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Latinos Confront GOP Leader Over Social Security Comments

By Rosa Ramirez

ational Hispanic leaders are
labeling as "shocking” and
"unbelievable" comments made by

House of Representatives Ways and

" Means Committee chairman suggesting
that race and gender should be among the
determining factors in allocating Social
Secunty benefits.

Thomas made the remarks duning an
interview Jan. 23 on NBC News' Meet the
Press. As the highest-ranking House
Republican overseeing Social Securnty
legislation, he spoke during the Sunday
moming talk show intending to clear up his
earlier comments that criticized President
Bush's plan allowing individuals to create
private Social Security accounts.

Reiterating a potential need to consider
gender in allocating benefits, Thomas
added, "We need to examine the question
of race in terms of how many years of
retirement do you get based upon your
race.”

Meet the Press host Tim Russert probed,
“Do you think Congress, Mr. Chairman,
would accept any formula that said that
people would be treated differently because
of gender or their race?"

Thomas responded, "If we discuss it and
the will is not to do it, fine. At least we
discussed 1t."

Brent Wilkes, national executive director
for the League of United Latin American
Citizens, called Thomas' comments
"outrageous and unbelievable."

Wilkes commented to Hispanic Link
News Service that the suggestion was
intended to tell different ethnic groups that

Latinos Enfrentan el Dirigente Republicano

there are different payoffs so each can see
different benefits

"I think 1t's a termble 1dea,"” he said.

In a letter addressed to Thomas, U.S.
Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), who serves
on the Social Security Subcommittee on

Ways and Means, and Rep. Stephanie
Tubbs Jones (D-Ohio) wrote, "We hope
that you will immediately clarify your
previous statements regarding benefit cuts
and the role race and gender should play in
any Social Security proposal.”

Becerra related to Hispanic Link that he
was "shocked and scared," especially

because those who would be most affected
under such a proposal are those who need
the benefits the most

"I can't imagine there would be any
Democrat support for such proposal.” he
added.

Mario Lopez, executive director for the
Republicans' Congressional Hispanic
Conference, told Weekly Report that the
chairman's comments suggest that race and
gender should be included in the Social
Security discussion and not that benefits
should be weighed by race or gender.

"Chairman Thomas 1s rightly concerned

por Sus Comentarios Sobre Seguro Social

por Rosa Ramirez

irigentes hispanos nacionales til

dan de "chocantes" e "inconcebi

bles" los comentarios del director
de comité de medios y arbitrios de la Ca-
mara, el representante Bill Thomas (repub-
licano por California), que sugieren que la
raza y el género deberian estar entre los
factores determinantes al distribuir benefi-
cios del Seguro Social.

Thomas hizo los comentarios durante una
entrevista el 23 de enero en el programa de
noticias de NBC llamado "Meet the Press".
Como el republicano de mayor categoria
con autoridad sobre la legislacion del Seg-
uro Social, hablé durante el programa mat-
utino del domingo con la intencion de
aclarar comentarios que habia hecho anteri-
ormente que criticaban el plan del presi-
dente Bush que permitiria que los individu-
0s crearan cuentas privadas de Seguro So-
cial.

Al reiterar la posible necesidad de con-
siderar el género al distribuir los benefi-
c108, Thomas anadi6, "Debemos examinar
la cuestion de raza en términos de la can-
tidad de anos que uno recibe en base a su

A Moral Qutrage.

anutﬂr del programa, Tim Russert, hizo
ahinco en el comentario, ";Le parece que
el Congreso, Sr. Director, acepartaria algu-
na formula que dijera que se trate de man-
era distinta a las personas por razon de su
geénero o su raza?"

Respondié Thomas, "Si lo discutimos, y
la voluntad de hacerlo no existe, esta bien.
Al menos lo discutimos”.

Brent Wilkes, director ejecutivo a nivel
nacional de la Liga de Ciudadanos Latino
Americanos Unidos, dijo que los comentar-
10s de Thomas eran "escandalosos" ¢ "in-
concebibles”.

Wilkes le comento a Hispanic Link News
Service que la sugerencia tenia el fin de
avisar a los diferentes grupos étnicos que
existen diferentes recompensas para que
cada uno vea diferentes beneficios.

"Me parece una idea terrible", dijo.

En una carta dirigida a Thomas, el repre-
sentante democrata por California, Xavier
Becerra, miembro del subcomité de medios
y arbitrios del Seguro Social y la represen-
tante democrata por Ohio, Stephanie Tubbs
Jones, escribieron, "Esperamos que de in-

One American Child or Teen Killed
by Gunfire Nearly Every 3 Hours

The horrific death toll from gunfire in
the United States included 2,867 children
and teens in 2002nearly eight deaths a day
and 55 a week, according to a report
released today by the Children's Defense
Fund. Firearms are the second leading
cause of death among 10- to 19-year olds,
second only to motor vehicle accidents.
There were 71 victims under 5 years old.
From 1979 through 2002, a total of 95,761
children and teens have been killed by
firearms in America.

CDF published the latest figures today
in "Protect Children, Not Guns," an annual
report that analyzes data from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. The report covers 2002, the most
recent year for which national figures are
available. CDF analysts broke down the
data by state, race, age and manner of
death. All the figures are available on the
CDF website at www.childrensdefense.org.

Among the young people lost to gun
violence in 2002 were 581 Hispanic
children and teens, including 34 who never
reached their 10th birthdays. The total
number of Hispanic victims increased 12
percent compared with the previous year.
From 1990 through 2002, more than
10,000 Hispanic children and teens were
killed by firearms.

CDF President Marian Wright Edelman
called for an end to the killing and urged
political leaders to take action. "Why are
we as a nation so silent in the face of this
slaughter of children?" she asked. "At this
critical time when the President and our
elected leaders in Congress are making
budget and legislative decisions, it is more
important then ever for parents, faith

leaders and citizens to raise a moral voice
in favor of choices that protect children.”

In September, President Bush and
Congress allowed the federal Assault
Weapons Ban to expire after 10 years,
making it legal for Americans to buy rapid-
fire military-style firearms that are
engineered to kill large numbers of people
in seconds. The number of children and
teens who died from gunfire increased each
year until the ban was put into effect in
1994, During the ban, the number of deaths
of children and teens decreased steadily. In
2002, the annual toll in those age groups
was 50 percent lower than 1n 1994.

"Since 1979, nearly 96,000 children
and teenagers have died on the killing
fields of Amernicamore than twice the
American battle deaths in Vietnam,"
Edelman said. "But where are the demon-
strations protesting the senseless loss of
these children? Why did the President and
Congress let the Assault Weapons Ban
expire when these deadly firearms are
designed only to kill human beings, not to
hunt? Why is the NRA able to block the
collective will of more than two-thirds of
Americans, who favor common-sense gun
safety laws?"

The report calls on all Americans to
take concrete steps to keep children safe,
including advocating for more stringent
gun control measures. "Every day in this
country we lose at least eight children to
the epidemic of gun violence," said
Edelman. "The rate of gun deaths in this
country is higher than any other industnal-
1zed nation, and there is a reason for that. It
1S time to stop promoting the gun industry
and start protecting our children.”

mediato clanfique sus declaraciones previ-
as sobre los recortes de beneficios y el pa-
pel que deberian jugar la raza y el género
en cualquier propuesta referente al Seguro
Socral".

Becerra le dijo a Hispanic Link que le
resultaba "chocante y de temer", en partic-
ular por lo que los mas afectados bajo tal
propuesta serian los que mas necesitan de
los beneficios.

"No me imagino que haya apoyo alguno
de parte de los demoécratas por una pro-
puesta asi", agrego.

Marnio Lopez, director de la Conferencia
de Congresistas Hispanos Republicanos, le
dijo a Weekly Report que los comentarios
del director sugieren que la raza y el género
deberian incluirse en la discusion sobre el
Seguro Social y no que los beneficios se
determinen en base a la raza o el género.

"El director Thomas con razén siente
preocupacion por la disparidad en base a la
raza y el género del sistema actual, y los
peritos de una amplia gama de perspectivas
reconocen que es un problema", explico.

Los comentarios de Thomas aparecieron
tres dias antes de una rueda de prensa del
presidente Bush en la que explicé su pro-
grama por establecer cuentas de jubilacion
de administracion personal como parte de
su plan de reformar el Seguro Social.

Thomas declar6 que los legisladores de-
berian considerar factores como el género,
ya que las mujeres viven mas anos que los
hombres. "No hemos debatido nunca ajust-
es al Seguro Social en base al género”,
dijo.

Jennifer Cnder, vocera de la dingente
democrata de la Camara de Representantes,
Nancy Pelosi, (democrata por California),
le coment6 a Hispanic Link que estan espe-
rando respuesta a su propia carta enviada a
Thomas que también pide una explicacion,

"Pedimos que clarifique sus declara-
ciones anteriores en apoyo a recortes de
beneficios para la mujer trabajadora de los
Estados Unidos, y que explique como su
objetivo de privatizar el programa del Seg-
uro Social facilita, y no dificulta, el que la
mujer logre la seguridad financiera que se
ha ganado y que ha pagado durante su vida
laboral”, dice la carta.

Esta carta la firmaron 27 miembros
democratas de la Camara, incluyendo a las
representantes por California Linda
Sanchez, Grace Napolitano e Hilda Solis.

Martha Burk, directora del Consejo Na-
cional de Organizaciones de Mujeres, dijo
que a las mujeres hispanas en particular les
afectaria negativamente una propuesta asi,
ya que ganan menos dinero. Segun los da-
tos de este grupo, la ganancia de la mujer
hispana es, en promedio, 52.5 céntimos del
délar que gana el hombre blanco, no hispa-
no.

Esta organizacion, que representa a unos

200 grupos de mujeres, también envio una
carta a Thomas diciendo que si los benefi-
cios del Seguro Social toman en cuenta el
género, que sea de forma que compense a
las mujeres.
(Rosa Ramirez es corresponsal con His-
panic Link News Service en Washington,
D.C.) (¢) 2005, Hispanic Link News Ser-
vice

L.éa El Ediator Primero

with the race and gender dispanties in the
current system, and experts from a wide
range of viewpoints acknowledge that this
1S @ concern,” he said.

Thomas' comments came three days
before President Bush held a press
conference on his agenda to establish
personal management retirement accounts
as part of his plan to revamp Social
Security.

Thomas stated that lawmakers should
consider taking into account factors such as
gender since women live longer than men.
"We never have debated gender-adjusting
Social Security,” he said.

Jennifer Crider, spokesperson for House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif.), told Hispanic Link that they are
waiting for a response to a letter sent to
Thomas also seeking an explanation.

"We ask you to clarify your previous
statements supporting benefit cuts for
America's working women, and to explain
how your goal of privatizing the Social

Comentarios
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lspamcs are hot and 1f ynur busmess in Lubhock isn’t market

Security program makes it easier, not
harder, for women to achieve the financial
securnity they have earned and paid for
during their working years," read the letter.

The letter was signed by 27 Democratic
House members, including California
Representatives Linda Sanchez, Grace
Napolitano and Hilda Solis

Martha Burk, chair of the National
Council of Women's Organizations, said
that Hispanic women would be particularly
affected negatively by such a proposal
because they earn less money.

According to the group's data, Hispanic
women's earnings are on average 52.5
cents on the dollar of those of non-
Hispanic white males.

The organization, which represents some
200 women's groups, also sent a letter to
Thomas stating that if Social Security
benefits will take into account gender, it
should be done in a way that will compen-
sate them.

(c) 2005 Hispanic Link News Service

by Bidal Agiiero
Our ser{es of Hlspa%‘i‘es are Hot

will continue next week with an
article on how Hispanics are
contributing economically to

West Texas and the progress that
has been realized by Hispanic in

recent years.

ing to Hispanics, you may be missing out on a $880.5 million
dollar market. This accordmg to 1999 estimates by the City of

Lubbock reporting Hispanic aggregate yearly income. Taking into
consideration a 6% growth rate since 1999, this $880.5 million could

have grown to over $900 million by this year.

~ Further evidence of Hispanic are hot is shown by an article in
Businessweek (January 17, 2005) that describes Hispanics as hot, hot,
hot, there can be no doubt that something is happening in Hispanic
markeﬁng According to the article, Hispanics® wealth and population
is rising three times faster than the U.S. average.

In Lubbock the evidence of businesses realizing the importance of
Hispanic business can be shown by the flourishing of Spanish speaking
media outlets. In the past couple of years three new radio stations have
opened in Lubbock. One station owned by Ramar coimmunications
follows the major communications stations’ trend toward putting

importance on the Hispanic market.

“RAMAR Communications has recognized the strength and growth
potential of the Hispanic market for many years beginning with the
launch of Telemundo in 1988, the first Spanish language station on the
air in Lubbock to the top rated Hlspamc radio station Magic 93.7 and
now with a second FM station on the air for nearly a year with Estereo
Latino 97.3 FM,” said stations manager Chuck Heinz.

Although the buying strength has become obvious, many of
Lubbock’s majority owned business have failed to capitalize on

striving to get their business.

Heinz claims that businesses in Lubbock are starting to realize the
potential and importance of Hispanic buying power. “I do think
businesses recognize the power and are trying to reach the Hispanic
community. I do think many are behind when it comes to their market-
ing effort and that its a whole approach in terms of the type of product,

customer service and

simply making folks feel at home when shoppmg at their stores or

businesses.”

One business that has seen the potential has been American State
Bank who this month hired Victor Salazar to the position of Vice
President of Multi-cultural Marketing and Business Development. The
position is unique to American State, with no other financial institution
in the region offering such market-specific leadership.

The trend to go after Hispanic business can be seen throughout
industries. A recent report in the Detroit news reports that automakers
think that the fiercest battle for new vehicle sales. in the coming years

may be fought over Hispanics.

The article states that “the nation’s 40 million Hispanics account for
6 percent of the U.S. auto market today,. Up more than 25 percent from
five years ago, according to Polk Automotive Intelligence.”

Hispanics are hot and certainly their economic power is getting

hotter and hotter.

Refugio “Cuco” Alvarado

El lunes pasado pusieron a descansar
los restos de Refugio “Cuco”
Alvarado. Recordamos a Cuco como
un fiel amigo que nos ayudo con este
periodico cuando empesamos y cuando
mas necesitabamos la ayuda. Para
nosotros el fue el verdadero ejemplo
en lo que puede hace una paersona
como un apostolado. Realmente para
nosotros no hay palabra que pueden
describir lo que nosotros sentemos.
Solamente decimos “We love you
Cuco and may you rest in peace.
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Al Tener Amigos Cpo,p ;ps Democratas,
No Hace Falta Tener Enemigos

por Kay Barbaro

{Coémo va el dicho? ;Con
amigos asi, quién necesita
enemigos?

Durante la temporada de
elecciones del otofo, se acordarin
de toda la dulzura que los
candidatos del partido demdbcrata
susurraban a nuestros oidos latinos
en cuanto a ayudar a los
inmigrantes con legislacion federal
que nos permitiria ganarnos un
salario decente y protegernos de la
explotacion.

Se acordaran co6mo el partido,
conocido por su defensa de los
derechos del que menos tiene y del
obrero, prometid, al dirigirse a
nosotros, que seria primera
prioridad rescatar de los nativistas
republicanos sin corazén los
millones de latinos de clase baja
que no podian comprobar la
veracidad de sus documentos.

Bueno, la semana pasada (el 24
de enero), dinigente democrata del
Senado, Harry Reid y su junta
alegre de visionarios compasivos
de la camara superior, llamaron la
prensa a acudir al Capitolio para
revelar las diez prioridades para el
partido durante el Congreso
numero 109.

Y ahora, ;qué? Ni asomo de la
reforma de las leyes de
Inmigracion.

Al contrario, se regodeaban en
la retérica podrida de ayer prestada
del partido republicano
promoviendo "los valores centrales
estadounidenses" tales como "la
seguridad".

Cuando un reportero de
Hispanic Link News Service le
pregunto a Reid sobre el tema de la
reforma de la inmigracién, se alej6
rapidamente del tema diciendo que

el democrata de Massachusetts,
Kennedy, y el republicano de
Arizona, McCain, podrian formular
un proyecto de ley bipartidario que se
podria apoyar.

Ah, si. Y no nos olvidemos c6mo
otrora adalid del partido demécrata,
John Kerry, se gan6 su mayor aplauso
extendido en los eventos auspiciados
por los latinos cuando juré por su
honra que presentaria legislacion de
reforma inmigratoria durante los
primeros cien dias de su presidencia.
Legislacion justa, prometio,
importante a la economia
estadounidense que ofreceria un
sendero a la residencia legal para 8
millones de personas, que en lo
demas vivian en cumplimiento de las
leyes, cautivos de un limbo peligroso.

Bueno, al volver a nuestra sala de
redaccion, el reportero llamé a la
oficina del senador Kerry para
preguntar si el senador menor de
Massachusetts, alin de voz poderosa
en el Capitolio, pensaba presentar el
tipo de legislaciéon que habia
prometido durante la campaiia por el
voto hispano.

Qué pregunta tonta. Claro que no.
April Boyd, secretaria de prensa de
Kerry, dijo que no tenia tal intencién
el senador. Pero si se presentaba un
proyecto de ley favorable, quizés lo
firmaria como co-auspiciador.

Obviamente Kerry habia desechado
lo poco que aprendi6 durante la
campana en referencia a las
necesidades hispanas nacionales y
comunitarias.

Es irénico, pero nuestra Gltima
esperanza por cualquier alivio
migratorio yace con el descrito
"enemigo", el hombre que vencié6 a
Kerry por 3 millones de votos._
Defendiéndose de oposicion seria de
muchos de los de su propio partido, el

presidente George W. Bush sigue
promoviendo un plan de reforma
de la legislacién de inmigracién
que podria llevar a la residencia
de aqui a varios afios para los
inmigrantes indocumentados que
cosechan suficiente uvas y
algodon.

Ha estado promoviendo su
plan ya hace varios meses. La
pregunta es, jrecorrera el trecho
del dicho al hecho? Y, ademas,
(podra encontrar a suficientes
miembros del Congreso para
recorrerlo con €17

Los dirigentes del Congreso
republicanos también sacaron la
semana pasada sus diez
prioridades, sin dar asomo alli
tampoco la reforma de las leyes
de inmigraciéon. De hecho,
director del comité judicial de la
Camara, James Sensenbrenner de
Wisconsin, ya esta presentando
un sin fin de cosas anti-
inmigrante en la cAmara inferior
que se habian borrado del
proyecto de inteligencia de la
ses10n anterior - cosas como
completar la valla fea, poco
amigable, a lo largo de la
frontera de Estados Unidos con
México y prohibir que todos los
estados emitan licencias de
conducir a aquellas personas que
no pueden probar su residencia
legal.

Mal agiiero. Pero queda otra
voz mas que podra influenciar el
tema: la del puablico votante.
Durante la realizacién de
encuestas en el pasado, esta voz
con cierta consistencia se ha
delineado hacia el devolver a los
inmigrantes indocumentados a su
tierra con el medio de transporte
mas préximo.

Sin embargo, parece estar
transformandose esta actitud.

Algo extraviada entre los
informes sobre los resultados de la
encuesta de enero 12 al 16
realizada por ABC News-The
Washington Post, que entrevist6 a
1,007 adultos, fue la siguiente
pregunta sobre la reforma
migratoria:

" Piensa usted que los
inmigrantes ilegales que viven y
trabajan hoy en los Estados Unidos
deberian tener la oportunidad de
mantenersu posicion laboral y en
un futuro solicitar la residencia
legal, o piensa que habria que
deportarlos a su pais de origen?"

Los resultados sorprenden: el 61
por ciento dice que se queden,
mientras que solo el 36 por ciento
dice que se larguen.

En cuanto a los temas de
envergadura emocional como la
inmigracién, los funcionarios
elegidos de Washington toman
cuenta de las encuestas pablicas
con regularidad y por lo general
votan por lo que no moleste a
muchos electores.

S1 los miembros del Congreso
namero 109 leen esta Gltima
encuesta y dejan de cohibirse con
los nativistas alharaquientos, es
posible que tenga la oportunidad de
ser aprobado un proyecto de ley de
reforma migratorio después de
todo. |

[El seudéonimo Kay Béarbaro
representa la opinion y el humor
del personal de Hispanic Link
Weekly Report. En cuanto al
presente comentario, Kay recibié la
ayuda del editor, Charlie Ericksen,
con el que puede comunicarse por

correo electrénico a:
Charlie@HispanicLink.org]. (¢) 2005,
Hispanic Link News Service

What a horrendous start for 2005

between two neighboring countries.

By Patrick Osio, Jr

First Mexico distributes a
comic book providing life saving
information to Mexican nationals
bent on crossing the border through
rugged terrain and deadly deserts.
Some US elected officials, anti-
immigration organizations, popular
TV, radio and print anti-immigrant
commentators take exception to the
comic book saying the Mexican
government is promoting illegal
entry to the US. Then the US
releases a Consular Information
Sheet cautioning US citizens on the
dangers of kidnappings and killings
in Mexican border cities. Most
Mexican officials, TV, radio and
print commentators take exception
at the release of such “defaming”
information suggesting it is
“payback” for not supporting US
foreign policies.

Justifying the comic book,
Mexicans point out that the
government spends a great deal of
money on radio advertising the
dangers of border crossings and
recommending their citizens not do
it. They set up information kiosks
along the Mexican border giving
information on the deadly dangers
including pictures of human and
animal cadavers victims of the
desert so as to discourage crossers.
But still they cross.

The comic book style booklet,
Mexicans say, reinforces that it is
agamnst US laws to enter their
country illegally and the danger to
their very lives posed by human
smugglers and desert heat.
However, knowing they will still
cross and deaths pushing 3000
since 1994, graphic advise is
provided on surviving the desert

heat, or swimming across treacherous
rivers or canals. But it also counsels
that for those who make it through,
how to avoid detection by obeying
local laws, and not going places other
than to and from work. In short,
avoid contact with others as much as
possible.

It’s this last part that raises the
dander of so many in the US. "It's an
encouragement that will lead to more
illegal aliens coming," said Rick
Oltman, a spokesman for the
Washington-based Federation for
American Immigration Reform
(FAIR), a John Tanton founded anti-
Mexican immigration organization.
The sentiments are echoed by the
other Tanton affiliated organizations
such as Numbers USA, American
Patrol, and politicos like Congress-
man Tom Tancredo. All of them
dismiss the Mexican government’s
claim that the 32-page booklet was
designed to reduce deaths along the
border.

"The idea 1s to reduce the number
of people who die in the attempt,"
said Alfonso Nieto, spokesman for
the Mexican embassy in Washington,
D.C. "The main objective of the
guide is to inform Mexicans the
appropriate way to do it, and the risks
of doing otherwise."

Thus the feeling in Mexico is that
in the US little care 1s given that
border crossing deaths went over 400
in 2003, continuing an almost 10
percent annual increase. It seems that
human value of Mexicans is a low
priority.

On the heels of the Mexican
booklet, the US Consular Information
Service published a Mexico Public
Announcement, which in part reads:

“Violent criminal activity along
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the U.S.-Mexico border has
increased as a product of a war
between criminal organizations
struggling for control of the
lucrative narcotics trade along
the border. The leaders of several
major criminal organizations
have been arrested, creating a
power vacuum. This has resulted
in a wave of violence aimed
primarily at members of those
trafficking organizations and
criminal justice officials.
However, foreign visitors,
including Americans, have been
among the victims of homicides
and kidnappings in the border
region in recent months.”

This type of Public An-
nouncement has the profound
effect of discouraging tourism
and other commercial activities
along the border. It also affects
tourism to the interior of Mexico
that is the country’s 3rd biggest
industry.

Thus the Mexican govern-
ment took exception to the
“warning.” On the one hand,
Mexican say, drugs are bought
and used in large quantities by
US citizens that in turn has
brought Mexico the criminal
activity we now suffer. We
cooperate and spend a great deal
of human and financial resources
in the war to stop such illicit
activity. Police officers, prosecu-
tors, investigative journalists are
killed by drug trafficking gangs
in Mexico’s effort to keep drugs
out of the US. And this is the
thanks we get?

Mexican journalists have
gone as far as suggesting that the
accusations that American
citizens are being kidnapped by
“drug traffickers” are false and
made up to embarrass the
Mexican government and
discredit the candidacy of

Mexican Secretary of Foreign
Relations Derbez to the Presi-
dency of the Organization of
American States.

Before President Fox
announced the candidacy of his
cabinet member, Collin Powell

f1Sers.
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had announced the US support for
the former President of San
Salvador. This was viewed a
repayment for that country’s
support for the US’s Iraq policies
and in fact for sending a token
military force to Iraq. So the US
saw, 1t 1s said, Mexico’s launching
its own'candidate for the OAS
presidency as one more rebuke to
the US’s Iraq policies.

Adding credibility to this theory
isthat the Americans “kidnappings”
in the city of Nuevo Laredo
(bordering Texas) was reported by
the New York Times (Ginger
Thompson) and the Washington
Post (Mary Jordan) almost the
same day. And apparently the two
reporters traveled to the same city
at the same time and interviewed
the same people, but came out with
two versions of the same story.

Al Giordano and Bill Conroy of
NarcoNews, an Internet publica-
tion, followed up on the story by
interviewing some of the same
people the NYT and WP reporters
had interviewed. They in turn
report that the parents of one of the
American citizens who disappeared
in September of 2004 in Nuevo
Leon, have not received a ransom
demand and have not heard
anything about their daughter since
her disappearance. They told the
NYT and WP reporters their story,
*“...but they decided to publish
something different.”

Mexican suggest that the US
Secretary of State’s office decided
to use the NYT and WP stories as
the basis for 1ssuing the Consular
alert though there is no merit to the
drug cartels kidnapping of US
citizens. This being the case it is
nothing more than a payback to
teach the Fox administration who is
boss.

Meantime, here we are, citizens
of both countries who must live
with one another until the creator
through Mother Nature decides
otherwise, held captive to political

capriciousness and racial biases.

Patrick Osio, Jr. is the Editor of
HispanicVista.com
(www. hispanicvista.com). Reach him at

PosioJr@hispanicvista.com
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Contact Your Legislators in Opposition!

Republicans launch an
early push for Private-
School Vouchers --

It looks as if the private-school voucher lobby wants to strik quickly this session in
the Texas House, pushing a bill containing a voucher program to the floor as an
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"emergency" matter. Gov. Rick Perry, Republican of Haskell, paved the way with a call for

vouchers in his "state of the state" speech this week. The governor pressed all the
rhetorical buttons signaling support for vouchers, claiming that students are "trapped" in
"failing” schools run by a "monopoly”--by which he means your neighborhood school.
The only answer, said Perry, is "school choice"--as if a wide array of choices did not
already exist within the public schools.

The Speaker of the House, Republican Rep. Tom Craddick of Midland, meanwhile
reportedly has been squeezing House members in back-room meetings at the capitol to
back a draft education "reform" bill containing private-school vouchers. Craddick and his
lieutenants are saying they want to bring this measure to a vote as early in February as
possible. Another voucher bill already referred to the House Public Education Committee
1s HB 12 by Rep. Frank Corte, Republican of San Antonio. Corte's bill is portrayed as a
limited-scale, pilot voucher program, but in fact it would introduce vouchers on a massive
scale in major urban districts, at huge expense to Texas taxpayers.

With the voucher push starting early and the capitol already crawling with hired-gun
voucher lobbyists, it is time RIGHT NOW for all of us to start pushing back hard with
letters and calls to our legislators. You will find an anti-voucher letter on the TFT Web site
athttp://www.unionvoice.org/ct/t1gX6xS1Xcrl/.

Just click on the prompt to "visit the legislative action center," and you'll find the anti-
voucher letter ready for you to send straight from the TFT Web site to your state
representative and state senator. You also can call your legislators on the TFT toll-free line
to the state capitol switchboard: 1-888-836-8368. Just give the name of your state rep or
state senator to the capitol operator and ask to be connected to that legislator's office.

Do not doubt the impact of your letters and phone calls. Exactly this type of grass-
roots campaign has stopped the voucher lobby in its tracks session afier session. Here's a
preview of the anti-voucher letter:

| urge you to oppose public funding for private-school vouchers or voucher
equivalents. Vouchers in any form would drain taxpayer dollars from public education at a
time when our public schools already face a budget crisis.

Voucher legislation would erode the foundation of our state's success in public
education—the funding needed to help our students meet high standards. Every dollar
siphoned away for private-school vouchers would be taken from the funding pool that
could pay for smaller class sizes, extra help for at-nsk students, and better compensation
to reduce the teacher shortage. y

The claim that Texas schoolchildren are "trapped” in failed neighborhood public
schools 1s false. The fact is that only a tiny handful of neighborhood schools have been
rated low-performing for even two years. The consistently failing schools are charter
schools—privately run operations that already have cost Texas taxpayers more than $1
billion and that offer just a foretaste of what a private-school voucher program would look
like. If parents want higher academic standards, their children are clearly better off
attending the regular public schools.

The truth 1s that the push for private-school vouchers is not about helping parents choose
better schools for their children.

It's about money. It's about taking money away from public schools to fund for-profit
schools, including "virtual schools” offering classes over the Internet and home schooling.
Vote no on vouchers! Vote instead for a proven model of educational progress: high
standards for neighborhood public schools back up by the funding needed to help all our
students meet those high standards.

Texas Federation of Teachers
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El Editor - Week of Feb. 3, - Feb. 9, 2005

Mexico starts DNA
sampling to 1identify
undocumented people

The Mexican government
started in San Dicgo a DNA sam-
pling program to identify un-
documented people who die
without carrying documents
when crossing the California
border, informed diplomatic
sources today. |

The consul of Mexico in San
Diego, Luis Cuaron Goatherd,
said that the program is 7based
on a computerized system of
DNA information" of the uniden-
tified victims to establish bonds
with their relatives.

The program is coordinated
with San Diego County?s foren-
sic office, in charge of identify-
ing and making autopsies to the
mortal remains found at the bor-
der strip as well as in the rest of
the junsdiction.

The first DNA sample for the

Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador,
jefe de gobiermo del Dastrito
Federal, anuncié que convocara a
una movilizacion pacifica na-
cional el dia en que la Camara de
Diputados decida debatir el
desafuero que enfrenta, con el
propésito de que se le permita
defenderse de un proceso que
considera politicamente con-
taminado.

“Voy a convocar a una mani-
festacion pacifica el dia que se
decida el asunto en el pleno de la
Céamara de Diputados. Ese dia si
voy a pedirle a la gente que nos
acompaiie, solo esa manifesta-
ci6n, pacifica y siempre a actuar
en forma responsable”, anticipé.

“Se van a ofrecer alegatos, pero
no se ve que haya voluntad de
hacer justicia”, dijo el politico
que en reiteradas ocasiones ha
sefialado que la idea del desa-
fuero es tratar de evitar la posible
busqueda de una candidatura
presidencial.

En caso de que la comision
legislativa, conocida como Sec-
cion Instructora, concluya que el
desafuero del alcalde es proce-
dente, la Camara de Diputados
—integrada por 500 legisla-
dores— tendria que erigirse en
tnbunal para votar a favor o en
contra del proyecto.

Aunque no hay plazos para que
la Seccion Instructora concluya
el proyecto, su presidente ha di-
cho que podria estar listo alrede-
dor de marzo.

De proceder el desafuero, el

politico tendria que enfrentar en
los tribunales una acusacion de
abuso de autonidad y de alargarse
el proceso penal hasta 2006 es-
taria 1mpedido de buscar una
candidatura presidencial, pues la
Constitucion seiiala que ningun
ciudadano que enfrente un
proceso penal puede ser candi-
dato a un puesto de representa-
cion popular. El gobernante capi-
talino aclaré ante la prensa que
las marchas de protesta por las
calles del pais se desarrollaran en
paz absoluta, puesto que “no voy
a llevar a la gente a la confronta-
cion”.

Los reporteros le preguntaron
si ha medido las consecuencias
de tales manifestaciones de in-
conformidad, tomando en cuenta
que seguramente seria multitudi-
naria la participacibn y, por
tanto, muy alto ¢l riesgo de que
la pasion politica se desborde.

Lopez Obrador respondié que
“el aviso tiene que ver con una
actuacion responsable, ni sig-
uiera es una advertencia. Me voy
a defender, en el Pleno, me tienen

que permitir el uso de la palabra

(en la Camara)”.
Record6 que en la histona reci-

Foster/

Adoptive
Parent
Meeting

system by the consulate of Mex-
ico in San Dicgo will be the one
of an umdentified man, whose
corpse was located last Sunday
afternoon in the waters of the Ti-
juana River to the US side of the
border.

Claudia Smith, Director of the
California Rural Legal Assis-
tance Foundation (CRLAF), said
that around three thousand 300
undocumented people have died
in the border from October 1,
1994 when they started the bor-
der control operations.

Smith estimated that 900 peo-
ple lacked identification when
they died in rivers, mountains,
deserts or accidents while cross-
ing the border, due to operations

Guardian in California, Safe-
guard in Arizona, and Rio Grande
in Texas.

ente y antigua de México, cada
vez que se ha pretendido excluir
de un proceso democratico a un
dingente o0 un movimiento, el
pueblo sale a protestar en contra
de esa injusticia.

Desafio

Primero en las encuestas de
populanidad para las elecciones
presidenciales de 2006, el alcalde
perredista desafié a sus adversa-
nos politicos: “Si no les caemos
bien, s1 no les gusta nuestro
proyecto altermativo de Nacion
que se resuclva este asunto en las
urnas, que sea ¢l pueblo el que
decida”.

El anuncio de movilizaciones
hecho por Lopez Obrador llego
un dia antes del cierre de la etapa
de aportacion de pruebas rela-
cionadas con su desafuero por
parte de la Seccion Instructora de
la Camara de Diputados. ‘

Se pretende retirar al gober-
nante local su fuero constitu-
cional con el alegato de que el
aiio pasado ilegalmente mandé a
hacer una calle que conduce a un
hospital. La obra publica se ubi-
caba en un lote baldio, conocido
como El Encino, que era dispu-
tado juridicamente por el go-
bierno de la ciudad y un particu-
lar. La avenida finalmente quedo
inconclusa.

En este contexto, y apenas el
martes, con tres votos a favor de
los diputados del PAN y PRI, y

Los Latinos se Enfrentan con Dirigente Republicano por sus Comentarios

por Rosa Ramirez

Dirigentes hispanos nacion-
ales tildan de ‘"chocantes" ¢
"inconcebibles" los comentarios
del director de comité de medios
y arbitnos de la Camara, el repre-
sentante Bill Thomas
(republicano por California), que
sugicren que la raza y el género
deberian estar entre los factores
determinantes al distribuir bene-
ficios del Seguro Social.

Thomas hizo los comentarios
durante una entrevista el 23 de
enero en el programa de noticias
de NBC llamado "Meet the
Press”". Como el republicano de
mayor categoria con autoridad
sobre la legislacion del Seguro
Social, hablé durante el pro-
grama matutino del domingo con
la intencion de aclarar comen-
tarios que habia hecho anterior-
mente que criticaban el plan del
presidente Bush que permitiria

uno en contra, del PRD, se resol-
vid cerrar la instruccion y re-
chazar la solicitud del manda-
tario capitalino de realizar un
nuevo peritaje de los perimetros
del predio, por las supuestas
contradicciones en las indaga-
ciones de la Procuraduria General
de la Republica (PGR).

Por consiguiente, el caso se
empezara a ventilar formalmente
del 13 al 18 del presente mes,
periodo en el que ambas partes

deberan presentar sus alegatos a
fin de comenzar con el analisis
del expediente y emitir el fallo.
Los miembros de la seccion no
han quendo dar a conocer una
fecha de resolucion.

Para numerosos  analistas
politicos el desafuero al jefe de
gobierno seria realmente una arti-
mana orientada a cxcluirlo legal-
mente de participar como candi-
dato presidencial en los comicios
de 2006. Al ver que no se sustenta
el caso, han sugenido inclusive
que se detenga el proceso porque
ello representaria un duro golpe
para la tiema democracia mexi-
cana.

Lopez Obrador lamenté ayer que
hasta ahora la Secci6n Instructora,
integrada por dos pnistas, un
panista y un perredista, ha

desechando todas las pruebas que
demuestran que “todo fue fabn-
cado” en su contra “para hacernos
a un lado con miras a las eleccio-
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que los individuos crearan cuen-
tas privadas de Seguro Social.
Al reiterar la posible necesi-

dad de considerar ¢l género al
distribuir los beneficios, Thomas
anadio, "Debemos cxaminar la
cuestion de raza en términos de la
cantidad de afios que uno recibe
en base a su raza"

Locutor del programa, Tim
Russert, hizo ahinco en el
comentario, ";Le parece que ¢l
Congreso, Sr. Director, acepar-
taria alguna formula que dijera
que se trate de manera distinta a
las personas por razon dec su
género o su raza?"

Respondi6 Thomas, "Si lo
discutimos, y la voluntad de hac-
erlo no existe, esta bien. Al me-
nos lo discutimos”.

Brent Wilkes, director e¢jecu-
tivo a nivel nacional de la Liga

de Ciudadanos Latino America-
nos Unidos, dijo que los comen-

El jege de gobierno del DF
anuncia una movilizacion nacional

nes de 2006, algo que es evidente,
lo ha dicho el Presidente de la
Republica, lo dijo su esposa”.

Se quejo de que en el juicio que
se sigue para separarlo del cargo,
y ser procesado por un presunto
desacato judicial, los diputados
federales “actian por consigna y
con criterios politicos”, al no
tlomar en cuenta aspectos juridi-
cos para determinar si violé o no
la ley.

Insistié en que el Presidente de
la Republica dio la orden para que
s€ Iniciara un enjuiciamiento en
su contra, y que para ello “todo
fue fabricado, no tengo responsa-
bilidad, no violé ninguna ley, no
hay ninguna prueba en mi
contra .

Por su parte, German Martinez,
coordinador adjunto del PAN en
la Camara de Diputados, califico
de inapropiado que ¢l mandatario
capitalino se anticipe al procedi-
miento de desafuero.

“Suena extraiia su advertencia, a
menos que €l tenga ya la fecha, la
Seccion Instructora no ha dicho
cuando va a terminar sus trabajos.
Yo s€ que a Lopez Obrador le urge
hacerse la victima, pero hasta el
momento no hay dictamen”.

Hasta la redaccion de esta nota
la fraccion parlamentaria del Par-
tido Revolucionario Institucional
no se habia pronunciado al re-
specto.
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tanos de Thomas eran
"escandalosos” e
"inconcebibles”

Wilkes le comenté a Hispanic
Link News Service que la suger-
encia tenia ¢l fin de avisar a los
diferentes grupos étnicos que ex-
1sten diferentes recompensas para
qu¢ cada uno vea diferentes
beneficios

"Me parece una 1dea terrible”,
dijo.

En una carta dingida a Tho-
mas, ¢l representante democrata
por Califorma, Xavier Becerra,
miembro del subcomité de me-
dios y arbitrios del Seguro Social
y la representante demoécrata por
Ohio, Stephaniec Tubbs Jones. es-
cribieron, "Esperamos que de in-
mediato clanfique sus declara-
ciones previas sobre los recortes
de beneficios y el papel que de-
berian jugar la raza y ¢l género en
cualquier propuesta referente al
Seguro Social"”.

Becerra le dijo a Hispanic
LLink que le resultaba "chocante y
de temer’, en particular por lo
que los mas afectados bajo tal
propuesta serian los que mas ne-
cesitan de los beneficios.

"No me imagino que haya
apoyo alguno de parte de los
democratas por una propuesta
asi", agrego.

Mano Lopez, director de la
Conferencia de Congresistas His-
panos Republicanos, le dijo a
Weekly Report que los comen-
tarios del director sugieren que la
raza y el género deberian In-
cluirse en la discusion sobre el
Seguro Social y no que los bene-
ficios se determinen en base a la
raza o el género.

"El director Thomas con razén
siente preocupaciéon por la dis-
paridad en base a la raza y el
género del sistema actual, y los
peritos de una amplia gama de
perspectivas reconocen que es un
problema”, explicé.

Los comentarnios de Thomas
aparecieron tres dias antes de una
rueda de prensa del presidente
Bush en la que explicé su pro-
grama por establecer cuentas de
jubilacion de administracion
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personal como parte de su plan

de reformar el Scguro Social.
'homas declaré que los legis-

ladores deberian considerar fac-

tores como ¢l género, ya que las
mujeres viven mas afios que los
hombres "No hemos debatido
nunca ajustes al Seguro Social en
base al género”, dijo

Jenmfer Cnder, vocera de la
dirigentec democrata de la Camara
de Representantes, Nancy Pelosi,
(democrata por California), le
comento a Hispanic Link que
cstan esperando respuesta a su
propia carta enviada a Thomas
que también pide una explica-
cion

"Pedimos que clarifique sus
declaraciones anteriores en apoyo
a recortes de beneficios para la
mujer trabajadora de los Estados
Unidos, v que explique como su
objetivo de privatizar el programa
del Seguro Social facilita, y no
dificulta, el que la mujer logre la
seguridad financiera que se ha ga-
nado vy que ha pagado durante su
vida laboral”, dice la carta.

Esta carta la firmaron 27
miembros demoécratas de la
Camara, incluyendo a las repre-
sentantes por California Linda
Sanchez, Grace Napolitano ¢ Hilda
Solis

Martha Burk, directora del
Consejo Nacional de Organiza-
ciones de Mujeres, dijo que a las
mujeres hispanas en particular les
afectaria negativamente una pro-
puesta asi, ya que ganan menos
dinero.

Segun los datos de este grupo,
la ganancia de la mujer hispana
es, en promedio, 52.5 céntimos
del dolar que gana el hombre
blanco, no hispano.

Esta organizacion, que repre-
senta a unos 200 grupos de mu-
jeres, también envié una carta a
Thomas diciendo que si los bene-
ficios del Seguro Social toman en
cuenta el género, que sea de forma
que compense a las mujeres.

(Rosa Ramirez es correspon-
sal con Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice en Washington, D.C.)

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link News
Service
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| When abuse and neglect occurs, v %2 - e a0
and children are no longer able to ' (aGoas e 00
safely remain in their own homes, ' B
we are fortunate enough to have e
individuals willing to provide
care and support to them in h-
censed foster homes. Foster care
provides a temporary safe haven
for children as Child Protective
Services (CPS) caseworkers and

 foster parents work toward unit- s s TSP Mafy B¢ LS

ing children with their families. | b R Y
These children, through no fault =L~ N Sk ET BT
of their own, were placed in abu-
sive or neglectful situations by
their biological parents. In some
situations, they are not able to re-
turn home and deserve a chance
for a new life with adoptive par-
ents who can teach them that fam-
ily can be a safe place.

There 1s an urgent need for more
families to open their hearts and
, - homes by becoming foster and .
i adoptive parents. To learn more

about fostering and adoption, at-
tend an informational meeting the |
second Tuesday of ecach month at

7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the /
CPS office located at #7 Briercroft

Office Park (57th & Ave. P), in

Lubbock. '
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Bobby Pulido to

participate in a

conference about Selena

The Mexican orngin actor Ed-
ward James Olmos and Texan
singer Bobby Pulido will attend
this Thursday a conference in
which the program "Selena Lives"
will be announced to honor the
late "Queen of Tex-mex”

Univision, the largest Hispanic
TV broadcaster, indicated that a
press conference will be held Feb-
ruary 3 at Houston's Reliant sta-
dium.

The conference, to be attended
by Selena's relatives and Hous-
ton's Major, Bill White, will be
conducted by Myrka Dellanos
(Girlfriend of Mexican singer
Luis Miguel).

James Olmos, who played Se-
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lena's father, Abraham Quintanilla

in the film "Selena”, starring Jen-
nifer Lopez, directs the Selena
Foundation, created to motivate
children and young people to
continue studying.

Bobby Pulido, one of the most
popular singers in the "Texano"
music genre, was added to the list
of artists to pay homage to Selena
at the April 7 concert.

The three hour concert will be
broadcasted live by Univision
and will have the participation of
Glona Estefan, Carlos Vives,
Thaha, Lucero, Ana Gabriel and
the Kumbia Kings sharing the
stage.

Famous by hit tunes as "Amor
Prohibido", "Como la flor" and
"Bidi bidi bom bom", Selena
Quintanilla was murdered by her
employee Yolanda Saldivar in a
Corpus Chnisti motel on May 31,
1995.
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JLo. and Marc to make first married
erformance at Gramm

chwlywed singing superstars
Jennifer Lopez and Marc An-
thony will make their world de-
but on stage together at this
month's Grammy Awards, organ-
1zers of music's top prizes said

Wednesday.

The couple, who married at a
secret ceremony in Los Angeles
on June 5 last year, will perform
together at the 47th annual Acad-
emy Awards, which will be held
in Los Angeles on February 13.

Organizers said that the per-
formance would be the first ever
joint stage appearance by the
famed singer and actress and her
husband, a Latin superstar who is
nominated for one of music's top

honors this year.
Grammy

and Latin Grammy

winner Marc Anthony is cur-
rently nominated in the best
Latin pop album for his album
"Amar Sin Mentiras" and in the

best salsa or merengue album for

Record:

por Antonio Mejlas-Rentas

Cuando se anuncien en Holly-
wood los premios de la academia
de cinematografia el 27 de febrero
en el teatro Kodak, estaran com-
pitiendo, sin precedente, seis
cineastas latinos.

Un récord de cuatro peliculas
en espaiiol ganaron seis nomina-
ciones al premio ¢l 25 de enero,
incluyendo la categoria de mejor
actnz protagonista para una novel
actriz colombiana.

Catalina Sandino Moreno se
convirtidé en la tercera mujer lati-
noamericana en competir para el
Oscar de mejor actriz protagonista
con su nominacion por la popular
pelicula Maria llena eres de gra-
cia.

Dos peliculas en espafiol mas
compiten en dos categorias cada
una.

Dharios de motpcicleta, del
dramaturgo puertorriqueiio José
Rivera esta nominada en la cate-
goria de guiébn adaptado, y su
cancion tematica, Al otro lado del
rio, le otorgé la candidatura a la
categoria de mejor cancién al can-
tautor Jorge Drexler, de Uruguay.

Como era de esperar, la entrega
oficial de Espafia, Mar adentro, ha
sido nombrada a la categoria de
mejor pelicula de habla no in-
glesa. También se llevé una
nominacién por maquillaje, para
los artistas Jo Allen y Manolo
Garcia.

La cuarta pelicula en espafiol
nominada es A las 7:30 am., del
director Nacho Vigalondo, que
compite en la categoria mejor
corto documental de ficcion.

El nimero de nominaciones

hace empate con el récord del
2003, cuando hubo tres peliculas
en espaiol y una en inglés de
tematica latina que se llevaron

e —

Incluyendo al director de Mar
adentro, Alejandro Amendbar, son
seis los individuos latinos entre
los nominados- ¢l numero mas
alto en los 77 aiios de la presenta-
cion de los premios.

Dos latinos nominados que
viven en los Estados Unidos esta-
ban comprensiblemente emocio-
nados con su nominacion.

En Nueva York, Sandino Mo-
reno dijo que hablaba por te-
léfono con su mama, que esta en
Colombia, cuando vio su foto y
oy6 su nombre durante ¢l anuncio
por television.

"Salté de la felicidad”, le ex-
plicé a El diano/LA PRENSA de
aquella ciudad."No, no puedo ex-
plicar en palabras concisas cémo
me senti en €s¢ momento — €S un
‘'mixture’ (mezcla) de emociones”.

La actnz, nacida en Colombia,
debuté en la pelicula Maria, del
cincasta de Nueva York, Joshua
Marston, una bomba el aifo
pasado en el festival de cine Sun-
dance y que ha triunfado en varios
eventos mas. Sandino Moreno
gand la categoria de mejor actnz
protagonista durante el festival de
cine en Berlin ¢l afio pasado. La
pelicula vuelve a competir en una
categoria similar este afio durante
los premios Independent Spint
(espiritu independiente), donde
estd entre las primeras de la com-
petencia.

Se presento la pelicula Maria
el afio pasado como candidata co-
lombiana a mejor pelicula de
habla no inglesa, pero fue re-
chazada por la Academia de Artes
y Ciencias Cinematograficas
porque la mayoria de sus cineas-
tas no provenian de aquel pais.

Nunca antes habia sido
nominada una latina a mejor actnz
protagonista. Las dnicas concur-
santes anteriores de esta categoria
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Comienza desde ahora a utilizar tu cabeza: encuentra la palabra oculta y
verds que si hay esperanza.

JTIENES PZEESRNAA?

Para quienes sufren de Alzheimer leer, escribir y simplemente hablar puede
ser mucho més dificil. Pero los dltimos estudios muestran que mantener tu

cerebro activo asi como una buena dieta y hacer ejercicio, podrian ayudar a
reducir los riesgos de contraer Alzheimer,

Para mas informacion sobre tratamientos contra el Alzheimer y medidas que podrian
reducir los riesgos, llama al 1-800-272-3900 o visita www.alz.org

alzheimer’s Qb association-

Respuesta: linea 6, palabra 5.
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"Valio La Pena.”

In addition, the show will fea-
ture a special fund-raising musi-
cal performance of John Lennon
and Paul McCartney's "Across
The Universe" on behalf of relief
efforts in Asia following Decem-
ber's tsunami.

Also performing at this year's
awards will be Alicia Keys, Insh
rockers U2, country star Tim
McGraw and Grammy-nominated
punk rock outfit Green Day.

Nominee Kanye West will also
have a special segment, and a
special tribute to the late soul
legend Ray Charles featuning
Bonnie Raitt and Billy Preston
will be presented.

The show, to be held at Los An-
geles' Stapes Center, will be
hosted by red-hot musical diva
and movie star Queen Latifah,
while actor John Travolta and co-
medienne Ellen Degeneres will be

among the award presenters. AFP

fueron Fernanda Montenegro, de
Brasil, por Central do Brasil
(1998) y Salma Hayek, de México,
por Frida (2003). Sandino Mo-
reno es la primera actriz en ser
nominada en base a una presenta-
cién en espaiiol.

Diarios es el pnmer guién de
José Rivera en hacerse pelicula
general. El residente de Los An-
geles dijo a La Opinion de aquella
ciudad que un amigo lo despert6
antes del amanecer cuando se
anuncid su nominacion.

Seis Latinos, Cuarto Peliculas en Espaiol,
Competlran en Los Oscar

Rivera basé su guién en los es-
critos de Emesto "Che" Guevara y
Alberto Granado, dos argentinos
que se convirtieron en héroes de
la revolucién cubana. La pelicula
narra su trayectoria juvenil por
varios paises sudamericanos.

"Para mi, significa mucho que
habra mas gente que vera la
pelicula ahora, y que quiza haya
mayor comprension de quién era
Emesto Guevara”, dijo Rivera.

Los cuatro nominados latinos

continua en la pagina 6

Six Latinos, Four Spanish-
Lanuage Films, will compete

for Oscars

By Antonio Mejias-Rentas

When the Academy Awards are
announced at Hollywood's Ko-
dak Theatre Feb. 27, an unprece-
dented six Latino filmakers will
be involved in the competition.

A record four Spanish-lan-
guage films eamed six Academy
Award nominations Jan. 25, in-
cluding a best actress nod for a
debuting Colombian thespian.

Catalina Sandino Moreno be-
came the third Latin Amernican
woman to compete for a best ac-
tress Oscar with her nomination
for the festival hit Maria llena
eres de gracia.

Two other Spanish-language
films compete in two categories
each.

Dianios de motocicleta earned
Puerto Rican playwnght José
Rivera a nod for adapted screen-
play, and its thematic Al otro
lado del rio gave a best song

candidacy to Uruguayan singer-
songwriter Jorge Drexler.

As expected, Spain's official
entry Mar adentro i1s up for best
foreign language film. It also
took a makeup nod, with nomi-
nations going to artists Jo Allen
and Manolo Garcia.

The fourth Spanish-language
nominee 1s A las 7:35 am. de la
mafiana, a film from Spanish di-
rector Nacho Vigalondo that
competes for best live-action
short.

The number of nominations
ties the record set in 2003, when
three Spanish-language films and
one English-language Latino-
themed movie took six nods.

Including Mar adentro director
Alejandro Amenabar, there are six
individual Latinos among nomi-
nees for the 77th annual Acad-
emy Awards - the highest number
cver.

Two Latino nominees who live
in the United States were under-
standably excited by the nomi-
nations.

In New York, Sandino Moreno
said she was speaking on the
phone with her mother in Colom-
bia when she saw her picture and
heard her name called out during
the televised announcement.

"I jumped with joy," she told
the city's El diario/LA PRENSA.
"I can't explain how I felt. It was a
mixture of emotions."

The Colombia-born actress
made her debut in New York
filmmaker Joshua Marston's
Maria, a breakout hit at last year's
Sundance Film Festival that has
triumphed at several events
since. Sandino Moreno won the
best actress award at the Berlin
Film Festival last year. It com-
petes in a similar category this’
year at the Independent Spirit
Awards, where Maria is a top con-
tender.

Maria was submitted last year
as Colombia's candidate for best
foreign language film but re-
jected by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences because
most of its filmmakers were not
from that country.

No Latina has ever won the
best actress nod. The only previ-
ous competitors in the category
were Brazil's Fermanda Montene-
gro for Central do Brasil (1998)
and Mexico's Salma Hayek for
Frida (2003). Sandino Moreno is
the first actress nominated for a
performance in Spanish.

Dianios 1s the first script by
José Rivera to become a feature
film. The Los Angeles resident
told the city's daily La Opinién
he was awakened before dawn by
a friend when his nomination was
announced.

Rivera based his script on the
writings of Emesto "Che" Gue-
vara and Alberto Granado, two
Argentineans who became heroes
of the Cuban Revolution. The
film tells of their youthful jour-
neys through several South
American countries.

"To me, it means a great deal
that more people may see the

movie now, and that perhaps there
will be more understanding of
who Emesto Guevara was," said
Rivera.

The four other Latino nominees
live and work in Spain, although
two of them were bomm in South
America.

Drexler, a native of Montevi-

continued on page 6

Lubbock’s Best In
Performing Artists

Friday, Feb. 4th

Lubbock Municipal Auditorium
7:00 - 10:00 p.m.

From Lubbock With Love
Donations to benefit Tsunami Victims

Perf b Ada
Joni Nichols, Grupo Xtremo, Grupo Atrevido,
Mariachi Amistad, Ballet Lubbock, Ballet
Folklorico Aztlan, Dance Tech, Texas Tech De-
partment of Theater & Dance, Yvonne Raez,
Ballet Folklorico Nuestra Herencia
& Crystal River

For More Information call 765-S827
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Tapj-;-)ing his hcm and thrus

both thumbs upward, Sammy
Sosa stepped to the podium and
flashed the broad smile that Chi-
cago Cubs fans know too well.

Sosa loved his 13 years with
the Cubs, yet he happily put all
that behind him Wednesday
upon joining the Baltimore Ori-
oles.

"l gave Chicago everything
that | have. It was a beautiful ex-
perience for my wife and family,"
he said. "I had a great time in
Chicago, but you have to move
on. This is my new house, and |
love it."

Sosa joined the Oroles after
commissioner Bud Selig ap-
proved the deal and the slugger
passed his physical. Chicago re-
ceived second baseman Jerry
Hairston Jr. and two minor leagu-
ers, second baseman Mike Fon-
tenot and nght-handed pitcher
Dave Crouthers.

Sosa was peppered with ques-
tions about his final days with

the team and his shaky relation-
ship with Cubs manager Dusty
Baker. Sosa insisted that, while he
will take nothing but fond memo-
ries from his days with the Cubs,
it was time to start anew.

"My legacy is there, but I
haven't finished yet. The best of
Sammy Sosa is coming now," he
said. "I wanted to finish my career
there, but it didn't happen. I'm
here now 1n Baltimore and I'm go-
ing to win the crowd."

Sammy Sosa makes himself
right at home in his new threads.
(AP) Under terms of the ad-
dendum to Sosa's contract that he
signed Wednesday, the Cubs will
pay $16.15 million of the $25
million Sosa was still owed under
his $72 million, four-year agree-
ment, according to details ob-
tained by the Associated Press.

Baltimore 1is responsible for
just $8.85 million of Sosa's $17
million salary this year, with the
Cubs paying the rest. Because
Sosa 1s paid on a 12-month basis

and already
$1,307,692 of his salary this year,
that amount was credited to what
the Cubs owe Baltimore, meaning

AllY

had recerved

the Onoles will receive
$6,842.308 in cash from Chicago.

As part of the trade, Chicago
will pay Sosa $3.5 million in sev-
erance within 30 days. The $18
million 2006 option in his con-
tract was eliminated, and the $4.5
million buyout was converted to
a $4.5 million assignment bonus,
which the Cubs must pay by
March 15. He also agreed to
climinate the $19 million option
for 2007 that his contract said
would be added if he was traded.

“It's a good situation for
Sammy, it's a good situation for
the Baltimore Orioles and it's also
something we feel i1s in our best
interests,” Cubs general manager
Jim Hendry said. "Sammy has
done tremendous things for this
organization and the game, and
we feel we should dwell on the
positives that he's done for this
franchise when we needed it, and
when the game needed it. "The
great things he did in a four or
five-year stretch had monumental
significance.”

The man nicknamed Slammin’
Sammy, whose 574 home runs
rank seventh on baseball's career
list, endeared himself to Cubs
fans when he hit 66 homers in
1998 during a duel with Mark
McGwire. Sosa maintained his
popularity and sweet home run
swing for three years after that
but his rapport with the team and
its rabid fans began to sour in
2003, when he was suspended for
seven games for using a corked
bat.

After a 2004 season in which
Sosa's batting average dipped to
253 and he walked out on the
team before its final game, the
Cubs began looking to deal the
disgruntled star.

"Sometimes in life, change 1is
good," Hendry said. "Certainly,
we wish him the best.”
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Pats scored with Brady; What Were Others Thmkmg"

This is what we know about Tom
Brady, quarterback of the New
England Patriots: He hasn't lost a
playoff game, he hasn't lost a Su-
per Bowl and he hasn't lost to
Peyton Manning.

NFL talent evaluators didn't see
greatness in Tom Brady dunng
his Michigan days. (Getty Images)
So why did everyone but New
England miss on the guy?

Brady wasn't the first quarter-
back taken in the 2000 draft. He
wasn't the second or third. He was
the seventh, chosen in the sixth
round with the 199th choice.
Ahead of him, in order, went Chad
Pennington, Gio Carmazzi, Chnis
Redman, Tee Martin, Marc Bulger
and Spergon Wynn.

Yes, Spergon Wynn.

Brady might have slipped past
the Patriots, too, were it not for
quarterbacks coach Dick Rehbein,
who pushed hard for his selection
but died from heart problems n
August 2001 before the QB made
it big. The Patriots were consider-
ing two quarterbacks, Tim Rattay
and Brady, and it was Rehbein
who argued the case for the
Michigan quarterback.

"He stood on the table and said,
'lf it were up to me this 1s my

'™ said a source close to the

Throwmg the Perfect Super Bowl Party

Super Bowl Sunday, the "sports
holiday" of the year, is February
6, and millions of Americans will
gather around their televisions
with family and friends to watch
the game and party like they are
there in the stands.

What food to serve? Are the
snack bowls filled? Is there
enough ice? All questions a busy
party host asks before and during
a Super Bowl party. Weber-Ste-
phen Products Co., the premier
manufacturer of charcoal and gas
grills and related accessones,
along with award-winning chefs
and authors, Jamie Purviance and
Rozanne Gold, provide tips on
how to stay out of the kitchen,
keep drinks refreshed, enjoy the
game and still throw the perfect
Super Bowl party.

Organize by Planning Ahead:

Every party 1s a success because
the host is organized. Avoid a de-
lay of game penalty by having to
run to the supermarket 10 minutes
before kickoff. Create a budget
and develop a shopping list of
food, beverage items, and decora-
tions. Put together a "to do" list

Ksperanza contra el
mal de Alzheimer

Las neuronas de ratones se recu-
peraron rapidamente al quitar ci-
ertas placas cerebrales caracteris-
ticas del mal de Alzheimer, gener-
ando esperanzas de que el trata-
miento beneficie a pacientes de la
enfermedad, dijeron el jueves in-

vestigadores de la Universidad (g

Washington.

Los resultados del
apareceran en la edicion del 5 de
febrero del Journal of Clinical In-
vestigation.

No se sabe con certeza si la placa
pegajosa —péptido beta amu-
loide— es la verdadera causa del
Alzheimer, una enfermedad de-

generativa del cerebro que privaa

quienes la padecen de la memona,
la capacidad de comunicarse y de

cuidar de si mismos.
Pero la placa es uno de los prin-

cipales sospechosos, y varios

laboratorios farmacéuticos estan
desarrollando drogas para comba-
tir la acumulacion.

Los investigadores en la Um- |

versidad Washington inyectaron
ratones con un anticuerpo que
climiné la placa en partes del
cercbro. Al quitarse la placa, desa-
pareci0 rapidamente la nflama-
cion en ramas de c€lulas nervio-
sas, dijeron los investigadores.
Advirtieron que estos resultados
son alentadores, pero se necesitan
mayores estudios para determinar
si sucedera lo mismo en seres hu-
manos.

La remocion de la placa
“condujo frecuentemente a la re-
cuperacion de la estructura normal
en pocos dias”, dijo Dave Holtz-
man, autor principal del estudio y
jefe del departamento de neu-

rologia de la universidad.

Esto confirma las bondades de '
antiplaca y
“también nos obliga a volver so-

los tratamientos

bre las teorias acerca de como las

placas dafian las células nervio- '

sas”, afiadi0.

Holtzman y otros cientificos
consideraban que los dafios cau-
sados por la placa a las células
nerviosas eran imreversibles. Pero
estos resultados, dijo, indican que
la placa no sélo causa el daifio
sino que lo mantiene activamente.

Ei mesﬂgaﬂor Robert Brendza
d.ljﬂ que preveia que el dafio ce-
saria una vez removida la placa.
“Pero vimos algo mucho mas no-
" table: en apenas tres dias s¢ pro-
dujeron reducciones del 20% al
25% en el namero o tamaiio de las
inflamaciones existentes™ .

La capacidad de las células de
recuperar rapidamente su estruc-
tura normal indicaria que las c€lu-

estudio

las tratan constantemente de hac-
erlo, dijeron los investigadores.
El doctor Sam Gandy, vicepresi-
dente del consejo médico y ci-
entifico de la Asociaciéon Alz-
heimer en Chicago, dijo que el re-
sultado era “un avance bastante

prometedor”.

“Demuestra que una de las anor-
malidades estructurales utilizadas
desde hace tiempo para definir la
enfermedad en realidad no son
permanentes, en realidad son re-
vcrs__i_lg_l__:s”, dijo Gandy

—

3021 Clovis Road

Lo Mejor en Comida Mexicana

Llame 762-3068 Lubbock TX

—

Hi-Lites -
starting @ $35.00 & up §

Cuats

Colors

starting @ $15.00 & up 7

starting @ $30.00

Huair ‘Deszgm Ey :”1[ i

Designer Cuts

& Perms:for Picky People B
Shampoo Cc-n%tmn Cut & Style & 8

P00 $10 (Reg 515 & up:

Haircut & Sha
1st 'I‘n:ne Customer

1st Time Customer Tan

Matrix Perm

1617 27th St. 806-747-4659

Park Towers Rm. 107
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The best gas leak

F
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Patriots.
Now, Brady's the Patnots' guy.
He's 8-0 in the playoffs, 2-0 n
Super Bowls and a two-time Super
Bowl MVP. Yet, as pro scouls
pointed out, he might not be here
were it not for Mo Lewis sidelin-
ing then-starter Drew Bledsoe
with a vicious hit in 2001, forcing
the club to tumn to its backup.

Tom Brady.

But that's how it sometimes
happens. The Rams won Super
Bowl XXXIV with league MVP
Kurt Wamer, a former Arena
League quarterback who took over
only after Trent Green tore knee
ligaments in a preseason game.
You have to be lucky and good,
and the Patriots have been both
with Brady.

"l think one of the problems 1s

and timeline of when to get things
done.

The Gnll:

Make sure the gnlling guru is
recady with equipment and pre-
pared to handle the clements. A
few tips to follow when gnlling
with a charcoal or gas gnil:

Charcoal: Check the charcoal
supply and make sure there are
enough briquets for grilling be-
fore the game, at halfume, and
when the final whistle blows. If
you've traditionally used lighter
fluid for the charcoal, check out
the alternatives to ensure your
food doesn't taste like fuel. A
chimney starter that uses paper or
odorless lighter cubes i1s also n-
expensive, easy and importantly,
safer.

Gas: Make sure there 1s enough
propane in the tank to last
throughout the day. Before the
day of the game check to make

NEWSCHANNEL

Coverage You Can Count On!

Ngiv_s_ﬂmtggmphﬂﬂ-\

At least 1 year experi-
ence shooting television
news preferred. Apply

| at KCBD TV, 5600

Avenue A, Lubbock.
Posting closes Jan.
31st.
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that we're all looking for the next
Peyton Manning.," said an NFC
scout. "We're all looking for that
guy to bet on instead of looking
for a quarterback who's steady .

"In all honesty, Tom Brady was
really an afterthought at Michigan
to Brian Griese, and nobody until

sure the gnll 1s working properly.

For additional gnlling basics,
tips, and recipes check out
http://www.weber.com.

Ask and Say Yes:

People want to help and want to
be included in the party planning.

It's all nght to ask family mem-
bers to bring food and drink.
When asked by a guest if they can
bring something, say yes, and tell
them what is needed.

What to Make:

Hungry linemen like things that

SUE JOHNSON’S
BUSINESS SERVICES

the Patriots were willing to take a
chance on who Tom Brady was. 1
don't know, did we miss on Tom
Brady or was this just onc man's
vision?"

You make the call. Here's a look
at four teams that passed on Brady
and why:

go "crunch." But also consider
shrimp and dips for the quarter-
backs and receivers. Have a bal-
anced menu of cold foods that can
be put out and not fussed with
and a few hot dishes that can be
casily reheated if needed. Con-
sider the following menu sugges-
tions. (Recipes can be found in
Weber's Art of the Gnll(TM), We-
ber's Big Book of Gnlling(TM),
and Gold's Low Carb 1-2-3: The
Low-Calorie, Low Carbohydrate

continued on page 6
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Electronic Filing
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Your Nose

Unusual aromas
around your property
resembling rotten
eggs, skunk or sulfur
could indicate a

. natural gas leak.

By using your built-in detection devices,
you can prevent any disasters associated

with random natural gas pipeline leaks.

You were born with the best equipment for detecting a
natural gas pipeline emergency—your eyes, ears and nose.

A\

g | e

Your Ears

Don't ignore a shrill
hissing, blowing or
roaring noise on your |
property. All of these
could be signals of a
high-pressure natural
gas emergency

g Take the Time to Call.

If you discover any or all of these warning signs, leave the area immediately. Do not operate motor vehicles or
equipment nearby, and forego any activity that could generate a spark. You should immediately contact your local

emergency authorities and ONEOK WesTex Transmission at 1-800-562-5879, or the operator of the pipeline.

..,»I”’”Ih,..
i

Your Eyes

Visible warning signs
of a gas emergency
include water or dirt
blowing in the air,
discoloration of vegetation
or continuous bubbling
from standing water.

ONEOK WESTEX
TRANSMISSION
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Maria Celeste al rojo

Vivo con el rey

Vicente Fernandez

En la entrevista mas reveladora
de su carrera, Vicente Fernandez
s¢ confiesa ante Maria Celeste
Arraras, la presentadora de Tele-
mundo, en su rancho "Los Tres
Potrillos" de Guadalajara
México. El propio rey del palen-
que admite que nunca antes
habia sido retado por una perio-
dista como en esta ocasién. Du-
rante ¢l especial de Telemundo
"Vicente Ferndndez: Al Rojo
Vivo con ¢l Rey" a transmitirse
estc domingo, 6 de febrero a las
8pm / 7pm centro, la gran ley-
enda de la misica mexicana ex-
perimenta varias emociones ex-
tremas desde reirse a carcajadas
hasta llorar a lagrima viva.

"La i1dea de este especial era
hablar con Don Chente sobre te-
mas y cosas intimas que nada ti-
enen que ver con los temas trilla-
dos sobre su vida que tanto han
dado de que hablar en el pasado”,
diyjo la presentadora de Al Rojo
Vivo. "Creo que el resultado de-
jara que el publico vea un lado
de €l nunca antes visto".

El expresivo rey de la musica
ranchera, también revela cuéal es
la artista a la que le gustaria mor-
der una nalga ademas de hablar
de una forma muy abierta sobre
sus infidelidades. Durante el es-
pecial de una hora de duracién, él
también comparte sus pasatiem-
pos mas intimos con Maria Ce-
leste, incluyendo su nueva pa-
sion por la pintura al 6leo y su
amor por los caballos miniaturas
que colecciona en su rancho.
Pero, lo mas emotivo es que por
primera vez escucharemos el lado
espintual de esta legendana fig-
ura de la cultura mexicana donde

revela sus miedos, sus debili-
dades y sus pecados dentro del
contexto de su gran amor a Dios.

"Vicente Ferndndez: Al Rojo
Vivo con ¢l Rey" demuestra la
gran quimica y admiracién que
existe entre la entrevistadora y
su entrevistado quienes a través
de los afios se han sentado en
varias ocasiones a charlar ante

las cidmaras y han desarrollado
una gran afinidad y muy bonita y
respetuosa amistad. Después de
la grabacién, Maria Celeste com-
parid un almuerzo de comida
tipica mexicana con Don Vicente
y su esposa Cuquita y luego él
personalmente la llevé al aero-
puerto.

un caballero en todo el sentido
de la palabra con una vida rica y
clara que es digna de mi admira-
ci6n y de todo aquel que no lo
conozca después de ver este es-
pecial”, seflala Maria Celeste.

PARA OBTENER FOTOS TO-
MADS DURANTE LA ENTRE-
VISTA, VISITE
www.telemundomv.com.

Telemundo, cadena estadou-
nidense de television en espaiiol,
es la fuente esencial de entreteni-
miento, noticias y deportes para
los hispanos. Transmitiendo una
programacion singular a mivel
local y nacional para el segmento
de la poblacién de mas rapido
crecimiento en los Estados Uni-
dos, Telemundo llega al 92% de
los televidentes hispanos en 118
mercados a través de sus 15 esta-
ciones, 35 afiliadas y casi 620
sistemas de cable. Telemundo es
una propiedad de NBC Universal,
una de las compaiiias de medios
y entretenimiento mas prominen-
tes del mundo.

Viene de la pagina 4

restantes viven y trabajan en Es-
pafia, aunque dos nacieron en Su-

damérica.

Drexler, oriundo de Montevi-
deo, ha vivido en Madrid desde
1992 Les dijo a reporteros tue
asistiria a la ceremonia de los
Oscar sélo si se le permitia tocar
en vivo Al otro lado del rio. Es
la primera cancién en espafiol en
ser nomunada.

Amendbar, de Chile, ha
vivido la mayor parte de su vida
en Espaila. Al celebrar dos nomi-
naciones por Mar adentro, dijo
lamentar que la estrella de la
pelicula, Javier Bardem, no estu-
viera entre los nominados.

Nacho Vigalondo, quien cali-
fico para ser nominado al Oscar
al ganar A las 7:35 am. el primer
puesto en un importante festival
de cine en Espaiia el afio pasado,
s un conocido actor comercial y
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guionista de televisién.

Manolo Garcia, quien com-
parte la nominaciéon a la cate-
goria de Maquillaje por la ex-
trema transformacion de Bardem
para representar el paraplégico
Ramén Sampedro en Mar aden-
tro, es el cuarto latino en compe-
tir por un Oscar en esta categoria.
Nominados anteriores incluyen a
Ken Diaz y a Mark Séanchez para
My Family (1995) y Beatrice del
Alba, una de dos nominados en
2003 por Frida.

(Antonio Mejias-Rentas es
editor de la seccion de es-
pectaculos con La Opinién de
Los Angeles, el periédico en es-
pafiol de mayor tirada en los
EEUU. Comuniquese con él por
correo electrénico a:
lataino@aol.com).

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link News
Service
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(sonzales is Hispanic role model, Republicans say

Confirming Alberto Gonzales as
the new attorney general "will
resonate throughout the Hispanic
community” despite Democratic
complaints that he is connected
to the Bush administration's
policies on foreign detainees, Re-
publicans said today.

"This 1s a breakthrough of in-
credible magnitude for Hispanic-
Amenicans and should not be de-
luded by partisan politics," said
Florida Sen. Mel Martinez, the na-
tion’s first Cuban-American sena-
tor. "Judge Gonzales is a role
model for the next generation of
Hispanic-Americans in  this
country.”

GOP senators continued to
praise Gonzales through Senate
speeches the day before his con-
firmation vote in that chamber to
become the first Hispanic attorney
general. Democrats have
said they won't filibuster the
White House counsel and former
Texas Supreme Court judge, al-
though as many as 30 could vote

From Page 4

deo, has lived in Madrid since
1992, He told reporters he would
attend next month's Oscar cere-
mony in Los Angeles only if he
were allowed to perform Al otro
lado del rio live. It is the first
Spanish-language song to be
nominated.

Chile-born Amenabar has lived
in Spain most of his life. While
celebrating the two nominations
for Mar adentro, he said he was
disappointed that the film's star,
Javier Bardem, was not among
nominees.

Nacho Vigalondo, who quali-
fied for the Oscar nomination
when A las 7:35 a.m. took the top
award at a major Spanish film fes-
tival last year, is a well-known
commercial actor and TV script-
writer.

Manolo Garcia, who shares the
nomination for the extreme trans-
formation Bardem underwent to
become the paraplegic Ramén
Sampedro in Mar adentro, is the
fourth Latino to compete for a
makeup Oscar. Previous nominees
include Ken Diaz and Mark Sén-
chez for My Family (1995) and
Beatrice del Alba, one of two
nominees in 2003 for Frida.

(c) 2005, Hispanic Link News
Service
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against * his confirmation
Thursday.

Martinez, the former Housing
and Urban Development secretary
who broke with Senate tradition
by giving part of his floor speech
praising Gonzales in Spanish,
said the confirmation would mean
a lot to young Hispanics who
have never seen one of their own
in the top four Cabinet positions:
secretary of state, defense secre-
lary, treasury secretary or attorney

general.
Gonzales' confirmation "will

resonate through the Hispanic
community, just as it has reso-
nated throughout our community
that he has been the president's
lawyer,” Martinez said.

Republicans said part of the rea-
son the vote is happening on
Thursday 1s because Democrats
don't want to give President Bush
a success to tout in his State of
the Union speech.

"They want the bully pulpit all
the way up to and after that to try

Perfec

continued from page 5

Cookbook. Also visit
http://www.weber.com and
http://www starchefs.com/RGold/
html for additional recipe ideas).

Pre-Game Show

-- Grilled Shrimp Cocktail

-- Barbecued Chicken Wings

-- Rosemary Meatballs

-- Steak Bits, Buffalo-style

- Glazed Walnuts and Smoked
Pecans

Kick-Off

-- Gridiron Chili

-- Jalapeno Com Bread

- Cole Slaw with Creamy Caesar
Dressing

-- Wasabi Salmon

- Newspaper-Wrapped Filet of
Beef

Post-Game Show

-- Brownies and Cookies

- Chocolate covered strawber-
ries

Thirst Quenchers

-- Beers: light, lager, stout

-- Wines: sauvignon blanc,
zinfandel

-- Non-alcoholic: sparkling ci-
der, assorted sodas, bottle water

The Set Up:

Allow enough time to prepare
food and decorate. Set up food

on

16 oz. Pkg.

Prices effective February 4 - 10, 2005
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Fresh California

Celery Hearts

to taint this nominee with the per-
ceived sins of the Bush admini-
stration,” said Sen. John Comyn,
R-Texas. '

The Senate's top Democrat said
Tuesday that Democrats won't try
to filibuster Gonzales' nomina-
tion, but will hold extensive de-
bate over his role in developing
the Bush administration's poli-
cies on foreign detainees.

"There will be an up-or-down
vote" and no blockage, Senate
Minority Leader Harry Reid of Ne-
vada told reporters afier the
Democrats huddled for their
weekly planning session.

Democratic opposition to Gon-
zales derives "from the nominee's
involvement in the formulation of
a number of policies that have tar-
nished our country’s moral lead-
ership in the world and put
American soldiers and American
citizens at greater risk," Sen. Pat-
nck Leahy, D-Vt, said during
Senate debate Tuesday.

Gonzales, who served as White

and drink stations buffet style,
with access from two sides. This
will help more people get their
food and drinks quickly. On the
bar, use a wide container such as
a galvanized steel bucket filled
with ice and water for chilling
drinks. Pull the corks on the
wine before the party and have
extra glasses nearby. There can
never be ecnough ice at a
party—make sure there is plenty.

On Saturday, get out all the ta-
bles and chairs, linens, platters,
bowls, utensils, plates, cutlery,
and glasses. Count them and use
stick-on notes to label each plat-
ter and bowl with the food it will
hold. Have enough TVs for eve-
ryone to sece—even in the bath-
room! Have fun with decorations.
Use streamers, balloons, and
confetti in the colors of both
teams.

During the Game:

Watch when food and snacks
run low and replenish the plat-
ters when needed.

Not Interested in the Game:

Set up a room without TVs
where people who aren't inter-
ested in the game can sit, catch
up with fnends or just relax.
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House counsel during Bush's first
term, would be the nation's first
Hispanic attomey general.

"I'm confident that Judge Gon-
zales will be confirmed with bi-
partisan support,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., said.
"And I'm confident that as attor-
ney general, Judge Gonzales will
continue to build on the suc-
cesses of the last four years that
we've seen in reducing crime and
in fighting corporate fraud and
upholding our civil rights laws."

Reid predicted that at least 25 or
30 Democrats would vote against

Gonzales but said "there was a
decision made not to filibuster."
A filibuster, a parliamentary
tactic for delaying Senate action,
would require Republicans, who
hold a 55-44 majority in the
Senate, to win over at least five
Democrats — or four Democrats
plus Vermont Sen. James Jef-
fords, an independent — to gain
the 60 votes needed to end de-
bate and then confirm Gonzales.

t Super Bowl Party

Weber-Stephen Products Co.,
headquartered in Palatine, 111, is
the premier manufacturer of char-
coal and gas grills and accesso-
ries. In 1952, founder George
Stephen designed the Weber(R)
kettle with a lid that allows out-
door cooks to grill in all kinds
of weather. A family-owned busi-
ness for more than 50 years, We-
ber has grown to be a leading ex-
porter of outdoor grills world-
wide. Weber charcoal and gas
grills are available at select home
centers, hardware stores, depart-
ment stores, patio stores, and
other retail outlets. Weber has
the strongest consumer outreach
program in the industry with its
all-year, round-the-clock Weber
Gnill-LineSM (1-800-GRILL-
OUT(R)); the semi-annual grill-
ing newsletter The Grill Out(R)
Times for Weber owners who reg-
ister their grill; and a content-
rich website with grilling tips,
techniques, and more than 250
original Weber recipes. For more
information on other Weber
products and to find a Weber

dealer ncar you, visit
http://www.weber.com.
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