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Aida Dom inguez Perez was 
indicted for theft of a firearm, 
a state ja il felony. Bond was 
$3,500.
Aurelio Robert Sanchez was 

indicted for burglary of a build- 
a state ja il felony, and 

bond was set at $5000.
Lenual H. Elm ore Jr. was in

fer DW I, third or more, 
a third degree felony. Bond was 
$2500.
James Penner, aka Jake Penner, 
was indicted for burglary of a

Hirn to page 2,
“ Grand Jury ”

week’s issue of 
we featured an ar

ticle on early voting for 
the May 5 City of Plains 
General Election of coun
cil members. The name 
of Arlon Alexander was 
omitted from the list of 
incumbent council mem
bers seeking re-election. 
Alexader joins other in
cumbent members Owen 
Schneider and Rick 
Ramos seeking a return 
to the council, along with 
new candidate Christy 
Brink, in the at-large elec
tion. Early voting is now 
under way in the election, 
and will continue until 
Tuesday, May 1 at City 
Hall. We apologize for the 
error.

At a breakfast director’s m eet
ing last Thursday of the Plains 
L ions C lub, Secretary/T rea- 
surer Harry Richards revealed 
a new membership roster list
ing 50 names, the largest mem
bership in the club’s history. A 
little  over one year ago, 18 
members belonged to the club. 
M ost of the dramatic spurt in 

growth is attributed to yeoman 
recruiting work performed by 
L ion  F irs t  V ic e -P re s id e n t 
Butch M ack
At the follow-up Noon m eet

ing of the club, 26 Lions were 
present, including first time at
tendees Marjie Diaz, Lisa Sosa, 
G ary  B ro o m e and  C h ris ty  
Brink.
At the meeting, the following 
officers and d irec to rs  w ere 
nominated, then elected by ac
climation, to take office in July; 
President- Butch Mac 
F irs t V ic e -P re s id e n t-  Jim

Haynes.
Second V ice-President- Eric 
Bánfield.
S e c try /T re a s -  H a rry
Richardson
One Year Directors- Gary Dyer 
and Johnnie Fitzgerald.
Two Year D irec to rs- C athy  
Jones and Vaughn Culwell.
A special evening meeting will 
be held May 3 in Stanford Park. 
The club will provide and cook 
hamburgers and hotdogs, and 
their spouses are to bring a side 
dish or hom em ade ice cream. 
All members are invited and 
urged to bring their families to 
the evening program and meal. 
M ike D reyspring , G eneral 

M anager of Lea County Elec
tric, was guest speaker at last 
w eek’s noon meeting. He de
tailed recent action taken by the 
New M exico State Legislature 

I\irn to Page 2, 
“ LIONS”

SPC honors Plains High scholastic achievers

Commissioners Court OK’s funds for hospital
In the April 23 session of Commissioners Court, 
a $38,812 bid from H ester’s M cGlaun on fur
niture for the new four D octor’s clinic under 
construction in D enver City was approved. 
Yoakum County Hospital Ed Rodgers told the 
court the bid “ is some 30 percent less than the 
Hospital Board had anticipated, because of the 
discount we received through our relationship 
with the Covenant system.”
Rodgers also sought approval for an additional

$96,732 for renovation of the Out Patient wait
ing room in the hospital. He said the Hospital 
Board felt the renovation would allow the new 
clinic Doctors’ to utilize the hospital lab depart
ment. “ If clinic patients have to go to another 
source for x-rays, or other lab work, it causes 
our revenues to suffer considerably.” The re
modeling work would provide easy access for 
clinic patients to visit the lab department in the 
hospital. Please turn to Page 2, •“ COURT ”

Students from Plains High School were honored for their scholastic achievements during the 
recent annual Celebration of Educational Excellence luncheon hosted by South Plains College. 
The statewide celebrations, sponsored by the Texas Education Agency and State Board of Educa
tion, honored more than 13,000 high school and junior high students for their academic distinc
tions in math, science, social studies or English language arts. Plains representatives are (front 
row, from left) Amanda Garcia, Emily Blair, Nicole Haynes and Lisa San Filippo, (second row, 
from left) Annaliesa O ’Quinn, Skyler Johnson, Lesli Rowe and Chris McGinty. Not pictured is 
Aaron Cain.

How Now Brown Cow
Lea County Dairy Installs Carousel M ilking

By W. H. Graham, 
Lovington Leader

Sebastian Faria is about to give 
his cows a whirl. A carousel 
m ilking system  is being  in 
stalled at Faria Dairy a mile east 
of Lovington on Gum  Road. 
The Rotaflo Dairy System will 
be a first for Lea County and 
one of the first to be installed 
in the U.S. It is manufactured 
in New Zealand and shipped all 
over the world.
Components for the carousel 

arrived in Lovington about two 
weeks ago - a week late since 
the five-man construction crew 
had arrived a week earlier. 
They are m aking up for lost 

time as they prepare to build the

existing m ilking barn  w hich 
serves Faria’s 1700 cow m ilk
ing herd. The carousel will al
low him  to add another 700 
cows.
The Rotaflo system is unique 

( and patented ) in that the cir
cular p latform  on w hich the 
cows rotate while being milked 
floats on water.
Just as an iron ship floats on 

the sea, the concrete structure 
floats on a reservoir of water 
underneath. It’s only about 8 
inches deep, but will hold up 
the weight of the cows and the 
platform itself.

Use o f the w ater p rincip le  
eliminates rollers and bearings 
and reduces friction to its low-

electric m otor drives rubber 
t ire d  w h ee ls  w h ich  ro ta te  
against the outside o f the plat
form, turning it at a speed of 
about one revo lu tion  every  
eight minutes.
Cows step on one at a time 

from a ramp. Workers attatch 
milking cups, and when they 
complete their 360 degree trip, 
they are m ilked and ready to 
step off, making room for the 
next cow in line. The process 
is continuous.
Trevor Barfoote, from North

ern New Zealand, is the con
struction foreman and is well 
traveled , having superv ised  
Rotaflo installations in Chile, 
Spain, Uruguay, Germany and 
France.
It’s the first trip to America for 
his workers, a hardy and col
orful bunch who seem to be 
enjoying their U.S. assignm'ent. 
T hey  are s tay in g  at 
theLovington Inn for the six to 
eight weeks construction pe
riod.
They are picking up on Ameri
can cultural practices. They 
learned, for example, it is com
mon to tip waitresses at restau
rants in the U.S., but the prac
tice  is u nknow n  in N ew  
Zealand. After ignoring their 
server in a Lovington Restau
rant, they got the message.

Plains Lion Club 
continues to grow

Grand Jury
indicts eight

Yoakum County Grand Jury 
returned true bills of indictment
on eight defendants April 17. 
All bonds for felony indict
ments are set by District Judge 
Kelly G. M oore, and Criminal 
District Attorney Richard Clark 
rep resen ted  the s ta te  in all
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Winners named in Lea 
County Electric Youth 

Tour Contest

mWM'S'

Seated, Kristopher Terry, Tatum, Annaliesa O’Quinn, Plains. Back, 
Allison Butler, Plains, Ashley Cruz, Wade Parks, Tatum.

W inners o f the 2001 Govem m ent-in-Action Youth Tour Con
test sponsored by Lea County Electric Cooperative have been 
announced by Allan Brown, M anager of M arketing and M em 
ber Services. The high school students whose essays and sub
sequent interviews qualified them  for an all-expense paid trip 
to Washington, D.C., June 14 -26, are Annaliesa O ’Quinn and 
Kristopher Terry. Annaliesa, 17, is the daughter of Steve and 
Rennette O ’ Quinn o f Plains, and is a junior at Plains High. She 
enjoys volleyball, basketball and all sports. Annaliesa has also 
been selected by State Representative Gary W alker to attend 
the Texas Aerospace Scholars camp at NASA in Houston this 
summer.
Kristopher, 16, is the son o f Johnny and Nancy Colwell of 

Tatum, New M exico, and is a sophomore in high school, where 
he is active in basketball and FFA. In additipn to working on a  
ranch when not in school, Kristopher enjoys listening to music 

i and spending time with his friends.
The Youth Tour winners were chosen after a round of inter- 

|  views by a three-judge independent panel. The thrid place prize 
; o f $200 was awarded to Ashley Cruz, a sophomore at Tatum 
.High School. The fourth place prize o f $125 was taken by 
■Allison Butler, a junior at Plains High and the daughter o f Bill 

j: and Daina Butler, and Wade Parks, a freshman at Tatum High 
|  finished fifth, receiving $75.
j; Annaliesa and Kristopher will jo in  approximately 100 other
> students from New M exico and Texas who have been selected 

as representatives o f rural electric cooperatives through con
i': tests simlar to the one sponsored by Lea County Electric. Dur
i n g  the 13 day stay in the capitol, the winners will visit with 
: their congressmen and senators, and tour sites of historical sig-
0 nificance including the Smithsonian, Library of Congress and 

the Supreme Court. Around 1,400 students from  rural electric
1 cooperatives in 38 states will meet in W ashington for the 37th 
'■ National Rural Electric Youth Tour as guests o f the National
> Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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putting a hold on effforts to 
deregulate the electric power 
industry in that state for five 
years.
He reported the Texas Legis

lature is strill wrestling with the 
deregulation problem here. He 
is hopeful H B 1692 will emerge 
in its final form  w ith  teeth  
enough  to g ive Texas un til 
2007 to actually go into elec
tric deregulation.
D reyspring said the electric 

energy crisis in California is far 
from  “ over or fixed. The cars 
just keep piling up in this huge 
train wreck , and Lea County 
Electric does not want the same 
w re c k  in  N ew  M ex ico  or 
Texas.” He also cited the co
operation and assistance shown 
the Cooperative by State Rep
resen tative  G ary W alker.“ I 
consider what Walker has done this country on a firm foundation of faith and 
in Austin to show support for values. By preserving the fact our country has 
th is  a rea  and  the  e le c tr ic  the safest, m ost abundant and affordable food 
cooperative’s to be a great ex- supply in the world, we also protect our na- 
ample of what a good politician tional security interests, 
shou ld  be, tru ly  con cern ed  That is why I fought for and secured more than

$25 billion in economic relief for farmers and 
ranchers over the past three years, o f which 
more than $450 m illion went directly to pro
ducers in the 19th District of Texas. That is also 
why I fought for and secured the most exten
sive improvements to the Federal Crop Insur
ance Program  in its 64 year history. And that is 
why after lengthy discussions with President 
Bush. I secured an increase in the agricultural 
budget to ensure agriculture, along with na
tional defense, will have access to the ten year 
$514 billion reserve fund.
I am also working to make permanent improve-

Larry Combest comments
Congress has recessed for the Easter Holiday 

and it has given me the opportunity to come 
home and share with you what we have been 
working on in agriculture.
I live agriculture everyday, and I believe we 

have not only a duty, but an obligation to en
sure a positive economic environment where 
producers can expect an honest return for theiw 
work. Farming is unlike anu other business, 
where producers have no control over the mar
kets or the weather that determine their price, 
production and ultimately, their income.
W hen I was chosen to lead the House Agricul
ture Committee in 1999, I pledged the com
mittee would be a close friend to Am erican 
farmers and ranchers, and Congress would see 
producers through difficualt times by provid
ing short-term relief until perm anent improve
ments to the farmsafety net can be made. It is 
important to keep in mind, rural America keeps

about the interests of his con
stituents.”
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Ernie James Hildebrand was in
dicted for burglary of a habitation, 
second degre felony.
Andres Adrain Alarcon was in

dicted for burglary of a habitation, 
a second degree felony. Bond was 
set at $5000.
Thomas Drought Jr. was indicted 
for DWI, third or more, third de
gree felony. Bond was $5000. 
Frederick S. Wright Jr. was in

dicted for third or more DWI, third 
degree felony, and bond was 
$2500.
State jail felony calls for confine
ment in a state jail for no more than 
two years, or less than 180 days, 
and optional 
fine up to $10,000.
Third degree felony calls for con
finement in the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, Institutional 
Division, for not more than ten 
years or less than two years, and 
optional fine up to $ 10,000. 
Second degree felony calls for 

confinement in TDCJ for not more 
than 20 years, or less than two 
years, and optional fine up to 
$10,000.

ments to the farm safety net. However, with that 
opportunity comes challenges. Creating a farm 
program  benefitting all agricultural areas can 
be tricky. I represent one o f the m ost produc
tive agriculture areas in the country, and when 
I am working to craft farm policy, I always kee 
West Texas farm ers’ interests in mid. However, 
as Chairman, I also have the duty to ensure that 
producers across the country, in every region, 
benefit from a federal farm program. For in
stance, there is a great deal o f disagreem ent on 
the exact definition o f a “ family farm ” . Some 
would argue a family farm  is determined by the 
number o f acres being farmed; others would 
base it on arbitrary gross incom e limits. Either 
o f these definitions could pose a great danger 
to our local producers.
M any farms in our region would be ineligible 

for program benefits if  the fam ily farm is de
fined as one with fewer than 1,000 acres.
I believe governm ent does have a role in agri

culture, but should not be an authoritative fig
ure. The government should step in when fac
tors beyond producers control conspire against 
them, such as extreme weather conditions or 
excessive market losses. The governm ent can 
and should provide a strong crop insurance pro
gram, a strong safety net, and negotiate trade 
agreements to ensure Am erican producers in
terests are met. I have been actively engaged in 
recent trade negotiations to ensure domestic 
producers b enefit from all new agreements. If 
our farmers do not see direct results from  these 
negotiations, I will personally support ending 
our participation in such efforts.
As your representative in Congress. I am hon
ored to be your voice in Washington. You cabn 
be assured I will continue to fight for your in
terests.

E ight PH S students 
qualify for U IL  state m eet

E igh t P lains H igh students 
won medals at the Region 1-AA 
■UIL Academic m eet at Abilene 
C h ris tia n  U n iv e rs ity , and  
earned the right to compete at 
the UIL State M eet at the Uni
versity of Texas in Austin May 
4-5.
The Journalism  team  won the 

overall journalism  competition 
with the help o f senior Nicole 
H aynes, who p laced  first in 
Newswriting and Feature W rit
ing, in addition to taking third 
in Headline Writing. This quali
fied her to compete in Austin 
in all three events. Senior Lesli 
R ow e w on  th e  re g io n a l 
Headwriting contest, and ju n 

ior Chris Hansen placed second 
in  E d ito ria l w riting . Ju n io r 
Annaliesa O ’Quinn placed fifth 
in Headline writing.
In other events, Em ily Blair 

will make her second consecu
tive trip to the state m eet after 
placing second in Poetry Inter
pretation. The Calculator A p
plications team  o f Jill Gray, 
A n n a lie sa  O ’Q u in n  and  
Amanda Garcia were involved 
in a three-way tie for first place 
with teams from  Quanah and 
Van Horn. All three schools will 
advance to the state level. Jill 
Gray tied for second individu
a lly . In  N u m b e r S en se , 
A n n a lie sa  O ’Q u in n  p lac e d
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fourth, which qualifies her as 
the alternate to state. Senior 
Eric Nixon took the runner-up 
spot in Science and will also 
advance to state.
Others who competed at the 

Regional m eet were; Elizabeth 
Clanahan, Lexi Warren, Ragan 
M cG in ty , N o lan  N ew som , 
Grady M cNabb, Jordan Bean, 
M andi Rogers, Allison Butler, 
Liz Wilmeth, Sandra Gallegos, 
W endy F ie rro , E liz a b e th  
Rodriguez, Taylor Gray, Aaron 
Cain, Dawn Garland and Lisa 
San F illippo , S ponsors and 
coaches for the students were 
R en n e tta  O ’Q u inn , M elisa  
Dorsett, Gary Davis, M ichele 
M cCravey, B renda Canada, 
Brad Friesen, Richie Cullins 
and Edwin Brink.
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Auditor Hazel Lowret advised the 
court the additional improvement 
request would exceed funds cur
rently budgeted for permanent im
provements and repairs. After con
siderable discussion, the commis
sioners agreed some of their bud
geted projects could be delayed 
until the hospital renovation was 
completed. The court also agreed 
to advertise for bids on medical 
equipment and furniture for the new 
clinic.
Debra Pollard, Yoakum County 

Extension Agent-FCS, presented 
CEU certificates from the Exten
sion Service for continuing educa
tion classes the Judge, Commis
sioners, County Clerk and Trea
surer recently attended at Texas

308 WMt Main Brownfiald, Taxas 79316
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O bituary
R ene’ G. Thom pson, 64, o f 

D en v er C ity  d ied  T uesday, 
April 17 in the Lakeside Cov
enant Hospital in Lubbock. 
Funeral services were held Fri
day, April 20th at 2:00 pm. in 
the D enver C ity  C hu rch  o f 
Christ with Skip Rodgers offi
ciating. Burial followed in the 
Plains Cemetery, under the d i
rec tio n  o f  R a t l i f f  F u n e ra l 
Home.
Mrs. Thom pson was bom  July 
7 ,1936 in Seagraves. She mar
ried Leon Thom pson June 9, 
1955 in Plains. He died May 
15,1994. She was a m em ber of 
the Ladies Hom e Dem onstra
tion Club o f Yoakum County, a 
member of the Plains Church 
of Christ and a homemaker.

Survivors include: 1 son: Terry 
T hom pson o f Yantis, TX; 2 
daughters: LaGaytha Fitzgerald 
of Ransom Canyon & LaFonda 
Tranthan of Anton. 1 brother: 
James Stewart of Lubbock; 3 
sisters: L aura  F itzg era ld  o f 
W o lffo rth , L e ta
Georgioupoulos of Albany, NY 
& Jean M urray o f Kerrville; 11 
grandchildren & 2 great grand
children.
She was preceded in death by 

a great grandchild.
P a llb e a re rs  w ere  C o lin  

Trantham, Anthony Trantham, 
Brandon Beadle, John Booe, 
Gordon Booe & W ayne Box. 
H onorary Pallbearer: D anny 
Crabtree.

Legislation To Protect 
Environment, Royalty Owners’ 

Rights Moves Through 
Legislature

A piece of legislation that will pro
tect hundreds of thousands of roy
alty owners from possible damages 
by requiring operators and produc
ers to provide more detailed infor
mation on check receipts has passed 
a house committee and is on its way 
to the floor of the House House Bill 
981 by Represenative Tracy King of 
Uvalde could be heard by lawmak
ers right after Easter break. An iden
tical bill has been filed in the Sen
ate.
HB 981 is one o f a series of 

bills filed to clean up polluted 
lands and to protect the prop
erty rights of Texas land and 
royalty ow ners is m aking its 
way through the legislative pro
cess. Another cm cial part of the 
package o f legislation, SB 290 
would keep venue for a lawsuit 
in the county where damage is 
allegedly done to land and roy
alty owners. That bill was heard 
on April 9th in the Senate Ju
risprudence Committee.
S enator K en A rm bris te r o f 

Victoria is sponsoring the leg
isla tion  in the S enate  w hile 
Representative Tracy King of 
Uvalde is the House sponsor.

The package o f leg isla tion  
drafted, at the urging o f the 
Texas Land & M ineral Owners 
Association (TLM A), will re
turn fairness to the judicial and 
regulatory process to land own
ers and m ore than 1 m illion 
Texan royalty owners according 
to TLM A officials.
“The system currently favors 

the big oil companies and pro
ducers at the expense o f land 
owners, royalty owners and the 
environment. Today, the aver
age royalty owner is a widow 
over 65 years old and living on 
a fixed income, and no one is 
listening to her,” said  Doug 
Beveridge, Secretary of TLMA.
Rancher Bob Hindes of Char-

L i f e ,  H e a l A  a n d  

L o n s  T e r m . C a r e  Ia re  in s  n r  a n c e

Ag Insurance Plus
James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent

456-2788 * M obile  806-891-0449  

or 891-0450 * H om e 592-3490

Jr. High District Track Results
7th Boys:
Cade Arnett- 2nd, 800 run, 4th 
triple jump.
T odd W illia m s- 2nd  110 
hurdles, 6th high jum p.
Abel Ramos- 2nd 2400 run, 
6th 1600 run.
Michael Crump- 3rd 400 dash 
D avid  A lld red g e - 3rd  po le  
vault.
Ricardo Cueto- 6th 400 dash, 
6th 100 dash
Ramiro Martinez- 5th 400 dash 
Casson Curtis- 5th 300 hurdles. 
Ben Hayes- 6th 300 hurdles. 
400 Relay- 4th- Ben Hayes, 
M ichael Crum p, Todd W ill
iams, Casson Curtis.
1600 R e lay - 4 th - R ic a rd o  
Cueto, Ramiro M artinez, Todd 
W illiams, M ichael Crump.

8th Boys:
Patrick Cotton- 1st 800 run 
Evan Cain- 2nd pole vault, 4th 
110 hurdles.
Payton Bean- 2nd 2400 run, 4th 
1600 run.
Cody Flores- 2nd shot put, 6th 
discus.
Brandon H ise- 3rd discus. 
Breck Hamm- 3rd pole vault. 
Kelby Johnson- 4th 400  dash 
Eddie Ortega- 4th 200 dash 
Isaac Ramon- 5th shot put. 
1600  R e la y -  4 th - K elb y  
Johnson, Patrick Cotton, Evan 
Cain, Eddie Ortega.
4 0 0  R e la y - 4 th - K elb y  
Johnson, Eddie ortega, Evan 
Cain, Patrick Cotton.
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New Texas State History 
Museum Opens April 21

Austin, Texas - “It Ain’t Braggin’ 
If It’s True” is an exhibit with a dis
tinctive Lone Star flavor and w e’re 
not braggin’ by saying it’s one of 
many exciting exhibits at the new 
Bob Bullock Texas State History 
Museum in downtown Austin. The 
public opening on April 21 coin
cides with the 165th anniversary of 

the Battle of San Jacinto, and the 
Grand Opening Celebration is 
April 28.
More than 100 individuals and in
stitutions provided more than 700 
objects for display along with 17 
separate media and interactive ex
periences that make for a fun learn
ing experience. Come see artifacts 
uncovered by the Texas Historical 
Commission (THQ fromLaSalle’s

300 year old shipwreck.
For more information, visit the 

m useum  web site at 
www.thestoryoftexas.com 

CAUTION! Numerous phone cus
tomers report receiving calls, 
identfying him or herself as an AT 
& T service rep conducting a test 
on phone lines. You are asked to 
touch 9, 0, #, then hang up.
Telephone companies report by 

touching 9-0-#, you ofer the caller 
full access to your phone line, en
abling them to place long distance 
calls, billed to your phone num
ber.
Many of these calls come from 

jails or area prisons. Most major 
long distance providers have re
ported this scam. If you receive a 
long distance request for this ser
vice, report it immediately to your 
phone service provider.

lotte, Texas is typical o f the 
m em bersh ip  o f the TLM A . 
Rotting pipelines leaked salt 
water and oil onto his property. 
Old electric lines have killed 
his livestock. His pasture has 
been set on fire. A bandoned 
wells remain unplugged on his 
land and Hindes fears the leak
ing oil will contaminate his sur
face water and nearby creeks if  
the operators continue to ignore 
the problem.
“I have spent $50,000 in law

y e rs  fee s  to  ge t the  O il 
C om pany’s cooperation  and 
protect my surface and water 
rights,” says Hindes.
House Bill 2131 by Represen
tative Tracy King will put more 
teeth into oil well cleanup by 
am en d in g  the  N a tu ra l R e 
sources Code to raise operator 
fees and strengthen well plug
ging regulations. It is estimated 
that over six more wells are il
legally abandoned every day in 
Texas. This legislation will put 
m ore m oney in the O ilfield  
Cleanup Fund so Texans will 
not have to pay with their tax 
dollars.
Rep. King also filed HB 736, 

which would allow land and 
royalty owners the protection 
of the discovery rule to deter
mine if they have been dam
aged before the current statue 
of limitations of four years be
gins to run.
“There are two issues at stake- 

Faimess and protecting the en
vironm ent. Royalty owners, 
like any other group of Texans, 
deserve fair treatment by state 
g o v e rn m en t. L and  ow ners 
leased their land for oil and gas 
exploration, that does not allow 
the land and especially the wa
ter to be destroyed,” concluded 
Beveridge.

CO
CD

52nd Annual Meeting Of Members
Friday, April 27th ~ 7:30 pm

at
Pannell Auditorium
Registration:

8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M., MDT 
Friday, April 27th,

at Lea County Electric Co-op in Lovington
or

6:30 p.m. ~ 7:30 p.m. MDT
at

Lovington High School
' •• v  -

Michael A. Dreyspring  
. General M anager

The business portion of the meeting will begin at
7:30 P.M.

Two Trustees will be elected; one from District 2 
and one from District 5.

World's Worst Farmer to Speak
We are happy to have with us at this year’s Annual Meeting of 

Members, Lewis Baumgartner - otherwise known as "The World's Worst 
Farmer"! Lewis hails from Ragweed Ranch in Cocklebur County, 
Missouri, where the agrarian lifestyle has provided him with plenty of time 
to develop and hone his unique brand of humor.

In addition to farming and speaking, Lewis writes a regular humor 
column for the Missouri Ruralist magazine.

2001 ANNUAL MEETING DOOR PRIZES Lewis Baum gartner

Computer (new Dell Dimension 700 mHz, 128 
MB ram, 20 GB hard disk, Microsoft ME & Works) 

25” Magnavox Color TV 
$50.00 (donated by SGS Witter)
Skil 3/8” Drill 
Black & Decker Drill 
Skil Jigsaw 
Antique Replica Lamp 
100 ft. Extension Cord 
Homellte Electric Chain Saw 
Sunbéam Mixer
Hamilton Beach Food Processor 
Rival Slicer 
Toastmaster Oven 
WestBend Electric Skillet 
Nesco Food Dehydrator 
Mr. Coffee Ice Tea Pot 
Krups Espresso Bravomaker 
Rival Ice Cream Maker 
Insect Killer
Under Cabinet Can Opener with timer 
CD Boom Box

Dirt Devil Spot Scrubber 
Clock Radio 
Cool Touch Griddle 
Quick Vac Broom 
Cool Daddy Deep Fryer 
18 Quart Roaster
George Foreman Indoor/outdoor grill
Cordless Caller ID Phone
DVD Player
Light Bulb Floor Lamp
Jeweled Crown Desk Lamp
Cordless Screwdriver
Wet/Dry Shop Vac
Electric Belt Sander
Blower/Edger
Weed Eater
Circular Saw
Electric Flow Lite
Document Shredder (donated by Roberts, Inc.)
Black & Decker ScumBuster Kit (donated by Roberts, Inc.) 
Black & Decker Cordless Drill (donated by 

Higginbotham-Bartlett Co.)

“Owned By 
Those 

We Serve”

Tatum
(505) 398-2233

Michael A. Dreyspring, General Manager 
Lovington (505) 396-3631 

800 510-LCEC (5232)
Visit our homepage: www.lcecnet.com 

Send us your comments and questions to: lcecnet@lcecnet.com

Plains
(806) 456-3322

http://www.thestoryoftexas.com
http://www.lcecnet.com
mailto:lcecnet@lcecnet.com
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Í Honors Time At PHS )

Tennis Regional qualifiers Tanner Hamm & Sterling Justus

Dist. Shot Put champ and regional qualifier Chris McGinty

District Golf champs & Regional qualifier Cowgirls Mandi Rogers. Liz Wilmeth, Mackenzie Winn & Allison 
Butler Regional qualifying Cowgirl tracksters Michaela Traweek, Jill Gray, Moriah Traweek, Kayla Willis, Jessica 

Rodriguez, Chelsea Blount

!;Dist. runners-up and regional qualifying Cowboy golfers Kelsey Blundell, Dustin Six, Jared Bell, Aaron 
Cain, Chase Howell. ' First student of the week is Dawn

\  ̂ w PW H R ik <- Garland a senior and the daughter of
' ^  Debbie Garland. She was nominated
| :.; ^  |  . ' by Mrs. Rotunno, who said “Every

one encounters obstacles in life. TheStudents o f  
the Week

Yoakum County
Plains Clinic

Jo Lena Wall PA-C
Will take Medicaid, Medicare, Major Insurance

and now CHIPS
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic Medical 

Problems, Immunizations
TEXAS HEALTH STEPS

Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8-5 
Wednesday 8-12 noon

Professional, Licensed Ag Applications 
At Affordable Rates !

806-456-6300 Office

Thursday & Friday 8-5
W ill take w alk -in s. A pp ointm en ts preferred .

Please call 806-456-6365

C & B
806-456-6790 Fax 

806-456-7536 David Mobile 
806-456-7974 Sarah Mobile 
806-632-5375 Dain Mobile

G & B
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%
New Pastors At 

Assembly of God
First Assembly of God Church 
in Plains has new pastors, Cecil 
& B e tty  Van H o o se . T hey  
m oved here from  Kingsland, 
Texas. C ecil is an o rdained  
m in is te r  w ith  th e  G e n e ra l 
Council o f the Assemblies of 
God. He was associate Pastor 
o f F irst Assem bly o f God of 
M arble Falls before coming to 
Plains.
If  you do not have a church, 

they extend to you an invita
tion to come and join with them 
in w orsh ip  and fe llow sh ip . 
F irst A ssem bly  o f  G od is a

Doug Rushing in Kuwait
On the Monday following Eas
ter, Specialist Doug Rushing 
and some 1,200 o f his fellow 
Army troopers boarded three 
747 je ts  for a long fligh t to 
K u w a it, one  o f  the  
detatchments o f U.S. military 
forces m aking up O peration 
Desert Spring.
The je ts  landed at Shannon 

Airfield in Ireland, and again 
in Sicily during the 27 hour 
flight.
R ushing  is assigned  to the 

Headquarters Platoon o f the 7th 
Cavalry Division, home based 
at Fort Hood, Texas. The army 
troops are posted about nine 
m iles from  the Iraqi-K uw ait 
border for the four month tour 
of duty.
In a recent telephone call with 
his father, M orris J. Rushing, 
he said Iraq has some 20,000 
troops around 16 m iles from

the comm on border.
Doug is also the son o f Debbie 
R ush ing . G ran d p a ren ts  are 
Betty and Polly Rushing, John 
H o lly , M r. an d  M rs. G ary  
D yer, and h is g re a t-g ra n d 
m other is E un ice  M oore o f 
Tyler, Texas,

Storytime
On Wednesday, April 18, we 

had Storytime at the Yoakum 
County Library. We said the 
pledges to the U nited States 
and Texas flags, sang songs, 
rea d  tw o  b o o k s; ‘You A re 
M uch Too Sm all’ and ‘Silly 
Little G oose’; and watched the 
movie ‘Dorothy and the K ite’. 
The children attending were: 
Am anda Dusek, Jentry Wall, 
Clayton Gass, Claire Carpen
ter, M adison Davis, and Bailey 
Winn.

1 JIA 'M  îfÔ'U a
jbeaA PlcUuA. Q>Ue*tdU,
^luutk, you! ieem i to- be. 4a inadequate to e&pAebi ouA feel

in g  to a ll of you. youA<M4itA,calU and Ike food you l>Aouyltt 
*n.eant 4o ue>iy m uch to- u4.

QodL IxleM you and ouA loue to a ll of you.
Hetty and Polly Puàtüny

Aß n jo w tu fie lA  

tf-u w e /u U  

c h ia m e .
S erving since J920

120 W. Tate P.O.Box 507 
Brownfield, Texas 79316 

Independently Owned & Operated Since 1920 
Bob and Jacalyn Jones, Owners 

806-637-3555
Pre-funeral Arrangements-Monuments—Cremation

st Baptist C hurch
ains, Texas

Sunday School 9:30 am. 
Morning Worship 10:45 am. 
Evening Program 6:00 pm. 

Wednesday
5:15 - 6:30 pm. Supper 

6:00 pm. Zombies
7:00 pm. - RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends, 
Generation X, Sanctuary Choir Practice

State Bound

praying church and if you have 
a need and would like for them 
to pray with you about it, just 
call 806-456-8474. If  you need 
a ride to church they will be 
happy to com e pick you up. 
Service schedule is as follows: 
Sunday School begins at 9:45 
am., M orning W orship 10:45 
am., Evening Worship 6:00 pm. 
(Sundays), W ednesday N ight 
Services 7:00 pm. The Church 
office is open Monday thru Fri
day 8 am -1 2  pm, and the Pas
tor is on call all the time.

As a result of her performance 
in the Skills USA VICA Dis
trict Competition in Amarillo, 
Ju lie G onzales qualified  for 
State VICA competition in Fort 
W orth on A pril 25-28. Julie 
chose to compete in nail design 
project where she placed first, 
and also oa rtic ip a ted  in the 
V IC A  Q u iz  B o w l. Ju lie  
transfered to Brownfield High 
in order to take the Cosm etol
ogy course. She will complete 
the course in her junior and se
nior year, then will take the

".. ;

■

Student of 
the Week

The third PHS student of the 
week is Kelly Bowers, a sopho
m ore  and  son  o f  T im  and 
Donna Bowers. He was nomi
nated by Mrs. Lusk, who said, 
“ Robert E. Lee once said, ‘ The 
education o f a m an is com 
p le ted  only  w hen he d ie s .’ 
Kelly has a quest for know l
edge. He tries to learn as much 
as he can each and every day. 
He puts 100% effort into all he

Julie Gonzales, left, and her 
instructor.
state board exam for her cos
m etology license. Julie is the 
daughter of Cissy Gomez.

does, both mentally and physi
cally. He is a superb role model 
for his peers, and a delight to 
have in class.”

District 4-H 
Judging contest

Eight Yoakum County 4-H ’ers 
participated in the D istrict 2 
Livestock Judging Contest in 
Lubbloc on April 21. Approxi
mately 150 4-H members from 
the twenty county area partici
pated in three age divisions. 
A ttending from  Plains were 

Elias Carrillo, Sara Horn, Cody 
M ayes and S te tson  S ellers. 
Denver City participants were 
A m y C la rk , T .J. K itch en s , 
L a n d ra  and L o g an  W ood. 
Bothe teams were in the Junior 
2 category. E ight classes of 
livestock were judged includ
ing both breeding and market 
classes of beef cattle, sheep and 
swine. Congratulations to these 
youths.

Industrial Technology 
Regional Contest

The Plains High Industrial Technology Department attended 
the Regional contest in Odessa April 21. The following stu
dents qualified there for the state contest to be held in Waco 
May 3-5 at the Convention Center:
Jared Bell Drafting Projects 1st & 3rd.
Allison Butler Drafting Projects 1st & 2nd
Frances Cordova W oodworking 2nd
Dustin Six Drafting Projects (2) 1st & 3rd
Taylor Gray Drafting Projects (2) 2nd & 3rd

Nelson Prescription 
4 ?  Pharmacy

"Your Business is A ppreciated"

O ur Toll-Free N um ber Is For Your
C onven ience Call 1-800-658-9604

F o r  a l l  \  o u r  P h a rm a c N  N e e d s  ! '

S05 Tali oka Rd. Brow nfield , Tx

First United Methodist Church
1202 Avenue G - Plains, TX.

Cordially invites you to worship 
and grow in Christ with us!

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

Morning Worship - 10:45 am 
Youth Fellowship - 5 - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Connections
Food & Fellowship-5:30-6:30 pm 
Eve. Bible Study - 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Other Opportunities 
Afternoon Bible Study - 5:15 pm Thursdays

GOD loves you and so do we!
Come grow in CHRIST with us!

K

Senior
Did everyone have a good Eas
ter? We certainly did and cel
ebrated Layne’s birthday also. 
Last Thursday at the Center 

was a good one. We had our 
bake sale and also put on our 
Easter Bonnets and had a pa
rade. Following is a list o f folks 
th a t p a r t ic ip a te d :
F lorineA shm an; Sassy R ed 
H at, Tom  C le v e n g e r, John  
W ayne Hat; M ary N ew m an, 
M in n ie  P e a rl H at; Z e lm a  
B o o n e , C o u n try  B o n n e tt: 
E la in e  S c h n e id e r , C o u n try  
Bonnett; Reba M cNabb, Red 
Bow; Layne Black, Easter Pas
tel Cap; W anda Black, Green 
Blitz; Jean Sparks, Easter Sun
day Blue & Roses Hat; Bob 
T h u rs to n ’s; M o th e rs  H at; 
Maggie Powell, Blue Adorable; 
Anne Greer, Carmen M iranda,

Stella M ontes, Sunday G o To 
M e e tin g  H at; D a rle n e  
Clevenger, Easter Fishing Hat; 
M ary M oya, Pink Poppie Hat; 
P a t A ltm an , F la p p e rs  H at; 
G loria Carrasco, Easter B un
n ies  & E gg  H a t, ‘S p a rk y ’ 
Sparks, Flower Bloom ing Hat; 
Ann Holland, Bugsy Bonnett; 
our piano player, C laudia Sue 
Fergason, Easter Tan & Brown 
Hat.
Yesterday was pool tourna

m ent, no one show ed  from  
Lovington. The winners were 
8-ball: 1st Leo D aniels, 2nd 
Eileen Fillipp, 9-ball: 1st Eileen 
Fillipp, 2nd Inez Turner. 
Tonight is our pot luck supper 
and band from  Levelland, “The 
Harvesters” .

Till Next Week, 
W nadaB .

Scholastic
Book Fair

Plains ISD Resource Center 
Monday thru Friday, 

A p ril Z3 - 27? 8 .3 0  am  - 3 3 0  pm  
The Public Is Welcome!

fp -
For everyone in Texas, 

and the Texan in everyone

Grand. Opening Celebration April 28,2001, in Austin 

|  wiTfye'Syjo x a,&fco *

IMAX® Theatre ★ Texas Spirit Theater 

^.Floors oflnteractive Exhibits ★  (512) 936-TSHM (8746)

Hi i JeUiA 2*i I - a- dit

THE

STORY
TEXAS
— —
THE BOB BULLOCK
Texas StateHistory Museum

§

r „ Life’s A Party
Secretaries Day-April 25

(Bosses Don’t Forget That Special Helper) 
Snack Attack Baskets $8.50-$19.50 

Fresh Flowers $6.50 & up 
Tea or Coffee Baskets $8.50-$19.50 

Lotion & Perfume Baskets $10.50 & up 
Lots More Come by 1302 Ferrell 

Plains, Texas 79355 or call 806-456-3394

Still Renovating..But we’re open for business!!

Magnificent Obsessions
Clothing, Gifts & Scrapbooking Materials 

637-0052
The Blue Dragonfly

Greenhouse, Watergardens, etc. 
637-0054

501 E. Broadway-Brownfield

r

Jjslers 8  Fpieinjj
-V

Individual Styling by 
Dena Pierce

106 Plains Hwy. Denver City, TX. 79323
806-592-9979

V  Collectables Wearables ))\
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Jury Selection List For The 121st District 
Court On May 1,2001 at 9:00 A.M.

A jury selection will be held for the 121st District Court 
on May 1,2001 at 9:00 a.m. in the Courtroom of the Yoakum 
County Courthouse in Plains, Texas. The following citizens 
are asked to appear:
Plains & Tokio Residents: W illie Jones, Irm a G onzales 
W ilhelm, Ernestine L. Dominguez, Cull William Forbus, Lisa 
Lynn Parrish, Isais Cam pa Sigala, M aria Victoria Delgado, 
Connie M. Chavez, Albert Lopez, Renee Kay Garcia, Rosario 
M edina, Amy Lee Garza, Vennum Fitzgerald, Andrea Nicole 
Haynes, Sam W. Burk, Etta C. Ward, Stephenia C. Allsup, 
Christopher Dale Winn, Glenda M. Hobbs, Lynda Kay Cowart, 
R achel L ira, Ja im e O rona, E lizabeth  C asillas, K yley Jo 
Bearden, Jerry Lynn Parrish, Joshua Aldan Bell, Dominga G. 
Spencer, Ramon Zuniga, Jeannette Head, M aria Rodriguez, 
Sterling Reeves Lovelace.
Denver City Residents: Delfino Rodriguez, David Yanez 
B arrientos, R osa R. Larrea, M aggie Corbin Pow ell, Sue 
Hardegree Webber, Sarah Deleon, Sandra M itchell, Peggy 
Joyce Aired, Paula Flippin, Lora Ralston Pinkston, Dennis Ray 
Snead, Don Fredrick O ’Keefee, Jeanette J. Chambliss, Estella 
Flores Salas, Pauletta Moore Cobb, Alfredo R. Medrano, Louise 
M. Swanson, Jerry Ed Mansur, Jolene Welch, Sharon Scott, 
N orm a D orethy , Jesus G u tierrez  P ad illa , M anuel Soto, 
Stephanie Suzanne Prather, Louis Espinoza, Billy Lark Qualls, 
George M atthew W illiams, Dolan Harold Dean, Debra Gordy 
Stevens, Jesus M anuel Rivera, Shirley Jean Woods, Rachael 
F lo res  T enorio , G ego rio  P h illip  F lo res , B obby G erald  
Gatewood, Gerardo Javier Figueroa, Craig D. Stephens, Jus
tin M ark Mobley, Laura Perez, Sue Long, Rodney F. Green, 
Pam ela  C o lle tt P roctor, A nita  K ibbe D am ron, A braham  
Aguinaga Villegas, Jose Valdez, Ruth Lowrey Pippin, Sylvia 
M orales, H o rten c ia  D elafuen te  R eynosa, R obert S ilvas 
Gonzales, Jacob Arnold Vogt, Juana Ortega Yanez, M ichelle 
Tramell Benson, Fernando Lozano, Ruth M. Garcia, Charlene 
Villarreal, Veronica Lim on Esquivel, Ross Hilbum , Kerrie 
Lund Graham, Sharon K. Taylor, Dennis C. Fausey, Fernando 
Hernandez M ontes, Esm eralda Sabastiana Villegas, Harold 
Eugene Ferguson, Pedro Esquivel, Thomas E. Mabrey, Don 
Gilbert Jones, M ary Helen M ensch, Russell Don MsKinney, 
Santos Ortega, Jerry Wayne Rolston, Irineo Olivas Salazar, 
Iris M cllroy, Bobby Trent, M ary Rose Kirkland, M elissa Ann 
Smiley, Ignacio Perez, Rendell M ark Rainey, Gregory D. Black, 
Sherry Bailey, John Ray Black, M ike Allen Royce, Kimberly 
Harrel, Arturo Lopez Aguilar, Steve Franco, Sharon Isreal 
McAdams, Guillermo Wiebe Friessen, Soledad Olivas Rascon, 
Sara Narried, Aurora Sanchez, Jesus M anuel Corral, Mary F. 
Seymour, Amy Reyna, Karen Green Cummings, Sarrell David 
Bethany, Lorri Locklin Minter, p tillo  Villegas Martinez, A n
drea Chavira, Rogelio Salazar, Rebecca M arion Morey, Linda 
Wood M oore, Philip Garza Barrientes, Jonathan M ark Mills, 
M aria Ona Hernandez, Timmy J. W illiams, Phillip Mathew 
M artin, Victor M olina Castruita, George Henry Reinert, An
gela Villa Zubiate.

My pastor performed one of 
his greatest moments during 
the  sp e c ia l E a s te r  S u n d ay  
evening performance o f FB C ’s 
“ The Redeemer.” He kept his 
m ou th  shu t th ro u g h o u t the  
entire,very m oving program.
I very sincerely enjoyed the 

individual and choir’s perfor
mance of the stirring music, for 
it w as superb . M usic  tru ly  
moves me, and I admit I had 
occasion to wipe me eyes and 
nose during the show numerous 
times, which I afterwards told 
the Bride was attributed to al
lergies.
I admire the work the director 

and choir did in preparation of 
this Easter presentation. I com
mend the preacher for his fol
low up remarks, his prayer, the 
Lord’s Supper honor.
W hat I d idn’t enjoy was me 

and Brother Bill being paired 
up across the aisle, forced to 
hold hands to end the services 
during Am azing Grace. His 
hand was a bit sweaty, kinda 
gritty, I thought, as I very Chris
tian like tried to think o f very 
Christian like thoughts as we 
grasped paws. W hen the last 
note sounded, he shucked my 
hand like a bo iling  egg and 
grunted, “ Oh, my Lord, I had 
no idea I was holding THIS 
hand!”
That’s OK, though, for the Eas
ter spirit was still in me when I 
bid him adieu, saying, “ You’ ve 
done well here, Brother Bill. I 
hope you m ake Sergeant in the 
Salvation Army when you de
cide to leave here, and I ’m sure 
you will, in a few or eleven 
years.”
I ’m one up on him  now, but 
I dread hearing his come back.

PUZZLERS:
I ’m told wind itself produces 

no sound - what we hear is the 
blowing past, over, through ob
jects on th earth’s surface. If  so, 
do solar w inds thousands of 
miles in space create sound in 
a void, and if  so, who hears 
them?
Also, if  the Lord G od pos

sessed such infinite wisdom , 
why did he create Rutabagas? 
Was it for a special, flawed type 
of human?
It puzzles m e m ightily how 

tiny, m icroscopic organism s 
can exist and live long periods 
in both Polar Icecaps. Really

makes you wonder about the 
ice cubes you place in drinks, 
doesn’t it? Unless, o f course 
they are of the harsh spirit va
riety.
I continue to be perplexed by 

the questiion, where does the 
white go when two feet o f snow 
melts? Yes, I know, you artist 
types will reply, white is not a 
color. It’s pretty contrasting to 
black, to me - that’s too simple 
an answer for self.
I toss and turn at night w on

dering why golf ball m anufac
turers tout certain of their prod
ucts as having more SPIN. All 
instructional golf articles I ’ve 
ever read tell m e SPIN pro
duces hooks and slices of the 
ball, the most frequently cursed 
words in golf. W hy add to the 
cursing?
I hope I am able to fitfully 

sleep ton igh t w oried  abou t 
these 
enigmas.

I cannot tell a lie. Well, maybe 
not always, but not this time. 
The fo llow ing  b it is sto len  
from  Stepehn Henry and the 
Levelland News-Press;
Living on earth is expensive, 

but it does include a free trip 
around the sun.
B irthdays are good for you; 
The m ore you have, the longer 
you live.
How long a m inute is depends 
on what side o f the bathroom  
door you’re on.
Ever notice the people who are 
late are often so m uch jo llier 
than the people who have to 
wait for them?
If  igno rance  is b lis s , w hy 

aren’t more people happy? 
M ost o f us go to our grave 

with our music still inside us. 
You may be only one person 

in the world, but you m ay also 
be the world to one person. 
Some mistakes are too much 

fun to make ju st once.
We can learn a lot from  cray
ons; some are sharp, some are 
pretty , som e are dull, som e 
have weird names, and all are 
different colors.... but they all 
have to learn to live in the same 
box.
A truly happy person is one 

who can enjoy the scenery on 
a detour.
H ap p in ess  com es th ro u g h  

doors you d idn ’t even know 
you left open.

Had an interesting m orning in 
church Sunday past. B rother 
Bill greeted Bride and I going 
in with his usual wit and charm; 
“ If I go to Abilene ( it amazes 
me, bu t i t ’s true - a B ap tist 
Church there is actually trying 
to lure him  into their hire ), 
th ere  are tw o p eo p le  from  
Plains I will not m iss!” , then 
guffawed.

I ignored his pleasantry, but 
did tell him  I appreciated his 
card wishing me a happy birth
day last week, even if  it did 
contain a very snide message. 
He beamed, and added pleas
antly, “ It’s amazing to me you 
have survived as long as you 
have.” I suppose the cleansing 
experience was not in me, for I 
answered, “ It amazes me I ’m 
eleven years older than you and 
you’re in such poor shape.” 
The next test was Bible Study, 
though I still consider it Sun
day School, from  p rac tices  
eons ago.
Our renowned biblical scholar 

Eddie Earnest barely had us 
seated when he wrote a num 
ber o f sins on a chalk board - 
best I remember, the list con
tained Lying, Boasting, F lat
tery , G o ss ip in g , C u rs in g , 
Coarse Stories, m aybe a few 
more I CERTAINLY was un
fam iliar w ith. Then, he ju s t

point blank asked the question, 
“ How many of us are guilty o f 
any or all of these transgres
sions?
There was dead silence in the 

room, and everyone seemed to 
be engrossed in their Bible. I 
suppose I was gazing out in 
space, deep in thought, when 
he pointedly asked, “ Gary, 
have you ever committed any 
of these sins?”
I thought at first it was pretty 

early in the morn for Eddie to 
be picking on me, but calmly 
replied, “ I am deep in serious 
study, trying to remember any' 
of them I have fallen prey to.” 
That seemed to satisfy no one, 
and thankfully, three hours later 
it seem ed, we w ent into the 
REAL services.
In his w elcom ing rem arks, 

Brother Bill related a story of a 
little child asking him  in the 
hallway, “ Have you been in the 
Church since before Jesus?”

DIABETIC?
If you have M edicare or Private Insurance, 

you may qualify for,

FREE DIABETIC SUPPLIES!
W e pay  for the supplies. W e p rep a re  insurance forms. 

We sh ip  your supplies to your home.
C A L L  N A TIO NAL M E D IC A L  SU P P O R T  

TO LL FREE  
1-888-400-0354

HEALTH BENEFITS 
fo r the ENTIRE FAMILY

only $ 7 0  per month!
FLAT RATE • GUARANTEED ACCEPTANCE 
SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT!-NO INCREASE!
DEEP MEDICAL DISCOUNTS ON DOCTOR,
DENTAL, CHIROPRACTIC, EMERGENCY ROOM,
HOSPITAL CONFINEMENT, VISION, RX £  MORE!

Call 1-888-369-1739
(AD  Deductible!)

Walker, 
Texas Rep

By State Representative Gary Walker, Dist. 80

Last week, the pace of session 
picked up dramatically. Prior to 
the Easter holiday, the legisla
ture would meet to discuss bills 
M ondays through Thursdays, 
and then we would have Fri
days to catch up on paperwork 
or have meetings with our staff. 
Last week was the first time we 
heard bills on a Friday, and the 
activity w on’t slow down until 
session adjourns M ay 28. 
Thursday, A pril 20, we de

bated the legislation providing 
fo r the co n tin u a tio n  o f  the 
Texas Natural Resources Con
servation Com m ission for the 
next 12 years. This is referred 
to as a “Sunset” bill, because it 
is the result o f the Sunset A d
visory Commission performing 
a review of the operations, per
fo rm ance  and goa ls  o f  the 
agency and making recommen
dations as to how  it should  
function in the future. In its re
view of TNRCC, the com m is
sion found the traditional regu
latory approach focuses on out
puts and does not adequately 
support inovation or provide 
incentives to rew ard perfor
mance. I was fortunate to work 
with Chairman Fred Boss ( D- 
Houston) on the floor debate 
over this vital piece o f legisla
tion.
Last week Senate Bill 2 was

debated and passed by the Sen
ate. As you are probably aware, 
this legislation is the follow up 
to the major water planning bill 
passed in 1999. That bill pro
vided for the creation  o f  16 
water planning regions around 
the state. As proposed, SB 2 
addresses the implem entation 
and financing of the water strat
egies andrecomendations iden
tified in the last four years by 
the state’s 16 regional water 
planning groups.
Besides these m ajor issues, I 

have continued to work on my 
individual legislative package. 
I have tw o b ills addressing  
water issues that were heard on 
the floo r last Friday. I was 
pleased they w ere approved 
and sent to the Senate. Addi
tionally, I have several bills that 
should be considered  in the 
coming weeks. One deals with 
the administration o f weather 
m odification  program s, and 
another im portant one deals 
with exemptions water districts 
can grant for permitting of wa
ter wells.
O f course, if  any of you are in 

Austin betw een now and the 
end o f May, I would encourage 
you to stop by the Capitol. I ’m 
on the floor m ost o f the time 
now, but I am always glad to 
see friendly faces from home.

E K g t M n e  a n  E v e  m  "T e n c a s

Teein' Off Texas Style
Texas is home to more than 800 golf course? 
and more than 70 of the top Professional 
Golfers'Association (PGA) players. Texas 
golf courses host six of the PGA Tour 
and the Ladies Professional Golfers 
Association (LPGA) Tour tournaments.

2001 Tour Schedule:

PGA -  Shell Houston Open
Tournament Players Course (TPC) at The Woodlands 
The Woodlands, April 16-22

LPGA -  Philips Invitational Honoring Harvey Penick 
Onion Creek Country Club 
Austin, April 26-29

PGA -  Verizon Byron Nelson Classic 
The TPC Four Seasons - Las Colin^s &
Cottonwood Valley Country Club 
Irving, May 7-13

PGA -  MasterCard Colonial 
Colonial Country Club 
Fort Worth, May 14-20

PGA -  Texas Open at LaCantera
LaCantera Golf Club 
San Antonio, Sept. 24-30

PGA -  The Tour Championship 
Champions Golf Club 
Houston, Oct. 29 - Nov. 4

Sources: Carole Keeton Rylander,Texas Comptroller (www.window.state.tx.us), TravelTex.com, 
the LPGA Tour and the PGA Tour.

He replied, over the PA system 
turned up real loud, “ No, but 
Gary Dyer has.”
I got the pay back before he 

even read this lead column!

* Garage Sale * 
Saturday Only, 10 

AM - 7 PM - 
Clothes, furniture, 
dishes, toys, much 
more! Located at 

large adobe house 1/ 
2 mile east of Plains, 

Brownfield Hwy.

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR
Massey Ferguson 

Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders, 

Lilliston Rolling 
Cultivators, Lorenz 

& Buffalo Cultivators, 
Baker Disc & Switch 
Plows, Spray Coupe, 

Wilmar Sprayer 
Brownfield, Tx. 

806-637-4569

Y o u r  A d  
H e r e , J u s t  

$  6  P e r  
W e e k

*

*

4

$

4

http://www.window.state.tx.us

