you printed a letter from a reader
named Bettye Hawley. She said that
in the 1930s, she had taken a plane
trip. Her glove slipped off and landed
in the open zipper of the man seated
next to her who’d had one too many
drinks. Thinking the glove was his
shirttail, he tucked it into his pants
and zipped up. Bettye wrote, “‘I
almostdied.” You thought her story
was hilarious.

Well, I am the man who was seated
next to Bettye on that plane. Did my
wife find the glove? The answer is
“yes.” She did not believe my
explanation of how a woman’s glove
got inside my trousers. I was given
a choice -- divorce or separate
bedrooms. I chose divorce.

I now live in Oklahoma. I married
again and have two fine sons. By the
way, ever since that incident, I've had
nothing stronger to drink than
Coca-Cola. -- Happily Married in
Oklahoma
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and Pies
For Sale!

SCHWAN'S
SHOPPING DAY!!

For your shopping convenience...

SCHWAN'S Frozen Food Truck

will be parked at...
Family Dollar lot on Park Avenue

(across from St. Anthony's Church)

Easter Hams Saturday, March 29th from Dl
9:00 am to 6:00 pm
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Dear Oklahoma: Thanks for the
follow-up. Somc recaders may be
suspicious of your claim, but I belicve
you. The best part of your story is that
it got you off the sauce. Congratula-
tions.

Lonesome? Take charge of your
lifc and turn itaround. Write for Ann
Landers’ new booklet, ‘“How to
Make Friends and Stop Being
Lonely.” Send a sclf-addressed, long,
business-sizc envelope and a check

or money order for $4.25 (this .

includes postage and handling) to:
Friends, c/o Ann Landers, P.O. Box
11562, Chicago, I1l. 60611-0562. (In
Canada, send $5.15.)

(Hospital Notes)

Report from Hereford Regional
Medical Center on March 28:

Admissions: Eulene Stubbs,
Naomi Ortiz, Shelia Brannon, Carrie
Melear.

Discharges: None.

That He

Distinguished Leaders Society

Misty Peabody of Hereford was
inducted into the Texas Residence
Hall Association (TRHA) Society of
Distinguished Leaders at the TRHA
conference in Lubbock. :
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