;.‘ ) ‘ sunced the purchase of the Rockwall County News from
lishing, Inc., opening a new chapter in the life of the coun-
Jewspaper.

r "e in ownership became effective June 26.

will serve as publisher and editor, with Timothy W,
lsting The weekly newspaper’s office is located at 107
in Rockwall.

jett father-and-son team comes to Rockwall from the
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‘ntown isn’t always uptown, but with a little help, the old
11 go on a rebound — and that’s exactly what a few local gov-
5 are trying to do.

1a1s in Rockwall and Royse City are making historical pres-
1 apnonty through the state’s Main Street Program, a fund-
ledemgned to revitalize downtown areas in culturally rich
¥ tlcs. The idea is to supplement local budgets with funding
ling for preservation projects — a stark contrast to the devel-
miﬁﬂed'policics of most modern municipalities.

wntown, historically, used to be where everylhing happened
n nmty, and was the center of a town’s identity. Over the
Natchanged, and we'll probably never be able to go back to
sald Debra Farst, executive director for the Texas Main
W Pirogram, at a recent Rockwall City Council meeting. “And
gities in Texas, Rockwall runs the risk of losing that iden-
of the massive amount of growth headed your way.”
langes are as apparent here as anywhere else. Rockwall
 third-fastest growing county in the nation and the fast-
‘Texas, and Interstate 30 has provided the lifeblood of
ities for decades. As it expanded, the towns began to
8If infrastructure, and the county courthouse became too
as'the open spaces surrounding it became too tempting.
W, downtown areas see only a fraction of the government

Copyrlght 2008 Rockwall County News

R b e o e

West Texas city of Post, where it served in similar capacities at an-
other weekly, The Post Dispatch.

“We are dedicated to publishing a community newspaper packed
with news you won't find anywhere else,” Wes Burnett emphasizes.
“We are stewards of your newspaper, and we are determined to serve
our readers and advertisers with interesting and informative local
news, photography and features. We'll keep you informed, enter-
tained and challenged.”

Tim Burnett arrives in Rockwall with an accomplished photo-
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cal city governments aim for
storic preservation of downtowns

funding and attention received by the more populous suburbs — which
is exactly what the Main Street program hopes to combat.

By training a local supervisor and providing funding for proven
initiatives, the Main Street program can draw attention and tourists
to areas that provide local charm and specialized businesses beyond
the reach of most “big box™ retailers. It isn’t a “pot of gold,” Farst
said, but its programs can help level the playing field between new
developments and historical districts that would otherwise have a
hard time competing.

In Rockwall, which is in the middle of an expansive applica-
tion process, the potential program means something to the streets
and businesses encircling the old Rockwall County Courthouse. In
Royse City, which became a member last January, the zone means
something to the bulk of Main Street and the old courts building. And
Main Street programs mean something similar for the 88 other Texas
communities that belong to the program — and their businesses.

Working out of a 60- or 70-year-old building presents a variety
of challenges. Roofs collapse, bricks begin to decay and there is
hardly any space for billboards or advertisements. Parking an SUV
in a space designed for horse-drawn carriages also requires special
dedication, as just about any Rockwall resident can attest.

But for those vendors that do remain there, the benefits can out-
weigh the isolation and maintenance woes. Downtowns have a char-
acter that generic developments lack, the architecture is designed for

walking rather than driving and

most visitors prefer local and
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_gllops and restaurants.
aff photo by Tim Burnett

‘owntown Rockwall includes the active Cou"thouse (left) with a variety of professional of-

historic businesses every chance
they get.

The trick is to draw them
there, through promotions and
preservation campaigns that the
vendors themselves typically
cannot afford. The Main Street
Program, they say, is one way to
accomplish just that.

“People don’t come to
Rockwall to shop in the big
box stores, they have those in
their own town. They’re look-
ing for uniqueness, and they’re
looking for charm,” said Janice
Hill, owner of Texas Traditions,
across the street from the
County Courthouse. “At times, I
think about moving because of
the parking problems. But then
I take a walk around the square
and remember why I wouldn’t
want to be anywhere else.”

,,,,,,,,

Newsstand Price 50¢

N ,:' 4ckwall County News local ownership announced this week

3y W, Burnett, manager of Texas Media Enterprises, L.L.C.

graphic portfolio.

“Tim is an outstanding news and feature photographer, and we
are greatly pleased he has agreed to join us in this exciting opportu-
nity,” Wes Burnett said. v

“In a city this dynamic, we'll need lots of help,” Wes Burnett
said. “We encourage our readers to submit news items and photo-
graphs. Tim will coordinate local news and sports photography. We
also seek community and sports correspondents interested in broad-

ening our news coverage.”
(Continued on Page 3)
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'News Briefs

Lunch Bunch
Rockwall County Republican Lunch Bunch will meet at 11 301

L a.m. July 2 at 1Luigi’s Italian Cafe. The cost is $10 which includes |
! lunch, beverage, tax and tip. Pay at the door. Reservations are not|

required. This is an informal social gathering and is open to all area|
Republicans. For information call Leon Tuttle at 972-771-6874.
Rockwall County Library
The Rockwall County Library will be closed for the 4th July on!
' Friday and Saturday, July 4-5. The library will reopen on Monday, |

' July 7 at 10 a.m.

| Library Closing
The present Rockwall County Library will be closed as ofll
Monday July 21 and will open in the new location on Sept. 8.
. Summer Reading Club
5 Registration for the summer reading clubs for children, teens|
and adults is still under way. The clubs will run through July 11
Prizes are available for all clubs.
;' Teen Percussion Party
Professional drummer Mark Shelton will entertain the Rockwall
’ County Library Teens with several different percussion instruments
| followed by a jam session on July 11. Pizza and prizes follow.
} Lady Hawks BB Camp
!  The Rockwall-Heath Lady Hawks and coach Donna Walker wullu
be holding a summer camp July 14-17 for girls in grades 4-9. Thel
cost is $80 and will include a camp t-shirt and basketball. For more |
information, please call Donna Walker (903) 826-3416. !
; Soccer Tryouts s
| Soccer tryouts for Texas pride FC, Girls U13 Select Soccer will |
| be held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., July 7-13. Open practice will be|
10ffered from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. June 23-26. For more information, |
! visit their Web site at www.leaguelineup.com. _,
f Shoes for Kids :
Shoes for Kids is holding a fundraiser from 5 to 9 p.m. June|
1 | 26 at Joe Willy's. A percentage of the sales from that night will be |
| used to raise money for underprivileged children in the Hockwalt;
l and Royse City school districts. !
Library Closing }
The Rockwall County Library will be closing the present facility |
onJuly 21. The library will reopen on Sept. 8 at 1215 E. Yellcv.».qacketI
Lane. !
' PARD Activities :
Registrations are currently being taken for youth and adult]
| programs offered by the Rockwall Parks and Recreation Department. |
| (972) 771-7740 or register for a program by stopping by The Center, :
| 108 E. Washington or mailing the registration form in the Fun Guide |
to 108 E. Washington, Rockwall, 75087.
Meals On Wheels -
Meals on Wheels needs volunteers. They have added a new|
1 route and due to the rapid population growth, have more seniors |
|to serve. The programs have never had a waiting list and they|
hope to be able to help the elder community with the assistance of'
| volunteers. 972-771-9514.
Preschool Moms
Mothers of Preschoolers at First Baptist Church in Rockwall meets |
| twice a month Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Membership is |
open to all mothers with children through kindergarten. Membership |
based on child-care availability. 972-771-8459 or visit www.mops. |
org. |

]
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(Continued on Page 2)
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"'“‘OWn Royse City is lined with brightly “""rcd o d“p]a‘s
*‘ﬂphoto by Tim Burnett

Lakeshore Church was host to the sixth annual Freedom Fest last Sunday evening. The
event included lots of fun and games for children of all ages.

Staff photo by Tim Burnett
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Rockwall City Council
gears up for 2009 budget

by Marcus Funk

The Rockwall City Council has made progress toward finalizing
next year's budget, but the latest steps are small compared to the
leaps and bounds planned later this month.

On Monday night, the council met with the Budget Committee
to review plans for the full-fledged financial plan and discuss a
handful of issues that could shape the final proposal. The meet-

P

ing was brief, especially by Rockwall standards, and foreshadows a
much larger process and at least one marathon session in the coming
weeks.

“The executive session lasted about an hour and a hclf, but the
meeting itself only lasted about 15 minutes,” said Rockwall Mayor
Pro Tem Cliff Sevier. “The budget process goes on for a couple of
months, and there's an all-day workshop about it coming up soon.”
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Leather
--_Lane,Recliner

motor massage

Brown or
Burgundy

Limited Time Only

x

PLUS

TRAYLOR

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Since 1966

Bedrooms, Mattresses,
Living Rooms, Sofa and
Recliners, Dining Rooms,
All Drastically Reduced

PLUS
FREE SALES TAN!

That's Right! Traylor's will pay your sales tax on your entire purchase

Let us deliver and set up your furniture for FREE!

No Down Payment! No Payments! No Interest!*

Downtown Terrell
221 W. Moore (Hwy 80)

972-563-3453

*With Approved Credit. See store for details.

(Continued from Page 1)

Community Prayer

True Worshippers Christian
Ministries will meet for a
community prayer and Bible
study Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at
2830 Tangleglen Drive. 972-
722-2634.

DAR

DAR meets on the first
Saturday of every month
fram October through May.
If interested in membership,
please call Laverne
Ketsherside, Royse City 972-
635-6626, Faye Heil, Rockwall
972-771-3033; or Pat Brown,
Terrell 972-563-5559.

Gold Cards
Gold Cards are available to
Royse City ISD residents who
are 65 or older. The cards allow
'I free admission to all home
n sale athletic events. Call or visit the
ol Royse City ISD administration
Office to pick up your card. 972
636-2413.
First Presbyterian Church
First Presbyterian Church of
Rockwall located at 602 White
Hills (by Wal-Mart) has new
summer hours with worship
from 9:45-10:45 a.m. followed
by fellowship from 10:45 to
11:15 a.m. and Sunday School
from 11:15 to noon.

Patriot PAWS

Individuals can make a
donation to Patriot PAWS
by joining the Tom Thumb
Good Neighbor program. A
percentage of each purchase
will ' 'be  'donated 'to the
organization. Card holders
also are eligible for 10 cents off
per gallon on gas for every $50
spent at the store.

Fireworks in the Park

The Josephine VFD would
like to invite the public to its
annual Fireworks In The Park
Fundraiser. The event begins
at 4 p.m. June 28. Tickets are
$8 for adults and $4 for kids
under 12 for all you can eat
brisket and all the trimmings.
For information on craft booths,
call Julie brooks at 214 347-
296. For information on the
pageant, call Melissa Peralez
at 214 437-932. The event also
will feature games, crafts, raffle
and a live band (Clay Potter).
Bring a lawn chair.

Welcome

To Town

FAMILY VISION CENTER

ACTION COACH

{ o, 1 ® & g
BRI = ' 0 2 { .‘ B |l ‘

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were recently held for Action Coach, 3926
Zion Road, Garland * 224-295-6548. As the world of business moves
faster and becomes more competitive, having a Business Coach is no
longer a luxury; it has become a necessity. Based on the sales, market-
ing and business management systems created by Brad Sugars, your
ActionCOACH is trained to not only show you how to increase your
business revenues and profits but also how to develop your business so
that you as the owner can work less and relax more.

RIDING CLUB RD. MINI STORAGE

P

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were recently held for Family Vision
Center, 3002 Horizon Road, Rockwall * 972-722-1000. Famiry Vision

Center provides vision assessment, fitting glasses and contact lenses,
and diagnosing eye disorders.

TEXAS BACK INSTITUTE

i o - iL i SRk
Ribbon cutting ceremonies were recently held for Riding Club Road
Mini Storage, 2416 Riding Club Road, Rockwall. They provide you
with a clean, ready-to-rent unit with helpful advice to ensure that you
are completely satisfied.

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were recently held for Texas Back Institute,
1005 Ralph Hall Parkway, Rockwall * 972-772-8767. Texas Back
Institute is one of the largest freestanding spine specialty clinic in the
United States. They have world-renowned surgeons and conservative
care specialists, state-of-the-art diagnostic and treatment services and
customized patient care that encourage non-surgical alternatives.

Monday’s meeting was the latest in a series of co
consultations about the budget. The groups met in lau
cuss expectations and plans for the process itself, whi
ous ordeal for cities across the state. It is also a major a
both the state and federal government, and it occupic
amount of time whenever the Legislature or Congre

sion.

Like the higher-profile legislators, the hope amon
members is that planning meetings early in the proce
the likelihood of miscommunication or confusion w)
are dissected, piece by piece, during the intensive

quired by state law.

Sevier said those hearings will begin soon. The ne:
Monday, will focus on regular business — but after that.
summer will be devoted to the budget process. The se:

and open to the public.

Sigrid Jackson receives
Americanism Medal

Sigrid Jackson, of Rockwall,
recently received the DAR
Americanism Medal award
from The National Society of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution, Captin Molly Corbin
Chapter.

Jackson is a real estate pro-
fessional in the Rockwall office
of Coldwell-Banker Residential
Brokerage-Dallas/Fort Worth and
resides in Rockwall.

According to DAR, the
Americanism Medal is given
to adults, naturalized American
Citizens, having displayed the
requisite qualification of trust-

worthiness, service, leadership and patriotism.

The DAR is a nonprofit volunteer women'’s service: i
dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving America Jis§
securing America’s future through better education for i

Private Grant Tuma com
Marine Corps boot camp

Private Grant Austin Tuma,
20, of Rockwall graduated from
United States Marine Corps boot
camp at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego on June 27,
2008.

Private Tuma successfully
completed 13 weeks of inten-
sive basic training at MCRD
San Diego and Camp Pendleton
as one of 55 recruits in Train
Platoon 104.

Following ten days of home
leave, Tuma will report to Camp
Pendleton for one month of
Military Combat Training fol-
lowed by Military Occupation

and Jill Tuma of Ro
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:

better results in less time.

It's time to get started. , S
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« King (cente: ) congrntulates Wesley W. Burnett (Ic
iews from MET Publishing

ing Director Jeff Jordan (right).
1 by Alison Walker, Terrell Daily Tribune

ft of l\mg) following official transfer of ownership of the Rockwall
Inc. to Texas Medial E nterprises, LLC. Joining in the June 26, 2008 ceremony were
i ’ m ‘blishing Inc.’s Don Jones (left), Tim Burnett, Terrell Tribune Publisher Bill Jordan (right of King) and Tribune

uett said he believes “the future is very bright for
B unty and for the Rockwall County News, and we are
: | pand our coverage and publication frequency as the
Pl ads. Our job is to satisfy the needs of our readers and
g s

‘er to North Texas, the publlsher was born in Bonham
5 youthful summers with family in Fannin County.
Liwnsville, Wes Burnett recalls that home was always in
Las.

TWomen's service feher always called Ladonia her home. and our close

reserving Americageily in this area sealed that into our hearts and minds,”
tter education for q

ma com
0t camp

pecialty school at §

food, Missouri.
Tuma is the sog
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'of Roy Edwin Burnett of Gober and Helen Juanita
idonia, Wes Burnett graduated from Brownsville High
39; attended Texas A&M two years; married Patsie R,
. Spring in Bryan on June 10, 1961: joined the U.S. Air
berved on active duty as an information specialist and
ation Officer until the summer of 1972.
Lisnewspaper career at the Bryan Daily Eagle, Burnett
i§ base newspaper editor at several Air Force assign-
"2 he returned to civilian occupation as an advertising

d‘
;_.- stint in New Iberia, La., Burnett joined two West
bin forming a small newspaper group, serving as
Sonora (The Devil’s River News), Stephenville (The
fir), Dublin (The Dublin Progress) and in Ballinger
2dger). He and his wife, Pat, purchased The Post
mber 1982.

@saying goodbye to so many friends and co-workers
‘ LPOst,” Wes Burnett said, “but when God gave us the
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www.texasleadershipb

one box of personalized bank-stock checks LTEl

managcr with Harte Hanks Newspapers in Bryan and -

8 1B 1ust got*tbetter*
. For a limited time, we will
give you up to $100 when you
open any new checking account

- You choose the account, we pay

» Free first order of bank- stock checks
« Free online banking and Free bill pay

iowall County News under new ownership...

(Continued from page 1)

opportunity to live and work in Rockwall, and we already knew what
a dynamic city this is, there was no doubt in our minds that this was
the right thing to do.

“This is my belief ... that God has called us to this place, to serve
him and praise him,” Wes Burnett said. “Before our friend Rollie
Hyde first called in January 2007 to encourage us on this new chapter
in our lives, we had no intention of leaving Post.

But then we came to Rockwall one weekend for a closer look,
Other visits through the years were short stops on the way to and
from West Texas. That visit in February 2007 opcnut our eyes, and
we could see that God was showing us the way.”

Over the past 18 months, Wes Burnett said he asked several peo-
ple. during visits to Rockwall, to “give me one reason not to move to
Rockwall. Everyone who answered that question said something like
‘the traffic jams are terrible.’

“I thought that response was reason enough to make the move.”
Wes Burnett said. “Then we turned it over to God to put all the pieces
together.”

Several individuals played a part in finalizing the deal, Wes
Burnett said.

“Our special thanks to media broker Rollie Hyde, to MET
Publishing, Inc.’s Clyde King and Don Jones and to the very dedi-
cated staff at the Terrell Tribune, especially publisher Bill Jordan for
his generous and considerate cooperation.

“We are honored and privileged to be given the opportunity to
serve this community,” Wes Burnett added, “and we invite you to
stop by our office, it’s just off Goliad a couple of blocks north of the
Ridge Road and Goliad intersection.”

The newspaper’s phone numbers are 972-722-2099;
2199 and web site rockwallcountynews.com continues.
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Air Conditioning, Power
Windows Power Locks,
Power Sunroof, Anti-Lock
Brakes, Am/Fm/Cd And
Much More! g208020

Was 518,075

A MORE INTELLIGENT
LUXURY SEDAN.

2007

6 Passenger Seating, Alloy Wheels,
On-Star Tum-By-Turm Navigation
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NEW OFFICE HOURS:

e TAK SERVIGE

Tuesday 10-6
422 1-30,

Habla Espanol
972-636-3278

Wednesday 10-6
311 W. Moore, Terrell
972-524-4431
Thursday 10-6
616 Whitehills, Rockwall
469-698-9988

Royse City -

www.jacksonhewitt.com

BLUE CANYON
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3
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— Plus...

BLUE(ANYON|

KITCHEN & TAVERR <

ata glance...

Prime Rib Dinner $r499
Sea Wolf Dinner Cruise
Reservations required

| IR Sunday Buffet Brunch 11

11| All the Crabs You Can Eat
|- TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
Date Night s27.99
Dinner for 2 includes dessert for the
babysitter / Special Menu
— THURSDAY
| Concert Series with Dinner to Go
| Cool foods Tor a picnie or dine in
— THE WEEKEND
Live Entertainment
On the Patio and in the Tavern
Happy Hour Sunday-Wednesday,
4-7pm. Tapas Menu $8.00-512.00

At the Harbor /| 2101 Summer Lee Dr., Suite 109 | Rockwall, TX
Reservalions Recommended ~ DINNER HOURS: SUN-THUR: 5-10PM | FRI-SAT: 5-11PM

214.771.3512

www.bluecanyonrestaurant.com
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banks refunded each month
« The best personal service in town
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It is the mission of this newspaper to promote the rights of
indivdiduals, guided by the principles so eloquently described
in the American Declaration of Independence. The right of life,
liberty and ownership of property are the cornerstone for our
freedom. Government's sole purpose is to enhance our liberty
and freedom. Therefore, we hold every elected and appointed
agent of government accountable to that standard.

T;l Member Texas Press
Association 2008
Obama’s advantage

by Bill O'Reilly

Right now, the smart money is betting the next president of the United States
will be named Obama, and dollars are the primary reason why. As you may have
heard, the senator has flip-flopped on public campaign financing and now says
he will not accept it, even though he once thought it was a swell idea.

The government set taxpayer-based funding for presidential candidates at
$85 million because, the wisdom went, it would prevent fat cats in the private
sector from donating big dollars to influence a potential POTUS. But, like the
military,it's voluntary — and Obamais no longer interested in signing up,even
though John McCain says he will.

That’s because, in his defeat of Hillary Clinton, Obama raised about $300
million — and his campaign believes he can raise another $300 million before
the vote next November. Of course, that is an astounding amount of cash and
puts Obama light years ahead of McCain's paltry $85 million.

Money might not be able to buy true love, but it can certainly buy TV and
radio airtime, an army of mercenary consultants and legions of staff members
in every state. Add in the fact that the media generally love Barack Obama,
generously giving him positive news coverage, and you can see some dark clouds
on the horizon for McCain. :

So, it seems like Obama has everything going his way right now. The Bush
administration is unpopular, the economy is tanking, and his opponent is 71
years old. Yet,according to Gallup tracking polls this week,Obama and McCain
are tied. . .

As Obama supporter P. Diddy might say: What's up with that?

Despite his charisma, his appeal to young Americans and the support of a
frenzied liberal media, millions of working-class Americans, primarily white,
remain a bit skeptical of the young senator from Illinois. That’s what’s up, my
man.

McCain has earned respect by his war service and longtime Senate record.
You mightnot agree with him, but there’s no question he has served his country
faithfully.

Compared to McCain, Barack Obama is new to national public service —
and his record troubles some voters. In a largely traditional country, Obama is
considered by the National Journal as the most liberal senator on the Hill. Not
a great thing in many precincts.

The world is avery dangerous place, and the next president will be intensely
challenged. We are talking life and death, prosperity or decline: Many voters
understand the stakes and are keeping their options open.

That, of course, is a good thing. Money and the media should not decide the
nextelection. The wisdom of the regular folks should. Both Obama and McCain
would be smart to figure that out.

Veteran TV news anchor Bill O'Reilly is host of the Fox News show “The
O’Reilly Factor” and author of the book “Who's Looking Out For You?" To
find out more about Bill O’ Reilly, and read features by other Creators Syndicate
writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate web page at
www.creators.com.This column originates on the Web site www billoreilly.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 BillOReilly.com.
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by Walter E. Williams

Why is it that mankind enjoys cell phones, computers and airplanes today
but not when King Louis XIV was alive? The necessary physical resources to
make cell phones, computers and airplanes have always been around, even when
caveman walked the Earth. There is only one answer to why we enjoy these
goodies today and not yesteryear. It's the growth in human knowledge,
ingenuity along with specialization and trade that led to the industrialization,
coupled with personal liberty and private property rights.

For most of mankind’s existence, he has been self-sufficient and spent most
of his time simply eking out a living. In pre-industrial societies, and in some
places today, the most optimistic scenario for the ordinary person was to be
able to eke out enough to meet his physical needs for another day. With the rise
of industrialization and development of markets, and the concomitant rise in
human productivity that yielded seemingly ceaseless economic progress, it was
no longer necessary for mankind to spend his entire day to meet his physical
needs. People became able to satisfy these needs with less and less time. This
made it possible for more people to have the time to read, become educated in

the sciences and liberal arts, gain more knowledge and become more productive.
The resulting wealth also enabled them the opponuﬁily to develop spiritually
and culturally through attending thearts and participate imothertife activities
that were formerly within the purview of the rich.

Contrary to the myths we hear about how overpopulation causes poverty,
poor health,unemployment, malnutrition and overcrowding , human beings are
the most valuable resource and the more of them the better. There is absolutely
no relationship between high populations and economic despair. For example,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, formerly Zaire , has ameager population
density of 22 people per square kilometer while Hong Kong has a massive
population density of 6,571 people per square kilometer. Hong Kong is 300
times more crowded than the Congo. If there were any merit to the population
control crowd’s hysteria, Hong Kong would be in abject poverty while the
Congo flourishes. Yet Hong Kong's annual per capita income is $28 000 while

he ultimate ;

1000 1n

flivall Women’

resour

the Congo’s is $309, making it the world’s poorest count: ! hosled‘ i
What are the chances for the United States to become o s £holarsfip A
population census has us at 304 million. How many morrjegs Rockwall High
handle? I don’t have an answer, but here are a couple of faclilss High an
have a ways to go before we have to worry about overpoy fish schoz)ls'
areas, any community of at least 2,500 people, cover less tHigg§ ° it of th
U.S.’s 2.3 billion acre land mass. The world’s population Sill" PP’
means if the entire world’s population were putinto the U S. gmmunity, [h_c &
have about a third of an acre. Nobody is talking about p-angeeated $130,00
population in the U.S. It is merely to suggest that neither the: il to high schoc
1S running out of space. ear, according b
Population controllers have a Malthusian vision of tH§ rcl ey
population growth as outpacing the means for people to cz i 4y
Mankind’s ingenuity has proven the Malthusians dead wr-goff? ~ "c¢/Pient
mankind’s ingenuity, we can grow increasingly larger quant; on Gallowa,
and less land. The energy used, per dollar of GDP, has bee 8@ Jessica Crabtre:
again getting more with less, and that applies to most othe! . Kali Katzmai
goods and services, Grius |
The greatest threat to mankind’s prosperity is governmen
is Zimbabwe's increasing misery. Like our country, Zimbabw :
agriculture sector, so much so it was called the breadbasket (il Andrew Your
Today, its people are on the brink of starvation as a result «
It’s the same story in many countries — government
mankind’s natural tendency to engage in wealth-producing
poverty on overpopulation not only lets governments
encourages the enactment of harmful policies.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at George
To find out more about Walter E. Williams and read features:
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators Synd!
Www.crealors.com.

COPYRIGHT 2008 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.
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Barack Obama: The Peace Candidg

by Sheldon Richman

Why would anyone think that presumptive Democratic presidential nominee
Barack Obama is the peace candidate?

True, before President Bush sent an invasion force to Iraq and before Obama
was in the Senate, he made a speech saying intervention would be a mistake.

Butafter the invasion,in 2004, he said he wasn 't sure how he would have voted
when the resolution authorizing Bush to use force to overthrow Saddam
Hussein came before the Senate. Since being in the Senate, he has voted to
continue the occupation.

That doesn’t sound much like a peace candidate, does it?

Obama has made speeches and written articles demonstrating his full embrace
of the interventionist policy that has characterized the U.S. government’s
approach to the world for many years.

What's truly frightening is that Obama doesn’t seem to realize that U.S.
foreign policy has been interventionist. Forexample, he said, “We cannot afford
to be a country of isolationists right now. 9/11 showed us that try as we might
toignore the rest of the world, our enemies will no longerignore us. And so we
need to maintain a strong foreign policy, relentless in pursuing our enemies and
hopeful in promoting our values around the world.” (Emphasis added.)
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In the last hundred years, when have “we" ignored the rest
administrations have been interfering in Middle Eastern aff!
50 years.They have been interfering in Latin Americaeven lo
takes a close look with an open mind would know that 9/11 w
of U.S.interventionism,notisolationism, which is a smear w«
opposes invading other countries doesn’t mean he oppos
cultural relations with them. The great liberals of history (whe
freedom and minimum government) favored peace and free:

Fear of nonintervention is something Obama has expressed|!
August 2007 Foreign Affairs he wrote, “After Iraq, we may |
inward. That would be amistake. The American moment is n¢
be seized anew. We must bring the war to a responsible end ax
leadership — military, diplomatic, moral — to confront
capitalize on new opportunities.”

Those are not the words of peace candidate. Obama has ¢
the need for the United States to project its power around

He has made it clear that he supports wars that are not stric: 5]9 |.30 R
has expressed admiration for the first President Bush’s warag » RO
we use force in situations other than self-defense, we should 2,
to garner the clear support and participation of others — theji In Bus
sharing and support President George H.W. Bush mustered be
Operation Desert Storm.” _

Obama engages in the same fear-mongering that we have g¢
to with George W. Bush. Obama says, “This century’s thre:
dangerous and in some ways more complex than those we hz
the past. They come from weapons that can kill on a mass scal
terrorists who respond to alienation or perceived injustice
nihilism. They come from rogue states allied to terrorists and fr
that could challenge both America and the international fouss
democracy.”

Again, he shows no understanding that it is intervention
democracy,” that makes Americans targets. He's fallen for tl
“they hate us because we are free.”

Even parts of the U.S. government know that is nonsense. A
Defense Science Board put it in 2004, “Muslims do not hate |
rather, they hate our policies.”

And Osama bin Laden himself said that same year, “Contr:
says and claims — that we hate freedom — let him tell us tl
not attack Sweden?”

With Obama in the White House, we could look forward to
military adventures: “‘We have heard much over the last six '
America’s larger purpose in the world is to promote the spre

agree.

With a peace candidate like that, who needs a warmonger’

Sheldon Richman is senior fellow at The Future of Freed:
author of Tethered Citizens: Time to Repeal the Welfare State, ¢
Freeman magazine. Visit his blog “Free Ass
www.sheldonrichman.com

Government is created to SEC!
the rights of individuals ... any gove 45
which fails to uphold our constitutio!

does not deserve our suppo!
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slody East explained
ew store would be a
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with mostly upscale
lise generously do-
Helping Hands by the

Viore from Rockwall

“We are so pleased and ex-
cited to offer our friends in the
Royse City area a more conve-
nient location to shop and ex-
perience the great bargains our
Thrift Store has to offer every
day,” East said.

: Located in a strip  shop-
PIng center near the Family
Dollar Store on the north side
of Interstate-30 service road,
the Thrift Store will be open
Tuesday through Saturday from
10 am. until 4 p.m.

Rockwall County Helping
Hands is a non-profit organi-
zation that provides residents
short-term assistance in times
of crisis. Along with the Thrift
Store, the agency offers referral
services and a food pantry,

The Health Center at
Helping Hands provides health-
care for low-income residents
and to people with no health
isurance or high insurance de-
ductibles.

Helping Hands accepts fi-
nancial donations from the
community in order to continue
assisting people in need. At this
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Nathan Ennis, Andrew Hester,
and Jose Zaldivar.

This year’s Charity Ball,
sporting the theme “A Crown
Affair,” was the most success-
ful in league history, according
to the press release.

In addition to the $130,000
invested in local students. the
Rockwall Women’s League

m’!ﬂlmmiﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂdmwmaggj
unty Helping Hands
ns new thrift store jn Royse City |

his year, according to

thusian vision of ARG also presented $40,000 i.n
ean for pople gl HESS release. 5 grants to several local chari-
falthusians dead srof AISEP recipients  table organizations this year,

asingly larger quantif '! Mason  Galloway, For more information
llar of GDP, has beca s, Jessica Crabtree, about the league. visit the or-

pplies o modoberWSille. Kali Katzman,

[ 1 : ¥ .II adney, ZﬂChaI'y .
erity I goy’emmen: T ' -
rcountry Zimbabyf ner Rottman, Travis
ed the breadbasket 2, Andrew Young,

arvation as a result g
5 — govemment
wealth-producing a
lets governments 8
licies.

onomicsat George
1 and read features
the Creators SyndiSSss

ganization’s Web site at rock-
wallwomensleague.org.

DICATE, INC.

1dida

¢ ignored the res! (g
Middle Eastem affg8
tin Americaevenlog
Id know that 9/11¥
whichisasmear W
't mean he OPPOS
rals of history (Whe
)mdpcaccmdfm
ymahasexpresdy
flerIrag, We ma)"
ricanmoment ST
responsiblecnd’
] — 10 confronl

-
ng -

e Fax/Copies

¢ Volume Copying

e Mail Box Rental
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Heat Tolerant Plants

Texas Sage ¢ Zinnias
Begonias ® Yuccas
Sedum ¢ And More'!

Located at
4571 State Hwy. 276, Rockwall
4 miles East of Hwy. 205

972.771.6025
fax 972.772.9000

time, the Royse City store will

not be able to accept donations. |

For more information
about the new Thrift Store and
Helping Hands, the commu-
nity is invited to call 972-771-
HELP.
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Rosie Ortiz

Amy Parks
Elementary school

hosts May carnival

Amy Parks Elementary in
Heath was transformed into an
old-time carnival on May 30.

The event included booths
for face painting and games of
skill, bounce houses, human
Foosball and a giant Velcro
wall. Free snow cones, nachos,
popcorn and hot dogs were
served, sidelining a silent art
auction that featured art works
created by each class.

- Principal Dan Crawford al-
lowed a handful of lucky stu-
dents to shave his head, while
the "assistant principal, Carla
Bennett, allowed her hair to
be spray painted red, white
and blue in celebration of the
school’s exemplary TAKS
scores.

The activities were or-
ganized by PTO president
Jennifer Hickman as a means
of thanking parents for another
successful school year.

'EAsT Texas DentaL T s .

D.D.S.

Smiles are contagious.
A smile increases
your face value.
Smiles are best when
they are shared.

For all your
family dental needs
including orthodontics

Rockwall, Texas 75032

Danette McNew,

1300 E. Ralph Hall Pkwy., Ste. 114

AssISTING ScHooL, LLC

Externship Follows

1300 E. Ralph Hall Pkwy., Ste. 114
Rockwall, Texas
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20% OFF ALL KENMORE" &
KENMORE ELITE APPLIANCES |

Excludes compoct refrigeration, sewing machines, dehumiditiers, water heaters ond Greot Price ftems. Ofter valid thru 7/5/2008,

10% OFF ALL OTHER APPLIANCE BRANDS

Excludes Elactrolux, clossouts and Great Price tams.

PLUS 12 MONTHS, NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS

ON ANY APPLIANCE OVER $399 WITH YOUR SEARS CARD & i

Ofter applies lo any oppliance over $399 afer discounts ond coupons when you usé a qualltying Sears card
and if paid In full witin 12 monins and account is kept In good stonding. Offer good hru 7/5/2008,
See our Important Customer Information below for Imporiant Deferred Interest details. Excludes Ouliet Stores.

OR FREE DELIVERY

AFTER ONLINE OR MAIL-IN REBATE ON ANY APPLIANCE OVER $399

Free standard locol delivery on any oppliance over $399 affer discounts and coupons. Standord delivery Includes delivery
v/iihin 1he local delivery area-Mon. fhru Fri. and dellvery not requiring additional services o tire. Outside local delivery area,
Ccustomer pays on oddifional charge. Rebate volues, local areos ond addifional charges vary. Maximum rebate value $75.
See store for delalls. Excludes KiichenAld® bufll-in refrigeration ond Outlet Stores.

Offer good thru 7/5/2008. See sears.com for onling rabate details.
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Excludes Great Price fems and closeouts.

Excludes closeouts.

PLUS
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WITH YOUR SEARS CARD i .2

Excludes Outlat Slores.

ALL CRAFTSMAN'

ALL KENMORE" GAS GRILLS ON SALE AND 30% OFF ALL OUTDOOR FURNITURE

NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS
ON TOTAL LAWN & GARDEN, GAS GRILL OR
OUTDOOR FURNITURE PURCHASES OVER $299

Ofier applies fo combined lown & gorden purchases over $299, gos gnill purchases
over $289 or puldaor fumiture purchases over $289 afler discounts and coupons
when you use o qualltying Sears card and it pald In full vithin 12 monhs and
acoount I kepl in good slanding, Offer good Mhru 7/5/2008. Sé2 our Impodant
Customer Information bekow for imporiant Daterred Inferest delolls

POWER LAWN & GARDEN ON SALE

Excludes closeouls and occessorias. While quantifies last

SHOP
EARS.COM

PICK.UP IN
OUR LOCAL
SEARS STORE

Owned and Operated by Ken Chadwick
1131 Ridge Rd.
(972) 771-9753)

Mon. - Sat. 9:00 - 7:00 ¢ Sunday 10:00 - 3:00

 Excludes Aaska.

ROCKWALL

Important Deferred | Promotional Offer Details; FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of purchase at the regular purchase rate in effect
frnc:mhrrgllftlme 5:Dnlfgﬁgmw FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the

tional period or if you default under your card agreement. Making the minimum monthiy paymmt' will not pay off your promotional puwhase in time to avoid FINANCE
gmss_. With credit ag{?r‘:m!, for qualifying purchases made on a Sears card {Stgars Cpmmtma! One ‘ and Seafs Home Impuwgnwn; Ammt # accounts cxg:lsxk.d lujlcm
olherwise indicated) Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject fo change without notice. May not be combined with any other credit promotional
offer. Promotional offers of 14 months or more require minimum monthly payments as disclosed in the offer. Sears cards: APRS up 10 26.49%, but if your account has a variable
APR, the APR is up to 28,99% as of 6/2/08 and may vary. Minimum Monthly FINANCE CHARGE: up to $1. See card agreement for d:etm\ls. including when l[le default rate applies.
Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N A. For New Sears Card accounts: APR for purchiases 22.15%: Default APR 27.15% (rates may vary) s of 6/2/08, Minimum FINANCE
CHARGE: $1. See card agreement for details including description of the minimum payment calculation and when the default rate applies. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good

Sears

Authorized Retail Dealer

: i i ; g i i i NA. Sears Solutions Cards are
standing. See card agreement for rates and minimum payment information applicable to your account. The Sears Card is issued by Citibank (South Dakota) NA
i&'m“ﬁ, HSBC Bani? Nevada. N.A. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK™: Exclusions apply. See Sgars Retum Policy for more detalls. Appliance prices shown are for

: i et e G i g ; stainless steel finishes."FIR is a registered
white unless otherwise indicated. Colors, connectors, ice maker hook-up and installation extra. No extra charge for dishwasher colors. Excludes _
trademark of Procter and Gamble Company Cincinnali, Ohio, used under license by Sears. 1Total capacity. Some items may require assembiy. See slore for details.
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City of Heath Employees Graduate with

2008 Class of Leadership Rockwall

City of Heath City
Secretary Stephanie Galanides
and Executive Assistant Alyssa
Cumpton are 2008 graduates
of the Leadership Rockwall, an
educational program made up
of local professionals working
toward the common objective
of building strong and lasting
relationships for the benefit of

“We are very proud of this
accomplishment,” says Heath
City Manager Ed Thatcher. “The
time and energy that Stephanie
and Alyssa invested to partici-
pate in Leadership Rockwall is
a testament to their dedication to
our citizens and a commitment
to consistently enhancing their
ability to serve the local commu-

the community, nity."”
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2435 Ridge Road, Suite 117

www.jeffersonbanktexas.com
972-772-3588
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The purpose of Leadership
Rockwall is to educate the
participants about Rockwall
County history, schools, gov-
ernments, social and economic
issues and community vision.
With this awareness, graduates
are able to more fully contribute
to the growth and quality of life
Rockwall County citizens enjoy.

The program includes
monthly seminars and work-
shops focused on developing
personal and organizational
skills as related to community

Benton named to
UN-L dean’s list

Corrie Danielle Benton of
Royse City was tapped for the
Deans’ List/Honor Roll for the
spring semester at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Benton, a freshman, 1s a the-
atre arts major, according to a
university press release.

Girl Scouts help
Rainbow Room
of Rockwall

With school out for Summer,
most kids are not even think-
ing about next year. However,
members of Brownie Girl Scout
Troops 2003, 8969, and Daisy
Troop 8979 from Amy Parks
Heath Elementary joined forces
to collect school supplies for
the Rainbow Room of Rockwall
County. Each year the Rainbow
Room distributes school supplies
to the families who are caring
for children in Child Protective
Service. The Rainbow Room
was in need of supplies for the
next school year and the troops
from Amy Parks Elementary
were glad to step up to help. The
girls asked family members and
friends if they could make do-
nations and some even used the
money they eamed from cookie
sales to buy supplies.

Parficipating -in . the special
event. were girl. scout members
Anne Marie Thacker, Summer
Eason, Emily Mastronardi,
Macy Jackson Abigail Huls,
Emma Young, Morgan Carrell,
Rylee Gumm, Kaci Boyd,
Presleigh Akers, Lauren Zieske,
Grace Anderson, Kylee Carrell,
Macey Adley, Sydni Maiorino,
Karli Blackmon, Bella Sullivan,
Madeline Stein, Elise Stein,
Sloane Davis, Avery Lovell,
Annabelle Huls and Christina
Gersch.

~ A Trust as Big as Texas.

we know North Texas!

claim service, 24 /7.

J‘?Germania

HOME « AUTO « LIFE
www.Germanialnsurance.com

1-800-392-2202

Verhagen Insurance 972-636-7799 (Rockwall)

Jat . S - " - 3 .
We're a Texas company that understands what your needs are. Germania has agents
across Texas to better serve you. From Wichita Falls to Sherman to the Metroplex,

Germania is no ordinary insurance company. We've been msuring Texas homes
for over 110 years, We have competitive rates, discount options, and cxceptional

Contact us to find an agent near you and discover for vourself why Gemania is

The Insurance Texans Trust.

concerns. These sessions are a
blend of information, problem
solving and interactive activities
focused on diverse topics and
team-building.

“I was a new employee
for the City of Heath when I
signed up for Leadership,” says
Cumpton. “This program was a
great experience for me to meet a
group of wonderful people along
with learning about the different
cities in Rockwall County and
how each city is addiessing the
opportunities and challenges
presented by rapid growth.”

In addition to participat-
ing in monthly seminars and
workshops, each Leadership
Rockwall Class is responsible
for developing and executing a
project designed to benefit the
Rockwall County communities.

The Leadership Rockwall
Class of 2008 established and
raised funds for the Rockwall
County Canteen Unit Fund to
provide the means for rehydra-
tion, rest and refreshment to
first responders during extended
emergency events and training
exercises throughout Rockwall

County.

“Being a part of the
Leadership Rockwall journey
with people who appreciate
and are committed to protecting
and promoting our very special
community was tremendously
gratifying and so much fun,”
says Galanides, who has served

as City Secretary 1
years.
“Leadership R
firmed to me that
share a common ¢
get there faster, eafy
ter than those who i
alone.” says Cumpt

City of Heath Executive Assistant Alyssa Cumjgp§™
and Heath City Secretary Stephanie Galanides (rigl
ly graduated with the 2008 Class of Leadership Ra

Photo courtesy City of Heath
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Holding down the eight story hot-air balloon displaying the forty foot tall cross
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod last Sunday across Horizon Road from Ou
Lutheran Church are Lutheran church members (left to right) Pat Lemons, Jacob D«
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“Lift High the Cross” mission stops in Rock

Lead by crew members Jay and Vicki Mason along with their family, the balloon missi«

S

“Lift High the Cross” stopped in Rockwall during their travels throughout the united States. ¥lior Care (
Logging trips through 43 states the 2008 Outreach to America Tour is the eleventh yoill -

Lutheran Church mission. “Age Assisteg
According to Paul Ferguson, Pastor of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Rockwall. the ba: mﬂidcggn%mw

was hosted by the local Church with the help of over 40 members and was meant to spread th ™ mﬁﬁf’

of Jesus.

Although the balloon was unable to fly during the Rockwall visit, it was inflated Sunday

for community enjoyment.

Lift High the Cross was part of the Lutheran Church carnival closing the 2008 Vacation Bil

held the week before.
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atest and most dynamic information in this world can be

\ir; in the Bible. You know why? Because this information

“‘"ﬂ Alyssa Cyp

‘God in heaven. It teaches us what is right doctrine con-
¢ only life in general but also about spiritual matters. It
vhere we believe wrongly. And it also brings us back to
sing. All for instruction in how to live as God’s righteous
children (2Timothy 3:16-17).

)ds word can be found in the Bible. The King James
sreferable because it marks words that were added by the
" in italics. Also, many excellent study tools are coordi-
';gheKJ Version. Some of these include Strong’s Analytical
‘ce to the KJ Bible, Figures of Speech in the Bible (E.W.
. and some very helpful Lexicons that use a numbering
‘cross-referencing with Strong’s concordance and the KJ

how, God’s word is worth our undivided attention.
5, all Christians should be diving into God’s word of life.
{ividually and collectively become faithful Biblical stu-
is God’s will as seen in 1Timothy 2:15, “Study to show
roved unto God; A workman who needs not to be ashamed.,
i ding the word of truth.”

Galamdes(n ;Thﬂy divide” God’s word by not cutting corners. We must
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and exact in our handling of God’s perfect and matchless
ry important part of rightly dividing God’s word is letting
yterpret itself. Herein is the big challenge for us to not al-
d to fit our personal beliefs. But to change our beliefs to fit
{. It's a matter of being meek toward God and His word.

word heals our broken hearts and bodies. When we start

GOODE INSURANCE AGENCY
& 1313 S. State Hwy 205 McLendon-Chisolm, TX 75032
ERS

*Home +*Auto +Life *Business
*Annuities

Fast, Fair, Friendly,® Service
972-524-7722

son Automotive Specialist

authority on this subject.

God meant what He said through His servant Paul, in Romans
“..in all these things we are more than conquerors through
We can be super-conquerors in our daily lives
through God in heaven who loved us so much that He gave His first-
begotten son that whosoever believes on Him shall not perish but

K317
Him who loved us.”

filling our hearts with God’s word, with a passionate love and rever-
ence toward God, our lives will be transformed into ones of victory
and joy. Moreover, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead,
and made him to sit at His right hand of all authority, we can now live
a victoriously more-than-abundant life in the name of Jesus Christ
(John 10:10b). We have the living word of God as our instruction
manual on how to live that more-than-abundant life. God is the sole

have everlasting life (John 3:16 & Romans 8:29). Jesus Christ gave

his life with the confidence and trust that His Father would raise him
from dead. He did the will of his Father all the way to the end so that
we could freely enjoy the spoils of his victory.

Obituaries

Patricia Ann Taylor

Services for Patricia Ann Taylor, 61, of Royse City were conduct-
ed at 2 p.m. Tuesday, July 1,2008, in the Rest Haven Funeral Home-
Royse City Chapel with Pastor Les Joslin of Community Baptist
Church officiating. Burial followed in the Royse City Cemetery.

She died Saturday, June 28, at her home.
1946, in St.
(Greenley) Edmonds, she worked as an administrative sales assis-
tant. She was devoted to her family and enjoyed time with her grand-

Born Dec. 17,

children.

Survivors include her sons, Jeff Rief and wife, Sandra, of Royse
City, Greg Rief and wife, Glenda, of Garland and Danny Taylor and
wife, Glenda, of Dallas; one sister, Kay Erb of St. Louis; and seven

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Hwy. 66 E., Rockwall

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
816 W. Church St., Royse City
LAKESHORE COMMUNITY CHURCH
5575 Hwy 205 S., Rockwall

608 White Hills * Rockwall ‘ THE RIVER CHURCH
972-771-5791 8601 Liberty Grove, Rowlett
. | BAPTIST
. A/ CtRell;'fms & 2 | BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
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210 E. Rusk
Rockwall, Texas 75087
Visit our web page at:
ww.downtownrockwall . com/citbarb.htm

Phone: 972-771-3146

Y BARBER SH(p é

._'3'1'

The Gilbert Construction
Group, Inc.
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C & F Electrical Co., Ltd.
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CENTRAL BAPTIST
Hwy. 66, Rockwall

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF FATE

Hwy. 66

CHISHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH
e 4388 Hwy. 205 S., Rockwall
COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy. 276, Royse City

DAY SPRING BAPTIST CHURCH

Lakeview Pkwy., Rockwall
BAPTIST CHURCH OF FATE

813 Holiday Dr. (Hwy. 66)
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HEATH

224 Smirl Drive

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ROCKWALL
610 Goliad St.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ROYSE CITY

Corner of Arch and Church streets

IGLESIA BAUTISTA

“NUEVA ESPERANZA”
149 Blackland, Royse City
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
1408 Damascus Dr., Rockwall

POINTE BAPTIST CHURCH
701 E. I-30, Rockwall

LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
850 Blackland Road, Fate
NEW CALDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

301 Bourn, Rockwall

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
400 Old Greenville Rd., Royse City
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
360 Hickory Hill Rd., Royse City

VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH

4830 W. Hwy. 276, Royse City

BIBLE

RIDGEVIEW CHURCH
1362 E. FM 552, Rockwall
ROCKWALL BIBLE CHURCH

801 Zion Hills Circle

FAMILY BIBLE CHURCH
351 S. Munson Rd., Royse City

CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE

CATHOLIC CHURCH

1305 Damascus Road, Rockwall

SAINT MATTHIAS

OLD CATHOLIC CHURCH
305 S. Fannin, Rockwall

CHRISTIAN
ST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Independent)

203 N. Arch St., Royse City

ST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(Disciples of Christ) of Rockwall

3375 Ridge Road

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST

one block S. of Laurence Dr.,
Heath

CHURCH OF CHRIST

corner of Front & Bell streets, Royse

City

Louis, Mo.,

entirety:

grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles Taylor.
Pallbearers were Johnny Combs, Ronnie Ebey, Pat Johnson,

Sheriff Eavenson issues
statement regarding
Sumrow case

(Editor’s Note:) The following is a press release issued last
week by the Rockwall County sheriff. The release is printed in its

“While the convictions on former District Attorney Ray Sumrow
are on appeal, it 1s not permissible for me to discuss or comment

to Arvin and Jean

HURCH DIRECTORY & DEVOTIONAL

NORTHVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
EPISCOPAL
HOLY TRINITY BY THE LAKE
1524 Smirl Dr., Heath
LUTHERAN
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN
3003 Horizon Rd., Rockwall
JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH
302 N. Goliad St., Rockwall
METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, HEATH
FM 740 at FM 1150 (140 Smirl Dr.)
FIRST UNITED METHODIST OF ROCKWALL
1200 E. Yellow Jacket
FIRST UNITED METHODIST OF ROYSE CITY
Corner of Main and Josephine
FREE METHODIST
" ROCKWALL FREE
' METHODIST CHURCH
315 Dalton Rd., Rockwall
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF HIS GLORY
1995 FM 549, Rockwall
CHURCH OF PRAYER
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
506 E Boydstun, Rockwall
CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH
350 Dalton, Rockwall, Nebbie Wms. Elem.
CROSS CREEK COWBOY CHURCH
Sabine Creek Ranch, Royse City
GENESIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
7066 W. Hwy. 66, Royse City
LAKES COMMUNITY CHURCH
3025 I-30, Fate
LIFE CHURCH ROCKWALL
FM 3097
NEW HORIZONS FELLOWSHIP
408 N. Goliad St., Rockwall
OASIS OF GRACE
Hwy 551, south of Fate
RIDGEVIEW CHURCH
1362 FM 552, Rockwall
THE RIVER OF LIFE FELLOWSHIP
303 Rusk St., Royse City
ROCKWALL BIBLE CHURCH
801 Zion Circle (549 & Hwy. 66
PENTECOSTAL
HOLY LIGHTHOUSE
TABERNACLE CHURCH
123 Kenway, Rockwall
PEOPLE OF THE NAME PENTECOSTAL
9055 FM 35, Royse City
REVIVAL CENTER OF ROCKWALL
1203 Beta Court Ste. 102
UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
4672 E. I-30, Rockwall
PRESBYTERIAN
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH U.S.A.
602 White Hills Dr., Rockwall
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH/FATE
202 S W.E. Crawford Rd.
TRINITY HARBOR CHURCH PCA
306 E. Rusk, Rockwall
THE CHURCH OF JESUS

CHRIST LATTER DAY SAINTS
ROCKWALL WARD

8201 Garner Rd. (west/Dalrock), Rowlett
MESSIANIC
BEIT OR MESSIANIC CONGREGATION
1200 Yellowjacket, Rockwall
1405 E. IH-30, Rockwall
EASTRIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST
485 North FM 549, Rockwall
UNION VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
9424 FM 35, Royse City

on the specifics of the case; however, I do want to publicly thank
the Collin County District Attorney’s Office, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, the Texas Rangers and the officers of Rockwall
County Sheriff’s Office who worked tirelessly and professionally
on this case. The Public Integrity Unit of the Travis County District
Attorney’s Office assisted us on the initial investigation and was an
extremely valuable asset in the investigation.

“The success to this point on this investigation is because of
the dedication, expertise and professionalism of those who were
involved. The spirit of cooperation of those involved in this investi-
gation was special to observe.

“The citizens of Rockwall County owe a huge debt of gratitude
to all these agencies and to the officers of the Sheriff’s Office for
the outstanding job they did in developing and presenting the facts.
I will forever be grateful to all of them.”

Sheriff Harold Eavenson

Rockwall County

6130 S. FM 549
Aébal ce Rockwall, TX 75432
_‘__ L & www.alliancebank.com
MEMBER FDIC 972-771-7070 10
McSwain Automotive

2 Billy McSwain Owner

Phone: 972-772-3830
Fax: 972-772-4674
Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair

CuristY’s DAY ScHooL

We & Make Learning & Growing Fun!
r‘t CCMS Vendor

108 Althea Rd.
Rockwall, TX 75032
(972) 771-5514

Birth - 12 yrs.
Use ABECA Curriculum

First United Methodist Church Heath
140 Smirl Drive, Heath, Texos 75032
972-771-6732 Fax 972-771-3438

www.fumcheath.org
Pastor Scotf Holcomb-Mclain
Worship each Sunday at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.
Mother’s Day Out Tues. & Thurs. 9am - 2:30pm Age 2 - Pre-X
*Growing Friends in Christ 1o Connect Community & Church Through Faith”

The American National Bank of Texas

972-771-8361 » www.anbtx.com
First United Methodist
Church of Rockwall
Sundays: 8:15 - 9:30 - 11:00
1200 E. Yellow Jacket
972-771-5500 www.fumcrockwall.com
s¢c Rebabiiiston oot
Specializing in Short-Term Rehabilitation
Aot Haeting
9300 Lakeview Parkway, Rowlett, TX 75088
972-475-4700 = Fax 972-412-2122
Glynn Dodson, Inc.
Royse City, Texas
972-635-2421
LAKESIDE NATIONAL BANK
2805 Ridge Road * Rockwall
972-771-8311 .
FOR TIME & TEMPERATURE DIAL 972-722-8303
Rockwall
County News
Seeks
Religious
Correspondent
Call
972-722-3099
for details
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Summer, specialty programs
offered at Rockwall YMCA

Whether the goal is fitness, family time or fun, the Rockwall
YMCA is the place to make it happen this summer.

According to the YMCA's Cynda Cottrill, the organization is of-
fering a broad assortment of summer and specialty programs for Y
members and community residents alike. The classes, listed below,
are designed to serve a variety of ages and needs:

* Teen Fitness Course — Open to children ages 10 to 14, this
five-day course is designed provide instruction in both cardio and
strength-training while teaching safe methods for teens to work out.
Upon completion of the course, teens meeting class requirements
v will be eligible to work out in the Y fitness center under the supervi-
+ sion of a parent (Youth and Family Members only). A $50 registra-
tion fee is due the Friday before sessions begin. Fee includes lessons,
workbook and T-shirt.

' *» Teen Adventure Camp 2008 — Open to youths ages 12 (enter-
‘ ing the seventh grade) through 16, the camp will take place at the

Rockwall County YMCA. Weekly activities include field trips and/

or overnight campouts, archery, BBs, swimming, sports and team
. building. Cost (Family Member) is $140 per week; (Youth Member)
. $150 per week; or $25 for a one-time registration fee. For more in-

formation, ask any member of the service staff. See the Web site for a

list of weekly trips and/or campouts. (All field trip fees are included

. in the session fees.)
' » Camp Dakotah — An action-packed alternative to traditional day-
care for children ages 6 to 12. The staff is fully trained in all childcare
areas including CPR and first aid. Weekly activities include archery,
riflery, crafts, canoe-

See the Web site for a list of field trips and appropriate dress. All field
trip fees are included in session fees.

» YMCA Swim Lesson Skill Levels -- Classes are offered for in-
fants (6 months old) through adults. Both group and private lessons
are available. In addition, aquatic fitness classes are offered on vari-
ous levels from joint conditioning to deep-water aquacise. A Masters
Swimming program is offered. The newest addition to the Aquatics
program is Adapted Aquatics, designed to be a private or semi-pri-
vate lesson for a person of any age and water skills. It is specially
modified to cater to any physical or mental disability or need. For
various times and fees, see the Web site or call the YMCA.

» SCUBA certification: Classes are scheduled to take place on
Wednesday nights; however, the instructor will work around student
schedules. Class is about 30 hours and includes both pool and class-
room. Sign up at the front desk if interested. For questions, call Frank
Cole, 972-514-9999, or e-mail www.cccdallas@yahoo.com. Cost
will be $225 for Family Members, $275 for Community Members.

» Rockwall Riptides Swim Team: The swim team is a year-round
competitive program. School-year workouts are in the afternoon.
New swimmers must be at the YMCA minnow level or above and
must be able to swim one or more lengths of the pool, depending on
age, to be eligible to join the swim team. Open tryouts are held each
Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Check out the Riptides Web site
at www.rockwallriptides.com for more information.

* Private/Semi-private lessons: Personalized one-on-one atten-
tion for children and adults, ages 3 years and older. To register for

private lessons, go by

ing, sports and swim-

the member services

! ming at the YMCA.
¢ The camp will include
weekly themes, as
well as weekly field
trips on Fridays. Field
trips include Six Flags,
Hawaiian Falls, Dallas
World Aquarium and
three specialty camp
weeks. Forms must be
notarized and include
a copy of child’s shot
records. Cost 1s $112
per week for Family
' Members; $122 per

desk.

* Pool Rental: The
JER Chilton Aquatic
Center can be reserved
for pool parties by
our Family members.
Contact the YMCA
at 972-772-9622, ext.
112, for availabil-
ity. Cost for private
party is $250 for two
hours, maxmum of 50
people; semi-private
, $150 for two hours.
Cost is $75 each addi-

<A T e g YR ET

week for Youth mem-
bers. Camp dates run
through Aug. 22, from
6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Riptides swim team.

The Rockwall YMCA offers team swimming experience with the Rockwall

Photo courtesy of Rockwall YMCA

tional hour/maximum
of 50.

* Family Fitness
Challenge: For fami-

Texas Sports Under 8 Team
Wins Championship during ||}
Farmersville Super Series ||

Tournament

The Texas Sports Under 8 Team displayed their core values of character, competency and chemistry
to earn the title of First Place Champions in the Super Series National Qualifier Tournament hosted by the

City of Farmersville May 31-June 1.

The team players are students from Amy Parks, Nebbie Williams and Grace Hartman Elementary

Schools.

lies with children ages six and older, children must be g
by parents. A variety of fun and challenging fitness
offered both indoors and out.

« Kid Fit: The fitness class for children designed s
ages 6-12 and taught by a certified personal trainer a
cise instructor. The class is offered Wednesdays, 6 p.n
the group exercise room of the YMCA.

» Silversneakers: Active older adult workout to fui
Involves exercise with exercise bands and small weig
the beginning exerciser.

» Silversneakers Cardio: More advanced Silversne
designed to challenge those who are ready for the nex
dio exercises.

* SS Yoga Stretch: Active older adult workout inve
ing and relaxation exercises.

* Personal Fitness Program: The PFP is a struct
exercise program that includes YMCA membership at
cost. It is designed to teach individuals how to use exen
properly to ensure commitment to the workout progra

* Sports Conditioning Camp: This is a camp for t«
14, that will include training in speed, agility, streng
and endurance. This-is a great opportunity for athlete:
and improve strength and endurance before the stz
Registration fee of $100 is due the Friday before s
Camp meets from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. July 14-18
Open to YMCA Family and Teen Members only.

* Youth Sports registration dates are July 1- 31, fo,
Small Fry Soccer, Tackle Football, Volleyball and «
Contact the YMCA with any questions regarding the:
grams throughout the year.
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Hayden Fichtel; Ben McCrillis; and Justin Childers.

. The Rockwall and Heath boys are coached by (from left): Guy Wade (head coach); Russ
. Childers; Loren McCrillis; Ronnie Pruitt; and Todd Troxler.
: Players are (first row from left): Brandon Troxler; Jake Wade; Ben Anguish; Scott Reed:
Palmer Nix; Bennett Lawrence; (second row from left) Kolton Pruitt: Brendan Brooke;

Kassie Armendariz.
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j- eston Wilcox, of Rockwall (left) is slated to serve as Freshman Yell Leader next year at
‘B 1s A&M in College Station. Wilox will be one of many Aggie freshman from Rockwall to
becognized at the Annual “Howdy” BBQ on Friday, July 11 at the Buffalo Creek Golf Club
¢ Weilion in Rockwall. Hosted by the Rockwall County Aggie Moms Club, the event include a
p entation of Yells and stories by the Aggie Yell Leaders about the history of A&M traditions.

S N

JAELIUS MUSIC PRESENTS
HRCARS

1938 Glenn Ford Western
Saturday,JuIy Sth * 2PM at the DimeBox

No Show on July 19th

Talent Search Music Night
Saturday, July 26th

8l The DimeBox Theater
it is located at the corner of
FM 2453 and FM 35
Call 972-636-9230

¢ upckwall City Council
. ganizes HOA

i

rious activitie; ‘ bcommittee

vidual and feam

i Subcommittee appointed by the Rockwall City Council has
pcharged with deciding whether the city should adopt provi-
regulating homeowners associations.
"_-~,-_ ding to a June 24 press release, the subcommittee’s mem-
lide Bill Cecil, mayor, and council members Matt Scott and
@RIsso. The group is charged with considering input provided
|gdfecent public hearing on HOAs. _ _ . .

Seve n-member citizen’s committee will be appointed to work
e mayor and council members on the project.

iblic opinion voiced at last month’s hearing was “fairly split”
Mtopic of HOAs, the press release states. Speakers at the hear-
‘ I luded residents of Rockwall, Valley Ranch, Frisco and other

-

ol

‘e primary HOA-related issues, according to the press release,
¢j ting rights, code enforcement and closed and/or secret meet-

i L4 ott, who has sued his HOA, initiated council discussion on the
. [gad anthority of HOAs.

a:o‘ e City of Rockwall requires that all new developments have
gglicowners association to maintain common areas. HOAs also
‘W-"asscssments and fines and have the power of foreclosure,
\ling to the press release.

2 cities wrestle with citizen
ices at public meetings

ee speech is never without a cost, but come this August, it
turn out to be cheaper in the suburbs than the big city.
ie Dallas City Council has developed a rapport over the last
\l years with a number of local residents whose speeches fall
vhere between intelligent insight and indecipherable dribble.
ally, the council opens a meeting to public input, and a band of
ientators work their way down to the microphone — to discuss
ig in particular.
igue complaints, random accusations and even remote obser-
i have been made during these discussions. It’s not an uncom-
sight at presentations or seminars in urban areas, but as long as
qews King place at City Hall, it is a practice that the city council has
‘ee of control over.
‘veral city council members suggested revisions to city proce-
that would effectively put an end to the regular routine. The
sed rules would extend the notice period needed to address the
‘il eliminate public commentary from certain meetings and al-
i€ council to cap or restrict debate on a particular issue. Most
tantly, it would prevent a guest from speaking at two consecu-
ieetings. -
1€ rules would apply to everyone, not just the usual visitors,
1¢ council decided to the table the discussion entirely untill after
ily break. That way, council members would have more time t_o
der and prepare for a discussion that is likely to be as dynamic
$ isolated.
ity Councils in Rockwall County are simply not seeing the
degree of public participation at their meetings, let a!on(? ob-
dons from dedicated regulars. Public hearings are a bit differ-
‘those are legally separate, and lately, they’ve been very crowd-
ut there’s no movement to discuss or restrict speech at regular
ngs, either in current policies or among plans for the future.
“Wregular meetings in Rockwall County garner more than a
ful of independent visitors. Meetings with agenda 1tems that
L several residents or businesses can draw a crowd, b}lt usu-
everyone in the chamber is directly connected to one 1ssue or
ier, ‘
yone who does choose to speak can do so without prere glsterj
I Worrying about a scheduling conflict, according to ordlr?anccf.s
olicies released by local city secretaries. In Rockwall, time at
€ginning of every other meeting is set aside for a pub‘llf:‘ fOFU?lv
Nost other cities usually play it by ear. Like in Dalllqs, 1{ 5 ge“”"
1P 10 the mayor to call for discussion and recognize speakers,
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(Continued on Page 10)

Visit us at our new office
107 E. Bourn Avenue
Open Mon-Fri 9-5
Rockwall County News

Rockwall County

News

is expanding its

advertising staff...
Generous
compensation with
unlimited growth
potential ...
Send resume to

ren.news@yahoo.com
We specialize in connecting

advertisers with their customers

~July fourth

JULY 4 -

plus a sidewalk sale

JULY 6

Tanger
Qutlets

Terrell, TX 1-20 & Hwy 34, Exit 501
972-524-6034 Monday-Saturday 9-9 Sunday 11-6
www.tangeroutlet.com

Buy direct from the manufacturer and save

NIKE FACTORY STORE LANE BRYANT OUTLET OLD NAVY OSHKOSH GAP OUTLET SAG HARBOR REEBOK
WILSONS LEATHER OUTLET JOCKEY HAGGAR KITCHEN COLLECTION SEIKO THE COMPANY STORE AND MORE

We want to give you
EXTRA SAVINGS FOR YOUR VISIT

F RE GOUPON

BOOK

worth $100’s in savings

Simply bring this ad to the Tanger Customer Service Center for
your FREE Tanger Coupon Book. Expires 7-6-08 Code 1513308
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Heritage Buick Pontiac GMC completes
move to Rockwall location from Terrell

Heritage Buick Pontiac GMC owner Robert Bobo believes his
business is all about customer service.

Providing an even better service is the primary reason Bobo re-
cently relocated the dealership to Rockwall.

“We want to make our service even better for the customers,”
said Bobo, whose business previously was located at 1425 W. Moore
Ave. in Terrell. |

“We don’t want to take anything away from the people in Terrell,
that’s not the point. The idea is, this facility is just not conducive to
doing business in this day and age. People expect a lot more than
what they are getting from this store and we want to be able to pro-
vide that for them."”

The new location is on the north U.S. Interstate 30 service road,
just west of Kyle Street near the Mickey Florence Athletic Facility in

The Rockwall-Heath High School Mighty Hawk Band has announced their drum majors for the 2008 - 2009 season. Pictured
left to right are Carlos Silva (senior), Amanda White (senior) and Emily Davis (junior). This year’s marching show will be
“Defy Gravity” which includes selections from the Broadway musical “Wicked.”

Photo courtesy of Rockwall ISD

HoME IMPROVEMENT

Dllutcromr

Interior & Exterior
39 Years Experience
Days: 972-622-9964
Nights: 972-771-4513

VotedjRockwallysyEavoriteyRaintergdpYearsginyasRow)!s

CONCRETE ETC.

214-535-3078
ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE

Foundations ¢ Driveways ¢ Patios
Parking Lots * Sidewalks * Room Additions

Rockwall.

“Terrell has been great, there's no question about t
said, “We are still going to be able to take care of our Tern
ers. We are just going to be in a state-of-the-art location
to what we are working out of currently.”  According
the old location, which used to be a boot factory and was
landlocked and has limited space.

Bobo also said the new purpose-built facility will hs
thing under one roof, including the parts, service and s&
ments.

“We are operating out of what was originally a boot i
warehouse. It has served its purpose and done very well
is,” Bobo said. “In order for us to take care of our custony
think they need to be [taken care of], we need to be abled
out of a purpose-built facility.”

By being alongside I-30, Bobo said the new dealershij
a bigger draw and more visibility.

The new facility has space to carry more new and pra
ventory and it’s only a 15-to-20-minute ride away from '
cording to Bobo.

And considering majority of Heritage’s current busine:
a 20-mile radius, Bobo said the new location won't be to
to serve its loyal customers. “We want to be able
a nice, new customer friendly atmosphere but still do bu
same way we do here,” Bobo said.

“We will not be that far so we can still take care of
here. We have a lot of loyal customers who we want to
take care better than what we are doing now and we n«
facility to do that.”

Heritage has been in Terrell since 2005 and Bobo s

Speaking limits

(Continued from Page 9)

and like in Dallas, the councils cannot vote or direct actio)
introduced by an outside speaker.

But that’s where the similarities end. In most local cas.
who walks over to a city council meeting and asks to spe:
their wish. _

“Usually, what we do in Rockwall is allow anyone to a
council at the first meeting of the month,” said Rockwall !
Cecil. “We can’t legally vote on those issues at that meett
it’s something the council could help with, I'll often ask »
look into the issue. That way, everyone is welcome, and! 4:
gets heard.” |

w
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Repair Company

House Leveling & Foundation Repair

Raising Cracked Slab or Pier & Beam
Drainage Control

FREE ESTIMATES

Randy Swartz Commercial-Residential

Broadcast Lawn Services)

Offers Scientific Lawn Care by Professional For A Healthier,
Greener, Weed Free Lawn All Year Long!

Weed Conlrol « Disease Control * Insect Control
1 Year "FREE" Fire Ant Control

Year Round Fertilization Program
Free Estimales & Analysis Services Guaranteed

"Celebrating 10 Year Anniversary”

Give us a call at
903-886-2647 * Toll Free 877-882-5296

Earth Art Inc.

Rochwall » Texas

D7/ 2-"77\-"7244S

DUMP TRUCK  Sand/Topsoil/Mulch/Gravel
SLEING SERVICES

CALL

EARTH ART TODAY Landscape/Dirt work/Irrigation

HAVE A Sl:‘.ll\’l(ll:‘; T0 TELL
OTHERS ABOUT?

T

Advertise here r{% for $20 week!!!
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e ) N

I 972-722-3099 x. 123 (¥4 N

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
& REMODELING

972-679-6613

Experience the savings with our
Energy Star vinyl windows replacement,
attic insulation & radiant barrier services.

Call NOW for a FREE analysis!

www.AAApoolsupplyonline.com

$79.99 FILTER CLEAN SPECIAL
Weekly Service & Repair

Office Line: 903-455-1272
Sales Line: 469-233-8365

Email: Sales@AAApoolsupplyonline.com
Rockwall, TX

CUSTOM REMODELING

We are your total construction experts!
* Seamless residential add-ons!
* Stylish kitchen & bathroom renovations!
* Sturdy metal storage buildings & workshops!
* Efficient commercial construction!
* Beautiful concrete work!

Dennis Byers Cell: 214-288-8501
Owner & General Contractor Office: 972-636-HOME

“We have a plan that will fit your budget”

972-285-4782 KE 48

Lo FREE ESTIMAT §4* .
P Member Since 1994 Tommy Ga TR

Dl

{rove by the sce

SPECIALIZING IN REMODELING e thenex

Moto by Tim B,

:(h:der%rpic Tile 18 yrs ° _?hbos\ﬁers L7
arble i * Tub Surmou
*Travertine Oxp: e Kitchen Floors:

Custom Granite Countertops
214-404-3709 214-642-680¢
FREE ESTIMATES '

Wylie, Murphy, Lavon, Plar
Richardson, Rowlett, Heat!
Rockwall, Garland, Mesqui:
North & East Dallas

Home Repairs
Commercial
Maintenance,

Hardware & Fixtun
ochangse 1R
ig ixtures Moyt
MY-GUY.BIZ prapery & Blind: e

HANDY SERVICES Bath Tile & Grou:

a division of Hygela Group LLC

972-768-6160

RESIDENTIAL INTERIO" 972
LCQMMERQAL EXTERIO |

HERRON CONSTRUCTION
972-375-7793

ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION
PROFESSIONAL PROJECT MANAGEMEN’
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te's nothing quite like the sunsets on these lazy summer days. Heath High School stu-
baniel Lorenzo (left) and Priscilla Sepeda (right) enjoyed the site duirng a recent visit to

N l District. Staff Photo by Tim Burnett
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Ever wonder what would
happen if Linus from Peanuts
got into a bar fight?

I don’t have to wonder, I
found out this week. It’s my lap-
top. My bloody, bruised and dis-
ease-ridden laptop. Like Linus,
the shoddy old thing has an
uncanny ability to collect dust,
bugs, viruses, spyware and other
miscellaneous creepy-crawlies
wherever it goes, thanks to a
gross inability to protect itself.
And, like a fellow in a bar fight,
it's got gashes, scars and gaping
holes to testify for its years of
battle.

Of course, my guy still has
the upper hand. Linus has his
blanket, which helps him troll
for diseases like none other, and
his parents can’t teach him about
sanitation because they don't
speak English. Or, really, any
other discernable language. And
the dude in the drunken brawl
can try blaming the alcohol, or, if
push comes to shove, they can at
least make sure he gives as much
as he takes.

But can my computer do ei-
ther? Of course not. Instead, it
suffers in quiet indignity while I
struggle to do my job.

Let’s start with the battle
scars, since those are funnier.

I
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Something I wonder about ...
what if Linus got into a bar fight?

by Marcus Funk

For starters, there’s no enter
key — just a blank, fleshy patch
where an enter key used to be. |
just have to paw at it whenever
I want to complete a sentence
or express myself with the writ-
ten word, which — I'll admit —
1s pretty much essential these
days. It's also got a big crack
down the side, and it spent most
of my college years without a
dash, plus or ‘L’ key thanks to a
vindictive feline.

The plagues, viruses and
miscellaneous poxes are also
interesting. My personal fa-
vorite is one that surfaced a
few days ago that’s painted
thin stripes down my monitor.
Frankly, I'm baffled. It's not
really doing anything except
annoying me, but three single
pixel lines have gone as yel-
low as caution tape, and they're
covering up anything I put on
the screen. Three aren’t a huge
deal, I suppose, but if it spreads
to the entire monitor, then I'll
have a problem.

Oh, and they blink at me.
They’ll flash on and off every
few seconds just to say hello.
Now, I'm used to the cursor on
a Word document flashing color
commentary at me. That, also,
comes with being a writer.

“Blink,” the cursor says.
“Blink, you suck. Blink, you
can’t write. Blink, this column
is boring.” But these stripes are
a different story. “BLINK, I'm
a virus! BLINK, pay attention
to me! BLINK, better hope I
don’t find your for online bank
account!”

I’'m going to have to throw
the book at it this weekend and
find a better virus scanner, since
the one I have isn’t working at
all. It’s a little unnerving, but I
can’t say it's surprising. My car

is the same way. It’s got a big

gash on the side — I got side-
swiped by a curb a few years
ago, damn thing came out of
nowhere — and there's an unre-
lated crack in the windshield.
My friends have become disil-
lusioned, and now refer to the
famous *“Funkmobile” as that
“ugly boat of a car.”

That’s not to say I'm terri-
bly reckless: that’s more to say
that the world is getting smaller
and dirtier. Linus had no prob-
lem carrying a blankie around
back in the 1950s, but can you
imagine a kid doing that today?

The same goes with the car
and the computer. Folks are
spending more hours a week in
traffic than ever before, and the
internet has become an absolute
necessity for most Americans,
That means more opportunities
for fender-benders and virus
attacks, and greater potential
consequences for the victims.
I wouldn’t say this age — or to-
day’s younger generations — are
terribly different from their pre-
decessors, but I would say that
an expanding and digitizing
environment is going to require
extra precautions.

I’ll put it another way. Do
you remember that old story,
where the fellow goes into the
doctor and says, “Doc, it hurts
when I do this,” and the doctor
says, “Well don’t do that, stu-
pid?” Well, these days, that’s
not really possible — just not
going online or not getting into
a car simply aren’t options. So
instead, the doctor would say
something else.

“Well, try to be as safe and
as practical as you can — and
make those stripes quit blinking
at me!”

The shr

by Cindy Baker

club had spirit

fphoto by Tim Burnett

» Showers

umaged power pole was found on Saturday, June 21 on Goliad north of downtown in Rockwall. An anonomous source re-
ydrove by the scene and immediately reported it to authorities. Dennis Bailey of Oncore reported that their Contractor
'd the pole the next Monday afternoon and restored service to four customers who were affected by the damage.

Recently I was invited to speak to the Stymies, a group of folks
who meet once a month for dinner at the local golf and country
club.

Ages ranged from thrifty-plus to plenty-five, and I felt right at
home. A istymiei refers to an archaic rule in the game of golf prior
to 1952, when a playeris ball blocked the path of anotheris playerfs
ball, but was more than six inches from it. The offending playeris
ball was not lifted. Instead, the other player had to attempt to slice
or draw the putt around the obstacle.

Often, a player would attempt to chip the ball over the oppo-
nentis ball. If the player failed, and his ball impacted that of his

opponentis, then the ball would be played as it lay.

The opponent would then have to choose whether to putt from
the original location or a new one. Many members of the local
Stymie Club could easily have been active golfers when the rule was
enforced. and they remain spontaneous, energetic, and frisky today.

The golf team from Cambridge University is called The Stymies.
Their colors are dark green, light blue, and red. Team members them-
selves are renowned for their obscure interpretation of istymie.i

During a hearty lunch between rounds, any Stymie (or consent-
ing opponent) who finds himself with more than one drink in front of
him is required to polish off the glass containing the largest volume
of alcohol. If you happen to have more than one drink in front of you
at any point, you are considered to have been istymied.i Stymie-ing
can occur in multiples. Golf-based hilarity ensues.

e Rep?"s - Law Office Of I witnessed a stymie during the social hour prior to dinner.

“merclaI iw O'fl‘e Of Burburu saeiz [(INI TINIPA Berthais walker stymied Fredis walker when Fred was heading for
cé, E  the cash bar. Interlocking their two iironsi in the fairway (doorway)

1tenan®= A SNAL INJURY ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAWE ¢ e

& Fixtu 5 T0ck It e e : ; dldl}l! put a damper on their senses of humor‘, lh(?ugh.

are es 1 l;c DIy e, odiing a8 Fam”y Law iUnless you intend to follow me home,i chirped Bertha to the

ha‘;gtures j:‘CGFUIm(? |prﬁchce By . [GiAn Ord octogenarian, iwefd better separate your over-sized putter from my

:YF& Bliﬂd ) e o' s 2::::0; o . :?ost::g“ng 4o wind-resistant driver before someone accuses us of taking a tumble

3 : : id Lustody in the rough.i
ile & Gl;o igg;?l:gt;,%nm home or hospital visits, assistance 4 @ Child Support  ® Wills Lanny Joe, my cowboy poet, accompanied me to Stymie Club.

1 medical care and transportation. Available 24
rs/day, 7 days a week.

9728985542 |

Law Office Of

KIM TIMPA

Family Law

® Restraining Order
® Probate
® Wills

| ® Divorce

{ ® Child Custody

il * Child Support
' i 202 N. San Jacinto * Rockwall, Texas 75087

Y i M. Timpa

| ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAWE

(972) 771-9627 |

Since it wasn’t a church group where we had to keep things pure or
a children-included affair that required wholesome content, we cen-
tered on that which is near and dear to us all---underwear.

I talked of girdles and thongs, while Lanny recited a poem about
a man buying a bra. Lanny spoke of a cowboy using his ten-gallon
hat to measure his wife for her bra size. They giggled. I talked of
wearing girdles in the 60s. They chuckled. Sure, my tummy went
flat T told them, but my chin doubled and my knees inflated. They
laughed aloud.

What good was a flat tummy, I asked them, when my teeth were
loose? They guffawed. Then I told of shopping for thongs (not
flip-flops) and the confusion that resulted. They roared. I ended by
comparing thongs to nuclear war and tequila --- They all have great
potential for EVIL. They bellowed. Bertha snickered and pointed
at Fred.

Yep, Fred was stymied.

cindybaker @cableone .net

i 502 N. San Jacinto * Rockwall, Texas 75087

(972) 771-9627 fﬁ

Family Law
 Divorce * Child Custody

Civil Litigation

‘Legal Solutions for Family Issues’

972-771-0108
gﬂp Turtle Cove Bivd - g, s |
uite 215 1wi ]' visa |
Rockwall, TX 75087 .
Unless othenwise noted: Not Certified by the Texas
Board of Legal Specialization
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Interested in Employment with NetPort _;frg,v' <
Send resume to customerservice @NetPortUSA. pa

T Celebrate Your

|

.~ Independence
from Dial-Up

with NetPort USA

|
i
|

-

NetPort USA offers the highest speed
WIRELESS Internet service available!
FINALLY! Real Internet For Your Area!

4th of July

SPECIAL!

40 Install

Free Install for switching from your
current wireless provider

Offer valid between June 15th & July 31st
or after the first 100 customers.

ONT BE LEFT OUT!

Call us now at
972-771-3788 to order
or visit our web site at:
www.netportusa.com...
. because you have the
|« need ;

e e Yo
NetPort USA
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Lakeshore Churc
observes 6th Ann
Freedom Festival

Lakeshore Church in
Rockwall conducted its 6th
Annual Freedom Festival on
Sunday.

Activities were centered
around a 5,400-square-foot tent
on the church property. The tent
was draped with a large U.S.
flag, and flags lined the property
driveways.

An assortment of games,
including waterslides, a piiata
competition, a volleyball tourna-
ment and a dunking booth operat-
ed by Boy Scout Troop 421, were
available to participants.

Several of the church’s mis-
sion groups used the event to do
some fundraising. The Mexico
Mission Team, led by Nancy

Monk & Neagle.
Staff photo by Tim Burnett

The Lakeshore Church sixth annual Freedom Fest includ-
ed musical entertainment by Monk Trent of recording artist
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Bright and colorfully explosive fireworks topped off last Sunday’s Freedo)
Lakeshore Church in Rockwall.
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Rockwall County Ne
is expanding its local news cover
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Send resume to

rcn.news@yahoo.com e
Have fun working with us!
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Com-gp ;“d“'ic‘ur new listings, and the associates vote on

: on.a.sué;e'"’b of the Week.” This week, agents voted Sharon
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Chandler’s Landing Yacht & Tennis Club

501 Yacht Club Drive, Rockwall, TX
199 Acres - 2PM

Offered in 10 Tracts ranging from 8 to 46 acres, great for

and mh'e: IST]"~ B f' e B Ra?nche-ttes or development. Located in McLendon-Chisholm
Weekon S[ams Minimum Bid of 53750 an Acre
Vacation i ' 124 Acres - 2PM

rist for i Offered in 5 Tracts ranging from 10 to 30 acres, great for
anang Pledjné ik o Ra_mphettes_or development, Located Morth of Terrell
Weibleang iy 5 Glenhurst 609 Collins Mimmimn £id of 2400 an Acre

The fungri 4 $224,000 $189,900 24 Residential Lots - 6:30PM

ands of o)y 7,000 to 16,000sf lots located in Chandlers Landing with

Employment

Would You Like to Work
Locally & Save Money on Gas?

In the Mesquite Area:
Forklift positions: MUST HAVE: 2 yrs of recent (within the last 6 months)
of sit down forklift experience, ability to pass a drug & background. Hours
of immediate availability are 2pm-10:30am & 5pm-3:30am.

In the Rockwall Area:

Outbound/Inbound Sales: Previous call centers and bilingual a plus. Start-
ing Pay Rate $10.00-$12.00

In the Greenville Area:

on 6-28-08 from 8am to 11 am
Starting Pay Rate $11.00-$11.65

We are currently taking applications for the following: Production and Manu-
facturing
Qualifications required:

HS diploma/GED

US Citizens

Must be able to work flexible hours and overtime
Plus one of the following:

3 years+ in related field or,

Associates, Bachelors or Technical Degree in any field or,

Honorable Discharge from the Armed Forces

The Greenville area s also look for administrative assistants.
Please submit resume.
Call for an appointment or visit our office at:

KELLY

SERVICES

18601 LBJ Frwy, Ste 148,
Mesquite, TX 75150 Or
972-681-7014

2715 Traders Rd, Suite F,
Greenville, TX 75402
903-450-1007

and (g Perce » information on this home or any real estate need breathtaking views of Lake Ray Hubbard. Rockwall 15D
Taised il e "8, call the Rockwall office at (972)771-8163 or visit Minimum Bid of $40,000 per ot
mission pro'?ej“ site at www.ebby.com. Remember Ebby Halliday | NCEEr L
Nictragug Jd‘“‘ \ the First Name in Real Estate for 60 years. Prime Residential single family property located at
Tm;[ \;DE Chandler’s Landing, Zero Lot line, can be multi-story.
: ) Great view of lake
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bscriber Reward ... FREE personal classified ads

that’s right ... your paid subscription allows you up to 10 words FREE for non-
i commercial, personal classified ads* ... just call us at 972-722-3099 or emal to

ren.news @yahoo.com

____* Limit one per family per week, additional words at the rate of $.75 each

Royse City ISD Hiring
Bus Drivers
Work August through May -
Summers OFF !!!

Paid $17.50 per hour
Average 10-20 hours per week
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Employment

required.

* public relations
+ preschool/church liaison

+ spiritual leadership
* registration procedures

found on this website.

* curriculum and staff development

[ First United Methodist Church of Heath

The church is seeking an enthusiastic director with a degree in
Early Childhood/Elementary Education or related field is preferred.

The Director oversees our Christian focused pre-school.

Developmentally appropriate teaching and directing experience are

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

» professional leadership for the ministry team as needed

A letter of interest, resume, plus names and contact information of
3 professiomal references can be submitted through our website at
www.fumcheath.org. Applications and background checks can be

* 972-771-6732
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powde: coating - screen prniing

customer service attitude

$4/ Gallon....Why Commute?
Growing Rockwall business has openings for the following
positions:
* SCREEN PRINTER - Experience reading
perform set-ups, precision parts

‘DELIVERY DRIVER - Local, Box trucks, no CDL required. Great

prints, able to

*POWDER COATING, MANUFACTURING HELP- If you have
powder coating, masking, shop
openings for DEPENDABLE people.

experience, we have

SAVE MONEY-WORK LOCALLY
Fax or email Resume, or apply in person to
2065 Kristy Ln.
Fax: 972-772-4773
memoorexcel @dptexas.com

cel

powder coaling - scresn pnnting

Why Commute? Rockwall company has immediate

opening for

an experienced Office Manager.

QuickBooks experience a must. .

Independently owned, growing combér{y ﬁeeds éaé
administrator who can help us with dur contiriued growth.

office,

Manufacturing experience would be a plus.

If you are a dependable, motivated person who can work
and think independently, then this may be the opportunity
you are looking for. Please fax or email your resume to:

Xcel Metal Finishing Inc.
972-772-4773
memoorexcel@dptexas.com

Rockwall County News

Expanding Our Advertising Staff

Mechanic
WORK WHERE YOU LIVE

Texas Star Express has
immediate openings

in Rockwall for tractor
mechanics, trailer
mechanics and trainees.

* Great benefits

- Competitive pay

* Paid Vacation

* Tool allowance

* Work boot allowance

Call David or Joe and
join the TSE family
today!

972-771-5655
www.tsexpress.com

L.ast Puzzle
Solution

We need help serving our advertising customers.
Generous compensation options.
Send yourresume by e-mail torcn.news @yahoo.com or
bring to our office at 107 E. Bourn Ave.,Rockwall

Rockwall County News

Seeking Community Correspondents for
* Fate  Heath » McClendon-Chisolm ¢ Royce City
Generous weekly compensation
Part-Time, Work athome in your community.
Send us ane-mail: rcn.news@yahoo.comor
Call972-722-3099 « 107 E. Bourn Ave., Rockwall

News You Won't Find Anywhere Else

NANNY
NEEDED in

ROCKWALL

For Toddler & Preschooler.
30-40 hrs/wk. US Citizen.
Christian. Background
check. CPR.
Non-smoker.

NANNYRESUME
@SBCGLOBAL.NET

AFTER SCHOOL

CARE
NEEDED IN
ROCKWALL HOME

For 2 Preschoolers.
3 days/wk.

US Citizen. Christian.
Background check.
CPR. Non-smoker.
NANNYRESUME@
SBCGLOBAL.NET

Advertising Deadline
Tuesdays @
S p.m.

Legal Notices

Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC
(“Oncor”), a regulated electric transmission
and distribution company, wishes to inform
you that on May 28, 2008, Oncor filed a :
Request for Approval of Advanced Metering costs incurr
System Deployment Plan and Advanced
Metering System Surcharge with the Public
Utility Commission of Texas, a copy of
which Request is kept at Oncor’s office at
1601 Bryan St., 23 floor, Dallas, TX 75201.

If approved, the nonbypassable surcharge
will go into effect on .January 1, 2009.
Affected persons include all residential and
non-residential customers who are not
required by the independent system
operator to have an interval data recorder
meter. Oncor is requesting a nonbypassable
surcharge that, if approved, will be billed to
retail electric providers serving residential
customers or non-residential customers who
are not required by the independent system
operator to have an interval data recorder
meter in Oncor’s service area.
affected retail electric

Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC

depend upo

metering
customers.

notify the
Texas (commi

request to
information s

7120 or (88
speech-impai
telephones

Costs to

systems to such

NOTICE OF A REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FILED WITH
THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS

n whether retail electric

providers pass along an approved surcharge
to its customers. The surcharge will allow
Oncor to recover reasonable and necessary

ed in deploying advanced
affected

Persons who wish to intervene in or
comment upon these proceedings should

ublic Utility Commission of
ssion) as soon as possible, as

an intervention deadline will be imposed. A

intervene or for further
hould be mailed to the Public

Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box
13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further
information may also be obtained by calling
the Public Utility Commission at (512) 936-

8) 782-8477. Hearing- and
red individuals with text

(TTY) may contact the

commission at (512) 936-7136. The deadline
for intervention in the proceeding is July 14,
customers will 2008.

ADVERTISEMENT AND
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CITY OF FATE, TEXAS (hereinafter called the OWNER)
will receive Sealed Bid Proposals for finish mowing and
trimming, until 10:00am July 10, 2008 in person or by
mail at 105 E. Fate Main Place, Fate, Rockwall County,

Texas 75132 and then publicl
at the City of Fate’s Commun

Y opened and read aloud
ty Building at 104 S. WE

Crawford (FM 551). Bids received after the bid opening
may be returned to the bidder unopened.

Bid packets are on file at City of Fate City Hall, 105 E.
Fate Main Place, Fate, Texas 75132. Bids will be based
on finish mowing and trimming of City property includ-
ing city offices, parks, rights of ways, easements and
additional properties as required.

All bidders shall furnish a list of references on their let-
terhead. The successful bidder must furnish public li-

ability insurance of $100,000.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to

4 waive informalities and in case of ambiguity or lack of |.

clearness in stating proposal prices to adopt such inter-
pretation as may be most advantageous to'thé Owner.

CITY OF FATE, TEXAS

Services

JAMES JACKSON |
ASE MASTER CERTIFIED

CKSON AUTOMOTIVE |
SPECIALIST, INC.

Computer Diagnostics
« Computer Alignment
Fuel Injection - Foreign & Domestic Auto

608 White Hills - Rockwall - Metro 972-771-5791

ALTERATIONS
- MENDING -
- SEWING -

Women's, Children's
& Men's

972-771-9511

K&R
Tractor Work

Pastures, Lots, Yards
Mowing & Blading

972-636-2111

TRACTOR MOWING
Acreage & Large Lots

214-232-0986

dotto507 @yahoo.com

Home Care
Attendant Needed
Personal & home care

task. P/T Quality Home Health
Care. Erin 800-619-9993.

Help Wanted

Chub’s Towing &
Recovery
Driver position open. Must
be 21 & have clean driving
record. Call 972-771-4451.

Child Care needed for
toddler, afternoons and
weekends. 972-722-6162.

Jobs Wanted

NOW HIRING
Backhoe / Bobcat
Operators, Concrete finishers
& laborers. 214-926-5833

Highly organized individual
needed for Custom Printing
Coordinator position at local
screen printing/embroidery
company. Proficient in
Microsoft Word & Excel with
basic knowledge of screen
printing and embroidery
process. Must be detail
oriented with a background
in customer service and
available to work 35-40 hours/
week. For consideration, email
resume, cover letter and salary
requirements to: HYPERLINK
“mailto:customprint@
houseofpain.com”
customprint@houseofpain.
com; attn: T.Favre.

Need Help Around the
Place?
Ranch Hand Work
Build, repair, replace, clear
fence, extra hand around your
place. Can schedule mowing,
can operate equipment. Ref.
avail. Call 972-771-0216 or
e-mail jwc799 @iwon.com.

Miscellaneous for Sale

2 lots wiree in Garden
of Memories at Resthaven in
Rockwall. Valued at $6200,
will sell together for $4800.
Jerry 214-797-2129.

European Tree of Life
Wall Tapestry

$175.00
Also Oriental Statues
$65.00 each. Paintings

starting at $35.00 & Pillows
$18.00. Great Savings!!! 972-

APPLICATION
HAS BEEN MADE
FOR A PRIVATE
CLUB PERMIT
AND PRIVATE
CLUB LATE
HOURS CLUB
PERMIT FOR
SOUTHERN
JUNCTION, INC.
DBA SOUTHERN
JUNCTION, AT
5574 HIGHWAY
276, ROCKWALL,
ROCKWALL
COUNTY, TEXAS.
SAID APPL}
CATION HAS
BEEN MADE

TO THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE
CONMMISSION IN
'ACCORDANCE
| WITH THE PROVI-
"I SIONS OF THE
TEXAS ALCO-
HOLIC BEVER-
AGE CODE.
PRESIDENT,
RICHARD PAUL
MORELAN; SEC-
RETARY, SANDRA
LEE MORELAN.

o _,_Rockwgll 'I_fhri'ﬂ S
*she ‘will 'be a big FREE
new store,” said \v l ALL 2

772-4233

Legal Notices

Notice of Public Sale

BTA Self Storage, 4422
SH 276, Rockwall, TX 75032,
will hold a public auction of
property being sold to satisfy
a landlord’s lien. Sale will
be at 11:00 a.m. on 7/22/08.
Property will be sold to highest
bidder for cash. Following
tenants: Steven  Stanley,
Ashleigh J. Wickham, Ricki D.
Miles, Casey Vanloon.

NOTICE

The Nevada Water Supply
Corporation will be mailing out
the 2007 Drinking Water Report
on July 1, 2008. Extra copies
of the report will be available
at the Business Office, located
at 108 N. Warren in downtown
Nevada. Office Hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The Nevada Post
Office will also have extra
copies available.
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NGITEK RECALL

LT art Drug Overdose - Sudden Death Lawsuits

- 25, 2008, Actavis Mfg., Bertek, Inc.

R -abs announced the recall of the heart | WILLI

AENEWAL k. Serious manufacturing defects Ho&%‘r(];:i{&'gml:‘ L
PPUCATIQ ‘TWO (2) TIMES the amount of the

PRW édienl being dispensed. This defect BOARD CERTIFIED

REG ATE CL{ digitalis (digoxin) toxicity resulting in | peeq oar INJURY TRIAL LAWYER

ISTR ATyl 2rt artthymias, confusion, nausea, Texas Board of Legal Specialization

PEHMrr lams, diarrhea, vomiting, low blood

AL T0 veight loss, irregular or slow heart DAVID P. WILLIS - ATTORNEY AT LAW
CHOLIC | udden death. Speak to a Lawyer now.

1-800-883-9858

g www.Digitek-Lawsuits.com
= Yoman climbs tree
Ty after using Thera-Gesic®

COMM|ss|0 s Review Toll Free 1-800-883-9858
AUSTIN oy

75087 8 BEXAR COUNTY- Mary Ann W., after using
PRE ' | Thera-Gesic®on her sore calf muscle, climbed a
SIDE 9'/> foot oak tree in front of the courthouse to

-| pratest the high cost of fuel. When asked why
such a small tree, she painlessly
replied, “None of your dang ';}m...w i
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* High School Math Teacher

$6000 Signing Bonus and $2000 Stipend
Secondary Math Certification

* High School Social Studies Teacher

* Assistant Football/Head Tennis Coach
Teaching Field Open

* Secondary English Teacher
* High School Assistant Principal

We ure tHr of Curriculum & Instruction
lor of Federal Programs & Personnel

Atwood, Supt., 361-645-3259 or Susan Bell, Admin. Asst., 361-645-3259 ext. 101.
APPLICATION ONLINE AT WWW.GOLIADISD.ORG
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Murphy’s Law
Multiplied...

Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

That “whooshing” sound you hear has nothing to do with the
wind. Rather, it is the collective wheeze of school superintendents
exhaling at the same time. (Please, no insensitive questions about
whether it’s hot air!)

These CEO’s, and bunches of others in the educational enter-
prise, figure that foul-ups of the 2007-2008 school year now are in
their rearview mirrors.

Such stalwarts are beaten down by end-of-year turbulence
that strikes liken to waves beating against the rocks. Most of them
fully believe that the law attributed to Edward Murphy--the one ex-
plaining that whatever can go wrong, will--still applies. They figure
that annually in May, this Murphy guy deputizes additional grem-
lins, assigning them specific tasks. They are to loosen lug nuts on
the wheels of well-greased educational wagons, causing them, of
course, to fall off. It is then that veteran educators--often secretly,

but sometimes openly--interrupt their weeping with chest-pounding
“Why me, Lord?,” gestures....

% ok k ok ok

Board members share their pain. Theirs, however, is to set poli-
cy. In theory, the school year unfolds according to their written plan.
Key word is “theory.” Sometimes, best-laid plans turn to mush.

When gremlins are at work, board members may stare directly
at the superintendent, asking, “What did they teach you to do in
graduate school when you face situations like this?” (Length and
glare of gaze usually depend on how many years remain on said
superintendent’s contract.)

The harried “supe,” in so many words, responds: “In graduate
school, they taught us NEVER to get into situations like this,”...

% ok ok %k %

Two examples of gremlins at work--180 degrees and about that
many miles apart--are Grapevine-Colleyville ISD in the Metroplex
and tiny Lueders-Avoca, a consolidated rural school in West Texas.

The former had too many valedictorians, and the latter nary
a one. Officials cited commitment to policy in both cases. In
Grapevine, the student who finished with the highest GPA in school
history completed her pilgrimage in three years. The rules call for
four years, so at graduation, there were dual honors--one for the
winner who completed the four-year track and the other who fin-
ished in three.

Out west, there were just five graduates, but again, rules got in
the way, so no valedictory or salutatory speeches were made there
on graduation night....

* ¥k % ¥k %k

There were some other oddities. In Hermleigh, all seven se-
niors were males.

And in Abilene, they promoted school attendance in elemen-
tary and middle school grades with an end-of-school drawing. There
were 48 names in the bucket; that’s how many kids missed two days
or fewer. The big prize was a $10,000 certificate toward the pur-
chase of a car. The winner? Fifth-grader Dakota Fortune.

But he was absent for the drawing, choosing baseball practice
instead. Luckily, his grandmother/guardian showed up to cldith his |
prize by proxy;.., . b 3 VBI woissial b

* k k %k %
Graduation ceremonies rarely make the Guinness Book of
World Records, but one in Fort Worth did.
At North Crowley High School, they were seeing double--and

Akin to the military’s long-standing tradition of recruits being
sent in search of keys to the parade grounds, some schools have
similar traditions to ease the pain of end-of-school woes.

One is Forsan, near Big Spring in West Texas. Theirs is a close-
knit bunch, and the school is known for academic and athletic excel-
lence.

They laugh at themselves annually when the winners of “Green
Apple Awards™ are announced....

* K Xk k Xk

Often popping up is the name of Bob Fishback, 26-year veteran
who is Technology Director.

Much-loved and something of a “do-everything” sort of guy,
he’s also a fellow of keen wit.

Someone said if he hadn’t landed in education, he might have
been a circus clown or court jester....

* % k k ok

One Friday, he fine-tuned the computer in the office of first-

year nurse, Michelle
Couch. Before Fishback hustled off to lunch, a gremlin came
along, and sat down by his side.

Bob shook hands with the visitor, then hastened back to the
keyboard to send an IFM (instant FAKE message) to teacher Carrie
Averette. In effect, he informed her that several students were victims
of tick infestation. Just to be safe, the mock-message indicated that
ears of kindergarten and first-grade teachers would be inspected the
following week. Carrie was asked to show up at 7:30 a.m. Monday
in the nurse’s office. Monday? She, along with fellow teachers Tracy
Newton and Ellie Miller, marched into the nurse’s office a few min-
utes later, demanding to have their ears examined right then. Nurse
Couch, of course, didn’t know what they were talking about.

Superintendent Randy Johnson gave “Tick or Treat” Green
Apple Awards to the trio. With summer at hand, Forsan school folks
are certain that Fishback already is plotting more escapades in 2008-
2009....

% k %k k¥ k
Dr. Newbury is a speaker and author in the Metroplex. He wel-

comes comments and inquiries. Email: newbury@speakerdoc.com
Phone: 817-447-3872. Website: www.speakerdoc.com
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Bright sunflowers enhance the scene as parents and chil-
dren enjoy the automated water fountains at the Harbor
District in Rockwall.

Staff photo by Tim Burnett

teractive water fountain.

The Harbor District in Rockwall was recently ornamented by children playing in the in-

Staff photo by Tim Burnett
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ProducebyRickCantrell
and Ben Dobberstein, last
Sunday’s fireworks that
capped off the Lakeshore
Church Freedom Fest daz-
zled and awed hundreds
of people from the area.
The show last over 22 min-
utes and featured the 1812
Overture and the National
Anthem, along with other
musical pieces.

Staff photo by Tim
Burnett

Save 12 gallons a day

N/

O AN 4
. Avoid sprinkler runoff

Save thousands of gallons a year

Every day is a chance to save. |

Even though water is a finite resource, there are
infinite ways to save. Make smart choices every
day whenever you use water, inside or out. Find
new ways to make it last at WaterlQ.org.

M
Know your water.  noar exas MuNICIPAL WATER DIsTRICT
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Children enjoy the elaborate visual effects from spinning their glow wands whiles

for the fireworks show to start during last Sunday’s Freedom Fest at Lakeshore Cl}
Rockwall.

Staff photo by Tim Burnett
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