Menudazo 1997

FEATURING STEPHANIE AT T-TOWN SUNDAY

;Ya H@O El
Menudazo!

El Editor in conjunc-
tion with the celebratlon
of 20 years of publishing
will stage it's biggest
Menudazo ever this wee-
kend when over 5000 per-
sons are expected to at-
tend the Festival.

A highlight of the Fes-
tival will be the tradition-
al softball tournament
which this year will host
over 60 teams that will

qualify for the Texas
State and Hispanic State
tournaments. Men and
women’s teams will be-
gin play on Saturday and
continued until Sunday

at ° Mackenzie, Mose
Hood and Slaton ball-
parks.

Admission to specta-
tors i1s free and conces-

sion stands serving
hamburgers, fajitas,
mexican food, snow-
cones, chocolate cucar-

achos and much more.

"El Respeto Al
Derecho Ajeno
Es La Paz"

Lic Benito Juarez
ESTABLECIDO 1977
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STEPHANIE
SINGING HER LATEST HIT
“PORQUE SOY MUJER”

Week ofJuly 24 thru X 30, 1997

e

On Sunday El Editor
will celeblate it’s birth-
day with a big party. The
Sunday Music Festival
will feature THE ALL
AMERICAN SWEET-
HEART STEPHANIE.

.A Battle of the Bands
will proceed the presen-
tation by Stephanie with
Destyno, Johnny G y El
Momento Mescal, De-
z60, Arena and a special
rap presentation by LBK
Mafia and Asylum. Win-
ners of the Battle of the
Bands will win a 5 hour
recording session at Bra-
20s Studio. The music
festival is being produced
with sound provided by
Dinamitte Production.

Proceeds from the ev-
ent will benefit the Lub-
bock Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce and Lub-
bock Centro Aztlan. The
Official Sponsors of the
Menudazo are El Editor
and Southwest Coca

Cola.
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Lubbock, Texas

Desplte Galns, Hispanics Still
Poorest, Least-Educated

According to a report re-
leased Monday by the Nation-
al Council of La Raza, , His-
panics are making key eco-
nomic gains, opening more
businesses and finding jobs
faster than ever, reports The
Dallas Morning News.

Comentarios
deBidal
by Bidal Aguero
Members of the Hispanic
Agenda met this past week
with Mayor Windy Sitton, un-
fortunately, because of our
hectic week of
trying to orga-
nize El Menu-
dazo, I was
unable to at-
tend. From
what I hear the |
session was a
little bit heated with members
of the Agenda questioning
first of all the appointment of
the Mayor’s Hispanic
Advisory Committee and then
going on to question hiring of
minorities at the City and
representation on the City
Boards.

Agenda members called the
the Mayor's Advisory
Committe a “one-sided group”
because it didn’t accurately
reflect the Hispanic
community , organizations
and neighborhood.

The Mayor admitted that the
Committee was simply a
group appoint to give he
additional input in her
decisions. “It's alwayw been
important to me to reach out to
as many segments of the
community as possible.” She
added that the Committee
really wasn’t official and that
it didn’t have a missionor
regular meeting times.

More on the meeting next
week. Gotta go eat some
Menudo!

**¥Pico de Gallo***

What's the use of having
something if it doesn’t do
anything?

" Happy Birthday Bidal
July 28th from All Your
Family, Friends and Staff

But the upbeat report had

bleak news overall: Hispan-
ics, the fastest-growing U.S.
minority group, remain the
poorest and least-educated

~ group in the United States.

The study found that only
53.4 percent of Hispanics had
graduated from high school,
compared with 83 percent of
whites and 73.8 percent for
African Americans. Simi-
larly, Hispanic median fam-
ily income was $24,570, com-

pared with $42,646 for whites
and $25,970 for African
Americans.

The numbers pose critical
challenges not just for the 32
million Hispanics nation-

wide but for the country, in

general, many at the conven-
tion said.

Currently, about one out of

every 10 Americans is of His-
panic origin, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau. The bu-

reau projects that by 2035, that

number will double.

"What happens to the His-
panic community is import-
ant to what happens to Ameri-
ca,” said Raul Yzaguirre,
president of group, the na-
tion's largest Hispanic ad-
vocacy organization. "This is
not a question of altruism, or
about doing the right thing.
This is about the future pros-
perity of this nation.”

Yzaguirre also issued a
stern warning to all politi-
cians, particularly Demo-
crats, looking to court His-
panics and their growing po-
litical influence. Their sup-

Rodgers Mural

Lubbock-The Lubbock Fine
Arts Center announces a re-
ception and the dedication of a
mural completed by artists
and youth from the Center’s
ArtCorps program. The recep-
tion will be held at the Rodg-
ers & Ammett Benson Center,
3200 Amherst Street from 5:30
to 7.30 p.m. on Monday, July
28. The didication and special
recognition will begin at 5:45
p.m.

On A Wing and A Prayer
was created over a six-week
period by professional artists
John Chinn and javier Marti-
nez, who worked with the fol-
lowing ArtCorps students:
David Acebedo-age 14, Robby
Castillo-age 15, Derrick Coop-
er-age 16, Eddie Diaz-age 15,
Rebecca Gonzales-age 16, El-
vin hardeman-age 17, Way-
land Lonza-age 16, and
Valentin Madrid-age 16.

Over four weeks the
artists and students worked

Dedication

collaboratively to design and
paint the 14’x44° mural. The
finished product is a result of
their efforts to work together to
develop ideas that represent a

combination of cross cultural
concepts. The mural 18 a

blending of the cultures of the
United States and Mexico,
and reflects the heritage of the
Arnett-Benson area.
ArtCorps, 18 a com-
ponent of SMART (Summer
Mission ARt Reaching
Texas), and employs youth
through JobSource+ to work
with professional artists in
art projects that benefit the
community and neighbor-
hoods. Funded through a
Community Development
Block Grant, the mural pro-
ject was a collaborative effort
between the Fine Arts Center,
the Parks & Recreation De-
partment and community
members of the Ammett-Ben-

son neighborhoos.

port for Democrats in the past
has almost been automatic

"Our past support won't re-
flect future support,” Yza-
guirre said. "We're talking
about a people who's much
more politically conscious,
more sophisticated and who
are clearly saying, “Hey,
we're not afraid anymore to
speak up.' We intend to make
sure there is a cost of going
against our interest and there
is a reward for those who sup-
port us.

About 30 percent of Hispa-
nic children live in poverty,
compared with 29 .3 percent for
African Americans and 11.2
percent for whites, according
to the Urban Institute.

Yzaguirre called for a
several initiatives to help im-
prove the situation. Among
them, he called for innovative
approaches such as communi-
ty-based charter schools to
help address the quality of
schooling for Hispanic stud-
ents and better housing op-
tions for poor working His-
panics.

The report had some good
news. It states that Hispanic
women, who traditionally had
lower-paying jobs, are now
employed in more profession-
al jobs. The percentage of
Hispanic women classified
as managers increased from

14.7 percent to 17.5 percent bet-

ween 1990 and 1996.

By comparison, 12.1 per-
cent of Hispanic men hold
professional jobs. And busi-
nesses owned by Hispanic
women represent one of the
fastest-growing sectors in the
economy.

Overall, the number of
Hispanic-owned businesses -
862,605 - has risen by 76.1 per-
cent over the last decade. The
firms generated more than
$76.8 billion in gross receipts
in 1992, compared with $32.8
billion in 1987.

"There are definitely some
good signs,” Yzaguirre said.
"But there is a lot more that

needs to be done.’

The NCLR can be reached on
the internet at HN2263@ hand-
snet.org

News Brieils

Clinton Defends
Affirmative Action

President Clinton is mounting a strong defense of affirma-
tive action, calling recent cuts in minority graduate enroll-
ment ‘shocking” and a sign American is moving "in exactly
the wrong direction," reports Associated Press.

The decline in minority students at law schools in Califor-
nia and Texas next year shows what can happen when Ameri-
cans fail to talk out and resolve racial problems, Clinton told
the National Association of Black Journalists in Chicago on
Thursday.

Earlier in the day, the president appealed for racial recon-
ciliation in a Pittsburgh speech to the NAACP. But there was no
mention of the recent controversy over whether the government
should officially apologize for slavery, although he mentioned
‘our long history of black-white issues rooted in slavery."

He said he is "a little stumped" by the "shocking conse-

quences” of plunging minority graduate school enrollments in
California and Texas where affirmative action programs were

ended.

‘I don't understand that," Clinton said. "It's a great concern
to me. I think it is moving the country in exactly the wrong di-
rection.”

"The differences between people are so deep and so in-
grained, it is so easy to scratch the surface and have something
go wrong,” Clinton said. "We really have not only an oppor-
tunity but an obligation to address and to better resolve the vex-
Ing, perplexing, often painful issues surrounding our racial
history and our future."

Clinton said he believes voters who approved ending af-
firmative action through California's Proposition 209 last year
never intended to cause lower minority enrollments.

Conference Committee: No Labor

Protections for Workfare

Associated Press reports that Republican leaders in Con-
gress agreed Friday to try to exempt welfare recipients on work
assignments from minimum wage and other workplace pro-
tections.

The agreement came during a daylong House-Senate meet-
ing to resolve differences between their budget bills and present
a unified GOP position for bargaining with the Clinton admin-
1stration.

Clinton, backed by labor unions, supports labor protections

| for workfare workers.

Governors want to exempt workfare workers to make it easi-
er and less expensive to meet work requirements imposed by
federal welfare reform. The governors argued that recipients
in community service jobs are being trained, not officially
working.

If welfare recipients were considered "workers," states
might have to pay Social Security taxes on their wages, plus
workers' compensation and unemployment insurance pay-
ments. Welfare recipients also might be entitled to the earned-
income tax credit, which aids the working poor .

Many high-profile issues remained unresolved Friday, in-
cluding differences on Medicare, proposals to charge wealthier
seniors higher premiums and raise the eligibility age. Nego-
tiators said they had agreed on food stamps and student loans
and were close to agreement on a new children's health pro-
gram and most welfare issues.

Reno: Close Gap in
Drug Sentencing

Attorney General Janet Reno and the nation's drug policy

director have recommended closing, but not eliminating, the
disparity in mandatory sentences for possession of crack co-

caine vs. powder cocaine, reports The New York Times.

The recommendation was issued in a letter that Reno and
Gen. Barry McCaffrey sent to President Clinton on July 3.

The officials said federal judges should be required to im-
pose a minimum prison term of five years for possession of 25
grams of crack or 250 grams of powder cocaine, the newspaper |
reported. |

Federal law now requires a five-year minimum sentence
for possession of 5 or more grams of crack. For powder cocaine,
the threshold for a five-year sentence is 500 grams or more.

The recommendation would narrow the sentencing dispari- |
ty from the current 100 to 1 down to 10 to 1.

In 1995, the Federal Sentencing Commission recommended
equalizing the penalties for possession and sale of the two var-
ieties, partly because of complaints of racial bias. More than 90
percent of defendants in the more heavily penalized crack
cases are black, compared with only 25 percent of powder de-
fendants.

The proposal could find resistance among some congress-
men, but judges have been looking for more flexibility in sen:
tencing for ecrack cocaine cases.

"Those who sell crack ought to be punished more," Reno told
black police executives in Miami Monday, noting the violence
and havoc it wreaks on inner cities. But she said the disparity
was far too extreme, and was percewed as unfair in the black
community.

The Supreme Court in April rejected an appeal challenging
as racially discriminatory the federal sentencing laws that
punish crack cocaine offenders more harshly than those caught

with powdered cocaine.

Senate Bars Abortion Coverage

Most abortions for federal employees would remain uncov-
ered by worker health insurance under a measure the Senate
approved today as part of a $25.2 billion spending bill, reports
Associated Press.

The vote was 54-45 in favor of the amendment.

"It would permit federal employee health plans to cover abor-
tion only in the cases of rape, incest and threats to the life of the
mother " said Sen. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio, who sponsored the
measure. He said the ban, in force since 1984 except for 1994
and 1995 outlaws "taxpayer subsidy of abortions for federal
workers."

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif, said the measure unfairly

"singles out female federal employees and denies them a med
ical benefit available to all other working women. It is wrong.”

"Time and again, members come to the floor to talk about
how they support women's health,” said Sen. Patty Murray, D-
Wash., another opponent who said 1t would "take reproductive

health of women away from women.
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The Holiday Nobody Celebrates

By Antonio M. Stevens-Ar-
royo

July 25 came and went this
year without hoopla. It's a le-
gal holiday in Puerto Rico, but
almost no one in the United
States would recognize July 25
as different from any other
day of the year. It's the holi-
day nobody celebrates because
of changing times.

For a while, the Puerto Rican
government tried to pass off
this date as Constitution Day,
commemorating the event
that, in 1952, created the pres-
ent commonwealth status for
the island. But it is actually
the anniversary of the land-
ing by U.S. troops in 1898 to
invade and annex Puerto
Rico as a territorial colony.
Nearly 100 years later, this
power grab is scarcely
something to be celebrated in
a world where all other em-
pires have faded.

Why should anybody in the
United States be happy that
Uncle Sam still plays the role
of Darth Vader on the inter-
national scene?

Certainly, neither the pro-
statehood nor pro-indepen-
dence advocates in Puerto
Rico are happy. Nor are sup-

porters of commonwealth, at
least since 1978. I was part of a
negotiating team that finally
brought the centrist Popular
Democratic Party to admit be-
fore the United Nations that
Puerto Rico was a colony.
Nearly 20 years later,
Washington still hasn't un-
derstood the way Puerto Ri-
cans think about this issue.
Unable to get Congress to
take action, Puerto Ricans
voted in 1993 to reject state-
hood and to amend the com-

monwealth status so that it in-
cluded Puerto Rican sover-
eignty.

Presented with the argument
that unless the island was for-
mally exempt from the clause
in the U.S. Constitution that
gives Congress the right to
rule a "territory," Puerto Ri-
cans voted to remove that
country from this territorial
clause.

Instead of listening to the
democratic choice of a major-
ity of Puerto Ricans, however,
the Republican-dominated
Congress of 1994 drafted new
legislation that not only re-
jected the results of the vote,
but drafted its own formula,
specifically omitting what
Puerto Ricans had just cho-
gen.

This objectionable legisla-
tion is now reincarnated as
the Young Project and is tak-
ing up space on a congres-
sional agenda crowded with
items as crucial as the federal
budget, educational benefits
and welfare reforms. The ev-
er-aggressive Don Young (R-
Alaska) already has a reputa-
tion for riding roughshod over
environmental concerns, and
there is great fear that his
heavy-handed approach to the
Puerto Rican question will
result in legislation that will
prolong the ineffectiveness of
Washington.

For anyone interested, be-
sides the 1993 vote, there was a
so-called Puerto Rican
"plebiscite” in 1967. That
year, the voters also chose
commonwealth. When Luis
Ferré, founder of the pro-
statehood New Progressive
Party, was asked in 1968 how
he could continue to promote
statehood when the people had

just finished choosing com-
monwealth status the year be.-
fore, he answered: "That was
valid for 1967. This is 1968."

Because he didn't like the

verdict of the voters, Ferré
and his followers simply re.
jected the voice of the people,
just as Washington did inp
1993. The Young Project off-
ers no guarantees that the gad
experience of 1967 and 1993
won't be repeated, adding to,
rather than alleviating, the
grief of Puerto Ricans.

There is a solution to this
problem, and I think that end-
ing 100 years of colonialism
is a noble enough goal to merit
the boldness of action that the
solution requires. The an-
swer for the dilemma is to
conduct a true and fair ple-
biscite under rules estab-
lished by the United Nations.

That might have been a prob-
lem in the days of the Cold
War, but this is a new era for
international cooperation.
Besgides, there is a Latino, Bill
Richardson, who is now our
U.N. ambassador, and he has
more insight than any of his
processors in how to resolve
the problem.

The steps outlined by inter-
national law are clear:

1. All foreign troops must be
withdrawn before any elec-
tion. This is common sense.
How can you have a free elec-
tion if the country is occupied
by U.S. troops and espionage
agencies, such as the FBI?

2. The colonials must be al-
lowed to spell out their choices
without interference from the
foreign power. Why should
Don Young from Alaska tell
Puerto Ricans what they are
allowed or not allowed to do?
Nobody elected him to that,

and Puerto Ricans need to be
free to choose for themselves
by convoking a plebiscite con-
vention.

3. The election results must
be monitored by impartial
third countries. Counting the
votes needs to be done fairly,
so all sides are sure there
were no shenanigans.

4. The foreign power has to
renounce beforehand any
claim of sovereignty over the
colony, so that the vote of the
people really decides the is-
sue. This is the clause that
brings real self-determina-
tion. Anything else is equiv-
alent to allowing the United
States the last word and mak-
ing the vote a referendum that
does not observe the rules of
international law.

These four steps are the best
way to insure that the stain of

imperialism is removed from
the United States. Only by fol-
lowing the basic outlines of
this formula can Puerto Rico
avoid the impasse that allows
a losing side in any vote to
deny that the verdict is bind-
ing.

It would be a historic
achievement if a Latino am-
bassador for the United States
would report to the United Na-
tions that international law
will be followed in the case of
Puerto Rico. The day that hap-
pens, there will be a holiday
everybody will be able to cele-
brate.

(Dr. Antonio M. Stevens-Arroyo, for-
merly vice-chairman of the New York
State Committee for the U.S. Commis-
gion on Civil Rights, is professor of
Puerto Rican Studies at Brooklyn
College, City University of New York,
and president of the Program for the
Analysis of Religion, or PARAL))

(e) 1997, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate.

Kl Feriado Que Nadie Celebra

Por Antonio M. Stevens-Ar-
royo

Este afo el 25 de julio llegé y
ge fué sin alboroto. Lega-
mente es un dfa festivo en
Puerto Rico, pero casi nadie
en los Estados Unidos recono-
ceria al 25 de julio como di-
ferente a cualquier otro dia
del afio. Es el feriado que na-
die celebra debido a los cam-
bios del tiempo.

Aunque durante algin tiem-
po el gobierno de Puerto Rico
traté de hacer pasar esta fecha
como el Dia de la Constitucién
conmemorando el aconteci-
miento de 1952 que creé la sit-
uaciéon actual de Estado Libre
Asociado para la isla, es

realmente el aniversario del

desembarco de las tropas esta-
dounidenses en 1898 para 1n-
vadir a Puerto Rico y anexar-
la como una colonia territori-
al. Casi 100 afios después, este
apoderamiento es  dificil-
mente algo para celebrar en
un mundo donde todos los de-
mds imperios se han desva-
necido.

(Por qué deberia alegrarse
alguien en los Estados Unidos
de que el Tio Sam desempefie
ain el papel de Darth Vader
en la escena internacional?

En verdad, ni los estadiastas
ni los independentistas de
Puerto Rico se sienten felices
y -- por lo menos desde 1978 --
tampoco lo han estado los par-
tidarios del Estado Libre Aso-
ciado. Fui miembro de un
grupo de negociadores que fi-
nalmente llevé al centrista
Partido Popular Democratico
a reconocer ante las Naciones
Unidas que Puerto Rico era
una colonia.

Casi 20 afios después,
Washington todavia no se ha
enterado del modo en que los
puertorriquefios piensan so-
bre este asunto. Incapaces de
lograr que el Congreso actu-
ara, en 1993 los puertorrique-
flos votaron para rechazar la
estadidad y enmendar la sit-
uacién de Estado Libre Aso-
ciado para que incluyera la
soberania de Puerto Rico. Ar-
gumentando que a menos que
la isla estuviera formalmente
exenta de la cldusula de la
Constitucién de los Estados

Unidos que da al Congreso el
derecho de gobernar a un
"territorio," los puertorrique-
flos votaron para sacar al pais
de esta cldusula territorial.

En vez de escuchar a la se-
leccién democrdtica de wuna
mayoria de los puertorrique-
fios, sin embargo, el Congreso
de 1994, controlado por los re-
publicanos, redacté una legis-
laci6bn nueva que no s6lo re-
chazaba los resultados de
aquella votacién, sino que es-
bozaba su propia férmula, que
especificamente omitia lo que
los puertorriquefios acababan
de seleccionar.

Este proyecto de legislacién,
totalmente objetable, ha re-
encarnado ahora como el
Proyecto Young y estd toman-
do espacio en un programa de
trabajo congresional conges-
tionado de asuntos tan criticos
como un presupuesto federal,
programas de assistencia
publica econémica y para ed-
ucacién. El siempre agresivo
Representante Don Young
(republicano por Alaska),
quien ya tiene la reputacién
de pisotear los asuntos am-
bientales, y hay un gran
temor de que su enfoque de
mano pesada a la cuestiéon de
Puerto Rico resultard en leg-
islacién que prolongue la ine-
ficacia de Washington.

Para cualquier persona que
esté interesada, ademads de la
votacién de 1993, hubo un lla-
mado "plebiscito” en Puerto
Rico en 1967. En aquel afio,
los electores seleccionaron
también al Estado Libre Aso-
ciado. Cuando a Luis Ferré,
fundador del estadista Nuevo
Partido Progresista se le pre-
gunté en 1968 cémo podia con-
tinuar apoyando a la estadi-
dad cuando el pueblo acababa
de seleccionar la situacién de
Estado Libre Asociado el afio
anterior contest6: "Eso era
valido para 1967. Ahora esta-
mos en 1968."

Puesto que a él no le gustaba
el veredicto de los electores,
Ferré y sus seguidores sencil-
lamente rechazaron la voz del
pueblo, tal como lo hizo
Washington en 1993. ' El
Proyecto Young no ofrece gar-

antias de que las tristes ex-
periencias de 1967 y 1993 no
serdn repetidas, agregando al
pesar de los puertorriquefios
antes que mitigarlo.

Hay una solucién para este
problema, y creo que el poner
fin a 100 afios de colonialismo
es un objetivo lo suficiente-
mente noble como para mer-
ecer la intrepidez de la accién
que la solucién exige. La re-
spuesta al dilema es la reali-
zacién de un plebiscito veridi-
co y justo bajo las normas es-
tablecidas por las Naciones
Unidas.

Eso podria haber sido un
problema en la época de la
Guerra Fria, pero ésta es una
época nueva para la coopera-
cibn internacional. Ademasis,
hay un latino, Bill Richard-
son, que es ahora nuestro em-
bajador ante las Naciones
Unidas, y que tiene més dis-
cernimiento que cualquiera
de sus antecesores sobre el
modo de resolver el problema.

Los criterios delineados por
el derecho internacional son
claros:

1. Todas las tropas extran-
jeras deben ser retiradas
antes de efectuar cualquier
eleccién. ;Cémo se puede cel-
ebrar elecciones libres si el
pais estd ocupado por tropas
estadounidenses y dependen-
cias de espionaje, tales como
la FBI?

2. A los residentes de la colo-
nia se tiene derecho a elegir
sin interferencia de una po-
tencia extranjera. ;Por qué
deberia Don Young, de Alas-
ka, decir a los puertorrique-
fios qué se les permite hacer o
no hacer? Nadie lo eligié a él
para hacer esto, y los puertor-
riquefios necesitan ser libres
para decidir por ellos mismos
al convocar a una convencién
de plebiscito.

3. Los resultados de las elec-

ciones deben ser observados
por terceras naciones impar-
ciales. El conteo de los votos
necesita hacerse equitativa-
mente, para que todas las
partes estén seguras de que no
hubo triquifiuelas.

4. La potencia extranjera
tiene que renunciar de ante-
mano a cualquier alegato de
soberania sobre la colonia,
para que la votacién del pue-
blo verdaderamente decida el
asunto. Esta es la cldusula
que conlleva a la verdadera
auto-determinacién. Cualqu-
ler otra cosa es equivalente a
permitir a los Estados Unidos
tengan la udltima palabra y a
hacer que la votacién sea tni-
camente un referendo que no
cumpla las normas del der-
echo internacional.

Estos cuatro pasos son el
mejor modo de asegurar que
ge quite la mancha del im-
perialismo de los Estados
Unidos. Sélo al seguir los lin-
eamientos bdsicos de esta foér-
mula podrd Puerto Rico evitar
la pardlisis que permite a la
parte perdedora de la votacién
negar que el veredicto sea de
cumplimiento obligatorio.

Seria un logro histérico el
que un embajador latino que
representa a los Estados Uni-
dos informara a las Naciones
Unidas que se cumplirdn las
normas del derecho interna-
cional en el caso de Puerto
Rico. El dia en que eso ocurra,
habrd un dia de fiesta que to-

dos serdan capaces de celebrar.

(El Dr. Antonio M. Stevens-Arroyo,
anteriormente vice-presidente del
Comité del Estado de Nueva York
para la Comigién de los Estados Uni-
dos sobre los Derechos Civiles, es cat-
edriatico de estudios puertorriquenos
en la Escuela Superior de Brooklyn,
Universidad Municipal de Nueva
York, y presidente del Programa para
el Andlisis de la Religién, o PARAL).

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1997
Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times Syndicate.
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Sittin’ Here
Thinkin’

Shift and Shaft
by Ira Cutler

The news is that in New York and California, home to 3.5
million out of the nation's 11 million welfare recipients, the
Republican Governors and Democratic State Legislatures are
locked in a struggle over welfare reform. In part, the battle
comes because there are still some Democrats in these states
who remember what being a Democrat used to mean and they
are stubbornly holding forth on behalf of poor people. But the
real problem is that in these states, with their large numbers of
recipients, the "just go to work" welfare reform plan is simply
never going to work. .

Consequently, the states are carrying on the debate that the
federal government told us was over - issues like benefits lev-
els, how long recipients can stay on, and how to provide train-
ing, child care and supportive services are alive and kicking
and still not decided on the coasts.

All of this is like coming home for me. In the 1970's and 80's,
I worked as a County Welfare Director and I danced and tip-
toed through thorny political issues. I learned that no one liked
the welfare system and everyone knew what I ought to be doing
to fix it. Their advice, boiled down, always came out to be some
version of "kick the bums off but take good care of the good
people.” The "good people", the deserving poor, were very
young children, the elderly and the disabled. The "bad people”,
the bums, were, by and large, the parents of the children.

Whenever I could, I avoided these discussions. I did not want
to talk welfare with the plumber, or at the supermarket or at a
party. I found that there was no winning these debates and, in
truth, I had little to say about who actually received welfare. In
those days, people received public assistance because they were
needy. The conventional wisdom then was that it was a good
thing to help the needy - this was a long time ago and America
had not yet been sold the bill of goods that helping people de-
stroys their moral fiber.

I was also a County employee and was often involved in dis-
cussions and negotiations with the State government. We
County people did not like the State people one bit - we felt they
were too far from the problems to really understand, that they
thought they were better and smarter than we were, and that the
State government created dumb programs and then made us
implement them. Countiesa felt about the State, in other words,
exactly as the States feel about the Federal Government and
with just as much venom. When the State passed down to Coun-
ties what we felt was their problems, and gave us too little fi-
nancial support, and crammed stupid regulations down our
throats, we County people called that "Shifting The Shaft" and
we fumed over it.

Recently, the States agreed to, and in some instances pleaded
for, a transfer of responsibility for the welfare system from the
Federal to the State level. In doing so, they committed one of the
greatest examples of Self-Shafting ever on record. In this new
deal, the states are expected to place unskilled, poorly educated,
frequently borderline disabled people into jobs for which they
are not suited, are expected to end teen pregnancy by preaching
abstinence and are expected to deal with the massive child wel-
fare and foster care issues that will surely arise when families
with children are summarily cut off assistance.

Why would they do it? Why would the States embrace this
hand-off of such a difficult set of pmblemﬂ'? There are essen-
tially three reasons.

First, in the old system Federal funds came to a State as
match for budgeted State funds. If a State needed more Federal
dollars, it had to budget at least some State dollars as its share.
With "welfare reform," the Federal money will continue to go
to a State, even if the State withdraws its support for welfare,
lowers its monthly grants to recipients, reduces its caseload or
otherwise cuts its costs. As a result, Governors everywhere are
seeing the opportunity for short term windfalls that will allow
them to reduce taxes, build schools and get endlessly re-elected.
The matching formula, in the old system, was designed to en-
courage States to spend money on the poor. The elimination of
the matching feature, on the other hand, is a blatant invitation
to States to reduce State expenditures on welfare, without a re-
duction in Federal aid.

Second, the economy is booming and caseloads are going
down whether the States are doing any effective pmgrammmg
or not. (Caseloads are also going down because "welfare re-
form" has a self-fulfilling prophecy built-in -- some percentage
of recipients, hearing that they will have to go to work, will go to
work.) The opportunity for a Governor, in this environment, to
claim credit for shrinking welfare rolls, as the President is do-
ing, is irresistible.

And third, Governors hunger for the autonomy to run their
states as they see fit. Very big egos are at play here and some
Governors think they can solve social problems by the force of
their wills, if only they were freed of federal interference.

None of this would make any sense at all, except in an ex-
panding, booming economy and job market. The real down-
side to welfare reform, from a State point of view, is that a State
will receive a fixed number of dollars for welfare and that allo-
cation will not increase as caseloads grow. Previously, States
were assured that, as the numbers of recipients grew, in a re-
cession for example, the Federal Government would keep con-
tributing. The welfare "entitlement", the guarantee of aid for
all who need it, was an entitlement and a cushion for States as
well as for families. Welfare reform not only cuts off individ-
ual recipients, it cuts off States.

No County official I ever worked for would have been dumb

enough, or politically cold blooded enough, to take this deal.
The States should have looked beyond the short term advantag-

es and opposed welfare reform and, if the political system had
worked, their opposition would have forced a closer look at the
underlying premises and problems that were built in from the
start. Instead, short-term political advantage won out over long
term policy soundness, not just in Washington but in the State
capitals. ,

When the economy tanks - it always does ‘eventually - the
States will be sitting there with reduced income and sales tax
revenues, no power to borrow for current operations, and angry,
hungry people banging on the door of the State welfare agency.
The States' ability to fund welfare, and still meet their respon-
sibilities for schools, roads, health care and all the rest will be
severely threatened.

And then, I suspect, they will re-invent the welfare system as
e used to know it.

EL EDITOR
Celebrating 20 Years
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News Briefs From Page One

States Lagging in Child Support

Computerization

S:ome of the largest states won't have their child-support col-
lection systems computerized by this fall's deadline, reports

Associated Press.

Despite $2.6 billion in federal and state money, just 15 states
have working computer systems to track deadbeat parents since

Congress agreed to pay most of the tab 17 years ago.

Meanwhile, 80 percent of all child support owed goes uncol-

lected.

In 1980, Congress agreed to pay 90 percent of the cost of com-
puterizing state systems, and in 1988, it required all states to
automate. But states underestimated the complexity and cost of
the computer project, according to a report by the General Ac-

counting Office to be released today

It blames the Health and Human Services Department for
ineffective federal leadership,” saying the department failed
to properly monitor state progress, punish states that fell behind

or assure that tax money was properly spent.

HHS ‘"allowed state systems with serious problems to
proceed, thus escalating spending with no assurance that effec-

tive, efficient systems would result - and many indicators to the
contrary,” the GAO said in the report, which was obtained by

The Associated Press.

Deadbeat parents owe $34.5 billion to their families and to
taxpayers, who pay billions in welfare to children whose fa-

thers don't support them.

States were supposed to have systems in place by October 1995,
but only one state met the deadline, and it was extended for two

years.

Now, nine states - including the high-population states of
California, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois and Pennsylvania - plus
the District of Columbia have told HHS that they won't be ready.

El Editor

PUBLIC NOTICE

MW Builders will

be bidding as

Prime

Contractors on the following project and would
appreciate quotes from suppliers from suppliers

and subcontractors:

1) Taxiway MIdland, TX

DOB: 07/24/97

We especially encourage quotations from
MBE/WBE/HUB firms. We are an EEO employer

M/F/N/H. Phone: 254-778-4241.
Fax: 254-778-9492.

Electrician

chemical or gas plant

equipment:

PLC programming

- Odessa, Texas

Texaco Exploration and Production has an immediate opening for
an ELECTRICIAN at our Headlee Gas Plant located in Odessa
Qualified applicants will possess:

*High school diploma or equivalent with a minimum of three years
experience as an electrician in an industrial setting such as a

*A strong background in electricity, electronics, pneumatics,
computers, PLC's, PSM, cryogenics, radios and telephones.

*Knownledge required to install, test and maintain the following

Motors and motors controls, PID loop controllers, H2S
analyzers, chromatographs, EFM’s VFD’s, PLC's, plant control and
shutdown systems, 2300 volt synchronous electric motor driven
compressors and 12,470 volt primary power distribution systems.

*Computers skills with Windows 95, Excel, Access, Wonderware and

*A strong working knownledge of OSHA, NEC and API specifications
with emphasis on PSM and hazardous area classification

* Self motivation, be able to prioritize work with little supervision
and be able to coordinate several projects simultaneously

If you work effectively in a team based organization, have a proven
history of achievement and seek the opportunity of applying your
technical skills in a growing and innovative energy company, send
your resume to Texaco E & P Inc., c/o Greg Yoxsimer P O. Box

"

_ La Leccion Que
Beethoven Me Ensenio

Por Victor Landa

Le llamdbamos Beethoven.

El era uno de entre la colec-
cibn de mis maestros de la
antigua escuela de Nuevo
Laredo, del otro lado de la
frontera frente a Laredo,
Texas.

Eso no era una falta de re-
speto, le ddbamos un apodo a
cada profesor. En verdad, sélo
aquéllos maestros que no nos
gustaban eran los que resul-
taban victimas de nuestra in-
diferencia.

"La Tijera" fué mi maestro
de cuarto grado. El tenia pier-
nas largas que parecian ti-
jeras cuando caminaba por el
pasillo. "El Daime" (la mo-
neda de 10 centavos) era un
hombre compacto que no me-
dia més de cinco pies y ense-
naba historia en la escuela
intermedia. "La Luna" ense-
fnaba dlgebra. "La Dona" en-
sefilaba quimica, y Beethoven
era el maestro de musica de la
escuela.

Era un hombre de poca estat-
ura, redondo, de piel obscura,
con el cabello delgado, y dedos
regordetes. Siempre usaba
guayaberas y tenia una voz
que sonaba como si su gar-
ganta estuviera hecha de gra-
villa.

El comienzo de cada clase
era el mismo. El nos hacia

cantar unas cuantas estrofas
de la "Oda a la Alegria" de

Beethoven( Ludwig van, en
este caso). Golpeaba las cuer-
das de un piano vertical con
teclas amarillentas, levan-
tando su mano izquierda de
vez en cuando para marcar el
tiempo con un movimiento li-
gero de la murneca. Mientras
mas fuerte tocaba, mas fuerte
cantdbamos nosotros, y mien-
tras mads fuerte cantaramos
nosotros, mds enérgicamente
golpeaba las teclas.

Su voz grave tenfa la gama
de una puerta de rejilla -- es-
taba fija en una nota y era
prdactica. Sus clases termina-
ban siempre del mismo modo.
Nos apresurdbamos para sa-
lir y lo dejabamos solo con su
desilusién. No podria haber
sido facil ensefiar musica a
una banda de chicos alboro-
tadores.

Pero Beethoven (el maestro,
en este caso) tenia un amor
profundo por la musica, y fué
Beethoven (el que fué tanto
maestro como compositor)
quien me ensefi6 la belleza
del arte.

Sucedié de modo bastante ac-
cidental. Yo me habia queda-
do en la escuela después de
clases una tarde y estaba pa-
sando por el salén de musica
cuando of los sonidos mas
maravillosos que se filtraban
hacia el pasillo. Dentro del
salén, Beethoven estaba sen-
tado al piano, tocando la mu-
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sica maravillosa, sin atender
a nada que le rodeaba. Era
casl como s8i las notas estu-
vieran sacdndole de la
guayabera. Sus ojos estaban
cerrados, sus cejas alzadas,
sus dedos regordetes bailaban

sobre las teclas y la musica
llenaba el salén.

Habfa un poder en ella que
transformaba al hombrecito
redondo, lo elevaba y lo lleva-
ba a algin otro lugar. Era un
poder que hablaba en un idio-
ma que no podia escucharse
con los ofdos. Era un idioma
que se sentia, el idioma y la
voz del arte.

Hay actualmente un movi-
miento en el Congreso para
acallar esa voz. En el celo
prdactico para recortar el pre-
supuesto federal, la Fondo
Nacional para las Artes
(NEA en inglés) ha sido sefi-
alado para su extincién.

Actualmente, el presupuesto
de la NEA es poco més de $99
millones, lo cual equivale a
38 centavos por cada hombre,
mujer y nifio de los Estados
Unidos. Pero dada la publici-
dad negativa que el Fondo ex-
perimenté en el decenio de
1980, hasta estos centavos se
ven como algo excesivo.

Cada vez que se menciona a
la NEA, la gente piensa in-
mediatamente en Robert Ma-
plethorpe, el fotégrafo que es-
cenific6 wuna controversial
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USTED PUEDE TENER AHORA SU "PROPIO"

exhibicién en Nueva York
hace un decenio. Sin embar-
go, la NEA ha existido dura-

nte 30 afios y en ese tiempo ha
otorgado mas de 112,000 sub-
vencaones. De todas éstas, no
mds de 45 han sido contro-
vertidas. Ese no es un histori-
al malo.

No debe pasarse por alto que
la NEA es responsable de la
conservacién del arte folklér-
ico y regional en todo el pais;
que apoya a pintores, es-
critores, musicos y composi-
tores que dan una voz al alma
de nuestro pafs, que da vida a
los talentos de cientos de
miles de jévenes que tienen el
don de sacarmos de nuestras
guayaberas.

No debemos olvidar que las
artes, y no la politica, son la
VozZ que mantienen a una na-
ciébn civilizada. Pero la poli-
tica tiene el poder de silenciar
esa Voz.

La escuché por primera vez
hace muchos afios, filtrdan-
dose por los pasillos de mi es-
cuela. Serfa una verguenza el
pasaria por alto en un mo-
mento en que parece que la
necesitamos en mayor medi-
da.

(Victor Landa es director de infor-
macién de KVDA-TV Telemundo en
San Antonio, Texas.)

Propiedad literaria registrada por
Hispanic Link News Service en 1997
Distribuido por The Los Angeles
Times.

DOCTOR Y SU "HOGAR" MEDICO AQUI, EN EL
AREA DE LUBBOCK...

' FIRSTCARE

SOUTHWEST HEALTH ALLIANCES

¥

2100, Denver, CO 80201-2100 or fax your resume to 303-793-4343.
Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Resumes

must be received by August 4, 1997
Texaco is a Equal Qpportunity Employer M/F/D/V

1))

gaan

There's No Gamble With
HEARTLAND

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS

Your Town & Country Cable Connection!
1/2 Off New Installation

Basic Cable and
HBO, Plus
One Year of %
CINEMAX
Ail for Just

$34.%

per month.

80
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Call Today
6-792-2253

i~ www.onramp.net/heart!and

*
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A CHANNEL FOR EVERYONE
m
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Bajo este plan, tendréd usted una red de proveedores, que incluye Proveedores de Cuidados Primarios y

.. . Presentamos el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE,
por gentileza de FIRSTCARE y sus amigos del Hospital Metodista

y Hospital Infantil Metodista, la gente en quien usted confia.

jAcceso a servicios médicos las 24 horas del dia!

Asistir a clases de educacion sobre la salud;

Seleccionar el doctor apropiado para usted y su familia;

Con el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE

Vera a "su" doctor en menos tiempo. Ya no hay largas esperas en la Sala de
Emergencia;

La atencion médica se ofrece en su propio vecindario;

Cada uno de los miembros de su familia podra tener un '"Proveedor de
Cuidados Primarios (PCP)" para cuidar totalmente de su salud;

Tendra a su disposicion, durante 24 horas al dia, una linea de teléfono gratuita
de servicio al cliente, para recibir respuestas a sus preguntas sobre problemas
de la salud;

Tenemos representantes de servicio al cliente y PCPs que hablan inglés y
espainol y que atenderan sus preguntas; Yy,

Ofrecemos un servicio de guarderia para los nifios durante sus citas
programadas, siempre que haya confirmado dicho servicio con su Proveedor de

Cuidados Primarios.

Esto significa mucho para usted. Con este programa podra:

Mantener sanos a sus hijos y proporcionarles chequeos médicos regulares
e inmunizaciones (vacunas);

Recibir atencion médica prenatal temprana para garantizar su salud y la de su
bebe, y

e S S ——

Especialistas, el Hospital Infantil y Clinicas Especializadas, la misma atenci6n médica de calidad que usted

espera del Hospital Metodista. Este plan se ofrece en los condados de Lubbock, Crosby, Floyd, Garza, Hale,

Si tiene preguntas sobre la inscripciOn llame a la linea directa

Hockley, Lamb, Lynn y Terry.

de servicio al Cliente de STAR, al 1-800-964-2777
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Si tiene preguntas sobre el Plan de salud STAR de
FIRSTCARE, llame a la Ifnea directa, al 1-800-431-7798
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The Lubbock Warriors §
Boxing Club will be hosting T

the boxing portion of theTexas . oo
Games to take place this wee- =SS

kend here in Lubbock The
Texas Games are a series of

games that provide incentive

b,
-.'JI
5
s ol
g,

L . i o e o o

rdge 4

ing

e Total number of entries re-

Host (rames Box

ceived for competition is cur-
rently 147. They come from
all corners of the state.
Among the biggest teams
coming are from Houston,
San Antonio, Ft. Worth, Dal-

for athletes of all ages and las, El Paso, Austin and
skill levels to develop their & = SN Waco.

physical talents and competi- & & Admission for the boxing is
tive abilities, the 1997 Games | $3 per person.

will present an opportunity = - The Games were organized
foor amateur athletes to com- ' : ."'}';: o . P by the Lubbock Sports Authori-

pete within their sports to win .Z;z |
the prestigious Games title
and statewide recognition.
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ty and the City of Lubbock
Parks and Recreation, with
the assistance from the Office

_The 1997 Games of Texas BB of Culture & Leisure Services
mu be held in Eports f‘a Cillti es “_. b e tlle Ltlhboc]{ chamber Of Cnm_
located in Lubbock. there will L i & " merce. the Convention and

be an estimated 6 500 athletes :
and 10,000 spectators in atten- [
dance.

The Games of Texas will
kick off with an Opening Cer-
emony at the Lubbock Munic-
ipal coliseum on Friday. July
25th at 7 p.m. and continue
throughout the following wee-
kend, July 26th to 27th.

There will be 21

GABRIEL

include

Some of the featured fighter
Henry Castillo,
Olympic; Javier Hernandez,

LIGHT MIDDLEWEIGHT JR. 156

SURITA LUBBOCK WARRIORS

NATIONAL PAL CHAMPION

Jr, Jr. Olympic, Edward Her-

nandez II, Open Class; Ga-
briel Surita, Open Class,

Jr.

LIGHTWEIGHT JR. 132

EDWARD HERNANDEZ III-LUBBOCK WARRIORS
TEXAS AND OKLAHOMA STATE CHAMPION

LULAC 263 Read]ItFirst

Annual Student In
Reception for El Editor
the Awarding

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Tourism Bureau of Lubbock,
Texas Tech University and
other local organizations.

Win A Home!
Close to TECH
Send Self Addressed )

Stamped Envelope
for Information to

sports it : ] ; e Encan
played in 1997 including soft- I Olympic; Ramon Garcia  Craig Mooring, Open Class  Of Scholarships | NewsChannel 11 J680 ¥0uin b7
bau’ thk and -ﬁEld, gﬂlf, Open CIHES; JOSEph H»Oﬂendﬂ Super Heav'y'welg]]t A 1 7.00 CBD) II'V has an Open_ Ft worﬂ‘1 'Ix 761%
horshoes, disc golf, soccer, [— = ug S pm ng for part-time produc- |
boxing, ‘baseball, paintball, | IMPRENTA MEXICANA CavazosJr.High ion assistant. Responsi-
Tae Kwon Do, tumbling/ HACEMOS. TACHE and ble for tape room opera-
trampoline, tennis swim- & 4 ot ' d ition Bad Credit? Erase Bad

The G.I. Forum Will Ions and crew posiuo t?

ming, fencing, karate, gym- |
nastics, volleyball, duathion,

The Boxing will take place

LUBBOCK REPRODUCTION

OFFSET PRINTING

also award scholm'shipﬁ n

newscasts. Weekend
& evening hours a must. |.

drug test required. Apply

Credit, Stop Creditor
Harrassment, Lower

bowling, roller hockey and -

: ; BuSINESS CARDS - LETTER HEADS - ENVELOPES 7D : .

judo. 2 INVOICES - INVITATIONS - DE BODAS - [Pk - Prefer previous experi- monthly payments, |
St | “'ﬁ ence. Pre-Employment| ]eliminate interest Send

$1 and SASE to:

at thE Lllbbﬂf.‘k Mummpa] Co- R A O JR 820 BUDDY HOLLY AVE ’

liseum starting Saturday i g A e | Wash Your Car I at KCBD TV, 5600 Ave-

evening at 7 pm and continu- 806.763-4356 LUBBOCK, At Home, Work ue A, Lubbock, Tx JC & Associates
ing at 1 pm on Sunday. = — — 1| orPlay-Call Today 9404. Deadline for appli- P.O. Box 967

ations is 8/1/97. E.O.E.

Lamesa, Tx 79331

BIG D
MOBILE
WASH

TRAINING SPECIALIST

The Training Department at Texas Tech University is
currently accepting applications for the position of Training
Specialist. The successful candidate will have a Bachelnr’s
degree in Business Education, Accounting or Business Ad-
ministration, and one year experience in training, educa-
tion, or accounting in an educational environment. Gourse
work in Accounting, Personnel Management or Education 1s
preferred. Apply at Texas Tech University Personnel De-
partment, Rm 143 Drane Hall, Box 41093, Lubbock, Texa

79409-1093.

By "' We Like To Loan Money"
U Locally Owned & Operated

762-2222

2121 4th St.

747-7043

1120 19th St.

BIG. NEWA.

Q PEN AIR MRI

Open Air MRI of Lubbock has some very BIG
news for you-
Open-On-All-Sides-MRI
Featuring
Especially good news for

Claustrophobia (no tunnel)
*Noise sensitlivity (quieter) |
*Those who want someone near to |
quell their fear
*Large West Texans (no size limit)
If an MRI is in your FUTURE, tell your physician
you want "OPEN AIR MRI".

$999 Down Buys

New Doublewide

. AA/EEO/ADA employer. REQ#436

-

-
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¥
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Call Today~
800-749-7795
806-749-003.

$499 Down Buys

"YOU'LL FEEL GOOD ABOUT THE WAY WE
”SEEH YOUII

OPEN AIR
2 LUBBOCK

New 16x80)
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

Call Today
800-749-7795
806-749-0033

Traditional tunnel-type MR imaging
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747-0383

1510 50th St.

806-792-OPEN or TOLL FREE 888-792-6738
3720 20th Street Lubbock, Texas 79410

FEATURING NATIONAL &
STATE RANK BOXERS
- SATURDAY - 7:00 PM
SUNDAY 1:00 PM

ADMISSION S5

For Hotel Information Call 1-800-692-4035
LUBBOCK, TEXAS

LUBBOCK MUNICIPAL COL
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Por Sofia Martinez

“Conciencia” es un juicio
practico de la razén que nos
dice lo que debemos de hacer y
lo que debemos de evitar, en

las circunstancias particu-
lares en que nos encontre-
mos. La conciencia puede ser
cierta o dudosa, o recta o erro-
nea, o escrupuwlosa o laxa. La
conciencia cierta y recta pro-
cede de un buen juicio y de un
corazén puro, y es la que debe-

" mos de esforzarmos por ad-

quirir. En la prdctica acordé-
monos de lo siguiente: 1. - Ja-
méas estd permitido contrariar
la conciencia, esto es, obrar
contra la que ella nos acon-
seje. 2. - Nunca es correcto ob-
rar con conciencia practica-

mente dudosa, sino que hay
que procurar quitar la duda y
seguir su sentencia, su opin-
16n 0 Su consejo mas seguro

LLa conciencia erronea, es-
crupulosa o laxa no debe ser-
virnos de guia en nuestros ac-
tos. para darnos cuenta del
estado de nuestra concienaa,
basta examinar cual es nues-
tro comportamiento al vernos
solos, sin testigos de nuestros
actos, o lejos de nuestros pa-
dres o deméds superiores. Los
que tienen conciencia re ga
obran rectamente, .estén solos
o estén acompanados. Pero,
los que tienen mala concien-
cia, al estar solos fAcilmente
cometen faltas, pecados y de-
scuidos

Los que no saben que un
acto estd prohibido, no pecan
al hacerlo, pero los que saben
y lo hacen, si cometen pecado
Los que obran dominados por
la pasién o por el temor, no
son tan culpables como los que
obran tranquilamente. Com-
eter alguna accién mala sin
darse cuenta, no es pecado;
pero si lo es, si se hace con
premeditacién. (San Mateo
19, 16-30. Marcos 10, 17-31
Lucas 18, 18-30).

Bring the Family
Come & Enjoy

MENUDAZO

Lots of FUN!

Booths, music, games,
FREE menudo & lot more

Music Festival Sunday
At T- Town Club

501 N. University
Starting Sunday

at 12 Noon

Ahora puede darle a

SU FAMILIA

un regalo util

para toda la vida.

UNA CASA.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Fiestas Del 16

Lubbock-Fiestas del llano
Inc. is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Miss Fiesas del llano Schol-
arship Pageant which will
take place during the fiestaas
Patrias activities in Septem-
ber 1997 The qualifications to
participate in the pageant in-
clude the following: contes-
tant must be a sing female of
ages 17-24, Hispanic, Mexa-
can-American, or of Latin-
American descent and a sen-
lor in hish school or a student
enrolled in acollege or um-
veristy. The deadline for the
pageant applications 18 Au-
gust 9, 1997. For further infor-
mation on the pageant appli-
cation process, please contact

maria Teresa Leos at (806)
763-4805.
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Fiestas del Llano Booth
Rentals: Fiestas del llano has
craft, food, and information
booths available for the fieast
patrias celebration that is held
on September 13th, thru the
16th. Booth rentals are for the
four day event. If you need
further information please

call Antonio Hernandez at
806-799-6916.
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Fiestas del Llano Pi-
nata Contest: Fiestas del Lla-
no 18 accepting entries for a
pinata contest. The pinata has
to be handmade, (not store

bought). There will be two cat-
agories to enter from, child-
rens and adults. There will be
first, second, and third place
in each categories and a best
of show. The deadline is Sep-
tember 10, 1997. All enteries
will be displayed for public
viewing at the craft booths lo-
cated at the civic center. The
Fiestas patrias celebration
will be held September 13 thru
16, 1997. For further informa-
tion plase call (806) 799-6916.

Casa

Cada ano el FHA ayuda a casi un

$30.000......
$60.000......

$90,000......

The Lesson That
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Beethoven Taught Me

By Victor Landa

We called him Beethoven

He was one among the me-
nagerie of my teachers at the
old school in Nuevo Laredo,
across the border from Lare-
do, Texas. We meant no dis-
respect, we gave every teacher
a nickname. In fact, it was
only the teachers we didn't
like who were subjected to our
indifference

"La Tijera,” or "the
Scissor,” was my fourth-
grade teacher. He had long

legs that looked like clippers
when he walked down the
hall. "El Daime," -- "the
Dime" -- was a compact man

no taller than 5 feet who taught
history in junior high. "La
Luna," taught algebra. 'La

Come Out
& Enjoy All
Day Softball

Games at

McKenzie
Park & Sla-

ton Fields

on Sat. &

Sun. Good
Food! Music
Festival on

Sunday
Come Out!

millon de personas a conseguir prés-
tamos para tener su casa. De hecho,
el FHA se cre6 para ayudar a las
familias que no podian darse el lujo
de comprar su propia casa. Con financi-
amiento asegurado de FHA, su pago de
entrada podria ser igual a unos pocos
meses de alquiler. Y usted no necesita ni

un crédito perfecto mi un trabajo con alto

Entrada .~.;{_1!Ln-:'[_; pdnl
.$900 | reunir los reg-
$2,500 | wisitos. Y en
$4.000 | algunos casos,

es posible que sus pagos mensuales no
sean mucho mayores que su alquiler
Pidale detalles a cualquier agente de
bienes raices o institucion de préstamos

O llame al 1-800-CALL FHA.Y vea

lo fdcil que es tener su casa propia

FHA

Su casa estd a su alcance.

Departamento de Desarrollo Urbano y de la Vivienda

Dona," or "the Doughnut,
taught chemistry, and Beetho-
ven was the school's music
teacher.

He was a short, round, dark-
skinned man with thin hair
and pudgy fingers. He al-
ways wore guayaberas -- those
cool, dressy, tropical shirts --
and had a voice that sounded
as if his throat were made of
gravel.

Every class began alike. He
would have us sing a few
verses of Beethoven's
(Ludwig van, in this case)
"Ode to Joy." He pounded the
chords on an old yellow-
keyed upright piano, lifting
his left hand every so often to
mark the tempo with a slight
wave of his wrist. The louder
he played, the louder we sang,
and the louder we sang, the
harder he pounded the keys.

His gravely voice had the
range of a screen door. It was
hinged on one note and was
practical. His classes always
ended the same, too. We'd
rush out the door and leave
him alone with his frustra-
tions. It couldn't have been
easy to teach music to a bunch
of rambunctious boys.

But Beethoven (the teacher,
in this case) had a profound
love for music, and it was
Beethoven (both teacher and
composer) who taught me the
beauty of art.

It happened quite by accid-
ent. I had lingered after
school one afternoon and was
walking by the music room
when I heard the most won-
drous sounds seeping into the
hall. Inside, Beethoven was
sitting at the piano, making
that wonderful musie, oblivi-
ous to everything around him.
It was almost as though the
notes were lifting him out of
his guayabera. His eyes were
closed, his eyebrows raised,
his pudgy fingers danced on
the keys, and the music filled

the room.
There was a power in it that

transformed the little round
man, lifted him and took him

Oakwood Mehile Homes Inc.
2002 X University - Lubhock, X

someplace else. It was a power
that spoke in a language that
couldn't be heard with the
ears. It was a language that
was felt, the language, the
voice, of art

There is now a movement in
Congress to quiet such a voice.
In the practical zeal to trim the
federal budget, the National
Endowment for the Arts has
been targeted for extinction

The NEA's budget is a little
over $99 million, which is
about 38 cents for every man,
woman and child in the Unit-
ed States. But given the nega-
tive publicity that the Endow-
ment suffered in the 1980s,
even pocket change is seen as
too much.

Any time you mention the
NEA, people think of Robert
Maplethorpe, the photographer
who staged a controversial
exhibition in New York a dee-
ade ago. Yet the NEA has been
around for 30 years and, in
that time, has awarded more
than 112,000 grants. Of all of
these, no more than 45 have
been controversial, That's not

a bad record.

It shouldn't be overlooked
that the NEA is responsible for
the preservation of folk and
regional art throughout the
country, that it promotes
painters, writers, musicians
and composers who give a
voice to the soul of our coun-
try, that it gives life to the tal-
ents of hundreds of thousands
of young people who have the
gift to lift us out of our guaya-
beras.

We must not forget that art,
not politics, is the voice that
keeps a nation civilized. But
politics has the power to
silence that voice.

I heard it for the first time
many years ago, seeping
down the halls of my school. It
would be a shame to ignore it
at a time when its seems that
we need it the most.

(Landa is news director of KVDA-TV

Telemundo in San Antonio, Texas.)

(c) 1997, Hispanic Link News Serv-
ice. Distributed by the Los Angeles
Times Syndicate.

806-749-0033 or 800-749-7193

New 16x80

3/2 mobile home with fireplace on 1 acre

$327.00 per month 10% down $300.00 month 9.5 Apr. Must see
1-800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033 Se Habla Espariol.
$499.00 down buys new 3/2 mobile home. Hurry
800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espaiiol.
$5000 gets new mobile
800-749-7795 806-749-0033 Se Habla Esparfiol.
Doublewide on 2.5 acres with well, septic. Call today
800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espaiiol
Single parent program. Special financing on mobile
homes. Call 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Your job is your credit. Only 3 repos left. Easy
qualifying. 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
1996 3 bedroom mobile home. Only 24 payments left.
Make 1 payment move in. Call 800-749-7795 or
806-749-0033. Se Habla Espafiol. :
Bank repos, low down, low payments. Easy qualifying.
Call 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espaiiol.
Abandoned mobile homes, pay taxes, transfer fees, move
in Call 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espafiol
Credit Problems-No Problem. In house financing
for your mobile.

800-749-7794 or 806-749-0033. Se Habla Espaiiol.
USED 38 bedroom, 2 baths, mobile home only $8900.00
800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
28x'70 Mobile Home Office, 7 office spaces, lobby, kitchen,
2 bath, handicapp accessable. 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
Triple wide on 5 acres white pipe fenced car port, barn,
utilities. Won’t last long. 800-749-7795 or 806-749-0033
$9949.00 buys 3/2 will finance. Call today

806-749-0033 or 800-749-7795
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GELEBRATING -

Music Festival
At T- Town Club Ban

501 N. University o Bands and c°muntos

Starting Sunday AND DON'T ‘FORGET LUBBOCE BIGGEST
at 12 Noon AND BEST SPORTS AND MUSIC

¥ FESTIVAL - THE 17TH ANNUAL
Bands Participacipating

Johnny G. Y Kl Momento EQIIN U ' A z. .

JuI 25-27 Texas State Qualifier.
Lubbock BurI Huffman, MacKinzie, Mose Hood
and Slaton’s Dusty Dlamonds 11 Fields

Limit 100 teams. For softball teams B/C, D/E,
Co-Ed and Women's recreatlonal 3on3

Mala Mente
Over $5,000in Prizes
Volleyball, Soccer Horseshoes and Washers.

LBK Mafia
Enjoy the Games of Texas the same weekend.

. | e
an‘l A : . Free Chicano Music concert July 27.
sound & Production by Dymantte Production Call 806-763-3841 or 1-800-373-9789.
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