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News eis 

By Louis Aguilar 
A Silicon Valley software 

entrepreneur is bankrolling a 
drive that could allow Cali- 
fornia voters to effectively 
end bilingual education pro- 
grams in the state's public 
schools. 

Ron Unz, who made an un- 
successful bid for the Republi- 
can gubernatorial nomina- 
tion in 1994, is leading. the 
charge to bring the English 
Language Education for Im- 
migrant Children Initiative 
to a statewide vote in June 
1998. 

Barring any last minute de- 
lays, Unz and his supporters 
hope to begin gathering the 
necessary 433,000 signatures 
on July 1 to bring the measure 
to a statewide vote. The group 
has 150 days to gather the sig- 

t  natures. 
The signature campaign 

can be accomplished for about 
$500,000, he said, adding, "As 
people here learn about what 
we are doing, we are getting 
more contributions all the 
time. But I expect to put in a 
good chunk of my own 
money." 

The measure would be a 
complete reversal to Califor- 
nia's approach to bilingual 
education, which is dominat- 
ed by Latino immigrants who 
usually spend three to five 

that years in classes 	at are 
taught primarily in Spanish. 
In all, 1.4 million students 
are enrolled in bilingual edu- 
cation programs. 

The state legislature an- 

mission not to follow its hi- 
lingual education guidelines. 

Gloria Matta Tachman, a 
Latina public school teacher 
from Orange County, has 
agreed  tobe  co-chair of the in- 
itiative campaign. Tachman 
compares the current bilin, 
goal education program to the 
former segregationist policies 
of the Deep South. 

But bilingual educators 
across the nation and in- 
fluential politicians in Cali- - 

fornia have scorching criti- 
cäm for the Unz initiative. 

"It is a sweeping step 
backward," said Jim Lyons, 
executive director of the 

Washington, D.C.-based Na- 
tional Association for Bilin- 
gual Education. 

Mike Schroeder, chair of the 
California Republican Party, 
said he also opposes Unz's at- 
tempt and fears the potential 
for a racially charged debate 
over the issue is all too real. 

"Aa the son of immigrants, I 
strongly believe that people 
should learn English. But that 
doesn't mean we should at- 
tack Hispanics and Spanish 
speakers, which is how this 
debate will be framed. The 
initiative doesn't provide any 
real alternative, and that is 
the danger. Ballot initiatives 
tend to be taken over by the 
moat extreme elements in the 
debate. In the wake of Propo- 
sition 209 and 187, this is not 
something we need. Califor- 
nia needs racial healing 
right now " 

(Louie Aguilar is editor of the na- 
tional newsweekly Hispanic Link 

Fay-Bustillos, vice-president 
of legal programs for the 
Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational 
Fund, is one of many who 
charge that Unz is distorting 
statistics. 

'The 95 percent failure rate 
seems to be incorrect on 
eevera1 levels," she said. 
"Overwhelming 	academic 
research shows that the most 
successful bilingual educa- 
tion programs are long-term. 
The most recent national stu- 
dy suggests that keeping stud- 
ents 	in 	native-language 
classes for at least five years 
gives them a better foundation 
for future academic success. 

"To characterize a student 
(as a failure) for not leaving 
the program after one year is 
unfair," she added. 

Unz said he became interest- 
ed in the issue after reading a 
Los Angeles Times article 
about a group of Mexican im- 
migrant parents in Los An- 
geles who tried to persuade 
their children's elementary 
school, Ninth Street School, to 
provide instruction solely in 
English. About 1 percent of the 
students there master English 
to test out of the bilingual 
classes each year. 

He also pointed to a Los An- 
geles Times poll that showed 
83 percent of Orange County 
Latinos favor English-lan- 
guage classes for all children 
as soon as they begin school, 
with only 17 percent support- 
ing the native-language in- 
struction methods. That coun- 
ty recently asked the state per- 

pears unable to try to correct 
the situation," said Unz. An 
initiative seems the beat 
approach." 

In the state legislature, there 
is a bill that has already 
passed the Senate that would 
give school districts complete 
flexibility to choose and 
design bilingual education 
programs. Representatives of 
the Latino Caucus of the Cali- 
fornia state legislature were 
to meet with sponsors of the 
bill to express their opposition, 
contending it would pave the 
way to English language in- 
struction. 

That is the goal of the Unz 
measure. He wants all public 
school students immediately 
placed in English-language 
lasses. A parent may have 
the choice of putting his or her 
child in classes taught in 
another language, but Unz 
wants them back in English- 
language lasses by the next 
school year. If parents still opt 
for non-English instruction 
after one year, their children 
would then be placed in a 
class that could contain stud- 
exits from a variety of grades. 

Unz said he is tapping into 
mounting disappointment in 
California that bilingual edu- 
cation has failed. "I don't 
think anyone can defend the 
current bilingual education 
program." It has a 95 percent 
failure rate, he said, refer- 
ring to his contention that 
only 5 percent of bilingual 
students each year leave the 
program for regular English- 
languaee classes. Theresa 

Budget Analysis: Tax 
Bill Hurts Poor 

A budget and policy analysis group says the tax bill written 
by 

 
use Republicans and recent and proposed welfare chang- 

es would cut the incomes of the poorest 20 percent of families by 
an average of $420, reports Associated Press. 

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 
HN0026C&handsnt.org , said 87 percent of the benefits of the tax 
and welfare changes would flow to the 20 percent with the high- 
eat incomes. 

"The bottom 60 percent of the population - numbering more 
than 160 million people - would share 4 percent of the net bene- 
fits," according to the study. 

The conclusion is contrary to statements by the chief author 
of the bill, Rep. Bill Archer, R-Texas, who chairs the House 
Ways and Means Committee. He says 71 percent of the benefits 
would go to people who earn between $20,000 and $75,000 a year. 

Deloitte & Touche, a major accounting firm, concluded that 
the biggest winners in a tax plan developed by Senate Republi- 
cans would be families with children and incomes between 
$20,000 and $50,000. The Senate bill is similar to the House 
plan. 

The analyses were released as the House and Senate pre- 
pared to vote this week on the tax bills and accompanying 
changes in the welfare system. 

Archer's bill, scheduled for a House floor vote Thursday, 
calla for a net $85 billion tax cut over five years. It includes a 
$500 tax credit for children under age 17, as major reduction is 
capital-gains and estate taxes and a cut in the alternative min- 
imum taxes, which are aimed at ensuring some tax is paid by 
high-income individuals and profitable corporations no matter 
how many deductions and credits they take. 

The analysis by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
seeks to provide a greater picture of the tax and welfare bills' 
effect on taxpayers by measuring the effects of tax changes on 
different income groups as well as welfare changes proposed 
this year as well as last year. Iris Lay, the center's associate 
director, said last year's bill was included in the study because 
the new welfare proposals make major changes aimed at fix- 
ing the 1996 welfare overhaul. 

The study finds the combined effects would reduce after-tax 
income of the poorest 20 percent of families by an average of 
$420. The most affluent 20 percent would see after-tax income 
rise by $2,500, the study added. 

Deloitte & Touche concluded that a married couple with 
children ages 10 and 13 and a household income of $35,000 
would have their federal income taxes cut by $1,052 under the 
Senate bill - a 40 percent cut from current law. 

The analysis showed families with two children and in- 
comes above $75,000 would receive about 25 percent of the tax 
bill's benefits. The Senate bill is roughly similar to the House 
version, except the Senate plan calls for a 20-cent-per-pack in- 
crease in cigarette taxes. 

[See the Center on Budget's reports, "Archer/Roth Plans 
Deny Wrkg Families" and "Roth Tax Plan Backloading Ben- 
efits Wealthy" in HandsNetlBudget Tax & Policy/Federal 
Tax Issues] 
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La Ensenianza Bilingue 
Proximo Campo De 

Iniciativas De 
an a1  afla an CaR e.ia 	 _ 

Se Convierte En El 
Batalla De has 
California 

mas pars computadoras del 
Valle de Silicon, en el Norte 
de California, eats finan- 
ciando una campafta que po- 
drfa permitir a los electores 
del estado poner fin defbiitivo 
al programs de enseßanza  bi- -  
lingue en las escuelae pfibli- 
cas. 

Ron Unz, que infructuosa- 
mente trat6 de obtener Ia  pos- -  
tulación republicans pars. ser 
gobernador estatal en 1994, 
estä dirigiendo el ataque pars 
llevar la Iniciativa de Ense- 
nanza del Idiome Ingl6s pars 
Nilios Inmigrantes a una vom 
taci6n estatal en junio de 
1998. 

A no ser por cualquier de- - 

mora de ultimo minuto, Unz y 
sus partidarios eeperan come- 
nzar el lx de julio a reunir las 
433,000 firmas necesarias 
pars llevar la medida a una 
yotaci6n estatal. EI grupo 
tiene 150 dfas pars reunir 
dichas firmas. 

Las fiimas Be pueden obten- 
er con una campana de anon 
$500,000, dijo Unz a Hispanic 
Link, agregando que estä 
"dispuesto a poner gran parte 
de mi dinero." 

La medida serla uns revo- 
caci6n completa del enfoque 
Californiano de enseftanza 
bilingue, 	principalmente 
constituido por inmigrantes 
latinos que acostumbran pa- 
ear de tree a cinco altos en 
clases primordialmente en- 
seftadas en Espafiol. En total, 
1.4 millones de estudiantea 
estan matriculados en los 
programas de ensefianza bi- 
lingue. 

"La legislatura del estado 
parece ser incapaz de tratar de 
corregir Is situaci6n. Una in- 
iciativa parece el mejor 
enfoque," dijo Unz. 

Unz quiere que todos los es- 
tudiantes de eacuelas püblicas 
Bean inmediatamente puestos 

Domestic Partner Plans Flourish 
According to a survey by accounting firm KPMG Peat Mar- 

wick says 13 percent of all U.S. employers have quietly extend- 
ed health benefits to the partners of gay workers, reports Asso- 
elated Press. 

For companies with more than 5,000 workers, the figure is 
one in four. 

For the firms that have led the trend, domestic partner bene- 
fits are a simple matter of economics. Gays and lesbians are 
estimated to comprise anywhere from 2 percent to 10 percent of 
the workforce. With unemployment near a 24-year low and la- 
bor demand high, few employers are willing to ignore a signif- 
icant share of the pool of skilled, educated employees. 

The KPMG report, a telephone survey of 1,502 companies with 
more than 200 workers, debunked one commonly expressed 
concern of employers, that covering same-sex partners will 
drive up health care costs. 

Insuring unmarried employees can actually be cheaper. 
Under so-called point-of-service plans, which allow the most 
flexibility within managed care, the average monthly cost for 
domestic partners is $326 a month, compared to $339 for mar- 
ried couples, the study found. 

Indemnity plans for domestic partners are more pricey • $455 
vs. $298 - while HMO plans are about the same, $319 for domes. 
tic partners and $307 for a husband and wife. 

Gays say there's a. reason beyond price to offer benefits to sa- 
me-sex partners: family values. 

If the whole purpose of giving tax incentives and benefits to 
married couples is to create communities and families that 
care for each other and relieve any burden on the government to 
do that, it makes sense to encourage employer groups and others 
to do the same for gays," said Jackson, the Kaiser Permanente 
worker. 

While the city of San Francisco encourages equal treatment 
in the workplace - requiring all firms that do business with the 
city to extend benefits to same-sex partners - Uncle Sam does 
not 

Tax exemptions are granted for health care coverage only to 
the insured employee and married couples. Coverage for an- 
yone else is considered taxable income. 

"Es an deatructivo paao pars 
aträs, " dijo Jim Lyons, di- 
meter ejecutivo de la Asocia- 
ci6nNacional de la Ensetian- 
za Bilingue, an cede en 
Washington, DC. "Lo que es 
realmente ir6nico es que ha 

silo puesto a prueba y ha re- 
sultado ser un fracaso. Ese 
eia el curso de acci6n en 
Texas y California hace afros, 
y  los  chicos no salian con un 
domino completo del ingles. 
En cambio, mäs de ellos 80 per 
ceintos dejaba Is escuela." 

Mike Schroeder, presidents 
del Partido Republicano de 
California, dice que 61 tam- 
bi€n se opone a Is tentativa de 
Unz y teme que Is posibilidad 
de un debate con alto conteni- 
do racial acerca del asunto 
sea iminente. 

"Como hijo de inmigrantes, 
creo en6rgicamente que las 
personas deben aprender in- 
gl€e. Pero eso no significa 
qua deberlamos atacar a los 
hiapanos y a las personas de 
habla hiapana, que es el modo 
en que este debate Beth en- 
marcado. La iniciativa no 
proporciona ninguna alter- 
nativa real y Se es el peligro. 
Los elementos mäs extremos 
del debate tienden a apoder- 
arae de las iniciativas en las 
boletas. En Is estela de las 
Proposiciones 209 y 187, esto 
no es algo que necesitemos. 
California necesita un cura- 
two racial shorn mismo." 

U.S. Judge Stops Deportations 
A federal judge in Miami has issued a court order prevent- 

the deportation of thousands of Nicaraguans and other im- 
grants in three states, reports Reuters. 
Judge James King's preliminary injunction affects immi- 
nnta in Florida, Georgia and Alabama. The order says no 
portations of Nicaraguans can take place at least until a 
nuary 1998 trial on the matter. 
The ruling effectively prevents the federal government from 
nding home Nicaraguans who have lived in legal limbo 
L ce coming to the United States during the 1980s civil war in 
air country. 

terra deapu6s de leer un artic- 
ulo en el Los Angeles Times, 
sabre un grupo de padres mex- 
icanos inmigrantes de Loa 
Angeles que trataron de con- 
vencer a la escuela primaria 
de sus hijos, Ninth Street 
School, que diem instrucci6n 
solamente en ingl€s. Tan 
solo el 1 por ciento de los estu- 
diantes de clases bilingues 
llegan tener suficiente domi- 
nio del ingl€s como pars 
agrobar el examen de profi- 
ciencia en ingl6s cada afro. 

El tambi€n sefiala a una en- 
cuesta del Los Angeles Times 
qua mostr6 que el 83 por ciento 
de los latinos del Condado 
Orange favorecen las clases 
en ingles pars todoa los nifios 
tan pronto como ingresen a Is 
escuela, y solo el 17 por ciento 
apoya Is instruci6n en otro id- 
ioma. Recientemente, ese 
condado pidi6 permiso al es- 
tado pare no seguir las direc- 
trices de ensefianza bilingue. 

Una maestra latina del Con- 
dado Orange, Gloria Matta 
Tachman, ha aceptado ser Is 
co-presidents de Is campana 
gor  Is iniciativa. Ella corn- 
pan al programs actual de In 
enaefanza bilingue con vie- 
jas präcticas segregacionis- 
taa del Sur. 

Los educadores bilingueo de 
toda In naci6n y los politicos 
influyentes de California han 
hecho criticas hirientes a Is 
iniciativa de Unz. 

Woman's Death Prompts 
Concern Over Workfare 

A 50-year-old workfare participant with heart problems died 
on the job last week, prompting questions about the city's ability 
to determine whether some of its workfare laborers might be too 
sick to work, reports The New York Times. 

The worker, Marsha Motipersad, whose heart disease had 
forced her to leave a job in 1994 as a secretary with the Child- 
ren's Aid Society, HN7077(handenet.org , after 17 years, died 

Continued on Page 5 

glee. Padres de familia ten- 
dran la opci6n de poner a su 
hijo(a) en clases enaefiadae 
en otro idioma, pero Unz exije 
que regresen a clases enseRa- 
das en inglds al afio escolar 
siguiente. Si despu€s de un 
alto los padres todavfa optan 
por instrucci6n que no sea en 
ingl€s, su hijo(a) sera ubicado 
en un aula de clases que po- 
drla tener estudiantes de di- 
versoso de grados. 

Unz dice basarse en el cre- 
ciente opinion que Is educa- 
ci6n bilingue ha fracasado. 
No creo que alguien pueda 

defender al programs actual 
de enseiianza bilingue", dice 
€1. Tiene una tasa de fracasos 
del 95 por ciento, refiriendose 
al hecho de que solo el 5 por 
ciento de los eatudiantes bi- 
lingues salen del programs 
en cada afro pare dirigirse a 
clases ensefiadas en ingl6s. 

Theresa Fay-Bustillos, vice- 
presidents pars programas 
legales del Fondo M6xicoa- 
mericano pars la Defensa Le- - 

gal, es una de muchas per- 
sonas que acusan a Unz de es- 
tar diatorcionando las esta- 
disticas sobre Is enseflanza 
bilingue. 

"La tasa de fracaso del 95 por 
ciento me parece incorrecta a 
varios niveles. La abrumante 
mayorla de la investigaci6n 
acad6mica muestra que los 
programas de enseitanza bi- 
lingue que tienen mäs €xito 
son los que funcionan a largo 
plazo. El estudio nacional 
mäe reciente sugiere que el 
mantener a los estudiantea en 
las clases an au idioma nativo 
por lo menos durante cinco 
altos, les da un mejor cimien- 
to para un exitoso futuro scam 
demico. 

"El caracterizar a un estu- 
diante como un fracaso por no 
salir del programs despu6s de 
un aflo es injusto." 

Unz dijo que Be interes por el 
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La Mentira Que Los Periodistas Informan Diariamente Sittin' H 
Por Ray Sudrrz 

(Este es una version resumi- 
da del discuso principal de la 
conferencia anual de la Mo- 
ciaciön de Periodistas Hispa- 
nos (NAHJ en ingles) en 
Seattle pronunciado el 5 de Ju- 
nio por Ray Suarez, moder- 
ador del programa "All 
Things 	Considered" 	-- 
"Considerando 	todas 	las 
Iosas"-- de National Public 
Radio. Para obtener un copia 
de su presentaciön completes, 
comunfquense con Suarez en 
National Public Radio, 635 
Massachusetts Ave. NW., 
Washington, DC. 20001; tele- 
fono (202) 414-2346; FAX (202) 
414-3025.) 

Ultimamente he estado pen- 
sando mucho acerca del pai- 
saje mental que elaboramos 
para la gente, nuestros lee- 
tores, radio-escuchas y televi- 
dentes. Hay una brecha de 
confianza en 1997. La inves- 
tiga©ones sobre la opinion 
püblica hallan que, a pesar de 
las muchas buenas noticias 
referentes al estado de la na- 
don, los estadounidenses son 
lentos en manifestar su opti- 
mismo, y estän convencidos 
de que el pals es, en general, 
un peor lugar de lo que 
realmente es. 

cCuäl es el relato que damos 
sobre la vida diaHa de este 
pals, que ideas le damos al 
publico? 

Salimos, examinamos lo 
malo y lo bueno, investiga- 
mos Iosas, hacemos pregun- 
tas y entonces destilamos lo 
que hemos aprendido en un 
relato de 700 palabras. 

Hasta aquf estä bien, Ito es 
asf? 

Creo que el problema octure 
en nuestro siguente movi- 
miento, al decidir quer es lo 
que se va a mostrar en la 
tnnsmisibn de noticias, en la 
revista o en el periOdico. La 
noticia es aquello que sucedi6 
hoy y que significd algo pars 
muchas personas, o que afect6 
a un asunto de interes comün, 
o que fue lo suficientemente 
inusitado como pars ser digno 
de observarse. 

oPonemos espejos delante de 
las carts de las personas y 
sencillamente reproducimos 
todos sus juicios acerca del 
mundo y del modo que este 
funciona, o bien situamos una 
ventana frente sus Ojos, a 

traves de la cual ellos puedan 
urirar al reste del mundo, 
mäs aiM del fin de su calle, 
mäs aiM de las puntas de sus 
narices? 

El nümero de crimenes vi- 
lentos en el pals cae Como una 

Thinkin donde las creencias absuxdas 
son mäs atractivas que los 
hechos inequfvocos. 

LCuäl es la verdad que llega 
de esta fuente popular de noti- 
cias? 

tQue el gobierno estä cre- 
ciendo? No es asf. 

tQue los inmigrantes no 
aprenden ingles? Sf lo apren- 
den. 

LQue los impuestos estan a 
su nivel mäs alto en la histor- 
ia? No lo estän. LQue la ayuda 
al exterior estä haciendo au- 
mentar al deficit presupues- 
tario? No es ast 

tQue los hombres blancos de 
gran habilidad y talento estän 
siendo desplazados de todos 
los empleos decentes pars fa- - 
vorecer a negros y latinos? 

Toda Glase imaginable de 
insensatez da la vuelta al pals 
y al mundo por cortesfa del 
Internet, mientras nos aden- 
tramos en una nueva edad de 
desinformacion. Pistas de 
aterrizaje pars embarques de 
cocafna en Arkansas admin- 
istradas por Bill Clinton; 
13,000 muertos en la Guerra 
del Golfo Pe rsico ocultadas 
por el Departamento de la De- - 
fensa; el gobierno Como autor 
intelectual del explosion en 
Oklahoma City. 

Este nuevo instrumento 
maravilloso ha abierto todo 
un mundo nuevo de false- 
dades emocionantes, a medi- 
da que la brecha de la credibi- 
lidad se llena de basura. 

Los periodicos y las  esta- - 
ciones de television estän In- 

- 
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piedra, especialmente en las 
grandes zonas metiopolita- 
nas. oSabfan ustedes que 
Nueva York tiene ahora una 
de las tasas m> s bajas de de- - 
lincuencia que cualquier ciu- 
dad grande del pals? Al mis- 
mo tiempo, la proporcion del 
espacio local de noticias dedi- 
cado a la delincuencia ha cte- 
So en un 30 por ciento. Las 
personas que se enfrentan con 
la tarea de elaborar un cuadro 
exacto de la realidad a partir 
de las Iosas que yen en tele- 
visiön o impresas, son cada 
vez mäs incapaces de hacer 
eso. 

LQue ha creado nuestro de- - 
scenso a la trivialidad? LQu€ 
se desprende de esta crisis de 
verosimilitud? 

Una encuesta reciente efec- 
tuada par el Centro Pew pars 
el Publico y la Prensa pre- 
guntaba si el pals se encami- 
naba en la direcciön corrects 
en la luchs contra la deli- 
cuencia. La gran mayoria de 
los entrevistados fueron per- 
sonas de raza blanca, y de 
clase media, que viven en 
sectores suburbanos de las zo- 
nas metropolitanas, unos de 
los lugares mäs seguros del 
pals. Sus probabilidades de 
llegar a ser vfctimas de un 
crimen violento han dismi- 
nuido considerablemente si 
es les ha sucedido algo; no ob- 
stante, siete de cada 10 per- 
sonas dijeron que el pals va 
en la direcci6n equivocada en 
la lucha contra el crimen. 

Aunque la mayor ptoporciön 
de los asesinatos son cometi- 
dos por gente conocida por la 
vfctima, en nuestra covertura 
nos concentramos en la de- - 
lincuencia por parte de los ex- 
tranos. Hacemos la norma de 
lo exceptional. Comunmente 
decimos que las victimas j6- 
venes de los asesinatos esta- - 
ban en el lugar equivocado en 
el momenta equivocado. 

Ese pedazo trillado de insen- 
satez encubre la verdadera 
amenaza de los tiroteos calle- 
jetos, de las pandillas de nar- 
co- traficantes v de la vida en 
las vecindades mäs peligro- 
sas de la naciön. Universali- 
zamos un ptoblema que tiene 
lugares 	muy 	especfficos. 
Nunca cuestffnamos nuestro 
insipido cliche. 

Si un chico mexicano de 17 
aflos de edad de Chicago re- 
sulta muerto frente a la escue- 
la, LCuäl es el lugar equivo- 
cado donde se encontraba en 
momento equivocado? tEn la 
escuela? LEn su vecindad? 
tEn Chicago? 

Mali noticia, "Me," deber- 

tando de an-eglärselas con 
menos reporteros, trabajando 
ärduamente pars veneder 
una y otra vez la misma 
carne picoteada. Aunque el 
negocio estä ampliändose, cu- - 
riosamente se estä encogien- 
do al mismo tiempo, de modo 
que no es clam Si deberfamos 
seguir la corriente o dedicar- 
nos con seriedad a un examen 
de coinciencia. 

Despuds de todo, muchos de 
los lugares en que crecimos 
son los que estän recibiendo 
la peor informaciön, la mäs 
distorvionada y la mäs de- 
structiva. 

Hoy, voy a romper mi propia 
regla, al sugerir que si us- 
tedes Green que todo anda bien 
con el modo de que estamos 
informando a nuestro pats, 
ustedes bien podrfan estar en 
el lugar equivocado en el mo- 
mento equivocado. 

(Este resumen fue editado por ei 
corresponsal Edgar Ortega Barrales, 
de Hispanic Link News Service.)  

Propiedad literatia registrada por 
Ray Suarez en 1997. Distribufdo per 

The Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 

fas heberte quedado en Duct. 
ngo. 

A medida que las personas 
se acurrucan en los suburbios 
y escuchan los atropellos mäs 
recientes en las noticias del 
dfa, les enviamos este men- 
saje: "Eh, ustedes tambien po. 
drfan estar en el lugar equiv- 
ocado en el momenta equivo• 
cado. La delincuencia es for- 
tufta, afeeta a todos; nadie 
estä seguro. De modo que no 
conduzean hacia la el centro 
de la ciudad; no usen las es- 
cuelas püblicas; no usen los 
parques püblicos." Es una 
mentira que nuestra indus- 
tria dice todos los dfas. Y es 
una mentira que tiene graves 
repercusiones en nuestra so- 
ciedad, porque la historia ver- 
dadera de quiEn results 
muerto -- y de qu€ modo -- no 
obligarla a reaccionar. 

Ese modo de elaborar las no- 
ticias no es mcuho mejor que 
mentir y es inseparable del 
hecho de que nuestra prüfe- 
siön, junto con la politica y la 
ley, estä alimentando el ci- 
nismo cada vez mayor con el 
que el publico considera sus 
instituciones bäsicas. Deber- 
famos ser considerados como 
vitales por el publico, porque 
nuestras vidas estän envuel- 
tas en investigar y contar la 
historia completes. 

Sin embargo, una cantidad 
cada vez mayor de personas 
de todo el pals me dicen que 
dependienden menos de la 
corriente convencional de no- 
ticias de radio, television o 
periödicos. 

En economia hay una ley 
llamada 	la 	"Ley 	de 
Gresham." 	Es 	sencilla: 
Cuando hay dos Glases de mo- 
neda en manos del publico, el 
dinero malo desplaza al bue- 
no. En el mercado de los Esta- 

dos Unidos, tenemos una Ley 
de Gresham en la edad de la 
informacibn, ya que la infor- 
maciön mala continua des- 
plazando a la buena. 

En la brecha de credibilidad, 
viertan locutores que antes 
hacian comet-dales, locutores 
con bocas que derraman in- 
sensateces y bazos que born- 
bean bus, locutores que estän 
listos a odiar lo que ustedes 
odien; listos a aceptar sus 
simples respuestas a pregun- 
tas complicadas y, de paso, 
ganatse un dölar mientras 
tanto. 

Como un reto desafiante a 
nuestra industria, los progra- 
mas de de noticias radiofoni- 
cos cierran el vacfo entre el 
cuerto de redacciön y la Sala 
de estar, al crear un mundo 

The Lie That Journalists Report Daily 
fly Kay Suarez 

Lately, I've been thinking a 
lot about the mental landscape 
that we build for people, our 
readers, listeners and view- 
ers. There is a confidence gap 
in 1997. Public opinion re- 
search finds that in the face of 
lots of good news concerning 
the state of the nation, Ameri- 
cans are still slow to express 
optimism, and convinced that 
the country is in many ways a 
worse place than it really is. 

What is the story we tell of 
daily life in this country that 
gives people these ideas? 

We go out, look at the bad, at 
the good, find things out, ask 
questions and then distill 
what we've learned into a 700- 
word story. 

So far, so good, right? 
I think the problem enters in 

our next move, in deciding 
what it is that goes in the 
newscast, the magazine, the 
newspaper. News is what hap- 
pened today that meant 
something to a lot of people, or 
affected a matter of common 
concern, or was unusual 
enough to be worthy of re- 
mark. 

Do we hold up a mirror to 
peoples faces and simply 
play back to them all their 
judgments about the world 
and the way it works, or do we 
hold a window up to their 
world through which they can 
look out on the rest of the world 
beyond the end of their street, 
beyond the end of their noses? 

Talking The Talk 
by Ira Cutler 

No one who regularly reads this column will be surprised 
that I am under-whelmed by what I read of President Clin- 
ton's new campaign on race. Some weeks ago I promised 
myself, and others, that I would write no more Bill Clinton 
columns, but here I go again. I cannot help it -- it just keeps 
getting worse and worse and I feel compelled to say so. 

If you missed it, the long awaited race initiative amounted 
to a speech, a year long public discussion, a seven-member 
advisory panel and a whole lot of psycho-babble about a na- 
tional group therapy process in which we will 'break down 
the barriers in our lives, our minds, our hearts." The Presi- 
dent will do televised town meetings, a la Phil Donahue, give 
a monthly race speech and will spend the next year figuring 
out what he actually wants to do. Meanwhile, no money will 
be spent, no laws passed, no regulations promulgated noth- 
ing that the government is supposed to do, in fact, will be im 
volved at all in this first year. Instead, it will be all show. 

The New York Times reported that, "To prepare for Mr. 
Clinton's focus on race, the White House consulted with as 
many as 100 people in the past few months. Mr. Clinton ex-, 
amined survey data on racial attitudes assembled by his 
pollsters. This week, he consulted at the White House with an 
array of scholars and civil rights leaders he and his speech 
writers went through draft after draft of his address.. and he 
was still polishing (it) past midnight." 

Ironically, Mr. Clinton tied his current race campaign to 
the 1958 forced integration of the Little Rock schools, when 
President Eisenhower used U.S. troops to physically clear the 
way and to support the constitutional right of black students to 
attend previously all-white public schools. No two acts deci- 
sively using armed troops and  calling  for a national chat 
could be farther apart in style or substance, yet in the Presi- 
dent's mind they are somehow linked, perhaps even equival- 
ent. Eisenhower, a very different sort of man in a very dif= 
ferent time, simply did what he needed to do and did not talk 
about it very much. 

The reaction to the President's speech was, I thought, re- 
markably restrained. Many pointed out, politely, that there 
are quite a number of concrete things that the President might 
be doing while we are all talking. He might instruct the At- 
torney General, for example, to focus on rooting out continued 
discrimination in housing and employment. Or put the Edu- 
cation Department and the Civil Rights Division to work ad- 
dressing the tremendous disparity between the public educa- 
tion offered in poor, primarily minority schools and those of 
the more affluent. Perhaps the Labor Department could do a 
better job addressing the massive disparity in wealth and un- 
employment that accompanies race and ethnicity. And per- 
haps the President could even propose spending money on a 
decent standard of living for all poor children, or additional 
public housing or a decent welfare standard in this, the rich- 
est country in the world. 

But the President proposed no such things and very few 
criticized him harshly. For reasons that I cannot grasp, the 
entire left-liberal wing of America, if there still is one, has 
decided to give Bill Clinton a free pass on whatever he does or 
does not do, for as long as he remains around. 

The President seems unwilling to consider any courses o f  
action that cost money, raise controversy or might create con- 
firontation. Unlike Eisenhower who sent in troops or Lyndon 
Johnson who knowingly lost the South for the Democratic 
Party on issues of civil rights, Bill Clinton seems to think 
that he can finesse the race issue in America and still make 
change. No such luck. 

One notable exception to the lack of critical response was 
Mary Frances Berry, the Chair of the US Civil Rights Com- 
mission, who compared the new race initiative to the Presi- 
ient's Summit on Volunteerism which, she said, had a half- 
Life of 30 seconds." I was glad someone else said that -- it 
made me feel less alone.. 

Part of my frustration with all this is that President Clin- 
ton is a two-term President who has nothing to lose -- he card 
,gyo for broke, he can be radical and creative -- and yet he is be- 
ng so cautious. In addition, students of the Presidency will 
:ell you that, most often, second terms are not especially pm- 
iuctive because the occupant of the White House very quickly 
becomes a "lame duck." He cannot run again, so his coat- 
ails are meaningless. He will be gone soon and his ability to 
sward and punish becomes severely eroded. By the time 
linton is done thinking it all over about race, he will be en- 

:ering the third year of his second term and no one, except 
perhaps Al Gore, will need him or care what he thinks. 

Most of all, I am worried that this style of Presidency may 
)e imitated by others and be the do minan t style for the rest o 
fly life. After all, Bill Clinton is a wildly successful politi- 

^ian the only Democrat elected to two terms since Roosevelt 
and he is riding high in the polls. Other politicians, looking 
or the secret to success, may also adopt the politics of empti- 
tess and compromise as a ticket to the White House. Maybe 
.
his is what people want a speech here a photo op there, no 
Substance, no controversy, no fuss. If that is what we want, 
hen surely we will keep on getting it. 

Ira Cutler, says he's seeking a semi-legitimate outlet for thoughts and 
ideas too irreverant, too iconoclastic, or just too nasty for polite, serious, 
self-important company. He promises us a Monday column most weeks. 
More recently Ira has become involved in communicating in another way, 
through speeches which he calls Standin' Here Talinn' 
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fact that our profession cur- 
rently is up there with politics 
and the law in fueling the 
growing cynicism with which 
people regard their basic in- 
stitutions. We should be 
thought vital by the public be- 
cause our lives are wrapped up 
with fording out, and telling, 
the rest of the story. 

Nonetheless, more and more 
people around the country tell 
me that they are depending 
less on the conventional 
news-delivery stream of ra- 
dio, television and newspa- 
pers. 

In economics, there's 
something called Gresham's 
Law. It's simple: When there 
are two kinds of currency in 
people's hands, bad money 
drives out good. In the U.S 
marketplace, we've got an in- 
formation-age 	Gresham's 
Law at work, as the bad infor- 
mation continues to drive out 
the good. 

Into the credibility gap pour 
former announcers, voice- 
over men and disc jockeys 
with spleens pumping bile 
and mouths spewing non- 
sense, who are ready to hate 
what you hate, ready to agree 
with your easy answers to 
complicated questions and 
make a buck while they're at 
it. 

As a defiant snub to our biS- 
ness, talk radio closes the 
chasm between the newsroom 

Lealo Primero 
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make the exceptional the 
norm. We keep saying of 
young murder victims that 
they were in the wrong place 
at the wrong time. 

That trite piece of nonsense 
covers up the real threat of 
drive-bys and drug gangs 
and life in the nation's most 
dangerous neighborhoods. It 
universalizes a problem that 
has very specific places. We 
never question our own bland 
cliche. 

If a 17-year-old Mexican kid 
in Chicago is killed outside 
school, where is the wrong 
place he happened to be at the 
wrong time? School? His 
neighborhood? Chicago? 

Bad move, eae,you should 
have stayed in Durango. As 
people hunker down in the 
suburbs and listen for the lat- 
est outrages in today's news, 
we send them the message, 
"Hey, you could be in the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time, too. Crime is random. It 
can get everybody, nobody's 
safe. So don't drive down- 
town, don't use public schools, 
don't use public parks." ItDs a 
lie our business tells every 
day. And it's a lie with seth 
ous repercussions in our so- 
ciety, because the true story of 
who really gets killed in the 
country -- and how -- would 
force us to respond. 

That way of doing the news 
is no better than lying and 
cannot be separated from the 

Violent crime in the country 
overall is dropping like a 
rock, particularly in big met- 
ropolitan areas. Did you 
know that New York now has 
one of the lowest crime rates of 
any big city in the eountry? At 
the same time, the portion of 
the local news hole filled by 
crime has grown 30 percent. 
People faced with building an 
accurate picture of reality 
from the things they see on 
television and in print are in- 
creasingly unable to do so. 

What has our descent to triv- 
iality created? What is the 
run-off from this credibility 
crisis? 

A recent survey conducted by 
the Pew Center for the People 
and the Press asked if the 
country was headed in the 
right direction when it comes 
to crime. The great majority 
of those surveyed were white, 
middle-class people who live 
in suburban sections of met- 
ropolitan areas, some of the 
safest places in the country. 
Their chances of becoming 
victims of a violent crime 
have, if anything, signifi- 
cantly dropped; yet seven out 
of 10 respondents said the 
country was headed in the 
wrong direction when it 
comes to dealing with crime. 

While the largest single 
chunk of murders are com- 
mitted by people's associates, 
we concentrate our coverage 
on crimes by strangers. We 
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E1 Referendo Contra La 
l 

Ensenianz 
BILINGUE Pregunta: ^Que 
llev6 a su involucracion con 

n la ptomociön de u referendo 
präcticamente eliminaria la 
ensenanza bilingue en Cali- 
fornia? 

Respuesta: He estado muy 
interesado polfticamente en 
las Iosas que tengan que ver 
con la raza, la etnicidad, la 
politica social, la inmigra- 
ci6n, la ensenanza bilingue y 

li

la asimilacion. He estado in- 
teresado en la enseüanza bi- 

ngue por lo menos probable- 
mente hace 10 6 15 altos. 

Siempre pense que no pare- 
cfa ser una buena idea. Let 
varios artfculos, libros y otras 
Iosas durante los altos. Pero 
lo que sucediö para provocar 
mi interes directamente es el 
caso de Los Angeles el alto pa- 
sado en la Escuela Elemental 
de la Calle Novena. Un grupo 
de padres inmigrantes y tra- 
bajadores 	del 	vestido 
realmente empez6 un boicot 

• pttblico de su escuela elemen- 
tal local. La escuela se nega- 
ha a enseiiar inglés a sus hi- 
Jos. 

Pregunta: oEncontr6 usted a 
muchas escuelas del estado 
negändose a ensefiar ingles? 

Respuesta: Segün la ley ac- 
tual de enseflanza bilingue de 
California, un padre o  uns 

ns madre pueden solicitar u 
dispensa en teorfa. En otras 
palabras, un padre o una ma- 
dre puede it a la escuela y 
decir que quieren que su 
rüiiolal sea trasladado(a) a 
un prvgrama orientado hacia 
el idioma ingles. Los padres 
hallen bäsicamente muchos

ul  obstäcos ante ellos, espe- 
cialmente los inmigrantes 
pobres. No hablan el idioma 
muy bien ellos mismos. Es- 
tän muy atareados trabajando 
largas horas en un empleo y 
estän atemorizados en t€rmi- 
nos de luchar con las autor- 
idades. 

Pregunta: ^JHa mirado usted 
a cualesquiera programas, o 

cu ha hablado con alesquiera 
grupos que esten involuctados 
en la enseflanza bilingue, o 
que la apoyen? 

Respuesta: Decidf, antes de 
hacer cualquier Cosa, que de- 
berfa comunicarme con las 
personas del otm lado y obten- 
er su impresi6n sobre el asun- 
to. Una pregunta que hice a to- 
das estas personas era muy 
fundamental: ‚E8 la meta de 
estee programas el hater que 
los mios adquieran domino 
del Angles? 

Si se habla de adolescentes 
de 14 6 15 altos que vienen a 
los Estados Unidos sin hablar 
ingles, eso es dificil. A esa 
edad no es Mcil aprender otro 
idioma. Ahi podria tener al- 
gün sentido. Pero si se habla 
de un(a) nitlo(a ) de cinco 
altos de edad, todas las per- 
sonas a quienes conozco dicen 
que solo se necesita de unos

rs  

	

pocos meses pa 	aprender 
otro idioma cuando se tiene 
esa edad. 

Lo que hay ahora mismo es 
un sistema en el que, si se 
clasifica a los niüos Como que 
no saben ingles, la escuela 
obtiene mäs dinero. La eBene- 
la tiene un interes crgiado 
pars que se dasifique a esos 
ninos Como ,ue no hablan in- 
glee. 

Pregunta: 4Cree usted 
realmente que el dinero es la 
motivaciön de la escuela? 

Respuesta: Creo que la 
mayorfa de los maestros in- 
volucrados son maestros sin- 
eel-os.  Pero esa es la Glase de 
asunto en que, si alguien es 
un administrador escolar y 
tiene hmitaciones en su pre- 
supuesto y no es el que trata 
con los nillos, no se siente 
culpable. 	Puede 	decirse: 
"Bueno, quizä deberfamos es- 
tar haciendolo de otro modo. 
Pero por otm parte, es tan 
agradable el tener este dinero 
adicional y podrfamos usarlo

rs  pa tantos fines buenos. Po- 
driamos ayudar a los ninos 
con este dinero." 

Pregunta: Algunos edu- 
cadores bilingues creen que a 
los niflos que no hablan in- 
gles no deberla eneenärseles 
ingles antes de entrar a la es- 
cuela, porque perderän la ca- 
pacidad de comunicarse con 

^ SUB padres. 	stä usted preo- 

Why Unz Is Promoting Anti-Bilingual Education 
a Bilingue 

cupado por eso? 
Respuesta: Estoy esceptico 

area de So. No puedo vex- 
cömo un(a) ni17o(a) puede 
realmente perder, digamos, 
su domirtio del espazlol si la 
mayor-la de los miembros de 
su familia hablan espanol. 

Pregunta: Usted mencion6 
que se reuni6 con algunos 
grupos latinos. oC6mo result6 
eso? 

Respuesta: Trate de reunir- 
me a propbsito con los grupos 
que vienen desde uns per- 
apectiva muy distinta. Me re- 
uni con la dirigencia de La 
Raza en Washington. Me re- 
uni con Antonia Hernändez, 
de MALDEF (Fondo Mexicoa- 
mericano pars la Defensa Le- 
gal y la Ensenanza 1. La reac- 
ci6n de la mayor parke de es- 
tas personas es obviamente 
que estän muy comprometidos 
con la enseflanza bilingue. 
Eibe no Green que la ense- 
Eanza bilingue, como teorla, 
tiene la culpa. Elloa Green que 
no se estä obteniendo sufi- 
ciente froanciamiento, que 
estä siendo implantada err6- 
neamente o que no tiene los 
maestros adecuados. Pero es- 
tos problemae han venido su- - 
cediendo durante 20 a 25 anos. 
Solo me parece que en el fu- 
turo previsible no van a come- 
nzar a funcionar milagrosa- 
mente. 

La ensefianza bilingue es un 
asunto singular que puede ser 
enfocado por una iniciativa. 
Si esta iniciativa es aprobada, 
me imagino que en el espacio 
de un ano habrä muy poca en- 
seflanza bilingue en Califor- 
nia. Algunos padres y ma- 
dies la quieren, pero la in- 
mensa mayorfa querrä que se 
ensefle ingles desde el princi- 
pio. 

Pregunta: ‚C6mo cite usted 
que los hispanos votarän en el 
referendo? 

Reapuesta: Creo que So va a 
ser muy interesante. Voy a 
situar la mayor parte de la 
gestion sobre el voto de los in- 
migrantes hispanos. Si la in- 
iciativa es aprobada debido a 
los votos de los anglo-amen- 
canos solamente, Iasi no ten- 
drä la clase de efecto ni en 
terminos de ser puesta en 
präctica ni en terminos del 
mensaje que realmente diria, 
Como Si es aprobada abruma- 
doramente con votos de hispa- 
nos y de inmigrantes en gen- 
eral. Espero que podamos 
hater que el 70% de la pobla- 
don hispana vote a favor de 
ella. 

Pregunta: Algunos alegan 
que su interes por iniciar el 
referendo es politico -- el de 
ganar reconocimiento pars su 
nombre en un asunto seme- 
jante a la Proposici6n 187 (que 
prohibi6 a los ninos de los pa- 
dres indocumentados el asis- 
tir a las escuelas püblicas) 
porque usted tiene aspira- 
ciones de postularse pars un 
cargo estatal. 

Respuesta: Eso (correr como 
candidato pars gobernadorl 
serla un proyecto serio, 
mayor. No he puesto en sitio 
nada semejante. Desde el 
senado, tenemos un grupo 
grande de republicanos postu- 
ländose ya. Vers que pasa. 
Ahora mismo, deshacerse de 
la educaci6n bilingue en Cal- 
ifornia no es una tarea fäcil. 

Pregunta: oTeme usted que 
su iniciativa vaya a contrib- 

uir a una division etnica 
mayor? 

Respuesta: Ese es un peligro 
muy grave, y voy a hacer ab- 
solutamente todo lo que pueda 
pars evitarlo. Cuando hable 
con Antonia Hernändez, es- 
tuvimos de acuerdo en que es 
un riesgo verdadero y ambos 
acordamos hater todo lo que 
pudieramos por ambas partes, 
asumiendo que su organiza- 
don termine oponiendose a la 
iniciativa. Una Cosa que ya 
hice clara es que nadie que 
este identificado de cualquier 
modo con la Proposici6n 187, o 
con cualquiera de los movi- 
mientos en contra de los in- 
migrantes, llegarä a estar ni 
a una milla de esta iniciati- 
va. 
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in initiating this referendum 
is political -- to gain name 
recognition on a Proposition 
187-type issue (which barred 
children of undocumented 
parents from attending public 
schools) because you have as- 
pirations to run for statewide 
office. 

A: That (mooting for gover- 
nor) would be a very major 
undertaking. I haven't put 
anything in place for someth- 
ing like that. On the Senate 
side, you have a whole bunch 
of Republicans already run- 
ning. I'll see what happens. 
Right now, getting rid of  bi- -  
lingual is no simple task. Q: 
Are you fearful your initia- 
tive is going to contribute to 
further ethnic division? 

A That is a very serious 
danger I am going to do abso- 
lutely everything I can to 
avoid. When I talked to MW- 
nia Hernandez, we both 
agreed that it is a real risk, 
and we both agreed to do any- 
thing we can on each side, as- 
suming that her organization 
ends up opposing it. 

One thing I made very clear 
is that nobody who in any way 
is identified with Proposition 
187 or any of the anti-immi- 
grant movements will get 
within a mile of this initia- 
tive. 
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met with the leadership of La 
Raza in Washington. I met 
with Antonia Hernandez of 
MALDEF (Mexican Ameri- 
can Legal Defense and Edu- 
cational Fund). The reaction 
by most of these people is ob- 
viously that they are very 
committed to bilingual educa- 
lion. They don't think its the 
fault of bilingual education as 
a theory. (They) think it's not 
getting enough funding or be- 
ing badly implemented or not 
having the right teachers. But 
these problems have been ar- 
ound for 20 to 25 years. It just 
seems to me that in the fore- 
seeable future they are not go- 
ing to miraculously start 
working. 

Bilingual education is a 
single issue that can be ad- 
dressed by an initiative. If 
this initiative passes, my 
guess is that in about a years 
time, there will be very little 
bilingual education in Cali- - 
fornja. Some parents will 
want it, but the vast majority 
will want English taught 
from the beginning. 

Q: How do you think His- 
panics will vote on the refer- 
endum? 

A 'Etat I think is going to be 
very interesting. I am going 
to place most of the effort on 
the Hispanic immigrant vote. 
If the initiative passes only 
because of Anglo votes, it 
won't have nearly the sort of 
impact in terms of being car- 
ned out and in terms of what 
it really says if it passes over- 
whelmingly with Hispanic 
votes and immigrant votes in 
general. I would hope we can 
get 70 percent of the Hispanic 
population in California to 
vote for it. 

Q: Some claim your interest 
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support bilingual education? 
A: I decided before I did any- 

thing that I should contact peo- 
ple on the other side and get 
their side of the story. One 
question I asked all of these 
people was very basic: Is the 
goal in these programs to 
make these children fluent in 
English? 

If you're talking about 14- or 
15-year-olds who come to the 
United States not speaking 
any English, that's difficult. 
At that age, it is not so easy to 
learn 	another 	language. 
There it might make sense. 
But if you talking about a 5- 
year-old child, everybody I 
know says it only takes a few 
months to learn another lan- 
guage when you are that age. 

What you have right now is a 
system where if the children 
are classified as not knowing 
English, the school gets more 
money. The school has a tre- 
mendous vested interest in 
having the child classified as 
non-English-speaking. 

Q: Do you really feel that 
money is the motivation of the 
school? 

A: I think most of the teach- 
ers involved are sincere 
teachers. But it's the sort of 
thing where if you are a school 
administrator 	and 	have 
budget constraints and are not 
the one dealing with children, 
you don't feel guilty. You can 
say, "Well, maybe we should 
be doing it differently. But on 
the other hand, it is so nice to 
have this extra money, and we 
could use it for such good pur- 
poses. We could help the 
children with this money." 

Q: Some bilingual educators 
believe that non-English- 
speaking children shouldn't 
be taught English before en- 
tering school because they 
will lose their ability to com- 
municate with their parents. 
Does that concern you? 

A: I am skeptical of that. I 
can't see how a child can re- - 
ally lose, lets say, Spanish, if 
most of the members of their 
family speak Spanish. 

Q: You have mentioned that 
you met with some Latino 
groups. How did that go? 

A: I deliberately tried to meet 
with groups that come from a 
very different perspective. I 
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(Editor's Note: This inter'
view with California busi- 
nessman Ron Unz, author 
and chief financial backer of 
a referendum calling for vir- 
tual elimination of the state's 
bilingual 	education 	pro- 
grams, was conducted by His- 
panic Link News Service pub- 
lisher Charles Ericksen and 
reporter Joseph Torres. Unz 
was a candidate for governor 
in the GOP primary in 1994. 
His answers have been edited 
for length.) 

Q: What led to your involve- 
ment in promoting a referen- 
dum that practically elimi- 
nates bilingual education in 
California? 

A: I have been very interest- 
ed politically in things hav- 
ing to do with race, ethnicity, 
social policy, immigration, 
bilingual education and as- 
similation. I probably have 
been interested in bilingual 
education for at least 10 to 15 
years. 

I always thought that it 
didn't seem like a good idea. I 
read various articles, books 
and things over the years. But 
what happened to spark my 
interest directly is the case in 
Los Angeles last year at 
Ninth Street Elementary 
School. A bunch of immigrant 
parents and garment workers 
actually started a public boy- 
cott of their local elementary 
school. The school refused to 
teach their children English. 

Q: Did you find that many 
schools in the state were re- 
fusing to teach English? 

A: Under California's cur- 
rent bilingual education law, 
in theory, a parent can request 
a waiver. In other words, a 
parent can go down to the 
school and say that they want 
their child transferred to an 
English-oriented 	language 
program. Parents basically 
find so many, roadblocks in 
front of them, particularly 
poor immigrants. They don't 
speak the language very well 
themselves. They are very 
busy, working long hours on a 
job and are frightened in 
terms of fighting with the au- 
thorities. 

Q: Have you looked at any 
programs or talked to any 
groups that are involved in or 
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2602 Avenue Q 
Lubbock, Texas 79405 
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MasterMoneyTM 
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MasterMoneyt  card. Salons, supermarkets, malls, the list goes 
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Padr-ino" 
Mentoring Program 

"Right Size To Be Friendly" 

Access your ASB bank account 24 hours a day. 

Dial #24 from your ® SOul1n.SemetlI cellular phone. 

For more mfrÖrmation call 791-3545 
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Tyson Has Few Memories 

. 	
^ By TIM DAHLBERG 

LAS VEGAS - Mike Tyson 
has only a few hazy memories of 
his first fight with Evander Ho- 
lyfield, a fight he thought he 
had won until his handlers told 
him in the dresaing room that 
he was knocked out in the 11th 
round. 

From the middle rounds on, 
when the two fighters clashed 
heads, Tyson says he doesn't re- - 
member a thing about the upset 
loss that cost him his WBA 
heavyweight title. 

"I was whacked out," Tyson 
said. "Basically, I didn't know 
what was going on in there." 

That might have been why 
Tyson was somewhat less than 
analytical at Wednesday's final 
prefrght press conference when 
someone wanted to know what 
mistakes he made in the first 
fight and what he would do to 
correct them in Saturday night's 
rematch. 

"I lost the first fight, that's 
the biggest mistake there is," 
Tyson said. "We'll correct it by 
winning this time." 
• Whether Tyson can correct it, 
of course, won't be known until 
the two fighters meet in a 
scheduled 12-round heavyweight 
title fight that will be boxing's 
richest ever. 

A bigger question might be 

whether the 34-year-old Holy- 
field can put together back-to- 
back big fights after a lengthy 
career that has seen him take 
bis share of punishment in the 
ring. 

"I look to bring even more to 
the table this time," Holyfield 
said. "They (Tyson's camp) have 
found a way to beat that guy 
they fought Nov. 9. There will 
be a different guy, a better guy, 
in there June 28." 

The two fighters met for the 
final time Wednesday for yet 
another lengthy press confer- 
ence presided over by Don King. 
Subjects ranged the gamut from 
untimely deaths of the relatives 
of famous people to whether 
Pete Rose should get in base- 
ball's Hall of Fame. 

If little was revealed during 
the 90-minute King talkathon, 
it did manage to put both boxers 
on a dais together to promote 
pay-per-view sales that could hit 
record levels. 

"I don't know about this being 
the greatest fight ever, but I 
know it's been built up as the 
greatest fight ever," Tyson said. 

The numbers for the rematch, 

tt 

at least in terms of dollars, are 
staggering. 

Holyfield will get some $35 
million - the biggest one-night 
purse for an entertainer or athl- 
ete of any kind - while Tyson is 
said to be making $30 million for 
his night's work. 

King will certainly get his cut 
too, as will cable television op- 
erators across the country who 
pocket a good percentage of each 
pay-per-view sale at a suggested 
price of $49.95, or $10 more if 
ordered the night of the fight. 

"If you believe the projections 
I've read, this fight will gross 
$130 million," said Jay Larkin, 
the man behind boxing on 
Showtime and its pay-per-view 
arm, SET. "It's one of the big- 
gest sporting events ever." 

The first fight between the 
two men grossed some $100 mil- 
lion, with pay-per-view revenue 
of close to $80 million from 1.6 
million buys, Larkin said. This 
time, he predicted 1.8 million 
buys. 

Add in $15 million or so in for- 
eign 	television 	rights 	and 
another $14 million from the 
live gate at the MGM Grand 
Hotel, and the numbers finally 
compute. 

After selling out the 16,331- 
seat MGM Grand Garden at 
prices ranging from $200 to 
$1,500 a seat, the hotel put on 
sale 3,500 closed-circuit tele- 
vision seats at a price of $75. 

If Tyson doesn't win, it could 
be some time again before he 
sees the huge purses he has 
come to expect since being re- 
leased from prison two years 
ago. Part of the appeal of the 
rematch is that the career of the 
feared puncher is at a crossroads 

at the age of 30. 
Tysondidn't appear terribly 

worried about it at the press 
conference, where he feigned 
boredom, but also laughed occa- 
sionally and seemed quite re- - 
laxed. 

"I'm going to do pretty good 
Saturday night," Tyson said. 

Holyfield was also relaxed, 
smiling from the minute he en- 
tered the room and patiently 
answering questions he had 
heard hundreds of times before. 

"It's not like I'm still gloating 
on what I did Nov. 9," Holyfield 
said. "I will have a great victory 
and I'll win again." 
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1. Ball side 
2. Zone side 
3. Division line across the court 
4. The defense applies man-to-man 
pressure where the ball is. 
5. The rival team is guarded man-to- 
man and prevented from passing the 

teammates. 
8. When the ball crosses over the 
imaginary line and changes sections, 
the defense switches according to the 
basketball's position. Those playing 
zone defense switch to man-to-man and 
vice-versa. 

ball. 
6. Zone defense 
7. Members from the rival team are 
positioned away from the ball and are 
challenged by a zone defense. They 
keep their eyes on the ball and, their 
primary task is helping out their 

BY ALF.IANDRO YANUN clean shot at the basket. 
The defense has two simple 

goals. To provide pressure on the 
ball and to provide support for the 
ball-side defenders from teammates 
defending away from the ball. 

If an imaginary longitudinal 
line were to run through the 
basketball court, two sectors are 
clearly seen: the half where the ball 
is (ball-side) and maximum 
pressure is applied to every 
offensive man in it and the half 
away from the ball. 

On the "ball-side" you have 
Bulls players applying great 
pressure in their man-to-man 
defense. The ball is denied by 
tightly positioning in the passing 
lanes to the ball. 

On the side away from the ball, 
players are actually playing a zone 
defense, although they try to 
disguise it. These players guard 
their man but poisiton close to the 
imaginary line dividing the court 
und with their eyes always on the 
ball. They are always in position 
and ready to support the players 
guarding the ball-side , in case they 

"Defense is what wins 
championships," said Michael 
Jordan last week, after the Bulls 
first victory in the NBA finals 
against the Utah Jazz. 

If one of the most amazing 
offensive basketball players ever 
says this, believe him. 

The statement carries even 
more weight during these playoffs, 
filled with offensive ups and 
downs for the Bulls. When the 
Bull's offense didn't do its job, the 
defense took over and won the e 
games. The best example is the 4  
first game against Miami (75-69), 
the lowest scoring game in playoff 
history. 

And, when the dfense was bad, 
the Bulls were very, very bad; like 
in the third game of the 
championship series when the Jazz 
were able to break 100 points...and 
won easily. 

The key to a good defense 
means putting pressure on the ball 
and reducing the offense's playing 
space near the basket. The Bulls 

get beaten by their overplay of the 
passing lanes. 

This creates a problem. 
Sometimes, those playing the zone 
defense forget they are required by 
the NBA rules to play man-to-man 
defense and they let their opponent 
stray, unguarded. The zone defense 
players end up alone, making it 
easy for the referee to spot the 
violation and call an illegal defense. 

The low post player is always 
fronted, that is the defender will try 
to play between him and the ball, 
so as to deny the pass into the post. 
The lob pass is not a huge problem, 
since there is always expected help 
from the help-side players. 

The master teachers of this 
defense was Pete Newell, the 
former University of California at 
Berkeley coach and the University 
of Indiana's Bobby Knight. 

The idea was perfected by the 
Bulls, after hundreds of practice 
sessions at Berto Center. Tex 
Winter, an assistant to Jackson and 
mentor of Chicago's triangle 
offense also used a similar defense 
in college. 

The pressure of man-to-man 
defense is used by Dennis 
Rodman against Karl Malone 
during the playoffs against 
the Utah Jazz. 

use a combination of man-to-man 
and zone-defense which borders 
onbeing illegal, since NBA rules 
require teams to play man-to-man 
defense. 

But, when it works, it is almost 
impossible for opponents to get a 

Chi Chi Rodriguez sigue siendo un personaje 
A Ios 61 anos, con una trayectoria 

que ei mismo admite no poder 

r _ordar 	con 	exactitud, 	el 

puenorriqueno Chi Chi Rodriguez 
sigue dando vuettas por el mundo con 
sus Palos de golf, firmando autografos 
y sonriendo como en las decadas de 

Ios 60 y 70, cuando conquist6 ocho 
tomeos del circuito profesional y se 

icb entre Ios grandes de su 

especialidad. 

H mejor golfista en la historia de 
Puerto Rico participa actualmente en 
el tour de veteranos (este ano estä 

oscilando entre los primeros 30, en 
ubicaciones y premios). Y el pasado 
fin de semana estuvo en el tomeo 
Ameritech de Chicago, jugado en los 
campos del Kemper Golf Club de 
Long Grove, donde termin6 con 220 
golpes, 15 sobre el par, y se ubic6 a 
10 golpes del ganador, Gil Morgan 
(210 golpes). 
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Chi Chi Rodriguez 

Sobre el tan promocionado 
ascenso de Woods A la cima del golf, 
estä "muy orgulloso, porque es un 
gran ejemplo pan Ios ninos". Y no se 
fija demasiado en el color de su pie), 

algo tan comentado (Woods tiene 
races asiiticas, negras y americanas 
indigena, una mezcla poco comtin 
pars un depone casi exclusivamente 
"blanco"). "Yo nunca veo a las 
personas por su color. Cuando me 
preguntan a mi de quE color soy, digo 
que soy un hombre. Tenemos que 
cuidamos unos a otros porque el 
mundo se va a acabar si no se 
empieza a Ilevar bien o a tener 
compasi6n por los otros, como la 
madre Teresa 

isla. "Yo soy puertoniqueno, esos son 
mis genes. Mi padre era de Tenerife, 
Espana, y mi madre de Puerto Rico. Y 
yo quiero a mi pals mäs que a 
cualquier otro sitio". Tambi6n quiere 
muy especialmente a dos personas. 
"Tengo una hija (Donnette) y una Bola 
esposa (Iwalani)". 

Del golf actual, solo se le ocurren 
elogios con respecto a Tiger Woods. 

"Es tan bueno como dicen, creo que el 
cielo es el Itmite de ese muchacho. 
Hasta ahora, su record es mejor que el 
de lack Nicklaus, y eso que 61 estä 
jugando con una competencia mäs 
fuerte. Ademäs, cuando gana 61, gana 
el golf. Y eso nos pone mäs dinero en 
Ios bolsillos a nosotros, Ios golfistas". 
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AND DON'T FORGET LUBBOCK' 	BIGGEST 
AND BEST SPORTS AND MUSIC 
FESTIVAL - THE 17TH ANNUAL 

Rodriguez no ganö ningtin tomee 
en 1997, pero sigue siendo uno de Ios 
primeros en popularidad. Por sus 
frases y sus actitudes. "Siempre estoy 
viajando, haciendo caridad pars Ios 
ninos, trabajando pars corporations. 
Asi me gano la vidi'. 

En realidad, se gain la vida 
bastante mejor que cualquier out 
senior de su edad. Desde que entr6 ea 
el tour de veteranos, acumul6 6.7 
millones de dOlares en premios. En 
1987, cuando se ubic6 primero en el 
ranking, gan6 500,000 d6lares. Y esas 
cifras le alcarvan pars disfrutar de un 
agradable pasar. "Resido en Naples, 
Florida, y en Dorado, Puerto Rico, a 
pesar de que yo nacf en Rio Piedras. 
Tambi@n resido en Hawaii". 

Pew a pesar de que solo pasa "seis 
semanas al and' en su lugar de origen, 
Rodriguez siente algo especial por su 
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Your Town & Country Cable Connection! 
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Tyson 
Protests 

July 25-27 Texas State Qualifier.  

LubbockBurl Huffman, MacKinzie, Mose Hood 
and Slaton's Dusty Diamonds, 11 Fields 

Limit 100 teams- For softball teams B/C, DIE, 
Co-Ed and Women's recreational- 3 on 3 

Over $5,000 in Prizes 
Volleyball, Soccer, Horseshoes and Washers. 
Enjoythe Games of Texas the same weekend. 

FreeChicano Music concert July 27_ 
Call 806-763-3841 or 1-800-373-9789. 
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One Year of 
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Ail for Just 

$34•95  

LAS VEGAS - Nevada boxiug 
officials planned to meet today 
to consider a protest by Mike 
Tyson's camp of Mitch Halpern 
as the referee for Saturday's 
WBA heavyweight title fight 
with champion Evander Holy- 
field. 

The Nevada Athletic Commis- 
sion scheduled an emergency 
meeting after Tyson's co -manag- - 
er  John Horte objected to Hal- 
pem as the referee. 

Halpern was praised by com- 
mission executive director Marc 
Ratner for his handling of the 
first fight, which was won in the 
11th round Nov. 9 by Holyfield. 

He was selected last week to 
referee the rematch, and there 
were no objections until Horne 
lodged his protest. Horne told 
the commission he was upset 
over Halpern's handling of the 
head butts in the first fight. 

The meeting was to be held 
after the weigh-in for the fight 
at the MGM Grand Hotel. 
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)fa heart attack on June 17 while on a lunch break from her city 
workfare assignment at a Parks Department comfort station in 
Coney Island 

Me Motipersad, who had frret been categorized as not em- 
ployable by the Human Resources Administration because of 
her health problems, had recently been recharacterized as em- 
ployable and ordered into the city's Work Experience Program, 
or WEP. 

It was not known Monday whether Me. Motiperead's work- 
fare assignment had contributed to her death. 

Henry Stern, the city parks commissioner, said that Me Mo - 
tipersad had been assigned to "light duty arid had worked as a 
timekeeper in the office, but that he had ordered an investiga- 
Lion into what work ehe had actually been doing. Others. in- 
'Juding the woman's son and other WEP workers, said Me. 
Motipersad had talked of having to occasionally pick up gar- 
bage on the beach and boardwalk and that she feared for her 
health 

On the day she died, though, a co-worker said Me. Motiper- 
3ad had been working in the office 

"I told her not to do it, that I would help pick up the slack with 
money, said her son Ian Motipersad, 25. She said she did it to 
pay the rent, that she did not want to be put out." 

Evelyn Selby, a neighbor and WEP worker with Me. Moti- 
persad in Coney Island, said she rose at 4.30 each morning with 
Me Motipersad 'We used to have to take three buses to get to 
our assignment," ehe said. "I would have to wait for her as she 
climbed the steps and such She was always behind " 

Ofcials with HRA said Me. Motipersad had within the last 
several months been re-evaluated by a doctor with Health Serv- 
ices Systems, the private medical center that is under contract 
with the city to assess welfare recipients involved in work as- 
signments. The officials said Ms. Motipersad had been denied 
federal disability benefits, known as Supplemental Security 
Income, because she was not deemed disabled. 

"She had some health problems, but was deemed stable," said 
Renelda Higgins, a spokeswoman for the HRA. "Life and 
health issues are not static. Individuals are re-evaluated. She 
was on medication, and she was taking her medication. 

But others, including her family, lawyers representing 
workfare participants and Acorn, a nonprofit group that is 
working to unionize workfare laborers, called into question 
both the adequacy of the health evaluations done by the city's 
private contractor, as well as the wisdom of forcing Ms. Moti- 
persad to work for her benefits. 

Ms. Motipersad, according to Stem, worked 22 hours a week 
for her cash and food stamps, a set of benefits that typically to- 
tals $250 a month. 

The central purposes of the city's WEP program are to in- 
still a work ethic in people who haven't worked or to give people 
skills so they can move to long-term employment," said Phil 
Coltoff, the executive director of the Children's Aid Society, and 
Me. Motipersad's former employer. "Neither of those things 
apply to this woman. She had a work ethic. She left her job be- 
cause she couldn't work. She had two heart attacks. It doesn't 
make any sense." 

Recipients in workfare have from its inception complained 
that the city and its hired doctors did not seriously investigate 
real and formidable health problems. People with asthma have 
told of being put to work in office basements; people with arthri- 
tis say they have been sent to sweep streets, and others talk of 
three-minute examinations with no acknowledgment of their 
own doctor's evaluations. 
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Cuauhtemoc 	Cardenas' 
probability of becoming the first ever 
elected mayor of the Mexico City 
federal district "are about 88 percent 
if the election were held today;' a 
high official of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) told La 
Raza, during a visit to Chicago last 
week. 

"Even if that happens. however," 
said 	David 	Penchyna-Grub, 
subsecretary of the party's leadership 
group, "losing the capital, will not 
mean we lost the election." Until the 
upcoming elections, the mayor of the 
world's largest city was appointed by 
Mexico's president. 

Penchyna-Grub, along with 
Alfredo Phillips-Olmedo. PRI's 
General Coordinator for International 
Affairs, conceded that Cardenas's 
leftist Democratic Revolutionary 
Party (PRD) leads in the polls for 
scheduled July 6 elections following 
a debate last week with their party's 
candidate, Alfredo del Mazo. 

PRI officials, they said, consider 
the party's performance in other 
races, particularly for the Mexican 
congress' lower chamber, and its 
House of Deputies, a more important 
objective. 

"There are 1127 elective posts in 
dispute. We can not evaluate the 

Cuauhtemoc Cardenas 

of Carlos Salina de Gortari and the 
collapse of the Mexican economy. 

Both said they too were surprised 
by the accusations, particularly after 
that 	government's 	auspicious 
beginnings. 

"The first two years were 
extraordinary. Nevertheless we were 
witnesses to the difference between 
triumph and defeat in terms of 
outcomes," said Phillips-Olmedo. 

"I accept there was corruption," he 
added, but he said he rejected that it 

election by the results that come out 
of the election in the Federal District 
only;' said Phillips-Olmedo. 

Politically it is much more 
important that we win the Congress" 
than the mayoral race, he said. 

The party's top spokesman on 
foreign relations said the PRD had 
concentrated all of its efforts on 
electing Cardenas because of the 
visibility given the mayoral election 
outside Mexico. 

He added that even a loss at the 
capital's polls would be a victory of 
sons for his party. 

"It was the PRI which led the call 
to change the laws to have an elected 
mayor in the Federal District, the PRI 
which has changed the election laws 
to insure honest elections and taken 
Mexico to the vanguard of 
democracy," said Phillips-Olmedo. 

Nevertheless, the two officials 
conceded the party had to accept the 
consequences of past mistakes. 

We have committed errors," said 
Penchyna-Grub. "We are in the 
process of renovating the party...as 
we are renovating Mexico." 

Penchyna Grub and Phillips- 
Olmedo said the party had 
"understood" the loss of support that 
was the result of the perception of 
corruption following the presidency 

was the cause of the collapse of the 
economy and the Mexican peso. 

Mexico's economy did not 
collapse because they took the 
money with them," he said, "it 
collapsed because short term 
investors made their money and 
cashed in. Thai's what caused the 
crisis." 

Penchyna-Grub pointed at the 
increased rate of saving—to 26 
percent following its low point of 15 
percent in the midst of the crisis—as 
evidence that the Mexican economy 
was 	in 	full 	recovery, 	an 
accomplishment he said was the 
product of President Ernesto Zedillo's 
policies of "revitalization." 

The two officials from the 
governing party concluded by saying 
that they had little doubt they would 
win the national elections in 2000. 

"Our party's structure reaches all. 
levels. all over the country, even in 
the smallest towns," explained 
Penchyna-Grub. 

"We are not only a party for the 
capital;" he concluded, referring to 
the politics of the opposition PRD 
and National Action Party (PAN). 

those are the politics of defeat," 
he said. 

By Jorge Oclurder 

Lealo Primero En El Editor 
USTED PUEDE TENER AHORA SU "PROPIO" 

DOCTOR Y SU "HOGAR" MEDICO AQUI, EN EL 
AREA DE LUBBOCK... 

... Presentamos el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE, 

pol-  gentileza de FIRSTCARE y sus amigos del Hospital Metodista 

y Hospital Infantil Metodista, la gente en quien usted confia. 

P  HEALTH Q 

FIRSTCARE  
SouixwEST i-EALTH ALuAF ..r-. 

I iAcceso a servicios medicos las 24 horas del dial 
Esto signifies mucho pars usted. Con aste programs podrä: 

Oakwood Mobile Homes Inc. 
2002 M. ö■ Iwrsfgl - L■Slick, 11 
806-149-0033 or 800-ia-m5 

Maniener Banos a sus hffjoo y propeeiomrles chequeos medicos cegulares 

e ffrtmurtuaeffones (oreurtas); 

Asistir a daces de educaciön sobre la salud; 

Special Financing on mobile homes. 

This week-end only! 
806-749-0033 800-749-7795 Se Habla Espanol 

Recibir ateneiön medics prenatal temprana pars garantizar su salud y la de su 

bebe, y 

Cash Rebates on singlewides and dou- 
blewides, 

Hurry, this week-end only! 806- 749-0033 

800-749-7795 Se Habla Espanol 

Seleccionar el doctor apropiado para usted y su familiar 

$1000.00 cash rebate on selected doublewide. This 
week-end only 806- 749-0033 800-749-7795 

Se Habla Espaflol 

Con el Plan de Salud STAR de FIRSTCARE 
MM  

$500.00 cash rebate on selected doublewide. 
This week-end only 806-749-0033 800-749-7795 

Sc  Habla Espanol 

1991 14x80 mobile home 3 bedroom 2 bath 
Set-up & delivery included. Financing available. 
Se Habla Espaflol. 806-749-0033 800-749-7795 

;Se Habla Espanol! 

Vera a "su" doctor en menos tiempo. Ya no hay largas esperas en Ia Sala de 

Emergeneia; 

La atenciön medica se ofrece en su propio vecindario; 

Cada uno de los miembros de su familia podrä tener un "Proveedor de 

Cuidados Primarios (PCP)" para cuidar totalmente de su salud; 

_ 	Tendrä a su disposiciön, durance 24 horas al dis,  una Iinea de telefono gratuity 

` 	 de servicio al diente,  para recibir respuestas a sus preguntas sobre problemas 

de Ia salud; 

S •  
a 	S •/' 	S. 

lt 

Li!4y t.. t  . 

' 	S 	' • 	• 1  S 

Tenemos representantes de servicio al diente y PCPs que hablan ingles y 

espanol y que atenderän sus preguntas; y, 

Ofrecemos un servieio de guarderia para  los ninos durance sus cites 

programadas, siempre que hays confirmado dicho servicio con su Proveedor de 

Cuidados Primarios. 

Bajo aste plan, tendrä usted una red de proveedores, que incluye Proveedores de Cuidados Primarios y . 

Especialistas, el Hospital Infan til y Clinical Especializadas, la misma atenciOn medics de calidad qua usted 

aspera del Hospital Metodista. Este plan Sc  ofrece en los condados de Lubbock, Crosby, Floyd, Garza, Hale, 

Hockley, Lamb, Lynn y Terry. 

Si bane preguntas Bobre Ia inscripci6n Ilame a la Imes directs 

de servicio al Clicnte de STAR, al 1-800-964-2777 

Si bane preguntas Bobre el Plan de salud STAR de 
FIRSTCARE, Ilame a la Ifnea directs, al 1-800-431-7798 
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Anniversary 
and the living room by creat- 

For his part, Young is deter_ th g  a world where half-baked 
mined to resolve the status is- beliefs are more appealing 
sue. Under his bill, plebiscites than unambiguous facts. 
would be held every four 	What is the truth that comes 
years, approximately, until a from this popular "news" 

majority of Puerto Ricans source? That government is 
choose either statehood or in_wing? It's not. 17tat im- 
dependence, the two options migrants don't learn Eng- 
Young -- and nearly everyone lish? They do. That tax rates 
else in Congress -- consider 	at a historic high? They're 
as permanent, non-colotlial not. That foreign aid is fuel- 
statuses. 	

ing the budget deficit? It's not. 
If Young succeeds, the bills That highly ekilled, talented 

now in the Congress could white men are being passed 
turn out to be the biggest thing over for every decent job by 
to happen to the island since blacks and Latinos? 
U.S. troops landed at Guanica 	Every imaginable kind of 
in 1898 and soon thereafter put nonsense whips around the 
an end to four centuries of rotiy and around the world, 
Spanish rule. 	

courtesy of the Internet as we 
It's also possible the bills enter a new misinformation 

could get bogged down in the age. Cocaine airstrips in 
many issues yet to be re- Arkansas ran by Bill din- 

- solved. If that happens, Puerto 
	13,000 Gulf War dead Rico -- the world's oldest co- madden by the Department of 

Tony," as Resident Commie- Defense, the shooting down of 
sioner Carlos Romero Barcelo TWA 800, the government 
calla it -- will begin its sixth 
century as something lese masterminding the whole 
than a full equal among the Oklahoma City bombing. 
nations of the world or among This wonderful new tool has 
the states of the union. 	opened up a whole new world 

(Lance Oliver of Guaynabo, Puerto of exciting falsehood, as that 
Rico, is a regular contributing col- 	credibility chasm fills up with 
umnist with Hispanic Link News junk. 
Service.) 

Copyright 1997, Hispanic Link News  
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-Hispanic children were the 
least likely to have health in- 
surance, with 26.8 percent un- . 
insured in 1995. For blacks, it 
was 15.3 percent; whites, 13.4 
percent. 

-Medicaid covered 45.4 per- 
cent of all black children, 37.4 
percent of Hispanic children 
and 18.3 petcent of white 
children. 

-Two-thirds of children were 
covered by private insurance 
at some time during 1995, up 
slightly from 1994. Until 1995, 
the percentage had been drop- 
ping steadily since 1989, when 
73.6 percent of children were 
covered by private insurance. 

-Medicaid covered 23.2 per- 
cent of children. That has 
grown steadily since 1989, 
when 19.2 percent of children 
were in the program. 

There are several Demw- 
cratic proposals to cover 
children this year, from Sen. 
ate and House leaders and 
from President Clinton. Re- 
publican Sen. Phil Gramm of 
Texas said he will propose his 
own legislation. 

"Every 48 seconds a child is 
born 	without 	health 
insurance," Senate Minority 
Leader Tom Daschle, D-S.D., 
said Wednesday. "We're 
here to announce that there is 
no better time than now to re- 
verse these trends." 

Dasehle's legislation gives 
families tax credits to help 
them buy insurance for their 
children, and Massachusetts 
Sent Edward Kennedy and 
John Kerrey, both Democrats, 
have proposed a voucher sys- 
tem. Both plans seek to cover 
all 10 million uninsured 
children. 

Clinton wants $18 billion 
over five years to cover 5 mii- 
lion children. He wants to 
reach out to almost 3 million 
children who qualify for 
Medicaid but are not enrolled 
and would give states grants 
to develop their own plans to 
cover the rest. 

By Laura Meckler 
WASHINGTON - Child- 

ren's advocates renewed their 
call for extending health in- 
surance to all children, seiz- 
ing on new government fig- 
ures showing that one in sev- 
en children lacked coverage 
in 1995. 

The Census Bureaus es- 
timate that 9.8 million child- 
ren, or 13.8 percent, were un- 
insured matched previous es- 
timates but added new fuel to 
the efforts of advocacy groups 
lobbying to extend coverage. 

"If this country provides 
every 66-year-old with health 
insurance (through Medi- 
care), why not every 6-year- 
old or every 16-year-old?" 
asked Marian Wright Edel- 
man, president of the Child- 
ren's Defense Fund. 

The Census statistics show 
the number of uninsured 
children dropped slightly 
from 1994, when 14.2 percent, 
or just over 10 million child- 
ren, were uninsured at some 
time during the year. Statisti- 
cally, the number of unin- 
sured children has remained 
at about the same level since 
1993, said Robert Bennefield, 
an analyst for the Census Bu- 
reau. 

Over a 28-month period bet- 
ween 1992 and 1994, the gov- 
ernment said, 30 percent of 
children lacked health in- 
surance for at least one 
month. But just 4 percent were 
uninsured for the entire peri- 
od. 

The Census also reported 
that in 1995: 

-Poor children made up just 
one-third of the uninsured 
children. Most poor people 
have 	health 	insurance 
through Medicaid, the feder- 
al-state health program for the 
poor. 

Most of the uninsured child- 
ren's parents work part-time, 
for small businesses or for 
other employers who do not 
provide insurance. 

BY LANCE OLIVER 
GUAYNABO, Puerto Rico -- 

The Clinton administration 
is on record: Puerto Ricans 
should not be required to 
speak English for the island 
to be admitted as a state. 

That statement, made by Jef- 
fley Farrow, the administra- 
tion's point man on insular 
affairs, has brought the White 
House down on the opposite 
side of the issue from wem - 
ben of Congress such as Rep. 
Gerald Solomon, it-N.Y. Last 
year Solomon scuttled a bill 
on Puerto Rico's political sta- 
tus by pushing an amendment 
that would have required 
Puerto Ricans to give up 
Spanish for English to earn 
statehood. 

A new version of that bill, 
sponsored by House Resources 
Committee Chairman Don 
Young, R-Alaska, is back. 
Testifying before the commit 
tee March 19, Farrow de- 
scribed as divisive and unne- 
cessary a line in Young's bill 
that says English must be the 
"common language of mutual 
understanding" in Puerto 
Rico under statehood. 

Farrow's testimony was the 
most concrete statement yet 
from the Clinton administra- 
tion on the sensitive issue of 
language. 

The administration's opin- 
ion was just the most news- 
worthy development on a day 
in which Puerto Rico got more 
'attention in Washington than 
it usually enjoys in months. 
While the House heard more 
than five hours of testimony 
on Young's bill, a bipartisan 
array of co-sponsors intro- 
duced a similar bill in the 
Senate. 

Both bills would hold a an- - 
greesionally  sanctioned ple- 
biscite in Puerto Rico on the 
status issue next year, 100 
years after the island passed 
from Spanish to U.S. rule 
during the Spanish-Amen- 
can War. 

Farrow 'a comments provid- 
ed a boost to statehoodera. The 
language issue is a key batti- 
er to statehood. Nearly half of 
Puerto Ricans eupport state- 
hood, but that support dwindles 

figure out how to sell the same 
chopped meat over and over • 

again. Although the business 
is expanding, it's oddly 
shrinking at the same time, 
making it unclear whether we 
should just go along or really 
get serious about self-exami- 
nation. 

After all, it's many of the 
places we grew up in that axe 
getting the worst, most distort- 
ed and most destructive cov- 
erage. 

I'm going to break my own 
rule today and suggest that if 
you think everything is just 
swell with the way we're cov- 
ering our country, you just 
might be in the wrong place, at 
the wrong time. 

(This summary was edited by Hispa- 
nic Link News Service correspondent 
Edgar Ortega Barrelee. ) 

Copyright 1997. Hispanic Link Newa 
Service. Distributed by the Los An- 
geles Hutes Syndicate. 

dramatically if a condition of 
statehood is that they must use 
English in dealing with the 
government and their child- 
ren must be taught in English 
in the public schools. 

The wording in Young's bill 
may not go that far, but the 
amendment proposed last 
year by Solomon would -- and 
the New York Republican, 
whose district is not far from 
Quebec, has supporters for his 
position that a common lan- 
guage is essential for the 
United States to remain cohe- 
sive. Solomon said he plans to 
push for the same amendment 
this year. 

In the most oratorical and 
forceful statement among the 
hours of testimony, Puerto Ri- 
can Independence Party 
President Ruben Berrios 
Martinez also raised the issue 
of language, culture and na- 
tionality. 

"Puerto Rico is a mature, 
fully developed, Spanish- 
speaking, Latin American- 
Caribbean nation," Berrios 
said. "To argue that Puerto 
Rico is not a nation is as ab- 
surd as to argue that blacks in 
the United States were not  hu- -  
mans. before abolition of 
slavery. 

"Is Congress willing to face 
a Caribbean Quebec if a ma- 
jority for statehood becomes a 
minority for statehood in the 
next generation?" he asked. 

The one thing the pro-inde- 
pendence and pro-statehood 
factions agree on is that Puer- 
to Rico's current status is co- - 

lonial. 
"The main issue here is 

civil rights, whether we can 
keep 3.8 million people from 
having their civil rights," 
said Gov. Pedro Rossello of 
the pm-statehood New Pro- 
gressive Party. 

The pm-commonwealth fac- 
tion, trying to salvage a status 
arrangement that preserves 
U.S. citizenship for Puerto 
Ricans but does not submerge 
the island into the United 
States culturally and politi- 
eally, offered a new defmi- 
tion of the commonwealth sta- 
tus. But the odds are stacked 
against the status quo. 
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MDA—where help and hope meet. 

MDA Muscular Dystrophy Association 

1-800-572-1717 1-800-572-1717 
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• Call Big Bob 

POSTAL POSITIONS 
3 positions available. No 
experience necessary for 

information call 
8181573141 ext. 8045 

IMPRENTA MEXICAN  
& 

LUBBOCK REPRODUCTION 
OFFSET PRINTING 

BUSINESS CARDS - LETrER MEADS - ENVELOPES 
INVOICES - INVITATIONS - DE Soon - 

OUINCEANERAS 

a ̂ ? r - 	 y 	 ^ R . 

® 	©  

Rurus ALVARAOO JR. 	920 BUDDY HOLLY AVE 
Rurus . •Cj •• ALVARADO 	 SUITE IOA 
806.763.4356 	 LUBBOCK. Tx 79401 

Bad (mit? Erase Bad 
Credit, Stop Creditor 
Harrassment, Lower 
monthly payments, 

eliminate interest Send 
$1 and SASE to: 

1 

1 	
a 

1620 Ave Q -TACO Villa Parking Lot 
SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1997 9am-2pm 

NEED YOUR HELP!! 

Ballet Folldorioo Azhn needs your help in sending representatives 
to Kansas City, Missouri for seven days to attend and represent 

Lubbock at the 
Asociacion National De Grupos Folkloric os Conferencia XXIV 

This will be an extremely educational venture for the group!! 

'EISOUTN PLAINS COLLEGE 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 
SPECIALIST 

Lubbock Campus position. Responsibilities in- 
clude: maintenance and diagnostics of 300 
computer workstations and a Netware server; 
upgrading, installing and maintaining software 
and hardware to ensure continuous and smooth 
operation of entire center. Additional duties 
include interaction with suppliers, faculty, staff, 
students; training small groups or one on one. 
Physical requirements include ability to lift 50 
pounds and climb a ladder. 
Qualified applicants will possess an Associate 
Degree or higher in a related field, Internet 
experience with TCP/IP protocols, three years 
network experience and computer technology 
support, one year experience with Netware 
and/or Windows NT. 

CAMPUS POLICE OFFICER 
Levelland Campus position. Applicants must 
be licensed peace officers certified with the 
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Of- 
flcer Standards and Education and be at least 
21 years of age. Selected applicants will be 
required to pass a background check. Appli- 
cant should be educationally oriented. 

ASSISTANT MEN'S 
BASKETBALLCOACH 

Levelland Campus position: Responsibilities 
nclude: athletic academic counseling and track- 

, k1g, reautng,preparationofdegreeplans,con- 
duchg grade checks and coaching. Minimum 
requirements bachelors degree with exped- 
ence coadtirg basketball. Masters degree and 
college coachhg experience preferred. 

Come & Support 
Have Your Car Washed! 

TRUCKS & VANS WELCOME 

regular, a la reduccion de la tasa 
tributaria de quienes se beneficiaa 
actualmente con la congelaciön de 
impuestos concedida a personas de 
65 o mäs anos de Sad. Concreta- 
mente, con respecto a residencias 
familiares afectadas pot esta lm- 
itaci6n en 1996 o en algün ejercicio 
fiscal anterior, la Legislatura deberä 
disponer que se reduzca el impuesto 
escolar sobre la propiedad durante 
el ejercicio fiscal de 1997 y en ejer- 
cicios fiscales subsiguientes, par 
una suma igual a $10,000 multipli- 
cados por la tasa del impuesto esco- 
lar Bobre la propiedad correspondi- 
ente a 1997. 

La enmienda que se propone 
aparecerä en la boleta de votaciän 
en los siguientes tErminos: 

"Enmienda constitutional que 
dispone desgravacibn con re- - 
specto at impuesto escolar sobre 
la propiedad mediante el au- 
mento de $10,000 con respecto a 
residencias familiares, disponiEn- 
dose tambi6n la transferencia de 
La limitaciön tributaria concedida 
a personas de 65 o mäs anos de 
edad a otra residencia familiar 
calificada, asi Como mm reduc- 
ciön de impuestos sujeta a dicha 
limitation." 

Salaries commensurate with education and 
work experience. Excellent benehs package. 

Request application packets from Person- 
nel Services Office, South Plains College, 
1401 S. College Ave., Levelland, TX 79336. 
(806) 894.9611 ext. 2177. 

Application deadlines 3 p.m., June 27, 1997. 

spe reserves IM right to emend the search w rot 
nner,ovnon ad.eresed 

An NArmabre AcuoNEpual c pn nj 
Eerano.w Irelrtuton 

- 

Publirado por Tom Gn ji 
Secrnario dr Esrado de Tejas 

PROPUESTA NUM.1 PARA 
LA BOLETA DE VOTACION 
La Resolution Numero 4 de la 

Camara de Diputados propone una 
enmienda constitutional que au- 
mentarfa de $5,000 a $15,000 el Im- 
porte de la exenciön concedida a 
residencias familiares del impuesto 
escolar sobre la propiedad. Dicha 
enmienda tambibn autorizarfa a la 
Legislatura para limitar la exenciön 
Integra o partial a subdivisiones 
politicas que Sean proveedoras prin- 
cipales de educaciön primaria y se- 
cundaria dentro de sus confines. 

Ademas de to anterior, la en- 
mienda autorizaria a la Legislatura 
para permitir la transferencia a otra 
residencia familar, del Importe inte- 
gro o partial de la congelaci6n de 
impuestos concedida a personas de 
65 o mäs alias de edad. Concreta- 
mente, la Legislatura tendria autor- 
izaci6n para disponer que se pueda 
transferir la restriccibn actual al au- 
mento del impuesto escolar Bobre la 
propiedad con respecto a residen- 
cias familiares de personas de 65 o 
mäs ails de edad, o de sus 
conyuges sobrevivientes con dere- 
cho a dicha exencibn, cuando el in- 
teresado establezca una residencia 
familiar distinta. 

La enmienda tambiEn permitirfa 
la aplicacion de lä cantidad adi- 
cional de $10,000 para la exenci6n 
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