Uyt
| exas . A
Casualties of  wibbock, we
War In Iraq
3,660
as of
LMO7

VOL. XXX No. 43

M ' Oldest Hispanic Owned Newspaper

Week of August 2- 8, 2007

State bilinmd educationproem s upheld

Federal jJudge rules Texas elementary school programs

have yielded ‘promising preliminary results.’

isncon™ with feckydl
i L0 9N o
ayne Justice means tht public schools can

feckral juckye ruled MbiKiay thet proginfcistilents win speek limild
Unyaseth for Hpaik oroups tet hed recuested thet the e
The ruling by US. District Jucke Wlliam
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continue to edcate the state’s 712,000 stucknts with limited English proficiency the same vy they

havcheca

Lowtest scores and high dropout rates among Hispanics cannot be linked tothe state's bilingel and

lish as & second language prograims. Justice said inhis ruling

nk L hewrote thet suoh procyaims inekventai)'schools Fave yielded ramising prefiminery results.”

“The court concluces thet the Texas Education Seclication

1550und,” Justice wote

The Leage of United Latin Arrerican Citizens and GI Forum filed a petition Iastyearasld%stice
to force Texas to Improve education prograims for limtegEnglish stucents, who roiresent aoout 16

peroent of public school stuckts inthe state,

The groups argued in the suit thet stucents with limted English skills typically soore below state
averaes on the Texas Assessment of Knowlecge and Skills, a proolem thet IS paiticulary apperent

with ESL stk
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By Maira Garcla
he Hispanic
middle class will
enjoy dramatic
growth in the
next 10 years
N | with the right
finarftial strategies, contends
a new analysis by the Tom”s
Rivera Policy Institute,
TRPI recommends in Its
report, released July 24, that
financial institutions desiring
to tap the income and spending
ower of the nation’s 44 million
Ispanics should prepare for
the change by adjusting their
Po.h(:les fo attract and retain
his expanding segment of the

methodologies.
and C

iImplement.

be great.

community. ~Pachdn says.
The changes include requiring ~ The report states that
lower minimurRbalafjces for presently there a
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Democrats Call for Special Pros-
ecutor to Investigate Whether AG

Go w%gles Lied to Congress

el Cruz

f there was any doubt In peoples mings that attorney
General Alberto Gonzales has used his position to advance
the Bush Administrations agenda: that was wiped out last
week during Gonzales’ tesfimony hefore congress.

At issue 15 the hospital visit ?ald by then White House
Counsel Alberto Gonzales and former Bush Chiefof Staff
Andy Card to former Attorney General John Ashcroft.
Ashcroft was in the hospital' and according to news
reports was In no condition to make decisions related to
his office. But that did not stop Gonzales and Card from
paying Ashcroft one of those late night visits one usually
Seés on_late night suspense mob mavies.

In prior testlmon}/_, former Deputy Attorney General
James B. Comey testified before Congress that then White
House Legal Counsel Alberto Gonzales tried to pressure
a sick John Ashcroft Into a1pprov1n9 the warrant-less wire
ta[p program known as the Terroris{ Surveillance Program
(TSP)."But because Ashcroft had just had gall bladder
surgery, he had transferred his authority temporarily to
Comey. Accordln? to a transcript of Comey’s testimany,
he viéwed Gonzgles’ and Cards’ hospital Visit as an at-
tempt “to take advantage of a very sick man",

But Gonzales deniedhe, and Card, was there to exert
pressure on Ashcroft and testified that there was no
disagreement Witnin the administration concerning the
TSPprogram. He says rather that the conversation with
Ashcroft was about “other Intelligence activities”. This
IS an Important point since the Bish administration has
made It a point fo downplay the fact that any dissension
about the TSP petw'ecn administration officials existed.
Apparently Ashcroft and FBI Director Robert Mueller
gbsggtreted with the program and both had reservations

0t i,

In separate testimony FBI Director Robert Mueller tolc
Congress that he had a conversation with Ashcroft after
(Gonzales’hospital visit and that Ashcroft had confirmed
the general substance of their conversation and statec
that 1 had an understanding the discussion was on a
NSA_Erogram, es”, .

This past week, some members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee mcIudln? New Yorks Charles Schumer and
otner Demacrats calfed fora p_ergury Investigation, They
want a special prosecutor appointed to deterntine whether
Gtmzales lied n his testimony to Congress.

Emall; acruztsc@aol.com
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Council meeting. Councilman Floyd Price may have
heard the words he didn't want to hear concerning next
years city elections. . _ _

An east Lubbock resident, Gilben Salinas; who ap-
peared before the council to voice his concerns about
ISSUeS m_volvm? Fast Lrbbock ended his_comments b
announcing that he would be a candidate for the District
2 council seat now held by Floyd Price. _

Salinas. an-
nounced his In-
tentions to run
Bgalnst Price,

[t as of now,

Price has not an-
nounced that he
nlans to run for
re-glection,

T0 many peo-
Ple, Price has
latledl in his first
term as a city

fthe figh shool it

ddS

checking and saving accounts
and offering more cash-based
services and new credit scoring

Harrg Pachdn, president

O of the University
of Southern Califomia-
based-think tank emphasizes
that Its recommendations

to the financial mdustrr mainstream society, with their
are substantive and will ini

not necessarily be easy to

ut, it assures, the payoff will
“You can start the process of
financial literacy and financial

rehabilitation now rather than
waiting for 10 or 15 years,”

BT

million affluent Hispanics
nationwide. U.S. Census
Bureau data for 2002 shows
that 36 percent of Hispanic
households had middle-class
wealth, |

The very existence of the
Hispanic middle and upper
classes has gone unnoticed in

Image remaining as a poor
immigrant group, according to
Pachon.

There are many routes to
the middle class, he points
out. “You get Hispanic
entrepreneurs. You have people
coming over (emigrating from
other countries) with money
already or an education. You get

people with educational capital
rér th rrénetary capital.

councilmeraiper. Pwple unhappy with Price lell EI Editor
that he has done Iesg than mj ﬁyedecessorT J. Patterson
and that he docs not deserve 1o be reelected.

Whether Salinas Is the [>erson to replace him, IS
something voters might be“asked to decide If Salinas
carries out his statement to oppose Price in next May’s
city elections,

mail; eleditor@shcglobal.net

Gutierrez Votes No on Lubbock
County Commissioner Pay Ralse

Last week, Lubbock County Commissioners voted
themselves a 13% pay raise. Which means that for a
County Commissioner, the Vearly salarg would increase
from $52,000 per year to close to $60,000,

Not bad work if'you can find it,

. But not all Commissioners were in favor of the pay
Increase. County Commissioner Ysidro Gutierrez joined
County Judge Tom Head in voting no. Commissioners
Pattl Jones, Bill McKay and Mark Heinrich voted for
the pay raises, e

.GUtierrez says that, “It IS unfair to give elected of-
ficials an Incréase greater than Department Managers,
ap{Jomted officials, salaried and hourly workers”.

n an emall response to El Editor, GUtierrez says that
“costs_for food ut|I|tE/ bills, sewer, water, trash, and gas
have increased greatly already”. He says that people
already struggle enough and “it IS wrong. to Increase
taxes When people already have to make choices between
necessities; the go,pr already have to decide hetween
meaicing and fooa”. .

In addition he says that elected officials know the sal-
ary when they runand are already well paid. He adds that
It1s not necéssary to pay a high salary to keep quality
elected officials. _

Gutierrez also says he disagrees that “L_ubbock County
pay scheaules should be compared to other counties; we
paY for the value of the employee to Lubbock County™;
not other counties. _ _

He says he IS concerned that a tax increase will be
necessary to pay for the raises and says that Ludbock
taxpayers are already burdened with high property taxes.
He alS0 points out that new construction and increasing

roperty values already provide revenue increase.s to the
ounty; “there Is no rieed to raise taxes”. _

“We need to find ways to defer expenses; there Is a
prevalling sentiment ort the Commissioner’s Court that
a fax rate"increase IS inevitable”. _

Gutierrez concluded by saying that he disagrees that
Lubbock County needs to catch up for low raises in the
%ast and says, “We are better paid than most In west

exas”. - . .

County Commissioners are Just now beginning to look
at the pudget for the county for next year. Commission-
ers will have to wait for an estlmatf_ofthe evenue from
County taxes pefore't e;r can finalize decisions related
to pay’ raises for themselves and other county officials

h
and émployees. .
Ema?p(ﬁlcgltqredll‘t]onalIsbcg obal.net
Red Lignt Ticket Anyone?
NewsChann 11 Is reporting. that mor¢ than 1,400
people have received a cltation™in the mail for running
ared light. The cameras have been photo?raphmg driv-
ers who run a red light at the 12 intersections with red
light cameras. .
~According fo the report, “Every Image faken af red
light camera Is first sent to American Traffic Solutions,
lolations arc filtered Oﬁt, and video and |ct%1res_ar(i
hhen sent to the Lubbock Police Department for fina
ecision”. . . .
El Edﬂor would like to hear from drivers who have received

a citation, Persons wishing fo share their experience are asked
to contact EI Editor at eledlitor@ste

Beckons His

ed with W percart
of all stucknts. The nurmoey
of ESL stcents pessing
Wes cown from 24 percent

Bt sie elcaion of-
ficals said limitecHEnglish
Stucknts show rapid Im
provement on the TAKS
Once In Texas schools,

In lth grace, for exam:
ple, 44 percent of Stucknts
with one full year of limtect
English Instruction pessed
the exit exam in 2006, com:
pared with T5 percert of
thelr “nevicder” pears
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Then®&ou getjob mobility of
Latinos occurrm?_.”
~ He says that ru _|n(11 out
immigrants and firs -%eneratllon
Hispanics as having the ability
to move into the middle class
would be wrong.

“The mobility of these two
sectors has been overlooked
by many,” he says. “Even the
mobility of the undocumented
has been overlooked.”

Contacted by Hispanic Link
News Service, Rogelio Saenz,
a sociology professor at Texas
A&M University, compares
incomes of native and foreign-
bom HISBanICS to an hour%lass
fl?ure, About 60 percent 0
all Hispanics whose income
15 $25,000 or less are foreign
bom. Those earning more than
$25,000 are mostly native
bom. Hispanics earning above
$250,000 tend to he well-
educated immigrants.

The report notes that half of
wealthy Hispanics are foreign bom.

Saenz concurs the key
for Hispanics to move up
the socioeconomic ladder
IS education, stressing that
the current system has to
Incorporate some changes.

“Something | think that Is
verV important is at a very
early, young age, you hegin
linking up people n the
community — for_examﬁle_
successful professional Latinos
that work alongside schools
where you have the role models
that poor Latino children could
have access to,” he says.

He suggests such ﬁrlonty
programs as ones where role
models would teach youths
about financial responsibility.

The report is available at
www.Irpi.org |

(Maira Garcia is a reporter with
Hispanic Link News Service In
Washington, D.C. Reach her care

ter Seped

By Bidal Agiiero

Ithough | had heard of Sepeda
Builoers before 1973 and knew
that they were heavily Involved

In helping people reouild their
honies after the devastating tomado that hit
Lubbock in 1970,1had never formally met
Esther until around 1973 when | started
working to organize a group of business
people Who were to become an organization
called Comerciantes Organizacos Mexico
Americanos (COMA) and later the Lubbock
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. As | can
recall Esther and Raul Sepeda had an office
on the Ave. K builaing when | first visited
them to tell them about COMA and their
?oals. The organization had alreacly had a
eworganizational meetings and the member
businesspersons were talking to others in or-
dlr to butld a stronger group. By then at least
a dozen people were active and meeting on a
regular besis,

1can remember Esther and Raul as
neing strong businesspersons who worked
nard along wath thelir sons to form a stable
USIness and that was the atfituioe that they
nrought to the organization. Fromthe start
Esther took a leadership role In the organi-
zation and was well respected by all for her
work and enthusiasm.

\Who wes to know that her work would
continue for 30 plus years to build what Is

Celebrating 30

Years of

Publishing
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nor DeLeon

By Abel Cruz

The Civic Lubbock Inc (CLI)
noard Is perhaps the most
powerful volunteer board in the
city. Although there are other
noards which have significant
Influence, there is no other
board which produces 3|?n|f|-
cant revenue in order to fund
entertainment, arts and cultural
gvents in this city.

Although EI Editor could not
obtain an exact dollar figure, we
did learn that in an¥ given fiscal
year, the amount of revenue
produced through a variety of
events and entertainment activi-
ties administered by the board
amounted to hundreds of thou-
sand dollars and the amount in
%rants was almost equivalent to
the revenue raised. |

And that seems to be the point
of contention between some
Council members and some
board members; just who or
whom will control the money.
After all, whoever controls the
money and budget; definitely
has an upper hand in any given
situation.,

Last week we reﬁorted that
after 13 years on the CLI board,
Chevo Moralez had not been
reappointed when his name
came up for reappointment.

And he wasn’t the only one;
Gertie Jeter who happened to
be the only woman serving on
the board up until a couple of
years ago and had served for a
number of years was not reap-
pointed either. |

Since we first reported this
story, EI Editor has tried once
again to get comments from
some Lubbock Clt?/ Councl
members in order to try and un-
derstand why neither Moralez
nor Jeter was reappointed. Had
they done something wrong?
Had they not done a good job
on the board? Was Moralez led
to believe he would be reap-
pointed and at the last minute
was not? Is the allegation that
both Moralez and Jeter were
seen as obstacles to the Mayor
and Councilman Jim Gil-
breath’s desire to gain greater
control over the board real or
Imagined? Did the fact that one
of the board appointees Is City
Manager Lee Ann Dumbauld’s
next door neighbor have any-
thing to do with that person
being appointed to the hoard?

These questions and more
were sent in an email to Mayor
David Miller, Councilwoman
}lﬂda DeLeon and Councilman
0

d

toclay one of the most respected organiza-
tions In Lubbock.

This week as Esther took here final bows
a Presiclent of the Cnamboer many people
can probably remember how they were
touched ana influenced by Esther to help
what she came to call “my organization or
my board.”

Some 200 people athered at the Lut-
bock Civic Center on Tuesoay to offer thelr
bravissimos and honorary resolutions by
City, State and Federal officials. Resolu-
tions were offered by Mayor David Miller
and congratulations were offered by State
Representative Carl Iett and representa-
tives fixomthe office of ULS. Representative

:
R

Ajeno es la Paz”

|1e Benito Juarez
Lubbock, Texas 79401

. Board Appointments:

Nln Al
eIther
espond

1ler

Last week we reported that
Leonard had supported Mo-
ralez’s reappointment. In his
response to our email, Leonard
confirmed that he did in fact
su,aport both Jeter and Mo-
ralez’s reappointment. He states
that, “You are correct in my
supgort of Gertie and Chevo.
Both names were submitted
and recommended for reap-

ointment to serve on the Civic

ubbock Board”. |

Leonard also told EI Editor
that to his knowledge no one
on the CLI board had been
“refused reappointment™ in the
past o

Mayor David Miller also
contacted El Editor via email in
which he said; “I am traveling
and will get back with you next
week”, His email was received
last Friday so we expected to
hear from Miller this week but
had not as we went to press.

El Editor 1s aware that Miller
attended the Monday evening
event for Hispanic Chamber
outgoing President Esther
Sepeda; so we are hard pressed
to understand why Miller has
not responded to our request for
comment, |

As for Councilwoman Linda
DeLeon, El Editor sent her 2
separate emails; one as recent
as this past Monday. To date we
have received no response.

DeLeon as readers will recall
has heen involved in a recall
effort against her for the past
several months. The first effort
against her failed; but a second
one was started and or%anlzers
continue to tr% and gather the
required number of signatures
In order to force arecall.

Her critics are sure to point
out the fact that her non
response to this story and her
alleged non support of Chevo
Moralez onlg reinforce their
contention that DeLeon has
once again failed to support a
fellow Hispanic; in this case
Moralez’s reappointment to the
CLI board.

We will continue to follow
this story and hopefully bring
readers new detalls as we un-
cover them. |

In the very least we will try
to answer the most |m,oortant
question; Why 2 people who
have given of their time and
effort in the last 13 years to
serve on the CLI board were so
unceremoniously removed; and
why the Mayor and DeLeon
have failed to respond tq our

5 Retires frof Criamoer

Randy Nagerbatier who offered bibles

for thejjail ministry inwhich Esther wes
involved, Aspecial gift of a $1,000 scholar-
ship wes given by ATT to be awarded in
Esther’s honar.

Esther will retire from the Chamber
out will continue to work in helping this
Chamoer and others as she will join Begford
nased HRC Co. as the managing partner
of ifs nevaK formed Hispanic division. The
Company hopes to provice assistance to

other chamber organizations inthe US,

4 E Editog.nd Internet
WWw.eleditor.com
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Na ly s
M
B;/Abel Cruz
In the fall of 2006 and In a move | sus-

pect was designed to augment a Mayor’s
desire to turn Lubbock mto his version of
a “model CItP{” which the Mayor had been
R/tljbllcly toufing since his election in 2006;
ayorDavid Miller and the rest of the

Lubbock Clt)( Council apﬁo,lnted 33 Lub-
bock residents and 2 co-chairs to serve on
a city_council appointed committee called
the Citizen’s Advisory Committee or CAC
for short, _

In reality, a better name might have been
a Cltizen’s Bond Advisory Committee,
which would have more aptly described the
task and mission assutyned to’the committee
which, was to “evaluate community needs
In designated areas of capital improvement
an tc evelop a proposal for a possible bond
election”.

That the committee came back with a
recommendation list of 9 projects and a
recommendation that the council call for
a hond election in November came as no
surprise. Even though the committee was
charged with evaluating needs; the message
front'the Mayor had been clearly heard and
his wish list Seemed to be their Command.

But the CAC would not be the first com-
mittee to recommend some. of the proj-
ects on the list. You see. Miller had also
appointed another committee in 2006, the
Lubhock Entertainment and Arts Facili-
ties Task Force or LEAF for short which
presented the council with its recommen-
dations which called for a Multi-Purpose
Arena: renovations to the existing Lubbock
Civic Center;.and a Performing Arts Cen-
ter. Not surprisingly the CAC came up with
3 Identical recommiendations; although
LEAF recommendations came In at consid-
erably less moneﬁl than the CAC.

For example, the LEAF puts the cost of
a _Performln_? Arts Center at $50 million
with $40 miTlion, or 80% of the money
coming from private funding; 20% public.
CAC recommends one too at a cost of

55 million: difference Is that CAC calls

or 68.75% public money and 31.25% In
rivate funds: almost an‘identical reversal.
uite a difference: and even more So when
one realizes the 2 committees were. looking
at these thlnHS almost at the same time or
within months of each other.

And that’s not all, the CAC recommends
Civic Center renovations at a cost of $85
million: LEAF on the other hand recom-
mended a “MeHor_Cl_wc Center Remodel”
at a cost of $40 million: a $35 million
ollar difference. And even if the CAC
stimated a 7% inflation rate; that still
oesn’t account for the very significant
ollar difference. And one more, CAC rec-
ommends a Multi-Purpose Arena at a cost
of $60 million: LEAF recommended the
same arena at a cost of $35-$40 million: a
$20-825 million swing; not an insignificant
amount, | |

And finally, here Is a recommendation
which. LEAF made but apparently the
council did not think enough of to imple-
ment: “LEAF also recommends that an
item be placed on the ballot in the next .
City election asking the voters to authorize
the' City of Lubbock to enter into a?ree-
ments with Texas Tech University for
redevelopment of the Complex, (the City
Bank Coliseum and Auditorium)” which
may Include transfers of title, lease agree-
ments, shared use agreements, remodeling,
renovation, demolition, or abandonment
of the Complex.” The council heard the
LEAF recommendations in March; the city
election was held In May of this year. .

Two things can be %eaned at this point:
one it seems like the Mayor had his wish
list in mind when he gave the CAC their
marching orders since he had praised the
LEAF committee’s work and recommen-
dations; and, two, how can two separate
committees come up with such contradic-
tory amounts when recommending the
same projects?

The question, then hecomes, whose num-
bers do we believe? Which committee do
we trust actually did their math homework?
One area both committees did agree on
was. the idea of tearing down the C|t5{ Bank
Coliseum ano replacm/g it with a multi-

urpose arena. LEAF ~so recommended a
olleqe Baseball Hall of Fame, a Basehall
ComR ex, and an Eciuestrlan Facility; all
¥yh|c were left off the CAC recommenda-

jons.

A PR Disaster: The Public’s Reaction

As soon as the CAC went public with
their recommendations, a PR machine went
Into action. A group made up of people
affiliated with various Lubbock organiza-
tions announced that It had formed “Listen
Lubbock™; an organization which would
serve as a listening and sounding board
for citizens to express their views on the
committee’s recommendations and turn
around and report their findings back to the
council. At first, it seemed like a good idea,
until it was revealed that Listen Lubbock
was actually a Political Action Commit-
tee or PAC and had been formed to gather
voter support for the recommended bond
projects.

OO DO
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But since Listen Lubbock hegan to hold
community meetings, the reaction has heen
mostly negative. SO negative in fact that |
recently Iéared that the head of the gfroup
m ght De read}é to “throw In the towel”.

quick look at the web site created by

the group shows why that may be; citizén’s
comments which have been received at 3
different meetlngs as of this writing are.
running about 90% in opRosmon; Mmeaning
citizens are questioning the committee’s
recommendations and expressing their
disagreement with their findings.

Here are some comments which capture
ne mood of the people who have attended

Q_)t—l-

—

NI city’s residents. These are question and
comments from comment cards compiled
at the 3 different locations held between
July 10and 26: o

I’have no confidence in giving the pres-
ent city council or staff additional funds
for any reason; This entire bond Issue
groposal should have had citizen input
efore presentation to the city council; The
citizens of Lubbock have had enough and
will voice their feelings when given the op-
portunity to vote; The city of Lubbock has
yet to show they can manage the money
Wwe have already approved. | am opposéd to
any additional monies with the exception
of providing money for streets and public
safety; Council ne”s to re-evaluate direc-
tion, Do not trust council w/$300 million
In.checkbook; I’mjust curious why you
nink you need to tear down the City Bank
Coliséum, | have heen to several things
there & 1t’s never full, so what the heck
do we need a bigger arena for? You aren’t
going to fill that'one up either because the
ordinary households can’t afford to attend
anything when the prices are so stupldlly
ridiculotsly high. The coliseum Is worlang
Just fine. Spend 4 of the money & fix the
exmtmg[ one up. Duh!; Keep_ coliseum;
Update to code & drop multi-purpose arena
& put $60 million into street maintenance;
Performing arts would get support/approval
from 31% private sector; Streets should
be maintained on annual basis-budget; If
the citizens of Lubbock are stupid enough
to approve this mess, | will sell my home
& move out of Lubhock. |’ve been here
44 years. | don’t trust anything this City
Codncil says!: Once items are paid off—5
years—lower taxes; No need for a Mer-
Cado-waste of money, DeveloRers- If the%/
want to build oyt sofar they should pay for
it; What about the water issue? The way the
economy Is, It s a bad time to propose this
much of a bond; Why did gne citizen get
B,ersonaléy %ulled aside and talked to? What

AI
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Id you PAC have to say to Toad Klein, a
person who lives in this District that they
couldn’t say to all of us? There should be
more for public safety. | |

| have no confidence that the city councll
will effectively & efficiently manalge the
funding & completion of any or all of
the proposed recommendations. Recent
examples of the disasters related to our
future water supply, money allocated for
the animal shelter; the “red light districts”
(cameras) & keeping the recent crisis with
our water supply a “secret” lead me to say
"no” to every*ng! |

What comés through loud and clear is
that citizens are verY concerned about pub-
lic safety and infrastructure issues such as
streets and maintenance and parks, athletic
venues and facilities, quality of life, etc.
What alsg comes through even louder Is a
general distrust of the city council except
maybe for Councilman John Leonard and
newly elected Todd Klein. An additional
telling point Is that these comments are
from Citizens In areas of the city which
ﬁroduces_ the highest voter turnout and the

Ighest likelihood of success.

he distrust seen in some of the com-
ments seems to stem from recent council
decisions like red |I?h’[ camera enforce-
ment, the recent water restrictions which
caught city residents by surprise and off
guard; a council perceived bY many, as hav-
qu their own agenda and not listening to
cifizens; a council who even the CAC does
not seem to trust to administer the bonc
money If In fact the bond election passes.
. Oné of the recommendations by the CAC
15 that the city council appoints a™stand-
Ing Capital Improvement Program Review
and Oversight Committee (CapROC) for a
period of not less than 10 years”. Accord-
ing o the committee’s find document,
C R (X" would be needed ‘To helP ensure
accountability, efficiency, and equity In
the Implementation of projects IT they are
aploroved by the voters”, |

f anyone ever needed proof that this
council Is not trusted to administer the
revenue from the sale of the bonds If vot-
ers approve them and do so agcprdlnlg 0
voter’s wishes; this Is It; and It Is a clear In-
dication that if the council decides to call a
November election; they will do so at their
own peril, For If It does'and the election.
fails; it will be widely seen as a repudiation
of this council and trie Mayor;, it will be a
referendum on this city council as a whole
ancgits failure of legdership. And it will

tise In
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nd may reflect the attitude of a majority of

e ntary

answer the question of whether the voters
and residents of this city trust them with
$3(X) million dollars worth of bond money
and 1o do what they say they will do.

The CAC’s Recommendations

Listed on the CAC’s recommendations
document prepared for the council are
some statements which bear taking a look
at. The CAC recommends a November
bond election; although there I nothing In
the law that says when an election should
be held as_long as other re_qulrements are
met. And in fact, a $30 million dollar bond
election was held in the city election In
May of 20X4.

But the committee’s intent was clear
as they Inserted Ianguag_e In their packet
which sars In part; “ordinance calling
special election (not more than 90 nor less
than 62 days before a May election or No-
vemper eléction in an odd numbered year
and 70 days before a November election In
an even numbered year)”. We are in an odd
numbered year; and May Is long gone.

~But what it does do 1°It reduces the
time frame for an adequate discussion
among city residents. For example; the
comniittee’s calendar called for'a presenta-
tion to council.on July 9 and on August
9, the council Is expected to vote on an
ordinance approving what if any or all
rojects should be on the November ballot.
he council can either aplorove_to Place _
all the projects on the ballot or A,us certain
ones, This Is Ilke_Ig to be a handicap for the
North and East sicle communities If they
want projects in those areas to pass while
voters In‘other parts of the city do not. The
north and east sections of, the City have less
voter population and traditionally vote In
lesser numbers. | |

Nevertheless 30 days is not a lot of time
for a broad discussion or evaluation of
projects of this magnitude; but rather It
seems to be a deliberate attempt to fast
track the whole project and ﬁut It before
voters hefore they realize what happened.

Another guestion which_not too many
People,s.eem to be discussing Is what are
the political ramifications for the council
If they vote to call for a bond election and
VOters turn down the proposals?

One reason council members may want
to rush this to the November election is
because It keeps those members up for
reelection next May from having to answer
questions and justify the enormous cost
of the Proposa . Cértainly no politician
wants to be out on the campaign trail and
be asked why they support bond proposals
which will raise property tax rates. Another
IS because If by some gnracle, some of the
BijeCtS are approved by voters, incum-

ents can point to that ds an affirmation by
voters tha theY are domq a good job anc
use It as a re-election tool of sorts.
. But, more and more, it s looking lke
I the council decides to put any or all

gitizerAs A vjsor}/ Cﬁmmittee
or

8@9@?83 tI0nS ovember

ection _
Thefollowing are % bondprodects
as rec?mmen ed to the city councl
anfi all dollarfigures are adjustedfor
| fatlo?. The amounts were o éalnec

|r?ct yfrom the city web site and were
HC uded IP the presentation given to
t ec%unu . .

\We have listed them here In more de-
tall and with our a comﬂan mg notes
and observations OLQ r feaders to
review ang n]a elﬁJt elr own mindas
tooftwefeaslbl Ity and cost effectiveness

th_progects.

Puplic Safety - $10,850,000
Police Departmertt/Municipal Court Renova-
tions; Training Academy Up%ra_des
Note: |n this instance; no, additional money
was allocated for such things as new police
officers or any new types Of policing pro-
grams to reduce the mcreasm% Crime rate
Which we have witnessed recently.

Parks - $28.265.

Park upagrades to Leftwich Park located at
60th_and Elgin, Dupree Park located at 50th
and Toledo ana nglglnbotham Park located
at 19th and Vicksourg.

Note: Many people Who live In areas north
0f 50* stret and east of Quaker would argue
that other parks In the city are In worse shape
than the qhes selected.

Libraries - $5.150,000

An additional library facility of approxi-
mately 10,000 squdre feet In southwest
Lubbdck L
Note: It Is hard to argue that a new library s
abad idea. Many people wquld argue_twou%h
that the present’linrary facilities are in nega
of repair and additional fundlnq and those
needs should be addressed before a new
one Is builf.

{\I/Iegr_c ?050%%6%&“()%' Ameni-

Proposed Eubh amenitjes sv}ch as a B?sswe
water park and a neighbornood sculpture
garden. This PrOjeC'[ would be contingent to
private Investment of a_retail center”(Mer-
cado) to be constructed in North Lubbock.

Note: This Is all based on private develop-
ment dollars belrag used fo constyuct ;]he
Mercado: If that doesn’t happen then this
wouldn’t happ>en either. It is the only Pro_{-
ect which has a contingency attached 1o it.
Some estimates for the COHSUHJC'[IOH of the
Mercado have pegged the total cost at $30

million.dollars.
Northeast Luhbock Streets -
2.245.000

%tréet infrastructure to support the construc-
tion of 120-1/5 new homes In a proposed
new resigential sub-division in Northeast
Iarubgﬁgsk focusing on land adjacent to schools
Rote: T a Q&A listed on the Listen Lub-
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proposals before the voters; it will become
a referendum on them. In other words,
even though voters may feel that some
projects are worthwhile, they may vote.
against them in order to send the council a
message that they are not pleased with the
way the process was brought about and that
they do not trust the councll to manage the
financial process and Implementation of
projects associated with the bonds.
onclusion | |
Right from the start, It seems the entire
plan-and process was destined to hit some
rougih patches along the way. For example,
while other “bond™committees have

recommended hond elections before, most
of them_have made an attempt to gather
citizen Input through various ways while
they are evaluating community needs,
which only makes common sénse. The
CAC did not hold one single citizen public
hearing 1o (I;et public comment or sugges-
tions; a fact that has not been overlooked
or sat well with many voters and evident

In the comments alluded to earlier in this
analysis. _ |

The most important question though Is
what will happen If the bond projects come
before the voters and they vote no? Will
the council continug to move forward using
other means to create or raise revenue like
Revenue Bonds or Certificate of Obliga-
tions Bonds? Will they base their thiifldng
Ina philosophy whichi states that the main
Purpose of city %overnment IS {0 “Prowde

or the health safety and welfare of its
citizens and that 1t ™is not really approer-
ate to ask voters to approve anything that
IS mandated b¥ law, or required to ensure
the “health, safety, and welfare” of its
citizenry? o

In other words, capital improvement

PrOJeCtS could be seen as falling outside of
hose 3 categories and council, or at least
Miller and his “gang of 4” could just see
fit to vote on these things anyway and ap-
prove them without vofer participation by
using the other 2 hond mechanisms?

Just like they did last week: when they
voted to finane a new animal shelter
without voter approval and voted 6-1; John
Leonard was the only no vote; to ask the
state to allow the city to place a venue tax
question on the November ballot. The tax
which would be Imposed on rental cars

Cuczing”
0y Avel Cruz

ey itworks for former
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?5%3 and hotels (2%) would be used to

und the multipurpose arena recommended
bY the committee. It seems the council is

3 readl\){ laying the necessary groundwoilc
for a November bond election and in the
Process seems to be putting the cart before
he horse; which again may not sit well
with voters. _

In the end; voters may decide to send the
Mayor and some on this council a loud and
obvIous message; sooner or later; some-
one has to tell the emperor that he has no
clothes.

Email: acruztsc@aol.com

Just what are
honds?

There are 3 kinds of bonds a
city government can use to create
revenue in order to pay for capital
Improvement projects; General
Obl|%a_t|on_ bonds (GO); certificates
of Obligation, (CO); and Revenue
Bonds (RB). The kind the CAC
reconunended are GO honds and
are unique In that they have to be
approved by city voters and are
repaid from property tax revenue.
The other 2 kinds of bonds do not
need voter approval by law, and can
be approved through City counclil
action.

Revenue Bonds can be voted on by
council and are repaid with revenue
from increases in fees for water, sew-
er, solid waste, and other **rvices™
fees. The Certificate of Obligations
bonds are also repaid from property
tax revenue, but also do not need
voter approval. An example of this
was the recent bonds approved by
council for the new animal shelter.
The council voted 7-0 to obtain
revenue from CO bonds in order to

Talk Abodt I Editor

DJon'tworry, If anybody ever questions you abolit a serious event or accuses you of some wrongdoing; when
they question you ust say %ou don'trecalland you'll be home fieg. -
ecretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and otho” (Jenerals and retired (lenerals Who

have Caught a convenient case of amnesia when it comes to what they knew and when they knew 1t in the cover
Up surrounding the ceath of Pat Tillman in Afghanistan, They testified before a Congressional Committee on

Wednesday.

Tillman was the former NFL player who tumed down a multi-million dollar contract fiom the Arizona (Car-
(inals to enlistin the Amy. Tillman’s motivation to serve was fueled by the events of9-11, |
But when he was Killecy fiiendly fire while saving mAthamstan, 1thas been determingd that sane senia

officerstried o cova it up. His ceath was Lsed as a propagan

reference to his heroic death,

100l by tiie Army and even President Bush mae

Turms out it was all  staged performance but now no on can recall whatthey knew a when they were tolo
atout It and subsequently deny that any cover up took place. Pathetically funny how they can recall only those

things which bengfit them or don’t implicate them.

%, nere’s an example of bow it might work for a certain Mayorwho shall remain nameless,
“Un excuse me there Mr. Mayor, weren't you the one who ran on a cang)aign of no new taxes™ “Who me

sorry; Ldon'trecall”
See how well that works...
Emall: acniztsc@aol.com

bock web site the following question about
streets Is listed: Q: Don’t developers rather
than the city usually fund putting in streets?
A: The curfent polch 15 that developers put
In residential streets and the City puts In
thorqucrmfares. o

It Is Inferesting to note that this progect dloes
not explicitly Say whether the projéct listed
ahove_Is for'residential streets or thorougn-
fares. This |s Important because If this project
IS approved, then develo%ers could be enticed
to bulld in Northeast Lubbock by not having
to pay for residential streets: if bond money
s Used for residential streets and not thor-
outhares._ Conversely the streets“%rOJect,s,
called for in another séction called “Streets
15 more_explicit In the description. Anather
Interesting paint is why both of these projects
were not Tncluded together. Could It be'that
the committee wanted'to separate the 2 5o that
they could be listed separatel7y If and when
these come before the Voters? Why not just
Ist them together?

Streets - ,$52,56?,000 .
New traffic signals, at least 3 per year; Signal
Communications U grad,f - CIty wide proIJ-
ect, would replace 26 miles of Copper wire
with fiber optics; Quaker from 987 to 114
Milwaukee, 94* to 08*; East Indiana from
103™ to 114*: 98* street from University
to Tahoka Highway; 114* Indiang to Slidg,
J8p and - Brownfield Highway to 82"*street;
0g* StrTet, Frankford to |Iwauk§e._

Note: All street projects Incluge wicening anc
naving; all streets are located In areas Which
nave seen a high commercial and residentia
growth rate; none of the streets are locatec
In older areas of towns. Streets desperately
In need of reconstruction like 34* street from

Slide Rd. east to | 27 was left off the list.
IVic Center Renovations -
85.000.000

ddition of banquet hall, exhibit space, and
meeting rooms, and the renovation of the
theaﬁer, plaza, and.the Interior a]nd exterior
of the clrrent Civic Center, including new
furniture and fixtures and a new HVAC.,
Note: Prewousl}/, another committee cajled
the Lubhock Entertainment and Arts Facility
Task Force appointed by the Mayor recori-

mended renovating the ciyic center. But their
cost estimate came in at $40 million dollars:
a long way from the $85 million the CAC I
recommending.

Performing Arts Center -
55.000.000

%onstructlo_n of a Performln? Arts Center
that Is multi-purpose to serve theatrical per-
formances, symphony, ballet and concerts.
The Center woulg contain an auditorium
Wit ax(;arommately 2,400 seats, renearsal
hall, and public spaces In a facility consist-
g of aPproxlmater 120,000 square feet
The Performing Arts, Center would be an
excellent investment In economic.develop-
ment, and guality of life for the citizens of
Lubbock.. The CAC recommends that no
bonas be issued by the City until 31.25% of
the price of the center Is raised privately. This
regulrement will be Included |n the election
ordinance for the fundmg of this facility.
Note; One of the blg?est oncerns IS whether
Lubnock can attracf enough events and on
a consistent enough DasIS to generate fax
revenue. Proponents point to the fact that
Lubbock loses out to other cities because of
a lack of acequate facilities to host certain
types of events, The CAC material says that
an “arena would be an excellent investment
In economic develppment, and quality of life
for the citizens of Lubbock”, but qoes n_?t
grow e any. concrete eviaence how that will
e accomplished.
Multi-Pu Pose Arena - $60.000.000,00
Constructlon of a 6,000-8,000 seat Multi-
Purpose Arena that can accommodate indoor
soccer, arena footall, 1ce events, circuses,
cancerts, exnioits, and other similar types
of events. _ _
Note; The committee IS recommending that
the Lubbock Municipal Coliseum be tom
down and De replaced with this arena In a
downtown location. This might prove to be a
little tricky since,the CI'[Y code of ordinances
says fhat an%/ action by the city as to the ais-
t he coliselim has to be approved
Voters.

osition of
%uesn ns or Comments? Email:
acruztsc@aol.com
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Mariachi Nuevo Generacion to perform at National Night Out

Ovciton South National Night Out
Location: Grecenspace at Avenue X and 16th Street
Dale & Time: August 7,6:30-8:30 p.m.
will be food, entertainment, activities for the kids and infonnation on crime prevention and neighbor
hood safety. Mariachi Nuevo Generacion, a group of 15 talented young musicians, will play for Overton
ith’s National Night Out We are also expecting a visit from Mayor Miller, council members, Lubbock
lounted Patrol and Fue Department. It will be anevening of ftm and fellowship with family and friends!

Community Forum

The Planning and Network Advisory Committee of the Lubbock Regional MHMR Center will be host-
Ing on open meeting demgned to obtain feedback regarding the use of Mental Health Block Grant Funds

at the Lubbock Regional MHMR Center on August 9th from 4:30-6:00 p.m.
For mae information, please call Beth Lawson. Public Information Officer at (806) 767-1643

The meeting will be hel

Potential Sponsors are needed to help fundraise $10,000

Ballet Fhlklorico Aztlan held a Free Enchilada Dinner August 1at the Maggie Trejo Super Center,
The group performed for potential sponsors then handed out pledge cards. Aztlan is the oldest folk-
lorico group in Lubbock where darKers age from 3 yrs - any age. Aztlan’s goal for the year is $10,000

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com
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Wal-Mart CEO Attributes Revenue Growd!
to Latinos at La Raza Conference

Hispanics are among Wal-
Mart’s most loyal customers and
account for about 14 percent
of the 127 million people who
shop at the retailer’s stores in the
United States every week, said
Lee Scott, the company’s CEO,
during a speech Tuesday at the
National Council of La Raza con-
vention in Miami Beach. Fla.

Many of Wal-Mart’s customers
are either immi%rants or first-?en-
eration Latinos looking to build
a better life by stretching their
disposable iiKX%me. he added on
the last day of the conference,
which began July 21.

Scott said Hispanic consumers
have mcreasmgr less money to
spend with retailers, including
Wal-Mart, due to problems in the
economy. In particular, layoffs
In the slum?ing housing market,
which employs a disproportionate

that would aid the group In holding their annual recital in Octoberanrion?otherpro"ectssuch asnew  number of Hispanics, have hit La-
costumes and wwkshops. All sponsors will be promoted for one year at all events where the group Fer- tinos hard, along with high energy

forms as well as all material that is distributed to the general pubUc. Ballet Folklorico Aztlan would like
to thank all diose that helped put the fundraiser together and those that pledged. For more infonnation ol
to become a sponsor call Zenaida Aguero-Reyes at 306-793-0099.

B I

Blue Bell
Ice Cream

or Yoqurt
112 Gallon

or Cups
12 Pack
Selected Varieties

Libby’s
Vegetables
RePuIar or No Salt

Selected Varieties
11-15.25 oz.

We reserve the right to limit quantities.
O 2007 United Supermarkets, LLC

item selection and availability varies by location.

ke and health-care costs, Scott said.
“Many Hispanics have a harder
time sharing money with their
families abroad, and | see an
Impact at stores in Mexico and
M1 Central America,” he said.
Despite economic dips, Scott

said the Hispanic magket's lof

SSSSS

term growth Is likely to help fuel
retail sales for years to come.

“From 1990 to 2011, if the trend
continues. Hispanic buying power
will have grown by more than
450 percent That’s compared to
a growth rate of only 176 percent
for non-Hispanic buying power
over the same time period,” he
said.

Scott noted that Hispanic cus-
tomers are three times more likely
than IK>n-Hispanic customers to
go without a checking or savings
account, adding that Wal-Mart Is
trying to reach out with differ-
ent Initiatives for a more stable
well-being.

In June. Wal-Mart announced
plans to open 1,000 MoneyCenter
In-store financial service centers
bY the end of 2008. The centers
allow Hispanics and other cus-
tomers to acquire the Wal-Mart-
branded MoneyCard debit card
and cash checks, with the ability
to transfer money and pay bills.

Collectively, Scott said, all of
Wal-Mart’s customers will save
up to $320 million this year by
using the centers. Since Hispan-
Ics account for 14 percent of the
chain’s consumers, that could

| ="K

reap millions In savings through
the centers and by buying goods
at the discount retailer, he said.

Wal-Mart’s Hispanic ad
spending reached $15.3 million
from January to May this year,
compared with $17.3 million in
the same time Feriod In 2006, ac-
cording to Nielsen Monitor-Plus.

Scon added that Hispanics’
focus on the family continues to
bring them to Wal-Mart in large
nUMDers.

“It’s a family affair, literally,” he
said. “You can walk through our
stores in Hispanic communities
and see individuals shopping like
they do everywhere else. But you
also see a lot more groups arx
entire families. People are enjoy-
Ing the experience and their time
together.”

He likens Wal-Mart to acom-
munity-gathering place where
Hispanic families run into friends
and neighbors.

Scott noted that Congress needs
to pass a comprehensive immigra-
tion reform bill now, and he is dis-
appointed that it hasn’t happened.
Immigration reform directly affects
Wal-Mart because it has 154.000
Hispanic employees, more than

mean ﬁusmﬁvo'ld §0Mpiny in the world.
L |

The Gold Rush team of the West Texas League of Lubbock traveled to San Angelo to compete at the Mid-

night Madness tournament that was held this past weekend. T

fournament

In photo left to right top row: Asst coach Daniel Perez, A

ne team was very competitive and enjoyed the

anna Zuniga, Kayla Garcia, Ana Kay Cun-

ningtubhy, Alex Olivares, Alyssa (“evedo, Head coach Marcelo Aguilar and left to right on bottom row:
Selena “Magic” Flores, Alexis Aguilar, Monica “Mo” Perez, Marisol ‘Taco” Aguero, Maya Hernandez,
Liz Gutierrez, (Tynthia Salazar and Soledad Mermilla

The team would like to thank all the support that was given to the team  qrd” for thein to particip” 7t
the tournament, especially the sponsors and parents.

arkets

blue beli;

icCecream
1 QM
Van Camp’s Hot House
Pork & B%ans Beefsteak
150z Tomatoes

Prices effective August 3 - 9,2007

TI\/I/\

Qiedtouf Qur

reapesi

Shoulder

Roast
Boneless

U nitedTexah?n



ATRTBUTE From Your Friends

ON BERHA
BIDSA |:NDTHE f

Bidal Aguero, founder of COMA/LHCC takes time to congify a tg * Alex Martinez, Ysidro Gutierrez, Esther Sepeda and Bidal
- ther Sepeda for a job well done during her

Hispanic community at a reception that was held for her cm Mon
O R the Memorial Civic Center. Muchas gracias por su buen* ay
JAdelante! |

O U R V O | E Lubbock County Commissioner Pet 3, Ysidro Gutierrez, Left to right: Velma Medina-chairwoman of the board, Alex Martinez,
along with Bidal Aguero who attended the reception for Ysidro Gutierrez, Esther Sepeda and Bidal Aguero.
N G I Esther Sepeda who was honored on Monday.
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> o ‘Building, enhancingand . .
promohng lilbbock whilefocusing  coNG
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Y otvtither! e N
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Esther Sepeda, YO U W ILL BE

"Bidal Agucni, founder of COMA/LHCC poses in photo

Esther Sepeda with her daughter and mother who she appre- Esther takes time to highlight her family for all - ,
Clates very much. “They have been with me all the way and I support, but more than that, s%e wanted to recognize avglathplarlg_ﬁg B”;érggrelrncwﬁgcg'%%n
love them very much for that,” says Esther during the event. mother who attended the reception on Monday. Y puon.

Graclas por tu compasion,
dedicacion y servicio a la

comunida3d3 %%géos ultimos HarkY(]jESﬂ'El"

- You have positively
LUbBOCk UP%She”ﬁ Left to right on photo: Frank & Mary Jane Gutierrez, Ma- Influenced our
avIll GUTIETTEL O & Olch At conununity!
They all wished Esther the best.
YOUR PASSION FOR Best Wishes &
| ESFerantos COp’\ Congratulations!
NUESTRA COMUNIDAD cafey pan du :
as!
HAS INFLUENCED us all! Todas huestras gracias
Thank you for al_l that pOrSU paS\Nn:
YOURAVE accomplished! Jimenez Bakery & Restaurant BAVST KIVBRNITY
/j\s_socicated_business services 1217 Cnckets e | |’ || 30
1220 Bf—lgz:ﬁvay, Suite 907 806-744-2685 | WO/
“ohie Esther
whmik | aMm real
mi
e, DEPAIE 08
S ..
m T A 4_ L s
i : " S ib 03cevaliaci. Wiean egjcdiOyixKned |

lthm iro seethow itdocsdecnxmw

TI10 M S, peopkvtedhjnesMdeadttbRan h
S E P ED A !

Thank you for your many years. of
service to the Lubhock community.
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AmericanStateBank e o %
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Nicole Lx)raand her father,
Jose, are In the limelight dunng
final quince rehearsals on Royal
Caribbean’s Liberty of the Seas.
The ship had 26 girls and their
families aboard for the ceremo-
nies,

In planning her quince celebra-
tion, Nicole Lora of Pembroke
FHnes pictured herselfjoining her
father for the requisite formal
dance In a traditional quinceanera
ball gown.

Then Nicole discovered a
relatively new trend in the centu-
ries-old tradition of celebrating a
young Latin girl’s coming of age:
the destination quince.

Now, Nicole - along with
parents, cousins and an
entourage of about 20 people
- will mark her 15th birthday
with a weeklong cmise
aboard Royal Caribbean’s
Liberty of the Seas, tiara and
tulle gown In tow.

The destination quince,
similar to its bridal counter-
part the destination wed-
ding, is part of a burgeoning
market aimed at the Increasingly
affluent quinceanera - or, more
accurately, parents of quincea-
neras.

Disney World began this spring
offering quinces packages, the
priciest of which can exceed
$20,000.

Southwest Airlines has signed
0N as a corporate sponsor of a na-
tional quince expo that travels to
major Hispanic maricets, includ-
Ing Miami, Dallas, LosAngeIes
and Chtcago

And travel agencies and cruise
lines are fine-tuning their offer-
Ings for a modem quinceanera
reluctant to confine her birthday
bash to a hotel ballroom or strip-
mall sal6n. Cruises to the Baha-
mas and the Caribbean, complete
with such quinces- themed activi-
ties as fashion shows, slumber
parties anc beachside barbecues
are popular packages.

One Hialeah travel agency,

Viajes Principal, offers a 1/-day,
$5,000-a-person tour of Europe
for quinceaneras and their fami-

lies, culminating with a formal
dinner atop the Eiffel Tower and

'H

La jardineria paisajista incrementa e
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OF HISpANIC girs

boat tour down the Seine, the girls
decked out In their quince regalia.

DOUBLE CELEBRATIONS

There are even double-quinces,
which include a stateside celebra-
tion as well as an equally elabo-
rate fete in the family’s homeland.

It’s a sign not only of the
blinged-out party aesthetic
embraced by teens weaned on
MTV’s My Super Sweet 16

- Which has featured several
quinces episodes —but of the
growing economic clout of U.S.
H|Sﬁan|cs

The buying power of Hispanics
in the United States is about $838
billion and is expected to reach

more than $1.3 trillion by 2011,
according to a May report by

the Investment banking firm The
Mercanti Group. The report sin-
gles out the rising cost of quinces
as a significant benchmark.

The national average for a
quince is between $5,000 and
$10,000, with a guest list of about
200 - aIthough South Florida fes-
tivities are often more expensive
and more lavish, said Will Cain,
publisher onumce Girl maga-
Zine, which launched last year.

“Miami is a market where
people are willing to spend more,
and that goes hand-in-hand with
the quinceanera trends we’re
seeing,” said Cain, noting the
popularity of stretch Hummers,
A-list DJs and other stylistic
fillips more associated with, say,
a h|p hop video than a teenage
girl’s birthday party.

“Paying $25,000 or more for a
quince Is not out of the question,”

he said.
For Nicole Lora’s parents,
gpttng for a destination quince
Yseemed less daunting than orches-

trating a landlocked celebration.

2007
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*’She wanted to go all out with
a party, like the do on My Super
Sweet 16,” sald Beth Lora, who
works part time as a teacher’s aide
and whose husband, Jos6, owns
a transportation and logistics
company.

This 1S 50 much easier,” she
said.

The family’s trip aboard the
Liberty of the Seas costs about
$1,000 a person and was 0rga-
nized by West Miami-Dade’s
Happy Holidays Travel. Rela-
tives are flying in from |\/||ch|gan
as are friends from Jos6 Lora’s
native Puerto Rico, tojoin the
cmise.

"I could have had just the
regular party, but it would be over
in four hours,” said Nicole, who Is
starting 10th grade at St. Thomas
Aquinas High School.

“"This would be seven days to
spend with my friends and fam-
Ily,” she said.

She and two dozen other

umceaneras left Saturday from

the Port of Miami, following a
final, last-minute rehearsal of
the elaborat tely choreographed
dance performance —a staple of
traditional quinces. Some modem
touches appear on the itinerary as
well, such as a party on a Mexi-
can beach, a tropical luau and a
professmnally made video of the
girls frollcklng ahoard the Liberty
of the Seas’ various attractions,
such as the wave pool and ice-
skating rink.

“We're seeing a huge trend
In travel right now,” said Clndr
ex-

Benavides pre5|dent and chie
ecutive officer of the Dallas-based
Strategic Events, which partners

with Quince Girl to organize
(quinceanera expos.

valor de su propiedad. Saber como excavar de manera segura es aun

mas valioso. Asl que al menos dos dias hahiles antes de excavar, usted debe Uamar al 1-800-344-8377.
Alguien Ira a su casa, ubicaray senalara tuberias de 3as y cables elrctricos subtenineos. Espere el tiempo

(Jue Se requiera antes de excavar y excave con culda

Intebgente. Es gratis. ES 1a ley. Y podria sahar su vida.
Para nosotros no hay nada mas vaboso que eso.

0, solamente a mano, cerca de las marcas. ES lo mas

@ XcelEnergy

Su Vida. Nuestra Energia.

xcelenergy.com

On the Internet -www. eleditor.com
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Alejandro Sanz lanzaDVD de
conclerto en Buenos Alres

Alejandro Sanz lanzard en octubre un DVD del concierto que offe-
ci6 el pasado 23 de marzo en el Estadio River Plate de Buenos Aires
como parte de su gira “El tren de los momentos”.

“Live Buenos Alres” tambidn estard disponible en formato de CD,
informd el sello discogrdfico Warner Music.

El concierto del astro espanol en Ia Argentina hizo vibrar a mds de
45.000 fans a las que Sanz dijo de entrada: “Buenos Aires me mata”.

A finales de mayo el cantante pospuso las fechas de su gira por
Estados Unidos aigumentando cansancio y la recomendacidn de un
mddico de descanso absoluto y el 4 de agosto regresaria a los esce-
narios en Santiago de Compostela para luego recorrer otras plazas de
SU pais natal durante dos meses.

El 21 de octubre estard en Puerto Rico y a partir del 16 de noviem-
bre recompensard a sus admiradoras que se quedaron esperdndolo en varias ciudades de Estados Unidos.

Jerry Garcia’s belongings on auction

The man who bought Jerry Garcia’s house 10 years ago Is selling everything, including the kitchen sink.
Heruy Koltys, who sold the deceased Grateful Dead guitarist’s toilet and otner fixtures last year, said Fri-
day he was clearing out the last of his Grateful Dead inventory, offering up the kitchen sink, Jacuzzl, stereo
speakers and several other items on eBay.
The toilet, from the master bedroom suite, fetched
$2,500 at a similar auction last year.
_ike that auction, this one will benefit the Sophia
Foundation, a San Francisco Bay area nonprofit that
aids children and families during marital separations and
divorces, Koltys said.
“This charity auction allows me to combine my
Interest in protecting and helping these families and
my love for Jerry Garcia’s music,” said Koltys, who Is
the foundation’s chairman and developer of KidsFirst!
software.
Th.editems will be auctioned on eBay on Aug. 12-19,
ne said.
Garcladied of a heart attack in 1995 at age 53, Koltys
nought his Marin County house firom the musician’s
estate in 1997 and put the fixtures in storage hefore
renovating and reselling it |

First Texas Latina Film Festival
seeks submissions

The very first All Latina Film Festival for Texas, called Senorita Cinema, is going to be held on October 12
and 13 in Houston. They are currently seeking films and videos by Latina Filmmakers and Video Artists for an
exclusive exhibition at Houston’s Lawndale Art Center.

Awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be given out. Any genre 15 minutes or less will be considered, inclug-
Ing trailers for Iarger works and even music videos. Multiple entries are accepted as long as the total mnning
time does not exceed 15 minutes and are on one tape or disk.

They will accept films on VHS, DVD, mini DV, or Digital 8. To enter, fill out an application along with $15
any time between July 30th and September21st I you are going to submit late, it will be $25 ang they only
will accept those between September 22nd and October 2nd (the final deadline to be postmarked).
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|Aow what would be more en-

tertaimnﬁ than free gasoline night
at the ballpark?

If San
Francisco’s
Glant took the
advice of Hall
of Famer Bob
Feller,

“If I'm Barry
Bonds, 1’d
have an open
(performance-
enhancing drug)
test, right now,
In fr)nt of the
news media,”
Feller was say-
Ing the other

da¢ |
ep, and If
.they gave away
vacation pack-
ages to Hawai
each time you
or | rana yel-
low light, we’d
all be having
terrific sum-
mers.

“If I knew a fellow was taking
steroids or cheating, I don’t want
him in the Hall of Fame,” Feller
sald. “I wouldn’t want him here,

“| wouldn’t shake his hand and
welcome him here.”
ntriguing thing? Cranky as
Feller often 1s about any number
of subjects, he intentionally left

the dots unconnected between
the above statement and the

man currently taking aim at
Hank Aaron’s record 755 career
homers.

“[f Bany Bonds breaks Hank
Aaron’s record, so be It,” Feller
sald. “I'm all for it. It could be
good for haseball. |

“Now I1f he’s caught using
steroids, or If he lied to the jury,
or If he was cheating on his

¥ NTS Flowers
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Bl-lingual/Spanish by
Customer Service Custom
Rep MADE
Must type 30 wpm ORDERS
M-F some Saturdays You BUY.
E-mall hr- | EIXI
Johs@ntscom. CALL
Fax 806-788-3397
0307 W. Loop 289
Lubbock, TX 79414
EOE
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Hall members watch, wonder as Bonds chases record HR haul

taxes, he won't %et the numbers (to
gain entry into the Hall of Fame),”

Feller said.
f, i, If.
They extend all the way to up-

state New York. I know. | spent part

of my time in Cooperstown over

the weekend quizzing current Hall
of Famers whether they’re as angst

ridden - or as downright pissed
—as a large percentage of fans.

The answers?

Like you, they’d really, really
like to know the truth,

Like you, they wish the guy
would come clean.

Like you, they wonder exactly
how his head went all Grinch’s

heart and grew three sizes that day.

Yet not one member who has
passed through the pearly gates
of Cooperstown —not one that |
spoke with, anyway - 1S ready to
condemn him.

Yet

“I’'m not a?ainst Barry Bonds by

any means,” Tormer catcher Gary
Carter said. “He’s had a %reat Ca-
reer. | think he was a Ha

about

“The fact that he got better with
age, | think that indicates he did do

something. | don’t see how a guy

?_ets that big with lifting weights. |
Ifted weights my whole career, and

| certainly didn’t get that big.
“You’ve got to question It, but

It’s not proven. So you've got to go

www.eleditor.com
#1 In news &
Information!

_ of Famer
before any of this controversy came

with the flow.”

And that flow Is, for now, that
Carter would welcome him into
the Hall of Fame.

“If the sportswriters vote him
In, you have to accept that he
becomes part of the fraternity,”
Carter said. “Ifhe’s proven
guntz and 1t goes to a vote of
us (the Hall of Fame Veterans’
Commlttee%, I’d go with the
majority. The veterans are
pretty adamant that they don’t
want Pete Rose In.

“Ifthey’re the ones who say
they don’twant aguy in the fra-
ternity, then 1°d vote that way.”

Rose?

“Disney and ESPN don’t
have enough money together to
get me to shake hands with Pete
Rose,” Feller sniffed.

Aaron, though, that’s differ-
ent. Even in his absence —he
was in Puerto Rico with JaEa-
nese star Sadaharu Oh working
a children’s baseball clinic they
co-founded several years ago
- the reverence with which
Aaron is held in Cooperstown
Was Impressive.

“I don’t want him breakin
Aaron’s record,” former Dodg-
ers manager Tommy Lasorda
said. “Aaron Is a good friend of
mine.”

Robin Yount, the former
Milwaukee shortstop, was
playing for the Brewers in the

ik

mid-1970s when Aaron finished
his career there,

“He made a huge Impression
on my life,” Yount said. “All of
a sudden. Hank Aaron’s a team-
mate and I'm 19. I'm like, ‘This
guy’s bigger than the Babe, and
I’'m going to play with him.

“The biggest impression he
made on me was, he was just
one of the guys. It was unbeliev-
able. Here’s ar?uably the great-
est player of all time, and he was

Just one of the guys. That was so

cool to me. I’ll never forget it”

Bonds* has been described
In a lot of different ways. Even
when those descriptions are
positive, the phrase “one of the
guys” isn’tone of them.

And regardless of where or
when he breaks Aaron’s record,
there undoubtedly will be those
who stubbornly will continue to
view Aaron as the Home Run
King. |

*Some people are going to
think that way, no question,”
Yount said. “But until someone
tells me for sure that this guy
had artificial help, I still don’t
think you hold It against him,
but maybe you view it in a dif-
ferent way.”

In some ways, Cooperstown
was kind of like the Dodger
Stadium crowds this week, only
without the “Barry sucks” and
“Ster-oids!” chants. From a dis-

Tickets priced at $12.50/person
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tance, folks marveled at his skills
and remain mostly curious and
tongue-tied at all the stuff they
still do not understand.

“It’s a shame (performance-en-
hancin? drugs) weren’t illegal in
baseball many years back, that’s
all I'can say,” former Baltimore
manager Earl Weaver said. “| tell
you, to become bigger and stron-
ger than anyhody, you’re taking
substances that are not ille?al and
you’re enhancing your ability.
Now, If it was illegal..

“Ifyou’re ayoung man and
It’s legal to get something to help
you hit the ball further, to help
you become higger and stronger,
| think you’re going to do it”

Weaver continued: “I’d like
to see Hank’s name stay in the
record book for home runs. Be
It 50, If there are no criminal
charges against Bonds, let it go
In with an asterisk. The Steroid
Era”

Yep, even in Cooperstown,
feelings ranged from “innocent
until proven guilty” to “Any-
body got some Irish Spring?
| sudaenly feel the need for a
shower.”

“We all make mistakes in
Ife,” Feller said. “I’'m no saint.
Neither Is anyone | know in the
Hall of Fame a saint”

Only questions are the size of
the sins, and the degree of quilt
of the sinner.
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Tiendas Alltel

» Estas tiendas ahora abren los domingos.

Brownfield
405 Lubbock Rd. | (806) 637-3300

Umete
701 N. Dallas | (806) 872-7282

Levelfand
* 409 E Hwy. 1141(806) 894-8004

Lubbock

«3103 34th St 1(806) 797-2355
5217 82nd Sc 1(806)798-0184

« 5810 W. Loop 2891(806) 281-5000
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Plainview
1601 Kermit St | (806) 293-7366

Seminole
200 S. Main St. | (432)758-1200

Compra en las tiendas participantes:

Equipos V ofertas promocionales podha variar
en estas tiendas.

Denver City
Southwest Comm. | (806) 592-7496

Lamesa
Venture Comm. | (806) 872-0316

Levelland
Reaction Wireless (806)894-4003

Lubbock

Trio Wireless (806 368-8741
Trio Wireless (806 747-6999
Trio Wireless (806 797-1290
Wireless 4 U | (806)795-0900

Para cuantas empresariales y gubemamentales llama al 1-866-WLS-BIZZ o visita alltalbusiness.com

ven, (MJate q(

Pleinview
Reaction Wireles
Venture Comm. | (

Post

Reaction Wireless/PCC | (806) 495-0277

06) 296-0009
291-9727
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Aplicen impuestos federales, estateles y locales. Adembt. Alltel cobra una tarife de conectividad. regulatorie y administrative de haste $1.70; Une ta”s federal y estatal del Fondo de Servicio Univerul (embas
tarifas vartan segOn el uso del servicio mévil del cliente); y une tarife por proporcioner el servicio 911 de hesti $1.94 (donde estd disponible el servicio 911). EstM tsrifas ediclonalM pueden no ser impuestos
0 cargos requeridos por el gobiemo y estin sujetos a cembios. Promociones de los Teldfonos: Los teldfonos a estos precios de venta y los reembolsos que apliquen, estAn disponibtes para cliantas nuevos y
clientes existentes que seen elegibles, portiempo limitado, hasta agotar existencias. con la activacitin de un plan do tarifas que califique. Ponte en contacto con Alltel para determiner si eres elegible. Umrtado a
un reembolso por compra que califique. El cliente tiene que pagar los impuestos que apliquen. Consutta el certificado del reembolso para obtener més detalles. Las cubiertas azules y rojas est4n inctuidas en la
compra del teldfono Hue. Las cubiertas rosadas y verdes estdn a la venta. Afirmacitin de la red mas grande: Basada en un antlisis de una compania de investigacidn independiente en abril de 2007, que comparti
los patronos de coberture comercializados por cade compahla de servicios mbviles al momenio da su creacibn, sintener an cuenta las variacionas debidas a interfarencias aldctrigagéa uipo del cliente, topografia

y la interpretacitin y las preferencias-definidas por cada compahla d® sus propios datos de ingenierla. Sin Riasgo: Si no e s completariente satisTacho ¢on tu Servicio postpagaao

ntrodelos

primeros 15 dies consecutivos despuds de la fecha de compra, puedes finalizar tu acuerdo sin penalizacidn por desconexidn y pagando unicamenta por el servicio utilizado. El aquipo que no estd
dsHado tambidn puede ser devuelto o intercambiado. Las tarifas por activacidn y transferencia de directorio no son reembolsables. Para obtener los detalles comptetos, visrta shopalltel.com.

Informacidn adicional: Esta oferta puede estar limitada por tiempo, existencias, cobertura o tocalidades participantes. Hay un cargo no reembolsable de $25 por activacidn y aplica una posible
tarifa de $200 por lines por cancelacidn prematura del contrato. Los servicios estdn sujetos a las Normas y Condiciones de Alltel para Servicios de Comunicacionesy otra informacidn disponible
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