Casualties of
War In Irag

3005

as of Jan. 1,
2006

VOL. XXX No. 14

Comentarios

de Bidal Aguero

eaths in

Iraq are

now up to
3005 and according
to the story on our
front page of the
142 Texans killed in
Irag as of Feb. 19,
54 - or 38 percent -
were Hispanic although Hispamcs
account for only 32 percent of military age
Texans. That figure very closely reflects
the statistics in the Lubbock area that has

total of 6 Irag casualties 4 of whom are

Hispanics.

These numbers are very disturbing and
it would behoove our Hispanic leaders to
investigate and perhaps work toward
keeping our boys home instead of
sending them off to war. One good thing
that happened as shown by the last
election is that people are now realizing
that the Iraq war is a immoral war that
was started without reason. But do our

kids realize it is the question.
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Our congratulations to Chnsty Martinez
on the publication of her new magazine
Latino Lubbock.

Two articles in El Editor in the past few
weeks and one in this week's edition have
called for accountability of Lubbock
minority community, the media and
minonty leaders. The issue at hand is the
Lubbock Police Department’s seemingly
unaccountability  for their actions. |
understand that one topic of discussion at
the last Hispanic Agenda meeting by a
Citizen's Review Board . Perhaps it is to
to bringc ttli§ disgusgioq* to the public.

o™ 070 430070 @7 @3y @ L@ HFHFTFL-

As far as we have heard Chancellor
Hance has not had any type of public
meeting with Lubbock Hispanic commu-
nity. We know that are needs are many
and a meeting is certainly in order. Then
again who are we to request any type of
meeting!

Pioneer Latino Leader Reflects on
Relationships with Seven Presidents

By Alex Meneses Miyashita
(First of a two-part series)

Raul Yzaguirre, the Hispanic community's most influential and respected national advocate throughout
the last quarter century, nurtured the growth of the National Council of La Raza into this country's most
powerful Latino civil rights organization as its president for three decades. Following his retirement on

Dec. 31, 2004, he joined
Arizona State University in
Phoenix as presidential
professor of practice in
community development and
civil rights.

Stepping out of the limelight
for the past two years, he gave
his successor, Janet Murguia,
and the National Council of La
Raza an opportunity to emerge
from his shadow.

Recently he spoke out w'ith
Hispanic Link News Service
editors on Latino political
empowerment and its rapidly
growing national role. Here,
covering the first part of the
Interview, Y zaguirre offers a
personal account of the
relationships of seven U.S.
presidents with the Latino
community as it surged
politically. The dialogue is
edited for brevity.

QUESTION: Since you
came to Washington. D.C., to
advocate for the Hispanic
community, how many
presidents did you interact
with?

ANSWER: | have met with
every president since the
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Tejanos Dying Disproportionately in Mar

Ispanic Texans are dying in Iraq at

a rate more than 60 percent higher

than the rate for the nation's mili-
tary-age population as a whole, according
to a Texan’s review of war fatalities.

In a separate study, a University of Cal-
ifornia professor has found that during the
first six weeks of the war, 16.5 percent of
troops killed were Latinos, although Lati-
nos made up only 11.2 percent of the com-
bat troops.

More than 3,000 troops have lost their
lives since U S. forces invaded Irag.

With the invasion approaching its sec-
ond anniversary next month, the uneven
distribution of fatalities is forcing the mili-
tary and the nation to confront questions
about exactly who dies for their country
when the United States goes to war.

The burden in Irag is not being shared
equally. Hispanic Texans and rural Ameri-
cans, mostly white, have among the highest
death rates.

The federal Government Accountability
Office and academic researchers are study-
ing the counts, looking for social factors
that might help explain how race and class
shape who joins the military.

Through a spokesman, the Department
of Defense said it could not respond direct-
ly to the findings without conducting its
own statistical analysis, but said the, find-
Ings generally reflect "the fact that we are
at war."

Extensive Department of Defense stud-
les from as recently as 2002 have consis-
tently found that poor young people with
low grades and the least likelihood of go-
Ing to college or getting jobs are more like-
ly to enlist many to get college financial
aid. One department report prepared by a
consultant in 2000. for example, recom-
mended that recruiters "concentrate on C
students."

An all-volunteer military makes under-

Administration of Lyndon Baines Johnson.

Q: How much did those presidents know about Hispanics. how much did they need to be educated and

how much did they leam?

A: At some level, every president that | have met has needed an education on Latino issues.

Q: Let's start with Lyndon Baines Johnson.

A: LBJ knew our community and we made significant progress in his administration, principally through
the Great Society programs, but the Vietnam war and the huge media focus on civil rights violations
against African Americans, coupled with the riots, consumed most of LBJ's attention.

It was not until we had the little-known but very important Albuguerque walkout that we got some
attention. After that event. LBJ set up the Cabinet Committee on Opportunities for Spanish Speaking
People by executive order. The committee was subsequently authorized and funded by Congress.

Q: Next, President Richard Nixon.

A: In terms of responsiveness, the one that surprised me was Richard Nixon. | expected little from him, P.
but In retrospect he accomplished some important gains for Hispanics. He was the first president to
appoint Latinos to sub-Cabinet posts and as heads of important independent agencies such as the Small
Business Administration. He also initiated a focused effort to recruit Hispanics into the federal govern-

ment by mandating the so-called 16-point program.

Q: President Gerald Ford?

A: We had to educate him. He came from a Michigan district without many Latinos and he was not
particularly well attuned to us. We enjoyed access, but access doesn't mean influence.

standing who isjoining — and therefore
dying — especially relevant, analysts say.

"1 think in a democracy, given that the
military is an agent not only of the state but
also of society, you want a military that all
sectors feel they have a stake in." said Dav-
Id Segal, a sociologist and director of the
Center for Research on Military Organiza-
tion at the University of Mary land.

Texas is home to 19 percent of the na-
tion's Latinos of military age. Yet 32 per-
cent of the Hispanic service members
Killed in Irag as of Feb. 19 came from Tex-
as.

Put another way, Hispanic Texans have
died at the rate of 15.6 for every million
Hispanic men and women of military age
In the state. The comparable rate for the
nation is 9.7 deaths per million.

Of the 142 Texans killed in Irag as of
Feb. 19. 54 — or 38 percent — were His-
panic, although Hispanics account for only
32 percent of military age Texans.

Because most of the country's popula-
tion lives in and around cities, in sheer
numbers, most of those killed have come
from metropolitan areas.

But a disproportionate share of troops
killed has come from rural America, where
whites make up more than 80 percent of
the population.

Whites make up 65 percent of the na-
tion's military and made up about 72 per-
cent of all fatalities through Jan. 8, accord-
ing to a study by Brian Gifford, a health
policy researcher at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

Best option

In his newly published study, "Combat
Casualties and Race: What Can We Leam
from the 2003-2004 Iraq Conflict?". Berke-
ley's Gifford examines what he calls the
"war" and "occupation” phases and finds
that "when U.S. tactics dictate a more ac-
tive. aggressive role in finding and attack-

Ing enemy targets, Hispanics incur casual-
ties in excess of their participation in
ground combat units."

The rate of Hispanic deaths lessened
during the insurgency and occupation phas-
es of the war. when attacks became more
random, but Hispanic deaths remained
slightly disproportionate to the number of
Hispanic troops overall. Gifford has updat-
ed the study with data through Jan. 8.

The percentage of total Hispanic deaths
during the war is below the Hispanic per-
centage of the country's military age popu-
lation, Gifford found. Hispanics are under-
represented in the armed forces as a whole,
analysts say, because education and lan-
guage requirements render many Latinos
Ineligible for service.

African Americans also suffered high
death rates during the war's earliest stages,
compared with their presence in combat
units and the military age population as a
whole, he found.

Some of the imbalances might result
because Hispanics and whites volunteer for
combat units and dangerous specialties —
particularly those in the Marine Corps — at
higher rates, according to a Department of
Defense study.

But if some Latinos seek out dangerous
jobs, they also end up in them after faring
poorly on military entrance exams, said
Jorge Mariscal, a Chicano historian and *
part of the Project on Youth and Non-Mili-
tary Opportunities, a California-based
group of veterans and activists that tries to
counter the influence of recruiters in public
schools.

"l think there's a danger to think, 'Oh,
Latinos want this,' said Mariscal, who
heads the Chicano studies program at Uni-
versity of California, San Diego.

"That's a complete misreading of the
social conditions that lead people there, the
educational shortfalls that track people into

Alex'Meneses Miyashita
(Primera de una serie de dos)

those jobs," Mariscal said.

Experts debate why many Hispanics
enlist:

Military recruiting is highly effective
in the nation's poorest schools, where Lati-
nos often make up a majority of students;

* The Marines have cemented a reputa-
tion as the toughest of the toughest, appeal-
Ing to those who want to prove their mettle;

*The military appeals to a patriotic
sense of duty among Latinos;

» Recent immigrants want to show they
are grateful for being in America, or they
are drawn by a U.S. policy that allows
troops who serve during wartime to apply
for citizenship.

Social class and educational aspirations
are the most powerful predictors of wheth-
er Hispanics will enlist, a 2000 survey of
young Hispanics prepared for the Depart-
ment of Defense found.

"It's really a class issue, then an ethnici-
ty or race issue,” Mariscal said.

In general, Hispanics are significantly
less likely to complete high school than
whites. In 2002, only 57 percent of Latinos
older than 25 had completed high school,
compared with more than 88 percent of
whites and 78 percent of blacks.

About half of enlistment-age Hispanics
are immigrants, and they tend to have less
formal education than their native-born
counterparts, Gifford's research found.

Another theory is that Hispanics main-
tain a proud, patriotic military tradition that
spans generations.

"1f history teaches us anything, it is that
the military is considered a respectable and
even an honorable career for Latinos," said
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, whose U.S. Lati-
no and Latina WWII Oral History Project
at the University of Texas has interviewed
hundreds of veterans and their families,

(continued on page 4)

Reflexiones de un Dirigente Latino Pionero
Sobre Su Relacion con Siete Presidentes

Raul Yzaguirre, elpromotor nacional mas visible de la comunidad hispana durante el pasado
cuarto de siglo, fomentd el crecimiento del Concilio Nacional de La Raza como su presidente
durante tres decadas, convirtiendo al Concilio en la organizacion latina pro derechos civiles de

mayor influencia en este pais. Al jubilarse el 31 de diciembre del 2004, se unio a
la Arizona State University, en Phoenix, como profesor presidential de desarrollo

comunitario y derechos civiles.

El hacerse de un lado les otorgo a su sucesora, Janet Murguia, y al Concilio
Nacional de La Raza, la oportunidad de surgir del cobijo de su sombra.

Hace poco converso con los editores de Hispanic Link News Service en cuanto
a la adquisicion de poder politico de los latinos, y del papel de rapido crecimiento
de la comunidad a nivel nacional. Aqui, en la primera fase de la entrevista,
Y zaguirre ofrece su historia personal dc la relacion de siete presidentes con la
comunidad latina en lo que surgia en terminos politicos. El dialogo ha side

resumido por razones de brevedad.

PREGUNTA: Desde que llego a Washington, D.C., como promotor de los
derechos de la comunidad hispana, <.con cuantos presidentes dialogo?
RESPUESTA: Me he reumdo con cada presidente desde la administracion de

Lyndon Baines Johnson.

P: ~“Cuanto conocian los presidentes sobre los hispanos, cuanto hubo que darles

Instruccion, y cuanto aprendieron?

R: De cierta manera, cada presidente con el que me he reunido ha requerido
Instruccion sobre temas referentes a los latinos.

P: Empecemos con Lyndon Baines Johnson (LBJ por sus siglas en ingles).

R: LBJ conocia nuestra comunidad, y pudimos progresar significativamente
durante su administracion, mayormente por medio de los programas de Great
Society, aunque lo que consumio la mayoria de la atencion de LBJ fue la guerra
en Viet Nam, el enorme enfoque de los medios en violaciones de los derechos
civiles de los negros. junto con los motines.

No file sino hasta que tuvimos la poco conocida pero muy importante
manifestacion de huelga en Albuquerque que se nos presto algo de atencion.
Despues de aquel evento, LBJ establecio un comite de gabinete sobre
oportunidades para la gente de habla hispana por orden ejecutiva. EI comite
recibio autorizacion subsiguiente y financiacion del Congreso.

P: A continuacion, hablemos del presidente Nixon.

R: En terminos de
respuesta a nosotros, el

que me sorprendio fue Richard Nixon. No

esperaba mucho de el, pero viendolo en

retrospectiva, el logro algunos avances

Importantes para los hispanos. Fue el

primer presidente en nombrar a latinos a

puestos de subgabinete y como directores
de agencias importantes independientes
como la Administracion de Pequenas
Empresas. Tambien inicio un esfuerzo
dirigido en el reclutamiento de hispanos al
gobiemo federal al mandar la ejecucion

del llamado programa de 16 puntos.

el presidente Gerald Ford?

R: Tuvimos que darle instruccion. Venia
de un distrito en Michigan que no tenia
muchos latinos y no nos tenia muy en la

mira. Disfrutamos de acceso, pero el
acceso no implica la influencia.

Jimmy Carter?

P: AY que nos cuenta del presidente
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JUSTICE need not be
an Impossible dream.

Attention All State Legislators!
Craddick Must Goll!l

by Roger Quannah Settler El Indio

Think the elections arc over? Well, next week in Austin, Texas one of
the most important elections of all is being held...but none that regular
voters may participate in When the Legislature convenes on 9 January.
150 State Representatives will caucus to select the next Speaker of the
Texas House. The current Speaker is TOM CRADDICK, Republican of
Midland, the longest-xcr\ ing member of the chamber.

In 2002, the campaign began to unseat the popular and much-admired
Speaker PI IT LANEY of Hale Center, solely because Pete was a
Democrat, albeit a non-partisan Democrat who worked with everyone
equally and fairly The TOM DcLAY sickness, “the Culture of Corruption™
hod permeated Washington. D C , and Texas had yet to fall to DcLay’s
brand of vicious partisanship and corrupt financial practices.

Read the Texas Observer article “Craddickism™ which was published
on 15 December 2006 (  Tom Craddick met Chris Winkle on the night of
October 21, 2002, for dinner at Anthony’s, an upscale eatery near the
Galleria in Houston .Winkle was there on behalfof the nation's largest
nursing home trade group " Winkle passed a $ 100.000 check to Craddick.
which Craddick claims he never examined, but passed on to a GOP fund,
Texans for a Republican Majority, or TRMPAC, the Tom DcLay-foundcd
political action committee. Once Craddick was elected Speaker with the
ald ol this type of illegal corporate campaign contributions, the payback
begun, eight months later, with the passage ofa “Tort-reform™ bill which
capped malpractice nursing home damage awards at $ 250,000
Amazing but just "business as usual” in the Washington. D C. and Austin.
Texas of Tom IXT.ay and Tom Craddick.

Once Craddick bullied and strong-armed his way into power, his very
first legislative priority was...to de-reguiatc college tuition, which led to
HUG! tuition increases at most Texas universities, with...guess
what > Texas Tech leading the way with the second-highest tuition
Increases, two of them. Suddenly, an explosion of campus construction
occurred, with metal sculptures show mg up all over campus, and the news
that the horde of Assistant Chancellors were being paid Giant salaries [one
aspect of the "Giant Side of Texas”. | surmise..."Giant" salaries for City,
County, USD and Texas Tech administrators],

Craddick pushed through the Tom DelLay gerrymandering of Texas
Congressional and Legislative Districts, which cost a fortune, while Texas
schools and schoolchildren suffered in the meantime. Governor RICK
PERRY managed to call multiple special sessions for Redistricting while
ignoring the school finance issues until the courts forced Perry and
Craddick to do something about it.

Now, Craddick bullies and intimidates legislators with threats of
retaliation from any deviation from the party line. Thankfully, for those of
us who vote in the Republican Primaries, it is Republican legislators who
have led the charge to oust Craddick. along with long-time Democratic
Slate Rep SEN! ROMA THOMPSON. First, State Rep BRIAN
McCALL announced as a Speaker candidate. He soon recruited a large
number of Texas' Democratic legislators for his cause...and quite a few
Republicans. 70 in number at last report Then State Rep JIM PITTS
jumped in the race as a "consensus" candidate. Rep. Thompson threw her
support to McCall, and at this writing. McCall appears ready to throw his
support to Pitts This is to take place at a joint news conference on
Thursday. 4 January, and by the time El Editor is in pnnt, we might know
the full extent of the Pitts challenge to Craddick.

It is HIGH TIME that the high-handed Speaker TAINTED TOM
CRADDICK gets his comeuppance...and that he should be sent packing.
This writer is disgusted to hear that 12 Democrats...yes 12...are still
backing Craddick at this date. Two of them, DAWNNA DUKES of Austin
and PATRICK ROSE of Dripping Springs near Austin, should know
better Dawnna called Craddick “fair" after the Dclay-Craddick redistnet-
ing did its best to deny Austin its rightful Congressional seat, solely for
partisan reasons Dukes and Rose should be sent packing as well...by
disgruntled Democrats who suffered dunng Rcdistricting.

| call on our local Representatives. DELWIN JONES, CARL ISETT
and JOI HEFLIN to joint the Pitts-McCall effort to unseat Craddick.

( raddick has been no friend of the Panhandle-South Plains area. His
advocacy of the DeLay rcdistricting cost West Texas one of our represen-
tatives in Congress, the esteemed CHARLIE STENHOLM If Charlie
were still in Congress, would be the new Chairman of the Agriculture
Committee instead, wc have a developer. RANDY NEUGEBAUER, and
un oilman. MIKE CONAWAY, representing West Texas in Congress...quite
a deal!

If any of our Representatives support the corrupt and tainted cundidacy
of Tom Craddick for Speaker, they should be held to account in the next
election, because they represent Tom Craddick and Tom DelLay, not us!!!

This writer has always been a fan of Lubbock attorney CHARLIE
DLNN's writing, but last week's "Where's the Accountability?' REALLY
hit the nail on the head! Check it out: “Even more disturbing is the
silence from our City Council They were quick to raise our property
taxes, quick to annex the strip which increased the tax on alcohol, and
quick to install red light cameras to increase city revenue. Why aren’t they
just as quick to demand accountability when city property is being
destroyed?" \& Iread this. | stood up and cheered The SILENCE is
finally being noticed from ALL of our minority leaders.

(n»ne are the days when VICTOR HERNANDEZ spoke out against
Eminent 1Xtmain and the MclXmgal abuses of tax appraisals ..gone are the
days when I | ISI O SOL IS vigorously represented the minority communi-
ties on just about every issue. Instead, what do wc have? Councilmail |,
FI OY1) PRICE soted against annexing the Strip, but voted FOR tax
Increases, fee increases, red light cameras, and the salary hike for three
overpaid Assistant City Managers And Councilwoman LINDA DcLEON?
She voted TOR all of the above . lax increases, fee increases, annexing the
Strip, red light cameras, and the huge salary hike

| am delighted that CHARI Il DUNN and ABEL CRUZ have both
written about this SII ENCE now it is time for others to pick up the
banners and cry out, “Why are you people silent when the minority
communities are being taxed, fcc-d. over-law -enforced and codes-
adminixicred-io-dcath?"

Heck, our two minority Council members, with LINDA leading the
wav. were the ones who pushed the Cotl|fra crackdown on North and hast
Lubbock instead of speaking out against it More than SILENCE this
time .. I INDA goes on camera to say. | f you don’t break the law. you
have nothing to fear from red light cameras"” when she knows FULL
WI LL that the red light cameras will come down heavy on our brothers
and sisters “WHERE’S THE ACCOUNTABILITY??"P?"
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GERALD FORD HAD RO

IN CREATING POLITICAL
BASE FOR LATINOS

By Jose de la Isla

HOUSTON - Few of us. even

Washington’s political junkies, know
about Gerald R. Ford's role in bring-
Ing the Hispanic constituency into
play in national politics. Two impor-
tant decisions made dunng his presi-
dency are rarely brought up from the
database of Itngenng memones that
histonans draw upon. But they had a
special bearing on shaping our cur-
rent nauonal politics.
Ford, this nation's 38th president,
passed away in Rancho Mirage, Ca-
lif, the day after Christmas. He was
93.

He became vice-president to
President Richard Nixon following
Spiro Agncw's resignation in Octo-
ber of 1973. Ten months later, after
the Watergate hearings ahd facing
Impeachment, Nixon resigned, mak-
Ing Ford the only person ever to be-
come vice-president and president
without benefit ofelection to the po-
sitions.

In office barely a month, the new
president invited Congress's His-
panic members to visit him for a chat.
The agenda included the economy,
bilingual education funding and
worker training.

All the congressional members
except one were Democrats: Herman
Badillo (N.Y.), Eligio (Kika) de la
Garza and Henry B. Gonzalez of
Texas, Edward Roybal (Calif.), and
Senator Joseph Montoya (N.M.) The
lone Republican was Manuel Lujdn,
Jr. (N.M.), who later became Secre-
tary of the Interior under Ronald
Reagan.

Some community leaders were
calling for abolishing the Cabinet
Committee on Opportunities for
Spanish Speaking People. The
policymaking group was found by
the Watergate hearings to have
played along with Nixon operatives
trying to influence the Hispanic vote
In the 1972 election.

Instead, the delegation meeting
with Ford seemed to favor placement
ofa high-level advocate in the White
House. Coincidentally, Ford was
considering appointing Fernando
E.C de Baca as White House spe-
cial assistant. He had spearheaded the
Sixteen Point Program, one of
Nixon's few successful initiatives to
place high-level Hispanic officials in
the administration. However, once in
the Ford White House, de Baca had
to finesse a delicate matter.

The Voting Rights Act was due
for reauthorization. It was originally
passed in 1965 and renewed in 1970,
mainly to cover the South, where
black elected representation had
growTi dramatically. Most civil rights
leaders wanted the law reauthorized
without changes. But Hispanic lead-
ers were pressing for the law to in-
clude language minorities and to

bring other states into the federal
government's oversight.

Asimilar effort to expand the bill
had lost in 1970 when Gerald Ford,
as House minority leader, worked
with Nixon to defeat the measure.

In 1975, the House passed the
reform bill's Senate version, 346 to
56 To his credit. Ford signed it. The
new law was a major national bench-
mark. But a critical mistake was not
championing it through Congress.
Eventually Republicans solidified
their core middle-class Hispanic con-
stituency to give us the tug and pull
for that portion of the vote we have
today, A forceful statement from the
White House about ending Hispanic
voter discrimination was attributed to
Fernando de Baca, and not the presi-
dent.

Ford, dunng his 18-month presi-
dency, appointed 61 high-level gov-
ernment officials. He exceeded what
Nixon did in six years. This was the
other high watermark of Ford's presi-
dency in relation to Latino interests.

Edward Aguirre was named
Commissioner of Education. The
post was the equivalent of a Cabinet
position, although the Department of
Education had not yet been estab-
lished. Aguirre represented the high-
est-level Latino appointment by any
U.S. president up to that time.

Aguirre recalls one meeting in
particular in the Oval Office when
President Ford was reviewing the
education budget. The book Ford had
before him contained countless small
details. Aguirre remembers Ford spe-
cifically asking about one inner-city
program axed by lower-level offi-
cials.

Ford was especially knowledge-
able about budgets. He asked Aguirre
one direct question, “What difference
will this make for kids?” Then he
turned to the budget director and said,
“Put it in.”

“To me that is the mark of the
man,” Aguirre told me.

Talk to Usl!
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Immigration Is a key
ltest for Democrats

By Ruben Navarrette Jr.

In the 1980s. San Antonio Mayor Henry Cisneros helped
convene a gathering of Hispanic leaders to christen the time
In which they were living: the Decade of the Hispanic.

What they were talking about was a decade when Hispan-
Ics in the United States would come into their own in every-
thing from politics to pop culture.

That summit was ahead of its time. Yet, two decades later,
it's clear we've embarked on something grander: the Century

of the Hispanic.

Congressional Republicans obviously didn’t getthe memo.
If they had, they may not been so eager to use the immigra-
tion debate to try to score points at the expense of the nation’s

largest minority.

That didn't work out so well. And it's just one reason why -
- when the new Congress convenes this week - Republicans
will be in the smaller offices while Democrats bask in the power
that comes from being in the majority.

In the last election, Hispamcs lit into the Republican Party
like a swarm of 7-year-olds tearing into a piriata.

Nearly 7 out of 10 Hispanic voters shunned the GOP and
tossed their support across the aisle Democrats earned 69
percent of the Hispanic vote, compared with 30 percent for

the GOP

Conservatives don't want to hear this, but some of the pum-
meling that Republicans got from Hispanlcs was payback for
the immigration hard-line taken by House Republicans.

According to exit polls by the William C. Velasquez Insti-
tute. Hispanics found multiple reasons to be disenchanted
with Republicans in Congress. Immigration was just one is-

Sue.

But, boy, what an issue! Polls taken before the election
described immigration as a "motivator"” for Hispanics and one
reason many of them were enthusiastic about voting.

So once Democrats control both Houses, what’s going to
happen on immigration? The signals are mixed.

In the days after the election, there were newspaper ar-
ticles in which sources in Congress said Democrats might
want to put the immigration issue on the back burner and —
certainly in the so-called 100-hour agenda to be kicked off
this week -- concentrate on easy victories such as raising the
minimum wage, expanding stem cell research, lowering pre-
scription drug prices and tightening congressional ethics rules.

But lately, there’s been talk of a bipartisan coalition in Con-
gress that could approve an immigration bill that gives illegal
Immigrants a path to legal residency dhd perhaps even defund
700 miles of border fencing approved In the last session.

Sources in Congress are saying that the process will be-
gin in the Senate as early as this mooth. Sen. Edward
Kennedy, D-Massachusetts, and Sen. John McCain. R-Ari-
zona, are expected to introduce legislation, it should pass.

Then all eyes will be on the House, which could take up
the issue later in the year. What if House Democrats get cold
feet and fail to deliver, and Latinos hold them accountable?
Let's just say, they may not want to unpack those boxes just
yet. In two years, they may have to find their way back to

those smaller offices.

Survey says Hispanic Is common choice

By TOM RAGAN

City Manager Carlos
Palacios, recently named man of
the year by the Chamber of
Commerce, said he used to call
himselfa Hispanic when he was
growing up in Albuquerque. N.M.

But since he moved to
California more than a decade
ago, he refers to himselfas a
Latino.

"It's a regional thing." said
the 44-year-old who speaks
Spanish, although not fluently.
""For the most part, everybody
calls themselves Latinos here,
so I've gotten used to doing the
same.”

He's in the minority,
however.

According to a recent survey
conducted by several college
professors around the greater
Southwest, most people of
Spanish ongin prefer to be
called Hispanic instead of
Latino.

Hispanic is a term created
by the federal government in
the 1970s for census purposes
and is still holding strong. *
although its popularity has
plummeted oxer the years

It has given way to terms such
as Chicano. Mexican-American.
""Tejano,"" even American to those
Immigrants who have recently
become U.S. citizens and are
proud of saying it

""Perhaps our biggest
conclusion is that people didn't
really care or object to either
labels."" said John Garcia, a

University of Arizona political
science professor who partici-
pated in the study.

The Latino National Survey
of nearly 9,000 people was
carried out in lengthy telephone
Interviews last year across the
United States and released
recently.

With a margin of error plus
or minus 3 percent, the survey
consisted of nearly 100 ques-
tions posed to those who either
spoke Spanish or had Spanish
surnames

The first question was,
""How do you identify your-
self?"

In Watsonville, where 77
percent of the population is
Latino, the terms are inter-
changeable. although a quick
sampling Friday afternoon
revealed just about any label
runs the gamut, depending on
the context.

"If ’'m with a group of
Mexican parents and I'm trying
to help their children, then Il
call myself a Mexican.” said
Mayor Manuel Quintero
Bersamin. 49. who speaks
Spanish fluently. ""But if I'm
talking to the Brown Berets,
then I’'m a Chicano And if I'm
talking to people who are
Mexican or Filipino, then I'm
either a "Mcxipino' or a
'Filipicano

But one thing Bersamin says
he certainly is not is a Hispanic

""Those who want to

subscribe to their Native
American or Indian ancestry
usually choose 'Latino' or
‘Chicano.' " he said. ""The
Spanish weren't very' nice when
they colonized Mexico, Cuba or
other parts of Central and South
America."

And yet the term Hispanic is
the most prevalent — perhaps
out of habit of having to answer
to the U.S. Census or filling out
countless applications in which
Hispanic is the only label listed.

Hispanic, however, is not a
race, contrary to uninformed
public opinion, notes Garcia,
the political science professor.

The word itself comes from
"Espana.’”” or Spam — not
exactly something Adolfo
Garcia Jr., a Pajaro Valley high
school sophomore, was familiar
with.

Yet he certainly has an
opinion on the matter

“I'm a Mexican-Amcncan,"'
he said. "My parents come from
Mexico, but 'm from here That
makes me a citizen That makes
me an American — a Mexican-
American "'

It's a term among many
bilingual children and adults
who grew up here and whose
parents come from Mexico. Not

Adertise

only are they bilingual, but their
bicultural. Some choose to
retain the heritage, others shun
It, adapting to mainstream
society, notes Theresa Espinosa,
a receptionist at the Santa Cruz
County Immigration Project.

"I'm a Mexican." she said,
""even though I was bom here. |
call myself Mexican, and |
taught my children to speak
Spanish first, and | taught them
to be proud of their heritage."

Aida Figueroa echoed those
same sentiments.

"l was bom in Mexico, but
I've lived here all my life," said
the 38-year-old Watsonville
resident, who was bom in
Mexico while her parents, both
Mexicans, were vacationing
there "I'm in the process of
getting my citizenship."

For others like Antonio
Martinez, a 22-year-old from
Santa Cruz who was bom in
Oaxaca and is bilingual, he
doesn't care much about labels

"It doesn't matter, and | don't
get offended.” he said. ""The
most important thing is that you
never forget where you come
from, and it's sad if you're
ashamed of it and not proud.'cy
may have to find their way back
to those smaller offices.
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Y zaguirre

(from page 1)

Q: What about President
Jimmy Carter?

A: Jimmy Carter had very
little personal interaction with
Latinos. He was learning
Spanish, so he used that to help
him understand a little bit of
our community. He just did not
know our community very well.
But once you presented a
problem to him, he reacted
positively to it. We had very-
high expectations for the Carter
Administration. We were
expecting a forceful Latino civil
rights agenda and at least one
Cabinet nomination. We got
neither.

Q: President Bill Clinton?

A: The Bill Clinton era
represents the high watermark
for Latino influence in the
White House and in the federal
government. Bill Clinton does
not have the personal visceral
affinity for Hispanics as he has
for African Americans, but he
gets it. By that | mean that at a
cerebral level, he understands
the importance of Latinos in
this nation.

Q: President George W.
Bush?

A: George W. Bush had and
perhaps still has a wealth of
personal knowledge of our
community. A significant
number of Hispanics, including
our Attorney General, have had
long and deep friendships with
the president. Unfortunately he
turned out to be more “conser-
vative" than “compassionate".
The mainline Latino groups
have neither access nor influ-
ence with this administration.

We thought that finally we
were going to have a Hispanic
named to the Supreme Court,
and he had a couple opportuni-
ties to do that. But he showed
he was more interested in
pleasing the religious right than
In responding to the Hispanic
community.

Q. How about his father,
President George H.W. Bush?

A: George H.W. Bush was, In
my opinion, a benign president
when it came to Hispanics. He
paid scant attention to our “f
community, but there was no
meanness about him.

Q: In 2008 or soon thereafter,
do you see a Hispanic finally
being nominated as president or
vice president?

A: | think New Mexico
Governor Bill Richardson has
an excellent chance of being
nominated for the presidency
and certainly for the vice
presidency.

In the second part of the
Interview, to be published
(date), Yzaguirre shares his
views on the maturation of the
community and increasing
Influence of Latino organiza-
tions.
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Question: What do you think of
the Democratic strategy with its
“first 100 hours” priorities for
the 110th Congress, which do
not include comprehensive
Immigration reform?

Answer: The Democratic
Congressional Leadership
strategy for the first 100 hours
Includes items such as an
Increase in the minimum wage,

which is very much a Latino
Issue as well as a national
priority. Immigration reform in
very different forms is on
everybody's agenda. Compre-
hensive reform will happen
because President Bush is more
aligned with the Democrats
than with members of his own
party on this issue.

Q: Do you feel Congress will
address comprehensive immi-
gration reform in a timely
fashion?

A: Not as timely as some of
us would like. Immigration
legislation, as emotional and
complicated as it may be, will
happen because the political
dynamics have changed. Before
the November elections, we had
a situation where the Democrats
had the luxury of blaming the
Republicans both for passing
draconian measures such as
criminalizing acts of charity to
undocumented aliens and
alternatively, of doing nothing.

Q: How much influence do
La Raza and other Latino
organizations have in Washing-
ton?

A: We have made enormous
progress. | remember a time in
the '70s when we had to beg to
testify in congressional commit-
tee hearings. By the time | left
NCLR, we were being asked to
testify on a variety of issues on
a routine basis. We were in the
unusual position of being

Conference

be held at the (Miami Beach
Convention Center, July 21-24.

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is thrilled to
hold this year's Annual Conference in Miami,

Florida! With the most recent U.S. Census polls
reporting that more than 60% of Miami's two million
residents are Hispanic, Miami is the perfect venue
for NCLR's 2007 Annual Conference and Latino Expo

USA.

This multicultural metropolis has it all - a thriving
Latino community, a rich social and cultural life, a
strong job market, top-notch universities, the
highest Hispanic college enrollment in the nation,
and a Hispanic political representation poised to put
the interests of the American people first.

This "Magic City" is not only one of our community's
true political and economic success stories, it is also
one of the most exhilarating and vibrant cities in the
world. NCLR is delighted to host this year's Annual
Conference In this Latino mosaic of unity, diversity,

and culture.

See you in Miami!

About Annual Conference

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) - the largest
national Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization in
the United States - works to improve opportunities for
Hispanic Americans. Through its network of nearly 300
affiiated community-based organizations (CBOs), NCLR
reaches millions of Hispanics each year in 41 states,
Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. NCLR is
recognized as the most effective, influential, and
respected Hispanic organization in the country, serving as
a voice in Washington, DC for Hispanic Americans.

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

CHANGING NATION: POPULA-
TION GROWTH FEEDS LATINO
INFLUENCE IN CONGRESS

lobbied to take positions by
individual members of Con-
gress in both houses and from
both sides of the aisle.

Q: How satisfied are you now
with the progress Hispanics
have made?

A: Until we achieve parity,
until our ethnicity is not a
barrier to opportunity, we
cannot be satisfied. Our biggest

enemy is not Anglo racism, it is
our own willingness to be
satisfied with small gains. Our
biggest challenge is to over-
come apathy.

Q: To what do you attribute
the progress to date?

A: Growth in numbers. Also,
when | first came to Washing-
ton. there was very little
connection between our few
congressional representatives
and Latino organizations. Now
we work hand in glove. There's
an expectation that we will be
supportive of each other. But
we have to participate more in
the process. We have to
contribute to candidates, to
work the primaries, notjust the
general election. We need to
Influence afl sectors of our
society, labor unions, the news
media, as well as both political
parties.

Q: How much impact would
you say the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus or any
Hispanics now have in Con-
gress?

A: Twenty years ago, the few
Hispanics that we had in
Congress were marginal in
terms of influence. Now we
have three U.S. Senators, we
will have committee and
subcommittee chairs in both
chambers. We are on an upward
trajectory. The only thing that
can hurt us is internal bickering,
and we seem to be having some
of that now. But | see that as
part of the maturation process.
We will get it together.

Q: A lot of times Hispanic
Republicans in Congress speak
very well on common issues
with Hispanic Democrats. Is
there a chance they can get
together again?

A: It's very important that
they work together. Republican
Hispanic congressional mem-
bers vote much more favorably
on Latino priorities than other
Republicans. The first step is to
get them to rejoin the Congres-
sional Hispanic Institute.

Q: How about collaboration
between the black and Latino
congressional caucuses?

A: There's been an atmo-
sphere of willingness and |
think there's recognition by the

'African-American members of

Congress that they need to pay
more attention to us. Number
one, African-American mem-
bers are representing districts
that are increasingly Latino, so

_there's a pragmatic motive for

them to become more interested
In Latino issues. Number two,
our interests by and large
coincide with each other,
legislatively speaking.

NEXT: In the third part of
the interview, to be published
(date), Yzaguirre addresses
education issues and the often
misunderstood Hispanic role in
U.S. society.
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Yzaguirre

(viene de la Primera

R: Jimmy Carter tuvo escasa
participation con los latinos.
Aprendia espanol, con lo cual
podia entender algo sobre
nuestra comunidad, pero en
terminos sencillos, no conocia
muy bien nuestra comunidad.
No obstante, una vez que se le
presentara un problema, su
reaccion era positiva. Tuvimos
expectativas muy altas de la
administracion Carter.
Esperabamos una agenda
poderosa de derechos civiles
latinos y por lo menos un
nombramiento a gabinete, pero
no se nos concedio ninguno de
los dos.

P: 1Y el presidente Bill
Clinton?

R: La era de Bill Clinton
representa un hito importante
para la influencia latina en la
Casa Blanca y en el gobiemo
federal. Bill Clinton no tiene la
afinidad visceral para los
latinos como la tiene para los
afficano-americanos, pero si
entiende la problematica. Con
esto quiero decir que a nivel
intelectual, comprende la
Importancia de los latinos para
esta nacibn.

P: 1Y el presidente George W.
Bush?

R: George W. Bush tuvo, y tal
vez tenga aun, una riqueza de
conocimiento personal de
nuestra comunidad. Un numero
Importante de hispanos,
Incluyendo a nuestro Fiscal de
la Nacion, han tenido relaciones
de amistad largas y profundas
con el presidente. Por
desgracia, resulto ser mas
“conservador” que “de
compasion”. Los grupos
corrientes latinos no han tenido
ni acceso ni influencia en esta
administracion.

Pensamos que al fin
tendriamos a un hispano
nombrado al Tribunal Supremo,
y tuvo la oportunidad un par de
veces de hacerlo. No obstante,
se mostro mas interesado en
complacer a los de la derecha
religiosa que en responder a la
comunidad hispana.

P: que dice de su padre, el
presidente George H.W. Bush?
R: En mi opinion, George

H.W. Bush file un presidente
benigno en cuanto a los
hispanos. No nos presto mucha
atencion como comunidad, pero
no hubo ninguna maldad de su
parte.

P: En el 2008, o poco
despues, ~cree Ud. que se
nombrara finalmente a un
hispano a la presidencia o la
vicepresidencia?

R: Me parece que el
gobemador de Nuevo Mexico,
Bill Richardson, cuenta con una
excelente posibilidad de ser
nombrado a la presidencia, y
ciertamente a la
vicepresidencia.
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NUESTRA NACION CAMBIANTE: EL CRECI-
MIENTO DE LAPOBLACION AUMENTA
INFLUENCIA LATINAEN EL CONGRESO

Pregunta: <,Que opina Ud. dc la
estrategia de los democratas con
sus prioridades para “las primeras
100 horas” del Congreso 110, las
cuales no incluyen la reforma
comprensiva del sistema de
iInmigracion?

RESPUESTA: La estrategia de los
dingentes democratas del Congreso
para las pnmeras 100 horas incluye
temas como el aumento del salario
minimo, el cual es un tema importante
para los latinos, ademas de ser una
priondad nacional. De formas muy
diversas sc encucntra la reforma
migratona en la agenda dc todos. Se
realizara la reforma comprensiva
porgue sc alinea mas el presidente
Bush con los democratas que con los
miembros dc su propio partido en
cuanto a estc tema.

P: 1,Siente Ud. que el Congreso se
dirigira pronto a la reforma
comprensiva del sistema de
Inmigracion?

R: No tan pronto como algunos
quisieramos. La legislacion
migratoria, por mas emocional y
complicada que sea. se realizara
por lo que ha cambiado la dinamica
politica. Antes de las elecciones de
noviembre, nos tocaba una
siluacion en la que los democratas
tenian el lujo de culpar a los
republicanos tanto por aprobar
medidas draconianas, por ejemplo,
hacer criminales los actos de
caridad a los extranjeros
Indocumentados, como por no
hacer nada.

P: ~Cuanta influencia tienen La
Raza y otras organizaciones latinas
en Washington?

R: Hcmos progresado
enormemente. Recuerdo cuando, en
los anos setenta, teniamos que
rogar para que nos permitieran
testificar ante audiencias comitivas
del Congreso. Para cuando deje el
Concilio Nacional de La Raza, se
nos pedia testificar sobre una
variedad de temas de manera
rutinaria. Nos toco la posicion
extrana de ser cabildeados a que
tomemos ciertas posiciones, por
parte de miembros individuals del
Congreso de ambas camaras y de
ambos partidos.

P: $Que tan contento se siente
hoy con el progreso que han hecho
los hispanos?

R: Hasta que no logremos la
paridad, hasta que nuestra etnicidad
no sea una barrera a la oportunidad,
no podemos estar contentos.
Nuestro mayor enemigo no es el
racismo de parte de los blancos,
sino que es nuestra propia voluntad
de contentamos con pequenos
avances. El mayor desaflo que
enfrentamos es sobreponemos a la
apatia.

P: 1A que atribuye Ud. el
progreso realizado hasta la fecha?

R. Al aumento de los numeros.
Tambicn, cuando recien llegub a
Washington, liabia muy poca
conexion entre nuestros escasos
representantes en el Congreso v las
organizaciones latinas. Ahora
colaborainos muy estrechamente.
Se espera que nos apoyemos
mutuamente. Sin embargo, tenemos
que participar mas en el proceso.
Tenemos que contribuir con
candidatos, que trabajar en las
primarias, no solo en las clecciones
gcncrales. Tenemos que surtir
influencia sobre todos los sectores
dc nuestra socicdad, en los
sindicatos laborales, los medios
noticiosos, asi como en ambos
partidos politicos.

P: 1.Que tanto impacto diria Ud.
que tiene en el Congreso ahora el
Caucus de Congresistas Hispanos o
cualquier hispano?

R: Hace veinte anos, los pocos
hispanos que teniamos en el

Congreso estaban al margen en
terminos de influencia. Ahora
contamos con tres senadores, y
tendremos en ambas Camaras
directores de comites y subcomites.
Vamos en auge. Lo unico que nos
puede perjudicar es la riria interna,
de la cual parece padecemos ahora.
No obstante, lo vco como parte del
proceso de madurar. Ya entraremos
en colaboracion.

P: Muchas veces los hispanos
republicanos del Congreso
coinciden mucho en temas que
promueven los hispanos
democratas. ”,Que posibilidad
existe que se unan?

R: Es muy importante que
colaboren. Los miembros
republicanos hispanos del
Congreso votan favorablemente
sobre prioridades latinas mucho
mas que otros republicanos. El
primero paso es lograr que se
vuelvan a unir al Congressional
Hispanic Institute.

P: 1,Que opina de una
colaboracion entre los caucus de
los africano- americanos y los
latinos?

R: Existe un ambiente
voluntarioso y pienso que los
miembros africano-americanos del
Congreso reconocen gque nos deben
prestar nris atencion. En primera
instancia. los miembros africano-
americanos representan distritos
con poblaciones cada vez mayores
latinas, por ende tienen un motivo
pragmatico por interesarse mas en
temas latinos. Segundo. en
terminos de legislacion, nuestros
intereses coincidcn, en gran parte

A CONTINUACION: En la
tercera fase de la entrevista,
Yzaguirre se dirige a temas dc
educacibn y el papel, muchas veces
malentendido. de los hispanos en la
sociedacUjstadounid”

Let Us Print Your
AShirts foras LITTLE AS

per shirt

e Family Reunions/]

eSoftball Teams

e Scoccer Teams

806-7/63-3841


mailto:eleditor@sbcglobal.net

El Editor, week of Jan. 4 thru 10, 2007

from fromt page
a rate more than 60 percent
higher than the rate for the
nation’s military-age popula-
tion as a whole, according to a
Texan’s review of war fatalities.
In a separate study, a Univer-
sity of California professor has
found that during the first six
weeks of the war, 16.5 percent
of troops killed were Latinos,
although Latinos made up only
11.2 percent of the combat
troops.
More than 1,470 troops have
lost their lives since U.S. forces
invaded lIraq.
With the invasion approach-
Ing its second anniversary next
month, the uneven distribution
of fatalities is forcing the mili-
tary and the nation to confront
questions about exactly who
dies for their country when the
United States goes to war.
The burden in Iraq is not being
shared equally. Hispanic Texans
and rural Americans, mostly
white, have among the highest
death rates.
The federal
Govern-
ment Ac-
countability
Office and
academic
researchers
are studyin
the counts,
looking
for social
factors that
might help
explain
how race
and class
shape who
joins the
military.
Through
a spokesman, the Department
of Defense said it could not
respond directly to the findings
without conducting its own
statistical analysis, but said the
findings generally reflect “the
fact that we are at war.”
Extensive Department of De-
fense studies from as recently
as 2002 have consistently found
that poor young people with
low grades and the least likeli-
hood of going to college or
getting jobs are more likely
to enlist, many to get college
financial aid. One department
report prepared by a consultant
In 2000. for example, recom-
mended that recruiters “concen-
trate on C students.”
An all-volunteer military makes

understanding who is joining -
and therefore dying - especially
relevant, analysts say.

“I think In a democracy, given
that the military is an agent

not only of the state but also

of society, you want a military
that all sectors feel they have a
stake in,” said David Segal, a
sociologist and director of the
Center for Research on Military
Organization at the University
of Maryland.

Texas Is home to 19 percent of
the nation’s Latinos of military
age. Yet 32 percent of the His-
panic service members killed
In Iraq as of Feb. 19 came from

Texas.

Put another way, Hispanic Tex-
ans have died at the rate of 15.6
for every million Hispanic men
and women of military age in
the state. The comparable rate
for the nation is 9.7 deaths per
million.

Of the 142 Texans killed in Iraq
as of Feb. 19, 54 - or 38 percent
- were Hispanic, although
Hispanics account for only 32
percent of military age Texans.
Because most of the country’s
population lives in and around
cities, in sheer numbers, most
of those killed have come from
metropolitan areas.

But a disproportionate share of
troops killed has come from ru-
ral America, where whites make

"Like a good neighbor,
State Farm iIs there."

Come meet your

neighbor and

Lubbock’s newest
State Farm Agent

Rick Rosas

(806)776-FARM (3276)

dae faml LocstGd 3t 1803 7th
| (Across Wal-Mart on 4th & Q)

INSURANCE

Se Habla Espanol

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Lubbock Regional MHMR Center, serving in the
capacity of HIV Services Administrative Agency for
the Texas Department of State Health Services for
Area 2, (PanWest), will host a
PUBLIC PRESENTATION of the 2007 - 2009
Comprehensive Plan for HIV Services on
January 10, 2007 at 10:00 AM, in Lubbock, Texas.
The presentation will take place at
Lubbock Regional MHMR Center, 1602 10th St.,
Boardroom, 1st Floor.

The Comprehensive Plan may be viewed In advance at
the following website: http: Avww.panwest.org

For more information, call Maria Salazar at
(806) 766-0308.

www.eleditor.com

Hispanic Texans are dying in lrag at Larger Rate

up more than 80 gercent of the

population.

Whites make up 65 percent of
the nation’s
military
and made
up about
72 per-

®icent of all
atalities
hrough
an. 8, ac-
ording to
study by
nan Gif-
ford, a health policy researcher
at the University of California,

Berkeley.

Best option

In his newly published study,

“Combat Casualties and Race:

What Can We Learn from the

2003-2004 Iraqg Conflict?”,

Berkeley’s Gifford examines

what he calls the “war” and

“occupation” phases and finds

that “when U.S. tactics dictate

a more active, aggressive role

in finding and attacking enemy

targets, Hispanics incur casual-

Ies in
XCess
f their
ar-
Icipa-
lon in
round
ombat
nits.”

e rate
f His-
anic
eaths
essened
ur-

Ing the
nsur-
ency
nd oc-

cupation
phases of the war, when attacks
became more random, but His-
panic deaths remained slightly
disproportionate to the number
of Hispanic troops overall. Gif-
ford has updated the study with

data through Jan. 8.

The percentage of total His-

panic deaths during the war is

below the Hispanic percent-
age of the country’s military
age population, Gifford found.

Hispanics are underrepresented

In the armed forces as a whole,

analysts say, because educa-

tion and language requirements
render many Latinos ineligible
for service.

African Americans also suffered

high death rates during the

war’s earliest stages, compared
with their presence in combat
units and the military age popu-
lation as a whole, he found.

Some of the imbalances might

result because Hispanics and

whites volunteer for combat
units and dangerous special-
ties - particularly those in the

Marine Corps - at higher rates,

according to a Department of

Defense study.

But if some Latinos seek out

dangerous jobs, they also end

up in them after faring poorly

Lead Diagnostic Radiologist
(Lubock, TX)-Manage daily opera-
tions of radiology dept & perform
all radiography exams. Bach deg.
in Radiology Technology, 5 yrs
radiology exp, CMRT. Pis send re-
sume to University Medical Center,
Attn: Judy Scott, 602 Indiana Ave,
Lubbock, TX 79415

on military entrance exams,
said Jorge Mariscal, a Chicano
historian and part of the Project
on Youth and Non-Military
Opportunities, a California-
based group of veterans and
activists that tries to counter the
Influence of recruiters in public
schools.

“I think there’s a danger to
think, ‘Oh, Latinos want this,’
said Mariscal, who heads the
Chicano studies program at
University of California, San
Diego.

“That’s a complete misreading

of the social conditions that lead
people there, the educational
shortfalls that track people into
those jobs,” Mariscal said.
Experts debate why many His-
panics enlist:

eMilitary recruiting is highly
effective in the nation’s poorest
schools, where Latinos often
make up a majority of students;
» The Marines have cemented
a reputation as the toughest of
the toughest, appealing to those
who want to prove their mettle;
*The military appeals to a
patriotic sense of duty among
Latinos;

e Recent immigrants want to
show they are grateful for being
In America, or they are drawn
by a U.S. policy that allows
troops who serve during war-
time to apply for citizenship.
Social class and educational as-
pirations are the most powerful
predictors of whether Hispan-
ics will enlist, a 2000 survey
of young Hispanics prepared
for the Department of Defense
found.

“It’s really a class issue, then
an ethnicity or race issue,”
Mariscal said.

In general, Hispanics are sig-
nificantly less likely to com-
plete high school than whites.
In 2002, only 57 percent of
Latinos older than 25 had com-
pleted high school, compared
with more than 88 percent of
whites and 78 percent of blacks.
About half of enlistment-age
Hispanics are immigrants, and
they tend to have less formal
education than their native-born
counterparts, Gifford’s research
found.

Another theory is that Hispan-
ICS maintain a proud, patriotic
military tradition that spans
generations.

“If history teaches us anything,
It is that the military is consid-
ered a respectable and even an
honorable career for Latinos,”
said Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez,
whose U.S. Latino and Latina
WWII Oral History Project at
the University of Texas has in-
terviewed hundreds of veterans
and their families.

For Latinos who had no aspira-
tions for higher education,
military service in World War
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Il provided job security, a good
job and immediate acceptance
within the family. “How many
high-status jobs can you get
with only a high school diplo-
ma?,” Rivas-Rodriguez asked.
But Mariscal questions the tra-
dition theory, noting that many
of the early deaths in Iraq were
recent immigrants. It’s estimat-
ed that 37,000 noncitizens serve
In the armed forces, one-third of
them Latino.

Of the 56 immigrant U.S. troops
In Iraq who have received
posthumous U.S. citizenship.

31 were from Spanish-speaking
countries, including 18 from
Mexico.

Honoring the flag

Juan Saldana came to Texas
from Mexico in 1900, at age
12. His son Moses remembers
a boyhood trip to the state
Capitol, when his immigrant
father pointed to the U.S. flag
whipping in the wind and said,
“That’s your flag. Honor the
flag.”

Moses, now 73, did so as a
Marine. In tum. two of his sons
- Moses Saldana Jr., 42, and
Mark Saldana, 40 - also joined
the Marines.

“For me, joining was a sense
of pride,” said Mark Saldana
of Manchaca, who served from
1981 to 1989.

Understanding which segments
of society pay the price of war
makes assessing casualty counts
Important, Gifford said.

“If, for example, people from
historically disadvantaged
groups are dying in larger num-
bers than their representation

In society, then we’d say there
Is an unfair burden that’s being
borne and that our national
security decisions are in fact
having unfair effects on dif-
ferent kinds of communities,”
Gifford said.

Concerns about racial equity
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have lingered since the end of
the Vietnam War, when political
scientists and African American
leaders raised the specter of
high African American casual-
ties in subsequent conflicts.
Blacks accounted for 21 percent
of combat deaths in 1965-66,
for instance, even though they
made up only about 12 percent
of the Army and Marines, ac-
cording to Gifford’s research.
Since the end of the draft in
1973, blacks have been over-
represented in the military.

In a nation with tremendous
Income and wealth inequalities,
many Americans “are uncom-
fortable with the idea that indi-
viduals who voluntarily provide
(national security) do so in large
part because they face com-
paratively few vocational and
economic options,” Gifford’s
report found.

Segal, the Maryland researcher,
said today’s military does not
resemble American society as a
whole. The upper working class
and lower middle class bear the
burdens.

“l worry about the fact that the
top strata of our society don’t
send their sons and daugh-

ters into the military, because
they’re the people who decide
when to go to war,” Segal said.

How this study was done

The American-Statesman’s
statistical consultant, Robert
Cushing, collected the official
Department of Defense list of
casualties from the department’s
Web site through February 19.
(The address is: http://web L e
whs.osd.mil/mmid/casualty/ca-
stop.htm.) County populations
were taken from the 2000 cen-
sus. Deaths were compared with
the population between the ages
of 18 and 54. The Department
of Defense does not identify the
race or ethnicity of individual
soldiers. For this study, Hispan-
Ics were determined by sur-
name. Odds that findings of this
study are the result of chance
are less than one in a hundred.
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You should know where the main
water shut-off valve

PrePerfy- You'll need to use that

IS on your

yv: valve if you ever have a major

water emergency like a water line

V break. In fact, every member of your

household should know where the

valve is. And everyone should know

how to close it It's also a good idea to mark the main shut-
off With an easy to locate identification tag.

The plumbing fixtures in your home also have a shut-off
valve to use for minor repairs and emergencies. Show family
members how to operate them and where they are located
on sinks, toilets, water heaters and the washing machine.

To learn more about the Texas Residential Construction
Commission, call 877-651-TRCC or visit www.texasrcccom.
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Valvula de
Cierre de Agua

Es muy importante que usted sepa

donde
principal del

la valvula
agua Y

localizado
cierre de

esta

como saber usar la en caso de una

emergencia, como la quebrada de una
linea de agua. En hecho, todo los miembros de su hogar deb£n
saber donde se encuentra la valvula Y cqmo cerrar la. Tambifn
es una buena idea de marcar la valvula principal con una marca
de identificacion para loclizarlo facilmente.

Los accesorios de plomeria en su hogar tambif£n tienen valvulas de
cierre de agua para utilizar en las reparaciones Y las emergencias
de menor importancia. Demuestre a los miembros de su familia
como funcionan Y donde estan situados en los fregaderos, tazas
de banos, calentadores VY las lavadoras.

Para aprender rrris acerca de la Comisibn de Construccibn Residencial
de Tejas, llame al |- 877-651-TRCC o visite nos en el sitio de web

www.texasrcccom.


http://www.eleditor.com
http://web
http://www.texasrcccom
http://www.texasrcccom

El Editor, week of Jan. 4 thru 10, 2007

Tony Romo I
struggling

Dallas, once the darling of the
NFC, picked the worst time to
fall into a slump. The Cowboys
lost three of their last four and
the division title in the process.
Tony Romo is struggling. All
of the Ipsses came at Texas
Stadium, including Sunday’s
setback against the lowly Lions
Perhaps it’s a good thing, then,
the Cowboys didn’t get a home
playoff game.

This isn’t how Bill Parcells
wanted the Cowboys to enter
what he calls “the tournament.”
After an embarrassing Week
17 loss, the Cowboys have lost
three of their last four and now
visit defending NFC champion
Seattle (Saturday, 8 ET) in the
wild-card playoffs.

They can turn it all around
with a win at fourth-seeded Se-
attle. Maybe the Cowboys will

Venezuela’s
Valero retains
WBA super
featherweight
title

TOKYO -Defending cham-
pion Edwin Valero of Venezuela
defeated Mexican challenger .
Michael Lozada on Wednesday
to retain the WBA super feath-
erweight title.

Valero, making the first
defense of the title he won last
Aug. 5, beat Lozada with a
technical knockout in the first
round of their bout at Ariake
Coliseum.

Valero improved to 21-0,
including 20 knockouts - with
his first 18 bouts finished in the
opening round. Lozada fell to
29-4-2 with 10 knockouts.

In a later bout, Cristian
Mijares of Mexico defeated
Japan’s Katsushige Kawashima
to defend his interim WBC
super flyweight title.

Mijares beat the one-time
super flyweight title holder with
a technical knockout in the 10th
round.

It was Mijares’ second de-
fense of the interim title he won
on Sept. 18 in a split decision
over Kawashima.

Mijares improved to 30-3-

2, with 11 knockouts, while
Kalyashima’s record fell to 30-6
with 20 knockouts.

wake up and get back to run-
ning the football. The Seahawks
haven’t resembled the team
that represented the conference
In Super Bowl XL. They lost
three in a row prior to Sunday’s
win over terrible Tampa Bay.
That isn’t much in the way of
momentum. But the Seahawks
have the talent to reel off a few
wins in a row.

One of the most important
matchups in this game will be
Seattle’s passing attack against
a suspect Dallas secondary.

QB Matt Hasselbeck and the
Seahawks’ receivers must find
some rhythm and take advan-
tage of the Cowboys’ second-
ary. The Seahawks’ offense

has been hindered by injuries
all season. However, it still

has the ability to put up a lot

of points and create matchup
problems on the perimeter with
wide receivers Deion Branch,
Darrell Jackson, Nate Burle-
son, Bobby Engram and D.J.
Hackett. If given time in the
pocket, Hasselbeck can spread
the field with four-wide receiver
sets to create mismatches on the
back end that the Seahawks can
exploit.

Defensively, the Cowboys are
not a big pressure team and usu-
ally rely on their four-man rush
and some zone blitzes in downs
with heavy passing tendencies.
Defensive coordinator Mike
Zimmer must find a way to
slow Seattle, but the Cowboys’
defense Qasn’t been able to stop

anyone lately.
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Tony Romo Thinks a Littl
Too Highly of Himself

Those are the words of Bill
Parcells, not me. A reporter
asked Parcells today if part of
Romo’s recent struggles were
due to inexperience. “No. Over-
confidence,” Parcells replied. It
was not difficult to see this one
coming.

This happens with rookie
quarterbacks. A lot of times, a
young guy will come on, and
start lighting it up immediately.
It seems easy. Defenses don’t
know their tendencies, they
don’t know the best way to play
them, they don’t know how
they react to certain coverages
and blitzes, and it’s the quarter-

back who dictates to the defense

what will happen.

Things snowball. Fans fall
In love with the new guy, they
make lame signs like “ROMO-
mentum,” people start calling

themselves “Romosexuals,”
he’s on every NFL talk show,
he’s linked to a couple of dif-

ferent hot Hollywood bitties,
and he thinks he’s on top of the

Bob Knight won
830 games

LUBBOCK, Texas - Bob
Knight won 880 games doing
things his way. And he sure
celebrated it his way.

Long appreciated for his

strategy and long questioned for
his methods, Knight added the
crowning achievement to his
Hall of Fame career by becom-
Ing the leader in Division |
men’s basketball victories when
Texas Tech beat New Mexico
70-68 on Monday.

Having finally reached the
pinnacle he’s long insisted
didn’t matter, Knight proved
otherwise by soaking in every
moment of the party that
followed —especially the
soundtrack.

“1’ve always thought that if
there’s ever an occasion for a
song to be played on my behalf,
| wanted it to be Frank Sinatra
singing My Way,” said Knight,
whose usually glaring facade
showed hints of cracking during
the outpouring of emotions.

LEGAL

Estos juegos de raspar de la Comision de la Loteria de Texas terminan
el 30 de enero de 2007. Tieoes hasta el 29 de julio de 2007 para canjear
cualquier boleto de estos juegos:

Juego #577 EASY 10 ($1) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.65

Juego #603 SET FOR LIFE ($10) Probabilidades son de 1len 3.47

Juego #637 3 OF A KIND ($5) Probabilidades son de 1en 3.39

Juego #645 CASH TO BOOT ($2) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.83

Juego #650 CASINO CASH ($7) Probabilidades son de 1en 2.92

Juego #656 HARLEY-DAVIDSON®, BUCKS & TRUCKS ($5)

Probabilidades son de 1en 3.66

Juego #664 PAC-MAN™ ($2) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.12

Juego #674 POKER ROYALE ($3) Probabilidades son de Fen 4.32

Juego #676 HOT TEXAS CASH ($5) Probabilidades son de 1en 3.32

Juego #677 PINK PANTHER™ ($2) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.85

Juego #678 $250,000 RICHES ($10) Probabilidades son de 1en 2.78

Juego #679 TEXAS TRIPLER ($1) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.72

Juego #696 CASINO ROYALE ($20) Probabilidades son de 1en 3.03

Juego #698 FIND THE 9°S ($1) Probabilidades son de 1en 4.85

Juego #724 DIAMOND DAZZLER 3X ($5)

Probabilidades son de 1en 3.86

Juego #729 WILD 10°S ($10)
Probabilidades son de 1en 3.14

TEXRS-,
| otterV

Las probabilidades mostradas aqui son probabilidades generales de ganar cualquier premio,
incluyendo los premios iguales al valor del boleto. Los expendedores de la Loteria estan
autorizados para canjear premios de hasta, e incluyendo, S59y. Premios de $600 o mbs tienen
que ser cobrados en persona en un Centro de Reclame de la Loteria o por correo con un
formulario de cobro de la Lotena completado; sin embargo, premios anuales o premios de mbs
de $999,999 tienen que ser cobrados en persona en la oficma central de la Comlisibn de la Loteria
de Texas en Austin. Llama a la Linea de Servicio al Cliente 1-800-37LOTTO o visita la pbgina
de internet de la Loteria en www.txlottery.org para mbs informaclén y la direccibn del Centro
de Reclamo mbs cercano. La Lotena de Texas no es responsable por el robo o la perdida de
boletos, o por boletos extravlados en el correo. Boletos, transacciones, jugadores y ganadores
son sujetos, y jugadores y ganadores estbn de acuerdo con cumplir con todas las leyes que le
corresponden al caso, las reglas de la Comisibn, regulaciones, normas, directives, (nstrucciones,
condiciones, procedimlentos y decisiones finales del director ejecutivo. Un juego de raspar
puede seguir vendibndose aun cuando todos los premios mayores han sido cobrados. Tienes
%ue tener 18 artos de edad o mbs para poder comprar un boleto de la Loteria de Texas. JUEGUE

ESPONSABLEMENTE. La Loteria de Texas apoya a la educacibn en Texas. © 2007 Texas Lottery
Commission. Todos los Derechos Reservados.

“l don’t expect you people
to have agreed with what |’ve
done —and, if I did (care), |
would have asked your opin-
ion. And | have never asked

the opinions of very many.
|’ve simply tried to do what |
think 1s best in the way that |
think you have to do it. I think
|’ve put myself out on a limb
at times, knowingly, simply
because | thought what | was
going to do or say was the best
way to get this kid to be the best
player or the best student.”
Knight has been a college
coach for 41 of his 66 years,
having broken in at Army and
made his mark by winning three
national titles in 29 years at
Indiana. Fired by Indiana after
administrators could no longer
tolerate his behavior, he resur-
faced at this college basketball
outpost in 2001 and has guided
the Red Raiders to unprecedent-
ed heights.

world.
It happens. It’s not a knock
on Romo, it’sjust human nature

tunately, Bill Parcells is willing
to help him with that.

After a while, a guy gets on
film, defenses have time to
experiment with different strate-
gles, and things start to catch
up. Teams develop a “book”
on him. A quarterback starts
to think more, and react less, a
surefire way to get killed (ask
Rex Grossman). That’s where
Tony Romo is right now, as evi-
denced by some of his shoddy
work recently.

And that’s why Parcells has
been so stingy with the compli-
ments. Even if Parcells felt like
Romo was playing spectacu-
larly well, Parcells knows that
he was hearing enough compli-
ments. A little balance was nec-

to get caught up In that. The key  gseary, and perhaps an overhaul

IS to learn to temper it, and for- .
P of the attitude, as well.

Lady Raiders coach starts
off the Big 12 opener

LUBBOCK, Texas -- Kristy Curry opened conference play
against the same road opponent her first three years as coach at
Purdue.

Now in her first year at Texas Tech and faced No. 9 Baylor on
Wednesday, she hoped the same scheduling wouldn’t await her in
the Big 12 but the Lady Raiders got defeated by Baylor on a 54 to
61.

“Ijust hoped I wouldn’t have to have gone to Waco three years in
row,” she said.

That much Curry can’t control, so in her first year as the succes-
sor to Texas Tech legend Marsha Sharp, she’s been trying to get a
handle on the things she can manage. Curry has had her ups and
downs. Best so far she is getting the Lady Raiders back in the Top
25 in November,"marking the team’s first national ranking since
Texas Tech fell out of the Top 25 in 2005 for the first time in 248
weeks.

But no longer ranked, Texas Tech (9-5) has also had its struggles.
The Lady Raiders have often shot poorly, started halves too slowly
and not been as aggressive as Curry would like.

“It’s really gotten us at times,” Curry said. “This is a very nice
group of people and they’re very passive. You can’t be passive.”

Texas Tech’s goal heading into the holidays was to be 10-4 by
Christmas. Losing two of itslast three prevented them from reach-
Ing that mark, including the Lady Raiders’ first loss to SMU since
1989 in their last nonconference game.

Facing Baylor (13-1) on Wednesday, things didn’t figure to get
any easier —though at least Curry will be coaching against a famil-
lar face.

Baylor coach Kim Mulkey and Curry coached together at Louisi-
ana Tech for three years in the late 1990s. Curry went on to Purdue

In 1999, a year before Mulkey was hired at Baylor.

Both have taken their teams deep into the NCAA tournament.
Curry'took the Boilermakers to title game in her first year at Pur-
due, while Mulkey’s Lady Bears (13-1) won the national champi-
onship in 2005.

Midway through her first season, Curry said she doesn’t think
about the pressure of following Sharp, who led the Lady Raiders to
a national title and turned Texas Tech into one of the best teams in
the country.

Instead, she’s trying to turn a team picked to finish seventh in the
Big 12 into a contender, even without the depth and athleticism
Tech enjoyed in previous years.
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BROKAW DOCUMENTS
MIGRANTS STORIES

As picturesque as its
name, surrounded by the
snowy peaks of the Colo-
rado Rockies, Roaring Fork
Valley seems like an un-
likely place for a story
about illegal immigration.

But in recent years, thou-
sands of undocumented
workers from Mexico have
settled iIn this stretch of the
West between Vail and As-
pen, Colo.

A new NBC special, re-
ported by veteran anchor
Tom Brokaw, finds in this
community a textbook ex-
ample ofone of the nation's
most divisive domestic
guestions: Is the influx of
illegal immigrants a burden
or a blessing?

To one local business-
woman and mother, it's
both.

The woman - who 1Is
white, like almost the entire
population of the valley
until a few years ago - sends
her young kids to a public
school that is now 80 per-
cent Hispanic. With the bur-
den of teaching English to
new Immigrants added to

Anglo workers, according
to Gould, don't want to dig
ditches, even at a starting
rate of $14 an hour plus
benefits. The Mexicans
"work their butts off," he
says - and they stick around.

One Anglo who starts
work for Gould at the be-
ginning of the program sim-
ply stops showing up for
work after just a few days.
A young immigrant named
Trino starts the same day
and, after a few months, has
done so well that Gould
promotes him to bulldozer
operator.

Trino lives with 17 mem-
bers of his extended family
In a four-bedroom house
that overflows with adults,
children and dogs. He
doesn't have to be pressed
very hard by Brokaw to ad-
mit sheepishly that, yes, he
faked his immigration pa-
pers.

He takes home about $600
a week and sends nearly
half, he estimates, to fam-
Ily members in Mexico. He
dreams of returning there
before too long and starting

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

MARIO LOPEZ TO HOST
MISS AMERICA PAGEANT

Mario Lopez will host this year's Miss America pageant in Las Vegas, event orga-
nizers said Wednesday.

"I’'m honored. | think it's going to be great,” Lopez told The Associated Press from
Los Angeles prior to the announcement by Country Music Television Inc.'s officials
In Nashville, Tenn. The pageant will air Jan. 29 from the Aladdin Resort & Casino on
the Las Vegas Strip.

Having proved he can dance on ABC's "Dancing With
the Stars,” the 33-year-old actor (*'Saved by the Bell™)
said he didn't plan to sing the pageant's ""There She Is,
Miss America™ theme made famous by longtime Miss
America host Bert Parks.

"I really don't sing,” Lopez said. "'l like to sing, but I
don't sing well."

Lopez replaces James Denton, a star from ABC's
"Desperate Housewives," who hosted last year's 85th
annual pageant in Las Vegas.

A recorded version of Parks singing the anthem
played as Miss OKkla-
homa Jennifer Berry *
was crowned at last

year's pageant, held for the first time outside Atlantic
City, N.J.

Sarah Brock, CMT executive producer and vice
president, said show' producers were excited about
Lopez's popularity, previous pageant hosting experi-
ence and ""undeniable charm.” Terms of his one-year
deal weren't made public.

Lopez recalled hosting other pageants including a
Miss Teen USA pageant in 2003 in Palm Springs,

Calif. He attributed recent scandals involving beauty
gueens in other pageants to mistakes by a select few
contestants.

He also downplayed reports that he was linked
romantically with his "Dancing With the Stars"
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GAEL GARCIA
EMBRACES
MEXICAN ROOTS

"Babel"™ actor Gael
Garcia Bernal embraces
his Mexican identity, say-

Ing it has a liberating ef-
fect on his expanding ca-
reer.

"l feel completely free to
be whatever." he told the
Los Angeles Times. "Ac-
tually, if 1 was an actor
from the United States, it
would be incredibly hard,
because | would be pi-
geonholed immediately."

Garcia Bcmal, 28, said In
Mexico any perceived
faux pas by acelebrity can



