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Flores Found in Violation of Ethics Election Code
By Abel Cruz

Democratic candidate for Precinct 
3 County Commissioner, Gilbert 
Flores has been found in violation 
of allegations brought against him 
by current Commissioner Ysidro 
Gutierrez.

In Feb- 
r u a r y ,
G u t i e r -  
rez filed a 
com plaint 
with the 
Texas Eth
ics Com
m i s s i o n ;  
the Com- 
m i s s i o n  
n o t i f i e d  
Flores of

its findings 
and resolu
tion on July 
18 of this 
year.

News of 
the ethic 
c o m m i s - 
sion’s ruling 
brought im

mediate response from not only 
present commissionerer Gutierrez 
but from Flores’ republican op
ponent in the November election 
Frank Gutierrez.

In a statement issued by Gutierrez 
expected to be released to the pub
lic on Friday, the Commissioner 
said that “Gilbert Rores knowingly 
and blatantly violated the law,”
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said Gutierrez, “he misrepresented 
himself as the incumbent in the 
primary election.” Flores claimed 
that Susan Barrick, the Chair of 
the Lubbock County Democratic 
Party, lied when she “advised that 
the signs did not comply with the 
law.” “The evidence indicates it 
was Flores who lied,” added Com
missioner Gutierrez

At issue was whether Flores had 
violated what the commission re
ferred to as section 255.006 of the 
Election Code; a law administered 
and enforced by the commission.

The complaint filed by Gutiemez 
stemmed from Flores’ use of cam-
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They Owe How Much?

Peihaps Chief Financial Officer for tfie city Jeff Yates left at just the right time? Or perhaps 
this is one of the reasons he left.

It tums out the management company in contract with the city to operate Meadowbrodc 
GoBTCourse is behind in rent money; to the tune of $9) thousand dollars.

Evergreen Golf Luviiied tire company which contra*.is with the city to nuuiage 
okI wm the golf course. Council members were caught by surprise and now it should faU to 
City manager Dumbauld to see how she can explain this one.

One council monber found out by watching a local newscast. Councilman Jim Gilbreath 
told a local TV station that he found out about it by watching a local newscast. And he wasn’t 
the only one; jccording to local media; at least 3 council members and the Mayen" wete un
aware of the back tent owed the city.

How’s that 1'ot communication?
Email: elediior@sbcgIobaLnet

USD Phones Home
This past Tuesday, the Lubbock Independent School District tested a new phone system 

which will be used to notify parents when there is a school closure due to weather or any other 
emergency of some kind.

Tbe calls wctc placed electronically by the school system on Tliesday in a test run.
According to the district “the new Parent Notification System will be in effect for the 2008- 

2009 school year. In a matter of minutes, the district will be able to send a recorded n^ssage to 
the home and parent cell numbers of the 28,000 USD students.

The first test call was also used to check for incorred phone numbers.
USD officials plan to use ftie system at both the district and campus levels as a complement 

to existing cwnmunication methods. District wide messages such as weather delays and emer
gency communicati(HK will be only one part of die system. Calls to parents when a student has 
an unexcused absence from school reminder calls about open house and other school events 

also be an ojxion at the campus level.
The system will select messĵ es in eitho- English or Spanish, based on the Reference of 

the family. Informatirm provided by parents on the student enrollment form is tlw basis of the 
call system.
Email: eleditor<§sbcglobaljiet

Our Lady of Grace Jamaica This Sunday
One of the regions largest Jamaicas will be held on Sunday August 24 on the grounds of Our 

Lady of Grace Catholic Church.
The even will begin at about 11:00 AM and will run through 8PM. The feaOined music 

attraction this year is sure to generate excitement among festival goers. Tejaiio musician Gary 
Hdibs will be taking the stage during the afternoon.

The raffle this year will include a $10,000 Grand Prize along with a second prize of $5,000. 
Third to seventh place prizes are $ 1,000 each. Raffle tickets are $5 each and may be purchased 
the day of the Jamaica.

And of course, food booths with a variety of foods will be available with a variety of foods 
including briskel and hamburgers.

Our Lady of Grace is located in the 3100 block of Erskine Street in the Arnett Benson Neigh
borhood. Everyone is invited to attend.
Email; eleditor@sbcglobal.net

Latest Poll Shows Obama Trailing McCain
If polk are ariy indication of who will win an election: then Presidential Candidate Barack 

Obama may be in some hot water.
The latest poll conducted by Reuters/Zogby shows that Republican John McCain is leading 

Barack Obarna by 5 percentage points. The poll shows that McCain has damaged Obama’s 
credibility on the issiK of die economy and foreign policy.

But then again, in politics especially, polls change like the weather.
One factor which is sure to affect voter’s positions is the selection of each candidate’s Vice 

Presidential nmning mate, Ckama is expected to anncHince his decision this Saturday the 23 in 
his home state of Illinois.

Speculation has Delaware Senator and formCT presidential candidate Joe Biden as a front 
runner along with Indiana Senator Evan Bayh. Also being mentioned as a possible running 
male is Virginia’s Governor Tim Kaine. If Kaine is selected it will show that Democrats will 
make a serious run at winning the state of Virginia since that slate usually goes to the Republi
cans. But Kaine does not have the same national name recognition as Biden ch" even Bayh.

And still in the mix is Senator Hillary Clinton; whose many supporters are still unhappy with 
her defeat in the residential primary. But Clinton remains a long shot and is not expected to be 
selected. Supporters will place her name in nomination for President during the convention in 
a show of suĵ XHt even though tk  nomination has already gone to Obama.

Obama is expected to irake the announcement just 4 days befOTe making his acceptance 
speech at the DemaTatic National Convention which will be held in Denva

Cfcama’s speech is scheduled for Wednesday night and will be held al INVESCO Field; 
home to the Denver Broncos football team and Colorado Rockies baseball teams. The venue 
was changed to accommodate the expaled large number of people besides convention at
tendees which will crowd in to hear Obama’s historical acceptance speech. The stadium holds 
75,000 people but is an outdoor stadium which could pose some problems.
Email: eleditor@ sbcglobal.net___________________________________

paign signs which was found to 
have violated the way a candidate 
can represent their candidacy.

In this case; signs used by Flores 
violated the section of the law cited 
by the commission. The use of the 
word “Re-elect” on some signs im
plied that Flores was the incumbent 
and Flores also failed to include the 
word ‘Tor” in other signs.

In a statement issued exclusively 
to El Editor by candidate Frank 
Gutierrez, he said The manner in 
how Gilbert Flores handled the 
outcome of Commissioner Ysidro 
Gutierrez complaints to the Texas 
Ethics Commission is typical of a 
person who feels that ethical be
havior is to be violated. Mr. Rores 
had the opportunity to bring it to the 
attention of the voters in precinct 
three by issuing a press release ac
knowledging the sanctions and that 
he did violate the ethics involved. 
Additionally he failed to let the 
pubhc know what he learned from 
his mistakes and that he promises to 
comply with the tenets of the Texas 
Ethics Commission and the Code 
of Fair Campaign Practices which 
reads as follows: “There are basic 
principles of decency, honesty, and 
fair play that every candidate and 
political committee in this state has 
a moral obligation to observe and 
uphold, in order that, after vigor
ously contested but fairly conduct
ed campaigns, our citizens may ex

ercise their constitutional rights to a 
free and untrammeled choice and 
the will of the people may be fully 
and clearly expressed on the is
sues.” Mr. Rores in not addressing 
the matter in a timely manner com
mits another ethics violation and 
should be man enough to resign as 
his party’s nominee, lest the Demo
cratic Party feels that it is accept
able to violate the ethics and rules 
involved in election campaigns. 
The sanctions warrant an apology 
and subsequent resignation. That 
would be the ethical thing to do.

Included in the commission’s 
findings were the following deter
minations:

That (Rores) displayed signs at 
a campaign banquet held on Janu
ary 11, 2008 that read “Re-elect Mr. 
Gilbert Rores” . The evidence also 
indicates that (Rores) was advised 
that he signs did not comply with 
the law but that he did not remove 
them.

That (Rores) had several 4x8 po- 
htical signs placed at several loca
tions throughout the precinct that 
read “Re-elect” .

That some of the signs placed by 
(Rores) failed to include the word 
‘Tor” prior to the name of the office 
sought.

That on Febmary 21, 2008 there 
was a sign mounted on a vehicle 
in front o f a polling place in Idalou 
which read in part “Re-elect”,

The commission also addressed 
an old sign which one of R ores’ 
supporters displayed at the Idalou 
polling site. It also noted in the de
terminations that “the respondent 
(Rores) corrected the signs at issue 
by changing them to read “elect” 
and by adding the word “for” be
fore the office sought.

At issues here is the use of the 
word “Re-elect” and ‘for”. By using 
the woid re-elect; Rores was giving 
potential voters the impression that 
he was the incumbent when in fact 
he was not. Although Rores had 
previously held the position; he was 
not running for re-election.

The lack of the word “for” gives 
the impression that the candidate 
presently holds the office and as
sumes the title of the position as 
part of his campaign material.

(Continued on Page 2)

City Attorney Burgess Resigns
Anita Burgess, a 13 year employ

ee of the city O f Lubbock resigned 
on Wednesday to take a similar 
position with the city of Denton, 
Texas.

The city posted the announce
ment and statement from Burgess 
on its website: “It has been a plea
sure to serve the City of Lubbock 
for the past 13 years, and I wish 
the very best for the City and each
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and every citizen. I am also grateful 
to the many elected officials with 
whom I have worked,” said Bur
gess. “I am delighted for the oppor
tunity to serve as the City Attorney 
in Denton, a vibrant community 
with a bright future, and I hope to 
make a significant contribution to 
its growth and continued success.” 

Immediately after Burgess’ res

ignation, the city council appointed 
Donald G. Vandiver interim Lub
bock City Attorney. Vandiver is de
scribed as having “a lot o f munici
pal experience” by local attorney 
Charlie Dunn.

But Dunn also added that “the 
city also hires outside attorneys for 
just about everything, so it doesn’t 
matter who gets the job”.

Burgess resignation comes on the 
heels of the resignation of Chief 
Financial Officer Jeff Yates. Yates 
resigned to take the same position 
with the Kansas City Missouri city 
council.

After the new council took effect, 
it had been speculated that at least 
some of the city’s top managers 
would seek employment elsewhere. 
During the past administration; 
Burgess and City Manager Lee Ann 
Dumbauld were seen as two main 
players who always sided with for
mer Mayor David Miller and the 
majority on the council then.

And as Charlie Dunn told El Edi
tor; “you don’t have to do much of 
anything except get along with the 
council and the city manager”.

Dunn speculates that “When they 
put up this job for hire, there will 
be many applicants because it pays 
over $200 ffiousand per year. It is 
a great retirement job for someone 
who doesn’t want the hassle and 
pressure of a private practice law 
firm”.

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net or 
acmztsc@aol.com
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FIESTAS DEL LLANO TO OFFER 
MEXICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE 
SYMPOSIUM

This year’s Fiestas Patrias Celebration will offer the Lubbock commu
nity a free educational symposium on Mexican American Heritage. The 
event will be at the Lubbock Civic O n te r in meeting room 104-105, on 
Friday, September 12, from 9:00

A M until 4:00 P M.
The symposium and its participants will be introduced by Dr. Jim Goss, 

Professor of Anthropology, Emeritus and past Director of Museums at 
Texas Tech University. It has been designed as an introduction to the 
Mexican American Legacy for a general audience.

Beginning at 9:15 A M, Christy Martinez, Editor of Latino Lubbock 
Magazine will speak on Pride in Mexican American Heritage, and Mexi
can American Empowerment. Dr. Cjoss will speak on Pride in the 
Native American Component of being of Mexican American Heritage. 
Daniel Sanchez, o f the Southwest Collection at Texas Tech University 
will speak on the importance of preserving Oral and Family histories, and 
the ways that the Southwest Collection can serve the community. The 
last speakers of the morning will be Vi Zeek and Pam C?asto of the South 
Plains Genealogical Society who will discuss the importance of collect
ing the Genealogies of Lubbock’s Mexican American Families, and how 
to get started.

At Lunch time the Fiestas Patrias (Celebration will be open 11:00 until 
2:00 with no gate fee. All o f the food vendors will be open and the Of
ficial Ribbon Cutting will open the

Fiestas Patrias Celebration at 1:00 P M.
After lunch the symposium will resume in meeting room 104-105 of 

the Civic Center at 2:00 with Dr. Miguel Levario of the Department of 
History at Texas Tech University, who will speak on problems of the Bor
der, the Fence, and the Separation from our relatives and fiiends.

At 3:00 Dr. Joseph Sanchez, a distinguished visitor from New Mexico 
will honor us with a presentation entitled: 450 'YEARS OF HISPANIC 
HISTORY ON THE LLANO ESTACADO. Dr. Sanchez is Director of 
the Spanish Colonial Research Center at the University of New Mexico 
and Superintendent of Petroglyph National Monument with the National 
Paik Service.

At 5:00 the Fiestas Patrias Celebration continues with food, music and 
entertainment.

The Celebration continues though Saturday and Sunday, with the Miss 
Hispanic Lubbock Pageant Friday evening, the Parade on Saturday morn
ing, a celebration of the 30 year anniversary of the single member district 
system of electing city officials on Saturday afternoon, and The Grito de 
Dolores on Monday evening, September 14, at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church. Fiestas Patrias is a city-wide Lubbock Clelebration, at the Civic 
Center. Everyone is invited.
Contact: Dr. Jim Goss email: mariarivas2@suddeniinlcnet

Barack Obama’s Plan to Gain 
Crucial Hispanic Vote

Cuauhtemoc ‘Tem o” Figueroa 
has worked on many political cam
paigns during his career but his 
role for the Obama campaign is his 
most prominent. As the Latino Vote 
Director for the Democratic presi
dential candidate, his job is con
vincing Latino voters that Obama 
is the right man for the job.

His background includes that 
o f staffer to the late Congressman 
Geoige Brown, who during his 
time was the dean of the California 
delegation, serving as policy com
munications director for the League 
of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC), and most recently, assis
tant pohtical director for AFSCME, 
a public union representing govern
ment workers.

On a Sunday afternoon from cam
paign offices in Chicago, Figueroa 
discussed with Jonathan Higuera, 
former editor of Hispanic Link 
Weekly Report, Obama’s strategy 
to gamer the Latino vote.

Q: How do Latinos fit into 
Obama's strategy to win the presi
dency?

A: The way we believe can win 
this race is by doing a few things.
One is to expand the playing field.
The last few cycles, the way it has 
worked is the Democrats go to bed 
at night praying they will get Rorida 
or Ohio to reach 270 electoral votes 
needed to win. We decided to cre
ate new paths to 270. That entails 
playing in a lot of states that have 
gone Republican in the last few 
cycles. We have ads running in 17 
states that have gone Republican in 
the past, some since 1964. We’re in 
states like Virginia, Georgia, Iowa,
North Dakota, Alaska, Colorado,
New Mexico, Nevada, Rorida and 
Ohio.

We also have to expand the voting 
electorate. This campaign is focused 
like a laser beam on voter registra
tion. Historically campaigns have 
relied on other groups to do that but 
now we in the Obama campaign 
are doing that. We believe the result 
will be the largest voter turnout in 
history.

That’s the mega picture. So where 
do Latinos fit? In the battleground 
of battleground states -  New Mex
ico, Nevada, Colorado and Rorida 
-  they all have a high percentage of 
Latinos that vote. Those elections 
have been incredibly close histori

cally. If we increase the amount of 
Latinos voting, it could make a dif
ference.

Q: What is the on-the-ground 
strategy fo r registering more Latino 
voters?

A: When it comes to voter regis
tration, there are no secret weapons. 
It takes lots o f volunteers, lots of 
staff and people willing to go door 
to door. We have a large number of 
people willing to give of their time 
to get this man elected. Five months 
ago, we put out a caU on the Inter
net for volunteers. We didn’t know 
what we’d get. Over 10,000 people 
applied. We picked 3,600 that we 
sent to 17 states.

Q: What will be the messages 
your candidate will use to appeal to 
Latino voters?

A: With a few exceptions, it’s not 
very different than the messages 
for all voters. The economy, jobs, 
how to pay for health insurance. In 
some cases, these issues are more 
pronounced among Latinos. When 
there’s a mortgage crisis, who suf
fers the most? There were a lot of 
shysters preying on Hisparric com- 
murrities. That’s a huge issue.

Then, there are issues of particular 
importance to Latinos, especially in 
the Southwest, like comprehensive 
immigration reform. People want 
to know what’s going to be done. 
We’re hearing lots of rhetoric, hy
perbole from both sides on that 
issue but nothing is being done. 
Obama has said in firont of Latino 
audiences and white audiences that 
will he fight for comprehensive im
migration reform in his first year as 
president. He talks about border se
curity first and foremost and no one 
will jump to the front of the line. 
He’s adchiessing that issue.

Also the Iraq war resonates higher 
among Latinos than with most 
other communities. We’ll say let’s 
put an end to this war and bring our 
people home.

Q: The campaign recently an
nounced it is devoting $20 million 
focused on the Latino electorate. 
How and where will this funding be 
spent?

A: A majority will be used on gen
eral market tV  and radio in both 
English and Spanish. But it will 
also be spent on campaign literature 
in Spanish and bilingual,

(Continued on page 2),
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Flores Fined by Ethics Commission
from Frant Page

The Forgotten People of the Gulf Coast
It has been alm ost 3 years since w e w itnessed the devastation 

caused  by M other N ature in the form  o f  H urricane K atrina and 
the destruction it w rought on the fam ilies and residents o f  the gu lf 
coast; and in particu lar N ew  O rleans.

W e also  w itnessed the inept response by the B ush adm inistration 
and FEM A .

T hree years later; it is hard  to  tell ju s t how  m uch progress has 
been m ade in the area. A ccording to  som e reports over $ 100 billion 
in tax dollars have been poured  in to  the area from  N ew  O rleans to 
M ississippi and A labam a.

B ut the m oney spent is not a  good indication that all is w ell. A s in 
a  lo t o f  these cases; the m oney has gone to  unscm pulous contrac
tors and those w ho are adept at gain ing access to  the m oney.

H ousing fo r residents from  a  low er socio econom ic group is still 
inadequate. T housands o f  fo rm er residents still have not returned 
to  the area and in particu lar N ew  O rleans.

U p until ju s t recently  thousands o f  people w ere still hving in trail
ers along the M ississippi G u lf C oast; som e contracting  illnesses 
and disease brought on by “unhealthy levels o f  form aldehyde in 
the trailers” according to  a  report in T he N ew  York Tim es.

O n W ednesday P resident B ush addressed a convention o f Veter
ans o f  Foreign W ars to  praise the federal governm ent’s m onetary 
contributions to  the area; m eaning our tax dollars.

B ut as usual his w ords w ill ring  hollow  to  the poor and the voice
less; the ones w ho are still struggling to  repair their lives; the ones 
w ho lost everything and w ho the governm ent has forgotten about.

W ords w ere not sufficient 3 years ago and today they are even 
m ore inadequate from  a  P resident w ho leaves office in a few  
m onths and w hose failure to  lead  and respond in a tim e o f  national 
crisis w ill rem ain part o f  the legacy o f  his failed  presidency.

U SD  Should be More 
Forthcoming with Pubhc

N ext w eek, the PE W  H ispanic C enter is expected  to  release a 
report w hich w ill reveal that “the num ber o f H ispanic students in 
the nation ’s public schools nearly doubled from  1990 to  2006” .

A ccording to  the center, the report “docum ents the grow th o f  
H ispanic public school students over the past tw o decades” .

W e are sure the report w ill reveal som e im portant inform ation 
and since w e all have a  vested interest in ou r ch ild ren ’s education, 
w e w ill bring you the results w hen the report is m ade public.

In the m eantim e; w e continue to  try  and bring som e attention to 
the problem s w hich seem  to  ex ist in ou r ow n school system  but 
seem  to  be have been d ism issed  by local adm inistrators.

W e refer o f  course to  the latest school ratings w hich found that 
h a lf o f  ou r h igh schools w ere rated  as “academ ically  unaccep tab le’ 
by  the Texas E ducation Agency.

A s w e go in to  a new  school year; w e have seen no  assurances 
from  Superintendent W ayne H avens that the problem s at these tw o 
schools and o ther w hich m ight be hanging on to  their acceptable 
ratings by a  thread w ill be addressed and in a  w ay in w hich the 
public know s w hat is being done to  correct the problem s.

T he education o f  ou r youth is a  basic com m unity  obligation. A s a 
com m unity  w e are asked to  provide the financial resources to  help 
operate and m aintain the schools.

B ut it is ultim ately  the school adm inistration w hich is responsible 
fo r providing the kinds o f  results the com m unity  expects. F o r bet
te r o f  fo r w orse the ratings are a  d irect reflection o f  how  w ell o r 
how  badly  the system  as a  w hole is operating.

It is no t only  a  teacher problem  o r a  tw o school problem  but rather 
an adm inistration problem . A nd the results do not reflect positively 
on school adm inistrators; beginning w ith Superintendent W ayne 
H avens.

It is after all the adm inistration and in particu lar Superintendent 
H avens w ho is charged w ith m aking sure ou r children receive an 
acceptable education in the very le a s t

It has been roughly 4  years since Superintendent H avens w as 
hired by  the board.

In our view , there are som e serious issues not being addressed. 
It is tim e M r. H avens w as held  accountable fo r this y ea r’s dism al
perform ance in the tw o high schools.

Editorials are strictly the opinion o f El Editor's editorial board and do 
not represent the views o f El Editor's advertisers or anyone else associ-

In its findings; the commission 
concluded that “A person commits 
an offense if the person knowingly 
represents in a campaign communi
cation that a candidate holds a pub
lic office that the candidate does not 
hold at the time the representation 
is made”.

(Continued on Page 2)
It also concluded that: “A person 

represents that a candidate holds a 
public office that the candidate does 
not hold if the candidate does not 
hold the office that the candidate 
seeks and the political advertising 
or campaign communication states 
that the public office sought but 
does not include the word “for” (in 
a certain type size) for the name of 
the office to clarify that the candi
date does not hold that office”.

In the final resolution sent to 
Flores by the commission; Flores 
agrees to 3 major points in order 
to resolve the issue. The resolution 
states that “the respondent neither 
admits nor denies the facts” of the 
commissions findings; that the re
spondent “consents” to the com
mission’s order and “waives any 
right to further proceedings in this 
matter”; and that Flores acknowl
edges that “a person commits an 
offense” if a candidate knowingly 
misrepresents his status in cam
paign communications.

And finally the commission 
imposed a $20K) dollar “civil pen
alty” on Flores stating that: After 
considering the seriousness of the 
violations described...including the 
nature, circumstances and conse
quences of the violations and after 
considering the sanction necessary 
to deter future violations, the com
mission imposes a $2(X) dollar civil 
penalty.

Commissioner Gutierrez added in 
his press conference that 1 Release 
the final report from the Texas Eth
ics Commission concerning ethics 
violations by Gilbert Flores and in

a letter to the Texas Ethics Com
mission,

2 Report that Gilbert Flores pro
vided “False Statements” in his 
response to the Texas Ethics Com
mission.

Gilbert Flores, the Democratic 
challenger in the March 2(X)8 pri
mary race for Lubbock County 
Commissioner, Pet 3, was the sub
ject o f a sworn complaint filed by 
Gutierrez, the incumbent. Gutier
rez charged that Mr. Flores violated 
Texas ethics law by displaying 
campaign signs claiming that he 
was the incumbent. Texas law pro
hibits all but the actual office holder 
from claiming to be the incumbent.

After a six month investigation, 
the Texas Ethics Commission 
found seven violations supported 
by credible evidence. Flores paid 
a fine to resolve the complaint, but 
Gutierrez submitted new evidence 
in a letter to the Texas Ethics Com
mission dated August 12,2008, en
titled “Report of Discovery of False 
Statements”.

Commissioner Gutierrez said. 
“Gilbert Flores’ response to item 
in  (7) is “False” and may consti
tute perjury. I am recommending 
that Ae Texas Ethics Commission 
investigate this new charge.”

Gutierrez said, “As a presiding 
member of the Commissioner’s 
Court, it is my duty to protect and 
defend the integrity, dignity, and 
honor of the court”.

Gutierrez ended the press confer
ence saying, “Gilbert Flores’ con
duct is representative of a person 
of questionable character. He is an 
embarrassment to the people of 
Lubbock County and the Lubbock 
County Democratic Party. Gilbert 
Flores would be a stain on the integ
rity, dignity and honor of the coqrt. 
He is unfit to preside as a member 
of the Commissioner’s Court”.

Source: County Commissioner 
Ysidro Gutierrez
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HISPANIC ELDERLY NEED AND DE
SERVE SOCIAL SECURITY PROTECTION

By Janet Murgiua
Hilaria Vallejo was shocked to learn that after 35 years of picking to

matoes in farms across the southern United States, she was not eligible to 
receive Social Security benefits. Bom in southern Texas, the 77-year-old 
was unaware that her employers did not report her wages or withhold 
Social Security taxes. “At the time, we were just happy to be getting 
paid, but we didn’t know what they were doing,” she said. “They took . 
advantage of us.”

With an amputated leg — the result o f a cancerous tumor and an aging 
body — Hilaria cannot work to sustain herself. Denied the Social S ^ u - 
rity benefits she should have earned, she depends on the help she receives 
from her five children to pay her bills and buy groceries. “I’m an Ameri
can citizen,” she said. “I worked many years in this country’s fields.”

As the economy heads toward recession, Hilaria’s financial stability is 
at even greater risk. Most elderly Americans and people with disabilities 
can find at least some relief in Social Security, the federal insurance pro
gram to which workers contribute through mandatory payroll taxes and 
from which they or their family members collect benefits in the event of 
retirement, disability or death. During times of economic hardship. So
cial Security benefits become critical to meeting immediate needs.

Unfortunately, Hilaria’s situation is a reality for many members of our 
most vulnerable communities, people who face economic insecurity be
cause they lack this social insurance. Almost 30 percent of Latinos age 
65 or older do not receive Social Security benefits, con^>ared to only 10 
percent of the general population of this age, and more th ^  half o f elderly 
Latinos rely on Social Security for 90 percent of their income. Without 
Social Security, nearly two-thirds of Latinos over the age of 65 would 
live in poverty.

Low-wage employment, lack of wage reporting, and errors in employ
ment classification are among the factors that contribute to the g ^  in 
Social Security coverage. Workers earning minimum to low wages are 
less likely to be covered, putting them at risk of bearing a heavy financial 
burden after retirement or following a debilitating medical emergency.
In addition, employers like Hilaria’s, who withhold Social Security taxes 
or fail to report wages, rob workers o f these crucial benefits. Many em
ployers also misclassify workers as independent contractors who need to 
file their own.. Unaware that the Social Security tax is not automatically 
withheld from their wages, these employees unknowingly forfeit their 
benefits.

August marks the 73rd anniversary of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
signing of the Social Security Act into law. Many Latino workers have 
not benefited, despite the contributions that they have made to the U.S. 
economy before and after the bill became law. This disparity in coverage 
affects our nation’s economy as a whole. As the Baby Boomers retire, the 
number of working-age adults who contribute to Social Security signifi
cantly decreases. As a younger population and an important growing part 
o f the workforce. Latinos will play a large role in paying for the retire
ment of the Baby Boomers.

Undocumented immigrants, often targeted in the media as “fteeload- 
ers,” also significantly contribute to Social Security. The Social Security 
Administration Chief Actuary estimates that 75 percent of undocumented 
workers, most o f whom will never see any S o c ^  Security benefits, pay 
Social Security taxes. They will contribute as much as $7 billion annukly 
to the Social Security trust fund.

In an effort to inform the discussion on these disparities, the National 
Council of La Raza (NCLR) — the largest national Hispanic civil rights 
and advocacy organization in the United States — has published Ddrries- 
tic Workers Working Hard to Sustain American Families, Compromising 
Their Social Security and The Social Security Program and Reform: A 
Latino Perspective, both available at www.nclr.org. Conducting impor
tant research and releasing publications such as these is just the first step 
in addressing the critical needs of the older members of our community. 
They, like all workers, have made invaluable contributions to our country.
It is our obligation to ensure that their basic needs are m et

(Janet Murgula is president o f the National Council o f La Roza.) 
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online organizing efforts, hiring of 
staff, training programs for grass
roots organizers in Spanish and 
English, developing precinct lead
ers in battleground states and voter 
registration efforts.

What it’s demonstrating is we are 
fighting hard for every vote. We’re 
out to earn Latino votes in battle
ground states. I ’m proud of the 
training programs we have going in 
these states.

Q: How will you win over Hillary 
supporters, many o f whom are still 
harboring resentments that their 
candidate didn't receive the nomi
nation?

A: One of outcomes from having 
long primary contest was the feel
ings that supporters of candidates 
had toward their candidate. It’s ex
pected. People worked years and 
had longtime relationships with the 
Senator firom New York. But I’ve 
also seen the vast majority of her 
supporters, now supporting Barack. 
Among Latinos, Antonio Villarai- 
gosa has been campaigning hard 
for us. Henry Cisneros, Hilda Solis 
and Nydia V e l^ u e z  and Jos6 Ser
rano were big Hillary supporters 
now on board with Barack.

My job has been to reach out to 
each and every one and listen to 
their comments and suggestions. 
They’ve done an amazing job in 
the primary and w e’ve incorporat
ed some of their strategies into our 
campaign. There are pockets (of re
sistance). It’s understandable some 
people are not quite there. But the 
vast majority is. The Senator her
self is campaigning for us in Las 
Vegas and New Mexico.

Q: How are you addressing con
cerns that Obama has never visited 
Mexico or Latin America?

A: After he won the nomination, 
the first trip he took was to Florida 
where he spoke to the Cuban Amer
ican National Foundation. It was a 
comprehensive speech on Latin 
America. He didn’t just talk about

Cuba but all o f Latin America. He 
showed incredible knowledge of 
Latin America. The speech is on 
our web site.

Q: Do you expect him to make a 
visit to any o f those countries prior 
to the election?

A: When you expand the dbi- 
verse as much as we have, there’s 
never enough time. You can raise 
more money but you can’t increase 
tim e...I’d love to have him do a 
lot o f events, go to Latin America. 
I think he would have die same re
ception as we saw in Europe. But 
we can’t plan beyond two weeks. 
Nothing is locked down. It’s a mat
ter o f keeping things fluid, being 
able to respond as needed.

Q: What are you doing to alle
viate concerns that Barack has no 
historical track record in the Latino 
community?

A: Barack has been to a number 
of Latino conventions. H e’s spent 
a lot o f time on Spanish-language 
radio and TV. He’s cultivating re
lationships with evangelical folks, 
deejays. We’re introducing Barack 
to segments of the Latino com
munity in the four battleground 
states. We’ve got more Latino staff 
in those states than any combined 
presidential campaign. We’re train
ing leaders. We’re throwing every
thing and the kitchen sink. I think 
the community likes the attention 
and likes to be courted. We won’t 
take anything for granted.©2008
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Jobless Claims Fall Less Than Expected
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WASHINGTON (AP) - The job 
market showed continued strains 
on Thursday when government 
data said the number o f newly 
laid-off workers filing applica
tions for unemployment benefits 
fell less than expected 
last week.

The Labor Depart
ment reported Thurs
day that applications 
for jobless benefits 
dropped to 450,000, 
down by lOjXX) from 
the previous week. That 
was a smaller decline 
than had been expected 
and left the four-week 
average for claims at 
the highest level in six 
years.

The big jum p in the four-week 
average for claims was attributed 
to a number of factors, including 
a surge in layoffs and increased 
publicity surrounding an exten
sion o f benefits provided by a law 
Congress passed in June.

The four-week average reached 
440,500, up 19.500 fix>m last 
week’s revised average of 
421,000. A year ago, that number 
stood at 315,500.

The number o f people continu
ing to receive unemployment 
benefits jumped 114,000 to 3.4 
million for the week of Aug. 2, the 
most recent period for which that 
information is available.

Wall Street economists had 
expected that number to drop to 
3 3  million.

Higher energy prices and tight

credit markets are squeezing em
ployers, who have cut jobs every 
month this year. The unemploy
ment rate rose to a five-year high 
o f 5.7 percent in July, the govern
ment said earlier this month.

Several large companies an
nounced layoffs earlier this week, 
including Wachovia Corp., the na
tion’s fourth-largest bank. It said 
Monday it will cut 600 additional 
jobs. Ford M otor Co. said it will 
eliminate 300 positions.

The Labor Department also re
ported Thursday consumer prices 
jumped 0.8 percent in July. Large 
increases in food and energy costs 
has inflation running at the fastest 
pace in 17 years.

The combination of a slowing 
economy and rising inflation puts 
the Federal Reserve in a tough 
spot. The Fed can tame higher 
prices by increasing the short
term interest rate it controls, but 
it may be reluctant to do so since 
higher rates can further slow the 
economy.

UJS., Mexican states may 
charge to cross border

U.S. and Mexican states 
are considering charging a 
fee for border crossings to 
raise money for infrastruc
ture improvements that 
would reduce congestion 
at border posts, California 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg
ger said on Friday.

The news came after gov
ernors from the 10 border 
states met with U.S. Depart
ment of Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff 
at the Border Governors 
Conference in Los Angeles.

“Everyone agrees that we 
need to expand the pipe ... 
which means that we can 
get more people across 
quicker, more efficiently,” 
Schwarzenegger told 
reporters at a news confer
ence. “And there is a lack of 
money right now ... maybe 
people pay a certain amount 
to come cross. Let’s assume 
$5. Don’t hold me to that 
but that would then pay the 
bonds so we can develop 
infrastmcture.”

Other options, 
Schwarzenegger said, in
clude charging to use certain 
lanes of traffic at the border.

“All of this has to be 
thought through,” he said, 
referring to such a plan as 
a “public-private partner
ship.”

Such plans will be criti
cal to making all kinds of 
infrastructure improve
ments throughout Califor
nia in the years to come, 
Schwarzenegger said, add
ing that the state would need 
$500 billion of investment 
in infrastmcture in the next 
20 years.

In a joint statement the 
governors called for a 
substantial reduction in wait 
times to cross the border by 
2013, and backed a drive by 
U.S. and Mexican federal 
agencies for funding to hire 
more border inspectors.

They also backed mea
sures to curb crime in the 
borderlands, including hu
man and gun trafficking.
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Noriega Encourages Texas Democrats
Rick Noriega is intent on chang

ing the way Texans are represent
ed, and spent a few hours Friday 
afternoon asking for support from 
local Democrats.

“Faith, hope and pride are 
permanent residents in our state,” 
said Noriega, who is running for 
the Senate against incumbent John 
Comyn. “I believe the best is yet 
to come. But it will take leader
ship that will address the chal
lenges facing our state.”

The candidate, who served as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Texas 
Army National Guard and spent a 
year in Afghanistan after 9/11, is 
critical o f Com yn’s voting record 
and encouraged voters to press for 
change.

“One of the biggest challenges

facing this state on Nov. 4 is the 
need to vote John Comyn out 
of the Senate,” Noriega said.
“We as Texans expect a lot firom 
our senators. We expect them to 
provide vision and leadership to 
reach our potential. Comyn has 
voted against Texas families, and 
we deserve better.”

Noriega discussed many key 
issues with the residents who 
attended his event, held at the 
Museum o f the Americas, which 
Noriega described as “a little 
jew el.”

Noriega also took questions on 
education, energy and the war in 
Iraq.

“We talk a good game,” he 
said, regarding education. “But 
we need to pay teachers like the

professionals they are. 
We need to get out of the 
way and let them teach 
instead of focusing on 
one test a year.”

In closing, Noriega 
encouraged area 
Dem ocrats to do 
everything they could 
to support change, firom 
the local level all the 
way through national 
offices.

“There is nothing 
m ore pow erful than the 
will o f the people o f the 
state o f Texas,” he said. 
“ It’s tim e for som eone 
to be in office who will 
represent that w ill, and 
those people.”

Voto Hispano
P ara  los S enadores M cC ain  

y  O bam a, ju lio  h a  sido  un 
m es de  in tensa  cam pana  en tre  
los vo tan tes 
Ifispanos. A m - 
bos posib les 
cand idatos han  
hecho  presen ta- 
ciones an te las 
asam bleas de 
tres im portan tes 
o rgan izaciones 
h isp an as, 
m ien tras que el 
S enador M c
C ain  h a  v isi- 
tado  C o lom bia  
y  M dxico.
S egun  declarb  
el S enador 
O bam a, ante 
la  con ferencia  
del C onsejo  
N acional de L a 
R aza , la  raz6n  
es po rque “ la  
com unidad  
la tin a  tiene  esta  
e leccibn  en  sus 
m anos.”

E l S enador O bam a tiene 
buenas razones p ara  esperar 
que asi sea  en  nov iem bre, 
po rque los h ispanos trad icio- 
nalm ente  vo tan  p o r e l P artido

D em bcrata . A dem ds, encues- 
tas recien tes revelan  que los 
R epublicanos no  han  recu-

po r c ien to  de h ispanos votaron 
po r cand idatos R epublicanos. 
U na encuesta  G allup  de ju lio

perado  el apoyo  de m ^  de 40  
p o r c ien to  de  h ispanos que vo
taron  po r el P residen le  B ush 
en  2004. E n  las elecciones 
leg isla tivas de  2006 , s61o 30

revelb  que esta  u ltim a c ifra  no 
h a  cam biado , 66  p o r c ien to  de 
h ispanos p refieren  al Senadoy 
O bam a, m ien tras que sblo, 29 
p o r c ien to  e s tin  en  favor del

S enador M cC ain .
N o obstan te , lo  que puede 

ser decisivo  son los resu lta- 
dos en  unos pocos 
estados indecisos, 
tales com o C olo
rad o , N evada y 
N uevo  M dxico y aun 
R o rid a , donde los 
vo tan tes h ispanos 
son num erosos y 
donde el P resi- 
den te  B ush  triunfb  
en  2004. Segiin  el 
S enador O bam a, en 
nov iem bre, estos 
estados s e r ^  los m as 
d ispu tados.

A d ic ionalm en te , 
no  todos los h ispanos 
vo tan , porque m u- 
chos son m enores de 
18 anos y no  todos 
son ciudadanos, 
m ien tras algunos que 
lo  son no  acostum - 
b ran  ir a  las um as.
U n estud io  recien te, 
c itado  en  el W all 
S treet Jo u rn a l, revelb  

que apenas 20 p o r c ien to  de 
lo s  h isp an o s vo tai4n  en  novi- 
em bre,.lo .cual.con trasta  con 
5 2  p o r c ien to  d e  b lancos y. 4Q 
p o r c ien to  de A firoam ericanos.
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PBS Announces Lineup Jennifer Lopez Exclusive B log at Self.com  
for Hispanic Heritage

H ispanic H eritage M onth 
2008 (Septem ber 15-Octo- 
ber 15) is com ing up, and 
PBS is celebrating w ith a 
great lineup o f program s 
that entertain w hile exam in
ing the history, heritage and 
cultural contributions o f H is
panic and Latino A m ericans.

A ll m onth, PBS explores 
the rich and varied styles o f 
Latin m usic. From  Texican 
(LOS LONELY BOYS 
C O TTO N FIELD S AND 
C R O SSR O A D S) to Afro- 
C uban pop (IN D EPEN 
D E N T LEN S “La Lupe: 
( ^ e e n  o f Latin Soul’’) to an 
all-fem ale m ariachi band 
(IN D EPEN D EN T LENS 
“C om paneras”) to traditional 
M exican corrido (IN D E
PEN D EN T LEN S “A1 O tro 
Lado [To The O ther Side]’’), 
the creative talents o f diverse 
m usicians are on display.

PBS w ill also re-broadcast 
several o f its recent nom i
nees for Im agen Awards, 
created to honor excellence 
in Latino entertainm ent, 
including BR O W N  IS TH E 
N EW  G R EEN , A M ER I
C A N  M A STERS “Orozco: 
M an o f F ire’’ and P.O.V. 
“M ade in L A .”

A nd, a special presenta
tion in O ctober, LATINOS 
‘08 , exam ines the election 
through the prism  o f ethnic 
politics.

P B S ’ children’s content 
continues to serve a diverse 
audience w ith series that 
encourage healthy explora
tion o f  cultural differences 
w hile providing opportuni
ties to learn and grow  as 
individuals.

O n the new  season o f SES
A M E STREET, kids can 
follow  M urray, the street’s 
new est friendly resident 
m onster, as he deciphers 
clues from  his little lam b 
friend, O vejita. M urray faces 
a challenge, how ever: all o f 
O vejita’s clues are in  Span

ish! M urray uses visual hints to 
stay hot on O vejita’s trail.

O n the PBS K ID S preschool 
destination. M iss R osa invites 
children to discover new  cul
tures and build language skills 
through Spanish language 
content, w hile PBS K ID S se
ries B ETW EEN  T H E  LIO N S, 
D R A G O N  TALES and JAY 
JAY T H E  JE T  PLA N E insert 
Spanish w ords into their cur
ricula to help English speakers 
learn beginning Spanish. On 
PBS K ID S G O !, MAYA & 
M IG U EL (also a nom inee for 
the Im agen A w ards), continues 
to prom ote the value o f cultural 
diversity w hile supporting 
school-age English language 
learners by com bining English 
and Spanish language in stories 
about M aya, M iguel, their fam 
ily m em bers and their friends.

The follow ing is a list o f 
P B S ’ H ispanic H eritage M onth 
program m ing. Full program  
descriptions, press m aterials 
and photos are available on 
PBS PressR oom  at http://press- 
room  .pbs .org/program s/hispan- 
ic_heritage_m onth_2008.

N e w  P ro g ra m m in g  
-  L O S  L O N E L Y  B O Y S  
C O T T O N F IE L D S  A N D  
C R O S S R O A D S  -  L A 
T IN O S  ‘0 8  -  P .O .V . “ C a - 
la v e ra  H ig h w a y ” E n c o re  
P ro g ra m m in g  — B R O W N  
IS  T H E  N E W  G R E E N : 
G E O R G E  L O P E Z  A N D  
T H E  A M E R IC A N  
D R E A M  -  JU S T IC E  F O R  
M Y  P E O P L E : T H E  D R . 
H E C T O R  P. G A R C IA  
S T O R Y  -  A M E R IC A N  
M A S T E R S  “ O ro zco : M a n  
o f  F ire ”  ~  A M E R IC A N  
M A S T E R S  “ R iv e ra  in  
A m e ric a ”  — IN D E P E N 
D E N T  L E N S  “ L a  L u p e : 
Q u e e n  o f  L a tin  S o u l”  — 
IN D E P E N D E N T  L E N S  
“ C o m p a n e ra s” — IN D E 
P E N D E N T  L E N S  “ W rit 
W rite r” -  P .O .V . “ M a d e  in  
L A .”  -  P .O .V . “ A1 O tio  
L a d o  (T o  th e  O th e r S id e )”

Jennifer Lopez, SELF M aga
zine’s Septem ber cover m odel.

launches an exclusive new  blog

at http://www.self.com / when 
the m agazine hits newsstands

today, M on
day, August 
18. Lopez, 
one o f SELF’S 
reader picks 
for the 10 
M ost Inspir
ing W omen 
o f 2008, will 
raise m oney 
for the Chil
drens Hospital 
Los Angeles 
by com peting 
in her first 
triathlon with 
SELF Editor- 
in-C hief Lucy 
Danziger.

Doing the 
race the same 
year as she 

gave birth to tw ins and as a

Way to support an im portant 
charity com bines several o f 
Lopez’s personal post-baby 
goals. She tells SELF, “The 
babies have actually m ade me 
m ore am bitious. I feel all this 
new found inspiration.”

Lopez’s personal http://w w w . 
self.com / blog features exclu
sive video and photos taken 
during her workout program  
designed by trainer G unnar 
Peterson. In the first entry, learn 
why Lopez is taking on this 
challenge and see her biking 
and running in preparation for 
her big race. In her own words, 
“I ’ve always loved sports. I used 
to be on a track team  in school. 
And that’s probably why I can 
think to m yself now. Yeah, I can 
do this, which is totally crazy! 
The team  was a big part o f my 
life back then and taught m e so 
many things. W hen I look back

on my life and w hat I ’m  able 
to do, it’s partly because o f that 
early training. It taught m e disci 
pline, how to be com m itted, 
about striving to w in, stam ina, 
all that good stuff.”

“N ow I ’ve com e full circle,” 
says L opez in  her Self.com  
blog. “I d o n ’t expect to  w in 
th is race; m y goal is to  finish. 
I ’ll probably end  up craw ling 
across the finish line, bu t I ’ll 
do  it!”

Just 6 m onths after having 
the bab ies, L opez is totally 
toned , w ith sexy m uscles and 
flat, rock-hard  abs. C heck 
back  to  http://w w w .self.com / 
over the next 4  w eeks for 
regu lar updates on L opez’s 
race ram p-up and exclusive 
beliind-the-scenes video and 
photos. C lieer her on as she 
strives to  m ake her tw ins 
proud!

2008 ALMA Awarcis: Focus on Hispanic Vote
Hispanic Heritage Month 

2008 (September 15-Octo- 
ber 15) is coming up, and 
PBS is celebrating with a 
great lineup of programs 
that entertain while examin
ing the history, heritage and 
cultural contributions of 
Hispanic and Latino Ameri
cans.

All month, PBS explores 
the rich and varied styles of 
Latin music. From Texican 
(LOS LONELY BOYS 
COTTONFIELDS AND 
CROSSROADS) to Afro- 
Cuban pop (INDEPEN
DENT LENS “La Lupe: 
Queen of Latin Soul”) to an 
all-female mariachi band 
(INDEPENDENT LENS 
“Companeras”) to tradition
al Mexican corrido (IN
DEPENDENT LENS “A1 
Otro Lado [To The Other 
Side]”), the creative talents 
of diverse musicians are on 
display.

PBS win also re-broadcast 
several of its recent nomi
nees for Imagen Awards,

created to honor excellence 
in Latino entertainment, 
including BROWN IS THE 
NEW GREEN, AMERI
CAN MASTERS “Orozco: 
Man of Fire” and P.O.V. 
“Made in L A .”

And, a special presenta
tion in October, LATINOS 
‘08, examines the election 
through the prism of ethnic 
politics.

PBS’ children’s content 
continues to serve a  diverse 
audience with series that 
encourage healthy explora
tion of cultural deferences 
while providing opportuni
ties to learn and grow as 
individuals.

On the new season of 
SESAME STREET, kids 
can follow Murray, the 
street’s newest friendly 
resident monster, as he 
deciphers clues from his 
little lamb friend, Ovejita. 
Murray faces a challenge, 
however: all of Ovejita’s 
clues are in Spanish! Mur
ray uses visual hints to stay

hot on Ovejita’s trail.
On the PBS KIDS pre

school destination. Miss 
Rosa invites children to 
discover new cultures 
and build language skills 
through Spanish language 
content, while PBS KIDS 
series BETWEEN THE 
LIONS, DRAGON TALES 
and JAY JAY THE JET 
PLANE insert Spanish 
words into their curricula 
to help English speakers 
learn beginning Spanish. (3n 
PBS KIDS GO!, MAYA & 
MIGUEL (also a nominee 
for the Imagen Awards), 
continues to promote the 
value of cultural diversity 
while supporting school-age 
English language learners 
by combining English and 
Spanish language in stories 
about Maya, Miguel, their 
family members and their 
friends.

The following is a hst of 
PBS’ Hispanic Heritage 
Month programming. Full 
program descriptions, press

materials and photos are 
available on PBS Press- 
Room at http://pressroom. 
pbs .org/programs/hispanic_ 
heritage_month_2(X)8.

New Programming 
-  LOS LONELY BOYS 
COTTONFIELDS AND 
CROSSROADS -  LA
TINOS ‘08 ~  P.O.V. “Ca- 
lavera Highway” Encore 
Programming ~  BROWN 
IS THE NEW GREEN: 
GEORGE LOPEZ AND 
THE AMERICAN 
DREAM -  JUSTICE FOR 
MY PEOPLE: THE DR. 
HECTOR P. GARCIA 
STORY -  AMERICAN 
MASTERS “Orozco: Man 
of Fire” -  AMERICAN 
MASTERS “Rivera in 
America” ~  INDEPEN
DENT LENS “La Lupe: 
CJueen of Latin Soul” ~  
INDEPENDENT LENS 
“Companeras” -  INDE
PENDENT LENS “Writ 
Writer” -  P.O.V. “Made in 
L A .” ~  P.O.V. “A  Otro 
Lado (To the Other Side)”
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La Comision de la Loteria de Texas esta comprometida a incluir a las 

Empresas Historicamente Subutilizadas (HUB) en las oportunidades de 

adquisicion. Las companias de duenos minoritarios o mujeres podran calificar 

para ser certificadas como las Empresas Historicamente Subutilizadas (HUB) 
por el Estado de Texas.

■ I

Para mas informacion acerca de la certificacion del estado y las oportunidades de 

adquisicion de la Loteria de Texas, contacte a Joyce Bertolacini, su coordinador HUB al 

(512) 344-5293 o a ]oyce.berto lacin i@ lottery.state.tx.us
■■ j.

.V

Para saber mas acerca del programa HUB del Estado de Texas, visite 

la pagina web de informacion y soporte de los servicios de adquisiciones: 

http://www.window.state.tx.us/procurement/prog/hub/

%

http://press-room
http://press-room
http://www.self.com/
http://www
http://www.self.com/
http://pressroom
mailto:oyce.bertolacini@lottery.state.tx.us
http://www.window.state.tx.us/procurement/prog/hub/
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Henry Cejudo 
Wins Wrestling 

Gold for the
VS.

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com Page 5

W hy not 2012 for ageless Torres?

Henry Cejudo gave the United 
States its first wrestling gold at 
the Beijing Olympics on TUesday 
with a clinical victory over 
Japanese 
Tomo- 
hiroM at- 
sunaga
m men s 
55kg 
freestyle 
wrestling 
here on 
Ihesday.

Cejudo 
who 
finished 
31st 
in last
year’s worid championships, 
became the first American to win 
a m en’s fineestyle wrestling gold 
in 16 years as a son of undocu
mented Mexican immigrants.

He scored with a high crotch 
to back in the first period and a 
big double-leg takedown to seize 
the win.

“This is what I said I was going 
to,” said Cejudo, who is com
ing out of a Mexican-American 
background. “I set my goal and 
trained hard. I just put the pieces 
together, and I really believed in 
myself. I did it.”

“It was a tough match. I just 
wrestled hard,” he added.

Cejudo’s chances were hard to 
judge, partly because he is just 
21, and doesn’t have much inter
national experience. He opened 
the day defeating 2006 world 
champion Radoslav Velikov of 
Bulgaria in the round of 16.

“I ’m a smarter wrestler now,” 
he said. “I’m learning more 
and more about wrestling at the 
worid-class level. I ’m ready to

Russian Mavlet Batirov won 
the 60kg fireestyle gold, to be
come the fourth Russian wres
tling gold medallist in Beijing, 
joining three Greco-Roman  ̂
wrestlers.

“W hen I said in Athens after 
winning that I dedicate my gold 
to my father, my mother joked 
that I have to dedicate my next 
one to her. So I dedicate this gold 
to her,” said Batirov.

“This is my second Olympic 
gold medal. I felt better in the 
60kg here than when I won in 
Athens 2004. It felt easier. The 
competition was over so fast.”

Another Russian Besik Kuduk- 
hov scored with three single-leg 
takedowns to defeat twice, world 
champion Dilshod Mansurov of 
Uzbekistan 2-0.

Besides M atsunaga’s silver,
Japan also got one bronze from 
Kenichi Yumoto in 60kg cat
egory. Yumoto scored fipom the 
clinch and then added two low 
single-leg attacks to defeat Bazar 
Bazaiguruev of Kyrgyzstan 2-0 
in the bronze medal match.

Another 55kg bronze went to 
2006 world champion Radoslav 
Velikov of Bulgaria while Iranian 
Seyedmorad Mohammadi won 
the other 60kg bronze.

Are you interested in 
learning the 

Catholic Faith?
Do you wonder about 

the constant changes in 
the Catholic Church?

T h e  C a th o lic  H o u r  
R a d io  P r o g r a m

Each F riday fro m  
3:00  - 4 :3 0 p .m . 

KRFE ■ 580 AM. Lubbock

Is there a difference 
between the New Mass
and the Latin Mass? 
Do you wander why 

there is a loss of 
respect and the 

reverence in your 
Catholic Church? 

Come see and hear the 
difference at

X om e see and hear the 
difference o f

Corpus Christi Roman 
Catholic Church

1114 30 th  S t., L u b b o ck  
S unday  L atin  M ass 

a t 9 :0 0  am  - 744-6363

BEIJING - A few hours after she 
won two silver medals in a span of 
35 minutes Sunday, Dara Torres 
arrived at the Main Press Center 
to answer a few final questions be
fore fading into the history books.

Except that the first question had 
nothing to do with finality. Given 
that she won three silver medals 
in this, her fifth Olympic CJames, 
why wouldn’t the 41-year-old 
supermom want to try to be a 
45-year-old supermom?

“Please?” Mark Schubert, the 
U.S. national team coach, pleaded 
to her.

“I don’t know,” she said. “I 
really haven’t thought that far in 
advance ... Right now I want to 
just go home and spend some time 
with my daughter. And go from 
there.”

Her daughter will be six in 2012. 
Maybe there will be another kid 
before 2012, another responsibility 
Dara Torres would have to juggle 
should she decide to continue 
a swimming career that began 
during the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles.

Maybe she might try it. Maybe 
not.

“I’m the kind of person,” she 
said later. “ ... One day at a time.”

In a strange way, that m i^ t 
explain her amazing career, which 
has firog-hopped Olympics since 
‘84. Seoul and Barcelona, yes.

Atlanta, no. Sydney, yes, Athens, 
no, Beijing, yes.

To provide some perspective, 
there were 53 automobiles reg
istered in Beijing in 1984. Now 
there are more than three million, 
and 1 jOOO more hitting the streets 
every month. The only televi
sions existed in the homes of 
politicians and dignitaries. Now 
an estimated one billion Chinese 
viewers are tuning in.

You couldn’t log onto the 
Internet. There was no text mes
saging. Ronald Reagan was your 
president. The Sixers had just 
won Philadelphia’s last champi
onship.

Dara Torres won three silver 
medals in Beijing, eclipsing 
her total in all but one of those 
Olympics, tying her with Jenny 
Thompson for most Olympic 
medals by an American female 
swimmer. She was thisclose to 
her fifth gold medal, too, out- 
touched in the 50-meter freestyle 
by the same hundredth of a 
second that propelled Michael 
Phelps into history a day before.

“I filed my nails,” she said. “I 
shouldn’t have filed my nails.” 

Torres admitted she was beat
ing herself up afterward with all 
the what-ifs. That’s one reason 
she might come back. Another is 
that oft-stated axiom of hers: 

“You don’t have to put an age

limit on your dreams,” she said 
again Sunday.

The biggest, though, might be 
the camaraderie she experienced 
with one of the closest U.S. teams 
in history. Two decades older 
than many of her teammates, she 
became both their confidante and 
comic relief during this Olym
pics. The rookie skits performed 
on the eve of these Olympics all 
skewered her age. She admits 
sn ip in g  at a few when their 
youthful energy kept her from her 
needed sleep.

But Sunday, as her team waited 
to perform, Torres loosened them 
all up with her tales of childbirth.

“Somehow giving childbirth 
came up and being in the stir
rups,” she said. “I was trying to 
tell them that after giving child
birth and getting back into shape 
I thought I was stronger and more 
flexible.”

“All I got out of it,” Kara Lynn 
Joyce said, “was that it was really 
painful. A lot more painful than 
the 50 free.

“Dara’s comeback has been 
motivation for me every day in 
the pool,” said Joyce, 22. “And I 
can attribute being here ... where I 
am today, as definitely influenced 
by Dara.”

Torres is the latest inspiration to 
the middle-aged, and perhaps the 
most unlikely. While the average

age of women swimmers has crept 
higher since the last Olympics, 
even 30-year-old swimmers are 
an anomaly.
As she has 
learned 
through 
e-mails, 
letters and 
phone calls,
Torres has 
become an 
inspiration 
to career
balancing 
mommies 
everywhere.

The door 
swings the , 
other way, 
too.

“I ’m very
lucky to have that balance be
tween my swimming and being 
a mother,” she said. “And I got 
that inspiration from working 
moms. I m ean, they have to do 
the same.”

Will it continue? In some man
ner, said Torres, yes. W hether 
that means returning to her less 
strenuous broadcasting career, or 
the world of endless training and 
fingernail margins - well, 2012 is 
a long ways away.

“I was thinking about how the 
whole atmosphere is going to be 
so different,” she said. “It was

just something I really looked 
forward to, hanging out with 
the younger kids and trying to

be like them. It’s going to be dif
ferent now. I’m going to be going 
to PTA meetings and be with the 
moms.”

She said she was looking 
forward to it. “Sort of getting a 
new group of friends,” she said, 
but it sounded hollow and a little 
sad. The new friends will not have 
rookie skits and pressure-filled 
wait rooms and touch finishes. 
And they will seem older. Much 
older.

“I think I ’m always going to be 
young at heart,” she said. “I don’t 
think that’s ever going to change.”

Juan Estrada, father of Olympic boxer, dies
Juan Estrada, a 64-year-old 

garment cutter and former boxer 
who realized the dream of seeing 
his son Shawn become an Olym

pic boxer, died early Sunday at

St. Vincent Medical Center.
Estrada, who was the subject 

o f Tunes stories by sports writer 
Kevin Baxter and columnist

Steve 
Lopez, 
watched 
with 
pride 
about 
a week 
ago 
when 
Shawn, 
23, eas
ily won 
his first 
fight in 
Beijing 
against

an Argentine. Estrada had hoped

to travel to Beijing with his son, 
but his failing 
health kept 
him home in 
Maywood.

Estrada was 
hospitalized 
Thursday 
with wors
ening heart 
and kidney 
problems but 
held out the 
hope o f see
ing his son’s 
second-round 
fight on TV 
in the early 
morning
hours Saturday. He was in grave 
condition, thbugh, and missed

the fight. His wife, Sandy, stood

%

at his bedside and held his hand 
while their son was in the ring.

where he lost his fight, ending his 
Olympic run 

As long ago as January, 
doctors told Estrada that 
he had very little time 
left. But he said he was 
fighting to stay alive so 
he could see his son box, 
even as Shawn said he 
was fighting for his father 
in Beijing.

Juan Estrada’s wife, 
three daughters, two 
sisters and a brother were 
with him when he died.

, On Sunday, as the family 
■ began making ftmeral 

arrangements, Shawn 
Estrada was making ar

rangements to return home from 
Beijing.

T.O . says Cowboys will turn on switch for season
Terrell Owens scoffs at any no

tion that there is reason to worry 
about the Dallas Cowboys after 
losing their first two preseason 
games.

"Well be fine once the season 
starts," Owens said Tuesday. "I 
promise you."

So, no concerns that the first- 
team offense was mostly inef
fective in the second game after 
scoring a touchdown on its only 
possession in the opener, without 
a pass from Tony Romo to T O .?

"I mean you can never really 
get a full or a great assessment 
just by playing a few plays here, a 
quarter," Owens said.

That is expected to change 
Friday night in the third preseason 
game, when coach Wade Phillips 
plans to play his starters into the 
second half against the Houston 
Texans.

Owens has three catches for 20 
yards, all coming within a span of 
five plays on the same drive in the 
second game. And that possession 
netted only 24 yards after being 
bogged down by three penalties.

"Once the preseason is over,
I think it's almost like another 
switch is turned off and another

one is turned on," said Owens, 
who caught a Cowboys-record 
15 TD passes last season. "We 
can't really gauge by how the 
season may go just by the way the 
preseason goes."

They better hope that's true, 
because the Cowboys have had 
two mistake-filled and penalty- 
plagued games against San Diego 
and Denver, not that kind of per
formances anticipated for a team 
with such high expectations.

Despite the disappointing finish 
last season with the home playoff 
loss to the New York Giants, the 
Cowboys did win 13 games and 
were the NFC's top seed.

Dallas has basically the same 
players firom a year ago and is 
considered a legitimate Super 
Bowl contender.

Owens and Romo are among 
seven Pro Bowl players back on 
the Cowboys offense that aver
aged 366 yards while setting nu
merous team passing records and 
scoring the second-most points in 
the NFL (455).

And, don't foiget there were 
also five Dallas defenders and a 
kicker who went to Hawaii.

While Owens expects the Cow

boys to be ready for their Sept. 7 
opener at Cleveland, he's trying 
not to get too far ahead of things.

“O bviously everybody wants 
to win the Super Bow l,” Owens 
said. “M y goal is different. My

m entality in a sense is I want 
to win a Super Bow l, but we 
can’t win a Super Bowl without 
w inning a playoff gam e. So my 
thinking is le t’s win a playoff 
gam e.”

The Cowboys have gone 
11 seasons without w inning a 
playoff gam e, though Owens

believes that m ight have been 
changed last year had he gotten 
m ore chances against the G i
ants.

A fter catching nine passes for 
212 yards with four touchdow ns

(all at 
least 22 
yards) in 
the two 
regular- 
season 
victories 
over New 
York, 
Owens 
caught 
only four 
passes for 
49 yards 
and a 
touch
down in 
the play

off loss - all in the first half.
“If you go back and watch 

that gam e, I felt like I could 
have done m ore,” Owens said.

Owens insists that he was 
capable o f doing m ore despite 
having missed the regular- 
season finale because o f a high 
ankle sprain sustained in the

15th gam e o f the season. He 
had three weeks betw een the 
tim e he got hurt and the playoff 
game.

“I ju st tried to make the best 
o f the opportunities that were 
thrown at m e,” Owens said. “It 
was ju st like when I played in 
the Super Bowl with the Eagles, 
I told the coach if I am on the 
field, treat me as if  I am 100 
percent. I don’t think (the Cow
boys) did that at that tkne.”

Notes: Owner Jerry Jones said 
h e’s not interested in signing 
W R Joe H orn, cut Tuesday 
by A tlanta. The Cowboys are 
w ithout W R M iles Austin 
(sprained right knee) for 4-6 
weeks and waived W R Terry 
Glenn at the start o f c a m p ....
CB Terence Newman (groin) 
said he is “getting stronger” and 
is ready to get back to practice 
after being sidelined for three 
w eeks. Coach Wade Phillips 
has said, w ithout being specific, ’ 
that Newman could practice 
this w e e k .... The Cowboys w i l l , 
practice W ednesday night at 
Texas Stadium , a public event * 
m arking the start o f their final * 
season in the venue. '

NOW HIRING NOW HIRING NOW HIRING
Lubbock’s Pop-Rock Mix 100 is now hiring for a M  tim on-air 
position. We are looking for hard-working, motivated and organized 
individuals, and applicants must have at least 2 years on-air experi
ence in radio. Fill out an application at the Mix 100 Studios, at 57th 
& Avenue Q. or, you can fill out an application online at our website, 
M ixl00.net No phone calls, please. Equal Opportunity Employer.

DIRECTV $19 59/mes 
Gratis por 3 meses -  
HBO, SHOWTIME, 
CineMax, STARZ! 

Sin costo de instalacion. 
Mas de 270 canales, 65 

canales en E^ariol. 
1-800-973-9038

A p ts  F o r  R e n t /  A p ts . D e R e n ta

& 2 Bedrooms for rent dean. Ready, Nice Nei^iboihood, Laundry Room, Fbol
Starting at $395.00 Up. Call 806-793-2214 

& 2 Recamaias de lenta IJmpios, listos, Buaia Voxnedad, Lavandaia, Albeica
Desde $ 395.00. Hable Hoy al 806-793-2214.

5 5 4 0 19th Street - Lubbock, Texas

Full-time landscape maintenance crew needed for 
upscale apartment community. All landscape equip
ment and supplies will be provided. Must have good 
eye for detail. Compensation $8.50 - $14.00/hour. 
Great pay/Insurance Benefits/Auto allowance. Must 
pass drug test and criminal background. Duties in
clude, but are not limited to:

1. Mowing all lawn areas
2. Edging
3. Trimming/pruning
4. Fertilization
5. Planting flowers
6. Weed control

Apply in person at Savannah Oaks Apartments, 5204 
50th S treet, Lubbock , TX .
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iQUE PASA?
LULAC Awards students 
with college scholarships

LULAC Council 263 Scholarship recipients: Lori A m in, April A re
valo, Troy C astilleja, Sandra G arcia, Jennifer G onzales, Elizabeth 
Juarez, Erika Lopez, Christina M artinez, Valerie M artinez, M arizza 
M ontes, Frances M oreno, Lauren Rodriguez and Shem ika Shedd.

Bishop to host September 6 book
signing for history of area’s 

‘first, largest’ church
Copies of the book, “Of This We Are All Witnesses (Acts 

2:32): An Illustrated History of the Diocese of Lubbock’’ 
will be signed by Bishop Rodriguez on Saturday, 
September 6,2008 from 11:00 am. to 1:00 pm.

READ EL EDITOR 
ONLINE

WWW.ELEDITOR.COM
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Free Assistance in Span 
ish for Latino Patients 

With High Hospital Bills
“K B . Forbes, a leading na

tional healthcare advocate and 
Executive D irector o f the Con- 
sejo de Latinos U nidos, a public 
charity that assists and educates 
Latinos and others, announced 
today the launch o f a new, free 
nationw ide assistance program  
in Spanish for Latinos w ith high 
hospital bills.

The key aspect o f the program  
is to negotiate low er hospital 
bills for patients in debt and 
qualify them  for any available 
discounts or charity care. The 
services are ftee. The program  
is fully funded and run by the 
Fairness Foundation, a public 
charity based in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.

“M any Latinos have no idea 
they are being price gouged by 
a  hospital,” said Forbes. “N ow  
there is a free program  in Span
ish to help negotiate reasonable 
balances and paym ent plans.
The anxiety so m any victim s 
o f hospital price gouging face 
is being replaced with real con
cern, real help, real discounts, 
and real solutions for these 
patients.”

A ccording to the Fairness 
Foundation, patients w ho have 
utilized their free services have 
received significant discounts — 
in som e cases 90 percent o ff the 
original balances. In one cited 
case, a hospital patient ended up 
paying $ 6 3 0 0  on a hospital bill 
that w as originally over $66,(XX) 
due to the successful efforts o f 
the Fairness Foundation.

Spanish speaking patients in 
debt w ith a hospital are encour
aged to register on the Internet 
at w w w .ayudagratis.net o r call 
1-800-742-3441.

Last N ovem ber, Forbes was 
nam ed by H ealth Leaders m aga
zine as one o f the top 20 people 
m aking a difference in m aking 
healthcare better in the U nited 
States.
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^Tiene alta presibn, diabetes o fam iliares con problem as 

en los rinones? Necesita hacerse la prueba para la 

enferm edad de los rinones. H able con su doctor, hoy.
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Juegos reales de Las Vegas!
• Goza juegos reales de Las Vegas cerca a casa

• Escoje de 1,000 slots mas Blackjack 
y otros Juegos de mesa
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Tres restaurantes delidosos
• Morningstar Steakhouse

• Winner's Circle Sports Bar and Grille

• Morningstar Buffet

Club de Recompense de Kiowa
• Juega y gana recompenses

• Ganas mas cuando Juegas mas

• Inscribe te gratis!

$30 de Juego Gratis
Te damos $30 dolares de Juego gratis y quien sabe, puedes convertirlo en algo 
GRANDE! Entrega este aviso y por ser miembro nuevo recibe $30 dolares con 
queJugar. Si aun eres miembro, recibe $20 dolares. Simplemente muestra tu 

ID valido con domicilio mas este aviso para recibir esta oferta.

Esta oferta es solamente para residentes del area de Greater West Texas. Personas con mas de 21 anos de edad. 
Una oferta por persona. Oferta termina el 9/31/08. Oferta no es valida jun ta  con otras promociones 
o paquetes de autobus. Kiowa Casino tiene derecho y puede cambiar o cancelar esta promocion en

cualquier momenta. El Editor 082008 La experiencia te espera!
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