-

5 0 Cents

Published each Wednesday in the county seat of Yoakum County, Plains, Texas

BAZE,BOOKBINDING

514 W 7TH AVE
AMARILLO,TX

10/2001 10/2002 2

SGod Lless America !

Volume Vl 11 Issue 45. July 31 2002

79101 0514

Get your boots shined, saddle soaped,'
and jeans ironed........

t’s Rodeo time this
Week

Rodeo, Old Settlers

Reunion schedule

Rodeo starts 8 PM Thursday,
Friday, Saturday.

Admission $5 adults, $3 kids 5
to 11.

Crowning of Rodeo Queen,
drawing for custom built
saddle or $500 cash during
Saturday performance.
Parade along Cowboy Way
Saturday, 10:30 AM

Old Settlers Reunion starts in
Stanford Park following pa-
rade. Tickets $6.

Yoakum County Art Associa-
tion Show and Sale August 2
& 3.

At the July 25 noon meeting of Plains Lions Club, new officers were installed for the coming
year. Shown here are David Brunson, former Lions President who was invited from Muleshoe to
act as Installation Officer, New President Melba Crutcher, Second Vice-President Vicki Blundell,
Tail Twister Debbie Rushing, One Year Directors Vaughn Culwell and Linda Wall, Treasurer
Harry Richardson. Not present for photo, First Vice President Tim Addison, Lion Tamer T 1
Miller, Two Year Directors Gary Dyer and Johnnie Fitzgerald.

Two drug cases heard
in District Court

Two cases dealing with methamphetamine were heard in 121st
Judicial District Court July 22, with Judge Kelly G. Moore pre-
siding. Criminal District Attorney Richard Clark represented the
State.

Cynthia Elaine Watts pled guilty to manufacture or delivery of
more than four grams but less than 200 grams methamphetamine.
A ten year Texas Department of Criminal Justice State Jail sen-
tence was suspended and probated ten years. She must pay a
$1000 fine, $292 court costs, $480 restitution and $25 time pay-
ment fee. As an alternate to incarceration in a state jail, the de-
fendant shall serve 12 months or until successfully discharged

Turn to Page 2, ‘Court’

Working As A Team

An open letter to the community from James Haynes,
Plains ISD Superintendent

I wonder if everyone has had
a hectic summer. I get amused
when someone says to me,
“Aren’t you glad school is out
and you have the entire sum-
mer off?” While the level of ac-
tivity for the students is greatly
curtailed during the summer
months, there are several areas
for the school district where the

activity level is greatly in-

creased. Our maintenance and
transportation departments go
into high gear to make needed
repairs not possible when stu-
dents and teachers are around.
Deep cleaning of all buildings,
which involves stripping wax
from all the floors, cleaning all
carpet, dusting all rooms from
top to bottom, and thoroughly
cleaning 65 bathrooms. Be-
cause the students’ needs and
the school staff are different
each year, room changes and
alterations must be made. Of
course the grounds department
is at its busiest time since the
growing season is in full swing.
Our transportation department
must make any major repairs to
the fleet and inspect all the ve-
hicles for safety as well as pro-
vide major cleaning of all the
vehicles.

Administratively, the princi-
pals must make the final staff-
ing decisions and start working
on the next year’s scheduling.
A small forest is sacrificed each
year as all of the reports re-

quired by the state are finalized.
Our cafeteria offers a summer
free lunch program. Our teach-
ers and aids who work with our
migrant population are busy as
well.

At the central office work is
done to finish off one fiscal
year and begin a new one. The
state requires its share of paper-
work and the summer is the
time when capital outlay
projects are coordinated and
completed. If you have been
driving by the school this sum-
mer, you may have noticed
some major activity on the roof
and at the football/track sta-

dium.

Summer work that is being
done this year and is done an-
nually has led to the purpose of
this article. There is no doubt a
high level of teamwork is re-
quired by the people who do the
work at the district. They help
each other and always provide
a great place for our children
to come and learn. Their sup-
port is without a doubt a major
contributing factor to the suc-
cess of our children.

I want to talk about the team-
work involved in the relation-
ship between the school dis-
trict, the county, and the city.
The level of help and support
these three government entities
give one another in Plains,
Texas is something that should
be emulated by other schools,

cities and counties in the state
and the nation. Whenever I go
to meetings where the topic of
discussion is cooperation be-
tween government entities,
most of the time people I talk
to are amazed at how well we
work together in Plains. As I sat
down to write this article, the
current summer is a great ex-
ample. Precinct 4 of Yoakum
County comes to mind because
of the help we recently received
when the need arose to remove
the old track surface at the foot-
ball field. As we went through -
the process, the job just seemed
to get bigger. The Precinct em-
ployees and Commissioner
Jack Cobb never blinked. They
stayed after the project until we
wound up with a surface the
contractors could work on.
Another major undertaking
took place four years ago when
Plains ISD added baseball to
our list of activities for the stu-
dents. Both Precincts 3 and 4
worked together to renovate the
old softball field as a starting
place. Lea County Electric
stepped in-and helped set the
light poles and also provided
some of the wiring involved in
the task. In fact, Lea County
Electric resets the lights at the
beginning of each sports season
to make sure all the playing
fields are properly illuminated.
Turn to Page 4,
‘Team’

On a recent hundred degree aftemoon this crew was laymg anew asphalt base for the run-
ning track at PISD. Another contractor will later add the rubberized top coatmg The previ-
ous track was twenty years old and was deteriorating badly.
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SPAG Board Of Directors
Wecomes New Member

Cotton Reigns As
KING In The

Lone Star State

As the nation’s leader in cotton pro-
duction and the sixth leading cotton
producer in the world, Texas stakes
its claim in cotton. Cotton is the
state’s largest field crop and pumps
more than $2 billion a year into the
economy. Texas also has bragging
rights on harvesting the first bale of
cotton each year as well as being the
largest producer of organic cotton in
the United States.

There are two kinds of cotton grown
in Texas. Upland cotton is grown pri-
marily in the Southern High Plains
around Lubbock and surrounding
counties as well as in Central and
South Texas and is used in everything
from clothing to sheets to towels.
American Pima cotton grown in the
El Paso region is used for high qual-
ity fabric such as linens and pinpoint
Oxford shirting material. Other cot-
ton factoids: * Cotton is Texas’ offi-
cial state fiber and fabric. * The cot-
ton plant produces more food for man
and feed for animals than it does fi-
ber. * All parts of the seed from the
kernels and hulls are used in thou-
sands of edible and non edible prod-
ucts for people around the world. *
Cotton was grown in 138 Texas
counties in 2001.

The South Plains Association
of Governments recently wel-

comed Jack Cobb onto the

SPAG Board of Directors. Mr.
Cobb, 63, has served as

County Commissioner of Pre-
cinct 4 in Yoakum County for
three and a half years. A gradu-
ate from Plains High School,
Jack went on to earn a
Bachelor’s Degree in Educa-
tional Administration from
Howard Payne University and
a Master’s of Education De-
gree from Texas Tech Univer-
sity. Following graduation, Mr.

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES
El Paso Natural Gas Company has applied to the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commision
(TNRCC) for issuance of a Voluntary Emission Re-
duction Permit, Air Quality Permit No. 49099 which
would authorize changes to and continued operation
of the Plains Compressor Station. The applicant has
provided the following directions to the site; from the
intersection of FM 214 and County Road 390, head
four miles east on FM 214, turn north on County Road
355 and travel approximately one half mile, facility
is on the right side of County Road 355, Denver City,
Yoakum County, Texas. Additional information con-
cerning this application is contained in the public
notice section of this newspaper.

Cobb worked as a high school
principal in Smyer, Texas and
Ackerly, Texas. An accom-
plished pilot, Jack was also an
aviation instructor at South

Plains College.

As a SPAG Board member,
Mr. Cobb looks forward to
working on issues concerning
the population decline in the
South Plains Region. The
SPAG Board of Directors wel-
comes Jack and looks forward
to his contribution to the re-
gion.
From Page 1,
~ “Court’

from the Taylor-Callahan-
Coleman Counties Restitution
Center in Abilene. Causes of
possession of heroin and engag-
ing in organized crime were dis-
missed. Dennis McGill served
as her attorney, and Rick
Dickson, Llano Estacado Drug
Task Force, and Yoakum
County Deputy Inoe Valdez
were investigating officers.
Trease Thomas Young pled
guilty to possession of metham-
phetamine. A two year State Jail
sentence was suspended and
probated five years. She was

~ fined $1500, must pay $140 res-

titution to DPS, $222 court costs
and $25 time payment fee. She
will serve 120 hours community
service, complete the TAIP pro-
gram, complete the drug of-
fender program, surrender her
driver license 180 days, and pay
$694 court appointed attorney
fees. Officers Dickson and
Valdez were again investigating
officers, and Chuck Lanehart
served as her attorney.

Tobacco attorneys’ stalllng
invites suspicion

By John R. Butler

Do you solemnly swear to tell
the truth, the whole truth, and noth-
ing but the truth, so help you God?

Five personal injury lawyers
hired by the State of Texas are
fighting tooth and nail against hav-
ing to hear those words as they
begin testifying under oath how
they engineered a deal that paid
them a $3.3 billion legal fee in the
Texas tobacco litigation. In fact, it
required three years, thousands of
hours of legal work, and a decision
by the United States Supreme
Court to make these five lawyers
explain how they got their
$150,000-plus an hour sweetheart
deal. :

When Big Tobacco settled
Texas’ lawsuit for more than $17
billion, I would have thought these
lawyers would be eager to reveal
the details of their victory. Instead,
they simply took the money and
ran. Even current Texas Attorney
General John Cornyn, the state’s
top lawyer whose duty and respon-
sibility it is to examine these ques-
tions on behalf of his clients —the
people of Texas — has been unable
to get answers in a state court pro-
ceeding from the men who were
supposed to be working for us, the
taxpayers. John Comyn has pur-
sued these matters with determina-
tion and diligence, even at his own
political peril in the face of a well-
financed and sophisticated public
relations campaign against him.

Why are they fighting so desper-
ately to avoid answering questions
about this deal? Is it because the
entire mess reeks of ethical prob-
lems and conflicts of interest? For
example, three prominent lawyers,
one a former President of the Texas
Bar Association, have made sworn
statements that they were asked,
but refused, to make a $1 million
payment in order to join this team
of private attorneys working for the
state. The spouse of one of the
lawyers picked for the case even
swore in a deposition that her then-

husband bragged about paying
money to get the lawsnit. Or take
the issue of the actual contract,
which was changed numerous
times, while the lawsuit was going
on. And how about the $40 million
in “legal expenses” that were rung
up and reimbursed, even though the
case was a near exact duplicate of
other state tobacco lawsuits?

But perhaps worst of all is the
allegation that the lawyers actually
sold out their own clients. A consis-
tent refrain from the lawyers, and
even from some in the media, is
that the legal fee was paid by Big
Tobacco, and did not come from
the proceeds of the settlement, so it
did not diminish the amount
received by Texans. However, this
claim, on its face, appears to be
false. It was clear that the tobacco
companies did not care if their
funds went to help children or to
pay plaintiff trial lawyers. It is very
possible that the lawyers made off
with billions of dollars that should
have actually gone to Texas hospi-
tals and health care programs;
instead of buying more private jets,
mansions, and seaside vacation
homes for personal injury lawyers.
In other words, it’s not only that
they made off with an outrageous
and possibly unethical legal fee, it
was probably our money that they
made off with!

These are not minor matters —
some of the questions are criminal
in nature. Yet these issues have
never been adequately investigated,
and until recently appeared as
though they never would be. Now,
if a Harris County court orders it,
the oath will be administered and
the hard questions will be asked. If
these lawyers admit to wrongdoing,
then the consequences of their con-
duct will expose them to huge mon-
etary liability. If they lie, they risk
detection and subsequent criminal
prosecution for perjury. If they
refuse to answer the questions
based on the Fifth Amendment
right against self-incrimination, a
civil jury (as opposed to a criminal

jury) may assume that their refusal
to answer is evidence of their guilt.

So it’s really no surprise that
these five plaintiff trial lawyers
fought to escape General Cornyn’s
questions all the way to the United
States Supreme Court. But they
lost — and now it is time for them
to answer some Very important
questions:

Did these trial lawyers pay
money to the former Attorney
General in order to receive their
contract to represent the State of

" Texas in the tobacco litigation?

Did these trial lawyers lie about
the amount and type of expenses
they incurred in the case?

Did these trial lawyers have con-
flicts of interest that they failed to
disclose to their client, the State of
Texas?

Did these trial lawyers breach -

their fiduciary duties to the taxpay-
ers of the State of Texas?

If these lawyers have done noth-
ing wrong, it is inexplicable that
they would take such extreme

measures to avoid answering these

types of questions under oath. Yet
now the trial lawyers are stalling
again, alleging that this is “political
season” and everything should be
put on hold until after the upcoming
November election. This is a par-
ticularly disingenuous argument,
since it has been their own stalling
tactics that has pushed this issue
into the political season. Perhaps
they believe their best hope is that a
newly elected Attorney General
will drop the inquiry.

That would be a travesty. These
are important questions that may
affect our state’s ability to fund edu-
cation for our children, and health
care for our disadvantaged. Let’s
quit stalling. Stop the delaying tac-
tics. Let the depositions begin, and
let the truth come out.

John R. Butler of Houston is
chairman of Texans for Reasonable
Legal Fees, and senior chairman of
J.R. Butler and Co., a consulting
petroleum engineering firm.

The Board of Directors of

Yoakum County Hospital

values your opinion on several changes that
are being considered for the future of the
hospital, West Texas Medical Center,
and the Plains Clinic.

A survey will soon be mailed out to you. We
ask that you take the time and effort to
fill it out and send it back. These changes will
determine how we may best serve you.

You may either mail these surveys back to
Yoakum County Hospital, or drop
them by the hospital business office,
West Texas Medical Center or Plains Clinic.

We appreciate your input, and look forward
to meeting the needs of our county in the future.

Thank You ! ! !
Hospital

412 Mustang Avenue
Denver City, Texas 79323

806-592-2121

‘ounty

BAYER LUMBER
& HARDWARE

1018 Ave. E Plains, Tx 79355
' 806-456-4800 Voice & Fax

Will take walk-ins

- Immunizations

TEXAS HEALTH STEPS
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 8-5

Wednesday 8-12

Thursday & Friday 8-5
Appointments preferred

Please call 806-456-6365

inty Plains
Amir Memon, MD
and

Jo Lena Wall, PA -

Wlll take Medicaid, Medicare, Major Insurance
| and now CHIPS |
Will see Minor Emergencies, Chronic Medical Problems,

C

|




2002 Club Champions

~ Ryan Sanders, with proud Mom Veronica, repeated his 2001 win,
winning the 2002 Club Championship with a three round total
of 215 strokes

3

Lisa ood was top lady golfer, and won the Championship with
a two round score of 155.
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Bill Qualls, who is 71, shot that same nu
tops in the First Flight with Rodney Garcia. Qualls won on the

fifth hole of a sudden death playoff

Charlie _Jivi_d_en took the Second Fligh._t__tl:gpﬁl*ly with a score of 156

More Yoakum County Golf Club

Championship Tournament Results

CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT: ( 3 Rounds) #1-Ryan Sanders, 215,
#2- Amory Droogsma, #3- Greg Hix 221

FIRST FLIGHT: ( 3 Rounds) #1- Bill Qualls, 224 (won play- _

off), #2- Rodney Garcia 224, #3- Kenney Hemmeline 228
SECOND FLIGHT: #1- Charlie Jividen, 156, #2 Johnny Jones

161, #3 Arlan Gentry, 162

THIRD FLIGHT- #1 Rodger Garcia, 153, #2 Alan Bell 159, #3

Dale Carter 167.

FOURTH FLIGHT - #1 Gary Clinton, 168, #2 Tony Kay, 177,

#3 Jake Depew, 191

LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP- #1 Lisa Wood, 155, #2 Ashley
Green, 161, Veronica Sanders, 165

SENIORS, 60-69 - #1, Johnny Jones, 161

SENIORS 70-79 - Bill Qualls 147

Court approves new
management contract
for County Hospital

In the Monday session of
Commissioner’s Court, execu-
tives with Covenant Health
Systems outlined a new man-
agement contract between
Yoakum County and the Cov-
enant System. Jim Bullard told
the court Covenant was seek-
ing a new $30,000 fee for pro-
fessional services, but the
county would recoup that
money from Medicare and
Medicaid receipts as a Critical
Access hospital. Bullard also
told the court there are only
some 16 county owned hospi-
tals in the state, five which
Covenant has management
contracts with. “ We feel we
have an outstanding relation-
ship with not only the hospital
Board of Directors, but you
county officials also,” Bullar d
said. “ We think your motiva-
tion is in the right place. You
have a successful hospital be-
cause of cooperation and hard
work, and we at Covenant think
you people have been outstand-
ing stewards of your people’s
tax dollars.” Bullard reported
the hospital spent some $1.2
million in tax dollars in 1993.
In 2000, tax expenditures were
reduced to $470,000, and are
being further reduced today,
while the hospital has added
staff, facilities and services.
The new contract was ap-
proved.

Troy Scott, currently the Mu-
nicipal Judge in Denver City,
and who will be unopposed in
the November election for Jus-
tice of Peace in Precinct Two,
told the court he was seeking
their approval to continue serv-
ing as Municipal Judge, and
following the election, assume
the Justice of Peace position in
January, 2003. He said the
Council of Denver City had
verbally approved the move
and a few details concerning
office space would have to be

worked out before it was for-
mally approved. “ I am here
today to tell you I want you, as
the court body, to feel com-
pletely comfortable with this
dual job plan.” He said the
Municipal Judge duties were
very small compared to the full
time duties as a JP, and the bulk
of his time would be spent
learning how to administer the
duties as a Justice of Peace.
Commissioner Woody Lindsey,
Pct. 1, after more questions
from Judge Brewer about the
arrangement, said, “ I will make
a motion to approve the dual
capacity, provided we have
your assurance if the Precinct
Two JP duties require your full
time and efforts you will step
down as the city judge.” Scott
said he would immediately do
so if necessary, and the court
approved his request.
Treasurer Toni Jones reported
a June ending balance of all
county funds in June totaling
$8,859,169, compared to ap-
proximately $1.5 million more
than that figure a year ago. She
also noted returns on funds in-
vested in Tex Pool and other
sources were averaging 1.6 to
1.8 percent interest compared
to some 4.5 percent one year
ago.

The court approved the cancel-
lation of a lease with Denver
City ISD on the old kindergar-
ten building there. The county
has been leasing the building
for one dollar per year since
1998. The school district will
use the facility to house a new
family assistance program re-
placing the old Even Start pro-
gram.

The court also approved ad-
vertising for bids for the pur-
chase of a new van type vehicle
for the Plains Senior Citizens
program

Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871
Mike Speed
Investment Representative

Stocks e Mutual Funds e Bonds e CDs
Governmental Securities ® Tax-Free Bonds

308 West Main
Brownfield, Texas 79316

Money Market Funds e IRAs

(806) 637-2364
1-800-215-0124
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Pierce Receives 20 Year

Tenure Award

Joe Pierce was recently awarded the Vocational Agriculture
Teachers Association of Texas 20 year Tenure Award for his years
of service to agricultural science and education. The award was
given at the annual VATAT Conference held on July 22-26, 2002
in Corpus Christi.

This award is designed to commend individuals who are dedi-
cated and supportive of agricultural education in Texas. Pierce
was presented his award during the Agriculture Teachers’ Pro-
fessional Development Conference on Wednesday, July 24, 2002
in Corpus Christi.

“This year’s conference is focused on integrating new and emerg-
ing technologies into the Agriculture and Science programs in
Texas,” stated James Korth, President of the Vocational Agricul-
ture Teachers Association of Texas. “With the rapid advance-
ment being made in technology, it is imperative that Agriscience
Teachers are capable of incorporating these changes into their
local programs so student are better prepared to pursue their fu-
ture educational and career goals.”

In Texas, there are over 1,500 agricultural science and technol-
ogy teachers that impact over 95,000 students who are enrolled
in agricultural education classes at the secondary level. The Vo-
cational Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas is headquar-
tered in Austin and aims to improve agriculture by teaching.

Pursuit

The Plains annual rodeo usually attracts many noted and tal-
ented calf and team ropers. and this years show promises an-
other good field. Invite your family or friends to join you Thurs-
day, Friday or Saturday evening!

(AG INSURANCE)
' PLUS

CROP INSURANCE MPCI-CRC-CAT-CROP HAIL
456-2788

. Jim Brown, Agent
Mobile 806-891-0449
or 891-0450

Home 592-3490

Jeff Lowery, Sales Assoc.
Mobile 806-592-1319
Home 456-3195

Life, Health and
Long Term Care Insurance

irance Plus
James F. ( Jim) Brown, Agent
456-2788 * Mobile 806-891-0449
or
891-0450 * Home 592-3490
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. ‘Team’
The city and the school cooper-
ate on nearly a daily basis loan-
ing and sharing equipment when
the need arises. There are numer-
ous occasions when employees
from the city, county and school
can be seen working together. A
great example of teamwork is
seen each Labor Day when the

- Watermelon Round Up takes

place. You will see employees
from these three entities work-
ing together to provide a really
great event.

I would not be telling the whole
story if I didn’t also mention the
teamwork displayed when our
churches getinvolved as well. As
asuperintendent,  have called on
the churches of our community
in times of crisis to help counsel
our students, and they have al-
ways responded.

We have also made our facilities
available to them when the need
arises for different church func-
tions. I know there are places in
our country and our state where
this could not take place. Thank
God, Plains is not one of them.

In short, everyone in Plains
works together. This kind of
teamwork makes for a great
place to live. People who don’t
" know Plains may not understand
this is our community’s greatest
attribute. We care about one an-
other, work to help one another,
and because of it we have a great
community.

I want to end this article with
the real reason I wrote it--to tell
all those in the community who

work with the school district:

how much I appreciate their

. hard work, their care, and their

_ support for the school system
‘and the children of Plains ISD.
It doesn’t happen everywhere,
and I am thankful the spirit of
teamwork exists in Plains.
Texas.

Three Days:

- No Taxes

Anyone who wishes the Decem-
ber holiday crush came at a time
with warmer weather should put
their shopping shoes on and head

for their favorite store. The fourth

annual Texas Sales Tax Holiday
is on the calendar for August 2,
3 and 4, and this year it promises
to be a busy weekend for Texas
retailers who are rebounding fol-
lowing September 11 and a slow
growth period.

The sales tax holiday provides
exemptions from state and local
sales taxes on most clothing and
footwear that costs less than $100
before taxes. Taking out the sales
tax saves shoppers about $8 on
every $100 they spend.

Gina Smith, a mother of six in
Bay City, says she takes advan-
tage of the Sales Tax Holiday,
particularly for items that stores
rarely have sales on, like under-
wear and socks. “I have three

uly 31,2002

“Toxic”” Mold — Who wants the Truth?

What do these things have in

common: wine, penicillin, cheese,

beer, and mushrooms?  Can’t
guess? Here’s a big hint: it’s also the
latest dubious health-scare, costing
Texas consumers millions of dollars
in higher insurance premiums and
needless home “health” testing, and
it’s being used as a get-rich-quick
scheme for some personal injury
lawyers. Ah, now you know — it’s
called MOLD.

So how did this very common
type of fungus, present in all sorts of
good things we use on a daily basis
and ever-present in our environ-
ment, grow into the major consumer
crises that it has become today? The
answer may surprise you.

As a board certified allergist-
immunologist, I have taught, done
research and seen patients with a
variety of immune-based medical
conditions for the past 14 years. In
the last several years, my clinical
office has become increasingly pop-
ulated by very frightened, some-
times angry individuals. They
believe, or have been told, that they
have “toxic mold disease.” But do
they really?

First, let’s examine some facts
about mold. There are many differ-
ent kinds of mold — at least 10,000
common types. Mold is every-
where, because it simply requires a
source of water, sugar and oxygen
along with a friendly surface to
thrive and grow. In places where

lots of water is actually in the air .

itself (i.e. high-humidity environ-
ments like Texas) mold easily finds

Gailen
Marshall,

| Jr, MD,
; PhD, FACP

comfortable growth sites and is
especially prosperous. Molds are not
new — they have always been around
us and always will be. It is not pos-
sible to “get rid of mold,” nor would
we even want to.

Is mold harmful to people? Can
molds cause memory loss, fatigue,
or brain damage? For most people,
the answer is a resounding, and
hopefully reassuring, “NO!” The
world is filled with mold spores —
we breath it in our air, we eat it in our
foods, and we drink it in our water
every day with no ill effects. Some
people do develop allergies and
experience symptoms of asthma or
hay fever when exposed to some
mold spores. There are also a few
mold-related diseases that can be
serious, but these are extremely rare.

But what about the “experts” who
claim to diagnose all sorts of mold
related illnesses such as memory
loss or learning disabilities? There is
absolutely no proof to support these
claims. And what about the dreaded
“toxic mold?” The term itself seems
to have been manufactured to arouse

kids in school and three at
home,” Smith says. “Next year

I’ll have four in school. They
wear uniforms, and it will defi-
nitely help to be able to buy them
without the sales tax.”

Shoppers flocked to the stores
during each of the first three
Sales Tax Holidays, saving more
than $108 million in the process,
says Eric Stearns of the
Comptroller’s Revenue Estimat-
ing Division. During the holiday,
Texans have saved about $85
million in state sales taxes and
more than $22 million in local
sales taxes.

“Retailers always look forward
to the Sales Tax Holiday,” says
Chuck Courtney, president of the
Texas Retailer’s Association.
“It’s very important for them.
Many independent retailers had
a good Christmas, but sales
dropped after that. Things have
bounced back lately, and we’re
looking forward to a successful
Sales Tax Holiday.”

The rules for the 2002 holiday
are the same as in previous years.
Clothing and footwear used pri-
marily for athletics or protective
wear, such as golf cleats or foot-
ball pads, are not tax exempt.
Howeyver, tennis shoes, baseball
caps, jogging suits and other ath-
letic clothes commonly worn on
the street are eligible for the tax
exemption.

In 2000, Texas Comptroller
Carole Keeton Rylander asked

door for little or mo cost!

(sorry, HMO's not accepted).

DIABETIC

Tired of Jumping through hoops %X :
to get your diabetic supplies? A
Have your diabetic supplies delivered to your

Medicare and private insurance welcome

Call Priority Medical Supply, LLC
"Your complete satisfaction Is our Priority”

Toll Free: 1-866-660-1718

Industrial
or Toxic

May occur 30 to 50 years after
exposure to asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s
through the 1970s. Industrial main-
tenance and operators are among
those at risk for mesothelioma,
throat cancer or lung cancer. Call
us for professional insight.

Carroravo Crmni s Arove axp Orures Nop Cismvie)
By Tie Troes Boam OF LavAL SepaaLamion

NO FEE
FOR
FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, MD, JD
(Doctor-Lawyer in full time Luw Practice)
Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.
Board Certified Pewanl Injury Trial Law &

Civil Teial Law. Tewts Bosted of Leyal Specdulization
Cameron, Texax

1-800-460-0606

www,ashestoslaw.com

the Texas Legislature to expand
the list of tax-exempt items to
include backpacks, school sup-
plies, sewing supplies and safety
gear such as bicycle helmets and
car safety seats. She also pro-
posed expanding the tax holiday
from three to five or six days to
help ease the traffic jams the holi-
day can cause.

While the Legislature did not act
on the proposal in 2000,
Rylander says she will make a
similar request to the 2002 Leg-
islature, to help Texas families
stretch their budgets a little far-
ther as they shop for school and
work clothes.

“I really wish school supplies
were included,” says Linda
Koch, a mother of two in Aus-
tin. “Schools post longer and
longer lists of things you have to
buy, and it really does add up.
Plus, now parents are required to
buy a lot of things schools used
to supply, like paper towels and
Kleenex. So including school
supplies would be a big help.”
Other items, including accesso-
ries, jewelry, watches, handbags,
wallets and briefcases are also
not included in the Sales Tax
Holiday. A complete list of tax
exempt and non-exempt items is
available on the Comptroller’s
Window on State Government
Web site at
www.window.state.tx.us.

panic and fear among otherwise nor-
mal people. Some molds do produce
“mycotoxins,” but these are mostly
of concern in the agriculture and
food industries.

Still, even though health risks
may be vastly exaggerated, most
people would rather not have excess,
visible mold in their homes. If there
is a lot of mold, it looks bad and it
has an unpleasant odor. However,
mold removal is relatively simple to
accomplish. If you have mold, you
have excess moisture and this source
needs to be eliminated, whether it is
a roof leak, a shower leak, conden-
sation, or from some other source.
Often, the mold can simply be
cleaned off, and will not return if the
moisture is removed.

Should you pay for a “mold test?”
No. The nations’ most reputable
experts, including the US Center for
Disease Control and the reigning
mold expert from Harvard’s School
of Public Health, do not support
most home mold testing.
Remember, in a place with high
humidity like the entire Gulf Coast,
you will find at least some mold in
virtually 100% of homes more than
a couple of years old. If you see or
smell mold in your home, clean it
up, and stop the source of water. It’s
that simple.

Should you find someone to
blame? The mere presence of mold
in a home or office does not :auto-
matically mean that someone has
done something wrong.
Unfortunately, our society today
seems to be about everyone suing

everyone else for things that used to
be considered part of life.

Should you panic? To me, this is
the most important issue of all. You
need to react to mold based on the
facts, not on the hysteria and hype
you may have recently heard or
read. The mold scare is already hav-
ing a demonstrable and troubling
effect on the Texas economy and on
individual lives. Texas insurance
rates are already more than double
the national average and are contin-
uing to rise based in large part on
mold-related claims. Many people
can no longer afford homeowner’s
insurance assuming they can even
get coverage in the first place. Home
sales are not going through because
of mold concerns, and home sellers,
lenders, Realtors, title companies,
and a host of other industries are
being damaged, which will begin to
show up as real job losses for real
Texans.

Moreover, individuals and fami-
lies are being moved out of their
homes by testers and remediators
and having their lives disrupted -
most for no legitimate reason what-
soever. If' you think the major con-
cem is really about your health, ask
yourself this question: do the apart-
ments and hotels into which these
people are being relocated have
higher or lower mold content that
the home from which they have
been removed for weeks or months
while expensive renovations are
completed? Or how about the out-
side air that we are exposed to every
day — are the same molds inside the

home found in the air outside?

The bottom line is this: if you are
il, see a physician. If he or she
thinks you may have mold allergies,
ask to be tested by a reputable spe-
cialist who has the credentials to
provide calm, reliable medical infor-
mation - then follow your doctor’s
direction for treatment. Check the
physician’s credentials to determine
their expertise claim in the diagnosis
and management of mold-related
allergic diseases. Don’t be afraid to
discuss with your doctor why he or
she thinks mold is causing your
problems. If you see or smell mold
in your home, simply clean it up and -
plug the water leak. If you need an
expert to help, find a reputable per-
son or company trained in moisture
issue management to find and fix the
water source.

And, perhaps most importantly of
all, if someone comes to you to try
and assess blame for the mold
“exposure”’, ask yourself whether
you want the aggravation, expense
and frustration associated with try-
ing to get compensated for the

.everyday risks associated with living

on our planet. Is the stress, anxiety
and guilty conscience really worth
it? You be the judge.

Gailen Marshall, Jr, MD, PhD,
FACP, is Director of the Division of
Allergy & Clinical Immunology at
the University of Texas Medical
School at Houston and Chief,
Allergy-Immunology Service at
Memorial Hermann and Lyndon B.
Johnson General Hospitals.

the roller coaster, and

let us help smooth out your
seasonal energy swings!

Levelized Budget Payment Plan
Offers Smoother Ride!

Sure, a roller coaster is fun to ride —
But it's no way to manage your energy bill!
The Levelized Budget Payment Plan can help take the bumps out
of your month-to-month energy costs by averaging your cur-
rent electric bill with your previous 11 months’ bills. Because
it's based on a running average of your
electricity usage, your monthly pay-

ment amount

but it will be much easier to plan and

J budget for!

Call 396-3631 or
(800) 510-5232
for more information.

Lea County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

will fluctuate slightly,

Health Benefits

For The Entire Family

only $ 7

Per Month

(With No Deductible!)

FLAT RATE -- GUARANTEED ACCEPTANC
SELF-EMPLOYED OR NOT---NO INCREASE!

MEDICAL DISCOUN Nt
* DOCTOR * DENTAL # VISION® RN & MORE!

Call Toll-Free:1-888-829-85

Management Plan from FCCS.

and individuals just like you.

It's Time to Be Debt Free

You can be debt free years sooner with a Debt

We have helped thousands of Texas families

W FAMILY

Credit Counseling Service www.familycredit.org
Recorded Message 800-457-6178 Non-Profit Licensed & Bonded

* Low Payments

* Reduce Interest

* No Credit Check

* Stop Late Fees

* Stop Collector Calls

FEN-PHEN

Pondimin
& Redux

LAWSUIT FILING DEADLINES RUNNING SOON!

HEART PALPITATIONS, RACING HEART, SWELLING IN
FEET & ANKLES, SHORTNESS OF BREATH, FATIGUE
I you took these diet drugs for 2 months or longer AND you are having any of these
symptoms, then call for a FREE CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION. If eligible, a
FREE ECHOCARDIOGRAPHIC TEST (non-invasive) will be set up for you
and your test results wili be kept contidential.

WILLIS LAW FIRM
DAVID P. WILLIS
Attorney at Law
Houston, Texas

BOARD CERTIFIED
PERSONAL INJURY
TRIAL LAWYER
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Call 1-800-883-9858 or 713-654-4040

This could be
you. Today!

Port Aransas

MUSTANG ISLAND

Texas~Island Style

1-800-45-COAST » www.portaransas.org



http://www.window.state.tx.us
http://www.familycredit.org
http://www.portaransas.org

Se;
O

In the absence of our director
who has been on vacation the
past week, Pat Alman and Ann
Holland have been keeping
things running efficiently in the
office while Tom Clevenger
and Layne Black very handily
handled the announcement
routine.

We were happy to welcome
Shirley Mosser, who was in
town for a day, and Stanley
Dahm, the VA Representative
from Lubbock, this past week.
It was also good to welcome
back Bill and Eunice Groves
who have been off doing other
things for awhile.

There were seven guests from
Lovington for our pool tourna-
ment last week and they car-
ried home all of the trophies
except for second place eight
ball which Carl Davis and Ireta
Davis, from Seminole, won in
each of the men’s and ladies’
competition. Eileen Fillipp,
from Plains, won first place in
nine ball. Congratulations and
a free meal ticket to each of
you.

Calvin and Wanda Moose
were here for lunch after a fam-
ily reunion trip to Oklahoma.
Floreine Rohman will be sadly
missed at table three at lunch
time and at the Bridge table
where she enjoyed afternoons
of competition. Our sympathy
goes to her family.

Our Senior Center operates
under a Board of Directors,
each of whom serve a three
year term with the option of re-
maining for a second term. The
responsibility of these people
is to oversee the general opera-
~ tion of the Center, employ staff
members, handle any griev-
ances and suggestions from cli-
entele and be available to help
in any situation needing atten-
‘tion. They meet once each

month with additional meetings
as needed. With thanks to each
one we list those who are cur-
rently serving - Pat Altman,
Faye Black, Reta Peeler, June
Hanneman, Walter Gayle,
Bruce Greer, Jack Session,
Charlie  Gillis, Royce
Hemmeline and Bob Thuraton.
These people serve alternate
terms with new board members
being added each year as oth-
ers retire. If you are over sixty
years old and would like to
serve in this capacity, please
contact any of these people.
Your interest and services will
be welcome, this is YOUR Cen-
ter!!

Reta Peeler spent some vaca-
tion time in Pagosa Springs,
Colorado, last week and reports
extra warm weather there and
evidences of the fire epidemic
in the Rocky Mountains.

Jewell and Royce Hemmeline
traveled to Ruidoso for a ro-
mantic anniversary week end.

Ida Freeman id planning to
visit in her children’s homes for
the next few weeks. We are
thankful her injuries were con-
fined to her right forearm and
were of a minor kind. We wish
her well.

Sandra Wells has been on the
sick list this last week. After a
trip to the emergency room, she
18 recovering at home.

Billie McDonnell’s family
gathered for a family reunion
near Cloudcroft and reported a
wonderful time had by all.

Ireta and Carl Davis met with
family members in Colorado
City for their reunion. They
were unable to gather in their
usual area because of the water
in central Texas.

Thought for today: “For peace
of mind, resign as general man-
ager of the universe.” (See
Psalms 46:10)

Larry Boyd, M.D.
Bodindr Thepchatri, M.D.
Christopher Cotton, M.D.

Amir Memon, M.D.
Heather Browning, PA-C

WEST TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

415 North Avenue F
Denver City, Texas 79323

806-592-9501
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APTIST CHURCH

ains, Texas

Sunday School
9:30 am.
Morning Worship
10:45 am.
Evening Program
6:00 pm.

Pregnancy, The Miracle
Of Life

By Larry C. Boyd, MD

I think it is safe to say that most
of us here in America take
many things for granted includ-
ing pregnancy. We just natu-
rally assume that a mother is
going to be pregnant for nine
months and deliver a normal,
healthy child without any prob-
lems whatsoever. We are ex-
tremely fortunate just to be able
to have that attitude. I recently

spent several weeks in Western

Africa in Ghana with the
United States Reserve and Fleet
Hospital Dallas on a Humani-
tarian Aid Mission. It was quite
a rewarding period of time in-
volving a lot of hard work in
arduous conditions but it really
brought me down to earth and
reminded me of how much we
have here. The infant and ma-
ternal mortality rate in Ghana
is quite high. Pregnancy there
is not taken for granted as many
babies and mothers die in child-
birth or from complications of
the pregnancy. Most people
there never have the opportu-
nity to see a Doctor their entire
lives. Some of the villages have
a “Nurse” who is actually a
midwife but they have no C-
section capabilities and little
formal training in difficult de-
liveries. They have no medica-
tions available to them, no ul-
trasounds, and no prenatal
screening programs such as
blood tests like we have here.
Becoming pregnant in a coun-
try like Ghana essentially
means that the mother rolls the
dice and hopes for the best pos-
sible outcome for herself and
her baby with little help from
anyone else.

We have tremendous resources
available to pregnant women
here in the U.S. and specifically
here in the West Texas area.
Early prenatal care makes a tre-
mendous difference in the out-
come of pregnancy for the baby
as well as the mother. It is just
$0 important to start seeing a
doctor as soon as you become
pregnant. Mothers need to start

- on their prenatal vitamins and

iron as soon as possible because
the vitamins, specifically folic
acid, have clearly been shown
to decrease the incidence of
birth defects if taken early. The
mother’s intravascular volume
expands dramatically as the
pregnancy progresses and the
iron helps the bone marrow
make the additional red blood
cells needed to keep from be-
coming severely anemic. Early
pap smears need to be per-
formed along with cervical
tests to screen for infections
which predispose to miscar-
riage, birth defects, and neona-
tal mortality and morbidity.
Blood tests are performed to
test for HIV, hepatitis, syphilis,

anemia, blood type, Rh and

other abnormalities.
If problems show up in these

tests early, most of them can be
easily dealt with insuring the
health of the mother and fetus.

Rh negative mothers must be
given a drug called Rhogam at
about 28 weeks gestational age
and after delivery to insure the
health of the newborn and fu-
ture pregnancies. Around 15
weeks gestational age, addi-
tional blood tests may be per-
formed to screen for Down’s
Syndrome and Neural Tube
Defects. We also test for Ges-
tational Diabetes which, if not
treated, leads to sever problems
with the baby and difficult de-
liveries. Blood pressure is
monitored very closely along
with urine screens to insure a
disease called Preeclampsia is
not insidiously developing as
well as urinary infection which
are quite common and can lead
to preterm labor of miscarriage.
The fetal heart rate and size of
the mother’s abdomen are mea-
sured regularly to insure proper
growth and well being. In short,
we scrutinize each mother and
fetus extensively throughout
the pregnancy to give them the
best chance for the best out-
come.

By the time delivery is immi-
nent, the doctor is completely
aware of every aspect of the
pregnancy and prepared for
everything whether it means
Caesarean Section or Vaginal
Delivery. Having said that,
even after all this preparation,
every pregnancy, every deliv-
ery is different. One never
knows what is going to actually
happen with a delivery or C-
section until it happens and the
doctor must be trained to deal
with every possibility rapidly to
ensure the health of the mother
and the baby. Pregnancy truly
leads to the miracle of life but,
it is complicated. It is a very
delicate process in which every
aspect must progress in an or-
derly discreet fashion. It is so
delicate that the least little al-
teration in the sequence of
events may make a difference
in the outcome of the preg-
nancy.

We take so many things for
granted in this great country
that I want to take this oppor-
tunity to stress the importance
of early prenatal care. It makes
a difference when you get regu-
lar early prenatal care and ev-
eryone in West Texas has ac-
cess to this. The doctors at West
Texas Medical Center in Den-
ver City join me in urging ev-
eryone to seek prenatal care as
early as possible with the Phy-
sicians of your choice.

Larry C. Boyd, MD
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Certified Nurse Aide
Course Scheduled

A Certified Nurse Aide course

begins August 12 at South
Plains College in Levelland.

Classroom instruction is
scheduled 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays through September
21 in the Technical Arts Build-
ing, Room 112.

Clinical instruction will be
held selected Saturdays at the
Levelland Nursing Home. Tu-
ition is $300 and state exam fee
is $69.75, plus textbook.
Instructor is Barbara Brattain,
1 V.N:

The course covers the neces-
sary skills to work in long term
care, home health or hospital
environments. After complet-
ing the 56 hours of classroom
and 24 hours of clinical instruc-
tion, students will take the State -
of Texas Certified Nurse Aide
Competency Exam.

Students must provide proof of
immunization for MMR, Teta-
nus and have a current TB test.
For more information, contact
the SPC Division of Continu-
ing and Distance Education at
806-894-9611, ext. 2341.

New Books At The Library

FICTION:

Desperado...Diana Palmer, The Mulberry Tree...J ude Deveraux,
The Remnant...Tim LaHaye, Jordan’s Star...Gilbert Morris, The

Bishop In The West Wing...Andrew M. Greeley,

Grave

Secrets...Kathy Reichs, Prodigal Father...Ralph Mclnerny, Step
To The Graveyard Easy...Bill Pronzini, Bad Boy Brawly
Brown...Walter Mosley, Meet John Trow...Thomas Dyja, Flight

Lessons...Patricia Gaffney, Prospect Street...Emmie Richards, An
Accidental Woman...Barbara Delinsky, Green Calder

Grass...Janet Dailey, Enemy Women...Paulette Jiles

NON-FICTION:

Dale Groom’s Texas Gardening Guide. Quick Fixes With

Mixes...Lia Wilson, Fly Fisher’s Guide To Texas...Phil Shook,

Computers Simplified...By Visual, Celebrate The Red. White &
Blue...Better Homes & Gardens, When God Weeps...Joni
Eareckson Tada, Prisoners Of Hope...Dayna Curry and Heather

Mercer, The Best Mr. Food. No One Left Behind...Amy

Yarsinske, Lusitania...Diana Preston, 3000 Degrees...Sean Flynn,

Texas Wild & Beautiful, Texas Sky...Wyman Meinzer,

Past...L.ewis Christian

Texas

you are invited fo a weo’ofr’ny shower Aononhy

%&z‘y Gass
bride - elect of
Sam D‘G}nry ‘
Sunday. August 11, 2002
Jfrom 2:00 fo 3:30 pm
in the home of

50 Ann Barron
Colors- Fed Kose, %ory € Black
selections at Dillards, Linens n :7£r'nys, garye/, Nelsons
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You are invited to the

PHS Class of 1942

60th Class Reunion

August 3, 2002
Schedule Of Events
11:30 am Old Settlers Reunion and
Rodeo Bar-B-Que in Stanford Park
1:30 pm Asembly in Methodist
Church Sanctuary honoring all
war veterans '
200 pm Individual Class meetings for
Class of 1940 through Class of 1950
2:30 pm Reception in Fellowship Hall
Everyone is invited to come by for a
visit!

Ya’ll Come 144

=

First United Methodist Church
1202 Avenue G - Plains, Tx.
| 456-3727

Sunday Schedule
Sunday School — 9:45 am
Moming Worship — 10:45 am
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm

Wednesday Connection
Food, Fellowship & Study

Other Opportunities
Fitness/Exercise Class — 5:30-8:30 pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays

Experiencing God’s Love
Transforming Lives

1

5:30-7:30 pm
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In a recent issue of CCN, we
challenged readers to correctly
supply us with the name of the
wife of the Old Testament’s
. Noabh, he of the flood fame. We
had one solitary reply.

A reader offered, ‘I think she
was called Joan of ARK.”
Sorry, we can’t reward you
with the magnificent prize we
had in mind for the correct an-
SwWer.

The following was cheerfully
stolen from the Levelland-
Hockley County News-Press.
For some reason,First Baptist’s
Bill Wright immediately came
to mind when I read it;
A minister parked his car in a
no parking zone in a large city
because he was short of time
and couldn’t find a space with
ameter. He put a note under the
- wiper blade saying, “ I have
circled the block ten times, If I
don’t park here, I’ll miss my
appointment. Forgive us our
trespasses.” When he returned,
he found a citation from a po-
lice officer along with this note.
“I’ve circled this block for ten
years. If I don’t give you a
ticket, I’ll lose my job. Lead us
not into temptation.”
The following stolen item defi-
nitely reminded me of Wright;
Someone has said there are
two types of people. There are
those who wake up in the
mormng and say, “ Good momn-
ing, Lord.” And then there are
those who wake up and say,
*“ Good Lord, It’s morning!”

Something strange has hap-

pened at our house. The Bride
' has gone a bit Daffy Duck over

the rodeo sport of bull riding.
Yes, I know you find that in-

credible. Me too.

When we first wed back in the

. Bronze Age, I mentioned I
' loved rodeos, and had actually

made a fool of myself in a num-
ber of them when much
younger and stupider.(bad
word)

She was stunned. “ You mean
to tell me you were so brain

deficient you got down in that

arena with all those wild ani-
mals?”

I knew then it was time for her
education. I told her I would
give her a 13 minute shopping
spree in her favorite women’s
store if she would go with me
to a rodeo. She was naturally
suspicious, and queried, “ I
don’t have to get down in that
coliseum with all those devour-
ing beasts, do 1?”

Now, I can’t even recall where
we shared our first rodeo. I do
remember in the lead off bare-
back riding event, the bronc
came busting out of the chute,
and did what it does over 60
percent of the time - bucked
some young would be bronc
rider off on his skinny but mus-
cular buttocks.

Bride looked at me and asked,
“ What were those funny, loud
noises the horse made every
time it jumped up in the air?”
She actualy had no clue animals
made the same disgusting gas-
tric noises we humans do when
we leap up and down with a full
belly.

We worked our way through
all the events, and naturally her
favorite was the gals running
the barrels. She made appropri-
ate comments through my
boredom, like, ¢“ OOOh, I love
her torquoise hat! Wow, look at
that girls chartreuse boots.

NOW HIRING:
* Company
” *Solo & Teams!
* Owner Operators

P * Loads With Miles Available Immediately!
: *ASK ABOUT OUR SPOUSE-TRAINING PROGRAM.

1-800-F|DR|VE www.cfidrive.com

Yoakum County Hospital, Denver City, Texas is
seeking an individual to fill the position of Radiol-
ogy Manager. Supervising and directing depart-
ment personnel and all functions including radiol-
ogy, ultrasound, CT, Bone Density and mobile
services. At least three years experience as a Reg-
istered Technologist. Must have Registry or Certi-
fication: ARRT and current Texas license required.
Fax resumes to Yoakum County Hospital, Attn.
Beverly 806-592-2891

ROJO _
ELECTRIC

Authorized
Square D

lSéalé‘f
456-7540

YUK, I hate her pink hat and
grey hair!”

When the final bull riding
event crept around, I expected
her to faint and fall over when
the first big, bad bull came
bursting out. When it did,
promptly tossing the cowboy

18 yards, she screamed, “ Oh, ~

Oh, what is all that bright green
stuff on the bull’s rump?” I
couldn’t believe it.

I tried to be patient when I ex-
plained why the bright green
stuff came from the enraged
animal, intent on throwing, or
even better, stomping, goreing,
even killing the fool cowboy,

*“ This is a disgusting sport.
They should at least allow the
poor bull to relieve himself in
a private facility!”

No more! She’s glued to ev-
ery episode of the PBRA
televison episodes each week.

She is so enraptured, she told
me during the Saturday feature
of bulls versus idiots, “ I wish
I'had been a man... I bet I could
have ridden him!”

Reckon it’s the water or medi-
cine she’s taking?

From our e-mail:
“ Business Update”
If you had bought $1000 worth

of Nortel stock a year ago, it

would now be worth $49.

With Enron, you would have
$16.50 of the original $1000.

With Worldcom, you would
have less than $5 left.

If you had bought $1000 worth
of Budweiser ( the beer, not the
stock) one year ago, you would
have drank all the beer, then
turned in the cans for ten cents
each, and you would have
$214. Based on this, my current
investment advice is, drink up,
and recycle.

What An Upper! When the fantastic
news began unfolding about nine coal
miners being trapped in a flooded
Pennsylvania mine, I told Bride I was
sadly afraid they were all gone. What
an incredible triumph of men above
ground, and especially, the nine men
underground! A perfect example of
don’t ever give up!As I watched the
drama unfold those 70 some odd
hours, I kept hearing the Pennsylva-
nia Governor, even media reporters
mention the G Word. If God didn’t
have a mighty hand in this, I'm con-
vinced it would be a nine man
tragedy.] wonder how that Appeals
Court in California would look at it.

* Help Wanted *

Convenience Store
needs Full Time,
Part Time help.
Please apply
at UNCLE’S store
forapplications

* FOR SALE *
Car Wash, $60,000

Commercial
Building w/$800
Month Rental
Income, $67,000
121’ x 125’ Lot
1000 Blk. Ave. B
Plains, TX
6 Irrigated
Farms With
Strong Water
65A on Hwy 214
Across from housing.
$36,400.00

Qe
806-894-4386

DATE
Today
Thursday
Friday

WEATHER

Partly cloudy

Mostly sunny

Partly cloudy; Few TS

WIND

SE 10-20 mph
SE 10-20 mph
SE 10-20 mph

TEMP (°F)
94/67
95/65
94/69

RAIN (inches)
Nil

Nil

<0.01

Notice Of Receipt And Intent To Obtain A Voluntary Emission Reduction
(VERP) Air Permit
Air Quality Permit No. 49009

has applied to the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) for issuance of a
Voluntary Emission Reduction Permit, Air Quality Permit No. 49099, which would authorize changes to
the existing operation of the Plains Compressor Station in order to obtain emission reductions. The
Applicant has provided the following directions to the site; from the intersection of FM 214 and County
Road 390, head four miles east on FM 214, turn north on County Road 355 and travel approximately one
half mile, facility is on the right side of County Road 355, Denver City, Yoakum County, Texas. The
following air contaminants will be evaluated for authorization: nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide,
organic compounds, sulfur dioxide, and particulate matter. This permit will not authorize new

| construction or an increase in emissions.

This application was submitted to the TNRCC on August 31, 2001. The application is available for
viewing and copying at the TNRCC central office, the TNRCC Lubbock regional office, and the Yoakum
County Courthouse located at the intersection of US 82 and Cowboy Way, Plains, Yoakum County,
Texas. The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review in the Lubbock regional
office of the TNRCC.

The TNRCC executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will
conduct a technical review of the application.

PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC MEETING You may submit public comments or request a
public meeting or a notice and comment hearing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address
below. The TNRCC will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application.
The deadline to submit public comments is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. After the
deadline for public comments, the executive director will prepare a response to all relevant and material
or significant public comments.

“ The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or ask questions
about the application. A public meeting about the application will be held if the executive director
determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the application or if requested by a local
legislator. A public meeting is not a contested case hearing. Sy

After the final deadline for public comments following any public meeting or notice and
comment hearing, the executive director will consider the comments and prepare a response to all
relevant and material or significant public comments. If any comments are received, the response
to comments, along with the executive director’s action on the application, will be mailed to
everyone who submitted comments or is on the mailing list for this application.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A NOTICE AND COMMENT HEARING A person who may be affected
by the emission of air pollutants from the site may request a notice and comment hearing. The
TNRCC may grant a notice and comment hearing on this application of a written hearing request
if filed within 30 days after publication of this newspaper notice. The purpose of a notice and
comment hearing is to provide an opportunity to submit comments on the draft permit. If a notice and
comment hearing is granted, all individuals who submit written comments or a hearing request will
receive written notice of the hearing. This notice will identify the date, time, and location for the hear-
ing.. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are outside of the Commission’s
jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing
list to receive future public notices for this specific application mailed by the Office of the Chief Clerk
by sending a written request to the TNRCC Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

INFORMATION Written public comments or requests for a public meeting or requests for a notice
and comment hearing should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, TNRCC, P.O. Box
13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. For more information about this permit application or the permitting
process, please call the Office of Public Assistance, Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040. General information
regarding the TNRCC can be found at www.tnrec .state.tx.us.

Further information may also be obtained from El Paso Natural Gas Company at the address stated
above or by calling Ms. Naomi Cortez, Senior Environmental Engineer at (719) 520-4799.

HICKS

*Carpet *Heating *Air Conditioning
*Maytag Appliances
204 N. Main, Denver City.
806-592-3973 or 592-3930

7~

* Its hard to stop a TRANE”

J

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR

Massey Ferguson
Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders,
Lilliston Rolling
Cultivators, Lorenz
& Buffalo Cultivators,
Baker Disc & Switch
Plows, Spray Coupe, =
Wilmar Sprayer ?
Brownfield, Tx.
806-637-4569

| Grand Entry'

Ladies...
Fbope you
den’t forget
Cobibilera
fox the
Cld Settlera
Reunion!
Cupa
available
at the
Dairvy Queen

Western Wear

110 N. Main
Denver City, TX

BOOT & SHOE

REPAIR
06-592-8198
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RN/LVN WANTED
Yoakum County Hospital has an immediate opening for
a RN/LVN to work 12 hour shifts. We offer competitive
| wages with experience increases, vacation and sick leave,
free health insurance, and a retirement plan. Interested
individuals should contact Nancy Chamberlain or Joyce
Tedford, Yoakum County Hospital, 412 Mustang
Avenue, Denver City, Texas 79323, 806-592-2121.
Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

DANNY BELL
Office 456-3521 Home 456-6325
- Mobile 456-7517

APPLICATION EI Paso Natural Gas Company, P.O. Box 1087, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80944}


http://www.cfidrive.com
http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us

