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With Tuesday’s presidential Butterworth, the Florida governor said  be, then we have won the election,” Nashville, “We now need to resolve Washington state falling behind Gore Lieberman and I won the popular
election still too close to call. Vice the recount, which was mandatory Bush said, speaking outside the this election in a way that is fair and Wednesday, the vice president has 260 vote,” Gore said, “under our Constitu-
President Al Gore and Gov, George W,  under state law because of the razor- governor’s mansion in Austin, Texas. forthright and fully consistent with electoral votes F0_2_46 for B_u_ﬂh. tion it is the winner of the Elecm:_'al
Bush of Texas deployed their surro- thin margin, would be performed with His press secretary, Karen Hughes, our Constitution and our laws. “_What . Gore, after initially trailing Bush College w}'{n W:l“ b_e the next president.
gates Wednesday to the contested “the utmost diligence and professional-  told reporters that the Texas governor  is at issue is the fundamental fairness  in the popular vote, appeared to be Our Cor} stitution is the whole |
Mate of Mosida fir a i nelal soisnb ol 00" had carried the state by more than’ of the process as a whole because of leadmg_b}_f fewer thaq QB.QUD votes out foundation of our freedom and it must
votes promised by late Thursday Jeb Bush said that he and 1,700 votes. Florida voters cast more what is at stake,” the vice president of 97 million cast nationwide, making  be fnllmwed+ faithfully toward the true
B Butterworth were “firmly committed than 5.7 million ballots. continued. “This matter must be the e}ecnun one of the tlghtest: if not result ordained _b_v the American

Bush’s younger brother, Jeb, whois to protecting the integrity of Florida’s The Florida tally has been resolved expeditiously but deliberately, the tightest, in the country’s history. people with their votes in our respec-

challenged by Gore, who first conceded
the race to Bush early Wednesday and
then retracted his concession as
Bush's evaporated. Thousands of

and without any rush to judgment.” “Despite the fact that Joe tive states.”
Florida has become the key
battleground of the 2000 presidential

election because its 25 electoral votes

election process.”
George W. Bush insisted that the

final count showed that he and his
running mate, Dick Cheney, have

governor of Florida, said he would
recuse himself from serving on the
commission that certifies the recount,
as 1s customary, to avoid any appear-

ance of a conflict of interest. already carried Florida. absentee ballots from overseas also would put either candidate over the N ®
Appearlng at a news conference “If that result is confirmed in an remain to be counted. minimum of 270 electoral votes needed e w S l. l e S

Gore said at a news conference in to attain the White House. With

with the state’s attorney general, Bob automatic recount, as we expect it to
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Comentarios
de Bidal

by Bidal Agiiero
After the election.

First | want to extend my
congratulations to Gilbert
Flores for
winning the
County
Commissioner’s

race this past
Tuesday. I

should also
extend my
congratulations
to Frank Gutierrez for running
a good race. The only suggestion
[ would have to Frank would be
to run democrat next time. The
idea to write this column came
to me after having a beer during
happy hour and one of my
friends asking me if I was going
to apologize. I didn’t really get a
chance to answer him since my
turn to play a pool game came
up. We all realize priorities from
time to time.

My friend left before the game
was over and I didn’t get a
chance to answer his question.
As I sat down to write today’s
column I thought it might be
interesting to share my answers
with my readers since I can
imagine that many have the
same question.

As I stated, I do offer my
congratulations to Gilbert, but
do I really have to apologize? It
really didn’t take very long for
me to come to the conclusion
that no I shouldn’t. I mean
...WHY? I didn’t ever say
anything bad about anyone, I
didn’t curse anybody, I didn’t
call anybody names and I didn’t
even carry a broom around. So
why should I apologize? I won’t.

So, should I tell Gilbert as I
told Pancho, that he ran a good
race?

Now this is something I really
need to think about.

The week that I made my
endorsements, I mentioned a
few reasons why I endorsed
Pancho. Among them and most
prominent is the law
enforcement issue. The fact that
the jail population is
inequitable when considering
population of minorities.

Frank had said that he would
atrive toward jail personnel
have a working knowledge of
Spanish. This should be the
minimal change that should be
advocated by Flores. Other
efforts should include the
investigating of racial profiling
in both the sheriff's and D A’s
office. I would surmise that the
immediate answer for not doing
this is that the Sheriffs and
D.A’s. offices are not within the
Commissioner’s jurisdiction.
Why not? What is the difference
in the commissioners inves-
tigation by way of an audit the
county clerk’s office. A third
effort would be to work toward
establishing a public defender
program for those people unable
to afford a lawyer.

The list is innumerable of
possible solutions for the
inconsistencies that presently
exist at the county level, that if
investigated, improved or simply
changed would allow better
service and access to the public
and especially to the
disenfranchised are abundant.

Gilbert will be our main
representative at the County
level. He will be this for the
next four year. He must realize
that he is a powerful person. He
has said that there is no reason
to make change when things are
working.

Are they really?

Al Gore

Al terminar este period-

ico para ponerlo en la pre- °

nsa, el Vice Presidente
(Gore se encuentra con
mas voto popular que su
contrincante el Gober-

nador George. W. Bush.

Pop. Vote
48,976,148 49
George W. Bush 48,783,510 48

;Quien Sera El Nuevo Presidente?

At Press Time!

% of Vote States

Aun que se habia anun- &} %

ciado que la decision final

de el voto en Florida seria
a las 5 de la tarde. A este

momento - las 3:20 de la
tarde, 5:20 en Florida - to-
davia no hay reporte en el
resultado.

Ultimas noticias dicen
que Bush lleva menos de
450 votos mas que Bush
en la reconta.

Los Republicanos al
momento estan pronosti-
cando que ellos seran vic-

estan diciendo que se ne-
cesita hacer una decision
firma para que los der-
echos civiles de toda la
gente en los Estados Uni-
dos sea complacida.

Solo falta esperar!

por Diego Cevallos

MEXICO, - Ernesto Zedillo
llegé a la Presidencia de México
en 1994 con el lema "bienestar
para la familia". Hoy, al término
de su mandato, la pobreza ha
aumentado y los avances se limi-
tan a las cifras macroeconémicas.

En los dltimos seis afios, la
pobreza creci6é 10 por ciento,
hasta abarcar 75 por ciento de
los 100 millones de habitantes
del pais, y la desigualdad social
se acentué, sefiala el investi-
gador Julio Boltvinik, del presti-
gioso Colegio de México.

En contraste, en el mismo
lapso el pafs aument6 sus expor-
taciones, controlé la inflacién,
fortalecié su moneda, logré re-
servas internacionales récord,
pagé millonarias deudas y llegé a
tasas de crecimiento superiores a
cinco por ciento anual.

Ademés, coseché los aplausos
de los organismos financieros in-
ternacionales, y descarté cual-
quier posibilidad de que se regis-
tre una crisis econémica en el
tramo final de la gestién de Ze-
dillo, segiin las autoridades gu-
bernamentales.

La pregunta clave es, entonc-
es, por qué mejoré la economia,
pero no se abati6 la pobreza.

La crisis de fines de 1994 limi-
t6 los logros en materia social y
obligbé a reanudar el camino, re-
sponden las autoridades, tanto
la oposicién estima que hubo fal-
las en el proyecto "neoliberal”.

Los expertos consideran que
se trata de factores combinados:
el modelo de desarrollo, los re-
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~ At the Deb
Now Waiting

Zedillo Culmina Gestion
Con Mas Pobres

trasos histéricos, la composicién
demogriéfica, la politica y el en-
torno internacional.

El 1 de diciembre, por primera
vez en 71 afios, un presidente
miembro del Partido Revolucio-
nario Institucional (PRI) entre-
gara el poder a un opositor, Vi-
cente Fox, ex directivo de la em-

presa Coca-Cola.
El mandatario electo, cuya

oferta de campaiia fue trabajar

sin descanso para abatir la po-
breza, recibira un pafs que desde
1995 baj6 del peldafio 55 al 563 en
el indice de desarrollo humano
del Programa de las Naciones
Unidas para el Desarrollo
(PNUD).

De los 75 millones de pobres
que hoy existen en México, 54
millones son indigentes, sefial6
Boltvinik, en base a estudios
locales, gubernamentales y pri-
vados, y de organismos interna-
cionales.

Durante la gestiéon de Zedillo
se logré una estabilidad econ6m-
ica que no lleg6é a la poblacién,
seglin el experto, quien investi-
ga la pobreza en México desde
hace 20 afios y asesora a Fox en
el disefio de futuras politicas so-
ciales.

La estabilidad beneficié sélo a
25 por ciento de la poblacién mas
rica, el resto siguié empobrecién-
dose, coincidié en indicar Jo-
nathan Heath, consultor en te-
mas sociales y econémicos.

México es "un pafs marcado
por la desigualdad social y eco-
némica, étnica y de género (...)
los extremos de pobreza y opu-

lencia se observan y contrastan
cotidianamente", reconocié el es-
tatal Consejo Nacional de Pobla-
cién, en su tdltimo informe.

La situacién no es nueva para
México y los organismos interna-
cionales la han sefialado en for-
ma constante en los dltimos 30
afios.

Pero ya en siglo XIX el cro-
nista alemdn Alexander von
Humboldt escribié: "México es el
pais de la desigualdad. Acaso en
ninguna parte la hay més espan-
tosa en la distribucién de las for-
tunas”.

Estadfsticas oficiales indican
que el 55 por ciento del circu-
lante pertenece al 20 por ciento
de las familias, mientras el re-
stante 45 por ciento se distrib-
uye entre el 80 por ciento mas
pobre.

Zedillo sostuvo que sélo la es-
tabilidad econémica lograda en
los dltimos afios garantiza que
en el futuro se acabe con la po-
breza.

México podria resolver el
problema de la pobreza entre
2039 y 2059, siempre que no su-
fra crisis, continiie en crecimien-
to y mantenga sus programas de
asistencia social, vaticiné en
1999 Nora Lusting, jefa de la
unidad asesora sobre Pobreza y
Desigualdad del Banco Intera-
mericano de Desarrollo.

Fox aseguré que durante su
gestién, que terminaré en di-
ciembre del 2006, México dara
un salto de desarrollo de tal
magnitud que abatird gran parte
de la pobreza.
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The Lady in Red

by Michael O. Collazo

Popular Democratic Party’s Sila Calderon became the first
woman to become governor of Puerto Rico Tuesday.

Puerto Rico's Popular Democratic Party also gained the
resident commissioner's seat with the victory of Anibal Acevedo
Vila, who defeated the incumbent Carlos Romero Barcelo, of the
pro-statehood New Progressive Party. Resident commissioner is
Puerto Rico's non-voting member of Congress.

New Progressive Party candidate Carlos Pesquera led all polls
going into the final campaign week. On Monday, hundreds of
thousands in a sea of red and white, the party's official colors,
attended a PDP rally in support of Sila Calderon. By about 8:30
p.m. Tuesday, she was projected the winner, garnering 49
percent of the vote.

Pending corruption charges connecting Pesquera to misused
funds helped give Calderon a late surge. Many analysts also say
pro-independence voters, energized by the issue surrounding
the U.S. Navy presence in Vieques island but concerned about
the Pesquera's statehood party controlling office, helped sway
the election towards Calderon. .

Carlos Pesquera won 46 percent of the vote. Ruben Berrios
Martinez, of the Puerto Rican Independence Party, received the
remaining 5 percent of the vote.

Calderon becomes the second woman in Latin America to hold
her government's highest office. Minerva Moscoso of Panama
has served as president since September of 1999.

Statue of Liberty Used to
Protest Navy in Vieques

Protestors against the presence of the U.S. Navy on Vieques
island, Puerto Rico staged a quite visible protest involving the
Statue of Liberty.

At about 10 a.m. Sunday, five women and six men climbed to
the top of the Statue of Liberty. While some in the group
blocked the top entrance, one of the protestors broke one of
windows located at the statue's crown. Then a protestor was
hoisted out through that window to fly both the Puerto Rican
flag and the flag of Vieques. The protestor also flew a banner
that apparently said "Peace for Vieques."

After two and a half hours, the unidentified protestors were
arrested.

Two-thirds of Viegues island has been occupied by the U.S.
Navy sinee the 1940s. In 1998, David Sanes Rodriguez was killed
when an errant bomb struck the security post where he was
stationed.

Most indications from President Bill Clinton say the residents
of Vieques will vote, possibly this spring, to decide the status of
the U.S. navy's presence on the island municipality.

About 20 years ago, a similar tactic as used Sunday was used
to call for the release of over a dozen so-called Puerto Rican
political prisoners. These prisoners were in jail unjustly, say
supporters, because of their involvement in the Puerto Rico pro-
independence movement. Eleven of these prisoners were
pardoned by President Bill Clinton in 1999.

Republicans cried foul because they thought the release was a
dangerous political ploy to gain votes for Hillary Clinton's New
York Senatorial run. Some analysts consider the Latino vote as
an important component in Clinton's or Republican candidate
Rick Lazio's election victory Tuesday.

Study Recommends Lifting U.S.
Embargo Against Cuba

By Jim Burns, CNSNews.com Senior Staff Writer

The Cato Institute, a Washington-based Libertarian think
tank, Thursday released a study saying that U.S. interests
would be better served if the United States went a few steps
further in lifting its trade embargo against Cuba.

Congress passed legislation last month allowing food and
medicine exports to the communist nation, but since the bill
prohibits Cuba from obtaining U.S. funding to buy U.S. food and
medicine, the Castro government calls the deal a "sham."

Philip Peters, a former State Department official in the
Reagan and Bush administrations did the study for the Cato
Institute. He believes Cuba has collapsed as a U.S. security
threat, and thus Washington should reconsider its economic
embargo..

"U.S. policies designed to bring Fidel Castro down have
backfired. Those policies place him in the world political
limelight, renew his claim to victimhood, reinforce many of his
favorite nationalist arguments, and miss opportunities to
influence Cuba's future by blocking free interaction with
American society,"” Peters writes.

Peters admits socialism persists in Cuba but he argues that
limited change is taking place.

"Some private enterprise has been allowed, and many Cubans
are learning firsthand the advantages of a capitalist system. But
while trade, travel and investment from other countries are
improving Cubans' living standards and exposing them to
capitalism, an end to the U.S. embargo would have the same
effects but on a greater scale because of our nation's size and
proximity," Peters writes.

Peters says American engagement would expand Cuba's
incipient private sector and add to its growth. | |

Peters disagrees with the provisions in the legislation that
would not allow Americans to travel to Cuba, saying such
"sanctions violate the rights of the American people to trade
and travel." He would like to see the U.S. travel embargo on
Cuba lifted.

In another unrelated development, reports out of Cuba
indicate that long-standing, chronic electricity outages appear
to be ending. A Cuban radio station reported, "Cuba’s power-
generating capacity is above national demand, aided by the
modernization of our power plants and the country's energy
conservation program."

A Cuban gﬂl::rergnlllnent spokesman noted the progress but added
that top government officials remain "cautious about the power
supply. The "modernization” does not mean that power cuts
might not take place in some areas because of itechrucal
difficulties and other unexpected developments, according to the
spokesman, \

pﬁast Monday, Cuban Leader Fidel Castro signed a deal with
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez to provide the communist
nation with up to 53,000 barrels per day of crude oil. Cuba will
be paying for it through long-term credits. |

Cuba has been starving for oil since being cut off frnm oil
exports after the former Soviet Union collapsed during the
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The Strange Concept Of

Sta

By Patricia Guadalupe
[ have a solution to the
apathy that has enveloped our
political process here in the
United States. Spend some time
in Puerto Rico during an elec-
toral campaign.
Baseball is called the island's
passion, but politics is its most
earmest hobby. More than 80
percent of the voting population
regularly and enthusiastically
cast ballots.
On a recent trip to the island
where 1 grew up, I relived the
mania that overtakes it every
four years and saw the contrast.
Imagine watching a heavyweight
boxing match. Then imagine
watching a sewing circle cham-
pionship.
You get my drift.
Picture these comments:
.1 was going to watch the

debate last night but I had to
get up early for school. What did
the candidates say? I'm so an-
noyed I couldn't see it."

Or this one: "If I could vote
for president, I'd vote for Gore
because | like what he has to
say about gun control.”

Comments from high students
studying government? Hardly.

They came from the 5-year-old
daughter of an island cousin and
my b-year-old nephew. These
kindergartners are smart, but
not unusual on the politically
. crazed island.

In Puerto Rico, seemingly
every man, woman and child par-

ticipates in politice with a fervor

Mantenerse En Mensayj

Por Patricia Guadalupe

Tengo una solucin para la
apata que ha envuelto el proceso
~ poltico aqu en Estados Unidos.
Pasen un tiempo en Puerto Rico

durante una campaa electoral.
~ La pelota es la pasin de la
isla, pero la poltica es su ms fe-
- roz pasatiempo. Ms del 80% de
registrados salen a votar en la
- isla, entusiasmados por su candi-
dato particular. Durante un re-
~ciente viaje a Puerto Rico, tuve
la oportunidad de revivir la
- mana que agarra la isla cada
. cuatro aos, a diferencia de lo que

pasa aqu. Imagnen ver boxeo de
peso pesado. Comparenlo con un
campeonato de costura. Esa es la
diferencia a que merefiero.

He aqu este comentario:
“Viste el debate anoche? Yo lo
iba a ver, pero tena que levan-
. tarme temprano para ir a la es-
. cuela. Estoy bien molesta que no
lo pude ver".

Y esta: 'Si yo pudiera votar
por presidente, votara por Gore
porque me gusta su postura so-
bre el control de armas’.

Pensarn que son los come-
ntarios de estudiantes de escue-
la superior que siguen las cam-
paas. Pero uno es de la hija de 6
aos de mi prima y otro es de mi
sobrino de igual edad. Aunque
estos alumnos de kinder son in-
teligentes, estos tipos de come-
ntarios an en nios, no son raros
en la isla con tntamana poltica.
En Puerto Rico, virtualmente
cada hombre, mujer y nio partici-
pa en poltica con un fervor jams

unsurpassed anywhere. This
year the candidates for governor
are in a tight race right up to
Nov. 7, just as is happening in
the States. But that's where the
similarities end.

Weeks before the election,
whenever the candidates for
governor debated, drive-in-mov-
le-sized television screens were
set up near downtown San Juan
and across from the TV station
that was airing the debate, and
the party started.

Thousands upon thousands of
politically engaged people, in-
cluding many children, showed
up with the requisite placards
and flags. They also brought the
timbales, claves and other accou-
terments necessary for those in-
stant parties Puerto Ricans are
famous for. There were fireworks
after the debates. Local news-
casts cautioned against driving
around San Juan that day, as
many streets would be closed to
make way for the crowds.

On D-day, the papers pub-
lished a map with parking sug-
gestions. ‘And in the hours lead-
ing up to the debate, the TV
newscasts analyzed the issues
for hours. Afterward, one sta-
tion spent three hours picking
apart the statements and invit-
ing comments from the viewing
public. People jammed the
phone lines, not to complain
that their favorite programming
had been preempted, but to join
in the gabfest.

visto en ningn sitio.

Cada vez que los candidatos
para gobernador debatan, gigan-
tescas pantallas de televisin
fueron colocadas cerca del centro
de San Juan y al cruzar la calle
de la estacin de televisin que pa-
gaba el debate al aire. Y la fiesta
comenzaba. Miles dy miles de per-
sonas entusiasmadas, incluyendo
muchos nios, llegaron con pan-
cartas y banderas. Tambin tra-

jeron timbales, claves y otros in-

strumentos necesarios para ten-
er sus famosas fiestas instant-
neas. Incluso hubo fuegos artifi-
cialee al concluir los debates.

En los das antes del debate,

los noticieros locales advirtieron
contra guar en San Juan ese da,
por la cantidad de calles cerradas
al trnsito para acomodar el gen-
ta. El mismo da del debate, los
peridicos publicaron un mapa con
sugerencias de estacionamiento
para los que iran a ver el debate
en las gigantescas pantallas.

Y al terminar el debate, la co-
bertura de un canal de televisin
incluy tres horas de anlisis
donde invitaban a los televi-
dentes a llamar con sus opin-
iones. Segn me dicen, fueron
tntas las llamadas que por poco
se tumba el sistema, y ninguna
llamada fue para quejarse de la
falta de programacin no relacio-
nada con el debate.

Adems de todo eso, cada can-
didato tena como parte de su
campaa un sinnmero de cam-
iones con altabocinas que recor-

Watching all this, I remem.
bered those heated discussions
on my school bus during elee.
tion years when I was growing
up. We would all huddle in the
middle seats and talk about cap.
didates X, Y and Z, and evep
sing the catchy campaign songs
that each party came out with,

To this day, ]| am convinced
that a "vote for me" to a salsg
tune will get more attention
than the somber ads we see in
the states.

I remember the puzzled looks
from the norteamericano kids
who sat with us on the bus. Qe¢-
casionally, one of them would
come over and get in on the dis-
cussion. I'd like to think that
those who moved back to the
States picked up some of the is-
land's passion in the process.

Too many people in the
States are actually proud that
they are not going to vote; they
say the candidates don't speak
to their issues. But practically,
if people don't vote, why should
the candidates care about them?
It's a vicious cycle.

Recently, The Washington
Post focused on a few of those
nonvoting people, publishing
their names and photos. |
couldn't begin to imagine what
would happen if that kind of ar-
ticle were published on the is-
land.

First, try and find someone
who says he isn't voting. If he
exists, he would be far too em-

ren los vecindarios con anuncios
polticos, y no caben ms pancar-
tas en los postes de luz.

Me estaba fijando en todo
esto y acordndome de esos aos
electorales en mi niez en Puerto
Rico, participando en las discu-
giones en la guagua escolar.
Hablbamos de las plataformas de
cada candidato, e incluso cant-
bamos las canciones de campaa
que cada candidato sacaba gin
fallar. Estoy convencida que un
"vota por m" con salsa agarrara
mayor atencin que los anuncios

aburridos sin msica que abundan
aqu. Me acuerdo de las miradas

confundidas de los americanos

que nos vean hablando en la
guagua.

De vez en cuando uno de el-
los se acercaba para participar
en la tertulia. Me gustara pen-
sar que los que regresaron a Es-
tados Unidos se fueron de la isla
con un mayor inters en el proce-
so poltico. .

Un reciente reportaje en el
Washington Post hablaba de
esta gente que no va a votar,
publicando sus fotos y nombres.
No me imagino que pasara si
publicaran semejante cosa en
Puerto Rico. Primero, traten
que encontrar a una persona
que diga que no va a votar. Si
existe, les aseguro que estaran
muyavergonzados. -

Analistas estadounidenses de
vez en cuando viajan a la isla
para estudiar el fenmeno de la
gran cantidad de gente que

ying On Message

barrassed to say so.

Occasionally, Washington po-
litical analysts travel to Puerto
Rico to study the phenomenon
so they can replicate it. They
end up scratching their heads.
They can't seem to figure it out.

Here, the major party candi-
dates, particularly of late, have
been moving to the
center/right, spending enormous
amounts of time and money tai-
loring their message to the au-
dience du jour. This confuses
and alienates those who care to
pay attention.

What is candidate X really
for?

Major party candidates on
the island seldom veer far from
their positions. The statehood
party, not surprisingly, works to
make Puerto Rico the 51sat state.
The pro-commonwealth party
pretty much wants things to
stay the same. And the indepen-
dence party, well, you see what
I mean.

When voters in Puerto Rico
go to the polls, they know what
they're getting and they kmnow
who they're voting for. Here,
that's the fundamental problem.
They don't.

(Patricia Guadalupe is Capitol
Hill editor of Hispanic Link Weekly
Report and acting national news di-
rector for Pacifica Network News in

Washington, D.C.)

(¢) 2000, Hispanic Link News
Service. Distributed by Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

El Extrao Sindrome De

vota. Tratan de duplicario, sin
xito, en sus estados natales, y
se preguntan cmo es que pasa
all y aqu no.

No se dan cuenta que tienen
la respuesta a sus narices. Aqu
en Estados Unidos, los candida-
tos particularmente hoy en da
giran su poltica al
centro/derecha y gastan enorm-
es cantidades de fondos y tiempo
cambiando sus mensajes segn la
audiencia. Esto ha confundido a
muchos y ha hecho que muchos
se alejen de proceso electoral.
Por otra parte, los candidatos en
la isla mayormente no se han
alejado de sus principales men-
sajes. El partido de la estadidad
trabaja para conseguir que
Puerto Rico sea el estado 61 de
la nacin, partido que aboga por
el Estado Libre Asociado quiere
mayormente mantener el estatus
actual, y el partido independen-
tista, bueno, ya saben a que me
refiero.

Cuando los residentes votan
en Puerto Rico, saben lo que
van a conseguir y saben por
quin y por qu estn votando. Aqu
no. Y ese es el problema funda-

mental.
(Patricia Guadalupe es la corre-

sponsal de asuntos congresionales
para Hispanic Link Weekly Report y
es la directora interina de noticias
para Pacifica Network News en
Washington, D.C.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en el ao
2000. Distribuido por Los Angeles
Times Syndicate

Hispanics Are Sharing & Shaping

A New Centur

By Saul N. Ramirez Jr.

When President Clinton and
Vice President Gore took office
nearly eight years ago, the
country was emerging from a pe-
riod when the future of our
cities was in question. Less
than a decade later, we are see-
ing a markedly different situa-
tion. This administration has
engineered an amazing economic
turnaround, and a significant
number in the Latino communi-
ty have benefited greatly.

The biggest winners in the
new economy have been our
country's cities. They are ex-
periencing a robust renewal, in
large part, because they have
harnessed the power of diversity
and put it to work In October
1999, President Clinton de-
scribed this nation to the U.S.
Hispanic Leadership Conference
as the most diverse in its history
-- and growing increasingly so:

"In a global economy, in a
global society, our diversity can
be a godsend if we make the
most of it, if we enjoy it, if we
honor it, and if we believe that

the common humanity that
unites us 18 more 1mportant
than all the differences among
us."

From our very inception, we
have been a nation of immi-
grants. Yet the demography that
we see now is more multigenera-
tional, multiracial and multieth-
nic. And this diversity is driving
the current economic prosperity.

Between 1980 and 1998, the
population of central city resi-
dents of color rose from 35 per-

cent to 47 percent. In a recent
survey by the U.S. Conference
of Mayors, nine out of 10 cities
responded that immigrants and
non-white residents are partici-
pating actively in their new job
markets. They are becoming in-
volved in their communities as
never before.

Hispanics have provided the
aweat and soul of much of this
revitalization effort. They are
the backbone of an economic
growth that reaches from Wall
Street through the Midwest
into California's Silicon Valley,
helping reverse decades of de-
cline in our cities.

The rollover of a calendar
year allows for a period of reflec-
tion. Today we are not only in a
position to look back at progress
made: we are able to raise the
bar for the century ahead and
set new goals.

Since 1993, the first year of
the Clinton-Gore administra-
tion, 4.6 million city residents
gained employment, a direct re-
sult of the 8.5 percent growth
rate in jobs and the 4.4 percent
growth rate in new businesses.
Between 1998 and 1999, median
income for Latino households
increased by 6.1 percent, from
$28,956 to $30,735, and poverty
rates among Hispanic families
declined from 256 percent to
22.8 percent.
businesses owned by Hispanic

women increased 206 percent
between 1987 and 1996. While

these facts leave me optimistic

about our prospects, the reality

The number of

18 that the light of economic
prosperity has not shone on all.

Our nation 18 experiencing
the highest homeownership
rates in history. Yet homeow-
nership remains unattainable for
many Latinos. The gap between
white non-Hispanic homeowners
(74 percent) and Latino home-
owners (45.6 percent) still re-
mains far too wide.

While the Hispanic communi-
ty has taken tremendous strides
in recent years in making up for
decades of being left behind, our
people are still disproportionate-
ly affected by poverty, unem-
ployment and violence. Thirty
percent of Hispanic youth will
drop out of college after the first
year, compared to only 18 per.
cent of non-Hispanic white
youth. And 30 percent of Hispa-
nic children remain without
health care coverage. Although
shrinking, the gaps still exist.

As the fastest growing ethnic
group in the country, we will
continue to make tremendous

El Editor Newspapers

y Of Cities

strides. But this new place at
the national table brings with it
heightened responsibility. A sin-
gle voice is often unheard, but
together we cannot be ignored.
We need to become even more
involved.

For the last eight years we
have been led by an administra-
tion that looks like America, not
one that simply preaches the il-
lusion of inclusion. President
Clinton and Vice President Gore
have appointed the highest
number of Hispanics and others
drawn from long-underutilized
racial and ethnic pools to their
administration.

Snapshots of local, state and
federal governments are begin-
ning to exhibit our diverse reali-
ty. In our cities, with their new
multicultural energy, the excite-

ment is becoming contagious.
(Sadl N. Ramirez Jr. is Deputy
Secretary of the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development.)
(c) 2000, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate 10/29/00
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By Yadira Ferrer |

Bogota, - Members of the Co-
lombian business community and
a high-level official from the
United States reopened the
debate Thursday on the possibil-
ity of financing the Colombia's
guerrilla groups as a means to
halting the rebels' kidnapping of
civilians for exorbitant ransom
payments.

Phillip Chicola, head of the

US State Department's Office of
Andean Affairs, said his govern-
ment would be willing to sup-
port an international program to
finance the guerrillas if it would
lead to a serious and definitive
peace process, as occurred in
Central America.

Chicola, who ended a two-day
visit to Colombia on Thursday,
said that - until peace agree-
ments are signed - international
financial contributions, similar
to those made in Central Ameri-
ca in ending civil wars there,
could help ensure that leftist
guerrilla groups abandon the
practice of kidnapping as a
gsource of income.

Without knowing what direc-
tion the process is headed, we

Kidnappings

cannot say whether the United
States would support the propo-
sal, said Chicola, but he added
that when there is a clear
agreement on where the process
is going and what the final ob-
jective is, then the answer
would be “yes.”

Colombian security forces re-
ported that rebel groups took in
some 269 million dollars in 1999
from ransom payments, other
types of extortion and drug traf-
ficking activities.

On average, guerrillas, para-
militaries or common criminals
kidnap 700 people each year in
this country.

The United States has
pledged 1.3 billion dollars for the
anti- drug efforts under 'Plan
Colombia,’ President Andrés
Pastrana's strategy to fight the
drug trade and foment develop-
ment. The rebels have charged
that the plan will lead to an es-
calation of the decades-long civil
war.

Business community repre-
sentatives taking part in a Co-
lombian civil society conference

Continued Page lf.
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Fox Pondra Politica

por Diego Cevallos

MEXICO, - La politica exteri-
or del presidente electo de Méxa-
co, Vicente Fox, apuntara al
pragmatismo y al trabajo basado
sobre objetivos. Asi, la diploma-
cia operard al servicio de la
economia y de los buenos nego-
clios.

La idea central de Fox es lo-
grar buenos resultados internos
de los contactos externos, dijo a
IPS Adolfo Aguilar, coordinador
del drea internacional del equipo
de transicién al gobierno que
asumird en diciembre y a quien
los observadores sefialan como
posible futuro canciller.

En el pasado, la diplomacia
estuvo en funcién de ciertos in-
tereses "juridico-politicos”.
Ahora, la politica exterior sera

"detonadora de actividades eco-
némicas”, declaré Aguilar.

La politica exterior del primer
gobierno ajeno al Partido Revo-
lucionario Institucional (PRI)
en 71 afios estard dirigida a
apoyar la construccién de un
proyecto econémico interno vi-
able, que genere empleo y re-
duzca la brecha de ingresos, in-
dicé.

Eso seré lo central, pero tam-
bién se destacard el interés de
sumar a América Latina a los
beneficios y privilegios de la so-
ciedad comercial que Meéxico
mantiene con Estados Unidos,
Europa y otros pafses industri-
alizados, apunté Aguilar.

México es campeén latinoa-
mericano en materia de tratados
de libre comercio, con nueve vi-
gentes y varios en negociacion,
pero también lo es en materia de
inequidad social y la pobreza.

El principal de esos acuerdos,
el Tratado de Libre Comercio de
América del Norte (TLCAN), su-
scripto con Canadd y Estados
Unidos, data de inicios de 1994.
El dltimo y segundo en importa-
cia, es el vigente desde julio con
la Unién Europea.

Gracias a esos tratados, este
pais logré6, en parte, proyectarse
durante la década del 90 como
lider mundial en cuanto a creci-
miento de exportaciones, con un
14,4 por ciento anual, informé
en mayo la Organizacién Mundi-
al de Comercio.

En materia de tratados come-
rciales, el gobierno saliente del
PRI, en el poder desde su fun-
dacién en 1929, deja un legado
importante "y muy valioso, pues
nosotros le vamos a dar un con-
tenido estratégico”, dijo Agui-
lar.

Con Fox, México negociara
nuevos acuerdos pensando que
es parte de sociedades poderosas
a las que pueden sumarse otros
y que deben generar beneficios
internos.

Asf, México le dice al Sur:
"Ya nos hicimos socios del maés
rico de la cuadra. Ahora vengan

Exterior Al Servicio
De La Economia

para que todos compartamos esa
sociedad"”, manifesté.

Desde julio a la fecha, Fox
recorri6 19 paises de América y
Europa y se reunié con 23 jefes
de Estado y de gobierno. En
cada uno de sus viajes propuso
impulsar la -integracién y hacer
buenos negocios.

Horas después de que asuma
la Presidencia, en una ceremo-
nia que sera proporcional a su
importancia histérica, segin
aseguré Aguilar, los contactos
para negociar un acuerdo comer-
cial con el Mercosur serdan ofi-
cializados, igual que el apoyo de
México a un proyecto de desar-
rollo con América Central.

También iniciard un trabajo
de acercamiento con Estados
Unidos, para proponer que se
"monten" sobre el TLCAN todos
los otros acuerdos bilateriales
vigentes sobre migracién, prob-
lemas laborales, ambientales y
otros, con el fin de sellar un
"TLCAN Plus", explicé Aguilar.

Antes, México queria firmar
tratados, pero no sabfa bien para
qué, agregé. Ahora, que este
pais ya estd dentro del mundo
global, el futuro gobierno pre-
tende crear un sistema de agru-
pamientos regionales y potenciar
a México como socio del TLCAN,
de la UE, del Mercosur, expresé
el colaborador de Fox.

Sobre los principios que regir-
an las posiciones diplométicas de
México, Aguilar apunté cinco.

"Los derechos humanos son
un concepto internacional, no
local", y en ese sentido el gob-
ierno de Fox vinculard derechos
humanos con autodetermina-
ci6bn. Por lo tanto, pais que no
tenga lo primero no tendrd lo
segundo y se lo sefialara, advir-
ti16.

El segundo principio indica
que "si no existen derechos poli-
ticos no hay soberanfa". Y "el
combate al narcotrdfico, al cri-
men organizado y al terrorismo
es responsabilidad internacional
y 86lo puede ser exitoso si se
afronta a ese nivel", reza el ter-
cero.

"El ambiente es un tema de
responsabilidad global®, sefiala
el cuarto principio. El quinto
sostiene que "el desarrollo eco-
némico es una responsabilidad
internacional”.

Con esos principios, ideas y
objetivos, México ocupard una
posicién de liderazgo, pero sobre
todo procurard beneficios eco-
némicos internos, enfatizé Agui-
lar.

Con Fox, México serd ademaés
un libro abierto al escrutinio in-
ternacional en materia de am-
biente y de derechos humanos, y
trabajard estrechamente con or-

ganizaciones no gubernamen-

tales para definir posiciones y
politicas en esas materias, con-

cluyé.
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EEUU Prevé Financiar A

por Yadira Ferrer

Santafe De Bogota, 20 oct
(IPS) -- Empresarios colombianos
y un alto funcionario de Estados
Unidos manifesaron hoy su dis-
posicién a concretar un posible
financiamiento a grupos guerril-
leros para frenar los secuestros
extorsivos de civiles.

El jefe de la Oficina de Asun-
tos Andinos del Departamento
de Estado (cancilleria) de Esta-
dos Unidos, Phillip Chicola, dijo
que su gobierno estaria dispues-
to a apoyar un programa inter-
nacional de financiacién para las
guerrillas si se llegara a un pro-
ceso de paz serio y definitivo,
como ocurri6 en América Cen-
tral.

Chicola, quien concluyé este
Jueves una visita de dos dias a
Colombia, dijo que un aporte fi-
nanciero internacional parecido
al efectuado en América Central
aseguraria el abandono por
parte de los guerrilleros de la
practica del secuestro con fines
econémicos hasta la firma de los
acuerdos.

"Sin saber a dénde va el pro-
ceso” no se puede decir si Esta-
dos Unidos apoyaria o no esa
propuesta, pero aseguré que
‘cuando haya un acuerdo claro
de hacia dénde se va y cuél es el
objetivo final, la respuesta es
si", agreg6 el funcionario.

Organismos de seguridad in-
formaron que la subversién reci-
bié en 1999 unos 269 millones de
délares por secuestros, otro tipo
de extorsiones y actividades re-
lacionadas con narcotréfico.

Unas 700 personas son se-
cuestradas en Colombia cada afio
por guerrilleros, paramilitares y
delincuentes comunes.

Estados Unidos aportara
1.300 millones de délares a los
programas de lucha contra el
narcotrdfico del Plan Colombia
propuesto por el presidente An-
drés Pastrana. Los rebeldes con-
sideran que esa ayuda contrib-
uird a una escalada de la guerra.

Los representantes del em-
presariado en una reunién de la
sociedad civil colombiana que
concluyé el miércoles en Costa
Rica propusieron buscar meca-
nisnos para financiar a la guer-
rilla bajo un cese del fuego. Los

secuestros son la principal
fuente de ingresos de los rebeld-

es en la actualidad. '

Los mayores empresarios co-
lombianos dijeron en la capital
de Costa Rica estar dispuestos a
participar en un proyecto de fi-
nanciacién de la guerrilla, siem-
pre que haya "un cese de se-
cuestros y hostilidades medible y
verificable en el tiempo”.

Luis Villegas, presidente de
la Asociacién Nacional de Indus-
triales que retdne a cerca de 30

Guerrilla Para Frenar
Secuestros

organizaciones del sector priva-
do, manifesté su apoyo a esa
propuesta .

Villegas indicé que el empre-
sariado estd dispuesto a finan-
ciar la desmovilizacién de la in-
surgencia "siempre y cuando la
entrega de estos recursos se
conviertan en un instrumento
para la paz y no para la guerra”.

El monto de los aportes de los
industriales y el mecanismo que
se defina para ese proceso debe
ser definido por el Estado y los
paises amigos del proceso de paz,
agrego.

La propuesta de buscar un
mecanismo de financiamiento
temporal a la guerrilla a cambio
de una suspensién de los secues-
tros y extorsiones se suma a la
introducida el 22 de septiembre
representantes de la Iglesia Ca-
télica en un foro por la pacifica-
cién del pais en Bogota.

El presidente de la Conferen-
cia Episcopal, monsefior Alberto
Giraldo, propuso entonces que el
Estado financie la guerrilla
"mientras se logra consolidar un
proceso de paz”.

El Alto Comisionado para la
Paz, Camilo Gémez, admitié la
posibilidad de que el gobierno

estudie un plan para financiar a
la guerrilla, "bajo condiciones
apropiadas”.

Pero en el estado en que se
encuentra la relacién entre el
gobierno y los rebeldes, la posi-
bilidad de buscar un mecanismo
de financiamiento altermativo al
de los secuestros es bastante le-
jana, dijo a IPS Luis Valencia,
profesor de la estatal Universi-
dad Nacional.

Valencia sostuvo que la pro-
puesta s6lo podria ser tenida en
cuanta cuando exista un compro-
miso 'serio por parte de los gru-
pos armados en cuanto al cese de
los secuestros”.

A corto plazo no hay posibi-
lidades de acuerdo, dado el es-
tancamiento del didlogo entre el
gobierno y las Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia
(FARC), por un lado, y con el
Ejército de Liberacién Nacional
(ELN), por el otro.

Las negociaciones con las
FARC, principal grupo guerril-
lero, estdn congeladas por la
negativa de los rebeldes a entre-
gar a las autoridades un guerril-
lero préfugo de la justicia.

Asf mismo, el incipiente acer-
camiento con el ELN, segunda
organizaciéon guerrillera en im-
portancia, tampoco avanzo,
porque el gobierno no concreté
la desmilitarizacién de una zona
del norte colombiano para que
ese grupo se reuna con repre-
sentantes de la sociedad civil
para definir una agenda de ne-
goclacion.

HEALTH NEWS

Keep Stress Level Low
During Pregnancy

LUBBOCK - Pregnancy 18
one of the more special times in
a woman's life. But sometimes
balancing a career, a family and
pregnancy can be overwhelming
for any mother

"Many women come to see me
when they are experiencing
stress because of their concern
that their stress is affecting
their baby," said Joseph Killeen,
M.D., an obstetrician/ gynecolo-
gist on staff at Covenant
Health  System. “Ironically,
their concern is actually adding
more stress.

"When it comes to emotional
stress, the one to worry about 18
the mom. Stress doesn't actually
affect the baby. The baby is pro-
tected inside the womb and will
not feel stress the mother
feels.”

However women who are re-
acting to stress by using cigar-
ettes, alcohol or illicit drugs
that are linked with low birth
weight, may be increasing the
risk of birth defects.

"If the mother's stress causes
her to eat poorly or have un-
healthy habits like alcohol con-
sumption, then the baby can be
greatly affected," Dr. Killeen
said.

The March of Dimes suggests
several ways for pregnant wom-
en to relax and ‘"de-stress”
themselves:

* Allow sufficient time to re-
lax each day;

* Get comfortable in a room
without phones or other dis-
tractions;

* Focus on breathing from
your belly, not your chest;

* Learn to recognize tension
in the muscle groups of your
body and release the tension;

* Imagine yourself in your fa-
vorite restful place; and

* Relax at least once a day
for 20 to 30 minutes throughout

pregnancy.

"Half of all pregnant women
are stressed before they become
pregnant,” Dr. Killeen said.
"They are working at a job, they
have kids and they are being a
mom on top of being pregnant.
My advice for all women is to
have things diffused by the time
the baby is born. That's when
the mother will need to be at
her best. That's when a mother's

stress will affect a child the
most."

Proper Foot Care

Helps Keep Life Run-

ning Smoothly
LUBBOCK - At one time or
another, everyone has experi-
enced problems with his feet.
Whether it is a blister, athlete's
foot or something more serious,
our feet can determine a lot

about the way we feel from day
to day.

Podiatrists, people who spe-
cialize in foot care, say that
most problems that affect the
feet are more irritating than
they are serious. However, self-

It's time to talk to your kids about tobacco.

If you have school-age children, it's not too early (or too late) to talk to them about tochco
and its effects. This seminar is for parents and students interested in tobacco use and its

Controlling  Cholesterol
May Reduce Chance for
Heart Disease

LUBBOCK - According to the
American Heart Association,
high cholesterol is the leading
risk factor for heart disease. Ex-
cess cholesterol in the blood
stream can cause plaque buildup
along artery walls. The buildup
slows blood flow and can lead to
chest pain, angina and heart at-
tacks

Although high levels of cho-
lesterol may cause many health
risks, not all cholesterol s
harmful to the body

"There are two types of cho-
lesterol," said Charles Wilkins,
M.D., cardiologist on staff at
Covenant Health System. "Low
density lipoprotein (LDL) is the
bad cholesterol. It does damage
to the blood vessel walls. High
density lipoprotein (HDL) is the
good cholesterol. It transports
and removes fat from the vessel
walls."

According to the National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Insti-
tute, large reductions in LDL
levels over five years substan-

treatment can often turn a
minor problem into a major one.
You should see a podiatric phy-
sician when problems persist for
more than a few days.

The American Podiatric Medi-
cal Association (APMA), says 75
percent of all Americans will ex-
perience foot problems at least
once during their lifetime. The
APMA suggests that walking is
the best exercise for your feet.
It also contributes to your gen-
eral health by improving circula-
tion, controlling your weight
and promoting all around well
being.

Paul Schwarzentraub,
D.P.M., a local podiatrist, has
been in the foot care business
for more than 30 years. He says
the best way to avoid further
problems is to wear shoes that
accommodate your feet.

"Women who wear high-
heeled shoes tend to have big
problems with their feet," Dr.
Schwarzentraub said. "If you
wear comfortable shoes, you'll be
much better off in the long
run.’

The most common foot prob-
lems are corns, calluses, hammer
toes (a joint deformity) and heel

"It is safe to say that taking
care of your feet can have a
dramatic effect on your overall
well-being," Dr. Schwarzentraub
said. "Your feet are your foun-
dation, and taking good care of
them should be a top priority."

tially reduce the chance of hav-
ing a heart attack or dying from
heart disease

Dr. Wilkins recommends four
easy ways to reduce LDL levels
and maintain a healthy life-
style

* Limit intake of saturated
fat (animal fat),

* Do not smoke
your HDL;

* Get moderate exercise. For
example, walk 30 minutes four
to five times per week. Exercise
can raise your HDL and lower

your LDL; and
* Know your exact cholester-

It lowers
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ol numbers. Don't accept "it's
OK" from your doctor.

"Certain groups should espe-
cially be aware of their cholest-
erol levels," Dr. Wilkins said.

"Diabetics, smokers, hyperten-
sive patients and those with
prior cardiac events are at high
risk for heart disease.

"But, everyone should be
concerned with his or her cho-
lesterol. Even if cholesterol lev-
els are normal and a person has
no risk factors, everyone should
have it checked every five
years."
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alta si usted tiene diabetes. Si lo duda, solo tiene

que hablar con las familias de las 30.000 personas
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gripe para usted y los suyos. Pidale que le explique

sobre los rieagm que usted corre cuando vive con

diabetes. Porque, con diabetes, prevencion es

control. Y con control, la vida continua
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Tobacco Awareness Seminar

Friday, November 10, 7-9 p.m.

Knipling Education/Conference Center
21st Street & Louisville Avenue

(6th Level, West Parking Garage)

Speakers:

Rick Bender |
The Man Without a Face

Janice Marchildon, RNC, OCN
Oncology Nurse Educator

P.J. Mann, RN, BSN | |
Smoking Cessation Counselor

La Childbirth Network (Red de Partos) te ofrece una prueba
del embarazo, gratuita y confidencial de 8 AM a 5 PM de
lunes a viernes. Sencilla, rapida, y recibiras los resultados de
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Médico I s o b o
Manejo de Pacientes
Diabetes de West Texas (The
Diabetes Outpatient Management
Center of West Texas) y el March

of Dimes. Nosotros ofrecemos
informacion de todo, desde cuidados
durante el embarazo hasta medidas
de seguridad para tu bebe, y
cualquier persona puede participar.
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inmediato.

Llama al 780-4084 para mas informacion.

For information or to make reservations, please call 725-7977. | Y podras saberlo con certeza.
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Joe Arrington Cancer Center

Jointly sponsored by Covenant Health System
and Community Health Center of Lubbock
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Fox’s Foreign Policy - At
The Service of Economy

By Diego Cevallos

MEXICO CITY, - The foreign policy of Mexican President-elect
Vicente Fox will focus on achieving solid results on the domestic
front, based on strong external contacts and Mexico's multiple free
trade deals, said one of Fox's closest associates

Fox's foreign policy will be based on pragmatism and clear targets,
and diplomatic efforts will be at the service of the economy and
good business, said Adolfo Aguilar, the coordinator of international
affairs of Fox's transition team, who observers point to as the
possible secretary of foreign affairs in the new government set to
take office in December.

In the past, diplomacy has served certain ‘“legal-political
interests,” while under Fox it will become the "catalyst for
economic activities, Aguilar stated in an interview with IPS.

The foreign policy of the Fox administration -- which will be the
first government not in the hands of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) in seven decades - will focus on helping
to build a viable internal economic project that will generate jobs
and reduce the income gap, he said.

That will be the main aim of foreign policy, said Aguilar. But, he
added, another strong element will be Mexico's interest in drawing
the rest of Latin America into the benefits and privileges enjoyed
by this country as a trading partner of the United States, Europe
and other industrialised countries.

Mexico, the world's 14th largest economy, is the Latin American
leader in terms of free trade treaties, with nine already in effect
and several in the process of negotiation.

But it is also a leader in social inequity and poverty, with the
income of the richest 10 percent of the country now 26 times larger
than the income of the poorest 40 percent.

The most far-reaching of the trade deals, the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), linking Mexico with the United
States and Canada, dates to early 1994. The second-most
important, and the most recent, is the Economic Partnership,
Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement signed with the
European Union in July.

Thanks to all the treaties it has signed, Mexico became the world
leader in terms of export growth in the 1990s, with 14.4 percent
average annual expansion of exports, the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) reported in May.

In terms of trade ments, the outgoing government of
Ernesto Zedillo, of the PRI -- which has ruled since its founding in
1929 -- is leaving behind a "valuable and important legacy, to
which we will give a strategic content,” said Aguilar.

Under Fox -- a former Coca Cola executive and member of the
pro- business conservative National Action Party (PAN) -~ Mexico
will negotiate new trade deals, seeing itself as part of powerful
partnerships, which can be expanded to other nations, and which
are to generate benefits for the population of Mexico.

Thus, said Aguilar, Mexico is telling the South: "We have
already become partners of the richest guy on the block. Now come
with us so we can all share in that partnership.”

Since July, Fox has toured 19 countries in the Americas and
Europe, and met with 23 heads of state and government. And on
every one of his visits abroad, he has stressed the need to promote
integration and strong commercial ties.

Just hours after he swears in - at a ceremony designed to reflect
the historical significance of the transition to a non-PRI
government, acco to Aguilar - the contacts for negotiating a
trade deal with the Southern Common Market (Mercosur --
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay) will be made official, as
will Mexico's backing of a future development project with Central
America.

The new government will also work on forging closer ties with
the United States, to propose that all existing bilateral agreements
on migration, labour and environmental issues be mounted on
NAFTA, in order to put the seal on a sort of "NAFTA Plus"
arrangement, said Aguilar.

In the past, Mexico wanted to sign treaties, but it didn't really
know why, he told IPS. Now that Mexico has taken its place in the
globalised world of today, the future government aims to create a
system of regional groupings, and strengthen Mexico as a member
of NAFTA and a partoner of the EU and Mercosur, Aguilar added.

He also outlined five overlying principles that are to goverm
Mexico's diplomatic efforts under the new government.

"Human rights are an international, not a local, concept,”
stressed Aguilar, adding that the Fox administration would tie
human rights to self-determination. Thus, any country lacking the
former will also lack the latter, and will be called to attention, he
pointed out.

The second principle indicates that "if there are no political
rights, there is no sovereignty," while the third states that "the
fight against drug trafficking, organised crime and terrorism is an
international responsibility, and can only be successful if tackled at
that level.”

The fourth and fifth principles, meanwhile, stipulate that the
environment and economic development are questions of global
responsibility.

Based on those principles, ideas and objectives, Mexico plans to
take on a leadership role. But above all it plans to seek internal
economic benefits for its people, said Aguilar.

Under Fox, Mexico will also be open to international scrutiny on
questions of the environment and human rights, and will work
closely with non-governmental organisations in hammering out
positions and policies in those areas, he concluded.
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por Danielle Knighe

entre seis y diez afios de prisién

contra dos campesinos ambien.
talistas de ese pais, pero activis-

tas estadounidenses prometieron

intensificar su campafia por la

liberacién de ambos presos.

Los presos, que habfan sido
condenados el 28 de agosto, son
Rodolfo Montiel, fundador y lid.-

er del grupo Campesinos Ecolo-

gistas de la Sierra de Petatldn y
Coyuca de Catalén, y Teodoro

Cabrera, miembro de esa organi-

zacién.

Campesinos Ecologistas se ha
opuesto desde 1988 a la tala ile-
gal de drboles en las montafias al
norte del balneario de Acapulco,

en el estado meridional mexicano

de Guerrero, sobre la costa del
Pacifico.

La estatal Comisién Nacional
de Derechos Humanos de México
afirmé que los cargos contra am-
bos activistas por siembra de
marihuana y posesién ilegal de
armas se basaron en evidencia
fraguada por los soldados que los
detuvieron en mayo de 1999.

Grupos ambientalistas mexica-
nos y de otros paises aseguran
que Cabrera y Montiel fueron
detenidos para impedir que con-
tinuaran sus actividades de de-
fensa del ambiente.

El fallo del tribunal de apela-
ciones, dado a conocer esta ge-

mana, establece "un peli
precedente contra los ien-
talistas mexicanos", comenté

Alejandro Queral, director de
campafias humanitarias y am-
bientalistas de la organizacién
no gubernamental estadouni-
dense (ONG) Sierra Club.

El Sierra Club y la filial esta-
dounidense de la ONG humani-
taria Amnistia International,
con sede en Londres, consideran
que Cabrera y Montiel son pre-
sos de conciencia, y cuestionan
la imparcialidad del sistema judi-
cial mexicano en el caso.

Ese cuestionamiento se debe
en que el tribunal de apela-
ciones no aceptd que se presen-
tara nueva evidencia producida
por un grupo independiente de
médicos, para probar que los sol-
dadoe que detuvieron a ambos
campesinos los torturaron para
que confesaran.

La ley de México permite que
fiscales y abogados defensores
presenten nuevas evidencias

durante los procesos de apela-
cién.

Cabrera y Montiel prometier-
on continuar su lucha ambien-
talista desde la cédrcel, en una
declaracién divulgada por el
Sierra Club.

"No debemos cambiar el fu-
turo de nuestros hijos por unas
pocas monedas”, expresaron.

Montiel comenz6 a organizar
en 1988 a los campesinos pobres
de su regién para luchar contra
la explotacién maderera, que a
su juicio provocaba erosién del
suelo, afectaba el abastecimien-
to de agua y causaba la pérdida
de cosechas.

El activismo de Montiel nacié
de la preocupacién por sus pro-
pioe cultivos, cuando la tala de
frboles en las montafias de
Guerrero comenzé a perjudicar
la napa acuffera de las zonas
boscosas e hizo disminuir en for-
ma dréstica el abastecimiento y
la calidad del agua en la regién.

El campesino, quien sélo lle-
g6 a cursar el primer grado de la
escuela primaria, escribié cartas
a funcionarios federales para de-
nunciar que las leyes eran vio-
ladas por las firmas madereras.

Esas cartas nunca recibieron
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respuesta, y Montiel fundé
Campesinos Ecologistas, cuyas
actividades llevaron a la compa-
fila maderera Boise Cascade, con
sede en Estados Unidos, a desis-
tir de las actividades de explota-
cibn en Guerrero que habfa ini-
ciado en 1996.

Poderosos terratenientes
locales y militares de una guar-
nicién vecina reaccionaron con
furia ante las acciones de la or-
ganizacién ambientalista, que la
oficina del fiscal general del es-
tado de Guerrero defini6 como
una "ecoguerrilla”.

Soldados del 40 Batallén de
Infanterfa del Ejército arrestar-
on a Montiel y Cabrera en mayo
de 1999, y se denuncié que los
golpearon y torturaron. Durante
el arresto, los soldados disparar-
on contra otro campesino y lo
mataron.

Semtutlmom oe de prision-
eros difundidos por Amnistia In-
ternacional, Montiel y Cabrera
fueron amenazados con armas de
fuego para que declararan que
posefan armas en forma ilegal y
que eran cémplices de la o -
zacién guerrillera izqujem
Ejército Popular Revolucionario,
que opera en la regién.

Médicos forenses que traba-
jan para la filial danesa de la
ONG Médicos por los Derechos

From Page 3
ended Wednesday in Costa Rica
proposed seeking mechanisms to
finance the guerrilla groups un-
der a ceasefire. Currently, the
principal source of income for
the insurgents is through ran-
soms paid for kidnapping victims.

Colombia's top entrepreneurs
said in the Costa Rican capital
that they are willing to take
part in a project to monetarily
support the guerrillas, as long as
there is “a halt to the kidnap-
pings and hostilities that is
measurable and verifiable over
time.”

Luis Villegas, president of the
National Association of Indus-
tries, which unites approximate-
ly 30 private sector organiza-
tions, expressed his support for
the proposal.

Villegas said the business
community is ready to finance
the demobilizing of the insur-
gency, with the condition that
“the resources are converted
into an instrument for peace,
not for war.”

The Colombian government
and countries taking part in the
peace efforts should determine

Tribunal Confirmo Condena De
ampesinos Ambientalistas

WASHINGTON, 1 nov (IPS) .
Un tribunal de apelaciones de
México confirmé las condenas a

Humanos examinaron a Montiel
y Cabrera, y aseguraron que am-
bos presentaban lesiones y sin-
tomas compatibles por completo
con secuelas de las torturas que
ambos dijeron haber recibido.

El centro de derechos hu-
manos mexicano Agustin Pro
Judrez, una ONG vinculada con
la congregacién catélica de los
Jesuitas, se hizo cargo de la de-
fensa judicial de Montiel y Ca-
brera. La organizacién denunci6
que sus integrantes han recibido
desde entonces numerosas ame-
nazas de muerte.

La coordinadora del programa
legal de esa ONG, Digna Ochoa
y Plécido, fue secuestrada y mal-
tratada por desconocidos dura-
nte varias horas en agosto de
1999.

El 14 de julio, la Comisién
Nacional de Derechos Humanos
admitié6 que Montiel y Cabrera
habfan sido detenidos en forma
ilegal y torturados por inte-
grantes del ejército, y negbé que
ambos activistas portaran armas
cuando fueron arrestados, como
denunciaron las autoridades.

"Las autoridades mexicanas
dirigieron un mensaje parali-
zante a otros activistas defen-
sores del ambiente en México, al
demostrar una vez més que no
respetan en absluto los derechos

humanos de ambos" presos, de-
claré Diego Zavala, un especial-
ista en asuntos mexicanos que
trabaja con Amnistfa Interna-
cional.

La Fundacién Ambientalista
Goldman, con sede en el estado
sudoccidental estadounidense de
California, otorgé su prestigioso
Premio Ambiental anual a Mon-
tiel y Cabrera vy se sumé a la
campafia de denuncia de su sit-
uacién.

Quienes son objeto de esa dis-
tincién reciben 125.000 délaree.

Desde la condena en primera
instancia de Cabrera y Montiel,
el gobierno mexicano ha recibido
miles de cartas de personas que
pidieron la liberacién de ambos,
y unos 40 parlamentarios esta-
dounidenses han ejercido pre-
sién con ese objetivo sobre el ac-
tual presidente de Meéxico, Er-
nesto Zedillo.

Amnistia Internacional y el
Sierra Club comentaron que este
caso pondrd a prueba al presi-
dente electo de México, Vicente
Fox.

Fox "puede mostrar al pueblo
mexicano su compromiso con los
derechos humanos y la protec-
ci6n del ambiente, si ordena la
inmediata liberacién de Cabrera
y Montiel cnando asuma la pres-
idencia", apunté Zavala.

the amount of the private sec-
tor's contribution and the
mechanism for defining the pro-
cess, he added.

The proposal to seek tempo-
rary financing for the guerrillas
in exchange for an end to kid-
nappings comes on the heels of
another presented September 22
by representatives of the Ca-
tholic Church at a peace and de-
mocracy forum in Bogota.

The president of the Bishops
Conference, Monsignor Alberto
Giraldo, proposed at the time
that the government should
finance the guerrilla groups
“while achieving consolidation of
a peace process.”

Colombia's High Commission-
er for Peace, Camilo G6émez, ad-
mitted that the government
might consider such a plan for
the guerrillas, “under appro-
priate conditions.”

But in the current state of
relations between the govern-
ment and the rebels, the pos-
gibility of establishing a
mechanism of financing to re-
place income from kidnappings is
quite remote, said Luis Valen-
cia, a professor at the state-run
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National University.

Valencia told IPS that the
proposal could only be consid-
ered when there is a “serious
(commitment) by the armed
groups as far as ending the kid-,
nappings.”

In the short term, there is no
chance at such an accord, given

the breakdown in dialogue bet-

ween the government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC), on the one
hand, and with the National
Liberation Army (ELN), on the
other, he said.

Negotiations with the FARC,
the country's largest guerrilla
group, have stalled due to the
rebels’ refusal to hand over a
fugitive from justice to the gov-
ernment authorities.

Meanwhile, the nascent at-
tempts to approach the ELN,
the second largest rebel force,
also failed because the govern-
ment did not finalize the demili-
tarization of an area in north-
ern Colombia, which the group
demanded in order to meet with
civil ‘society representatives to
ht:ltslmr out an agenda for peace

Doblese aqul

Usted conoce a Southwestern Public Service. Por
mas de aen anos, usted a dependido de nosotros
para tener electriadad confiable y a su alcance.

Y queremos estar seguros que esto nunca cambie.

De manera que estamos cambiando la forma

en que hacemos negocio, desde nuestro logo.

Nosotros continuaremos ¢l mantenimiento a

las lineas de energia y la llevaremos hasta usted.

Pero muy pronto usted tendra otra compania

que tambsén trabajard para usted. Xcel Energy.

Juntos vamos a traer mucho més a la mesa.
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Latino Authors, Poets

Provide Many
Christmas Gift Options

Reviewed by Olivia Muoz

| Just in time for this gift-giv-
Ing season, books created
several talented Latino authors
and illustrators have reached
bookstore shelves. From child-
ren's books to poetry for young
adults, from noted Latin Ameri-
can authors to works focusing
on the special traditions of this
season, there is something to
please everyone.

FICTION

"Noche Buena," edited by Ni-
colds Kanellos (Oxford, $32.50.
hardcover, pp. 370) Arte Publico
founder Kanellos has put to-
gether, in English, a collection
of new and old Christmas sto-

ries, poems and songs from
varied Latino cultures.
"Peel My Love Like an

Onion,” by Ana Castillo (Anchor
Books, $12, paperback, pp. 212)
*New to paperback is Castillo's
novel of love and flamenco. Her
heroine Carmen "La Coja" (the
Cripple) Santos relates her ad-
ventures through love and
work.

"The Magic Lantern: Having
a Ball and Christmas Eve,” by
José Tomés de Cuéllar, translat-
ed by Margaret Carson (Oxford,
$30, hardcover, pp. 208) In

these two novellas. the Mexican
author humorously touches on

the modernization of his society.

NONFICTION

"Latino USA: A Cartoon
History," by Ilan Stavans, il-
lustrated by Lalo Lépez Alcaraz
(Basic Books, $19.95, hardcover,
pp. 170) This rundown of Latino
history is presented in comic
book form with lots of humor.

"Elegy on the Death of César
Chévez," by Rudolfo Anaya, il-
lustrated by Gaspar Enriquez
((ITAL)XCinco Puntos(ENDITAL)

Press, $16.96, hardcover, pp. 32)
From acclaimed Chicano author

Anaya comes a moving elegy on

the death of civil rights activist
César Chédvez. Enriquez's beau-
tiful artwork illustrates the
story of a man whose death was
a loss to us all.

"Latina Beauty,” by the edi-
tors of Latina Magazine and Be-
lén Aranda-Alvarado (Hyperion,
$29.95, hardcover, pp. 222) From
the leading Hispanic women's
magazine comes this guide to
looking good and understanding
our beauty.

Frutas de América, by Clara
Inés Olaya Editorial Norma, $60
plus $5 shipping, hardcover, pp.
180) This unique and savory
book includes 180 beautiful pho-
tographs showcasing 26 native
fruits of the entire continent.
Olaya presents the subject man-
ner in an artistic and cultural
way, detailing their uses and
cultivation. The book includes a
history of their pre-Columbian
uses to modern studies by bo-
tanists.

POETRY & ESSAYS
"When Living Was a Labor
Camp," by Diana  Garcia

Andy Wilkinson to Headline
Saturday Night Special

Andy Wilkinson, cowboy poet
and singer, will headline the
next performance of the South
Plains College weekly musical
variety show, Saturday Night
Special, Nov. 11.

Concert time is 7:30 p.m. in
the Tom T. Hall Performance
Center in SPC's Creative Arts
Building. Cost is $5 for senior
citizens and $6 general admis-
sion.

Proceeds are used for student
scholarships.

Wilkinson will perform selec-
tions from his new Christmas al-
bum, "An Ordinary Christmas,"
which includes original poems
and songs written by Wilkinson
and several of his poems read by
actor Barry Corbin.

The Saturday Night Special
ensemble will perform a variety
of classic country hits.

For more information on the

concert, contact the SPC Crea-
tive Arts Department at 806-

894-9611, ext. 2281.

(University

of Arizona Press,

$14.95, paperback, pp. 102) In
this collection of poems, Garcia,

born in a

migrant labor camp,

looks back on her life in Califor-

nia's San Joaquin Valley.
"Selected Non-Fictions,"

José Luis Borges (Penguin

by

Books, $17, paperback, pp. 560)
This remarkable collection of es-

says on everything from movies
to prejudice will
Borges enthusiast.

"Itinerary: An Intellectual

please any

Journey," by Octavio Paz, trans-

lated by Jason Wilson
(Harcourt, $22, hardcover, pp.

144) The final work of one of

México's greatest writers is a
semi-autobiographical collection
of essays on political ideas by
the Nobel Prize-winner.

CHILDREN

"My Very Own Room/ Mi pro-
piw cuartito,”" by Amanda Irma
Pérez, illustrated by Maya
Christina Gonzdlez (Children's
Book Press, $1595, hardcover,
pp. 32) This bilingual childen's
book looks at a Mexican Ameri-
can girl's dream of having her
own space among the many fami-
ly members that inhabit her
home.

"Say Hola to Spanish at the
Circus," by Susan Middleton
Elya, illustrated by Loretta Lé-
pez (Lee & Low Books, $15.95,
hardcover, pp. 32) This child-
ren's book introduces children to
the Spanish language. Aimed at
ages 2 - b, it also includes a 70-
entry glossarv.

"The Night the Moon Fell,
told by Pat Mora, illustrated by
Domi (Groundwood Books,
$16.95, hardcover, pp. 30) Mora
retells a Mayan myth set to the
bright illustrations of Domi's
works. Also available in Spanish.

YOUNG ADULT

"Baseball in April and Other
Stories: Tenth  Anniversary
Edition," by Gary Soto
(Harcourt Children's Books, $6,
paperback, pp. 128) In this col-
lection of short stories, Soto ex-
plores the important themes in
life -~ love, friendship, failure,
coming of age -- through the
everyday occurrences inspired by
his youth.

"My Own True Name: New
and Selected Poems for Young
Adults," by Pat Mora Pifiata
Books, $11.95, paperback, pp. 82)
In this anthology, Mora gathers
the best of her poetry and pub-
lishes some brand new pieces for
teen-age readers. The cactus
serves as a metaphor for our ex-

18tence.

(Olivia Munoz is a reporter with
Hispanic Link News Service In
Washington, D.C.)

(¢) 2000, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by Los Angeles Times
Syndicate

Posiblemente usted no conozca a Xcel Energy.

Pero ya la conocera. Xcel Energy fue creada para
traer a usted una gran variedad de servicios y
productos como usted nunca a visto antes.
Ideas brillantes que hardn que su vida sea un
poco mas facil. Y Xcel Energy tiene los recursos
que ayudaran a SPS a mantener los altos niveles
con los que usted siempre a contado. Ahora y

en el futuro por venir. Si en caso tiene alguna
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pregunta, solamente llamenos al 800-894-3368.
Usted no solamente obtendra respuestas, sino

muchisimas razones para alegrarse.

¢ XcelEnergy

Xcel energy no es la misma compania que Southwestern Public Service y no esta regulada por la Public Utility Com mission of Texas. Usted no tiene que comprar productos de Xcel Energy's para continuar recibiendo servicio de calidad requlado de Southwestern Public Service. © 2000 Xcel Energy Inc
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Autores y Poetas Latinos
Proporcionan Muchas Alternativas

Para Regalos De Navidad

Revisado por Olivia Munoz

Exactamente a tiempo para
esta temporada de hacer regalos,
una diversidad de libros redacta-
dos por autores e ilustradores
latinos han llegado a las repisas
de las librerfas. Desde libros in-
fantiles hasta poesfa para adul-
tos j6venes, desde autores lati-
Dos renombrados hasta obras
que se enfocan sobre las tradi-
Clones especiales de esta tempo-
rada, hay algo para complacer a
cada cual.

FICCION

"Noche Buena," editado por
Nicolas Kanellos (Oxford, $32.50
en pasta, 370 péginas). El fun-
dador de Arte Publico, Kanellos,
ha reunido una coleccién de re-
latos de Navidad nuevos y anti-
guos, poemas y canciones de las
diversas culturas latinas.

"Peel My Love Like an
Onion," por Ana Castillo
(Anchor Books, $12, cubierta de
papel, 212 pédginas). Algo nuevo
en cubierta de papel es su nov-
ela de amor y flamenco. Su her-
oina, Carmen "‘La Coja’ Santos,
relata sus aventuras a traves
del amor y el trabajo.

"The Magic Lantern: Having
a Ball and Christmas Eve," por
José Toméas de Cuéllar, traduci-
da por Margaret Carson (Oxford,
$30, en pasta, 208 péaginas). En
estas dos novelas, el autor mexi-
cano toca humoristicamente so-
bre la modernizacién de su socie-

dad.

NO FICCION

"Latino USA: Una Historia de
Caricaturas," por Ilan Stavans,
ilustrada por Lalo Lépez Alcaraz
(Basic Books, $19.95, en pasta,
170 pé4ginas). Este recuento de
historia latina estd presentado
en forma de libro de historietas
cémicas con mucho buen humor.

"Elegy on the Death of César
Chévez," por Rudolfo Anaya,
ilustrada por Gaspar Enriquez
(Cinco Puntos Press, $16.96, en
pasta, 32 paginas). Del aclamado

autor chicano Anaya lléega una’

elegia conmovedora sobre la
muerte del activista de los der-
echos civiles César Chavez. La
bella labor artistica de Enriquez
ilustra la historia de un hombre
cuya muerte fué una pérdida
para todos nosotros.

"Latina Beauty," por los edi-
tores de la revista Latina y Be-
lén Aranda-Alvarado (Hyperion,
$29.95, en pasta, 222 paginas).
De la importante revista para
mujeres hispanas llega esta guia
para lucir bien y comprender
nuestra belleza.

"Frutas de América, por
Clara Inés Olaya (Editorial Nor-
ma, $50 mas $5 por franqueo, en
pasta, 180 péginas). Este libro
singular y con sabor incluye 180
bellas fotos que destacan a 26
frutas nativas de todo el conti-
nente. Olaya presenta el asunto
de modo artistico y cultural, de-
tallando sus usos y cultivos. El
libro incluye una historia de sus
usos pre-colombinos hasta los es-
tudios modernos de los boténi-

“POESIA Y ENSAYOS

"When Living Was a Labor
Camp," por Diana Garcia
Press)

(University of Arizona

)

Mira, llama y gana.

iGran Premio de $1,000,000!

Ganar es muy facil: solo tienes que seguir viendo tus novelas favoritas en Telemundo, entre las 7 y las 11pm,
y llamar para concursar al numero 800 que aparece en pantalla. Sigue con atencion las instrucciones que
recibiras por teléfono. iSi aciertas, ganas instantaneamente el premio correspondiente! Tu puedes ser uno de
los ganadores de TV portatiles, CDs, camisetas, afiches y mucho mas..

Hay un total de 150,000 regal
iY con cada llamada correcla,

$14 95, cubierta de papel, 102
péginas). En esta coleccién de
poemas, Garcia, nacida en un
campamento de trabajadores mi-
grantes, mira retrospectiva-
mente a su vida en el Valle de
San Joaquin, California.

"Selected Non-Fictions,” por
José Luis Borges (Penguin
Books, $17, cubierta de papel,
560 paginas). Esta notable colec-
cibn de ensayos sobre todo,
desde las peliculas hasta el pre-
juicio, complacerda a cualquier
entusiasta de las obras de Borg-
es.

"Itinerary: An Intellectual
Journey," por Octavio Paz, tra-
ducido por Jason Wilson
(Harcourt, $22, en pasta, 144
paginas). La dltima obra de uno
de los mayores escritores de
México es una coleccién semi-
autobiogrdfica de ensayos sobre
ideas politicas por el ganador del
Premio Nobel.

LIBROS PARA
NINOS

"My Very Own Room/Mi Pro-
pio Cuartito," por Amanda Irma
Pérez, ilustrado por Maya Chris-
tina Gonzélez (Children's Book
Press, $15.95, en pasta, 32 péagi-

nas). Este libro infantil bilingue
mira al suefio de una nifia méxi-

coamericana de tener su espacio
propio entre los muchos miem-
bros de su familia que habitan
en su casa.

"Say "Hola' to Spanish in the
Circus," por Susan Middleton
Elya, ilustrado por Loretta Lo-
pez (Lee & Low Books, $15.95,
en pasta, 32 pédginas). Este libro
para nifios presenta a los nifios
al idioma espafiol. Destinado
para las edades de entre 2 y 5
afios, incluye también un
glosario de introduccién con 70
palabras.

"The Night the Moon Fell,"
relatado por Pat Mora, ilustrado
por Domi (Groundwood Books,
$16.95, en pasta, 30 péginas)
Mora vuelve a relatar un mito
de los mayas, presentado con
ilustraciones brillantes de las
obras de Domi. Disponible tam-
bién en espaiiol.

PARA ADULTOS JOVENES

"Baseball in April and Other
Stories: Tenth  Anniversary
Edition," por Gary Soto
(Harcourt Children's Books, $6,
cubierta de papel, 128 péginas).
En esta coleccién de relatos cor-
tos, Soto explora los temas 1m-
portantes de la vida -- el amor, la
amistad, el fracaso, el llegar a la
mayoria de edad -- a través de las
ocurrencias diarias inspiradas
por su juventud.

"My Own True Name: New
and Selected Poems for Young
Adults," por Pat Mora (Pifiata
Books, $11.95, cubierta de papel,
82 péginas). En esta antologia,
Mora reune lo mejor de su poe-
sia y publica algunas piezas nue-
vas para los lectores adoles-
centes. El cacto sirve como una
metéafora para nuestra existen-

cia.

(Olivia Mufioz es reportera de His-
panic Link News Service en Washing-
ton, DC.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en el afio
2000. Distribuido por Los Angeles
Times Syndicate.
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The children and grandchil-
dren of Pete & Mary Solis of
Slaton,Tx would like to con-
gratulate them on their 50th
Anniversary on Sat., Nov. 11,
2000

Children of the couple are
Ruben & Olivia Solis, David &
Sofia Solis, Tom & Linda Solis,
F L. & Oralia Gonzalez and
Guadalupe “Frosty” Solis-de-
ceased.

The couple married in 1960 in
Slaton and now have 14
grandchildren and 6 great
grandchildren.

Felicidades de parte de toda
la familia que los ama mucho.

TAROLINO NO. TAS570
Se hacon hxata 100 doceoms de In-
mles en? 1/2 honas conesta TA-
MOLIND. Es elécnito, mide T2X24 ™
y 36" dealtn. pesa 48 Libs. Esth
pequefio de tamafo, pero grande en
PODER. Plda su hofa de infownc-
cibn, (pratis)

A Faark Gencla
P.0.Box 207
Lbbock, Texas 79408-0207
0 U ol (806)763-4044
A la siate de La mibfioru.
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TELEMUNDO

os a repartir a través de todo Estados Unidos con un valor de 31 000,000

participas en el gran sorteo de $1,000,000 el 29 de noviembre!

Cuantas mas veces llames y aciertes, mas posibilidades tienes de ganar el gran premio de $1,000,000
0 un viaje a Bogota para dos personas para participar en el rodaje de Betty La Fea.

Diselo 2 tu familia, llama a tus amigos, avisa a tus vecinos' Entre el 30 de octubre y el 24 de
noviembre. Munieca Brava, Betty La Fea, Por Que Diablos?, Xica y La Muralla van a despertar tu...

Si no recibes Telemundo en casa, llama libre de cargos al 866-886-8636 y pidelo.
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El Editor, Lubbock, Tx. November 9, 2000
Compradores Y Empresarios Latinos Se Reunen En E]

Taller De Trabajo De Santa Claus En La Internet

Por Olivia Murioz

Desde atuendos de charro y
salsas con marcas mexicanas has-
ta camisetas de moda y cosméti-
cos con nombres tales como Ta-
mal Caliente y Espafola, el bus-
car regalos singulares con sabor
latino en esta temporada de dias
festivos estd a s6lo un chasquido
del ratén de distancia.

Una encuesta de la revista
Hispanic Business y Zogby In-
ternational entre 1,156 adultos
de todo el pafs hall6 que el 49%
de los latinos entrevistados ha-
bifan hecho una compra por In-
ternet entre diciembre de 1999 y
febrero de este afio. Muchos em-
presarios latinos estdn apro-
vechdndose de esas cifras.

Mexgrocer.com, un nuevo lu-
gar bilingue de la Red que ofrece
més de 1,000 productos de marcas
mexicanas como Jumex, Garnesa,
Dofia Marifa y Chocolate Abueli-
ta, estardan vendiendo "Canastas
Navidefias" (cestas con regalos).
Estas fluctuardn entre $30 y $50
y destacardn bebidas, salsas o
productos dulces mexicanos.

El lugar también vende pifia-
tas, velas votivas religiosas y ja-
bones de México.

"Ofrecemos muchas de las
marcas con las que crecieron las
personas, y los latinos jévenes
quieren conocerlas”, dice Ignacio
Hernédndez, fundador y Funcio-
nario Ejecutivo Principal de
mexgrocer.com Lo que queremos
vender es nostalgia”.

El saber que la comunidad la-
tina tiene vinculos sélidos con la
cultura es la clave, dice Eliza-
beth Bartolo, fundador de "Ella
Cosmetics", que ofrece una linea
completa de cosméticos, In-

uyendocrevones de labios nom-
brados Caliente, Chismosa vy

Guapa; sombras para los ojos
nombradas Cinco de Mayo, Mi
Tierra y Siesta; y cosméticos en
barras con nombres tales como
Flan, Dulce y Yuca.

LLa empresaria cubana-ameri-
cana radicada en la Florida lan-
z6 ellacosmetics.com en febrero.
Una encuesta de 1999 del De-
partamento Federal de Comercio
mostré que el 12.6% de las fa-
milias latinas usan la Internet.

Bartolo dice que ella ha ga-
nado entre $25,000 y $30,000
desde entonces y espera llegar a
un total bruto de $200,000 en el
afio 2001. Ellacosmetics.com des-
tacard estuches para regalos de
Navidad con precios que van
desde $7 a $21.

Las ropas especializadas han
llevado también sus negocios a
la Internet. Alvarez Enterprises
ha estado vendiendo ropas tipi-
cas del Oeste y de charro, som-
breros y botas durante mas de
12 afios. Ahora, AlvarezEnter-
prises.com estd ayudando a lle-
var los negocios méds alld de la
zona de Los Angeles.

Los Zoot Suits (Trajes de Pe-
timetres) y otros recuerdos de
los pachucos estdn disponibles a
través de elpachucho.com, que
ofrece las ropas y los accesorios
extravagantes asi como cheques
personalizados, chapas para au-
toméviles, tarjetas de felicita-
cién, i1mpresiones artisticas Yy,
desde luego, la pelicula "Zoot
Suit."

Los que buscan una aparien-
cia mAs moderna pueden conec-
tarse con RazaClothingCo.com
para comprar camisetas-T, som-

exhaustion

AC the cry of her name;, she wouwld be up, awake, ready .
with her armyg stil around a water vase:
A Time came wher she way awakery to- what she

way the call of her name. It way really pure silence but
silence al Ly very best iy loud. She wouwld turn her head
side o sde listening to see where the call way coming .

visihle; & dawned onw her why & way so silent.
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She rawv fromv person to- person with hopes to

that people and beast had died: Thesn came to thiy youth

the devastating thought which gave i’y birth to the meaning
of being all alone: Her hwt way unbelievable ay the nightmare
she had awoker to lingered to a- mongtrowy realily. She stood
frogen with her arms still around the water vase: The thought
of “all alone” kept coming; over and over agai

Tired already fromv before and not really not the running, the
tiny body reached iy mil. It could no longer take Little
Karla away fromv the memory she way trying to leave behind:

Creepingly, inv almost slow motion

came the end of her struggle

ay her last footstep conlinued
forward to a downward final finish

out To the welcoming
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breros, sweaters y una nueyg
linea de prendas de mezeclilla
que el creador Robert Montalyo
dice que rivaliza con las prip.
cipales marcas de disefiadores de
la corriente principal.

La firma satirica de la Inter.
net Pocho.com ofrece disefios
por el caricaturista de La Cucar-
acha, Lalo Alcaraz. Tambijép
estd disponible su almanaque de
caricaturas para el afio 2001,

"Muchas personas no sabenp
el modo de hacerlo bien", dice ]
presidente de Digital Aztldn
Sal Rojas, de los negocios medj-
ante la Internet. "Las cosas tie-
nen que hacerse de manera f4cil
de seguir y profesional”. Rojag
empez6 vendiendo musica de log
artistas latinos del hip-hop en
Brownpride.com, con el socio
Javier Oseguera.

"La gente de Texas y Chicago
estaban pidiendo dlbumes de ar-
tistas latinos que ellos habfan
oido en los programas locales de
hip-hop," dice Rojas, quien tam-
bién se propone empezar a
vender ropas a fines de noviem-
bre.

El dice que las personas
comenzaron a enviar averigua-
ciones por E-mail a su lugar de
la Red, y la demanda lo impulsé
a proporcionar misica por la lin-
ea.

Aunque los negocios en la
linea han abierto las puertas a
muchos empresarios nuevos, los
métodos tradicionales de com-
prar regalos y ver tiendas se
hallan disponibles todavia, au-
nque muchos han empezado a

ofrecer sus articulos por la In-
ternet.

Mezclando el pasado y el pre-
sente se halla Maria Guevara,
que empezé su negocio en Holly-
wood, Florida, hace sélo un afio,
cuando un amigo le pidié que
disefiara una guayabera para un
familiar. Guevara lanzé pronto
la marca Cuervo, una linea de
guayaberas hechas a la orden,
camisas con plisados, bordados y
que se abotonan. También hay
disponibles sombreros de jipi-
japa (llamados de Panamé) vy
productos para el cuidado de la
piel de los hombres.

La marea Cuerve entré en la
linea recientemente con el indi-
cativo Cuervoformen.com, y es-
tard ofreciendo zapatos, bille-
teras, cinturones y otros produc-
tos de cuero dentro de poco
tiempo.

"Yo queria hacer regresar a la
elegancia del Viejo Mundo", dice
Guevara de su mercancia.

"Queria promover la fascinacién
de los estilos del Viejo Mundo

que han empezado a ser popu- '

lares de nuevo".

Jackie Pérez, que junto con
su asociada Carole Ann Taylor
abrié Little Havana To Go, sabe
que los productos que recuerdan
a la patria pueden equivaler a
utilidades. La tienda, radicada
en Miami, vende reproducciones
de antiguas marcas de fébrica
cubanas y otros recuerdos.

"No vendemos mercancia,
vendemos cultura", dice Pérez.
Las palabras se han convertido
en el lema no oficial de la tien-
da. "Hay un negocio que hacer y
una cultura que conocer".

La tienda abrié a principios
de este afio. Suministra ejem-
plares por correo de articulos
tan dificiles de encontrar como
copias de una gufa de teléfonos
de La Habana de 1958 y placas
que destacan pedazos de anti-

guos edificios cubanos.

(Olivia Mufioz es reportera de
Hispanic Link News Service en
Washington, DC. Para obtener una lis-
ta gratis de 35 tiendas y organiza-
ciones que destacan los regalos con
"sabor latino", comuniquense con ella

LUBBOCK, TEXAS

PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICER

The City of Lubbock, TX (population 196,000) will be accepting applications
for Police Officer positions on Now. 6, 2000 through Dec. 29, 2000 from 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM. Applications may be picked up at two locations: the Human
Resources Department at 1625 13th Street, in Room 108, Monday - Friday. Or,
at the front desk of the Lubbock Police Department, 1015 9th Street, Monday
- Friday after 5:00 PM, and all day weekends. Applicants must be 21 to 35
years of age. For more information please call 776-3073 or 1-800-621-0793. The

City of Lubbock is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Salary: $15.62 Hourly/$32,506.24 Annually

For more information about the Lubbock Police Department, visit our web
site at www.lubbockpolice.com. For more information about the City of

Lubbock, Visit www.ci.lubbock.tx.us

Latino Shoppers,
Entrepreneurs Meet At

Santa’s Internet Worksho

By Olivia Murioz

From charro outfits and
Mexican-brand salsas to trendy
T-shirts and cosmetics with
names like Hot Tamale and Es-
panDola, shopping for unique,
Latin-flavored gifts this holiday
season is just a click of the
mouse away.

A survey by Hispanic Busi-
ness magazine and Zogby Inter-
national of 1,155 adults nation-
wide found that 49 percent of
Latinos polled had made an on-
line purchase between Decem-
ber 1999 and February of this
year. Many Latino entrepre-
neurs are taking advantage of
those figures.

Mexgrocer.com, a new bilin-
gual Web site offering more
than 1,000 Mexican-brand pro-
ducts like Jumex, Gamesa, Dofia
Maria and Chocolate Abuelita,
will be selling "Canastas Navide-
rias" gift baskets. They will
range from $30 to $50 and will
feature Mexican beverages, sal-
sas or candy products.

The site also sells piriatas, re-
ligious votive candles, and soaps
from México.

"We offer a lot of the brands
that people grew up with, and
young Latinos want to kmow,"
says Ignacio Herndndez, found-
er and CEO of Mexgrocer.com.
"What we want to sell is nostal-

a.
. Knowing that the Latino
community has strong ties with
culture is key, says Elizabeth
Bartolo, founder of Ella Cos-
metics, which offers a full line of
make-up, including lipsticks
named Caliente, Chismosa and
Guapa; eye shadows named Cin-
co de Mayo, Mi Tierra and Sies-
ta;, and stick make-up with
names such as Flan, Dulce and

Yuca.

The Florida-based Cuban-
American entrepreneur
launched ellacosmetics.com in
February. A 1999 U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce survey
showed that 12.6 percent of
U.S. Latino households use the
Internet.

Bartolo says she has made
$25.000-$30,000 since then and
expects to gross up to $200,000
in 2001. Ellacosmetics.com will
feature gift sets for Christmas
grith prices ranging from $7 to

21.

Specialty clothing has also

taken its business on-line. Al-

varez Enterprises has been sell-
ing Western and charro cloth-
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ing, hats and boots for more
than 12 years. Now AlvarezEn-

terprises.com is helping take
business beyond the Los An-

geles area.

Zoot suits and other pachuco
memorabilia are available at el-
pachuco.com, which offers the
flashy clothes and accessories as
well as personalized checks, li-
cense plates, greeting cards, art
prints and, of course, the movie
"Zoot Suit."

Those looking for a more

modern look can log on to Raza-
ClothingCo.com for T-shirts,

hats, sweats and a new line of
denim wear that creator Robert
Montalvo says rivals the leading
mainstream designer brands.

The on-line satirical site
Pocho.com offers T-shirts featur-

'ing designs by "La Cucaracha"

cartoonist Lalo Alcaraz. Also
available is his 2001 cartoon cal-
endar.

"A lot of people don't know
how to do it right," says Digital
Aztldn President Sal Rojas of
the on-line businesses. "Things
have to be done in an easy-to-
follow and professional manner."
Rojas started selling music by
Latino hip-hop artists on
Brownpride.com with partner
Javier Oseguera.

"People from Texas and Chi-
cago were asking for albums by
Latino artists they heard at lo-
cal hip-hop shows," says Rojas,
who also plans to start selling
clothing in late November.

He says people began sending
E-mail inquiries to his Web site,
and demand prompted him to
supply music on-line.

Although on-line businesses
have opened the doors to many
new entrepreneurs, traditional
methods of gift-buying and shop-
ping are still available, even
though many have begun to off-
er their wares on-line.

Mixing past and present is
Maria Guevara, who began her
business in Hollywood, Fla., just

a year ago when a friend asked

her to design a guayabera for a
loved one. Guevara soon

POSTAL JOBS
Up to $15.91/Hr..

Full Benefits. No Experience.
For Application & Exam Info.
Call (800) 842-7778 X 3008
Mon-Fri 9am-6 pm

o Mejor®

. Comidal
icana.
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f./
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MONTELONGO'S
RESTAURANT
3021 Clovis Rd - 762-3068

TransCom Wireless Center, Inc.

www.transcomtexas.com
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launched Cuervo, a line of cus-
tomized guayaberas, traditional
pleated, embroidered button-
down shirts. Panama hats and
men's skin care products are also
available.

Cuervorecently went on-line
as Cuervoformen.com and will be
offering leather shoes, wallets,
belts and other products shortly.

" wanted to bring that old
world elegance back," says Gue-
vara of her merchandise. "]

wanted to promote the glamour
of the old world styles that have

started to become popular
again.”

Jackie Pérez, who along with
partner Carole ‘Ann Taylor

opened Little Havana To Go,
knows that products reminiscent
of the motherland can equal
profits. The Miami-based store
sells reproductions of old Cuban
logos and other memorabilia.

"We don't sell merchandise,
we sell culture," says Pérez. The
words have become the store's’
unofficial motto. "There's a busi-
ness to be made and a culture to
be known."

The store opened earlier this
year. It provides mail-order de-
livery of such hard-to-find items
as copies of a 19568 phone direc-
tory from Havana and plaques
featuring pieces of old Cuban
buildings.

(Olivia Mufioz is a reporter with
Hispanic Link News Service in
Washington, D.C.

SPC Spring
2001 Schedules
Available

Spring 2001 class schedules
for South Plains College are
now available.

SPC has scheduled spring
registration Jan. 8-9 at the SPC
Reese Center campus, Jan. 10-
11 at SPC Lubbock and Jan. 11
at SPC Levelland.

SPC Lubbock registration
will include sign-up for courses
offered at the downtown loca-
tion and at the Byron Martin
Advanced Technology Center in
Lubbock.

The schedules also list even-
ing courses and courses offered
through the Internet.

SPC's spring schedules are
available on-line by contacting
www.spc.cc.tx.us and can also be
obtained by contacting SPC at
T747-0576, ext. 4601 or 894-9611,
ext. 25670 or 2376.

Sj?m PLAINS COLLEGE
d EMPLOYMENT OFPPORTUNITIES

INSTRUCTIONAL.:

COMPUTER
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

CHEISTRY

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
NURSING
(Mental Health)

, HVAC
PROFESSIONAL:

ACCOUNTING MANAGER
CAMPUS POLICE

Request position description and ap-

plication packet from South Plains
College, Human Resources Office,
Maria Chapa, 1401 S. College Ave.,
Levelland, Texas, 79336, (806) 747-
0576, ext. 2177.

Complete employment listings
and descriptions are available at
our web site
www.spc.cc.tx.us
under "JOBS"
or call our employment
line (806) 894-2594

South Plains College reserves the right
to extend the search or not offer position
advertised. An Affirmative Actic~/Equal

Opportunity Educational Instit. - n.

iHable con su comadre, compadre
uier percona, cuando ellos le Ilaman por é

4¢ Opciones Completamente CRATISY

600 minutos

CELLULARONE®
Authorized Agent

Call us Today for Details!

4210-D 50TH ST.

LUBBOCK - 791-3692

791-3692

*CONDITIONS APPLY - CALL FOR DETAILS

Solving your communication needs of tommorrow, today!
LEVELLAND - 897-2929

1001 8TH ST.
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