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Latinos project major gains in Congress in 2012
By Marc Heller 

The 2010 census is two years away, but ana
lysts already are predicting sizable Hispanic 
gains in Congress when mapmakers redraw 
congressional district lines to keep pace with 
population trends.

Heavily Hispanic districts are likely to be 
created in Texas and Florida — two slates that 
stand to gain additional seats in the House of 
Representatives — and in California, even 
though that stale is not likely to add seals in 
Congress, analysts say.

Population growth in Texas and throughout 
the Southwest should create opportunities for 
a number of seats that Hispanics could win if 
the right candidates come along, and depend
ing on whether Democrats or Republicans in 
those states’ legislatures control the redistricl- 
ing. said Nathan Gonzales, political editor of 
the Rolhenberg Political Report, a nonpartisan 
publication in Washington. D.C.

"There are just so many moving parts," 
Gonziles says. “You’re increasingly going to 
see the Southwest be the batUegiound." The 
House has 25 Hispanic members. California 
leads with 10, Texas has six and Florida four.

pick up Hispanic districts, says Andy Hernan
dez, a political analyst in Austin and author of

Analysts’ projections are based on Census Almanac of Latino Politics 2000. If Texas 
picks up a pair, he says, ‘There’s no question 
in my mind that at least one will be a Latino 
district, if not both.

“You get to four, and it’s almost impos
sible" not to draw additional Hispanic districts. 
Hem^dez maintains, because of Hispanic 
population growth and the federal Voting 
R i^ts Act’s requirement that districts be drawn 
to keep ethnic or racial groups together when 
there is sufficient concentrated population.

Mapmakers may also have to make up for not 
creating Hispanic districts in Dallas and Hous
ton after the 2000 census, says David Wasser- 
man. House analyst for the nonpartisan Cook 
Political Report in Washington. D.C. Key wUl

Bureau estimates. Between 2000 and 2006 the 
Hispanic population grew from 35.3 million to 
43 million.

If trends hold, Texas will be the big winner, 
gaining between two and four House seats due 
not only to its fast growth, but to stagnant or 
declining population in other states. Because 
the House must remain at 435 seats, the allo
cation of seats to various states changes with 
every 10-year population count

Arizona and Florida could each gain two 
seats. The fastest growing state by percent
ages. Nevada, could gain one more seat, ana
lysts say.

In Texas, Dallas and Houston are likely to

IVen^s B r ie f s
McCain and Clinton Win Florida Primary

It was a close race; but in the end Senator John McCain won die all or nothing Florida pri
mary with over 36% of the vrte; ewnpared to 32% for Mitt Rorimey.

In the Democratic primary. Hillary Clinton bested Barack Obama; although the state had 
been stripped of all of its delegates by the Democratic National Committee after the state 
changed its primary date.

The race was a close one between Romney and McCain. The Romney campaign had run 
over 4.000 more ads than McCain; and that may have been the reason the race was as close 
as it was.

All the candidates now look towards Super Ttiesday when 24 states will hold either a party 
primary or caucus.
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Gonzales to Make it Official Soon
On Wednesday, El Editor received confirmation from the city that Armando Gonzales “did 

pick up a candidate information packet ftx)m the City Secretary’s office today (Wednesday)". 
This means that Gonzales is one step closer to formalizing his decision to run for the district 
2 seat.

Three weeks ago E  Editor reported that Gonzales was considering a run for the District 2 
council seat now held by Floyd Price. Sources now tell E  Editor that Gonzales will make it 
(^cial during the filing period; between February 1! and March ID 

Councilman Price has already announced his intention to mn for re-election and District 2 
Rsident Gilbert Salinas has also announced his intention to seek the seat. The question now 
becomes which challenger poses the greatest challenge to Price? And with the filing deadline 
more than a month away; will other candidates throw their hat in the ring?

Gonzales first became known to Lubbock residents this past year when he, along with his 
wife Nadia and other Lubbock residents, organized an effort to force a recall election against 
District 1 Councilwoman Linda DeLeon. Ironically, if Gcmzales is elected, both he and De
Leon will serve together on the council.

Whtther Gonzales' role in the recall effort will hurt him is something Gonzales is not wor
ried about He tells E  Editor that if he is succe.ssful and is elected, he will represent the inter
ests of District 2 residents first and foremost He says that the residents of District 2 are ready 
for someone who will stand up and speak for them and that he wiU work with everyone on the 
couiKil. including DeLeon, to improve the quality of life for all Lubbock residents.

Gonzales also said that be will focus on economic development: an area he says "Price has 
<mly talked about but has produced very few concrete results in”. But he emphasizes that the 
race will not be about personalities but rather who will do the best job of representing District 
2 residents.

Any resident interested in filing for the city council can pick up a candidate’s packet at the 
City Secretary’s office at city hall. Packets include information on campaign ethics, finance 
and election law. Candidates may file for election between February 11 and March 10. Early 
voting begins April 28 and nms through May 6. Eection Day is May 10.
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City Council Votes to Divert Money from Sharp 
Freeway to Build Slide Road Overpass

Residents who commute to their job or travel to the city’s north side may one day have an 
.ahemate and faster route to get to the rapidly growing area north of Loop 289 and east of 
Rankford.
At last week's council meeting, council members voted to divert money cniginally intended 
for construction on the Marsha Sharp freeway and div«t it to build an oveipass connecting 4th 
street with north side streets like Erskine Street north of Loop 289.
As the area has consistently grown both residentially and commercially; so have traffic vol
umes. The city’s plans calls fw $12.5 million dollars to be combined with an additional $12 
oiilliuQ dollars in city funds already designated for “transportation costs" and used to build an 
overpass from 4th street which wiU extend northward over the north loop.
It is not expected that the proposed construction will cause city property taxes to go up. The 
cotmcil action will not be official until the council votes again in February.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Federal Reserve Cuts Interest Rates
In an expected move, the Federal Reserve cut interest rates by VI of one percent on Wednes
day. This could mean pxMentially good new s for homeowners being impacted by the sub prime 
memgage crisis. It may also mean good news for homeowners with adjustable rate mortgages; 
or ARM’s as they are also known, since they may be in a position to refinance their loans al a 
lower interest rate.
h is not known just what effect the lower interest rates will have, if any, on credit cards yet but 
&e cut is expected to impact the interest rate lenders charge to borrow money.
The stock niarket though was not impressed with the lowered interest rate as the Dow Jones 
closed 37 points down.

be who controls the state legislatures. They 
draw the congressional map in most states.

Those elections are already in play. "Those 
who win in 2008 draw the lines in 2010,” 
Hem^dez says.

The process begins in summer 2010 when 
the census count begins. Latino organizations 
are already making plans to boost participa
tion; Latinos are typically undercounted. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has said districts must be 
drawn with an actual headcount, not the sta
tistical adjustments the government uses for 
federal programs, for instance.

In January 2011, Congress will approve an 
apportionment plan — the number of seats per 
state. In March of that year through the sum-

ruvian immigrants could mean an additional 
Hispanic district, he adds.

California could gain Hispanic districts in 
San Diego or the San Fernando Valley, Steven 
Ochoa, director of voting rights and policy re
search at the William C. Vel^uez Institute’s 
California office, suggests. Although some 
analysts have said California stands to lose 
one House seat because of slowing population Senate?
growth. Ochoa feels a worst-case scenario is At present, only Eorida, Colorado and 
to break even. New Jersey are represented in that cham-

Analysts do not expect many Hispanic berbyHispanics. It’s only a matter of time 
congressional gains in other states, including before states like California, Texas and 
Nevada, despite population growth. In some New Mexico join in., 
states such as Georgia, the Hispanics are too lMarcHeU^ r̂.basedinWashmgm.D.C.isacom^  ̂
spread out to build a congressional district, columnist Mlhmsp<mUUnk News Service, f

Edwards and Giuliani 
Exit Presidential Race

By Abel Cniz
John Edwards’ populist voice and message resounded with many Americans who are still con

cerned about issues like poverty and universal health care. Unfortunately for the former United 
States Senator, the message just did not teach enough people to make a difference at the polls.

On Wednesday; less than a week after he had come in 3rd in the South Carolina Democratic 
primary and one day after the former Senator came in third again in the Florida primary; Edwards 

told a gathering of supporters that “Today 1 
am suspending my campaign for the Presi
dency”.

Edwards made his announcement in the 
same city where he originally announced 
his intention to seek the Democratic nomi
nation; in New Orleans’ lower 9th ward; 
the hardest hit area during Hurricane Ka
trina Edwards’s campaign had not made a 
decision whether to endorse either Barack 

Obama or Hillary Clinton; but his endorsement of a candidate is seen as something both Obama

1%
detailed population counts will give ^ovet; and it may come with a price.

mapmakers in each state the information they 
need to start drawing districts. The 2012 elec
tion will be the first with the new congressional 
districts.

In Florida, growing communities of Puerto 
Rican. Venezuelan and Colombian immigrants 
could lead to creation of another Hispanic dis
trict in the Miami area, points out Guarione 
Diaz, president and chief executive officer 
of the Cuban-American National Council. In 
Orlando, more Colombian. Mexican and Pe-

Taxpayers Might Get 
Rebate in Effort to 
Stimulate Economy

The House has voted yes; now Americanlax- 
payeis will have to wait and see what the Sen-

Edwards described how he had met so many people during his campaign who symbolized what 
his campaign stood for; and who shared the same ideals which he espoused. ”We see you, we hear 
you; we are with you; and we will never forget you” said Edwards as he summed up his feelings 
about his campaign experience before television cameras.

Edwards also said that he had spoken to both Barack Obama and Senator Hillary Qinton and 
that both candidates had agreed to make ending poverty central to their presidential nominations 
campaigns and that as president, depending on whoever wins, they will both make ending poverty 
and economic inequahty central to their administration.

Edwards also said that his wife’s battle with cancer had nothing to do with his decision to with
draw and that she is “doing well”.

___  ___  _  On the RepubUcan side, former New Yoik Mayor and 9-11 hero Rudy Giuliani also dropped
does before they can begin planning how to Republican race. Giuhani had put all his pohtical fortune on the Florida primary but

........................................................ came in a disappointing 3rd place behind McCain and Romney. Giuhani had campaigned most
ly in Florida; although he had spent large sums of money iii previous state primaries like New 
Hampshire. Giuliani had hoped to win Florida’s 57 delegates to propel him into Super ’Ttiesday 
as a top contender.

But that was not to be. Giuhani appeared with Senator John McCain in Cahfomia on Wednes
day afternoon before a previously scheduled RepubUcan debate and endorsed his former rival by 
saying, “I am very proud to endorse my ftiend, and fellow RepubUcan, a hero, John McCain of 
Arizona, for president of the United States of America ”

In announcing his intention to drop out. Giuhani told supporters that “When you run for presi
dent of the United States, you spend a lot of time thinking about the qualities you would want for 
the chief executive of the United States; someone who can be busted in times of crisis, someone 
with the clear vision about the challenges facing our nation, someone with the will and peisever- 
ance to get great goals accomphshed. Obviously, I thought I was that person,” he said. ‘The voters 
made a different choice.”

Late Wednesday night, national media was reporting that McCain would also receive the en
dorsement of Cahfomia Governor Arnold Schwaizenegger.
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spend their ’‘stimulus share” of the bipartisan 
crafted economic stimulus package.

By a vote of 385-35 with local congress
man Randy Neugebauer voting yes, the House 
voted in favor of a bill which would provide an 
economic shot in the arm. But before taxpay
ers can begin to plan on how they will spend 
their unexpected windfall; they must wait until 
the Senate decides what, if anything else, it will 
add to the House bill. Already some Senators 
have indicated that the original amount of the 
rebate wUl probably change.

The House bill ckls for a $146 bilhon dollar 
price tag for this year and $15 billion for next 
year; but that too could change by the time the 
Senate finishes crafting their version.

According to a report in The Washington 
Post; “Under the House stimulus plan, most 
workers would receive $600 from the govern
ment -  the sum would be $1,200 for couples, 
plus $300 per child. Ehgibihty for the full pay
ment would be capped at $75,000 in adjust^ 
gross income for individuals and $150,000 for 
couples. Workers with at least $3,000 in in
come last year who earned too Uttle to pay taxes 
would receive $300, plus $300 per child. Busi
nesses would receive $45 billion in tax incen
tives 10 invest in new plants and equipment”.

‘The problem with the House bill is that it ex
cludes people who do not earn enough income recen una solucidn linica: reclutar abieitamente a 
to pay taxes like retirement age senior citizens 
who are on Social Security and do not pay fed
eral income taxes. And even before passage of 
the bill, a steady stream of phone calls had been 
coming in to members of Congress from senior 
citizens demanding to know why they were left

Craig Trimbach
En cuatro aiios consecutivos, el Ejdrcito ha ex- 

pehroentado una reduccidn tanto de cantidad como de 
calidad de nuevos reclutas -  y ctiatin expeitos militates 
hispanos que contacto Hispanic Link News Service of-

Miles de Jovenes hispanos que no ci

out.
"I understand...that we don’t want to some

how derail the package, but on the other hand, 
some of the changes the Finance Committee is 
looking al would make the House package bet
ter,” said Maine Senator Susan Collins; accord
ing to The Post report.

There are two possibilities in a Senate ver
sion of the bill; if adopted the Senate bill would 
lower the rebate amount to $500 per person; 
and rebates would be sent to all taxpayers re
gardless of income level. Their proposal would 
also include a 13-week extension of unemploy
ment benefits.

During his state of the union address last 
Monday night, President Bush asked for a quick 
passage in both the House and Senate; but he 
did warn that if the bill was loaded with extra 
financial incentives he would veto the bill.

If the Senate accepts the bill in its present 
form; then there will be no need for a compro
mise on the bill and it can be passed and sent to 
Bush for his signature. If that is the case, most 
taxpayers would see their checks sometime 
around mid April according to treasury depart
ment officials.
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ninos pequenos, han sobresalido en la escuela y Uevan 
una vida ejemplar, aflraian los expenos latinos.

La politia del Ejdrcito dice que los reclutas deben set 
residentes legales. Sin embargo, un porcentaje descono- 
cido se alisla usando documentos falsos o sin que los re- 
cluladores les pidan verificacidn de su estado migralorio.

Louis Caldera, el linico latino que ha servido de Sec- 
lelatio del Ejdtcito, le explicd a  Hispanic Link News 
Service que, "H  Ejdicito puede oftecer mejotas de nivel

IS a  servir (en la fueiza mililar) como 
ano a la lesidenda y a la dudadank Los 
e han pedido ayuda en logiar que estos

el National Prionties ProjecL

que esiablecio el Depaitamento de Defensa no se estdn 
alcanzando.

El sondeo realizado pot el gnipo de investigacidn con 
sede en Massachusetts, el cual se opone publicamente 
a la guetra en Irak, concluyd que son de “alia calidad”

Edward’s choice of words that he was suspending his campaign was also an indication that he 
may try to influence how the delegates he has won in several caucuses and primaries will eventu
ally cast their delegate vote.

“We have a moral responsibihty to each other and we must do better” said Edwarrls; flanked 
by his 3 children and wife Elizabeih; and in front of the national media. Edwards also said that it 
was time for him to “step aside so that history can blaze its path; a reference to the fact that if the 
Democratic nominee wins in November it will either be the ftrst woman President or first African

Dirigentes Militares Latinos Promueven 
Reclutar a Jovenes Sin Documentos
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E d i t o r i a l
Whatever Happens; We Will Witness Historic Presidential Moment

W ith  the  departure  o f  D em ocratic  candidate  John  E dw ards, w e c a n ’t 
he lp  bu t note that regard less o f  w hich  o f  the rem ain ing  tw o  candidates 
becom es the eventual D em ocratic  nom inee; pohtical histo ry  is about to 
be  m ade.

T h is  w ill be  m uch  m ore  than  a  c u stom ary  Presiden tial e lection.
Fo r the  first tim e in A m erican  history, 232  years in the m aking; e ither 

a  w om an o r  A frican  A m erican  w ill be the  presidential nom inee  o f  the 
D em ocratic  Party,

W hen  voters go  to  the po lls in  N ovem ber, and  if  they decide  to  vote for 
the D em ocratic  nom inee, they w ill be a sked  to  m ake a  choice  betw een  
tw o  people represen ting  tw o  d ifferen t m inority  groups fo r the  first tim e in 
A m erican  history.

We like to  th ink  that th is sym bolizes a  tu rn ing  po in t in o u r history. To us 
it represen ts a  vast A m erican  po litical cultu ral change w hich  w ill resu lt in 
m ore and m ore  m em bers o f  any m inority  g roup  fee ling  like they  too  can  
achieve  the unthinkable.

It w asn ’t tha t long  ago , that the conventional w isdom  w as tha t no  ethnic  
A m erican  could  e ver be elec ted  Presiden t o f  this country ; now  that pos
sibility  has com e  c lo ser to  becom ing  a  reahty.

It w asn ’t  tha t long ago  w hen  w om en w ere  engag ing  in a  socially  chang 
ing m ovem ent based  on  concepts like equal pay  and  equal treatm ent. 
W hile  there  m ay  still be a  lot to  be ach ieved , H illary C lin to n ’s potential 
nom ination  represen ts the fiu its o f  m any w o m e n ’s ha rd  w ork  and  efforts 
w hich  said tha t w om en are ju s t as qualified as m en  are to  be President.

R egard less o f  w hat happens on  Election  D ay; and  regard less w hich 
Party w ins the elec tion ; w e are looking  forw ard  to  w im essing  h istory as 
the D em ocratic  process o f  selec ting  the respective  party  nom inees goes 
forw ard.

A s John  E dw ards so  e loquently  put it in  h is w ithdraw al speech  this w eek, 
it w as tim e fo r h im  to “ step aside so  tha t histo ry  can  b laze  its pa th” .

T o  be sure, histo ry  w ill b laze its path and  w e w ill have  a  firont seat to  the 
h istoric event.

Edilorials represent the opinion o f El Ediior's Publisher arid editorial writer. They do not 
represent the views and opinions o f El Editor's advertisers or anyone else associated with 
El Editor. To comment please email us at: eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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rrliml his poisai-

toy; ‘The apple doesn’t faB 
far from the tree”.

“El Que Pica con la Cola”
Como les va a lodos. Despeite esU ma- 
nana y estaba nevando. Pues que raro 
que durante la semana llego h^ ta  los 
70’s y ahora nevando. Bueno es como 
dicen. No les gusta el ambienie. espe- 
rese un ratito.

Y en la escena nadonal parese que es- 
tan cambiando las cosas. Ya se salieron 
Guiliani y Edwards. Ya solo quedan 
Romney y McCan en los Republicanoi 
y Obama y Clinton en los Democrala. 
Como habianos dicho que parecia que 
los votos de Texas no ib ^  a contar pues 
parese que quizas si cucnten ya que los

votos pero eso sera solo si los Democra- 
tas empiesan a trabajar y no dejan que 
los Republicanos se Ueven todo.

Pues aqui en Lubbock en la polidca 
todo estuvo muy cayado. El Ysidro y 
el Gilbert no luai dicbo nada. Solo se 
escucho un poquito sobre los signs. 
Gilbert dice que no es pa's tanto. Pues 
cuando este Alacran quebra la ley. lo 
hechan al bote y no ie hace si le digo al 
juez que no es pa’ tanto.

Hasta la prdxima. No deje que lo 
pesque este Alacran con los pantdones 
pa’ bajo ya que saben que andare por 
todas las rendijas. Suerte!

The Cruz PoimcAi Commentary
By Abel Cruz

It’s The Economy Estupido!
The reason all of the candidates have 

shifted into their “I am an economic expert 
and I can fix it mode”; and started debating 
the issues surrounding the economy 
is because when it comes to people’s 
concerns; the economy trumps a war 
and all other issues. Proving once again 
that when American’s pocketbooks are 
threatened: politicians go into overdrive; 
after all even Bill Clinton has admitted 
he won based on his “it’s the economy 
stupid” campaign.

Kennedy Endorsement Is so 
Overrated

Will the Kennedy endorsement hurt 
or help Obama? I suppose it has the 
possibility of doing both. There are those 
who hate the Kennedy’s with a passion 
and will view Senator Ted Kennedy’s 
endorsement of Obama as a reason not 
lo vote for him. And there are those who 
will vote for him regardless of Kennedy’s 
endorsement 1 just don’t think Kennedy’s 
endorsement carries as much weight as he 
and some in the national media and inside 
the beltway think it does.

I am just not sure that the label of 
“the Kennedy’s” being one of the 
"most respected Democratic families” 
as powerfully influential is still valid. 
Kennedy may be seen as the patriarch of 
the Democratic Party, but has he really 
been that effective legislatively?

To be sure he still leads the rallying 
cry for certain legislative battles; but for 
sometime now he has simply been trading 
on his family name.

Now. I do think John F. Kennedy’s daughter 
Caroline, carries much more weight Why; 
because she represents that new model of 
American voter and traditional non-voters 
who have been waiting for another idealist 
in the mold of John F. Kennedy lo arrive on 
the political scene.

Just as Caroline Kennedy has been 
touched and awakened by Barack 
Obama; so have millions of other young 
voters. This has been demonstrated in the 
record number of new Democratic and 
Independent voters who voted for Obama 
in primaries in Iowa and South Carolina; 
they loo have been touched by the Obama

That Kennedy image has always stayed 
with me; and it may color my opinion of 
his political influence. I just happen to 
think that it is not as "weighty” as some

campaign.
a personal antidote here. 

Sometime during the late ninety’s when 
I was still woridng in Washington, I 
happened to be in the old National Airport 
with my brother waiting for his plane 
to depart. When all of a sudden. Ted 
Kennedy himself is coming down the 
escalator towards where we are seated. It 
is a Monday mid-morning.

As he got closer, he looked disheveled; 
his suit coat barely 6t him and his shirt was 
all wrinkled and almost "untucked" out of 
his pants. His hair looked greasy and his 
look did not come close to be becoming 
of a United States Senator. It was not a

I guess we will find out when Democratic 
voters decide who will represent them in 
November.

Obama Victory in South 
Carolina

It seems like ages ago since the South 
Carolina Democratic Primary; but it 
was only last Saturday. And to say that 
Obama won by a landslide would be an 
understatement.

But that was not unexpected. Here he was 
running in the first southern stale primary 
and with the possibility of becoming the 
nation’s first black President; there e was 
no way that he could lose.

With 80% of all African American voters 
casting their vote for him. Obama was able 
lo easily out "race” (pun intended) Clinton 
among black voters.

Never mind what you hear about Bill 
Clinton being the "first black president”; 
never mind all the other smoke and 
mirrors; when African American voters 
went into the voting booth, the majority 
saw themselves represented and reflected 
in what they see in Obama. If they could 
look in the minor; what they would see 
staring back at them is someone who 
looks like them and reflects their hopes, 
aspirations and dreams.

And to those who say the Clinton duo is 
injecting the race card into the campaign; 
I say you are right Did you notice how 
Clinton dismissed Obama’s victory by 
saying that even Jessie Jackson won the 
South (^ ^ lin a  primary in 1988?

Low blow...
Mayor’s Race -  Martin vs. Miller
Things have been fairly quite since the 

first volleys were traded late last year right 
after Tom Martin aimounced his intention 
to run for Mayor. About the only blatantly 
political activity is Miller’s "nights of the 
roundtable” strategy in which he’s revived 
his "accessible mayoral road show” and is 
now trying to engage the public? Problem 
is that judging by the low turnout; most 
residents do not want to engage.

It may be a case of too little too late. 
People may prefer to stay home and ask 
where he was during the limes when they 
really needed to talk lo him; when the city 
was going through a chain of embarrassing 
events which included the Chippendale 
stuff, the bond election controversy this 
past summer; the red light camera fiasco 
early last year, the water restriction 
crisis?

People may be wondering why he was 
not engaging the electorate last year and 
conclude that since its election time; and

he’s made at least one radio talk show 
appearance on the ‘Tejano Tunes” talk 
ra^o  show; and has met with at least one 
Hispanic elected official. Is he trying to 
gauge the sentiment within the Hispanic 
community? Is he trying to mend some of 
the fences; erase some of the ill will that 
many perceived as him creating in his last 
year as a city councilman? Or does he 
feel that he can win the election despite 
Hispanics voting for Miller?

V ^o  knows? I do know this; I am ready 
for some public debates and campaigning 
to see where each candidate stands and 
what they plan to do about the mess we 
are in.

State of Union Earmarks
The most amazing statement I heard 

was Bush’s admonishing CongrMS during 
Monday night’s Slate of the Union when 
he said that if Congress sent him a bill 
which included unfunded earmarks that 
he would veto the bill.

This from a President who spent the last-7 
years of his administration miming up mega 
deficits and running up enormous debt?

Anyway; here’s the quote in its original 
form; mistakes and all:

"omg (oh my God) people get a grip. 
Can you imagine calling our president 
barak Hussein Obama.. .1 can’t, I pray no 
one would be disrespectful enough lo put 
this man in our whitehouse”.
Email: acruzJsc@aol.com

CaU to Action to 
Improve Economic 
Stimulus Package

T h e  S en a te  is  s o o n  lo  tak e  u p  the ec o -

reason for the dog and pony s 
As for Martin, there hasn’t been much 

activity coining ftom his camp either.
nleasant sieht at least that I have seen. I know that

nomic stimulus bill. We have urged our 
Texas Senators to vote against the House 
bill to give the Senate an opportunity to 
pioduce a better bill. If the House bill is 
defeated, we have urged our Texas Sena
tors to vote for the proposal ftom the Sen
ate Finance Committee. If an amendment 
to the proposal is offered for a temporary 
boost in food stamp benefits, we have 
strongly urged our Senators to support the 
amendment. A temporary boost in food 
stamp benefits is a particularly good eco
nomic stimulus for Texas. Our letter to our 
Texas Senators is available at http://www. 
cppp.org/files/9/Stimulus%20Letter.pdf. 
We urge you to contact each Senator with 
a strong message to support the Senate 
Finance Committee proposal and a forxl 
stamp amendment.

You can contact Senator Hutchi.son at 
http://www. senate.govZ-hutchison/con- 
tact.html.

You can contact Senator Comyn al 
http://comyn.senate.gov/public/index. 
cftn?FuseAction=Contact.Home.

900 Lydia St. I Austin, TX 78702
P 512/32002221F 512/3200227
CPPP Center for Public Pnorities

Wasteful City Government Spending
By Abel Cruz

The average price of a new home in Lub
bock is a little over $109,000 dollars. I imagine 
that if a person had say $265,000 dollars to 
spend, one could get one heck of a beautifiil 
home built

In a classic example of how elected officials 
and government types spend our tax dollars 
without blinking an eye or concern about how 
much things cost; did you hear about the new 
$265,000 dollar resliooms that are going lo be 
built at Lake Alan Henry; courtesy of Lubbock 
taxpayers? Yes, that’s over a quarter of a mil
lion dollars my fellow Lubbockites!

Last week, by a vote of 5-2 with Councilman 
John Leonard and Jim Gilbreath voting no; the 
rest of the council voted to approve a contract 
with a company based in Spokane, Washing
ton to build restrooms at Lake Alan Henry.

Now 1 have never been to Lake Alan Henry; 
but when 1 saw this my first thought was why? 
How many Lubbock residents go out there on 
any given day and will we the taxpayer ever 
see a return on our investment? And if they re
ally had to build them; couldn’t they have done 
it for less money?

Here’s how the council vote and restrooms 
were described in an email after 1 requested 
some more infomiation from a city spokesper-

The Council approved executing a con
tract with CXT of Spokane, WA (manufac
turing plant in Hillsboro, TX) in the amount 
of $265,536. Voting in favor were Mayor 
David Miller, Linda DeLeon, Phyllis Jones, 
Floyd Price and Todd Klein. Voting against 
were John Leonani and Jim Gilbreath. 
The precast concrete building includes men’s 
and women’s accessible restrooms and show
ers. There are six toilets and three lavatories 
in the women’s restroom and two toilets, four 
urinals, and three lavatories in the men’s re
stroom. Water conserving, vandal resistant 
fixtures will be used. Hot water will be avail
able at all lavatories and showers. The build
ing is completely concrete, including the floor, 
walls, roof and partitions. The appearance of 
the building meets the Sam Wahl Recreational 
Design Guidelines, including simulated “cedar 
shake” shingles, simulated lap and board sid
ing, and simulated native stone facade around 
the base of the building.

cisions and needless waste of our hard earned 
tax doUan.

And when someone like me writing in this 
newspaper points it out, we arc seen as being 
anti-city government by some. It’s not that I 
am anti-city government, but that I am against 
spending tax dollars on these types of things 
when we are continually being told that there 
is never enough money for basic operational 
expenses.

Just a few weeks ago the council approved 
going another possible $70 million dollars in 
debt without voter approval. How can we be 
going into debt on the one hand and spending 
over a quarter of a miUion dollars on restrooms 
on the other. Personally, I do not want to see 
my property tax dollars used for restrooms 
which the majority of Lubbock residents will 
never use.

And all the while, the restrooms and facili
ties in some of our city parks are in desperate 
need of repair. And most of them are located in 
the districts (1, 2, and 3) of the council mem
bers who voted for this boondoggle. Those are 
the areas where the money is needed more.

I just don’t understand the logic...
Here’s another news item which I recently 

read which caught my eye. The Lubbock Wa
ter Advisory Commission recommended that 
the city council approve a $90,(XX) dollar con
tract with Red Oak consulting “to better plan 
how future rate increases will be passed on to 
customers”

Now how does that make sense? The city 
is going to pay consultants to tell them how 
much more they can charge us for water? 
What about our own city employees; is there 
no one there who can do some research and do 
the work the consultants want to charge us so 
much for? What about the overpaid II attor
ney personal law firm that City Manager Lee 
Ann Dumbauld maintains at city hall; can not 
even one of them flgure it out?

Of course not, that would make too much sense.

In an editorial about the red Ught cameras 
the AJ says that “It’s unfortunate the city went 
ahead and budgeted $500,(XX) in anticipated 
revenue from the cameras without sufficient

Needless to say, these are the type of fi
nancial decisions which drive most taxpayers 
crazy: that is if they know about them. The 
council votes on matters like this all the time; 
most of the time spending our money foohshly. 
Problem is that most residents and taxpayers 
never hear about these wasteful financial de-

Fust of all it-wasn’t the city that did the 
budgeting; but rather City Manager Lee Ann 
Dumbauld. And to characterize the bonehead
ed decision as “unfortunate” is like character
izing the sinking of the Titanic as an accident.

Once again another example of the local 
newspaper excusing dumb bureaucratic deci
sions; and not wanting to tell it like it is.

Sad really...
Email: acruztsc@aol.com

"Freedom of Expression"
An Open Forum W here Readers 

Express their Views and Opinions
A nd  F in a lly ...
Here’s something I found in a New 

York Times column by Bob Herbert. 
It ran just like it was written in the web 
posting where the columnist first found 
it  It symbolizes that there are still many 
p^p le  out there who are deathly afr^d of 
this country electing an African American 
President. In fact, a quick story here, I 
was asked by two separate individuals if 
I thought Obama could be elected. I said 
yes; to which they said; well I guess it 
won’t matter because if he does he will

Although, in my opinion, the most important elected position that one can hold, I doubt 
very seriously if he’ll even draw an opponent. To me, this position is critical especially 
now, since the total makeup of LISD’s student population is over 50% Hispanic.

Couple that with ever increasing drop out rates, teen pregnancy rales, and increasing 
STD rales, whoever is in this position could effect change impacting our kids and their 
future.

Mario was appointed to the position after Dr. Eric Medina (whatever happened lo 
him?) resigned from the school board. At that time, there were a number of people who 
applied including, former Mayor David Langston and former City Councilman Victor 
Hernandez.

My question is, what has Mario done to help our kids or the community these past 
few years? I know he’s Linda DeLeon’s cousin and it was this fact that got him onto the 
school board in the first place but, he’s now had time to effect change.

I read in today’s paper (AJ 01 -30-08) that he only has one child in the USD  system, a 
senior at Lubbock High. Of course, he’ll argue that he’s got unfinished business lo com
plete and that he deserves a full term. Of course, Linda DeLeon will back him up for the 
sake of trying to give the impression that she calls the shots for the Hispanic community. 
But, aren’t we as a community (Hispanic community) getting tired of voting for people 
that do nothing? Doesn’t the Hispanic community have serious issues to deal with, 
especially concerning our school system? I mean, look at the number of senior school 
administrators including principals and see how many Hispanics are there? Truth be 
told, this school system is run by the Anglo community even though we, Hispanics and 
blacks, make up Ae bulk of those being taught. Seems to be another case of not being 
trusted enough to carry the mantle of leadership.

I just wish someone else would run for the position and quite making it so easy for the 
"Do Nothings” of this world to continue to represent us. Don’t get me wrong, Mario is 
a nice enough guy buL I want someone smarter, someone willing to push the envelope 
and someone willing to stand up for our kids and not just vote with the majority time 
after time after time. Is there no one?
RMS. Lubbock
"Freedom o f Expression" is a weekly feature o f El Editor. We invite readers to 
submit their letters, commentaries and opinions for publication. All submissions 
will be subject to our editorial policies and practices; and may be edited due to 
space limitations. Submissions may be sent vie email to eleditor@sbcglobal.net

ReiJutamiento (\jene de la primera)
Secretario oaoooal de Hispai îc War Veterans of 

America. Jess (Quintero, alinnd que. “A final de cuentas, 
la fuerza m itar no resulta ser una opcxia atracdva". sin 
embargo, 'lo s  hispaoos son painotas. Sirvea con otguDo. 
Sabemos que los servicios estin con necesidad de reclutas. 
Dcbcroos apoyar lambi^n a las tropas sin documenlos”.

Q  ex ccMnaodante de las fuetzas de la coalicido, te- 
menle general (jubilado) Ricardo Siocbez lam bic se 
uni6 01 apoyo. “El E j^ ito  esti tr^ jando  muy duro 
por abviar la disparidad’', le dijo a Hispantc Link. Los 
hi^anos bajo su comaodo, dijo. eran “mejores que el 
pfomedio” y “excedieron por mucho” lo que 61 eq>eraba 
de sus soldados, giacias a una tradiodn de competeocia
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Caldea ex secretano del Ejfrcito, dice que su men- 
saje al Ejfrcito es cl mismo hoy que lo que (ue en el 
2001: “B  pais oeoe que apTcoder a valerse de la oomu- 
Qtdad h i s p ^  eo toda oportuntdad. Estamos pertbcndo 
talento que no nos cooMene desperdmar. Los hi )̂arK)s 
son cribcos al futuro 6xjto del Ejercilo”

((jtug Tnmbach. de Washington. D.C.. es escn- 
tor mdepeodiente Comuniquese coo 61 mediaote 
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HEART TRANSPLANT  
Albert Anthony Castro

On the Internet -wtvw. eleditor.com Page 3

Texas lawm aker chides Bush for ignoring Latino needs

Albert, a 16 year old sopho
more of Idalou, Texas was 
diagnosed with a serious heart 
condition when he was 13 
during a routine sports physi
cal for football.

The family of 5 have 
moved to Houston to await a 
heart transplant that they hope 
will safe Albert's life.

To save money, the 
Castros ate suying at the 
Ronald McDonald Houston 
near Texas Children's Hos
pital while Albert awaits his 
transplant.

A fund has been set up 
for Albert Anthony Castro 
Heart at Wells Fargo Bank. 
.3405.30*. Lubbock. Tx 
79413.

We ate having a raffle 
to raise money for the Castro 
family. We appreciate your 
donations. Drawing will be on 
Sunday. Feb. 10th. For more

information or to get tickets, 
call PJ MitcheU at 742-9940 or 
Nancy Alatuz at 368-5731.

Door prizes for the draw
ing on Feb 10 are 19" LCD 
HDTV, oil Change by Express 
Care, Shampoo & Cut by Hair 
Design by Phil, Marcsage by PJ. 
Jewelry Box. Curio Cabinet by 
Havetty’s, U.S. Flag flown over 
U S. Capital, U.S. House of Rep. 
Money clip and a gift certificate 
fiom Frame Mart. The drawing 
will be Feb 10th at the Communi
ty Height Church on 8th & Frank- 
foid at 12:00 noon Tickets for this 
raffle will be on sale Sunday, Feb.
3 starting at 10 am til 12:30 p.m.

So mark your calendar 
and come out and support this 
impoitant event and show your 
support for Albert Anthony Castro. 
In advance, coordinator of this 
fundraiser PJ Mitchell would like 
to say 'thank you' on behalf of the 
Castro family.

Mario Ybarra aimounc^Tandida^ 
for LISD School Board District #1

(LUBBOCK, TX) Current Lubbock In 
dependent School District Board of Tnist 
ees member Mario Ybarra has formally 
announced his intent to seek re-election to 
the school board. Mr. Ybana has served 
on the U SD  School Board since 2(X)5.

’Ybarra and his wife Norma are the par- 
ents of two children. Their son. Vicente, is 
a 2(X)4 graduate of Monterey High School. 
Their daughter, Marisa is currently a senioi| 
at Lubbock High School.

’Ybana has been instrumental in furthering a positive direction for 
|h e  constituents in his district. During his tenure on the U SD  Board 

:>f Trustees, he has been an integral component in developing a 
positive momenmm for the District as he has worked to champion 
the cause for all children in USD. Ybarra cites a smooth transition 
to the middle school concept and the successful completion of m any| 

•projects from the 2004 bond election as major accomplishments 
•during Iris tenure on the board. 'Ybana was also a member of the 
|L1SD Bond Advisory Committee in 2004.

1 have a strong desire to serve my constituents by aggressively 
iserving the children of USD. 1 believe that our children truly 
|are our most valuable resource and as we forge the future for our 

ct andour eommuiuty^we must make certain that the children 
•remain the primary focus." -Mario 'Ybana

San Antonio lawmaker chides 
Bush en espanol

Energy issues not a priority in 
this address

A San Antonio Democrat on 
Monday chided President Bush 
before an international Spanish
speaking audience for vetoing 
children's health insurance and 
ignoring the needs of America's 
Hispanic citizens.

But state Sen. Leticia Van de 
Pune insisted beforehand that 
her message would be positive.

She was selected by House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid to deliver the Democratic 
Party’s nationally broadcast 
Spanish-language response 
immediately after Bush's State 
of the Union address Monday 
night.

"I am not taking a shot at the 
president," Van de Putte said 
from Washington early Monday, 
where she taped her remarks for 
broadcast later in the evening.

Instead, Van de Putte. who 
said she was "nervous, excited, 
honored and scared to death all 
at the same time,” touted her 
party as the source of hope for 
the estimated 12 million to 15 
million Hispanics tuning in on 
Spanish-language radio and 
television.

In her response. Van de Putte 
termed seven years o f Bush 
administration economic policy 
as a disaster for many Hispanics.

"Latinos find themselves 
working more and more in our 
country today and taking home 
fewer wages." she said.

Hispanics. 
the fastest 
growing de
mographic 
in the nation, 
are being 
courted by 
politicians as 
more Lati
nos become 
citizens and 
reach voting 
age.

In both of 
his presiden
tial cam
paigns. Bush 
went after 
the Hispanic 
vote, picking 
up more 
minority 
votes than |  ^
any previ- ^  ■ ‘
ous Repub
lican candidate for the office 
— roughly 40 percent in 2004.

But last year’s bitter immigra
tion debate, and many (30P law
makers’ unwillingness to adopt 
a reform measure backed by 
Bush, hurt Republican efforts to 
entice Latinos to join the party.

Now Bush’s approval rat
ings are near the worst of his 
eight-year presidency, and Van 
de Putte said her response was

aimed at restoring hope and 
optimism.

"1 wanted to keep it short and 
to the point but also focus on

fiom around the country.
"We share concerns that the 

rest of the country has: the 
economy, education, health care

-------------Clean Up WARNING!----------------
Guadalupe Neighborhood Association 

The Guadalupe Neighborhood Association is giving 
heads up to all the residents that want to take advantage 
of the clean up during this spring. So start gathering un
wanted items, trash and things that you can do without. 
Dumpsters will be provided by city and locations will be 
announced as the clean up dates approach the area. So 
start cleaning up and get items ready to be thrown away. 
For more information on this clean up program call 
President. File Medina-Quirino at 765-7940._________

the feeling of disappointment 
around the country and at the 
same time really touch on the 
fact that there is hope, that the 
future will be better and that 
Democrats will work to provide 
a better quality of life," she said.

Van de Putte hoped she would 
not sound “too Tex-Mex, since 
Spanish speakers in New York, 
Florida, California and Texas all 
have different accents and man
ners of speech.”

To overcome that, she said she 
practiced her delivery and pac
ing in the shower, where no one 
would bother her.

Van de Putte, who said she has 
been refining her eight-minute 
speech and vetting it with Pelo- 
si’s office, noted her comments 
were based on conversations w 
ith Hispanic politicians, business 
people and “regular citizens

and Iraq,” she said, “but I plan 
to focus on those things that 
have specific importance to the 
Hispanic community.”

“We are also concerned 
that the H ispanics’ A merican 
dream  — that their kids have 
m ore and better education and 
jo b  opportunities than they 
did — is in danger because 
o f  how  the (Bush) adm in
istration has m anaged the 
economy.”

Van de Putte, w ho later this 
sum m er will be a  co-chair at 
her party’s national conven
tion, listened to B ush’s speech 
fiom  the speaker’s box in the 
gallery.

H er com m ents w ere broad
cast internationally by Univi
sion and Telemimdo televison 
netw orks and on Spanish-lan
guage C N N  Radio.
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Pepsi, 
Mountain 
Dew or 
Sierra Mist
All Varieties 
12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans

Pepsi, Mountain Dew or Sierra Mist 
All Varieties, 2 Itr. Btls......................

4111 Dontos
l^ a c h o  C h e ^ e  '

Lay’s,
Wavy Lay’s 
or Doritos
Assorted Varieties 
12.5 -13.75 oz. 
Pre-Priced at $3.49

5 for $5

Picante Sauce

We reserve the right to limit quantities.
® 2008 United Supermarkets, LLC
hem selection and availability varies by location

Country Style

Prices effective February 1 - 7,2008

Strip Steak

UnitedTexas
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All Blood, No Guts for ‘Rambo’
Rambo is back -  angrier, uglier 

and more ultraviolent than ever.
As he did with Rcxrky Balboa in 
2006, Sylvester Stallone has resur-

world" — bares little resem
blance to the sweat-drenched, 
shiitless superhero of yore. 

This Rambo — he introduces

reeled his dejected Vietnam vet 
John Rambo for one final screen 
adventure. But where Rambo was 
once a macho symbol of 1980s 
excess, mowing down bad dudes 
in an over-the-top, comic book 
fashion, this Rambo -  paunchy, 
sullen and prone to uttering fatal
ist statements like “(bleep) the

himself as “John” -  is a hulking 
mass of once-toned muscle hid
ing beneath an oversize T-shirt, 
his face an aging, sonrowfiil slab 
of melting clay.

And once the violence starts 
-  oh yes, there will be blood, 
as well as severed limbs, spilled 
guts and grisly decapitations

— there’s no sheath of patriotism for 
the audience to hide behind.

It’s bmtal, unsettling and appall
ing.

“Rambo” opens in 
'Thailand, with Rambo 
collecting cobras for an 
undeiground snake-fighting 
ring. (That can’t pay well.) 
He’s hired to guide a group 
of American missionaries 
to Burma, where they’ll 
bring aid to the citizens of 
the war-tom country. But 
when they’re captured by 
soldiers and held captive, 
it’s up to you-know-who to 
bring them back.

Stallone co-wrote and 
directed “Rambo,” and its 
early scenes pick up where 
1982’s "First Blood” left

in “First Blood’s” bloated 
sequels, and the years of 
wear on his used tire of a 
mug speak volumes about 
Rambo’s life since we last 
left him 20 years ago. 

Soon, however, the 
•  violence takes over, and 

“Rambo” becomes just 
another bloodbath, with 

»  dismembered body parts 
flying across the screen 

almost as frequently as shell cas
ings. It’s an unfortunate ending for 
a once-great screen character who 
deserves to be known for more than 
the waste he laid to others.

‘Rambo’ GRADE: C- Rated R; 
For strong graphic bloody violence, 
sexual assaults, grisly images and 
language Running time: 93 minutes

Latin Music: 111 Nino Works Hard 
to Grow on New Album

Self-imposed isolation can 
unleash a flood of creativ
ity, says III Nino singer Dave 
Chavarri.

Case in point: the band’s 
upcoming CD “Enigma.” a 
14-lrack album where the group 
stretches out sonically with 
bilingual tunes and drawn-out 
ballads.

"We just felt that we had to 
bring a different approach to 
this recording,” Chavarri said in 
a recent interview. “When we 
record, we usually lived apart, 
so we couldn’t actually write 
together 24/7. We wrote, and ev-

ini/

call each other at 5 in the morn
ing -  *I got this riff in my head, 
come over’ It jelled really weU.
It gave you this whole freedom.”

AKso different this time around; 
111 Nino look seven months, 
instead of their usual four, to re
cord. and recorded in California, 
as opposed to New York.

One of the CD’s bright spots is 
the all-Spanish ballad “Me Gusta 
la Soledad,” where the band 
downshifts its ftenzied thrash 
metal.

“We shot a 17-hour video 
shoot for 'Me Gusta la Sole- 
dad.”’ Chavarri said.

We don’t want to have the same 
record out twice. This is our fifth 
release, really our fourth full- 
length. It was time to bring it to 
another level and to really spend 
time crafting our songs and trying 
to do something different.

“On this record, it was totally 
different. The one last thing that 
was really cool was that we 
incorporated a lot of the whole 
Latin influence in this record. We 
wrote two songs in full Span
ish, vocally. A lot more bilingual 
vocals. There’s a lot more Latin 
breakdowns.”

On another slow ballad, “De

Carlos Santana to perform at Chavez Event
The Los Angeles-based public 

benefit organization Cesar E. 
Chavez National Holiday is 
proud to announce that three 
of our nation’s top entertainers, 
GRAMMY(R) Award winning 
musician Carlos Santana, and 
acclaimed actors Martin Sheen

generations may scarce believe 
that such a man existed,” said 
Martin Sheen.

“It’s supremely important that 
a day be selected to honor the 
life of Mr. Cesar Chavez for his 
quality of service to all human
ity. His supreme cry of si se

and Edward James Olmos, have 
agreed to serve as National Co- 
Chairs of the effort to win a na
tional holiday for the late founder 
and president of the United Farm 
Workers. Cesar E. Chavez, to lake 
place on his birthday March 31.

Santana. Sheen and Olmos sup
ported Chavez during the historic 
movement to win rights for farm 
workers in California in the 
1960’s and I970’s. Their partici
pation in the current effort to win 
national recognition for Chavez 
coincides with the organizing of 
national actions and events in 
support of the national holiday to 
be held on March 31 of this year. 
Organizations in forty cities in 
twenty-five States have already 
agreed to hold events.

“Carlos Santana, Martin Sheen 
and Edward James Olmos give 
the national holiday effort a tre
mendous boost and inspiration,” 
said Evelina Alarcon. Executive 
Director of Cesar E. Chavez 
National Holiday, the organiza
tion spearheading the effort to 
win national recognition for Cesar 
Chavez. ‘These internationally 
recognized entertainers bring their 
own unique history of support 
for Cesar Chavez, farm workers 
rights and social and economic 
justice.”

“A national holiday honoring 
Cesar Chavez would secure his 
profound legacy, while future

Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Utah, Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Rhode Island.

Over 250 organizations, fifty- 
three members of Congress, many 
elected officials and celebrities sup
port a national holiday for Chavez. 
The City Council of Philadelphia 
passed a resolution unanimously 
calling for the national holiday for 
Chavez in December. The city of 
Los Angeles has done so as well.

erybody went home. Everybody 
hung out at home with family 
and girlfriends and stuff like 
that, and after that, we would 
come back.

“On this record, we woke up 
next to each other. We stayed 
in this complex together. And it 
was music 24/7. It was nonstop. 
It would be like, ‘Hey, I have an 
idea for this song.’ ‘Oh, really?

Well, come down to my pad. ’ 
And you walk three steps and 
you’re in the other person's 
place. It was a situation where 
we could write 24/7. We could

“I didn’t go to sleep until 9:30 
the next day, but it was worth it.” 

The intense rap-thrash-metal 
that 111 Ni&plusmn;o is known 
for is still there on tracks such 
as the bilingual “Estoy Perdido” 
and “March Against Me.” 

Expanding the band’s sound 
and incorporating more of a 
Latino flavor was important, 
Chavarri said.

“The band’s grown. It’s 
matured without forgetting our 
roots.” he said.

“We wanted to make sure 
the record was very cultural.

Sangre Hermosa,” 111 Nino sounds 
more like a blend of Austin’s 
Vallejo and Mexico’s Mana.

“That song, ‘De Sangre Her
mosa,' means ‘of the beautiful 
blood,’” Chavarri said. “On our 
first record, we have a song called 
‘With You.’ And this song’s very 
reminiscent of that It’s a very 
flamenco-styled song. And on 
other songs, a song like ‘2012,’ a 
lot of Afix)-Cuban beats. Differ
ent tracks of percussion, beautiful 
guitars. We really spent a lot of 
time making sure that everything 
was totally on the money.”
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puede will forever resonate as a 
positive motivator as words of 
light,” stated Carlos Santana.

Carlos Santana supported the 
effort to win a legal holiday in 
California in 1999 by inviting 
organizers to collect signatures 
on a petition for the holiday at 
concerts on his Supernatural 
tour; thousands of signatures 
were collected. The following 
year, the State of California’s 
legal holiday for Cesar Chavez 
was established; becoming the 
first time that a Latino or labor 
leader was honored in this way

Edward James Olmos also

in California at his Family 
Book Fair and Festival in Los 
Angeles, where thousands also 
signed petitions. Mr. Olmos 
called Cesar Chavez “a gift to 
humanity” who “deserves to be 
honored with a national holiday 
... He, like Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther king Jr., Mother 
Teresa and others understood 
the meaning of non violent 
social change and used it to 
elevate the human condition... 
We as a nation should celebrate 
his life at least once a year, by 
way of a National Legal Holi
day. We ALL deserve it!"

Ten states have now estab
lished Cesar Chavez Days on 
March 31 including Arizona.
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Tres candidates se asoman para 
pelear con Oscar de la Hoya en mayo

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com Page 5

Burress’ prediction underwhelm s Brady: Just 23-17?

Los nombres del estadoun- 
idense Steve Forbes, ex

gente todo el apoyo que le ha 
dado en su carrera. y por eso

camp)e6n superpluma de la 
FIB, el monarca superligero 
Paulie M alignaggi y el clasifi- 
cado numero tres de la AMB 
en peso ligero, el ucraniano 
D mitry Salita, se^barajan para 
la primera pelea de De la H oya 
en casi un aho.

De la H oya planea pelear 
el 3 de mayo antes de enfren- 
tar al estadounidense Floyd 
M ayweather en septiembre, 
segiin anuncid una fuente de 
la empresa promotora Golden 
Boy Promotions (GBP).

Ramiro G onz^ez , jefe de 
relaciones publicas de GBP, 
expresd que el multiple ex 
campeon mundial cumplir^ 
con este pleito su promesa de 
desarroUar programas boxfsti- 
cos por televisidn abierta.

L a contienda sera gratuita 
para los subscriptores de la ca- 
dena de cable H BO  y proba- 
blementfe se llevar^ a  cabo en 
el H ome D epot Center de Car- 
son (en el sur de California), y 
no en el estadio Azteca, como 
han senalado algunos medios. 
d e p re n sa . t.ijj

‘’O scar quiere retribuirle a la

para esta pelea del 3 de mayo 
se hara por televisidn abierta 
” , indied Gonzdlez.

” E1 anuncio oficial se dar^ 
posiblemente la prdxima se- 
mana. Todo depende de como 
se adelanten las conversacio- 
nes. Todo el m undo quiere 
pelear con Oscar, pero a veces 
la ambicidn rompe el saco 
y eso realmente arruina los 
mejores p lanes” , puntualizd 
G onz^ez.

E l hecho de que la pelea no 
se realice por el sistema de 
pague por ver limitard algo la 
bolsa del rival de D e la Hoya.

” No obstante, cualquiera 
de ellos recibird una compen- 
sacidn monetaiia mayor que 
cualquier bolsa jamds alcanza- 
da en su cairera” , expresd 
G onz^ez , sin mencionar ciifas 
especificas pues el combate 
aiin e s ti  en arreglos prelimin- 
ares.

La ultima pelea de De la 
H oya fue el pasado 5 de mayo 
pasado, cuando perdid por 
decisidn dividida en 12 asaitos , 
ante el estadounidense Floyd 
Mayweather.

Tom Brady scoffed. Plaxico 
Burress wondered what all the at
tention was about.

Brady was puzzled by Burress’ 
prediction that the New York Gi
ants would beat the New England 
Patriots 23-17 in Sunday’s Super 
Bowl. The fact Burress picked 
the Giants hardly surprised the 
league’s MVP. The score certainly 
did.

“We’re only going to score 17 
points?” Brady said Wednesday 
morning before chuckling. “OK. Is 
Plax playing defense?

“I wish he had said 45-42 and 
gave us a little credit for more 
points.”

Considering the Path-ots set an 
NFL record by scoring 589 points, 
Brady’s 50 touchdown passes were 
the most ever for one season, and 
Randy Moss broke Jerry Rice’s 
mark with 23 TD catches, was 
Burress might have been a bit 
chintzy.

“I know they have confidence. 
They should have confidence,” 
Brady said. ‘They are the NFC 
champions.

“I learned a lesson early in my 
career: No matter what you say 
during the week -  and God knows 
we say a lot this week — we’re 
going to be focused on going out 
and winning this game. We’re con
fident, but I don’t think we share 
our thoughts with everybody.”

Burress did. And when he 
showed up 33 minutes late for the 
Giants’ media session Wednesday 
morning, there was speculation the 
wide receiver was trying to avoid

the spotlight.
T\ims out Burress was spend

ing time with his 1-year-old son 
and family at breakfast, claim
ing he was unaware so many 
people wanted to interrogate 
him about his prediction.

Nor was he aware, he said, 
ihafa hefty fine comes with 
missing a Super Bowl week 
media session.

“I don’t understand what the 
fuss is about” Burress said, 
surrounded by at least as many 
TV cameras, microphones and 
notepads as Brady was two 
hours earlier. “Nobody wants 
to lose.

“All this is entertainment. It’s 
sports and sports are entertain
ment. So 23-17 is the prediction 
I made, but the game still has to 
be played.”

Told about Brady’s reaction 
to that score, Burress said he 
wasn’t dissing anyone.

“I’m not taking anything away 
from what those guys accom
plished,” he said. “They set all 
the records you could possibly 
imagine. They have a great quar
terback, the MVP, who threw 
for a record (50) touchdowns. 
Randy set a TD record for 
catches. They had two receivers 
with over 100 catches.

“The numbers don’t lie about 
what they have done.”

Nor do the numbers 23-17 lie 
about what Burress thinks.

“Hey. look how much fun 
everybody is having with it,” he 
said. “It makes national, interna

tional headlines, But the game still has to be played.”
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