Bank of Commerce
Welcomes Ne

Bank Of Commerce Building
Office No. 5, 201 N Main St.

President, David Rieff

The Mclean Bank of

good [reception.  “The
bank 'has a dedicated
staff I'm looking
forward to getting to
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1-806-779-2141
1-888-849-6599

Mother Nature & Old QIlan
Winter Bring More Nasty
Weather To The McLean Area

Mother Nature brought
in Old Man Winter and
Jack Frost for a reunion
in the Texas Panhandle
this ,past weekend. The
cold front mixed with
moisture bought in rain
and sleet that formed
over one inch of ice.
Snow flurries leff an

Junior High To 7Try New Curriculum At Semester

cafetena
curriculum, Wait
Training, is designed to
equip today's teens to
postpone sexual activity,
thus avoiding teen
pregnancy. Some of the

topics | include  dating,
marnage, reproductive
anatomy, fetal
devel L, pregnancy
and ually transmitted

diseases. Life skills such
as cofmunication, goal
setting | relationships, and
refusal skills are
included Parents and
guardiahs are strongly
urged §o attend, as we
want ybu to be aware of
the infprmation given to

your teens and encourage
your teens to
communicate with you
about this issue.

This program is going
to be presented to the
8th grade students, but
parents with children in
all grades are encouraged
to attend.

Worth the Wait is a
nonprofit organization
created to address the
problems associated with

carly teen sexual activity
in the Texas Panhandle.
Their goal is to delay
this onset of teen sexual
activity and thus reduce
the incidence of teen

refusal skills are
included. Parents and
guardians are strongly
urged to attend, as we
want you to be aware of
the information given to

See PTA, pg 8

area, leaving people
without lights and heat.

Area farmers and

ranchers took extra

precautions for livestock
as temperatures dropped
in the low 20’s at one
point.

140 west of Amarillo
to New Mexico was shut
down late Saturday night
and reopened late
Sunday.

Th- Red Cross Shelter

travelers as the highway

became slick and nisky.

On Sunday, most of
the local churches
cancelled all services due
to the weather. This was
good news to all those
who. were going to miss
part of the Super Bowl
on Sunday night.

On Monday, school
was cancelled much to

the delight of every
school age child.
The weather is

expected to warm up and
melt the ice just in time
for another predicted
blast to hit us again this

weekend.

REMINDERS

DON’T FORGET
Valentines day on
Wednesday February the
14th.

PRES.
Birthda

LINCOLN’S
is Monday the
February.

PRESIDENT’S DAY is
Feb 19. Public Offices
and some businesses will
be closed

THE A REA
Mclean/Alanreed Museum
Chili Dinner for February
6 has been changed to
March 6.

PIONEER Study Club
will meet today at 2:00
at the Gmade School
Library.

LADIES Bible Study
tonight at 7:00 p.m. at
Pam Quisenberry’s house.

JR HIGH Hedley
Tournament starts today.
Check schedule for times.

HIGH SCHOOL will
host the White Deer
Bucks on Feb. 2.

T HE ¥ .rw
AUXILIARY will meet
on Feb. 6 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Post Building.

ASH WEDNESDAY
is on February 28th.

FEBRUARY 5§
Clinic 2:00-4:30 p.m.

Shot

MCLEAN PTA
MEETING 7:00 p.m. in
the school cafeteria on
Feb. 13. A “"Worth the
Wait*® program will be
presented.

FAMILY READING

night every Monday night
at 7:00 in the Elementary

Jr. High library.

CITY COUNCIL
meeting on Feb. 12 at
6:00 p.m.

BREAST SCREENING
clinic will be held on
Feb. 12 at the library.

Call 3594673 or 1-800-

377-4673 for an
appointment.

SPRING BREAK
March 12-16.

CITY COUNCIL
meeting wil be held

on Feb. 12 at 6:00 p.m.

SPRING BREAK
be held during
March 12-16

will
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February 1 |-
Lorene Guyton, Magcie
Ferguson. [

February 2 - ‘
February 3 - V.‘a
Co;.emn, Jeff Kings

ebruary 4 - T

Eubank

February 5§ - M
Joiner, Lester Lee, Bi
Fuller

February 6 - Ka#y
McClellan.

Clinic

I’s A
Boy!

Joel and Kim Kingston
of Hobbs, New Mexico

announce the birth of
their son, Caleb Andrew
Kingston. he was bom
January 24, 2001.

He weighed 9 pounds
and 11 ounces and was
21 172 inches long.  He
is welcomed at home by

his big sister, Kelly.
Genald

Mclean School Menu
February 5-9
Monday Breakfast: Hot
or cold cereal, toast and
Jjelly, peanut butter, fruit,

Juice, milk. Lunch:
Frito pie, chili and
cheese, pork-n-beans,

salad, cherry cobbler,

got news?
779-2141

Family Healthcare
Of McLean

211 N. Main Street

Phone: (806) 779-2030
a0 etown Clinic” offering the Highest Quality of
Healthcare for You and your Family!

Clinic Hours:

|
Monday - Wednesday - Friday
| 8:00-1:00&2:00-5:00

ilson P.A.

June Suggs, Receptionist

Dr. Craig Shaffer

Medical Director

/ill Be Closed December 5 through December 14

SAINT PATRICK

The Shamrock Saint
Patrick’s Celebration will
be holding their Ninth
Annual Lad n' Lassie

Pageant and the New

provide a completed entry
form along with m
photos. The photos

be published in the local
newspaper and used for
the photo judging.

Entries must be
received po later then
March 1, 2001. For
more information or an
entry you may

Equal Housing
LENDER

— e e e ——

BANK OF
COMMERCE

779-2461

Joshua Acuna Returns
From The Mediterranean

COWBOY CHURCH

Come Worship God with us in this New Year
Where: Red River Steakhouse
Comner of Old 66 & Pampa Highway 273
When: Every Sunday at 6:00 P.M.
A Non-Denominational Service
Everyone’s Welcome
Sponsored By: Red River Cowboy Ministries
Bill & Jerry Billingsley ~ 806-779-2456 or
Mike & Leslie Darsey = 806-779-2965

A Subsidiary of GrayCo BancShares, Inc. §

e



Cubs Cage A.'Sroom Tigers Blast Samnorwood =~ ™ T
1. with 9 points each.
The Jr High Seyhow sad The Mclean Tigers added 8 points each for The Lady Tigers also Randi Riley followed
Basketball teams trav M Ashley came away victorious the Tigers. Randy Floyd Lefors in their place close behind with 8.
& Gviam on § *>y Mcflendon tied with 4 over Semmorwood oo puw in 7 poise Ricky ik 2 wose of 3524, Demifle jor Mad 4
The boys team proved POI®S each.  Amanda Jaouary 21 with a score  Smith added 4 and David Nikki Hefley added 3
who was leader of the [Toks scored 3. of 60-30. Swafford scored 2. Sarai Sawyer and Shaley and Cesily Cadra scored
Cubs by pouncing Groom The Cubs and Brad Sawyer lead the The Lady Tigers also Steel tied for top score
with a 45-18 vi Cubbettes will travel to Pack with 14 points. defeated Samnorwood
Tyler un A Hedley today and Jerrel Hembree camed 9 with a score of 43-30
board  with Satirday for a points for the team.  Shaley Steel topped the
- 20 points. Shane  Estes, Josh board with 13 points.
”MT:nw Randi Riley eamed 10 i
ts. Terrence Fite ' points for the ladies. & Gem Theatre
""‘s .:';" _ Lucas Sarai Sawyer eamed 8,
The Melomn Cube & while Kendall Newton A =
then added 6. ily Cadra Claude, Texas
,hn.-d Samnorwood on put in 4 Nikki
anuary 24. The Cubs Hefley added 2.
lost the game with o On January 26, the
score of 28-42. Terrence Tigers pounded Lefors to
Toe held high sore with oty
points. Tyler Hanes a score - .
scored 9, Zane 18. Shance Estes led the The Accordian Kings from San Antonio
%'-d S and pack with 20 points.
"ﬁlﬁ' scored 4. Brad Sawyer put 16 W Friday & Saturday, February 23rd & 24th
dofeated as well with lkicky s:'md:d Chris || 44:300m
loss of 11-34. Brooke Sparling added 7 points Community Heritage Theatre presents
each. Randy Floyed “The Odd Couple”
. y ' kets: $8.00 adulis $3.00 child
. Swafford, Gabe Vega, Tickets: $8.00 tz $3.00 chi
Fa‘mlyMember. =d T - ILCal;226~54-:)(;f:r rescrv::!itlmsm“
Dan, Sasha , Taylor Jamellg and Parker Daniel Fish of Alanreed are added 5 ecach for the

happy to announce a new addition to their family. Ashley Celeste Fish
was legally adopted by Dan and Sasha on Monday, January 29, 2001 in
Pampa, Texas. Ashley's kin folks are grandparents Bob and
Jeanette Fish of Alanreed &nd Bill and Judy Comer of Colorado
Springs, Lynn Swanson, McLe&n; Aunt Marjorie Fish, McLean; & Aunt
Juanita Fish, McLean. Couslns are Tony and Amy Polito, Clarendon;
Ryan Swanson, McLean; Jay dee, Becky, Jessie & Tavis Fish, McLean;
Don & Evelyn Sanders, & Tuffy Sanders MclLean and numerous cousins
in Amarillo, Houston, and Dallas.

Also living in Amarillo ar& her sister and brother in law, Bill and
Jennifer Terry, nephew Clain Armbrister lives in Liberal, Kansas.
Ashley has lived with San apd Sasha Fish since her mother, Dixie
Danelle Warner Comer pasSed away in July 1999. The family is |

years old

B & B Electric
Bank Of Commercé
C & H Supply
Chamber of Commé
Country Corner
Kirk’s Auto

McLean Care C ennlrr
McLean Feedyard
McLean Plumbing

Windmill RV
The McLean News

Puckett’s Grocery
Red River Steak Hoqhse

EPIA Inc dba
Simpson Insurance

McLean Home Health Agency

Shaley Steel

Come See Our Selections In The Gift Shop!

McLean
Feedyard Ltd

Live Active ~ Eat BEEF
Neal Odom 806-779-2405
email = MFY@ranches.org

Lean Tigers
a0y Tigers

Taylor Food Mart
Mary Dwyer

Jennifer Greer
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Pinewood Derby.

O Country Corner Texaco
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Cherry Pie R .

24 Hours, 7 Days A Week

Lamb Qla,.mﬂ Home

-
1001 North Mdln - P.O. Box 230
McleandTx 79057
806-779-2424 §FAX 779-2475
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Licensed AUCTJONEER Bonded

COMPLETE AUETION SERVICE
806-77P-3134
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Don't Want You To Know

tarting back 10 school can be (———‘_—‘_—‘1
ressful the change n dady

F3l )/mmune system boosters

aposed 1o Gady Echinacea s a
@lual het best laker whenever

prizes.

The McLean Boy
Scouts rounded out their
popcorn  sales time with
the scouts receiving their

Lucas Webb was top

Boy Scouts Hold Annual Sale

seller for this year. He scouts to go°to camp and
sold over $800.00 worth their supplies for the
of popcorn. pinewood derby.

The money raised by The . scouts participate
the popcon sales goes in the pinewood derby in
for shirts for the scouts. the spring at Pampa.

It is also used for the

Grade Miichell Steward

Tigers &

McLean Elementary-Jr. High Studenis of the Week
January ZZ-Jmuaar)rw’;a' Kindergarten Justin West; 1st Grade Rachel- Greenwood, 2nd
Grade Nichole McClendon; 3rd Grade Mark Jeffries; 4th Grade Dashae Tolleson; Sth
Grade Autumn Dillman,; 6th Grade Brooke Seymour,; 7th Grade Talitha Newton; 8h

Lady Tigers

Ger Yourself A
Subscription in the
Groom/McLean
News Today
Call 248-7333 or
779-2141

"o BLVE STUFF
neaules an _cause you
. NOW AVAILABLE IN
i MCLEAN AND 6ROOM
- Newest Pain Reliet
ahon regimen with a
known today 1t wy
odar reheve vour pan in 3
Hets . ed
nc Yoy may wa for ! o
utngenes:s uk Sciatic nerve - Carpal
Echnacea and Zinc Lazenges Tunnel. Migraines and

Sinus Headaches. Bone

Spurs and Shingles It wall
y further protect your

2 rehieve pain of any kind
ystem from al the

that vou can rub ointment
on. outside vour body It
will work  Full refund if

politants we are

fees 2 scratchy f pain 1sn 't relieved
4 zenges I Cathy Hembree 1s vour
n -of new Distnbutor 1
ne 33y purchase this wonderfu
abel arect € product or for a free
o about natural heda sample.come to the Hair
. & Gallery a )N Mar
Mclea all RO6-7
|
: Eo
Mahnken's
Good Neighbor
Pharmacy

256-2782 o

Healthcare Participants

Gladly Accepted KE

TITLE CO., INC.

*ABSTACTS .

*TITLE INSURANCE
*ESCROW CLOSINGS

PHONE - 665-8241
408 W. KINGSMILL, SUITE 1

McTean Thurch Directory

Church of Christ 4th & Clarendon
779-2548
Sunday Bible School 10 am
Worship 10 40 am & 6 pm
Wed Bible Class 7 30

First Assembly of God 4th & Main
Pastor Quenton Newton 779-2221
Sunday School - All Ages 9 30 am

Morning Worship 10 45 am
Sunday Night & Youth Services 7 pm
Wednesday Night Service 7 00 pm

First Baptist Church 206 E. 1st
Buan Quisenberry, Pastor 779-2175
Sunday School 9 45 Worship 11 am & 7pm
Youth) & Wed Bible Study Prayer Meeting 7 pm

United Methodist Church  2nd & Gray
Pastor Thacker Haynes 779-2049 & 779-2337
Sunday School 9 45 am ‘Worship 10 50 am & 6 pm
Sun Sr High Youth Aipha Chi 5 pm
Wed .Choir 7 00 pm

Heald United Methodist Church
Kellervile Road

Sunday 9 15

Trinity Baptist Church 603 Commerce
| ames Mantooth 779-3207 1 |
| Sunaay Schoo! 9 45 am'Worship 11 arr

| nday £ vening Worst
| o
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GOT SOMETHING T¢ BUY, SELL OR TRADE?

NOTICE OF the following described GROOM LS.D. A¥1Y)
SHERIFF’S SALE property, to wit: CARSON  COUN

THE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! The State of Texas SURJECT TO THE
County of Carson Tract 1: .006250 YEAR 2000 TAXES.

By virtue of an Order Interest in the Gas  GIVEN UNDER MY

. the 11th day of January,
place your ad unless you have an thereof, in the case of: of January, 2001 as the E-MAIL OFFERS:
of VELMA Treat e-mail offers the
SCHOOL DISTRICT VS. puoenil e ing seles calls
VELMA L. HODGES & Don’t believe pr~inises
LEE HARGRAVE to satisfy a ,.#“_. from strangess. A vbhic
amounting to .29  serv.ce message frozu The
Cause # 7705 and to me, plus all taxes, pemalties, GrocmvMcLean News
as SHERIFF directed and interest and attorney fees
to ~“:"|1“'EN (0 " ot o HOW’S YOUR Credit
DAY OF TEBRUARY, Poverble by lw ia Record? Fedenl law
INVITATION FOR BIDS . 2001 which is the first favor of  GROOM T
Sealed P 1 g o o._.mc.’.':'ﬂ': e it e, SCHOOL. | DUTRCT. e, N publ serice
e roposals DENERL %2 . Greim
i o hsnts Smith at (806) 2487443, % e door of message from The Groom
, City Groom,
P Box 217, Groom

ASSTATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

GROUNDWATER
WASTEWATER

424 Sabed et Miniomem of 3 monthe OTR
will be received by City required. Tractor purchase available.
of Groom, in the City Call 1-800-348-2147, Dept. TXS.

Council Chambers at City NOTE: It is iliegal 1o be paid for anything beyond DRIVERS - CF1 HIRING OTR drivers company/
Groom = until . mwt:n‘::-‘a : spocisl purof | SXPeTnCe sart a $.32 cpm. COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE - PART
exas il s a treasure’ A .
l'!llUIIY 13, 2001 -—.a-um-ﬂu.:-  $.86 all miles (w/fuel surcharge). Also ask ®bout e work, full time fun! Work with interna-
" from the start! Sharon and Rick & 1-800-645-01 18 -m—-mﬂ tional exchange students and host families
7:00 PM UTOMOBILES transmussion truck. Cal | Strong commaunity spirit and warm hearts for
A = DRIVERS - INTERSTATE LEASING. Drivers  teens. 1-888-552-9872.
. CHARITY CARS - DONA vehicle. and wanted for vanous
A cashiers _cb,c; A-m-zuumuu: mm’ﬂm;- - '— PREMIUM num;c;' AUDI‘I:I‘
cerfified  check deductible. free towing. W 0 www swifttrans.com.  |u b .
m bidder’s bond, vehicies to sraggling familics’ 1-800-442-4451. 1 .800-227-5751. . JARR PRSRFS S AR Sy
to the City of www.charity-cars.org. DRIVERS: OWNER/OPERATORS, Fleetwood plus. Set own hours, excellent compensation.
Groom amount BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY Transportation is now leasing. Great lease pack-  Agents needed in all parts of Texas. CPCS,
- -h than HALLMARK STYLE GREETING card age, we can help keep you loaded. Also need com- 2201 N #125, Richardson.
equal to not . g REETING card rOe.  pany drivers. 1-488-276.9923, wwwfiwdaet. _ TX 75080, Fax 1-972-918-9377
five percent of the bid E.7 moncy. All local, (36 5% investment) Free DRIVERS-OWNEROPERATORS: Run egional  SHARE IN PROFITS, locae distressed
submitted, must information. 1-800-462-5816. Home weekly! Puid: Base plate, permits, fuel taxes.  Free training and supplies. Call 1-800-695-3572
sccompany ecach bid as a lm“-,*" Hs nding you may be entitled
mu“m DRIVERS WANTED 1 2887. Amoid Transp 1o thousands. Free information. Homeowners For
- & Bi ACCELERATE YOUR FUTURE, run western  OTR DRIVER - MARTEN Transport Lid. Can  Justice, 1-800-695-3572
contract, Bidder or 48 states. Glass/heavy haul 3 years OTR/ | pay you with one year + experience, 33cpm. Call FOR SALE
e e v - Topost  L-SE0.000-200), wowsm e ALL STEEL BUILDINGS. New, up 1o 50%
after receipt of Contact 1NN v OM_ SWIFT TRANSPORTATION - INC. on gaousd Wi plass S0u0he10 wes
Documents, enter into a COMPANY PAID CDL training & first year ixcome.  Drivers and Owner/Operators wanted fog  §16,500, now $9,990; S0x100x14 was $35,900,
with the City of $35K - Swovens Tiumapost - OTR chvuss wamindt Now- . various russ. CDL available. Tuitiof™ now §17,990; 80x125x14 was $51,500, now
comisact City P P 1-800-333-8595. BOE. up to $5,000. (EOE-m/f). 134990 1-800-246-9640.
Groom and will execute DRIVER: COVENANT TRANSPORT * Coast WWw.swifttrans.com. 1-800-284-8785. AMAZINGLY LOW PRICES - Wollf
— - Tanning
bbb e G foue to coast ruas * Teams start up to 46 cpm * DRIVER TRAINING Beds By factory et Exceles service. fleite
m the m SIM‘:_:«-D.&: e v Gatyouw CoLand 1 ilsble H gy
Any bid bt ""““‘“‘w "“". s “u”““ .n_"'m”“'m_nm_w"’_"”,ﬁu ¢ color catalog. Call today, 1-800-842-1310.
received after the tme -a-ﬂ'n-m-";nun , Eam up 10 $800 or more. 1-800-301-6759. ARCH STEEL um%cs inventory clear-
and date listed above will DRIVER - OWNER OPERATORS and com- A $35,000 PER YEAR career! CR. England 20¢¢! Huge savings) 2000 seel prices while
: lies last! 25x34, 30x40, 52x128. Great
be returned and pany drivers - Call now! Great pay and benefits. Deeds driver trainees. |5 day CDL training. *UPP E ;
will sot be -N“.i‘."' High weekly miles, West Coast lanes, Trucks Housing/meals included. No upfront $3$. Tractor '“Wm“'mf‘u 1-800-341-7007,
4 - Trailer Training. |1-888-781-8556
Bidders governed at 72mph! Your choice - Late-model
inspect g :‘:‘ - A S FINANCIAL SERVICES b i st b
work and inform Lmsgm OPERATORS A g ABAD 0:4'—-“ oo S aradaryad g mio-eoui;s-vm mmoo-slzeslsm
themselves regarding all 113 cpm in five-state area running AR. TX. (il Call ACCC now at 1-888-BILL-FREE, toll-free, 1-866-253-BLDG (1-866-253.2534).
local conditions. OK, LA, and NM_ We need 39 lr-_:tl to www billfree org Non-Profit service. FOR SALE
C D o ;:::: C'l::ll obligation. fl.wo "t.f.::l llI-’!‘ FREE - yean o . LAN. AD" e
on file and be surcharge and a low-cost lease program. FFE Reduce interest. Stop late fees. Stop collectors sonwmuuumlnwl-m“"s'
examined in the oo of has pleaty of freight Call 1-800-569-9298. Family crodit counscling. Non profé CHAStan oo i towest prices. E-Z terma! Call tol-fee,
the City of Groom, City DRIVER - YOU WILL see the difference in SRT P Ppdery a"""r ciniim eSSBS |-866-389-5263.
Hall, Groom, Texas u.zso:-u- 'hum-dm CREDIT CARD DEBT? Avoid banckruptcy. lot, scenic no::;:‘m on. Hunting, trout
79039-0217, phone (806) Call SRT today toll free: 1-877-BIG-PAYDAY ’hm%&hﬂ&d—wg g o C it minthed bt pond Sucas-
248-7929. (1-877-244-7295). B et o ot 1800 T0 0804 sibility. $210 down, $150 moathly. Call owner.
Plans and specifications DRIVERS 2-DAY ORIENTATION . Great ‘orr=rrers . S |-806-376-8690 www.timesusa.com
:y be obtained from &MA mwm:l*“"",“ hlmn-'mw - M%Q‘::T‘_m '”:m MISCELLANEOUS
m'- &“ li?. checks. up- ees. DOW. ARKANSAS OZARK MOUNTAINS. Owner
Inc., 4537 ;mw:ﬁm:‘. —  1-888-891-6669. fi Jm&m}_mhm
Drive, illo, home time, assigned conventionals, CDL LEGAL SERVICES aﬁ”mmm;mm
Texas 79110, phone - training & tuition rei ment available CONSUMER ALERT, DEFECTIVE hip ety Oves
sumber (m) 353-7233 L for P drivers. Owner/op S impi are being recalled and injured are BABY KANGAROOS AND mini kangaroos
: - : FEDED Full Time welcome. USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642 being comp Call Carl Waldman, attor- tlm 1-281-399-9968, www. WallyPets.com
in the —r -l.).:rl':n ouse Call Palo DRIVERS: ALLIED VAN Lines has in ney. B 1-409-833-9151 or s = b ok 0 hoss
CO;; ifty = H . m“m?“ GmLAG)Lv‘I?‘I 1-800-833-9151. Like to refer. of“eqlml jobs @ s
(br” n.".' P o" plans and Claude, 236-5121. Call 1-800-634-2200, Dept. ATXS HELP WANTED EARN YOUR COLLEGE degree quickly'
TRUCK DRIVERS OTR - Solo. teams and AIR FORCE. GREAT career opp avail- Masters, D P
specifications. wmﬂooﬂnlqandle&mm able for high school grads, ages 17-27. Plus up 1o based upon prior education, experience, and study
Performance and and benefits. One year OTR exp equ $17.000 bonus if you qualify' To request  course. Free catalog, Cambridge State University
Payment bonds shall be JIM DAVIDSON Gulf Coast Transport, |-888-988-8666 ;;"‘:"""m“"“‘””s""““ 1-800-964-8316. 24 hrs
ot i the MZl Inc. NOTICE: While are rep we cannot g produ services advertised. We urge readers 10 use caution and when in doubt, contact
documents ! Yy the Texas Attorney Gemneral at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commision at |-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC website is www.fic gov/bizop
The Owner reserves B 669-0007
right to ‘reject any or H 669-1863 Call this Newspaper to Advertise Statewide and Regionally or Call 512-477-6755.

EF

bids and to waive any



http://www.swifttrans
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
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g Coke Coke Coke
Dr. Pepper || Dr. Pepper | Dr. Pepper
Sprite Sprite Sprite
3 Lters 6 Pack Cans 172 Liter
2/$3.00 $1.79 2/$5.00
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Freezmg Rain & Sleet Make Trouble For Travelers

Just like a strange. slow moving caravary these |8 wheelers gingerly pick their way along an extremely treacherous Interstate 40. Numerous vehicles were in the ditch after gemng a
little 100 much speed for the road condiffons. Wrecker Services like Biven's Auto were in bng demand.

. sumerous mild winters it had been
Lb“imﬂyﬂn 1ghfn to DPS,
Everyone Carson |County Sheriff's
20+ inch snow that came epartm and Rescue
| Christmas. Most of the 4
mow piles had funally ppr Gary Davis
melted by last week, h they have
nearly 30 days later. about 10 actual
Old man winter must t4 in the period
pot want us to forget Saturday about
him, because Saturday ending about
moming found the area on - Monday
hard hit by sleet, freezing Numerous
} min and some snow -knifed creating
Texas Highway ards and delays
Department workers went y, many vehicals
sanding overpasses and Two Tx DOT
intersections. Crews involved in
went on 24 hour status nccndenu e
and at presstime were Davis
g icho to Amarillo Working almost round the clock, DPS and
This type of | this  storm. - TX DOT workers were glad to see the sun.
precipitation has  been perf Roland McGill ; :
especially  difficult to ightly injured in a most were minor injuries were almost impassable.
clear because it is so Sunday evening. related to  traffic The local motel was full
and temperatures mbdlance crews made accidents, and luckily did very early. The First
remained so cold. runs relating DOt require transport. Baptist Church opened its ;
Little melting occurred directly| to the weather, Sunday night the roads See Weather, pg 2 GROOM CITY Council

THE NEXT GROOM i meet on Feb 13. at

Groom School Board Offers Part-Time Employment  meses i shedied for 70 - i e Oroom

7:00 p.m. ASH WEDNESDAY is

Groom 1.S.D. School Jane Jigger Britten,  gegsion. & Gite 1d Feb. 28th.
Board met last week to Curtis | Downs, Chris They retumed to open be required. THE NEXT AFTER
. iscussi Welch, Raskens, gession  with  the  The meeting adjoumed. Graduation  planning
' : meeting will be held Feb.

on budget and program EMT bum 7th at 6:30 p.m.
cuts. time employment contract begin on Feb. 18. Sat.

Present were  board to Charles Burk at a . o Sen. classei. - - Ol Y PRICES
members Dennis Babcock  galary of $23,000. INTERESTED  IN 2437963 for more AT ATTEBURY
Babcock, Tomy Britten, opened| meeting 2. To offer a part- Education or Civie . esenaten N CO.
Kelvin Ollinger, Barry inviting visitors o speak  ime employment contract Responsibilities? Sign up j Wheat-$2.55
Fields, Clif Britten, and during |the Open Forum 4 ary “Porter at & for a place on the GROOM 4TH AND Milo-$3.17
Tim Case, and period| Several visitors gy of $24,000. for Groom 1sn saml Sth grade P.E. classes Corn-$3.52
sdministrators Jobn spoke fout in regard to Both received Board or Groom City will be putting on a .76
Wilson, and  Kevin possiblé program cuts. N - - from Council, beginning on Basketball  skills Saow & Sleet
Noack- Mo | comiiinis wam SIS Gppes Feb. 19, at the School demonstration at halftime Reported In Ares

Interested citizens heard |from any board d Babisck Business Office or City of the varsity girls game
attending were Lynn membas before they President e oagund " § on Feb. 6 s
Britten, Jiggs Britten, adjourded to executive stated that he felt that no
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Glynn D and Sybil
Harrell, accompanied by
Louise Mulkey of
Panhandle, and Beverly
and Jim Ingram of
Panhandle, went to
Lubbock on Friday to
celebrate the birthday of
their  daughter, Glynd.l
Eschle. They

joiped by Erin Kate Wolf
and Camden of Austin,

mhaon&ehbndlmy

Houchin of Lubbock for
lunch at Cheddanrs
Restaurant and visiting in
the aftemoon at the
Eschle home.

Sheriff’'s
Report

Local Happenings

Groom Birthdays
Anniversaries
February 1 - Amos
tlv. Britten, Ashley

Rennie, Mr. and Mrs.
Randy C. Sustaire (A).
February 4 - Tracy
Banberry, Larry  and
Karen Reid (A), Mr. and
Mrs. Leon Schaffer (A).
February 5§ - Mrs.
Robert West, Mrs. Alfred
Homer, Mrs. Bill Hinson,
Mike Friemel, Louis
Leven, Jeanie Wakefield,
Esmeralda Medellin.
February 6 - John
Adam Stephens.
February 7 - Rick
Prather, Mitzi Moraniec,
Susan Noack, Mr. and
Mrs. Bobby Jones (A).

Weather

doors and about 50
people spent the night
there. Members of the
church ‘and community
donated food for the
travelers.

A warm-up is predicted
for mid-week, just in
time to melt the ice in
preparation for another
storm expected by the

Groom ISD Earns
Commended Status

Groom School was

recogni the

must be a title I X
Groom has not been
eligible for Title I (a
federal program that
subsidizes certain
programs on
economic status of
children) for several
years.

again for

Rip and Joy Snyder

recovering
Tlnnkg

2000-2001 Groom ISD
Feb. 12 Teacher In

Service
March 12-16 Holiday
April 13-16 Holiday
April 13 Weather Make
Up Day
May 11 Weather Make

February 5-9
Monday Breakfast:
Cold cereal, muffins,

crackers,

Thursday  Breakfast
lm, -&- m‘
mixed veg., orange
slices, cheese zombies,
milk.

Friday Breakfast
Donuts, cinnamon rolls,
S e
crackers, milk.

Bang Up Job?

Don't Worry.
We'll set it straight without putting
a big dent in your wallet.

Culberson-Stowers Collision Repair Facility

- Free Computerized Estimates * State of the Art

- Free Pickup & Delivery Equipment
+ Rent Car Service Available + Repair All Makes And
e iy - Certified Technicians Models

1/11/1»‘

« Kansas Jack Frame
& Unibody Alignments
+ Insurance Claims
Welcome

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

e -
(ﬁll)crson - Smwcrs, Inc

PAMPA, TEXAS |
J

+ Custom Painting
+ Lifetime Warranty On Body
Repairs And Diamont Paint

e

THE STA!
Member

s

805 N. Hobart » 665-1665 « 1-800-879-10665

=l =)@][®]<

Nrts NOTHING'S BETTER THAN AN ORIGINAL

www gmgoodwrench ¢

E NATIONAL BANK |
Groom, |
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Trucks line up on FM 2300 trying 1

Social Security & SSIR

Secunty and than eved it is wise tor  through Direct Deposit.
Supplemental Secynty folks wHo receive  SSI = Leave the 19th Century
Income (SSI) benefits for and Socfl Security to - horse-and-buggy paper
almost 50 million get theid payments the check method behind.
American will increase 21st Cenfury way. That Direct Deposit is the
this month. Now, more means | electronically, safest, simplest and most
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get .as close  as they can to hot coffee and good food

cipients Should Consider Direct Deposit

convenient way to receive
a payment from the U.S

Treasury. Anyone who
receives Social Secunty,
S§SI, Rail Road
Retirement, or Veterans

benefits 1s eligible to use
JDirect Deposit at a bank,
credit union, or savings
and loan. If you already
have a bank account and
want to sign up for
Direct Deposit, simply
tell your banker the next
time you go to deposit
your Federal payment.
Most banks offer low
cost Or no-cost accounts

to - semior citizens and
people with low incomes

The U.S. Treasury has
created a new type of
account that i1s completely
electronic. It 1s called
the Electronic Transfer
Account or ETA. Any
financial institution who
agrees to offer the ETA
must allow any Federal
payment recipient to open
an account ETA
accounts include a
minimum of four
transactions per month at
a bank or ATM and at
pont of - sale: (POS)
stores such as grocery
stores and other chain
department stores The
monthly fee for an ETA
may not exceed $3.00
This ‘account 1s accessed
by an ATM card or at
the bank teller  window,
and there is no
wnting The fees
be lower ‘and  more
transactions may be
allowed depending on the
mstitution

By 'January 1, 2001,
Texas will have a total
of 64 federally insured
financial institutions  at
670 locations offening the

may

ETA. To find a location
in your area, call your
local bank or credut
umon. You can also call
1-888-382-3311 or go «
www eta-find.gov on - the
World Wide Web
Texans wh receive
fedeyal benehits an call

s 252-924 for

a

IF YOU HAVE pnnung,
all The News at 248

333 or 779-2144

check

Panhandle Community

Services Out

Demand for
assistance . exceeds
$456,000 “available
in the panhandle
Raymond,
Director

utility

the
funds
Johnny
Executive
expressed
concern abodt the large
Increase n famulies
seeking ¢ assistance n
paying their gas hill
"Because of the numbers
of families - already on
our wating lists it
became evident our funds
would  be exhausted by
the end of February if
the entire bill was to be
paid. There was no way
we could assist the
numbers, therefore, " a
decision’ was made to
pay for half of the
current bill for those
famlies meeting  the

125% of the required
poverty guideline. . The
family will have to make
arrangements to pay  the
other half of .the bill.”
Local PCS  offices have
available limuted funds
The first” pnionty 1s to
assure the utility will not
be cut-off. Most utility
companies are willing to
work with famhes with

Of Funds

payment schedules
providing
documentation - ‘and - a
copy of the current gas
bill, PCS staff will notfy

After
income

the gas company of the
amount of -assistance " to
be provided

Raymond stressed . the
need  for individuals  to
contact the nearest PCS
Office and set up an
appointment Staff

members - are  working as

they

fast' as can in
meeting  the demand for
assistance Every effornt
is being made so the
greatest number of
families = qualifying for
assistance will receive
some benefit

Anyone wishing to
make a donation toward

the utility assistance can
make their check payable
to Panhandle Community
Services, PO Box 3215,
Amarnllo, Texas 79120,
or take their check to the
nearest PCS Office. PCS
1s a 501-(¢c) 3)
Community Action
Agency and donations are
tax deductible

After Graduation Party
Committee Organizes

A group of ten high
school parents . recently
met to begin preliminary
plans for the annual
After Graduation Party
Several new ideas were
presented  with  several
parents  volunteening to
begin the necessary work
The group 1s working on
a different raffle 1dea as
one of the major fund
raisers. Karen - Brown
volunteered to head this
project Donna Bamett
volunteered to help with
the secretanal duties and

Marcia Cofrad
volunteered to. head the
committee and be n
charge of finances

Ideas e still
welcomed The next

meeting will. be on Feb
7th at 6:30 p.m. at the

school Please join the
group and. offer your
ideas, suggestions, and
help.

This party benefits

Did you take

W&

o

> ~
N o :

www omitd.com

Don’t Miss \\mh-;,(’ learance Sale

OLD MiLL o,
“TRADE DAYS

Sth & Hwy 207, Post, 1¢
February 2-4, 2001

all high school students
and 1s supported by the
Texas DOT, the Groom
ISD, parents, - and  the
Groom community. It is
a drug and alcohol free
party which 18
conducted as a "lock-in.”
Anygne interested n
helpyg with the party 1s
encouraged to attend the
meetings and to
volunteer!

Internet Service §i

3505 Otsen, Seltp 103
Amadiio, TX 79109
Telephone: (306) 3553539
Facsmile: (306) 3552705
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Trucks line up on FM 2300 trying 1o

get as close as they can 1o hot coffee and good food

Social Security & SSI Regipients Should Consider Direct Deposit

Social Secunty and than everjit is wise tor through Direct Deposit.
Supplemental Secunty folks whq receive SSI  Leave the 19th Century
Income (SSI) benefits for and Socid Secunity to horse-and-buggy paper
almost 50 million get their | payments the check method behind.
Amencan will increase 2Ist Centdry way. That Direct Deposit is the
this month. Now, more means electronically, safest, simplest and most
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convenient way 1o receive
a payment from the U.S

Treasury Anyone who
receives Social Secunty,
SSI, Rail Road
Retirement, or Veterans

benefits 15 ehigible to use
Direct Deposit @& bank,
credit umion,- or savings
and loan. If you already
have a bank account and
want to sign up for
Direct ' Deposit, simply
tell your banker the next
time you go to deposit
your Federal payment
Most = banks . offer low
cost or no-cost accounts

to senior

citizens d
people with low mcc:ﬂ:

The U.S. Treasury has
created a new type of
account that i1s completely
electronic It 1s called
the Electronic Transfer
Account or ETA. - Any
financial institution who
agrees to offer the ETA
must allow any Federal
payment recipient to open

an account ETA
accounts include a
minimum of four

transactions per month at

a bank or ATM and at
point of sale (POS)
stores such as grocery
stores and other chan
department  stores The
monthly fee for an ETA
may not exceed $3.00
This account 1s accessed
by an ATM card or at
the bank teller window,
and there 1s no. check
wrnting The fees may
be lower and more
transactions may be

allowed depending on the
mstitution

By January 1, 2001,
Texas will have a total
of 64 federally insured
financial institutions  at
670 locations offenng the

ETA.. To find a location
in your arca, call your
local bank or credit
union. * You can also call
1-888-382-3311 or go
www etd-find.gov on the
World Wide Web
[exans wh feceiIve
federal bepefits can call

2-9240 for

IF YOU HAVE pninting
all The News at 248

7333 779-2141
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" increase in

Panhandle Community
Services Out Of Funds

Demand for
assistance  exceeds
$456,000 available
in the panhandle
Raymond,
Director
concern about

utility
the
funds
Johnny
Executive
expressed
the large

families
assistance n
their gas bill
of the numbers
of families already on
wr - waiing ~ Lists, 1t
became evident our funds
would be exhausted by
the end of February f
the entire bill was to be
paid  There was no way
we'  could - assist - the
numbers, - therefore, a
decision was made to
pay for half of the
current hill for those
families meeting the

125% of the required
poverty guideline The

seeking

paying
"Because

family will have to make .

arrangements to pay the
other half of the bill."
Local PCS offices have
available limited funds
The first pnionty 1s to
assure the utility will not
be cut-off. Most utility
companies are willing to
work with famihies wath

payment schedules. After
providing income
documentation and a
copy of the current gas
bill, PCS staff will notfy
the gas company of the
amount of assistance to

be provided

Raymond stressed the
need for individuals to
contact the nearest PCS
Office “and set up an
appointment Statt
members are. working as
fast = as they can n
meeting the demand for
assistance Every effont
is. being made so the
greatest number of
famihes qualifying for
assistance  will = receive
some benefit

Anyone wishing to
make a donation toward
the utility assistance can

make their check payable
to Panhandle Community
Services, PO Box 3215,
Amanllo, Texas 79120,
or take their check to the
nearest PCS Office. PCS
1s a 501<c) 3)
Community Action
Agency and donations are
tax deductible

After Graduation Party
Committee Organizes

A group of ten high
school - parents recently
met to begin preliminary
plans for - the annual
After Graduation Party.
Several new ideas were
presented with several
parents  volunteering . to
begin the necessary work
The group i1s working on
a different raffle 1dea as
on¢ of the major fund
raisers. Karen Brown
volunteered to head this
project Donna Bamett
volunteered to help wath
othe secretanal duties and

Marcia Conrad
volunteered  to - head the
committee  and be n
charge of finances

Ideas are still
welcomed The next

meeting will be on Feb.
7th at 6:30 p.m. at the

school Please join the
group and offer your
ideas, suggestions, and
help.

This party benefits

IDid you take

I)nn t Miss \\ml\

all high school students
and 1s ‘supported by the
Texas DOT, the Groom
ISD, parents, and the
Groom community. It s
a drug and alcohol free

party which 18
conducted as .a “lock-in.”
Anyone interested n

helping with the party 1s
encouraged to attend the
mtellns\
volunteer!
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Girls Beat ﬁamnomood

Groom High Schdol

Girls played Samnorw Lauren Crowell

last week and i Cassic Ashford scored 4,
Amanda Martin 3, Brin
their District record I
g lBm'gm 2 and Jill Britten
Candace Bohr lead "The Eties are
Ettes to the 66-26 vict¥yY for  their toughest
scoring 20  poinfs. opponent  in :
Amanda Conrad Hedley, there on Fridn'
contributed 12  poinks, might X d
Knsanne Davis 10, X

Nichole Bamett 8 and

Hurting? Need Someone To Help?
Solutions ARE possible for:
Marriage & family problems
Substance abuse | Anxiety, grief or depression
Rejection, anger, of other emotional problems
Ged really doet heal hurting hearts!
To find out how is possible, call or emal:
(806) S37-3971 or rasgarker@arn.nct
Dr Purker
Victory in J Comnseling Cemter
PO Bex 73 Plmhandie, Texas 79068

Brittany Martin

Jr. High Cagers Compete

with 9 and  Malorie

Magan Bivens scored 4, scored 1 point each.
Katy Britten camed 2,  The cubs lost 11 to 25
and Gailynn Drewery in the Miami match up.
also had 2 points. The Carter Wilson was high
Ettes lost to Hedley 48 point with 3.  Kelby
to 20. - Noack, Jeff Rios, and
The boys ran into the Blsine  Britten each
same trouble, losing 53 scored 2 points. Brandon
to 16. Senkt I‘mllenh'm and Chance
Brandon Jenkins Barkley scored 1 point
the scoring with 6 points, egch.

Adam Britten and Kelby The finals were
Noack scored 4 each. canceled due 0 the
Thane Barkley scored egther.

Shop Your Hometown Convenience Store
We Invite all
School Kids
To Come by for Our
“After School Specials”

Remember to fill up with Quality Texaco Fuel

ATTEBURY GRAIN, INC
BARKLEY’S AUTO REPAIR

CHAMBERLAIN MOTOR CO.
CLAUD ROBINSON

DAIRY QUEEN OF GROOM
FRIEMEL BROTHERS

GREAT PLAINS CROP SERVICE
GROOM FLYING SERVICE
PAV'S TIRE SERVICE

SHORT GRASS FEED CO.

STATE NATIONAL BANK
MEMBER F.D.1.C.

THE GROOM NEWS
THE CITY OF GROOM

WIEBERG WELDING
BILL & NORMA JEAN HOMER
ED, ELLEN, & TODD GRAY
JIGES & JANIE BRITTEN
BILL & VIRGINIA JONES
JACK & JUANDELL BIVENS
BILL & JOAN MUSSER

- N00-2001

Cody Babcock

» )}Doug Fields l l

Tigers Claw Eagles

was very

HiL

]JE%

fife
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:
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£
¥ed

'H:

[Es&
Eegf
1

g

McLean on Tuesday the had 3 rebounds. Clay
6th. We need everyone’s Britten had 2 points,
the district championship. assists. Cody Babcock
Against  Samnorwood, had 7 points, and
Dewayne Gray had 24 rebounds.

R & L FUEL

GROOM, TX. 248-7586
OIL CHANGE & LUBE.......525.95
Includes 5 gts. oil, filter & top off fluid levels. 4x4 extra
We carmy most major brand of oil in quarts or by the case
In tres we cary TOYO NATIONAL & DATON at competitive
prices Wohavedcodu‘bdwasfungmagm'

CALL OR COME BY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

GROOM

Dewayne Gray
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Ladies Shirts &

Panhandle Slim, Rope

Wrangler &
Rugged Wear by

Girls Shirts by
Panhandle Sli
Rocky Jeans starting

Remember... the
o Winter Clear:

* WAYNES WES

WEN DAty 9 AM TO 6 P M THLRS

1504 N. HOBAR

Spring Arrivals
Men’s Shirts by OTC, |
Panhandle Slim, Mo Betta & Roper

louses by

Cruel Girl, Wrangler, Rockies,

& Circle T Skirt |

& Blouse Coordinated by Rough Rider |
Boys Shirts by Paghandle Slim,

p Hand
angler Jeans

Wrangler,
h & Banjo
at size 12 months

s still lots of

nce ems
ERN WEAR

* 665-2925

, And Nobody Did! sclie
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. JUNIOR HIGH ENDS
Capitol Rm 251
lost enough. We lose PO Box 12428-Austin, TX 78711 SEASONGNW Juni High
more - overydsy. . We 1-800-843-5789 Fax 1-512-463-1849 st
have always prided our email-www.governor. state. tx. us last I“'“hwithwmn
selves on the value of g i i
education we give our Llaanovunor-SwquibIanFloorE avm“-v{';n
kids, and we have never PO Box 12068-Austin, TX 78711-2068 d"“"l g e
minded paying for it. 1-512-463-0001 Fax 1-512-463-0039 'S "mal mu"“‘:
But what is the real email-www.senate. state. tx. us E pu.l: :' )
price when L SO
lmlc::o:{)awau; Comptroller of Public Accounts Magan  Bivens added
program or another; when  111'E 17th-LBJ OB PR T Sy .
we B ot e PO Box 13528-Austin, TX 78711-3528 o ek Kecia
inenp g  ‘ooming 1-800-531-5441 Fax 1-512-475-5441 “°"""| g Karla
through” teachers 1 email-www. window. state. tx. us 3
of those who have made P o .
a commitment to Representative-Warren Chisum
community  and ﬁ PO Box 2910 EMERGENCY FARM
students. Austin, TX 78768-2910 IB'OAN APPLICATIONS
We are all losing and 1-512463-0736 Fax 1-512-463-5896 BING ACCHFTED
the state of Texas will . G el
get just what it pays for Jeri Stone Rors A .C“"thm
f isn't done. %““‘“’0 Director of Texas Classroom ot “. ble o
o w emergency loans on
1-512-477-%415 I : 19, .
Jim Nelson Applications for
Commissioner of Education ml hl byml f°'|
1-512-463-8985 e e bt
ocumud}qmy 1, 2000
INTERESTING WEBSITES SRS
www.tasb.org/legislative/index ws. - (F;':'
www.capitol.state. tx.us Ageacy )
Www. tex. state. tx. us See Loan, pg. 6

Internet access growing faster,
easier for Texans

t took 38 years for radio to reach 50 million American

homes; 12 years for television. The Web took only four — and

with it have come unprecedented entertainment, educational
and economic opportunities.

Today, with the help of a new generation of
communications technologies, what used to be the “World
Wide Wait” is quickly becoming a new, wide-open window to
the world. High-speed Internet access is the wave of the future,
and companies are hurrying to upgrade and extend their
networks worldwide.

Gary Stevens

But as we speed into this Information Age, we must make sure Texas’ rural
communities don't get left behind.

Until now, low population density and expansive geographic distances have made it
difficult to provide some types of services to some areas. And if technology is to meet the
needs of an economically diverse state like ours, then a “one-size-fits-all” approach simply
may not work.

The good news is we don’t have to depend upon a single option. Initial research
conducted by a special committee of the Texas House suggests that a broad variety of
technological capabilities is available out in the marketplace — today.

In addition to existing telephone lines — which can readily accommodate most
e-transactions — a new breed of satellite and wireless systems are eliminating the
geographic constraints of land-based networks. These advanced communications
technologies are delivering swift, affordable alternatives to traditional telephone and cable
Internet connections. .

Texans deserve high-speed Internet access through the technology that best meets
their individual needs. Luckily, with so many options available, it's clear that technology is
becoming one of rural America’s best allies. Southwestern Bell is
proud to be working with Texas policymakers to ensure technology is
converted into new services accessible by all Texans.

Gary StevSns
Director
External Affairs

Southwestern Bell
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CAPITOL
COMMENT

U.S. SENATOR
KAY BAILEYHUTCHISON
AGENDA FOR THE 107* CONGRESS

The 107 Con, ' agenda is simple and clear:
Work to emphasiZ quality public education, main
tain our economic growth and global leadership and
modernize our health and Social Security systems. We
want to produce results f@r families and children, men and
women, all Americans. We seek bipartisan cooperation
and will initially focus a deal of thought and effort in
the following arcas:
Education: At the levels, our universities and
colleges are the finest in the world. Students and research-

- ers from across the globe fome to the United States to study
and learn. But at the s&ondary and clementary school
levels, we have a wide disparity of quality and needs. Of
course, our historical an tradition is for educational
decisions to be sorted outat the local and community level,
and local property taxep typically provide most of the
funding for our school§ We want to ensure that local
decision-making remaing paramount, and that Washington
does not dictate to k families and teachers how their
children should be educ

nt can help in so many ways.

challenging advanced-place-
incentives for mid-career or
retired professionals to classrooms and teach where
they can make a real diff@rence. We will work with the new
President 10 emphasizd these targeted yet flexible ap-

" proaches as an alternativg to simply spending more money

without results.

Restoring our capability: At the Republi-
can Convention, Vice President Cheney pledged to our
military forces that help fvas on the way. We can deliver on
that promise by focusing quickly on military readiness and
modernization. While dur forces are the best trained and
equipped in the world todlay, it is still very difficult for them
10 adequately address many missions they've been

Loan

in Clarendon o
the FSA office in Pam
Larry Goetze said
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assigned. We must increase the size of our force, with an
emphasis on combat troops and equipment. We are fortu-
nate to have as our partners in the new administration Vice
President Dick Cheney, Secretary of State Colin Powell
and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. With their sup-
port and cooperation, we can identify the areas which need
the quickest attention and move aggressively to fix the

Tax relief: We have passed bipartisan tax relief bills
in the last two years, only to see our work ended with the
President’s veto pen. Things have changed now. President
Bush made tax relief a major theme of his campaign and he
is preparing to send to the Congress a number of significant
measures (0 provide this relief. One of those measures will
be to cut tax rates across the board for all Americans.
Another will be relief from federal taxes levied on families
when a loved one dies. For millions of Americans, elimi-
nation of the federal tax penalty on marriage will also be a
high priority item, and on January 22, I introduced legisla-
tion to end it. This year, I'm optimistic we will.

Social Security and Medicare Reform: Both of
these are also high on our list. We have taken the lead,
with key Democrats, including Louisiana Senator John
Breaux, to reform Medicare and give seniors new pre-
scription drug and other benefits and options, while at the
same time putting the program on a sound financial track
to keep it solvent and available for future generations of
retirees. President Bush has a specific plan to implement
a Medicare prescription drug benefit, in the context of
overall reform, and I am confident Congress will take up
the issue in short order.

Energy Independence: Finally, we share President
Bush's commitment to developing and implementing a
comprehensive national energy policy. We should con-
tinue our commitment to making our nation more fuel
efficient and to developing new sources of energy. We
must also explore and develop new production of the
traditional resources that still meet the vast majority of our
energy needs. We have gone from 36 percent dependence
on foreign oil during the 1994 oil embargo that nearly
crippled our economy to 56 percent dependence today. The
alternative to expanding domestic production is a growing
reliance on imported oil from OPEC nations that do not
share our interests. With new exploration, conservation
and tax incentives to the hundreds of thousands of small
business oil producers who cannot survive the boom-bust
cycle without them, we can reverse this trend.

A host of other issues awaits us, but these are some of
the first that will be on the congressional agenda in this new
year. [ expect President Bush and Congress to seek sensible
solutions that enjoy broad support across parties.
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