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Seven hopefuls vie for 
District 31 Senate job

Seven candidates, six Republicans and one Democrat, filed to 
run for State Senator in sprawling District 31, stretched over 26 
counties from the northern Panhandle southward to the heart of 
the Permian Basin around Midland and Odessa. They are bat­
tling for the senate seat held by Teel Bivins, recently appointed 
Ambassador to Sweden by President Bush.
The one Democrat candidate is Ms. Elaine King Miller, 52, an 
education consultant from Amarillo.
She will be opposed by these Republican candidates;
Bob Barnes, 49, a restaurant owner from Odessa; Kirk Edwards, 
44, a businessman from Odessa; Don Sparks, 64, business owner 
from Midland; Jesse Quackenbush, 40, restaurant owner and 
attorney from Amarillo; Kel Seliger, 50, business owner from 
Amarillo; and Lee Gibson, 50, a farmer from Dumas;
The special election date is Tuesday, January 20.

Sandy Land Underground 
Water Conservation District 

2003 Depletion Allowance

A mixed review of state’s 2003 cotton crop
Local production areas fare much better than many others

A pair of trucks loaded with cotton bales at Yoakum County CoOp gin ready for trip to Lubbock

A veritable mountain of burr trash continues to build at the gin

Sandy Land Underground Wa­
ter Conservation District an­
nounces that the Yoakum 
County water depletion maps 
for 2003 are complete. Earlier 
this month, an agent from the 
Internal Revenue Service ap­
proved these maps, constructed 
by District personnel from in­
formation collected within the 
District. They are used to deter­
mine the amount of decline al­

lowable on 2003 federal in­
come tax returns.
All landowners in Yoakum 

County who utilize groundwa­
ter may claim a cost in water 
income tax depletion allowance 
on their federal income tax re­
turn. Landowners must have an 
established value in their wa­
ter and a decline of the water 
table for the year of 2003 be­
fore the claim can be made.

Yoakum County cotton pro­
ducers may not have hit a pro­
duction home run this season, 
but undoubtedly suffered far 
less adverse conditions than 
those in many areas across the 
state.
A quick telephone survey of 

the cotton gins in the county 
indicate production will not 
result in new ginning records , 
but was undoubtedly better 
than thought at the beginning 
of the season.
Tokio CoOp Gin Manager 

Marc Traweek reported he was 
pleasantly surprised with his 
customers production. The gin­
ning should be final in the next 
few days, and he is estimating 
a final bale count of some 
20,600.,a healthy increase over 
last years run of 16,500 bales. 
He attributed the increase to a 
dry land crop which produced 
much better than originally 
expected.
Yoakum County CoOp offi­

cials were also well pleased 
with their production. The gin 
had produced some29,000 
bales when contacted early this 
week, and anticipates a total 
run of about 34,000 bales, well 
more than the gin has produced 
in recent years.
New Tex Gin Manager Ron 

Craft anticipates finishing the 
season with about 30,500 
bales, some 6,000 bales less 
than in 2001. “ We had a sub­
stantial number of irrigated 
acres planted with peanuts this 
year, which reduced our output 
and we also suffered a very dry 
spell plus some hail damage.” 
Sun Cot Gin’s bale count also 
suffered from Mother Nature 
when a severe hail storm dev­
astated many acres in the 
Higginbotham area. They an­
ticipate finishing with a little 
more than 14,000 bales.

EDITORS NOTE: The balance 
of this article deals with a de­
tailed look at the statewide 
2003 cotton crop year, com­
prised of material from Fiscal 
Notes, a publication of the 
Texas Comptroller office in 
Austin.
For Texas cotton growers, 

2003 was the best of times and 
it was the worst of times. 
Growers in parts of the state 
battled droughts, heavy rains 
and hail, which devastated 
some crops and dropped yields 
to record lows. Other growers,

including those in the southern 
part of the state around Corpus 
Christi, found near perfect con­
ditions for growing cotton, and 
reported all-time high yields.
While final 2003 production 

figures won’t be available un­
til 2004, Texas agriculture of­
ficials estimate that statewide 
cotton production) from 2003 
will reach 4 million bales, 21 
percent less than 2002, accord­
ing to an October report from 
the Texas Agricultural Statis­
tic Service (TASS). Yields for 
2003 are expected to average

436 pounds per acre, down 
from 538 pounds per acre in 
2002.

Droughts, hail and poor 
weather conditions wiped out 
about 1 million of the 5.6 mil­
lion acres of cotton planted in 
2003, said Jerry Ramirez, 
crops group leader for the 
TASS.
“ They’ve (cotton growers) 

gotten a mixed bag,” Ramirez 
said. “Central Texas has had a 
pretty good year. Up in the

Turn to Pg. 3, 
“Cotton’

Court approves agreement 
on regional drug task force

In Commissioners Court December 29, Criminal District Attor­
ney Richard Clark explained a proposed interlocal agreement 
between the County of Yoakum, County of Terry, City of 
Brownfield and City of Lubbock participating in a State of Texas 
grant which would fund operation of the South Plains Regional 
Narcotics Task Force. As explained earlier by Clark, the agree­
ment is necessary to ensure Yoakum County will be eligible for 
state funds to continue drug enforcement operations locally. Clark 
told the court the present grant program expires May 31, 2004. 
Under the new, jointly shared grant. Yoakum County will fund 
25 percent of the salary for Task Force Investigator Lisa Switzer’s 
salary, with Lubbock County funding the balance. Clark repeated 

Turn To Page 3, Drug Task Force
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Elfida Lazos-Winkler 
Announces For Tax 
Assessor/Collector

Services Held For 
Bill Lindsey CAPITOL 

COMMENTKAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
Texans Talk Homeland Security

“I, Elfida Lazos Winkler of 
Denver City, am proud to an­
nounce to the citizens of 
Yoakum County my candidacy 
for Tax Assessor/Collector on 
the Republican ticket.
My husband is Tim Winkler, 

who is employed by Occiden­
tal Permian as a shift Produc­
tion Technician. Together, we 
have raised four children in 
Denver City: Mindy Conde, a 
computer animation major of 
the Academy of Art College in 
San Francisco; Micky Conde 
of Levelland: Oscar Conde of 
Denver City; and Ashley 
Conde, a freshman at Midland 
College.
Being a life-long resident of 

Yoakum County, I, like many 
others, began working at a 
very early age and have 
learned to appreciate the sat­
isfaction of contributing to my 
community. I acquired my be­
liefs, as well as my work eth­
ics, from my parents, Oscar 
and Irma Lazos, who raised 
seven children and still reside 
in Plains. They taught me that 
the value of hard work doesn’t 
end with earning a paycheck, 
but is further gratified by one’s 
sense of accomplishment, 
pride and honor in a job well 
done, no matter what the job. 
“If elected, I am determined 

to use and incorporate these 
same principles in managing 
the position of Tax Assessor/ 
Collector for Yoakum County 
by using the skills I’ve ac­
quired during my professional 
history. Careful budgeting will 
be utilized in the most effec­
tive means to avoid misman­
agement of county funds. I 
gladly open my doors to all of 
your individual opinions, 
questions and concerns at any 
time during the term of office, 
if elected.

Some of my technical skills 
include organization and mana­
gerial techniques, accounting/ 
bookkeeping, government re­
porting and computer opera­
tions, along with a multitude of 
personable skills that have 
grown in abundance while serv­
ing the community. I served the 
county for 5 years as a legal sec­
retary in the district attorney’s 
office. This experience exposed 
me to different offices and du­
ties within the Courthouse. In 
addition, as a previous business 
owner, I have helped to promote 
business opportunities for local 
businesses by previously serv­
ing as treasurer and as a director 
of the Denver City Chamber of 
Commerce. I am currently em­
ployed at the Yoakum County 
Abstract Office in Plains. 
Altogether, I have over 20 years 
of office administration experi­
ence, which includes 7 years of 
legal administrative experience. 
Being honest, dependable, as 
well as proficient in computer 
and office skills goes hand in 
hand with my self motivation 
and hard work mentality always 
striving for efficiency. These 
assets provide a firm foundation 
for the position I am seeking.
I am committed to hearing your 
concerns and individualistic 
views as I begin my campaign, 
but most of all I look forward to 
meeting each of you.

Services for W.E. ‘B ill’ 
Lindsey, 93, of Brownfield, TX 
were held at 10:00 am. 
Wednesday, December 31, 
2003 at Calvary Baptist Church 
with Rev. J.L. Bass and Rev. 
Steve Carter officiating. 
Interment was at Terry County 
Memorial Cemetery in 
Brownfield under the direction 
of Brownfield Funeral Home. 
He died Dec. 28, 2003 in 

Brownfield. He was born Dec. 
31,1909 inBooneville, Missis­
sippi. He married Jonnie Ruth 
McDonald on Sept. 11, 1929 in 
Tipton, OK she preceded him 
in death Nov. 16, 1994. He is

Agnes M. Richardson, 88, of 
Denver City died December 
23, 2003 in Denver City. 
Funeral Mass was celebrated 

Saturday, December 27, 2003 
at 3:00 p.m. in the St. Williams 
Catholic Church with inter­
ment following in the Denver 
City Memorial Park under the 
direction of Ratliff Funeral 
Home.
Agnes was born January 23, 
1915 in Cisco, TX to J.J. and 
Willie Collins. She married 
Cecil Richardson in Nov. of 
1947 in Cisco. He preceded her 
in death in July of 1976. She

also preceded in death by two 
sons, Billy and Larry and a 
grandson Dennis Rasberry.
He moved to Terry County in 
1940 and farmed until 1944. He 
worked for Goodpasture until 
retiring in 1973. He was a 
member of Calvary Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include 1 son 
Sherrill B. Lindsey of 
Brownfield, 3 daughters Myma 
Bolding of Monahans, Sharon 
Willis and Ruth Rasberry both 
of Plains, numerous grandchil­
dren, great grandchildren, great 
great grandchildren, and great 
great great grandchildren.

was the office manager for 
S&G Trucks for many years.

Survivors include a step 
daughter Jeanne Edwards of 
Las Vegas, Nev.; two nieces, 
Cathy Strother and Susan 
Isenhower both of Lewisville, 
and one nephew C.J. Collins Jr. 
of Plano; along with 4 grand­
children and 6 great grandchil­
dren.
Pallbearers were Anthony 

Strother, John Isenhower, 
Mitchel Isenhower, Jeremy 
Isenhower, Jay Isenhower, and 
Bob Edwards.

Since the terror attacks of 9/11, 
protecting and defending our 
homeland has been priority num­
ber one for our government. One 
could hardly escape the images 
of destruction in New York, 
Washington, D.C. and Pennsyl­
vania as they replayed again and 
again for days on television sets 
worldwide. The media saturation 
forced many parents to talk to 
their children about terrorists and 
the evil that exists in the world. 
Since that time we have become 
a more vigilant society, aware of 
the potential for terrorism, even 
with chemical or biological 
weapons. We are aggressively 
working to protect against and 
respond to disasters with a re­
newed sense of urgency and pur­
pose.
Your response to the following 

question provided interesting in­
sight into Texans’ state of pre­
paredness. “The threat of biologi­
cal, nuclear or chemical weapons 
is a concern Americans must 
consider. The Department of 
Homeland Security has issued 
guidelines and life-saving tips to 
deal with potential attacks, but 
many people remain uninformed 
of what to do in case of an at­
tack. In what ways have you pre­
pared for an incident?”
Thirty percent of respondents 

had discussed potential attacks 
with their family and prepared 
them to react to a threat. More 
than half of all surveyed ac­
knowledged that they look for 
unusual behavior in public 
places, and 10 percent of your 
workplaces have established 
emergency evacuation proce­
dures. Still there were a number 
of Texans who checked “yes” 
when asked if they were unpre­
pared and did not know how to 
respond to a threat. Below are 
some of your thoughts: As a truck 
driver, I am constantly on the 
alert and ready to report or de­
fend. Robert, Santa Fe. Having 
lived abroad I don’t have the nor­
mal American feeling of apathy 
on the subject of terrorism and 
feel that I am very aware of my 
surroundings. Carter, Irving. Wa­
ter treatment plants, malls, 
nuclear facilities and downtown 
areas are all areas of concern. 
Brandon, McKinney. We have 
hurricane guidelines..why not 
terrorism guidelines? Anony­
mous. Our best defense is a good 
offence...bring the war to the ter­
rorists in their land. D.H., Aus­
tin. I’m constantly mindful of 
what is going on around me. 
Marcos, San Antonio. I don’t 
know anything about the issued

guidelines. Where are they 
posted? Tran, Houston.
There were many who ex­

pressed concern that they were 
unaware of the guidelines or any 
plans their community had in 
place in the event of a chemical, 
biological or nuclear threat. In 
response to these questions, I’ve 
devoted the remainder of this 
column to helpful resources on 
how to prepare your workplace, 
your family and yourself for a 
potential terrorist attack or emer­
gency situation.
Under the recently formed De­

partment of Homeland Security, 
the federal government has cre­
ated simple, easy to follow pro­
cedures for all Americans. At 
www.ready.gov chttp:// 
www.ready.gov/>, Texans can 
link to a variety of helpful state 
and local resources. They’ve 
posted the following basic guide­
lines: 1. Make a kit of emergency 
supplies. 2. Make a plan for what 
you will do in an emergency. 3. 
Be informed about what might 
happen. At the website, you can 
find descriptions of how best to 
follow these suggestions and sit 
down with your loved ones to 
create a plan of action for your 
family.
In addition to being prepared on 
an individual level, many Ameri­
cans, like those of you who re­
sponded to this survey, have 
wondered what more they can do 
to protect their communities 
from terrorist attacks and to pre­
pare for unforeseen emergency 
situations. Citizen Corps, which 
was created in response to this 
desire to participate, brings 
homeland security efforts to the 
local level through public edu­
cation and outreach, training, and 
volunteer service. Citizen Corps 
programs build on efforts to es­
tablished community safety and 
emergency preparedness pro­
grams like Neighborhood Watch, 
which has worked successfully 
for more than 30 years, and en­
ables ordinary people to play an 
active role in promoting the 
safety of their neighborhoods and 
towns. More information about 
Citizen Corps is available at 
www.citizencorps.govchttp:// 
www.citizencorps.gov/>.
An active and involved citizenry 
has been the hallmark of 
America’s democracy. Now 
more than ever it is important to 
exercise your freedoms and your 
voice, to safeguard your commu­
nity and the ones you love. To­
gether, we can continue making 
our nation more secure.
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Cotton boll
Cotton is the state's top cash crop, 
generating $1.6 billion annually for 
farmers. The crop has a statewide 
impact of $ 5 .2  billion. State agriculture 
officials estimate that statewide ’ 1 
cotton production from 2003 will 
be 4 million bales, 21 percent 
fewer than in 2002.

Cotton harvested Cotton produced Value of production 
(in millions of acres) (in millions of bates) (in millions of dollars)

2003 4.40 4.00 »

2002 4.50 5.04 $919.2

2001 4.25 4.26 580.7

2000 4.40 3.94 868.0

1999 5.10 5.05 993.8
SOURCES: Texas Agricultural Statistics Service. 
National Agricultural Statistics Service. 2003. * Estimate not available
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Back Then ’ Baptsing in deep East Texas

_________
An East Texas Minister, most definitely a Baptist, is shown years ago about to perform Baptism 
rites on a young girl, as other young people wait their turn in the turbid looking water, very likely 
the Sabine River which forms the border between Texas and Louisiana. The young lady patiently 
watching the ceremony as she stands next in line is one Audrey Scruggs, thought to be between 11 
and 13 years old at the time. She is much better known here as the late Holly Dyer. The original 
black and white photo was thoughtfully sent to the editor by a loving niece in Joaquin, Garvis 
Jones.

Justice of Peace Court Summary
The following is a summary of 
cases filed and bonds set in Pre­
cinct 1 Justice of Peace Court, 
Judge Melba Crutcher presid­
ing.
Cases filed;
39 traffic cases
1 driving under influence of 
alcohol by minor 
1 open container of alcohol in

The

BEST
Just fOt

BETTER
(cjlyOo announces industry 

leading pay increase!

vehicle
1 Class B Misdemeanor
2 Class C Misdemeanors 
Bonds Set:
Two cases DWI, first offense- 
$1000
No Liability Insurance- $500
3 cases minor in possession of 
alcohol - $500
2 cases public intoxication-
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up to per mile
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May occur 30 to 50 years after expo­
sure to asbestos. Many workers were 
exposed from the 1940s through the 
1970s. Industrial maintenance and 
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mesothelioma, throat cancer or lung 
cancer. Call us for professional 
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$500
2 cases possession of controlled 
substance- $5000 
Criminal tresspass of habita­
tion- $1000
Aggravated assault with deadly 
weapon- $5000 bond, protec­
tive order.
Assault causes bodily injury- 
family violence-$1500 
Interfere with emergency call- 
$1000
Evading arrest- $500 
Motion to revoke probation- 
held until hearing
3 cases delivery of controlled 
substance- $5000
Theft by check- $500

From Page 1,
Drug Task Force

to the Court the four entity 
agreement was the only way 
the state would help fund local 
drug investigation and interdic­
tion actions. Rick Dickson, cur­
rent Llano Estacado Task Force 
Commander, will return to the 
CDA office as Investigator 
when the current grant 
expires.gran
The court awarded bids to 

Eddins-Walcher for the pur­
chase of county used gasoline 
and diesel for the year 2004. 
Bid prices per gallon, less any 
taxes, were $1.0060 for un­
leaded gas, and .09999 for die­
sel, with a small discount for 
transport loads.
Approval was granted the 

CDA to purchase a new com­
puter and printer from his 
equipment line item.

From Pg. 1 
‘Cotton’

High Plains it’s not so good. 
They’ve had damages and loss- 
due to drought and due to hail 
and rain.”
State agriculture officials do 

not have an estimate on the 
economic loss from the lost 
cotton, Ramirez said.
Much of the million acres lost 
was in the Plains region, a 25 
county area surrounding Lub­
bock producing about half the 
state’s cotton, said Dr. Carl 
Anderson, a professor and cot­
ton marketing specialist at 
Texas A&M.
“ We have exceptionally good 
crop yields, far above average 
in the southern part of the 
state,” Anderson said. “ Then 
we have the opposite end of the 
spectrum out West, over far 
more acres, that have either 
been destroyed or will have a 
very low yield due to adverse 
weather.”
Cotton is the state’s top cash 

crop, generating $ 1.6 billion 
annually for farmers. The crop 
has a statewide economic im­
pact of $5.2 billion, including 
money generated by support­
ing industries associated with 
harvesting, transporting, pro­
cessing and marketing cotton, 
according to a 2000 report by 
the Agriculture Program at 
Texas A&M. In 2002, cotton 
brought $974 million in cash 
receipts, the gross revenue 
growers received from selling 
cotton. Cotton ranks third be­
hind the beef and nursery in­
dustries, making up 8 percent 
of all the state’s ag cash re­
ceipts according to a TASS re­
port.
Texas leads the nation in cot­
ton production and produces 
about 25 percent of the nations 
cotton, Anderson said. In 

2002, the state’s exported cot­
ton was worth $426 million. 
California is the second larg­
est cotton producer with 2002 
cotton exports valued at $286 
million.
Farmers grow cotton on more 
than five million acres in the 
state. Only a few areas don’t 
have pockets of cotton acre­
age; the northeast, north of 
Dallas, around Laredo and 
much of the Trans-Pecos 
desert area in West Texas, 
Ramirez said.
The state boasts two types of 

cotton: Pima, which produces 
long fibers and is grown pri­
marily around El Paso and 
West Texas; and Upland, the 
most common type of cotton 
grown in the U.S. Of the 5.6 
million acres devoted to cot­
ton in Texas, pima accounts for
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ton, used for finer count yams, Plains region and for the State
is more difficult to grow and 
more expensive to process 
than upland cotton. Most pro­
duction statistics refer to up­
land cotton, Ramirez said. 
Cotton’s growing season de­

pends on the region. In South 
Texas, farmers might plant cot­
ton in February and harvest it 
in July. When the first bale is 
harvested in the Valley in July, 
growers have just finished 
planting in the Rolling Plains. 
Growers in Central Texas and 
the Upper Coast region, 
around Harris and Brazoria 
counties, harvest cotton in 
September.. In parts of the 
High Plains, harvesting ends 
near Chrisstmas.
Mike Wendt grows 650 acres 

of cotton at Needville, about 35 
miles southwest of Houston in 
Fort Bend County. He finished 
harvesting at the beginning of 
October, and said only about 
two-thirds of his plants sur­
vived due to the combination 
of drought and heavy rains.
“ It’s the worst crop I’ve ever 

made,” Wendt said, who’s been 
farming since 1979. “ The rain 
at the end didn’t help, but the 
biggest harm was the drought.” 
Southwest of Corpus Christi, 

grower Jimmy Dodson had a 
different experience. He fin­
ished harvesting his 4,000 
acres of cotton in early Octo­
ber. “We
had the highest production 
from our fields in the history 
of my farm,” said Dodson, who 
has farmed since 1977. He at­
tributes his success to steady 
rainfall in 2003 
The quality of the 2003 crop 

runs the gamut in the Plains 
region, which includes the 
Northern and Southern High 
Plains, said Shawn Wade, di­
rector of communications for 
Plains Cotton Growers Inc. His 
group represents growers in 25 
counties surrounding Lubbock 
who produce 60 percent of the 
state’s cotton crop.
“ The further north you go, 

unfortunately, the worse it 
gets,” Wade said. The Plains 
area farmers planted around 
3.6 million acres of cotton in 
2003 but will only be able to 
harvest between 2.3 and 2.4 
million acres, he said. He 
blames the low yields on poor 
weather and hail storms in the 

early and late parts of the grow­
ing season. In 2002 the region 
produced some 3.2 million 
bales of cotton.
“ It’s just not going to be a great 
year, and that’s not good news 
for producers, definitely not 
good news economically out 
here. Cotton really provides an

of Texas.”
The price Texas cotton fetches 
depends on world supply and 
demand for cotton, Ramirez re­
ported. 2003 prices are a little 
better than they were in 2002 
and 2001. Texas farmers re­
ceived an average of 41.2 cents 
per pound of cotton in August, 
up from 34.6 cents in August 
2002, and 33 cents in August 
2001 according to a TASS re­
port.
Cotton prices are 30 to 40 per­

cent lower than they were 30 
years ago, Ramirez said. “ 
That’s largely a function of the 
strong dollar.”
In the past, the infamous boll 

weevil was a major problem for 
cotton growers, but a 10 year 
eradication program has proven 
successful, according to grow­
ers. The 1993 Texas Legislature 
established the Texas Boll Wee­
vil Eradication Foundation to 
oversee the program.. Run and 
funded by cotton growers to 
eliminate the weevils through a 
combination of pheromone 
traps and insecticides. Getting 
rid of the weevils increases 
yields and lowers production 
costs, said Michael O’Connor, 
communications director for the 
foundation. Only three cotton 
producing areas do not partici­
pate in the eradication pro­
gram, and their producers are 
working to implement it.
Texas cotton producers say 

their biggest challenges in­
clude weather, insects, diseases 
and the value of the dollar. One 
producer said, “ Everything 
that determines our success is 
out of our control. You can 
make great decisions and have 
a great business plan and have 
perfect timing and still be a 
miserable failure. That’s the 
key frustration in our busi­
ness.”
Karen Hudgins,
Fiscal Notes

Legislature passes 
school aid bill

Austin - In spite of being dis­
tracted by investigations of the 
Governor, the recently adjourned 
legislature made a good record.
In the field of education, the leg­
islature increased the rural aid 
appropriation to $2,000,000 and 
submitted a constitutional amend­
ment increasing the tax for school 
purposes to 35 cents, putting aside 
a portion of the money for the 
purchase of free textbooks. Less 
commendable are acts which pro­
vide for establishing eight new 
colleges at a time when nobody be­
lieves the colleges are needed. Four 
would be junior colleges in Arlington, 
Stephenville, and two in West Texas.. 
The others are normals, to be located
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Prior to Christmas, I had many 
friends express concerns about 
how I would make it through 
Christmas without the Christ­
mas holidays without the Bride. 
I was probably even more con­
cerned. For me, attending 
Church on the 21st of Decem­
ber was a tough struggle, but I 
am very glad I attended, and 
VERY grateful for all the sup­
port I received from the pulpit, 
and the entire church family. 
You are greatly appreciated, 
and all of you know to whom I 
refer.
I spent most of Christmas day 
with one of the daughters fam­
ily in Hobbs, a first time expe­
rience for me. We were joined 
by daughter Shari from 
Shallowater.Discovered the 
youngest gal is a very good 
cook, and didn’t develop heart- 
bum until the next day ( Sorry, 
Shelly, you knew I was going 
to pick on you somehow). Her 
husband Butch again overcame 
my helplessness with an elec­
tronic problem, and I got to 
meet his two daughters and son 
the first time. Also on board for 
the day were three of my 
grandkids ( Shelly’s), and a 
great grandson, Kelby, 15
months.... last time I saw him
he was squirmeing in momma’s 
tummy. A very good day.

Just reflecting a bit: On the way 
to Hobbs I passed the Tex-Zona 
feedlot south of Higginbotham, 
the day after the ominous news 
about the Mad Cow scare in 
Washington state. Thousands 
of cattle, undoubtedly owned 
by some very, very frightened 
( No, frantic!) cattlemen and in­
vestors. I can’t recall what the
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capacity of the Tex-Zona facil­
ity is, but somewhere over 
30,000 head, I ’m thinking. 
North of us, from Lubbock to 
the very northern Panhandle 
area, where many and much 
larger feedlot herds are fattened 
for market, hundreds, probably 
thousands of folks with time 
and money investments in 
cattle are anxiously holding 
their breath to see how the scare 
will turn. out.
It’s a very frightening scenario. 
It’s incredible to me how ONE 
diseased animal in the entire 
USA could create such panic 
and calamity.

My first morale booster was on 
Christmas eve. That afternoon, 
I played golf, mainly as a 
needed escape from the house. 
Got home about 5 PM, dread­
ing a long, lonesome evening. 
About six PM I had a call from 
a good friend momma, inviting 
me to join she and husband at 
their son and daughter in-laws 
home for a bit of food and pre- 
Christmas visiting and cheer. I 
d idn’t hem-haw or whine 
around at all, and said I would 
be very pleased to. Thank you, 
Dear Lord, for friends.... that 
long, cold night was much, 
much more pleasant than what 
I had originally pictured it.

A Politically 
Correct

Christmas Poem
( A bit late, but still appropri­
ate )
Twas the night before Christ­

mas and Santa’s a wreck,
How to live in a world that’s 
politically correct?

His workers no longer an­
swered to ‘ Elves’,
“ Vertically Challenged ” they 
called themselves.

And labor conditions at the 
North Pole,
were alleged by the union to 
stifle the soul.

Four reindeer had vanished, 
without propriety, 
released to the wilds by the 
Humane Society.

And equal employment had 
made it quite clear, 
that Santa had better not use 
just reindeer._____
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So Donner and Dancer, 
Comet and Cupid, 
were replaced by four pigs, and 
that looked stupid!

The runners had been re­
moved from his sleigh, 
the ruts were too dangerous 
said the EPA.

And people had started call­
ing the cops,
when they heard sled noises on 
their rooftops.
Second hand smoke from his 

pipe had his workers fright­
ened,
his fur trimmed red suit was 
called ‘ unenlightened’.

And to show the strangeness 
of life’s ebb abd flows,
Rudolf was suing over un-au- 
thorized use of his nose

And had gone on Geraldo in 
front of the nation, 
demanding millions in overdue 
compensation.

So half the reindeer were 
gone;and his wife, 
who said she’d had enough of 
this life,

Joined a self-help group, and 
left in a whiz,
demanding from now on her 
title was Ms.

As for the gifts he’d ne’er had 
a notion,
making a choice could cause so 
much commotion.

Nothing of leather, nothing of 
fur,
which meant nothing for him 
and nothing for her.

Nothing that construed to pol­
lute,
nothing to aim, nothing to 
shoot.

Nothing that hinted at gender 
specific,
Nothing warlike or non-pacific.

No candy or sweets, they’re 
bad for the tooth, 
nothing that seemed to embel­
lish the truth.

And fairy tales, while not yet 
forbidden,
were like Ken and Barbie, bet­
ter off hidden.

For they raised the hackles of 
those psychological, 
who claimed the only good gift 
was one ecological.
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No baseball, no football, 
someone could get hurt, 
besides, playing sports exposed 
kids to dirt.

Dolls were said to be sexist, 
should be passe, 
and Nintendo would rot your 
brain away.

So Santa just stood there, di­
sheveled, perplexed, 
he just couldn’t figure what to 
do next.

He tried to be merry, tried to 
be gay,
but you’ve got to be careful 
with that word today.

His sack was quite empty, 
limp on the ground, 
nothing fully acceptable was to 
be found.

Something special was 
needed, a gift he might give to 
all without angering the left or 
right.

A gift that would satisy, with 
no indecision,
each group of people, every 
religion.

Every ethnicity, every hue, 
everyone, everywhere, even 
you.

So here is that gift, it’s price 
beyond worth,
May you and your loved ones 
enjoy Peace On Earth!

Cheerfully stolen from the 
Lovington Leader, who stated 
the author is unknown.

After the Dallas Cowboys were 
through elevating my blood pres­
sure Sunday, I stumbled onto an 
unlikely golf contest on another 
channel.
Remember Mark McGwire, the 

home run slugger who retired a 
couple of years back after battling 
with Sammy Sosa for all sorts of 
homer records?
He’s evidendy an excellent ama­
teur golfer now, and calls the game 
“Absolutely the most dificult sport 
I have ever experienced.”
He was pitted in the ADT Golf 

Skills Challenge against some 
pretty big names in that sport, the 
likes of Greg Norman, Paul 
Azinger, Rich Beem, Nick Faldo, 
Collin Montgomery, and a few 
other notables.
It was a contest measuring their 

shot making skills, including long­
est drive, best approach shot to the 
green, chipping to the green, put­
ting, and hitting short irons to short 
par three holes.
After the first two events,

McGwire was doing remark- 9. 
ably well, much to the pro golf­
ers dismay, although it was in 
a friendly manner. Then, he 
placed second in the difficult 
putting event, first in the chip­
ping contest, and only had to 
fare well in the par three con­
test to win the event. Only 
Azinger and Norman could 
beat him with excellent shots. ^  
When it was finally his time 

to hit the 115 yard shot, he 
asked the players and specta­
tors to cheer as he made his 
three shot attempts, something 
which probably caused Ben Hogan 
to twirl in his grave. His first shot 
ended 1 foot, 10 inches from the 
cup, and he had beaten all the pros, 
much to the crowd and my delight. 
Presented with a $ 122,500 check, ^
he announced he was giving it to 
charity... “ I don’t want the money 
because I’d become a pro and be­
ing an amateur is lots more fun!”
What a class act... to the Pros cha­
grin.

We continue 
receiving 
thoughtful 

messages after 
Holly’s passing. 

Thank all of 
you so much!

m c e

The number of students participating in high school athletics 
across the country hit an all-time high in 2002-03. Texas leads 
the pack with more than 772,000 student athletes, according 
to the 2002-03 High School Athletics Participation Survey 
conducted by the National federation of State High School 
Associations.

The association reported participation increased Ipf tife>
14th consecutive year id more than 6,8 million students, and 
participation numbers increased In 2002-03 for both boys 
and girts. The favorite sport for boys was football, with about 
1 million participants nationwide, and girls' first pick was 
basketball, with about 457.000 players.

. /SOURŒ: Nmiojw! PederaBan t< f Hwh School Associations,i*»*»*)»*'*«. X

Wind Chill Chart
'['he term wind chill refers to the cooling effect wind has on die skin together with the 

temperature. As winds increase, heat is carried away from the body at a faster rate, driving down 
both skin temperature and eventually the internal body temperature. The wind chill chart 
combines the temperature and wind speed to indicate an equivalent temperature at which the 
body’s heat loss would be the same if winds were nearly calm. A strong wind, even in 
moderately cool weather, can cause a wind chill far below freezing.

Wind
(mph)

Temperature
(fiF)

Cairn 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 -5 -10 •15 •20 -25

5 36 31 25 19 13 7 1 -5 -11 -16 -22 -28 -34 40

10 34 27 21 15 9 3 -4 -10 -16 -22 -28 -35 41 47

15 32 25 19 13 6 0 -7 -13 -19 -26 -32 -39 4 5 -51

20 30 24 17 11 4 -2 > 9 -15 -22 -29 -35 -42 4 8 -55

25 29 23 16 9 3 -4 -11 -17 -24 -31 -37 -44 -51 -58

30 28 22 15 8 1 -5 -12 -19 -26 -33 -39 4 6 -53 -60

35 28 21 14 7 0 -7 -14 -21 -27 -34 -41 -48 -55 -62

40 27 20 13 6 -1 -8 -15 -22 -29 -36 -43 -50 -57 -64

45 26 19 12 5 -2 -9 -16 -23 -30 -37 -44 -51 -58 -65
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