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American Voters Make History 
Elect Barack Obama President

When the polls finally closed 
on Election Day; this country had 
achieved a point in its history like 
no other.

For the first time in our 232 year 
history; Barack Obama, whose 
political aspirations were equally 

'matched by his campaigning 
abilities, emerged as the candidate 
voters want to lead this country for 
the next 4 years.

Early Tuesday evening, news 
networks began to call the election 
in several states. And when the 
networks called the states of Ohio 
and Pennsylvania for Obama, it 
seemed the end was all but inevi
table for the Republican candidate 
John McCain.

Obama also carried Florida, 
Colorado, Nevada and New 
Mexico; states which had gone for 
George W. Bush in 2004.

Political pundits and historians 
will probably be debating this 
election for years to come; they 
will study the results and deter
mine just how a young politician 
from Chicago with very little 
national political experience or 
exposure was able to outdo the

Viet Nam war hero and 26 year 
member of the Senate.

But for now, it is fair to assume 
that certain factors and decisions 
by the candidates made an Obama 
win possible.

For starters, Obama was able 
to motivate first time voters; 
young people and more African 
American voters to go to the polls. 
Once his popularity grew and he 
won the Democratic Presidential 
Primary; supporters began to 
believe that he could win. Demo
cratic based organizations began 
to mobilize with voter registra
tion drives and get out the vote 
campaigns.

He was also able to win over 
most of the Hillary Clinton sup
porters; a lot of them Hispanic 
voters in western states like New 
Mexico and Colorado. He also 
tapped into a huge internet support 
base and was able to raise vast 
sums of money through smaller 
donations.

And when it was all said and 
done, it is these newly engaged 
voters which will get the credit 
for Obama’s victory. Early reports

showed that over 14 million more 
people voted in this election than 
in 2004.

For the Republican candidate, 
one decision by McCain will 
stand out as the primary reason 
for his loss. The selection of Sarah 
Palin will probably be viewed as 
the primary decision which cost 
McCain some undecided, inde
pendent, and perfiaps crossover 
Democratic votes. Although Palin 
was popular with the party’s right 
wing; she could never get over her 
image as someone who was not 
prepared to be Vice President let 
alone President should the need 
arise. Almost immediately, after 
her selection, some conservative 
commentators and writers began 
to question McCain’s judgment 
in selecting Palin. Many exit polls 
were showing that undecided’s 
had voted for Obama because of 
M cCain’s choice of Sarah Palin.

And then there was the eco
nomic crisis. In poll after poll, 
respondents indicated that they 
believed Barack Obama was 
better prepared to handle the 
economic problems and voted ac-

Texas Tech Football; 
More than Just a Game
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Although “the game” and the 
stories behind the game had been 
well documented in the week leading 
up to the kick off; no one could have 
imagined the final act in a game which 
was viewed by over 10 million people 
on ABC’s nationally televised game of 
the week.

First the tents sprang up in a 
makeshift tent city called Raiderville. 
Then came ESPN’s College Gameday 
Show; broadcast directly from the 
Tech campus to a national audience.

Then the big moment came when 
the sixth ranked Texas Tech Red Raid
ers upset the number one team in the 
country, the Texas Longhorns, with 
a touchdown play that began with 8 
seconds left in the game.

Then pandemonium broke out as 
fans poured out of the stands and the 
Raider faithful swarmed the field to 
hug and embrace their gridiron heroes.

This past week, it has been act 2 
of Texas Tech’s “fifteen minutes of 
fame”. The difference is that once 
again it will up to the Texas Tech Red 
Raiders to prolong the story with a vic
tory against their opponent Oklahoma 
State.

Act 2 actually began Sunday right 
after the Bowl Championship Series 
(BCS) rankings were announced and 
Tech was ranked number 2 in the na
tion. The BCS rankings are the most 
important to the college football world

since they determine which teams play 
in the national football championship 
series. In addition to that, there are 
millions of dollars at stake for the uni
versities and of course the prestige and 
exposure which comes with playing in 
a national championship game and on 
a national stage.

And immediately after the Texas 
game; Tech Head Coach Mike Leach 
reminded fans that this was just the 
beginning and that Oklahoma State 
comes into town this Saturday looking 
to do to Tech what Tech did to Texas. 
The game is set to start at 7:00PM and 
will once again be televised nationally 
on ABC.

It began as a story about a football 
rivalry and the possibility of Texas 
Tech defeating the number one team 
in the nation. But it quickly unfolded 
into one filled with all the fanfare and 
drama and the kinds of benefits most 
schools can only dream about.

Benefits like the national exposure 
which if bought and paid for would 
have cost millions of dollars; publicity 
for a university which depends on 
this type of exposure to reemit future 
students. And economic windfalls for 
local businesses which translate into 
higher city tax revenues.

And these are just a few of the un
expected benefits which come with a 
national ranking and a won loss record 
of 9-0 for only the second time in the

schools history.
And the national exposure did not 

stop with the city and the team. An
other recipient was Tech’s coach Mike 
Leach who was featured in two stories 
in the New York Times.

But first, there was a personal 
recorded message from Donald Tmmp 
predicting a Texas Tech victory which 
was played early during the telecast 
of the game. Leach and Trump have 
formed a friendship since Leach de
cided to drop in on Tmmp a couple of 
years ago while in New York.

And the national exposure continued 
with a story in the Sunday edition 
of the New York Times which has a 
Sunday circulation of over one million 
copies.

Then on Monday, another story 
about Mike Leach followed in both 
the print and online NYT editions; 
again with circulation and viewership 
in the millions. And every time Tech 
or Leach is mentioned, it also gets the 
hub city another mention and more 
national exposure.

By Tuesday of this past week, the 
number of students and the population 
of Raiderville had started to multiply 
once again. Apparently students were 
getting ready to repeat their show of 
team support of week one.

Perhaps by the time you read this 
story, this will be old news and the 
team which once stmggled to win 
half of its games will have achieved 
another milestone and be ranked even 
higher than it was going into the week
end: which means it will probably be 
ranked number 1 in the country. Or 
perhaps.. .no we won’t speculate on 
that in order not to jinx the outcome...

But one thing is for sure, the national 
exposure received from the game and 
the university’s introduction to the 
rest of the sports world and beyond is 
something this city and its residents 
will not soon forget.

Email: eleditor@sbcglobal jiet

cordingly on Election Day.
Another reason, and perhaps 

one of the most important, was 
Obama’s ability to raise an un
precedented amount of money to 
challenge McCain in states like 
Ohio, North Carolina, Florida 
and New Mexico. Obama won 
Ohio; which no other Democrat
ic candidate had won since John 
Kennedy in 1960; and he also 
won New Mexico with an appeal 
to the state’s over 30% Hispanic 
population.

McCain appeared in front o f 
his supporters shortly after 10PM 
and conceded the race to Obama. 
In his remarks McCain called 
on “all Americans to believe in 
the promise and greatness of 
America” He also stated that he 
recognized what Obama’s win 
meant to the country’s African 
American community.

Obama addressed his support
ers in Chicago’s Grant Park.
By some estimates, over two 
hundred thousand people waited 
to hear the President elect speak 
to them.

At 10:58 PM he entered the

stage to chants of “yes we can” 
and declared that “Change has 
come to America”

He congratulated his opponent 
John McCain and Sarah Palin and 
said he looked forward to work
ing with them to try and renew the 
promise of America 

He thanked his wife Michelle 
and his children and also spoke 
about his grandmother who passed 
away on Sunday before the elec
tion.

He told the crowd that he would 
“never forget who this victory 
belongs to” telling the crowd that 
“this victory belongs to you” .

And in that crowd were people 
young and old, white, black and 
Hispanic; well known celebrities 
like Oprah Winfrey and old time 
politicians like Jessie Jackson.

And as one looked out upon the 
sea of faces filling up the televi
sion screen, one could see tliat 
perhaps this was the America that 
Obama had envisioned when he 
decided that maybe he too could 
achieve the American dream and win 
the presidency of the United States. 
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net

No Surprises in
Lubbock

County Races
Before this past T uesday’s 

election, Lubbock County elec
tion officials had anticipated that 
about 110.000 Lubbock County 
voters w ould cast their vote in 
the general election. But the 
num ber fell short o f  predictions 
with only a little over 93,000 
people casting their ballot.

A nd perhaps because the turn
out was less than expected; Lub
bock county voters produced no 
surprise winners.

O ne o f the m ost watched races 
in Lubbock.County was the race 
for Precinct 3 County C om 
m issioner betw een Republican 
Frank Gutierrez and D em ocrat 
G ilbert F lores. A nd although 
Gutierrez gave it everything he 
had and ran a good race; Flores 
held on to Barack O bam a’s 
coattails and won a second go 
round on the com m issioner’s 
court.

O n W ednesday m orn
ing; Gutierrez issued 
the following statem ent 
to El Editor: “I am 
grateful for the oppor
tunity to have run for 
this position and I will 
rem ain visible in the
com m unity especially 

1

with m y com m itm ent 
to RISE Academ y. M any new 
friends cam e forward and old 
acquaintances responded with 
their vote. Lubbock County 
has som e great challenges and 
I think Gilbert will do his best 
like he prom ised and thoroughly 
believes. It is up to those that

did o r did not support him  to 
hold him  accountable. We live 
to fight another day.”

In this race, voters clearly vot
ed along party lines; which the 
Dem ocratic candidate counted 
on throughout the cam paign.

In Precinct 1, incum bent Bdl 
M cCay held on to his seat de
feating his Dem ocratic opponent 
John E. Miller. M cCay won 
easily with 71 % o f the vote to 
M iller’s 27% .

In the race for Congressional 
District 19, D em ocrat Dw ight 
FuUingim cam e up way short 
in his race to unseat incum bent 
Randy Neugebauer. W ith all 
precincts reporting, results 
show ed N eugebauer winning • 
72%  o f the vote to Fullingim ’s 
23% . Libertarian candidate 
R ichard “C hip” Peterson won 
3%  o f  the vote.

In the race for 
the Senate; Re
publican John 
C om yn m an
aged to hold on 
to his seat in 
his race against 
Rick Noriega. 
Com yn though 
did get a scare 
from Noriega 

as the Dem ocrat got close with 
state totals showing that he won 
43%  o f the vote to C om yn’s 
55% .

In Lubbock County, Com yn 
won easily with 71 % o f the vote 
com pared to 27%  for Noriega.

Email: eleditor@ sbcglobal.net

N e w s

Barack Obama’s 
Grandmother Dies

Her name came up often in his cam
paign for president. The President Elect 
mentioned her in glowing terms and talked 
about how she had made sacrifices in her 
life so that he and his sister could take 
advantage of educational opportunities.

On Sunday of this past week, just two 
days before an election which saw her 
grandson become the first Atfican Ameri
can President this country has ever elected, 
Madelyn Dunham passed away al the age 
of 86. Ms. Dunham died late Sunday 
evening in Hawaii after suffering from 
cancer. Mr. Obama often referred to his 
grandmother as the anchor of the family 
and often credited her with his success. In 
announcing Ms. Dunham’s passing, Mr. 
Obama said, “She has gerne home. She 
died peacefully in her sleep with my sistCT 
at her side, so there’s great joy instead of 
tears.” Email: elcdit£M^sbcglobal.net

Gas Falls to Less than 
$2 per Gallon

Whether it was tlie drop in demand or 
the world economic crisis, no one really 
cares. What motorists do care about is 
that for the first time since 2006; the price 
of a gallon of gas has fallen below $2 
dollars per gallon. But experts say get 
it now while the getting is good. They 
say gas is expected to go up again as 
the economic situation gets better. Also, 
OPEC is expected to raise prices and lower 
production; in hopes that demand exceeds 
supply and prices go up. The national 
average remained at about $250 per gallon 
according to auto club AAA.

House and Senate Races Pro
duce Net Gains for Democrats

Although votes were still being counted 
in states like Ala<;ka and Minnesota; 
election results showed that Democrats 
would gain at least 17 seats to add to their 
majority. There were 11 races still being 
counted on Wednesday morning and 
news organizations were projecting that 
Democrats would wind up with a net gain 
of 21 seats. In the Senate races; Demotiats 
had gained at least 5 seats to put them at 
a 56 seat majority. Btit there were 4 races 
stiU undecided which could go either way. 
In Alaska, the race involving convicted 
Senator Ted Stevens was still to close to 
C4II by Wednesday morning. Also in Min
nesota; state officials had ordered a recount 
after Democrat Al Franken and Republican 
Norm Coleman each won 42% of the vote. 

Email: eleditor@sbcglobalnet

Teen Pregnancy
Connected to TV’ W atding Habits

. The Washington Post is reporting that 
new research suggests “that teens who 
spend the most time watching sexu- 

charged television shows are twice 
as likely to become pregnant” or get 
someone else pregnant. The newspaper 
cites the publication Pediatrics in the 
report but makes sure to differentiate 
between suggesting that this might be the 
reason for teen pregnancies as opposed 
to proving that it does. The author of the 
study, Anita Chandra, a researcher with 
Rand Corporation says that “Not a lot of 
content on TV talks about the potential 
negative consequences of sex. Characters 
engage in sexual talk or activity, give 
positive attributes to sex. and there’s little 
discussion”. Chandra suggests that parents 
pay close attention to what their children 
watch. According to the US Centers for 
Disease Control, “about one in every three 
girls gets pregnant before age 20” in this 
country. The report says that in 2006 alone, 
“more than 435,000 infants were bom to 
motiiers aged 15 to 19. and more than 80 
percent of the births were estimated to 
have been unintended”. TTie TV shows 
were not mentioned by the researchers say
ing that doing so would “divert attention 
from our core message that this kind of 
programming can have an impact on teen 
health, induing pregnancy risk”. The 
teens surveyed were those who were sexu
ally active. After adjusting the results for 
factors such as race and parent’s education 
levels, researchers found that those who 
watched the most sexual programming 
“were still twice as likely to have gotten 
pregnant or gotten someone else pregnant 
since the start of the program” when com
pared to those surveyed who watched the 
least of the kind of programming.

The conclusion: overall 14 percent of 
those in the survey reported getting preg
nant or impregnating someone else after 
they were first interviewed.
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FOR LATINO VOTE, Election Afterthoughts

President Elect Barack Obama THE FUTURE IS NOW
B y  A b e l C ru z

There is no denying that the election of Barack Obama is a historic mo
ment in our country’s history.

But what does it really mean to our country that we have elected our 
first African American President?

For starters, it confiims the ideal that the American E>ream is tmly a 
dream which can be fulfilled.

It also confirms the fact that we have made progress in the area of race 
relations and that perhaps some voters are no longer using race as a crite
ria when deciding whether to vote against a particular candidate.

As members of a community which is seen as a minority in this coun
try; we take a certain amount of pride in Mr. Obama’s victory and we also 
see some hope that this country may have turned the comer in the race 
relations arena.

We hope Mr. Obama’s victory translates into more young people want
ing to get involved in the Democratic process. We also hope it inspires 
more and more people to get involved in the electoral process and that 
they too will choose to mn for elective office.

Most of all; we hope that Mr. Obama’s victory will be seen as a sign that 
in this country, anything is possible.

I t’s Time to get the Country Back on the Right TVack
Now that the election for president is over and we have elected Barack 

Obama as the person who will lead our nation and set our political agenda 
for the next 4 years; we hope things begin to move in the right direction.

By that we mean that we hope the campaign speeches and rhetoric now 
becomes reality. But we realize that it will not be an easy task to change 
a political culture in Washington awash in political favors and lobbyist’s 
money.

But during this campaign there were several issues discussed which 
merit immediate attention from the new administration. Here are just w 
few we think deserve to be placed atop Mr. Obama’s administration’s 
priority list.

Health Care -  This is an issue in which the candidates differed. Mr. 
Obama made it one of his top 3 priorities. In a country such as ours; it 
is imperative that the health care industry and health care in general be 
examined to fix what is broken.

How can it be that a simple visit to the emergency room results in a 
charge of thousands of dollars? Today; the expense of health care is not 
measured in hundreds of dollars but rather in thousands. Runaway health
care costs must be addressed right away.

This is important because many people who do not heave health insur
ance or access to health care forego treatments and wind up with other 
illnesses or no care at all.

E^ducation -  in this area; we as a community have a lot to do. Mak
ing college affordable and providing federal assistance to students is a 
government function. But then it is also up to parents and students to take 
advantage of legislation which makes college more affordable and send 
our youth to college. In addition we must be vigilant of our public schools 
system and make sure that our high school graduation rates go up instead 
of declining.

Energy -  Our dep)endence on foreign oil hurts not only our pock- 
etbook but our American economy as well. During the campaign; Re
publican John McCain said the problem is that we do not do enough off 
shore drilling. But drilling will only provide a minimal amount of oil and 
by most estimates will take at least 10 years to produce those results. We 
need to be more focused in how we begin to wean ourselves from expen
sive oil so as not to have to be held hostage by Middle East oil producing 
countries like Saudi Arabia.

Iraq -  It is time to begin to extricate ourselves firom the long Iraqi 
nightmare. We are aU for Democracy; but not at the expense of our coun
try or this country’s citizens. How can it be that we spend $10 billion 
dollars a month to fight this war which will not do an>ihing to keep us 
safer and complain when we have to provide health care for Americans? 
Our infiastructure is falling apart in some parts of the country and states 
say they have no money to fix the problems; yet we have the money to 
send to Iraq.

We hope the new president elect will begin to address this issue as soon 
as he takes his oath of office and begins to fulfill one of his campaign 
priorities.

The Ekionoiny -  While many residents of this city have not been as 
impacted by the economic crisis as other parts of the country; rest assured 
that we will also be asked to pay the price of the bailout. As the treasury 
proceeds to move forward to try and fix this debacle; we strongly suggest 
that the new administratipn take a lead role and make sure there are regu
lations and simple rules in place so that the money is spent wisely.

We realize that there are many other issues which the new president will 
face, but getting to work on these would be a good starting point to getting 
our country back on the right track.

Who Won the Election?
As we observe the progress being made by former Lubbock City Coun

cil candidate Armando Gonzales on his 2 year college in east Lubbock 
idea; we cannot help but wonder what other issues he could have ad
dressed had the May city election results been different?

Peiiiaps now, residents in District 2 will take a moment to recognize 
they made the wrong decision when they allowed a small number of vot
ers to make the decision they will have to live with for the next three and 
a half years.

Let’s see; six months into his second term. District 2 Representative, 
Floyd Price has taken public stances against the location of the new ani
mal shelter at Clapp Park and a position on the Tech Hockey team issue 
which was recently settled after a deal was brokered by District 3 Coun
cilman Todd Klein.

If you weigh which issues are more important and impactful on District 
2 we think you will agree that Mr. Price is once again on the wrong track. 
In other words, when Mr. Price was re-elected it was a clear signal that it 
would be business as usual for another long 4 years.

The past six months are proof of that.
We applaud Mr. Gonzales’ persistence in trying to get a 2 year educa

tional institution started in District 2. This week we learned that an ex
ploratory committee has been formed by Mr. Gonzales in an effort to 
make his vision a reality.

We wish the committee well and we hope that it will not be long before 
the candidate which should have won will show the candidate who won 
how things get done.

Editorials are strictly the opinion atul views o f El Editor's editorial 
board and do not represent the views o f El Editor’s advertisers or anyone 
else associated with El Editor.

By Jose de la Isla 
WASHINGTON, D .C .-G ary  

Trudeau, creator of the comic strip 
Doonesbufy, writes his cartoon far 
ahead of time, and that is why he 
declared Barack Obama winner of 
the presidential race before the first 
election-day polls opened.

My deadline is similar. As you 
read this, you know the outcome. 
I don’t.

The office pool here is basically 
divided into three. One group says 
Latinos will get credit for the elec
tion only if the sun rises over Cata
lina Island in the West.

They reason Latinos mosdy pop
ulate states top-heavy in the Pacific, 
Mountain and Central time zones. 
If the election turns into an Obama 
rout, the media will call it early and 
credit the Eastern time zone coali
tions of women, working class 
voters, white males and blacks. A 
long-term perception will form that 
will be hard to shake. Latinos will 
get hung with the jacket of having 
come in too late.

Another group just can’t see 
how the Latino vote matters at 
all. These agnostics are just plain 
wrong. Spend a little time looking 
into how John Kennedy in Texas 
and Illinois and George W. Bush 
in Florida gathered enough votes to 
win and you will see how decisive 
the Hispanic vote has been in past 
presidential elections.

But today is not 1960, nor is it 
2000. Other factors characterize the 
2008 political picture. Most impor
tant is that the cast drawing voters 
to the p)olls is much larger.

The National Association of Lati
no Elected and Appointed Officials 
reports 612 Hispanics are running 
in U.S. Senate and House races and 
state senate and assembly contests 
in 37 states. These are “boots on the 
ground’’ kinds of contests. Their 
numbers have been expanding for 
years. Now 6,000 Latinos hold 
elective or appointive offices in the 
United States. Many of the current 
candidates will later load their par
ties’ tickets and become their states’ 
governors and U.S. senators.

In the past, nine states represent
ing 81 percent of the total U.S. 
Hispanic population — Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Florida, D- 
linois. New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York and Texas — have tak

en the spotlight. All 30 Hispanic 
members of Congress and all but a

Thank goodness it’s over!
That’s my 6rst impression as 1 close the books on an almost two year long presidential cam

paign. I’m sure we will be swamped with post election coverage and stories; so I thought I 
would add my two cents worth before taking a break from writing about these sorts of tilings.

few in state legislatures come from
*****

those traditional states
This year there are five certain 

(running unopposed) or very, very 
strong new Hispanic candidates 
competing in non-traditional states, 
one each in Kansas, Wyoming and 
Massachusetts, plus two in Okla
homa.

That’s news because observers of 
Latino politics (and the media they 
influence) too often take a regional, 
not a national perspective. Some 
commentators imploded the news 
because they have trouble under
standing geography beyohd their 
home picture windows.

Now is a good time to consult 
a Rand McNally or Google Map 
about where interesting races are 
taking place. They show how the 
nation is stretching its demographic 
boundaries — to Delaware, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Wash
ington and many other states.

Gaining political representa
tion means having a better chance 
to be heard. More individuals are 
respected when they are recognized 
as comprising part of the larger 
community. Stereotypes start col
lapsing. Chances of a more respon
sive government improve. Without 
that, how can government get on 
with the business of finding solu
tions to tough problems?

Participation is what marked the 
origins of Hispanics in politics in a 
few scattered Southwestern towns 
and cities by a handful of people 
back to the 1930s. But the principles 
have remained the same. Now there 
is national civic engagement by 11 
million registered Latino voters.

Since you are in the post-elec
tion present and I am writing this 
in the pre-election past, I can’t see 
what happened to Latino contend
ers in your state — those I already 
mentioned, as well as others in such 
places as Rhode Island, Pennsylva
nia, Alaska, Nebraska, Montana, 
Louisiana and the Carolinas. So do 
me a favor and look up the results 
for me at www.naleo.org.

[Jos^ de la Isla, author of “The 
Rise of Hispanic Political Pow
er” (Archer Books 2003), writes 
weekly commentaries for His
panic Link News Service. Email: 
joseisla@yahoo.com.]©2008

I never thought I would see it much less experience it; but American voters just elected 
the first African American president in the history of this country. I’m sure this historic 
election will be well recorded in this country’s history books; but to be able to say that we 
voted in this historic election is a moment most of us who follow these things will not soon 
forget. And of course there will be others who will want to forget as soon as possible.

*****
My guess is that sooner or later John McCain will admit publicly that he made the 

wrong choice in selecting Sarah Palin as his running mate and blame her for his loss. 
Sometimes political convenience is not the smartest way to go. My bet is that had he 
chosen someone who had run against him in the Republican Primary as his running 
mate; he still may not have won; but the race would have been much closer.

♦♦♦♦♦
Sarah Palin wiQ try and extend her 15 minutes in the spotlight into the 2012 election. And while 

she appeals to the right wing of the Republican Party; it will be very difficult for her to become 
a major player in her party. She will probably ride off into the Alaska sunset and will emerge 
again in a couple of years to try and regain her populist appeal with the right. There is no doubt 
that she liked the feel of the national spotlight and has b^n bitten by the “ego bug”.

*****
Having lived in Washington for close to 12 years; I think I have a pretty good grasp 

of the way Washington works. Unfortunately things do not change overnight and the 
change that President Elect Obama talked about will be much harder to achieve. One 
underlying fact is that it is money which makes Washington take notice. The big do
nors, the lobbyists, the large major corporations which in many cases are the ones 
writing legislation have so much influence and they will not easily let it go.

If the new president elect wants to accomplish his goal of bringing change to the way govan- 
ment works; he has his work cut out for him and he will have to fight lob
byists and corporate interests every inch of the way to do it.

Of course if its business as usual, we will know soon enough and then the 
2012 presidential campaign positioning can begin.

One of the most disturbing things is when news networks call the win
ners before polls in other parts of the country close. That is unfair to people 
who are still in the process of voting and frankly to the candidates too.

There is no doubt that this city marches to the beat o f a different 
drummer. W hile most other parts o f the country were busy setting 
record turnout numbers, voter turnout here was less than anticipated 
by voting officials.

W hat happened? Just this past May, voter turnout in the Democratic 
Primary exceeded expectations. Is it possible that aU those Hillary 
Clinton supporters just refused to vote for Barack Obama?

*****
Apparently, it is aU about who raises the most money. Public campaign fi

nancing took a hit in this election. If nothing else, Obama’s campaign set a new 
bar for campaign fund raising and campaign spending and proved that the more 
money a candidate has, the better the chances of winning an election. In this 
case, money definitely made a difference for the Democrats which up until now 
usually have found themselves trailing Republicans in money raised.

I wonder just what the election of an African American president will 
have on this country’s race relations. It’s not like Mr. Obama’s election 
will suddenly make racism disappear? Or will it?

Perhaps we have reached a point in our history where the Bradley effect 
no longer applies and voters responded truthfully to pollster’s questions?

Perhaps it is the beginning of something we can all build on to try and 
make things better for future generations.

*****

A REFLECTION ON THE

And finally...
“If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are 

possible: who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still ques
tions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer -  President Elect Barack Obama 

Email: acruztsc@aol.com

HISPANIC ROLE IN THE
2008 ELECTION

Hispanics Account for Half of US

By Raul Yzaguirre 
Hispanic Link News Service 
When I agreed to lead Sen. Hillary 

Clinton’s efforts to attract Latino vot
ers during the presidential primaries, 
I believed she was the most qualified 
candidate for the job, in part because 
she had built a profound and lasting 
relationship with our community.

In my view. Senator Clinton had 
earned the respect and support of a 
majority of the nation’s Latino elec
torate.

V

Most Latino primary voters agreed. 
In state after state, Qinton routinely 
attracted 60 to 70 percent of the La
tino vote against Barack Obama, the 
eventual Democratic presidential 
nominee.

President Clinton may have been 
this nation’s first “black president,” 
but Bill and Hillary have long been 
among the Latino community’s 
greatest advocates. Latinos made 
significant gains during the (Tlinton 
administration in appointments and a 
wide array of policy initiatives. I felt 
Senator Clinton’s ascension would 
lead again to Hispanics playing an 
important role in the White House.

When Senator Clinton lost in the 
primaries, I pondered the potential 
impact on our community that the 
election of Barack Obama or John 
McCain could have. I worried that 
Latinos would not wield much influ
ence with either administration and 
expressed that view in a commentary 
in Hispanic Link Weekly Report.

Senator Obama is smart and well 
intentioned. but he lacks deep ties 
to our community and an intimate 
understanding of the needs and in
terests of the nation’s Latinos.
In short, he doesn’t have a track re
cord with us, I pointed out..

As for Senator McCain, whom I 
regard as a friend, most Latinos dis
agree with much of the GOP plat
form. Our community also was dis
appointed by his shift to placate his 
party’s extreme right wing, which 
many of us view as antagonistic to
ward immigrants and people of col- 

‘or. His choice of Alaska CJov. Sarah 
Palin as his mnning mate, likewise, 
was a great disappointment.

Given the outcome of thS' prima- 
ries, I believed Latino voters need
ed to take a broad view of the Nov. 
4 election. Our community’s fast
growing population, the overall ex

citement of the campaign, and a slew 
of get-out-the-vote efforts attracted 
record numbers of Latinos to the 
polls. Senator Clinton may not have 
made it to the finish line, but Latinos 
still played an important role.

The White House wasn’t the only 
game in town. The Latino com
munity redoubled its efforts to elect 
candidates at the local, state and fed
eral level — especially in Congress, 
where we are woefully underrepre
sented.

In the long term. Latinos must be 
well represented in both the Repub
lican and Democratic ranks. Voting 
exclusively for one political party di
minishes our leverage in the overall 
political process.

It remains vital that we grow our 
representation in state legislatures in 
advance of the 2010 U.S. Census. 
It is our state representatives who, 
based on the Census results, will get 
to redraw the district boundaries that 
directly affect who gets to represent 
us in the state legislatures and the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

The long-term effect of voting lo
cal is critically important. School 
boards, city councils and the like are 
often stepping stones to statewide or 
national office. No matter how you 
look at it, the road to the White House 
begins at your local polling place.

If the success of Barack Obama 
proves anything, it is that the United 
States is still a country where people 
bom to modest means can rise to the 
top of the nation’s political or eco
nomic ranks. Like Senator Obama, 
many of our nation’s most successful 
Hispanic pioliticians got their start as 
community activists. I’m convinced 
there’s a future presidential candidate 
in our midst.

In the end, I decided, no matter who 
was elected to the White House, the 
November election offered Latino 
voters an opportunity to shape our 
nation’s future. That opportunity was 
not wasted.
(Raul Yzaguirre is executive director 

o f the Arizona State University Cen
ter for Community Development and 
Civil Rights. He built the National 
Council o f La Roza into the nation’s 
rrid^r^fluential Hispanic organiza
tion as its president for three decades 
before stepping down four years ago. 
E-mail: raul.yzaguirre@asu.edu.)

©2008

Population Growth Since 2000
WASHINGTON -  According to the PEW 
Hispanic Center, Hispanics accounted for just 
over half of the overall population growth in 
the United States since 2CKX) - a significant new 
demogr^hic milestone for the nation’s largest 
minority group.
This is in contrast to the 1990’s when the His
panic population also expanded rapidly, but 
its growth aaounted for less than 40% of the 
nation’s total population increase in that de
cade. From 2()00 to 2007, Latinos accounted 
for 50.5% of the total U.S. population growth, 
even though, as of mid-2007, they made up just 
15.1 % of the total population.
In another change from the 1990s, Latino popu
lation growth in this new century has been more 
a product of the natural increase (births minus 
deaths) of the existing population than it has 
been of new international migration, according 
to Pew Hispanic Center analysis.
There are both.continuities and differences in 
the Hispanic settlement patterns of this decade, 
compared with the patterns of the 1990s. The 
dispersion of Latinos in the current decade 
has tilted more to counties in the West and the 
Northeast than it had in the 1990s. Despite the 
new tilt, however, the South still accounted for 
a greater share of overall Latino population 
growth than any other region did from 2000 
to 2007.
Much of the Latino population growth in this 
decade has taken place in small and mid-sized 
cities and in suburbs - many of which had rela
tively few Latino residents until the past decade 
or two. A handful of big cities have also played 
a sizable role in Latino population growth in 
this decade. For example, the Latino population

^w  by mote dian 400,000 from 2000 to 2007 in 
just three counties; Los Angeles, Markipa (Phoe
nix) and Harris (Houston). But because diese coun
ties already had a large base of Hiqranic residents 
at the start of the decaJe, the growth of their Latino 
population since then has been less dramatic in per
centage terms.
The center’s report also concluded that;
Hispanic populaticm growth since 2000 has been 
widespread. The Hispanic population has grown in 
almost 3,000 of the nation’s 3,141 counties.
At the same time, Hispanic population growth in the 
new century has been fairiy concentrated. Hispank 
population growth in just 178 counties accounts for 
79% of the nati(Hi’s entire 10.2 million Hiqrank 
population increase.
In spite of dispersal to new settlements, the Hiqranic 
population continues to be geographically concen
trated. In 2007, the 100 largest Hispanic counties 
were home to 73% of the Latino pqxilation.
By this measure, Hispanics are more geographical
ly concentrated dian the nation’s black pqxilation. 
Nearly six-in-ten (59%) of the non-Hispanic black 
population live in the nation’s 100 largest non-His
panic black counties.
Email: eleditor@sbcglobal.net
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Democrats Expand Majority in US Congress Obama buoyed by
Hispanic votersE>emocrats increased their 

control o f  Congress in US 
elections Tuesday, picking up 
significant gains in the Senate

and House o f Representatives 
by capitalizing on a backlash 
against Republicans and Presi
dent George W  Bush.

The Democrats won three 
Senate seats vacated by retiring 
Republicans in Virginia, New 
M exico and Colorado, while 
Democratic challengers ousted 
two o f their Republican op
ponents in New Hampshire and 
North Carolina.

Democrats were also hope
ful about knocking off the 
Republican minority leader in 
the Senate, M itch M cConnell, 
an outcom e that would be a 
m ajor blow to Republicans. But 
M cConnell sewed up a narrow 
victory over Dem ocrat Bruce

Lunsford.
The Democrats had been 

optimistic they could expand 
their control o f the Senate from

a slim 51 -49 
margin that 
includes two 
independents 
who vote 
Democratic. 
They gained 
five seats to 
clim b to a 
56-40 majority 
with four races 
still undecided. 
But it appeared 
they would fall 
short o f the 
60 needed to 
prevent Repub

licans from blocking votes.

'T m  particularly delighted 
that, although the results are not 
all in tonight, that it looks like 
we're going to be increasing 
our majorities in the House and 
in the United States Senate," 
said Nancy Pelosi, the House 
speaker and top Dem ocrat on 
Capitol Hill.

In the H ouse, Democrats had 
picked up at least 15 seats by 
early W ednesday to increase 
their majority from 236 to 251, 
while Republicans had won 173 
seats with 11 races stUl unde
cided. NBC News projected the 
Democrats would end up with 
258 seats.

Obama: una cita 
con la historia

•
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Hace justo  un ano, Barack 
O bam a se subid  al estrado de 
un oscuro auditorio en Iow a 
e inicid el cam ino para con- 
vertirse en uno de los nom bres 
m ^  im portantes del Partido 
Dem dcrata.

En noviem bre del ano 
pasado, su presentacidn al 
pueblo estadounidense durante 
la convencidn del partido en el 
2004 era ya un antiguo recu- 
erdo, las encuestas electorales 
le dejaban a tiis  y su cam pana 
electoral de nueve m eses no 
habia lucido con m ucho brillo 
en varios m om entos.

Iow a significaba el inicio o el 
final de su carrera pohtica.

Los dem dcratas se habian 
reunido esa noche para la cena 
anual Jefferson-Jackson en 
Des M oines. El acto era clave 
para candidates presiden- 
ciales: la ocasidn perfecta para 
desbancar a los opx)nentes e 
im presionar a los m iem bros del 
partido, y O bam a, un excelente 
orador, estaba preparado para 
su debut.

Esa noche file el ultim o en 
hablar con un discurso que 
condend “ las m ism as cam pa- 
nas electorales de W ashington” 
y hasta criticd de form a indi
recta a la senadora y ahora ex 
candidata presidencial Hillary 
Clinton.

“N o participo en esta carrera 
electoral para cum plir con 
am biciones de hace mucho 
tiem po o porque creo que de 
alguna m anera se m e debe 
esto” , declard. “N unca pense 
que estaria aqui. Siempre piensd 
que este cam ino sena im prob
able. N unca he estado en un 
cam ino que no lo fuera” .

U n publico de miles de 
personas se levant6 y aplaudid. 
O bam a habia iniciado el viaje 
hacia la Casa Blanca.

Desde entonces, el senador 
de Ilinois ha rote con todos

los records de recaudacidn 
durante una cam pana electoral, 
am asando m ^  de 640 m illones 
de ddlares, ha acallado a tedos 
aquellos que decian que no 
tem'a experiencia suficiente y ha 
hecho historia al convertirse en 
el prim er candidate presidencial 
afroestadounidense del pais.

Su cam pana  e lectoral de 
22 m eses le ha  co locado  en 
la p residenc ia  del pais mds 
poderoso  del m undo.

Y  la h isto ria  de su v ida 
tam bien  ha  sido poco  conven- 
cional.

Su b io g ra fia  es m uy d istin ta  
a la de cualqu ier o tro  can d i
d a te  presidencial: una m adre 
b lanca , un padre a fricano , una 
in fancia  en  H aw aii e Indone
sia , un trabajo  en una de las 
com unidades m ^s pobres de 
E stados U nidos, y una  carrera  
de estud ios y ensenanza  en 
algunas de las un iversidades 
m ^s p restig iosas del pais.

“T iene esa  inusual com - 
b inacidn  de experiencias 
v iv idas que no encajan  con 
ningiin  este reo tipo” , d ijo  
V alerie Jarre tt, una asesora  
y am iga de O bam a. ‘T ie n e  
algo en com iin con todo  el 
m undo” .

Si su pasado  eclectico  le ha 
ayudado , su ex trano  nom - 
bre y el co lo r de su p iel han 
hecho  que su cand ida tu ra  sea 
d ificil de acep tar en  a lgunos 
rincones de E stados U nidos. 
O bam a ha ten ido  que co rreg ir 
rum ores de que es m usulm dn 
(es cristiano) y este  verano  
d ijo  a  la  m ultitud  en  M isouri 
que es d ificil vo tar po r al- 
guien negro  con su nom bre.

Su m ujer, M ichelle , d ijo  
recien tem ente  duran te  un 
p rogram a de te lev isidn  que 
un hom bre jo v en  llam ado 
B arack  O bam a y poco  cono- 
c ido  es siem pre el que e s t i  en 
desven taja .

Heading into the election, the 
Democrats controlled the 100- 
seat Senate 51-49 and the House 
o f Representatives with a 236 to 
199 majority.

All 435 seats in the House 
were up for grabs, while about 
one-third o f the Senate stood for 
election.

In Virginia, form er Dem o
cratic governor M ark W arner 
defeated a form er Republican 
governor, James Gilm ore, to 
take the seat occupied by R e
publican Senator John Warner, 
who is retiring at the end o f his 
term and is not related to his 
successor.

Democratic challenger Kay 
Hagan defeated Republican 
Senator Elizabeth Dole in North 
Carolina, while John Sununu, 
a Republican senator, was 
ousted by Democratic chal
lenger Jeanne Shaheen in New 
Hampshire.

And in N ew  M exico, Dem o
crat Tom Udall took the seat 
occupied by longest-serving 
Republican Pete Domenici, 
who is also retiring, while his 
cousin in Colorado, M ark Udall, 
won another seat occupied by a 
departing Republican.

In M innesota, comedian and 
Democratic challenger Al Fran- 
ken was running neck-and-neck 
with Republican incumbent 
Norm  Colem an in a race that 
could be headed for a recount. 
Coleman was holding a razor-

thin 676-vote lead over Fran- 
ken with 99 per cent o f  voting 
precincts tallied.

Senator Joe Biden, Barack 
Obama's vice presidential can
didate, handily won re-election 
in D elaw are. With Obama's vic
tory Biden will have to vacate 
his seat, but would likely be re
placed by a Democrat appointed 
by the state's governor.

Democrats were also hope
ful o f defeating Alaska Senator 
Ted Stevens, the longest serving 
Republican, following his con
viction last week on corruption 
charges. The race remained too 
close to call W ednesday m orn
ing as Stevens held a 48-47 per 
cent lead over Democrat Mark 
Begich with 99 per cent o f 
precincts reporting.

There were at least a couple 
o f notable Democrats who 
survived tight races. Louisiana 
Senator M ary Landrieu pre
vailed in a tough challenge, 
while long time Representative 
John M urtha succeeded in a 
race where he was believed to 
be vulnerable.

M urtha, a form er Marine 
and Vietnam W ar veteran, had 
weeks ago com m ented that 
O bam a m ight not win his con
gressional district because it was 
racist. He comm itted a second 
blunder while trying to back
track on his remarks, instead 
referred to m any o f his constitu
ents as "red necks."

Democrat Barack Obama 
gained lopsided support from 
Hispanics in Tuesday's election, 
winning solidly among voters 
with whom President Bush 
had made inroads in 2004.

About two-thirds of 
Hispanics voted for Obama, 
decisively surpassing the 53 
percent who voted for Dem o
crat John Kerry in 2004, exit 
polls showed. That year Bush 
enjoyed a high-water mark of 
GOP support from Hispan
ics with 44 percent o f the 
vote from the nation's fastest 
growing ethnic group.

Bush had gotten the support 
o f 35 percent o f Hispanics in 
2000. Republicans Bob Dole 
and the first President Bush 
both received 25 percent or less 
o f the Hispanic vote in their 
losing presidential bids in 1996 
and 1992, respectively.

This year. Republican John 
M cCain had hoped to build on 
support from Hispanics who 
share his pro-military, anti
abortion stance. Obama also 
faced the challenge of convert
ing the nearly two-thirds of 
Hispanics who had backed Sen. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton in the 
Democratic primaries.

But like voters across the 
nation, the economy domi
nated the concerns o f many

Hispanics. McCain also found 
it difficult to shake his biggest 
liability with these voters: the R

after his name.
John M arquez, an Albu

querque, N.M ., Dem ocrat, is 
among those distressed about 
the economy who supported 
Obama.

"We don't need another Bush 
in there," M arquez, 44, said 
Tuesday.

In New M exico, for exam ple, 
Hispanics traditionally back 
Democrats and this election was 
no different. A strong majority 
supported Obama. M cCain, for 
his part, was the favorite of a 
majority o f non-Hispanic white 
voters.
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Soderbergh takes a
revolutionary approach to 'CheI

T h e  ac to r  s in g s  "Q ui- 
e ro  q u e  m e q u ie ras"  fo r  the  
film  R u d o  y C u rs i D o n 't 
w orry . It's  no t like  the  M e x i
can  ac to r, 2 9 , has le ft a c tin g  
a lto g e th e r  to  jo in  a b oy  band  
o r  so m e th in g .

W e h av e  the  e x c lu s iv e  
v id eo  o f  “ Q u ie ro  q u e  m e 
q u ie ra s” , the  so n g  w h ich  his 
c h a ra c te r  s in g s in h is  u p 
co m in g  film  R u d o  y C u rs i, 
th a t p rem ie re s  in M ex ico  
n e x t m o n th .

T h e  film  w ill a lso  s ta r 
D ieg o  L u n a , and  is p ro d u ced  
by  A lfo n so  C u a ro n , A le 
ja n d ro  G o n zd lez  In a rritu  and  
G u ille rm o  del T oro .

“ Q u ie ro  q u e  m e q u ie ra s” 
is a v e rs io n  o f  “ I w an t you  
to  w an t m e ” , th a t w as su n g  
in 1979 by  C h eap  T rick  on  
th e ir  a lb u m  In  C o lo r  tha t'll 
b e  p a rt o f  th e  M e x ic an  film .

T h e  a lb u m  w ill be  re 
lea sed  in N o v e m b er, and  
in c lu d ed  m u sic  o f  L os T u- 
c an es  de  T iju a n a , B a n d a  El 
R e c o d o , L a  S o n o ra  D in am i- 
ta , B an d a  M a c h o s , A m an - 
d ititita , B a n d a  A g u a  E sco n - 
d id a , M ex i C u m b ia  B ro s ., 
T o n ita , C o n ju n to  E n c u en tro  
and  "El C u rsi"  V erduzco .

Charging across the globe like 
an insurrectionist guerrilla cadre, 
Steven Soderbergh's sprawling, 
Spanish-language epic "Che" has 
been playing at international film 
festivals and leaving controversy 
in its wake. The film depicts Ar
gentine doctor turned internation
al revolutionary Ernesto "Che" 
Guevara ( Benicio Del Toro)

Obama's Grandmother's 
Final Gift: Her Vote

W hile m any have rem arked 
on the tragic irony o f the death 
o f B arack O bam a's 
grandm other two 
days before she 
could have seen 
him  elected to the 
m ost pow erful jo b  
in the w orld , the 
la te  M adelyn D un
ham  has im parted 
a final gift to her 
beloved grandson: 
her vote.

E lection o f
ficials in H aw aii, 
w here D unham ,
86, had lived, 
confirm ed that her 
absentee ballo t will 
be coun ted , the 
A ssociated Press 
rep o rts .

E xplaining his 
state's law, Kevin 
C ronin , ch ief elections officer 
for H aw aii, said Tuesday 
that absentee ballots cast by 
som eone w ho dies before an 
election are discarded only 
if  a state death notice arrives

before E lection Day. 
D unham 's ballot was re

absentee ballo ts, it will be 
counted," he said.

V t

ceived O ct. 27, said C ronin , 
adding that her death notice 
had yet to appear.

"Because she was alive on 
the 27th and [her ballot] had 
the sam e processing as other

Talking about his grand
m other on E lection eve, 
O bam a said, "She has gone 
hom e. ... I'm  not going to talk 
about it too often because it's 
hard to talk about."

M cC ain 's C ondolence 
In his concession speech 

j Tuesday night, O bam a's 
 ̂ G O P rival John M cCain 
.sa id , "Senator O bam a has 
'ach ieved  a great thing for 
h im self and for his coun- 

^try. I applaud him  for it, 
and offer him  my sincere 
sym pathy that his beloved 
grandm other did not live 
to see this day. Though 

y o u r  faith assures us she is 
j^at rest in the presence o f 

her C reator and so very 
proud o f the good man 
she helped raise."

P icking up on the them e 
o f  his grandm other's lo o k 
ing dow n from  heaven on 
his historic accom plish
m ent, President-elect 
O bam a said during his 
acceptance speech in C hi
cago: "And while she's 

no longer with us, I know  my 
grandm other's w atching, along 
with the fam ily that m ade me 
w ho I am . I m iss them  tonight. 
I know  that my debt to them  is 
beyond m easure."
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as a hard-nosed 
idealist, a dreamer 
with military 
discipline.

Both in its con
tentious content 
— Guevara is 
a hero to some 
and a scoundrel 
to others -- and 
its demanding 
form, the film is 
a direct challenge 
to audiences. De
pending on who 
you ask, "Che" 
is either Soder
bergh's greatest 
masterwork or his 
grandest folly.

"I hoped that 
there would be 
discussion," said 
Soderbergh of the 
divisive response 
the film has re
ceived. "If you've 

made something 
that doesn't get people going in 
one direction or another, then 
you've probably made a mistake.

"It's not a typical biographi
cal film, hat's not what I was 
interested in making. I knew the 
approach was going to be one 
that some people would really 
take to and some people would 
be angered by. And that's fine."

Saturday, the film will make its 
sold-out Los Angeles premiere at 
the historic Grauman's Chinese 
Theatre as part of this year's AFT 
Fest, screening in what is being 
referred to as the "roadshow" 
version, one film with a four- 
hours-plus running time and 
an intermission break. It is this 
version that will be submitted for 
awards consideration and will 
play L A . and New York for a 
one-week run in December. In 
January, "Che" will be released 
to theaters as two separate films, 
"Che Part 1: The Argentine" and 
"Che Part 2: Guerrilla," and be 
made available for video-on- 
demand service.

"The Argentine" includes 
Guevara meeting Fidel Castro 
and the Cuban Revolution of 
1956-59, which saw Guevara's 
rise from medic to fighter to lead
er as he helped to overthrow the 
dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. 
It also includes Guevara's 1964 
visit to New York City to make a 
speech at the United Nations as a 
representative of the new regime. 
"Guerrilla" follows Guevara's 
11 -month attempt to export the 
Cuban revolutionary model to 
Bolivia, a campaign that ended 
with his capture and execution 
in 1967.

More than a T-shirt
Due in part to the enduring 

popularity of Alberto Korda's 
1960 photo of Guevara, his im
age is well known, but his story 
less so. His transformation into a 
free-floating signifier of roman
ticized revolutionary chic made 
the task of capturing the essence 
of Guevara's life that much more 
challenging.

"I think a lot of people know 
the T-shirt but don't really know 
that many facts about Che," said 
Peter Buchman, screenwriter on 
both films (sharing credit with 
Benjamin A. van der Veen on 
"Guerrilla").

Che's image-issue is addressed 
toward the end of the film, when 
he is asked by a reporter how it 
feels to be a symbol. "A symbol 
of what?" comes his response.

"I knew a little about who he 
was and 1 had no idea how his 
life ended," Soderbergh said 
of the original intention to tell 
only the story of Guevara's fatal 
expedition in Bolivia. "For most 
people, that's question No. 1.
It felt very much like a John 
Huston movie, that story had a 
very quixotic aspect to it. The 
problem was this thing just kept 
expanding, like The Sorcerer's 
Apprentice,' it kept getting bigger 
and bigger. We tried to make 
it one giant script and it was 
unreadable. And I thought, 'Let's 
just break the thing in ha lf.'"

Del Toro — who won the actor 
prize following the film's pre
miere at the Cannes Film Festival 
~  describes Guevara as "a weird 
combination of intellect and

action, like Gregory Peck meets 
Steve McQueen," and his por
trayal is of a man enigmatically 
committed to a rigorous set o f 
ideals. The film has nevertheless 
received criticism for leaving out 
"movie moments" and the sort 
of definitive psychological keys
— a past trauma, an unfulfilled 
wish — used in many biographi
cal films.

"I was making a mental list 
o f all the things I didn't want to 
do," Soderbergh said. "I didn't 
want to have the scene where 
the guy goes, 'Why do they call 
you (Tie?' Or his hat flies off in a 
battle and somebody offers him a 
beret. I just didn't want to do that 
stuff."

In the months since "Che" 
screened at Cannes, it has been 
criticized for leaving out other
less flattering parts of Guevara's

*

history, including the post
revolutionary period in Cuba, 
in which his administrative 
power included overseeing war 
tribunals that led to the execu
tions of hundreds of people. It is, 
without question, the period of 
Guevara's life that most compli
cates the simplistic depiction of 
him as a poetic freedom fighter, 
and Soderbergh acknowledges 
the controversial omission has 
become an easy way to dismiss 
the film.

"The most virulent anti- 
Che people usually focus on 
the events in the immediate 
aftermath of the revolution," 
Soderbergh said, "and that was 
something I addressed through 
his U N . speech, but I was never 
interested in doing that part of 
his life as a bureaucrat. I'm sure 
some people will say, 'That's 
convenient because that's when 
he was at his worst.' Yeah, maybe
— it just wasn't interesting to me.
I was interested in making a pro
cedural about guerrilla warfare."

A hard sell in U.S.
The offscreen saga of "Che" 

has been nearly as much a 
battleground as what's shown on 
screen. The film, made for just 
under $60 million, was financed 
by the French production and 
sales company the Wild Bunch, 
with some additional funds fromI
the Spanish company Telecinco.

"A lot of people think the 
reason the movie didn't have any 
U.S. financing was because it 
was about Che Guevara," said 
producer Laura Bickford, "and 
that's not the case. Nobody cared 
about the politics.

"When the movie was in Eng
lish and one movie, everybody 
wanted to do it. When we went 
to Spanish and two movies, the 
studios' pay-TV deals are for 
English-language product only. 
So the pay-TV money disap
peared and, at that point, nobody 
wanted to step up."

Despite the fact that many 
specialized film companies have 
recently fallen by the wayside, 
this four-hour, two-part, Spanish- 
language biopic about a contro
versial revolutionary leader was 
ultimately able to find a U.S. 
distributor. Jonathan Sehring, 
president o f EFC Entertainment, 
says he is "over the moon" to be 
releasing the film, likening "(The" 
to such epics as "Lawrence of 
Arabia" and "Spartacus." "There 
are a lot of shortsighted film ex
ecutives out there who are afraid 
of the scope of the project."

While the most obvious solu
tion to the film's distribution and 
exhibition situation might have 
been to simply edit it down into a 
single film, doing so would lose 
some of the film's key structural 
conceits. "I don't feel like you 
can have the kind of dialogue be
tween the two films," Soderbergh 
said of editing it down to one 
movie, "that's sort of the whole 
point. They literally are mirrors 
of each other."

The "Che" project has lingered 
with Soderbergh, even though 
he has already moved on to 
other projects, in ways he finds 
difficult to articulate. Even while 
conceiving "(Tie," something 
about the idealistic, revolution
ary subject matter sparked within 
him."I felt like we had to do 
something as crazy as they did," 
Soderbergh said.

http://www.eleditor.com
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Giants dominate reeling Cowboys, Chavez Jr. dominates rematch with Vanda
On the Internet -www. eleditor.com
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Halfway through the season, it's 
safe to say the Super Bowl cham
pion New Yoric Giants are the 
team to beat in the NFC, and the 
injury ravaged Dallas Cowboys — 
the preseason favorite -  will need 
to make a run after their bye just 
to make the postseason.

Eli Manning threw three touch
down passes, Brandon Jacobs 
rushed for 117 yards and a score 
and the Giants defense took ad
vantage of the continued absence 
of the injured Tony Romo to 
intercept three passes in a 35-14 
victory on Sunday.

"When a football team comes 
in here and it is kind of depleted 
as far as injuries go, you don't 
want to give them any sunlight," 
said Giants defensive end Justin 
Tuck. "You don't want to give 
them any light whatsoever."

In winning their five straight at 
home, the Giants (7-1) were in 
control from start in opening a 
three-game lead over the defend
ing NFC East champion Cow
boys (5-4) in the division.

"It was important for us to 
win the game and be 2-0 in our 
division," Pierce said. "When we 
were 4-0, sonicfbody asked me 
about an undefeated season. I just 
think about being undefeated in 
our division. That's 6-0. That's the 
most important record to us. This 
is another step toward that."

The loss was the third in four 
games for Dallas, which fell into 
last place in the division behind 
Washington (6-2) and Philadel
phia (5-3), not something anyone 
expected from the team many 
considered the favorite to win the 
NFC.

However, nobody expected the 
Cowboys to either lose Romo for 
three games with a broken pinkie 
or to have safety Roy Williams 
and punter Mat McBriar lost 
to season-ending injuries or to 
have comerback Pacman Jones 
suspended again.

"We still have seven games 
left and we need to go on a run," 
Cowboys linebacker Bradie 
James said.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
smiled when asked if the goal was 
to simply make the playoffs.

"If you give me the playoffs and 
not worry about the division, Fll 
take it," Jones said after the game, 
adding the return of Romo after 
the bye will only fix one of the 
many things wrong with his team.

There was plenty wrong on 
Sunday. Despite getting three 
turnovers and a score from his 
defense, the Cowboys were still 
blown out.

Manning threw touchdown 
passes of 13 yards to Kevin Boss, 
5 to Steve Smith and 11 to Amani 
Toomer, with the scores by Smith 
and Toomer being set up by 
Corey Webster’s interceptions of 
Brad Johnson, Romo's replace
ment.

"The coaches preach turnovers," 
Webster said. "We pin our ears 
back and let ourselves go once we 
start getting turnovers. If we keep 
getting turnovers, it builds more 
and more confidence."

The Giants' three interceptions 
all led to touchdowns.

Jacobs scored on a 12-yard 
mn two plays after James Butler 
picked off Brooks Bollinger's first 
pass in the opening minutes of the

third quarter. Derrick Ward added 
a 17-yard touchdown run to ice 
the game in the fourth quarter.

Dallas showed little on offense 
without Romo. The Cowboys 
turned the ball over four times, 
with Terrell Owens adding a rare 
ftimble in the second quarter at 
the Giants 10-yard line.

Comerback Mike Jenkins 
scored Dallas' first touchdown 
with a 23-yard, second-quarter 
interception on a play that Man
ning and Plaxico Burress were not 
on the same page.

Bollinger, whose entrance into 
the game in the second half only 
helped the Giants pad their lead, 
added an 8-yard touchdown pass 
to Owens in the fourth quarter, 
a drive set up by a questionable 
roughing the passer call against 
TUck, who had 2Vi of the Giants 
four sacks.

Steve Spagnuolo's pressure 
defense limited the Cowboys to 
183 total yards, with 75 of those 
coming on the drive in which 
TUck was penalized.

The Giants took the opening 
kickoff and went 75 yards in 11 
plays with Manning (16-of-27 
for 147 yards) hitting Boss in the 
comer of the end zone for a 7-0 
lead.

Dallas had a chance to get right 
back in the game in the quarter 
when Johnson hit Roy Williams 
with a 28-yard pass for a first 
down at the Giants 25.

On the next play, Owens ran a 
look-in pattern and Johnson lead 
him too much with the pass. Web
ster caught the ball and returned 
it 57 yards to the Dallas 27. Man
ning found Smith in the middle of 
the field on a third-and-3 from the 
Dallas 5 for the touchdown.

Jenkins put Dallas on the board, 
catching a pass alone in the right 
flat and walking into the end zone. 
It came on the series following 
Owens' fumble, his first since 
2004.

Webster helped restore the 
14-point lead late in the quarter 
picking off a poorly thrown ball 
by Johnson at the Giants 47 and 
returning it a yard.

Jacobs ran for 25 yards on first 
down and Manning eventually 
capped the drive with his TD pass 
to Toomer.

Cowboys coach Wade Phillips 
lifted Johnson after intermission 
and Bollinger made the move 
backfire throwing an interception 
right to Butler on his first pass.

Jacobs blew through a big hole 
to open a 28-7 lead and the game 
was never in doubt after that.

Mejor entrenador de boxeo de todos los 
tiempos asesorara a De La Hoya contra Pacquiao
C om o si le faltara mas 

prom ocidn a la pelea entre 
O scar D e L a H oya y M anny 
Pacquiao el 6 
de diciem bre 
en Las Vegas,
G olden Boy 
Prom otions 
anuncid el 
jueves que el 
legendario en
trenador A n
gelo Dundee 
se unird al 
equipo del 
m exico-am er- 
icano, reportd 
el sitio de 
internet ESP- 
N deportes.

Dvmdee, que fue presentado 
en una conferencia de prensa el 
jueves, tiene 87 anos de edad y 
ha entrenado a boxeadores de la 
talla de M uham m ad Ali, Sugar 
Ray Leonard, George Forem an 
y Josd Ndpoles, entre otros.

El talentoso entrenador, se 
unird al equipo De La H oya el 
prdxim o 12 de noviem bre, du
rante un entrenam iento abierto 
en Big Bear, C ahfom ia, donde 
entrena el Golden Boy.

"Nacho es un gran entrena
dor y estd haciendo un buen 
trabajo. N o quiero m eterm e en 
el cam ino de nadie, s61o estoy 
aquf para dar mis ideas y mi 
opinidn, ayudar, divertirm e e 
involucrarme en esta pelea de 
alguna m anera", dijo Dundee 
durante la conferencia.

Richard Shaefer, presidente 
de G olden Boy, dijo que habfan 
estado hablando con D undee

r .-

T H E  d r e a m  l y i A T C H

d.'

por algunas sem anas y le pare- 
ci6 buena la idea.

"Tener a alguien com o 61 en 
el equipo, con su espectacular 
curriculum  y su experiencia, 
pensd que que era una gran 
idea. Cuando hablam os con 
Angelo, 61 estaba m uy emocio- 
nado y contento de participar. 
O scar estaba contento tambi6n 
de conocer a  una leyenda y 
todo sali6 b ien", dijo Schaefer.

"M e siento honrado de tener 
a Angelo en mi equijx) para la 
pelea mds grande de mi car- 
rera", dijo D e La Hoya. "Su 
conocim iento del boxeo no se 
com para con nadie, y junto  a 
Nacho Beristdin, siento que 
tengo un equipo imbatible en 
mi esquina para la pelea ante 
Pacquiao", dijo De La Hoya.

D undee revisard videos de 
pelea, consultard con el equipo 
D e L a H oya con respecto a 

t6cnicas y estrategias, 
visitard el cam po de 
entrenam iento en Big 
Bear y participard en 
todos los eventos la 
sem ana de la pelea. A 
pesar de ayudar a De 
L a H oya y Beristdin, 
Angelo no estard en la 
esquina la noche de la 
pelea, dejando s61o a 
Beristdin com o la dnica 
voz durante el com bate.

"Luego de trabajar 
con Ali y Leonard, creo 
que es perfecto que 
tenga la oportunidad 

de trabajar con el peleador 
mds importante de esta era", 
dijo Dundee. "Esta pelea ante 
Pacquiao es la mds grande que 
el boxeo haya visto en muchos 
anos y estoy entusiasm ado de 
ser parte de eUa y ayudar a O s
car a conseguir la victoria".

D undee, que ingresd al Sal6n 
de la Fam a Intemacional del 
Boxeo en 1994, ha estado en el 
deporte de los guantes la m ayor 
parte de su vida y es uno de los 
mds respetados em bajadores 
del deporte. En el ring, ha 
trabajado con 15 cam peones 
m undiales, incluyendo a Ali, 
Leonard, Forem an, Carm en 
Basilio, Jos6 Napoles, Luis 
Rodriguez y W illie Pastrano. 
Ahora tendrd al Golden Boy 
bajo sus alas.

Julio  C esar C havez Jr. 
left no doubt w ith his 
perform ance Saturday 
night.

C havez dom inated his 
10-round super welter
w eight fight against M att 
Vanda from  start to finish 
for the unanim ous deci
sion victory at M andalay 
Bay.

It w as a rem atch o f 
their July bout in Her- 
m osillo, M exico, w here 
C havez took a contro
versial split decision, a 
victory som e felt w as 
the result o f  favorable 
hom etow n scoring for the  ̂
son o f  M exican fight
ing legend Julio  C esar 
C havez Sr.

T his tim e, C havez Jr. 
w as victorious by con
vincing scores o f  99-91,
97-93 and 98-92.

C havez w as the aggressor 
in the first fight to control the 
early and m iddle rounds. But 
he struggled w ith stam ina and 
faded late - he said because o f 
flu-hke sym ptom s - as Vanda 
nearly recorded the knockout. 
Several thought the St. Paul, 
M inn., native did enough to 
w in on po in ts .

"The w ay I boxed tonight, it 
show ed that I w as sick (during 
the first fight)," C havez said 
through an interpreter. "I d ic
tated the pace inside the rin g .
I w as boxing with him  and 
exchanging w ith him ."

T he rem atch follow ed a sim i
lar script in the early rounds, 
but this tim e, the 22-year-old 
C havez didn't let up. H e never 
lost control o f  the fight and was

I I

constantly on the attack.
C havez (38 -0 -1 ,29  KO s) 

closed the fight by landing 
com bination after, com bination 
in the final ro u n d . It w as the 
com plete opposite o f  the first 
fight, w here he barely escaped 
w ithout being knocked out and 
collapsed in his com er in ex
haustion once the fight ended.

"I w anted him  to see an en
tirely different fighter than the 
last time," C havez said. "I w as 
able to change it up."

Vanda (38-8) had his m o
m ents, but he couldn't m atch 
the heavier and m ore frequent 
punches o f  Chavez.

In the undercard, Jorge A rce 
retained his W B  A  interim  fly
w eight title w ith a  fourth round 
technical knockout o f  Isidro 
G arcia.

A rce ( 5 1 ^ 1 )  recorded the

fight's lone knockdow n w hen 
he floored G arcia w ith a  shot 
to the body m idw ay through 
the fourth. G arcia m anaged to 
get up, but referee Tony W eeks 
stopped the fight seconds later 
w hen G arcia couldn't fend off 
a series o f  A rce punches in the 
com er.

A lso, Nonito Donaire kept his 
IB F flyweight title with a tech
nical knockout victory against 
M orati M thalane. The fight, 
which appeared to be even, was 
stopped 1 m inute, 31 seconds 
into the sixth round because 
M thalane couldn't finish with a 
laceration on his inner eye-lid.

"I sw itched up and threw 
a left, and boom  it hit him," 
Donaire said. "I knew  that was 
it. There was no need to punish 
him  anym ore. H e couldn't see
m e. II

n r j

r/  KXTQ FM

Nutnero U no Tejano Station

Jennifer "U  Chismosa'

The Pog” Moreno

Mornings
Magic 93.7!

Miss
Miss



El Editor Newspaper, Week of November 6 -12, 2008 On the Internet -www. eleditor.com

D ia b e te s  se  d u p lic a E E .U U
Page 6

El incrcmenlo dc la obesidad 
en el pals esl6 ocasionando otro 
efecto tambi^n iilarmjuUe: la tasa 
de casos nuevos dc diabetes casi 
se duplic6 cn Estados Unidos 
en los ultimos 10 aflos, dijo el 
gobiemo.

Las tasas mils altas se regis- 
traron en el sur, segun la primera 
rcvisidn estado por estado dc 
diagndsticos nuevos. La peor 
estuvo en Virginia Occidental, 
dondc apn)ximadamente 13 dc 
cada 1 .(XX) adultos fuemn diag- 
noslicados con la enfermedad en 
cl perfixlo 2005-2007. La tasa mds 
baja sc registrd en Minnesota, con 
cinco dc cada 1 .(X)0.

A nivel nacional, la tasa de casos 
nuevos subi6 dc cerca de cinco 
por cada 1 ..000 a mediados dc la 
ddcada de 1990. a nuevc por 1 .(XX)

a mediados dc csta ddeada.
Casi el 

90% dc 
los casos 
.son diabe
tes tipo 2. 
la forma 
vinculada 
a la obesi
dad.

I^)S 

de.scu- 
brimientos 
coinciden 
con las
tendencias vi.stas en obesidad y 
falta dc ejercicio. dos aspectos 
de salud en los cuales los estados 
del sur del pafs tambidn cstiin en 
los niveles mds crfticos.

“No es sorprendentc que el 
pmblema sea mayor en el sur".

X

coincidid Matt Petersen, quicn su
pervisa datos y estadfs- 
ticas para la A.s(x:iaci6n 
Estadounidense de la 
Diabetes.

El estudio, encabeza- 
do por Karen Kirtland, 
del Centro piû a el 
CoiiUx)! y Prcvencidn 
de Enfermedades 
(CDC, por .sus siglas 
en inglds), pmporciona 
una p;inorama actual- 
iziido sobre ddnde estd 
detonmido la enferme

dad.
infonnacidn deberd .ser de 

gnui ayuda mientras el gobiemo 
y las companfas de .segums mddi- 
cos deciden ddnde enf(Kar las 
campaniLs de prevcncidn, senald 
Petersen.

La diabetes fbe la .sdptima 
causa de muerte en el pafs en el 
2(X)6, segun los CDC. Mds de 
23 millones de estadounidenscs 
padecen diabetes, y la cifra estd 
creciendo rdpidamente. Aproxi- 
madamente 1,6 millones de 
ca.sos nuevos se diagnosticaron 
entre adultos el ano pasado.

La diabetes tipo 2 no pro
duce ni utiliza insulina, una 
hormona necesaria para con- 
vertir el azucar en energfa.

La enfermedad puede ocasio- 
nar que se acumule el azucar 
en el cuerpo, provocando 
complicaciones como enfer
medades delcoraz6n ,ceguera  
y problemas de circuiacidn 
que pueden derivar en amputa- 
ciones.

El estudio involuerd una en-

cuesta dc mds 
de 26(),()(X) 
adultos.

Virginia 
Occidental,
Carolina del 
Sur, Alabama,
Georgia,
Texas y Tenesf 
tuvieron las 
ta.sas mds 
altas, con 11 
ca.sos por cada 
1,000 o supe- 
riores. Puerto 
Rico estuvo 
tan alto como 
Virginia O c
cidental. Min
nesota, Hawai — —— —— 
y Wyoming
tuvieron las tasas mds bajas.

'iti*'

Control y  
diahei

^ T T i  '  ’  ^  AJ

our 
diabetes.

Enfermedades del corazon, primera causa del muerte en el mundo
Las enfermedades cardiovas- 

culares .son la principtil 
causa de muerte en el 
mundo, aunque cn los 
pafses de bajos ingresos 

'  las infecciones respira- 
torias (Kupan el primer 
pucsto, segun un infomie 
global pre.scntado hoy 
por la Oi^anizacidn 
Mundial dc la Siilud 
(OMS).

En el mundo. las 
principales causas de 
fallecimientos despuds 
de las enfermedades 
cardiovasculares son 
las infecciones respiratorias, las 
diarreicas.el sida, la tuberculosis, 
edneeres pulmonarcs y acci- 
dentes de trdfico, .segun el tuiiplio 
estudio elaborado con los datos dc 
muertes de 2(X)4.

En los pa(.scs pobres .son las 
infecciones y enfennedades para- 
sitarias, asf como las diameas.

De los 60 millones de personas 
que murieron en 2(X)4, mds de la 
mitad de ellas eran mayores de 
60 aflos, pen) cl c.studio mue.stra 
claramente las diferencias por

regiones

Asf, en Africa, el 46 por ciento 
de todas las muertes en 2004 
fuemn de ninos menores de 15 
aflos, mientras que en los pafses 
ricos s61o el 1 por ciento eran de 
c.se grupo dc edad.

Inversamente, solo el 20 ptrr 
ciento de los fallecidos en Africa 
eran mayores de 60 iinos, mien- 
tras que en el mundo indusUial- 
izado lo eran el 84 por ciento.

Dc cada diez muertes globales. 
seis se debien)ii a enfenne- 
dades no infecciosas. tres a las

infecciosas (transmisibles) y una a 
heridas.

En 2(X)4 murieron unos 10,4 
millones de ninos menores de 
cinco aflos, el 73 por ciento de ellos 
debido a seis cau.sas: infecciones 
respiratorias agudas (especialmente 
neumom'a), diarrca, nacimientos 
prematums. infecciones neonatales, 
asfixia al nacer y malaria.

De cada diez ninos que mueren 
de maltaia. 9 viven en Africa. as( 
como 9 de 
cada diez 
que muemn 
de sida. son 
algunos de 
los datos 
del informe,

En todo 
el mundo. 
los hom- 
bres de en- 
ire 15 y 60 ® ^ 
aflos corren 
mucho mds
riesgo de iTkirir que las mujeres 
de la misma categoria de edad.

Esas muertes se deben sobre 
todo a las tasas mds elevadas 
de Ciirdiopatfas, y a los trauma-

tismos, especialmente los 
debidos a la violencia y los 
conflictos.

Esta diferencia es la mds 
marcada en America Latina, 
Caribe, Oriente Medio y Eu- 
ropa del Este.

Si entre los adultos de Africa 
la principal causa de muerte 
es el sida, en Europa son las 
enfermedades cardiovasculares 
y las heridas.

(

En base a los datos de 2004, 
la OMS ha elaborado unas 
proyecciones para el 2030 
que indican que habrd un gran 
descenso de las muertes por

enfermedades transmisibles, 
entre ellas el sida, la tuberculo
sis y la malaria.

Las muertes 
por sida se 
espera que
aumenten de ( i
2,2 millones 
en 2008 hasta
2.4 millones en 
2012 y luego 
bajen a 1,2 
millones en 
2030.

Se prev6
que para 2030, las enferm e
dades no transmisibles cau.sen 
globalmente tres cuartas partes 
de las muertes, entre ellas los 
edneeres, que aumentardn de
7.4 millones de fallecimientos 
en 2004 a 11,8 millones en 
2030.

Tambidn se prev^ un incre- 
mento del 28 por ciento de los 
fallecimientos globales debidos 
a heridas, cuya causa principal 
serdn los accidentes de trdfico, 
que pasardn de los 1,3 millones 
de fallecimientos en 2004 a 2,4 
millones en 2030.

Para ese ano, la OMS prev6 
que las principales causas de 
muerte sean las enfermedades

cerebro- 
vasculares 
y las in-

i\ fecciones 
respirato
rias, espe
cialmente 
neumonfa. 

Las
muertes 
por ta- . 

baquismo
se calcula que aumentardn de
5.4 millones en 2004 a 8,3 mil
lones en 2030, cuando represen- 
tardn casi el 10 por ciento de los 
fallecimientos totales.

El sida disminuird pero 
seguird siendo la ddcima causa 
de muerte en el mundo; la tuber
culosis bajard al puesto 20. y la 
diarrea al 22.

El envejecimiento de la po- 
blaci6n incrementard los casos 
de edneer y los accidentes de 
trdfico subirdn al puesto quinto 
de causas de muerte, de.sde el 
noveno actual.
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Preparese para darle la bienvenida a la nueva cara de Amigos, con todos los viejos amigos 
que ha encontrado en United Supermarkets'^ Amigos celebrara su Gran Apertura con
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fabulosas actividades para toda la familla durante el fin de semana.
Bufca nuestra nueva lista ampliada de departamentos y servicios.
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* Television plasma Panasonic*^ c|e 40 ”
Lavadora y secadora de carga superior Maytag^ u  
con 3 meses de abastecimiento de detergente ' ,
' Refrigerador de puertas verticales Frigidaire 

(on una tarje tad e regain de $200 
para articulos de supermercado
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