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First Denim and Diamonds Gala

Proves To Be GGenuine Smash Hit

Formula for successful venture;
Have a good idea.... tell other
positive thinking, enthusiastic
people and seek their help....ask
them to find and convince oth-
ers to help promote the idea
don’t lose sight of your goal....
forget the word CAN’T.

Following the tremendously
successful first and now sure to
be annual Denim and Dia-
monds Ball on New Year
evening, a number of Yoakum
County Hospital Foundation
members told CCN the above
formula was essentially what
the Foundation followed in
planning and hosting the gala
event at the K&T Ranch head-
quarters.

With the help of many volun-
teer workers, the large, parti-
tioned ranch barn was trans-
formed into a layout for a lav-
ish dinner, beautifully deco-
rated dining area which also
served as the site for both a si-
lent and live fund raising auc-
tion, and when the tables and
chairs were re-arranged, a ball-
room for dancers.

Chair person Edith Kidd wel-
comed well over 200 guests to
the Gala, and recognized many
of the hard working volunteers
who donated time, labor and

\

money to the Foundation event.

Hospital spokesperson
Beverly Mills told CCN Mon-
day the precise amount of
money raised from ticket sales,
the sale of donated merchan-
dise and services, and the two
auction events, after deducting
all expenses, should be in ex-
cess of $20,000. Mills ex-
plained the money can only be

Redistricting flap could
affect candidate filing and
voter registartion deadlines

Employees in the County
Clerk and Tax offices are keep-
ing a nervous eye on the three
federal judge panel studying the
issue of congressional redis-
tricting plan rendered by three
sessions of the Texas Legisla-
ture. Depending on the panel’s
final decision on redistricting
plan 1374 C, voter registration
dates could be set back, as well
.as registration deadlines for
candidates in the upcoming
March Primary Election.

A copy of a directive from the
Texas Secretary of State office
points out the three judge panel
recently issued an order con-
taining the following;

“ At the hearing November 3,
2003, the parties asked this
court to ensure that during the
legally required examinations
of Plan 1347C.....preparations
for the March 2004 general pri-
mary elections... can proceed in
an orderly manner. This court
recognizes the redistrricting
Plan in place, 1151C, cannot be
suspended, and Plan 1374 C
‘cannot be implemented until
the Department of Justice pre-
clearance process is success-
fully concluded. This court can,
however, prevent delay of the

primary election caused by
simple failure to prepare for it..
* Under present law, the can-
didate filing period is from
December 3, 2003 to January
2, 2004. If Plan 1347C be-
comes legally enforcable be-
fore January 10, it would es-
tablish a supplemental January
11 to January 16 filing period.
This court cannot order mak-
ing Plan 1374C legally effec-
tive before it is legally enforce-
able. Candidates may therefore
file applications under present
law and the present Plan
1511C, and file again under the

new plan if and when it is de- -

termined to be
enforcable.”

The current period for coun-
ties to issue voter registration
certificates is November 15,
2003 to December 6, 2003. but
the court earlier ordered all
voter registrars to delay issu-
ing the voter registration cards
until January 11, 2004.

The two county offices which
register voters and conduct
elections are closely monitor-
ing the court’s deliberations
and waiting for further instruc-
tions from the Secretary of
State.

legally

used for the purchase of equip-
ment or supplies used by the
hospital in the care of patients.

The crowd clearly reflected
West Texans tastes. The ladies
dazzled with attire very appro-
priate for a New Year Eve party,
expensive dresses and exotic
hair arrangements. Most of the
men were a bit more casual - a
few suits, and lots of western

Corzine Seeks
Re-Election

I would like to announce my
candidacy for re-election to the
office of Sheriff of Yoakum
County. My commitment to
you, the citizens and voters of
Yoakum County, Denver City
and Plains, is to strive to con-
tinue to operate the Sheriff’s
Department to the best of my
ability for the benefit and wel-
fare of our citizens.

Your friendship, support and
input will continue to be very
important to me. Thank you for
your consideration. I remain at
your service. Respectfully,
Donald L. Corzine

District Court
forgery case

In the December 30 session of
District Court, Judge Kelly G.
Moore presiding, David Charles
Mendenhall pled guilty to forgery.
A two year state jail sentence was
suspended and probated three
years. He must pay a $1000 fine,
$271 court costs and $25 time pay-
ment fee. He must also pay $675
restitution to Myrl Slentz, and serve
120 hours community service. In-
vestigating officer was Chris
Ballard, Denver City Police. Crimi-
nal District Attorney Richard Clark
represented the state.

hats, jeans and boots.

Mingling among the
partygoers in the very crowded
main barn room one of the most
frequently heard comment was,
“ I’ll bet the K&T Ranch
people build a bigger barn next
year!”

If this years success story is a
valid indicator, that could be a
likely happening.
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Manager Dreyspring
departs LCEC, Wade
Roberts named to board

Michael A. Dreyspring, Gen-
eral Manager and Executive
Vice President of Lea County
Electric Cooperative, Inc., has
resigned his position after more
than 8 years service to the Co-
operative. Dreyspring has ac-
cepted a position as Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of CoServe
Electric Cooperative in
Corinth, Texas. The effective
date of his resignation is Janu-
ary 31, 2004.

*“ Mike has been instrumental
in helping the Cooperative ad-
vance in a number of important
areas.” said LCEC board president
Billy Royce Medlin. °

Mike Dreyspring

strategic planning and legisla-
tive advocacy to implementing
new technology and improving

member services, Mike has
helped Lea County Electric ef-
fectively meet the challenges of
a changing industry. We wish
him continued success in his
new position at Co Serve.”
Pending the results of a nation-
wide search to fill the top post,
the Co-op board has named
John Benard as Interim General
Manager.

The Cooperative also an-
nounced the resignation of
long-time board member Jack
McMillan, after 31 years ser-
vice to the Cooperative. A
Trustee since 1972, McMillan
represented Co-op members in

District 7 ( Gaines County ). He

Turn To Page 2,
¢ Resignations ’

New home going up for Credit Union

Anew, 1250 square foot office will be the home
of Yoakum County Credit Union sometime in
April, if weather permits construction work to
continue as planned. The project was contracted
by C & J Enterprises of Denver City, and con-
struction work started in November last year.
Some of the amenities of the new office include
a drive-in window on the West side,covered
parking spaces for employees, two 10’ by 14
Loan Officer spaces, a 10’ by 7’ reception area,
and a 24" by 19" Board Room. Manager Teddie
Know said the credit union board had originally
hoped to have the project completed in time to
celebrate the 55th anniversary of the organiza-
tion in February, but title difficulties slowed the

closing on the building site.

The new building is located immediately be-
hind the present site on Cowboy Way, on the
corner of 11th Street and Ferrell Avenue. Full
time employees are Ms. Knox, and Assistant
Manager Tina Snead. Credit Union Board of
Directors include Melvin Dearing, President,
Ruby Sellers, Vice-President,Tommie Brown,
Supervisory Chairman, Robert Canon, Secre-
tary, Kenneth Engle, Lisa Switzer and Lanny
Smith, Directors. To start the new year 2004,
the credit union had 958 members, and assets
totaling over $ 2.8 million, including more than
$ 2 million outstanding loans, and incredibly,
no delinquent accounts..

The annual membership supper will be held at

7 PM Friday, February 28 in the school cufeteria.
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Rick Dickson announces
_for Sheriff job

Happy New Year! My name is
Rick Dickson and I am pleased
to announce I will be running
for office to serve as your Sher-
iff. I have over 25 years of ex-
perience in Law Enforcement
in West Texas, the last eleven
of those in Yoakum County.

I am married to Nancy, the
daughter of the late Joe and
Mary Terrel. We have two
daughters, Dena Sautter of
Abilene, and Glinnis Fowler of
England. Nancy, Dena and
Glinnis all attended high
school in Denver City. I am an
Odessa native. There I attended
Permian High School and
Odessa College.

I began my career in law en-
forcement when I was 18 years
old. My Mom actually had to
buy my bullets for me at that
age. During my career I have
received training from the U.S.
Department of Justice, the

Texas Department of Public
Safety, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, The Texas
Narcotics Control Program and
many other local training
events. I have experience in all
forms of investigations, from
bicycle theft to homicides. I
have earned Distinguished Ser-
vice Awards from the National
Association of Chiefs of Police
and the D.E.A. I have provided
training to the U.S. Department
of Defense as well as for Po-
lice Officers in ten other states.
I currently hold an advanced
Peace Officer Certificate from
the State of Texas. Presently I
am employed with the Crimi-
nal District Attorney’s office,
assigned as the Commander of
the Llano Estacado Drug Task
Force. My background has pro-
vided me with expertise in ev-
ery facet of law enforcement. I
feel I am fully qualified to serve
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as your Sheriff.

As Sheriff, it would be my goal
to provide a proactive depart-
ment to the community. Depu-
ties should frequent our schools
and be familiar with the stu-
dents and teachers. I feel the
county should have 24 hour
patrols for the oil fields, farms
and homes - this is currently not
the case. All Sheriff’s office
employees should have a basic
knowledge of the Spanish lan-
guage.and be trained in mod-
ern investigative techniques.
With the economy of today, it
is imperative the department
use your tax dollars to their full-
est. In other words, the depart-
ment would give you, the tax
payer, a hard day’s work in re-
turn for your investment. I want
to work for YOU.

I will be running in the Demo-
cratic Party. I have several is-
sues I would enjoy discussing
with you in person between
now and election time.

Thank you for your support.

From Page 1,
¢ Resignations ’

and his wife Mona have oper-
ated a successful farming op-
eration near Higginbotham for
more than 50 years.

McMillan served as the
board’s secretary-treasurer
from 1978 until 1990 when he
was elected to the post of vice-
president, the position he held
until 2000.

*“ Jack did an outstanding job
of representing the members in
his district, and was a tireless
advocate for rural electrifica-
tion,” board president Medlin
said. His resignation was effec-
tive December 27, 2003.

The board appointed Wade
Roberts to fill McMillan’s un-
expired term of office which
ends April, 2004. Roberts is
Executive Vice President of the
Denver City branch of West
Texas National Bank. He will
stand for election by the Co-op
membership next April at the
Annual Meeting.

Hungry for a true Texas original? Tackle a DQ® Steak Finger Country
Basket? Crunch into four golden, juicy steak fingers served with thick Texas
Toast, crisp DQ® Fries and the best cream gravy you've ever tasted. It's
perfect for lunch, dinner, and even a snack for the big game!

TRY THE
BLIZZARD' OF

For the sweetest of treats made just how you like
it, dig into one of DQ"’s irresistible Blizzards."
Choose your favorite from Butterfinger; M&M's;

Oreo; or try DQ"’s new flavor of the month!

cause side effects

including
Inflammatory . Bowel

Disease

call us for professional insight.

an acne medication, has been prescribed mil-
lions of times, usually to teenagers, and may

suicide,
(Crohn's,
Ulcerative Colitis), Pseudotumor Cerebri, spine
deterioration, vision damage, liver damage,
Eancreatitis, immune system injuries (Lupus),

idney damage, birth defects and cardiovascu-
lar damage. Should you or a loved one
have a serious or permanent condition,

CAPPOLINO IS CERTIFIED AS ABOVE;OTHERS NOT CERTIFIED
BY THE TExas BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION.

That's What l Like
About Texas:

On sale January 2-23, 2004
Offer good ot porticipating DQ* restouronts.
® Reg. US. Pot, & TM Off. Am. 0.0. Corp.

® Reg. US. Pot. & TM O. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS

Lawyers with over 50 years combined
expertise and staff with over 90.

Ryan A, Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice
Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Craig W. Brown, PL.L.C.

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil
Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR Fl%(ST VISIT

Cameron,

1-800-460-0606

www.accutaneclaims.com

POSTAL JOB INFO FOR SALE?

CAUTION

You NEVER have to pay for information about federal or postal jobs.

If you see a job ‘guarantee’, contact the FTC. The Federal Trade
“Commission is America’s consumer protection agency.

www.ftc.gov/johscams
1-877-FIC-HELP

MULTI - PERIL

DANNY BELL

Office 456-3521

CROP & CROP HAIL
——

Uuncited States Senator
Gotin Coruyn

Greetings to my Fellow Texans.

As we gather together with fam-
ily and loved ones to observe the
holidays. we ought to pause a mo-
ment to recognize that these are criti-
cal times in our nation's history.
While we celebrate in comfort. we
should remember the braye men and
women of our Armed Forces. many
of them Texans. who are even today
laboring overseas to defend our lives
and our homeland against America’s
enemies.

Serving in good cause on the
field of battle, these men and women
are doing work that prevents them
from enjoying such well-deserved
comforts firsthand. While I wish it
could be otherwise. America cannot
spare them now. Yet I am sure that
all of us who are observing the tradi-
tions of the holidays here in Texas
are filled with gratitude and thank-
fulness for these brave men and
women, who are spreading the light
of freedom to a land too long impris-
oned in darkness.

I strongly believe that the true
spirit of the holidays is embodied in
the selfless commitment to help those
in need, to give hope to those who
despair, and to spread a just peace
throughout the world. We pray that
the brave men and women serving
this mission overseas will have cour-

age. be of good cheer. and return
safely and soon to the open arms of
home and family.

In times of great difficulty. it is
often a struggle to celebrate. In 1941,
Winston Churchill spent the holidays
visiting Washington D.C. Speaking’
at the lighting of the national tree on
Christmas Eve. he urged all Ameri-
cans to “cast aside. for this night at
least. the cares and dangers which
beset us.”

“Let the children have their night
of fun and laughter. let the gifts of
Father Christmas delight their play.
and let us grown-ups share to the full
in their unstinted pleasures.”
Churchill said. **Before we turn again
to the stern tasks and the formidable
years that lie before us —resolved that
by our sacrifice and daring these
same children shall not be robbed of
their inheritance or denied their right
to live in a free and decent world.™

Today as Americans we are all
joined together in pursuit of this ulti-
mate goal: We seek a free and decent
world — not just for ourselves. but for
all generations. Let us renew our
commitment to this noble end as we
gather together in the joy of fellow-
ship and celebration.

May God bless you and all your
loved ones in this holiday season.

for Tax Assessor ~ Collector

Prepared To
Work For You

Vote Match 9
Republican Primary

Political Ad Paid For By Jan Parrish, Plains, Texas

Home 456-6325

Mobile 456-7517

Think
Texas

by Agriculture Commissioner
SusaN COMBS

The New Year brings new resolutions,
and many well-intentioned folks make
promises to live healthier lifestyles,
whether it's by signing up for a new gym
membership or cutting back on fried
foods. These promises don’t have to be
just for adults: parents' may want to use
the New Year's resolutions as a time to
teach their children about healthy cating
and set examples that will last a lifetime.

Kids love to snack, and when it comes
to food they're all about *‘grab and go.”
Fresh produce that is cut, peeled and
rcady to eat make for an excellent after-
school snack and can easily be tossed into
brown bag lunches.

Orange wedges and apple slices are a
familiar snack, but parents should try to
incorporate a variety of produce into their
diets. Try red grapefruit wedges, baby
carrots, fresh strawberries, raw turnip
slices. bell pepper strips and broccoli
florets. Paired with a yogurt sauce or low-
fat ranch dip. fruits and vegetables are
cven more appealing,

Another way to turn kids on to fresh
produce is to get them involved in their
own food preparation; allow them to
make decisions about what the family
picks from the produce aisle and give
them a say in what ultimately goes into
their lunch boxes. This is a confidence-
booster and will teach children healthy
habits that they will carry with them over
the course of the new year — and over the

course of their life.

Thipk
- ' Texas

by Agxficﬁlture Commissioner
SusaN ComBs

Most Texans agree the Lone Star State
is one of the most breathtakingly scenic,
culturally diverse and historically captivating
places in the nation.

So it comes as no surprise that the state is
growing, with the population expected to
almost double from 2000 to 2050. But with
added people comes added strain on our
water. Statewide water demands arc on the
rise, and the estimated cost of meeting future
water needs through 2050 is $18 billion.

Unfortunately, development and drought
aren’t the only factors. Mexico continues to
fail to comply with the 1944 U.S.-Mexico
Water Treaty, which is causing even further
strain on our water supply. Since 2000, the
Texas Department of Agriculture has
spoken loud and clear on this. In November,
I addressed Mexican President Vicente Fox
in Austin at a policy meeting about
Mexico's 1.3 million-acre-foot water debt
to the United States.

Unfortunately, Fox did not provide any
reassurances that Mexico would make good
on its water debt even though northern
Mexico had experienced torrential rains a
month earlier. Instead, Fox said he would
have to gather morc information on the
water needs of northern Mexico:

Since 1992, Mexico has created a $7 bil-
lion economic loss in the Rio Grande Valley
due to noncompliance of the water treaty.

We at TDA will continue to speak out on
the issuc and work to hammer out solutions
for Texas farmers and ranchers: Working
together, we'll make sure Texas remaing
one ot the top states in the nation.
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Yoakum County Plains Clinic

Amir Memon, MD
and

‘Jo Lena Wall, PA - C

See us for your Weight-Loss and
Tobacco addiction problems

S HEALTH STEPS

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8 am.-Spm.

Will take walk-ins Appointments preferred
Please call 806-456-6365

NQTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
(AVISO DE ELECCION ESPECIAL)

Yomkum . s Texag

Yoakum

Notice is hereby given shat the polling places listed below wilk be open frots 790 s t¢: 7:00 p.m., Janvary 20, 2004, fer vatng ¢
spezin election 1o fill the vacancy ir the office of State Senator for District 3 > :

To the registered voters of the County of

\ Texas: }

(a los varanier registrados del Candado de

LOCATION(S OF POLLING PLACES

(CONSOLIDATED) FOR TEIS ELECTION ONLY
DIRECCION{ES) DE LAS CASILLAS LLECTORALES) :

Pracincts #101, #202, #3053 acd #406
will vote on Elaction Day st the Tax Qifice (Branch) at 122 ¥. Ath Streat, Demver Qicy, TX.

Pracincts #303 and #4048
will vote on Election Day at the Yoakum County Librery at $01 Avanue §, Plains, TX.

Barly vohing by personal sppearnnce will be conducted each weekday at. County Clark®s Uffice, Courthouse, Flains, X
e vaaclor'ndelaniada en persona se levara a cabo de lunes a viernesen: ) & Yoskwe County Tax Of flce, Denver {ity, X

- (locetinn} fitio)

EARLY VOTING INFORMATION

betwerr tie howrs of 8300 e and 3:00 pm beginning on Monday, Januaxy 5, 200

{Janey

fenine fax §1 00 delo marana y los TLOP defusarde emperndo ol ___Lunes, $ de Exexe de 2004
. i :
Priday, January 16, 2004 - Wtermivanic v VieAngs, 16 de Pnexp de 2004

(eate) fam}

azd ending on,

Applicatiang for baliot by ral shall be mailad to;
ihe solivinudas para buterar que ve vorgran addlantads por sorreo doburan swigsse a: )

Dsborah L. Ruoehing.
{Name of Early Vioting Clerk)
Nombre del Seereiario de a Votacion ddelanisda)

F.0. Box 309
{Address) Diveceson)

Platns
{0y} (Cientosd)

_2935%
(Zip Code} (2oms Postalj

Applications for bullois by mail st he recelved no (ater thar the tlose o f b iness o1
iLas soficituddes pava bolesas que s vorarax adelantada por corree deberan recibivse para o fu de las haras & segocio el

Jdannsry 13. 2004 /13 de Enexp e 2004

{dnie) (echay

jasund tainthe 31 dwyof | December .200’3;
Emijodansteds Y . . Ddedembia . 3003}

Cotton king
~ Texas leads the U.S. in cotton production, growing about 25 percent of the
! Cotton is grown on more than 5 million acres in virtually all
regions of the state, In 2002, about 44 percent of the Texas crop, worth
425.7 million, was exported outof the U.S. from Texas.

Leading states in value
of cotton exports,
fiscal 2002

g A
Tesas Agsicuirad Srady
X i ;

¢

fsaiturasl Stastaie:
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Megawatts in the Wind

Twenty years ago it was an
oddity to spot a field of sleek
windmills on a flat stretch of
West Texas plain. Today, the
‘wind farms’ of electricity gen-
erating turbines are as common
as cactus. :
Fossil fuels and nuclear power
are still the mainstays of the
Lone Star State, as much as 98
percent of Texas’ electricity
supply comes from those
sources. But the availability
and pollution free performance
of wind in Texas has made it
the most in demand form of re-
newable energy across the
state, according to the Texas
Comptroller’s State Energy
Conservation Office (SECO).
Despite high demand for wind
power, the existing transmis-
sion infrastructure can’t handle
the amount of power wind gen-
erates on any given day. The
Texas Public Utility Commis-
sion (PUC) and the Electric
Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT) say they are working
to bring delivery in line with
production.

Each year, Texas produces
more wind energy than any
state except California, accord-
ing to the American Wind En-
ergy Association (AWEA).
“Texas is currently second be-
hind in December of 1981,”
said Tom Gray, AWEA'’s direc-

tor of communications. “Cali-

fornia has about 1,832 mega-

watts (MW), Texas about 1,096
MW, but both are expected to
climb a little at the end of this
year.”

A megawatt, or one million
watts, can provide electricity
for about 300 homes over the
course of a year.

AWEA, a trade association
representing companies with
interests in wind power rang-
ing from turbine manufactures
to insurance companies, ex-
pects two new wind energy
projects to come online in
Texas by the end of 2003: the
160 MW Brazos Wind Ranch
south of Lubbock; and the 37.5
MW Sweetwater wind project.
The addition of nearly 200 MW
will bump the state’s produc-
tion by 20 percent, with plans
for even more wattage.
“About 2 percent of Austin’s
requirement in electricity is
coming from wind, with 86
megawatts of wind under con-
tract right now,” said Mark
Kapner of Austin Energy. “We
also have a third wind contract
with Cielo (Wind Power),
which yet to be built, and we’re
going to city council on Octo-

ber 2 to approve a fourth con-

tract. Cielo will add 40 mega-
watts, and the fourth is to be 93.
Those additional megawatts
will make our energy total a
little more than 4 percent from
wind.”

Kapner said renewable energy

Brazos Wind Ranch
{Borden and
Scurry (ountses}
1600 MW

{Pecos Cmiy); ;
160.0 MW

West lexas power

Texas ranks second only to California
in generating capacity with nearly
1,100 megawatts (MW} of wind

SCURCE: American Wind Energy Association.

electricity. The largest wind-
generating electricity facilities
in the Lone Star State are in
West Texas.

Where

2. blows
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the wind

More than 4,700 megawatts
of wind-generated electricity
L are produced across the U5,
Mare generation is coming
onling, especially in Texas,
which is already one of
the top five wind-power
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generating turbines are as
common as cactus.

praduding states.
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like wind power has become
important to consumers be-

cause it 1s cleaner to produce
than traditional, coal-fired elec-

tricity and, perhaps surpris-
ingly, customers will pay extra
for it.

“The customer is helping by
causing the electrical provider
to burn less (coal) to produce
electricity,” he said. “Why do
people do it? They want to see
us burn less and not put pollut-
ants into the air or the environ-
ment and are willing to pay
more up front to do it.”

Austin Energy purchases a
little less than 10 percent of the
state’s wind power output,
Kapner said.

Texas has the available wind
power and is working to har-
vest it. More new wind energy
generation, 951 MW, was in-
stalled in Texas in 2001 than in
any state in U.S. history, ac-
cording to AWEA. The Texas
Panhandle, South Plains region
and Davis Mountains area of-
fer the best wind in the state,
with consistent wind speeds of
at least 15 miles per hour at 50
feet above the ground, a com-
mon height for wind turbines,
according to SECO.

Kapner said the wind is in the
west but the need is further east.
“The market’s not West Texas,
it’s North and Central Texas,”
he said. “Can the energy get to
the market? That is the ques-

Hey High School Students!

Where will you be this summer?
You could be in Washington, D.C.,
~ Courtesy of
Lea County
Electric Cooperative, Inc.!

| LCEC will be sending two local high school stu-
dents on an all-expense-paid trip to join more
/ / than 1,400 high school students from 37
/ states in Washington, D.C. for the National
v Rural Electric Youth Tour, June 10-18, 2004.
This is the chance of a lifetime to tour our
nation’s capital, visit personally with legislative
leaders, and see where history has been made.
The Government-in-Action Youth Tour includes ¥
visits to the Smithsonian Institution, Arlington §

tion.”

Robby Abarca of the PUC said
the state’s existing transmission
lines are unable to accommo-
date the power generated by the
turbines in West Texas.

“If all the turbines are running,
it can create an overload,”
Abarca said.

To protect the transmission
lines, ERCOT can instruct the
owners of the turbines to cease
running then to guard against
overloading the lines and to
prevent large power outages, he
said.

ERCOT’s Ken Donohoo said
each day ERCOT determines
how much space is available on
the state’s power grid and
works from there.

“We know the (generating)
capacity of each wind farm,” he
said. “We look every day at
how much we can handle and
then pass the word along as to
how much the turbines can gen-
erate that day and they have to
stay within that number.”
Reaping energy from the wind

-is more complicated than just

putting a few spinning blades
in the sky, Repairing blown
transmission lines is expensive
and time consuming, Kapner
said. Turbines constantly pro-
duce energy that must be used
or it will be lost. Production is
a delicate balance.

“There’s more wind energy
production than can move

through the power lines when
the wind 1s strong.” he said.
“Some turbines have to be cur-

tailed in those times, and the

owners of the wind farms suf-
fer when they’re offline.”

Abarca said the transmission
problems can be overcome but
adds it will require some time
and creative thinking.

“Wind generators can be built
relatively quickly,” he said.
“The transmission lines take
much longer. Eventually, we’ll

catch up but 1t takes time to
evaluate different transmission
alternatives. What we do out in
West Texas (will) affect the rest
of the state in some way.”

He said one alternative is
building wind farms in areas
where there are existing trans-
mission lines to handle the load
of the generating facility, but
the trick to that is finding lines
and a location with wind suit-
able for electric generation.

List of local candidates for
March Primary now complete

The deadline for filing as a candidate for office in the March Primary
Election expired last Friday at 6 PM. The following is a list of County

ballots:

- Democrat and Republican candidates who will appear on the Primary

DEMOCRATS:
County Commissioner, Pct. 3:

Ty Earl Powell

Cody Flores
Rex Swann

County Sheriff;

Rick Dickson, Denmver City
County Chairman:

Billy Ray Moore, Denver City

Pct. 101 Chair;

Kathy Smiley, Denver City
Pct. 202 Chair;
Earlene Freeman, Denver City

Pct. 303 Chair;

Edith Tuggle, Plains

Pct. 404 Chair;

Helen Worsham, Plains

Pct. 406 Chair;

Sammy Bruce Greer, Denver City

REPUBLICANS:

County Commissioner Pct. [;
Woody Lindsey, Denver City

County Commissioner, Pct. 3;

Tim Willis

County Sheriff;

Don Corzine. Denver City
County Chairman:

Steve Slentz, Denver City

Pct. 101 Chair;

Dalphene Benson, Denver City

Pct. 202;

Donna Givens, Denver City
Pct. 303 Chair ;

Charlotte Palmer, Plains
Pct. 404 Chair;

Martha Palmer, Plains

Pct 305 Chair;

Flor Quinttanilla, Denver City
Pct. 406 Chair;

David Bruton, Denver City
Tax Assessor/Collector:;
Karen Bearden, Plains

Jan Parrish, Plains

Elfida Winkler, Denver City

ATTENTION

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND

COLLEGE STUDENTS!

Lea County Electric Education Foundation is currently accepting
applications for scholarships to be awarded for
the Fall 2004 semester. The Scholarships are
renewable up to 8 consecutive semesters, for
a total of $4,000.00!

Eligibility criteria are as follows:

Available only to active members
(and immediate family) recelvmg ;
R service from LCEC.

Applicant must maintain a 2.50 GPA on a 4.00 scale and be con-
sidered a full-time student.

Applicant must submit two letters of reference (see application for

Cemetery, the Federal Bureau of |
Investigation, the Bureau of Engraving and |
Printing, Mount Vernon, all the National !
Monuments and more!

For more information contact Allan Brown at the
Cooperative’s Lovington office at 396-3631 or (800) 510-5232.
You can now apply on line at
www.leacountyelectric.coop! Applications are also available at your
high school or any LCEC office.

Applications due by February 13, 2004.
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National important details) and demonstrate a coherent degree plan.

Applications must be received no later than February 13, 2004,

For more information contact Allan Brown at the Cooperative’s
Lovington office at 396-3631 or (800) 510-5232. You can now apply
on line at www.leacountyelectric.coop! Applications are also avail-
able at your h|gh school or any LCEC office.

*II
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Visitors at the Center this past
week on Wednesday to share
our Christmas lunch included
Kenny and Wanda Smith, and
Sandra Ford who is a daughter
of Zelma Boone. Some of the
family members joining Layne
and Wanda Black on that day
were Rojean and Eugene
Therwanger and Sandra Holt.
Joyce Hicks, Pam Young, and
Ruby Isenberg came to share
our Christmas luncheon.
Wanda Moose, who hasn’t been
here for awhile, also came on
that day. On another day Rob-
ert, Donita, and Ryan Noah
joined us for lunch. Ione
Johnson’s sister and husband,
Howard and Teddi Carlson,
from Minnesota, joined her for
lunch one day and Ben Coston
hosted Iunch one day for his son
and grandson, Bailey and Asa
Coston. There were also nine
friends from Lovington who
came to play in the pool tour-
nament and have lunch with us.
Welcome to each of these
people.

Thursday was our monthly pot
luck evening. Twenty people
enjoyed an evening of listening
to the Chaparrals play their
music. Genevieve Gordy won
the ladies gift that evening
while Coy Black carried home
the one for the men.

We cannot say often enough
how much we appreciate our
staff. Although they were un-
aware of it, all of us enjoyed the
quiet Christmas music they
provided from their kitchen ste-
reo as they worked to serve our
luncheon. Each of them go out
of their way to recognize and
provide for the needs of those
who are in the dining room.
Again we say “Thank You” to
each of them. The Center was
closed on Thursday and Friday
this week to give them time to
spend with their families at this
holiday season.

For those who like solving
riddles, here’s one that came via
telephone to me this week. I
managed to have the one word
answer. How about you?
“What’s greater than God -
more evil than the devil - poor
people have it - rich people
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don’t need it - and if you eat it,
you die?”

We are sorry to lose Carl Green
and Therman Meyer from our
Center family. Our sympathy
goes to the families of these
men during this time.

June Hanneman and Ben
Coston were the lucky winners
of the domino tournament this
week. Next week on Tuesday
we will be playing Bingo after
lunch. Come join us.

It is good to see Carl and Ireta
Davis are back in this part of
the country and coming to the
Center whenever they can.
They plan to be here until mid
February, so we look forward
to their good company, espe-
cially on pool nights.

Are you aware of the mythol-
ogy of mistletoe? Besides
bringing the possibility of a kiss
if you wait under it, others be-
lieve it might cure cancer. Al-
though neither of these theories
are a proven fact, I hope you
didn’t miss an opportunity to
test it during this holiday sea-
son.

It’s that time of the year again
when we elect people to serve
on our Board of Directors to
replace those whose turn it is
to retire. We say a special
thanks to Faye Black, Bob
Thurston, and Bruce Greer for
their willingness to serve these
past six years. New ones who
have come on board for the nest
three years include Opal Rob-
erts, Nancy Chamberlain, Ken
White, Gail Ribble, Ty Powell,
and Ben Coston. At the end of
three years they will be given
the opportunity to continue in
their position for an additional
three years. They will be serv-
ing with current board mem-
bers, Pat Altman, June
Hanneman, Charlie Gillis, Jack
Sessions, Walter Gail, and
Royce Hemmeline. Royce will
continue to serve as Board
Chairman and June as Board
Secretary. Pat Altman will
serve as Vice Chairman this
year.

Thought for today: “War does
not determine who is right. War
determines who is left.” a Chi-
nese proverb

st BAPTST CHURCH

‘Connection’ Annual
Meeting Coming Up

The Annual Meeting to elect
Directors of Yoakum County
Connection will be held Thurs-
day, January 15, at the Connec-
tion Building in Denver City at
7:00 pm. Plains High School
Band ensembles will entertain,
under  the:" direction  of
Georgeanne Weisgerber. Bar-
bara Wright is in charge of re-
freshments and Lisa Brown and
Linda Powell are collecting
door prizes. Eight directors, in-
cluding current directors Ed
Hansen and Linda Harris, will
be elected. Retiring directors
include Debbie Rushing
Spears, Dennis Harrison, Pam
Burgess, Connie Webb, and
Tim Addison. Rushing and
Harrison have both served their
6 years limit. LeAnn Romines,
Elsa Moya and Hansen, as the
nominating committee, are
looking for willing citizens to
serve.

The Connection sponsored the
Denver City High School Art
Show in May under the direc-
tion of Romines. Janie Loya
Ramos organized and super-
vised our wonderful Summer
Youth Arts Program in the
month of June in both Denver

What about?.
I'll never forget Jamie.
He was a 15 year old
boy who was on proba-
tion, in lots of trouble
and came to live with Beth and I in
Dallas.

We soon found out that he was very
active in the Bloods, a violent gang in
Lufkin, Texas. He had done all kinds
of things that some of us have seen on
TV.

Jamie was a good looking kid. Tall,
blond headed and a great leader. He
could lead the kids any place he needed
or wanted them to go.

One day, he came to me and said, Mr.
J, do you think someone can go to
Heaven if they have killed someone.”
Boy, did that open up communication!
Some on the Bible, and some about life
in general and what he was talking
about.

You see; at 12 he had been given a pile
of pornography books, pot, and lots of
beer for his birthday. His friends were
over and this was his parents’ birthday
gift to him because they had a party to
2o to. Some family life, huh?

In the course of several months, he
shared about one of his ‘homey’s’ be-
ing shot and killed. He was to retaliate
by shooting a relative of someone in
another gang. So, he went to the door

City and Plains. Mid-America
Arts Alliance helped fund 568
participants enrolled in the 21
different FREE classes. Prize
money was donated to the Den-
ver City Chamber of Com-
merce for their July 4th celebra-
tion.

The eighth Annual Water-
melon Round-Up under
Jeannette Head’s capable lead-
ership was held August 30 on
the Plains Courthouse Square.
Music, booths, cars, roping and
games kept the gigantic crowd
busy. On October 15 and 16, in
conjunction with the public
schools and Texas Commission
on the Arts, Ham’s Marionettes
Production entertained children
in Denver City and Plains.

Make plans to attend the An-
nual Meeting and discuss 2004
goals for our group. Your input
and energy are desired and
needed. Yoakum County Con-
nection activities keep our
youngsters (and oldsters) par-
ticipating in the arts. To para-
phrase JFK, “Art can nourish
the roots of our culture.”
Yoakum County roots grow
strong with your willingness to
give, and give again.

of a home, ask ifthiswas ___~ s
house. When the man answered yes,
Jamie shot him.

Jamie ran so fast, he never knew, for
sure if the man was hit and injured or
killed. He never looked back.

Of course, he accepted Christ as his
savior, was baptized and later went
back home. I kept asking why he would
stay in the gang and he would always
reply, “Mr. J, I have to, they are my
only family!” His parents really
weren’t around unless they needed their
drugs sold...and he could do that well.
(Thus the reason for probation?)

The other day the phone rang and this
voice said, “Is this Mr. J from the Dal-
las area?” I stuttered, but said “yes.”

It was Jamie and he had tracked us
down. He was calling to say thanks for
believing in him. He is now grown, has
a wife and kids and works in the
Wichita Falls area. He seems to be do-
ing well and is out of the gangs. He
has his own web site to publish his
poetry.

You just never know whom your
touching and who is watching you.
Until Next Time!

Mark A. Jones
www.majonesfuneraldirectors.com.
email comments
markajones @door.net.

Li

LegalPharmacy.com

Your source for tegal online prescriptions

Phentermine,
Ambien,Tramadol & more.

$10 Off All Orders
Type Promo Code - "Discount"

www.legalpharmacy.com

Soma, Floricet

1-866-278-7082

Safe » Secure ¢ Discreet. F=r'siEEm

With all of the Christmas deco-
rations safely back in their
boxes in the attic or storeroom;
the candy and nuts diminishing
from sight; regular music in-
stead of carols playing on the
stereo; and a whole new set of
pounds safely packed in place;
it’s time to move on into the
new year. A statement in one of
our Christmas letters from a
dear friend of many years said,
“As the world scene grows
darker, the heavenly scene
grows brighter.” May 2004 be
good to you.

Red Berry gifted the Center
with a box of many paint
brushes for our painters in the
ceramic room. He stated that
some need cleaning and he of-
fered the services of his lovely
wife, Jean, if help is needed to
put them back in A-1 shape.
Thanks Red.

At the time of this writing,
Walter Holland remains in the
Lubbock hospital. News from
Ann indicates that she hopes to
have him home within a few
days.

Thursday was vacation time
again at the Center while every-
one recuperated from ringing in
the New Year.

Fifteen would be winners gath-
ered on Tuesday after lunch to
try their luck at Bingo. A good
time was had by all. Thanks to
Bruce Greer for being our
‘caller’ this week.

The Center looked a bit plain
on Tuesday after Pat Altman’s
helpers gathered all of the
Christmas decorations on a
table ready to be sorted and
packed away for another year.
When I left at 1:30 pm., Pat was
still busily working to put ev-
erything back in order. We all
appreciate Pat’s talent in this
area and her willingness to be
dependable when each holiday
rolls around.

While wrapping Christmas
balls in tissue paper in prepa-
ration for storing, Pat shared
that her family had enjoyed a
very special event during the

Christmas season. She de-
scribed a five generation re-
union with her mother, Mary
Lou Hamilton, who is ninety-
three now and resides at the
Memorial Health Care Center
in Seminole. Pat and her daugh-
ter, Jena, came from Plains
while Jena’s daughter, Amber,
came from Denver, Colorado,
with her three month old
daughter, Ally, to celebrate. A
photographer was on hand to
see that the festive time will
become a permanent memory
for all of them. Pat’s mother
was a member of our Center
family until she moved to
Seminole.

We were all delighted to have
Leo Daniel join our Monday
night pool and game time. He
came with his son and reported
that his wife is doing well at this
time. It’s good to have him
back.

It’s also great to see Paul
Sweitzer back at lunchtime.
They have moved their RV
back to Denver City and he will
continue his treatment from
here. Wanda joined the line
dance exercise group again this
week. We have missed these
folk as an active part of our
Center family and pray for
Paul’s complete recovery.

It’s all in how you look at it.
We’re told about this car dealer
who wants to buy a cow from a
farmer. The farmer had been
‘taken’ so many times by the
car dealer that he priced his cow
like this: Basic cow-$400.00;
four wheel drive-$780.00; two
tone extra-$90.00; produce
storage compartment-$120.00;
4 spigot assembly; dual horns-
$30.00; automatic fly swatter-
$70.00. The total price of the
cow was $1,970.00. I’ve not -
heard if he made that sale or -
not.

Thought for today: “The real
art of conversation is not to say
the right thing at the right time,
but also to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting
moment.”

New Program!

o1 . (ompany © 0/0 e Singles & Teams
¥ 800-CFI-ORIVE  www.cfidrive.com

0/0 Leasing Program

with purchase option

Now Hiring:

BEST

Just got

BETTER

Company Drivers earn

up o 45¢ per mile

Company Teame carn

up to 53¢ per mile

Owner Operatars earn

Sunday School
9:30 A.M.
Morning Worship
10:45 A.M.
Evening Program
6:00 P.M.

5& announces Industry
leadlng pay Inerangel up o 9% per mile

BOO-CFI-DRIVE www.didrive.gnm

Nelson Prescription
Pharmacy

*Carpet *Heating *Air Conditioning
*Maytag Appliances
204 N. Main, Denver City
806-592-3973 or 592-3930

"Your Business is Appreciated"!

Our Toll-IFree Number Is For Your
Conveniencee Call 1-800-658-9604

For all your Pharmacy Needs !

805 Tahoka Rd.

Brownfield, Tx * Its hard to stop a TRANE”



http://www.legalpharmacy.com
http://www.majonesfuneraldirectors.com
mailto:markajones@door.net
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From
The
Hachkh

To refer to the first annual
Denim and Diamonds Ball as
successful is akin to refering to
the Grand Canyon as a ditch. I
have been accused numerous
times of being a Doubting Tho-
mas type, and [ admit I thought
the Yoakum County Hospital
Foundation whingding New
Year’s Eve would attract a few
folks, but secretly wondered if
it would be a one time venture.
This type thinking again ex-
poses my abundant ignorance.
I attended. the Ball in a rather
novel way - I escorted a daugh-
ter. When she first strongly sug-
gested this arrangement I was
a bit reluctant, but as New Year
Eve drew closer, I realized just
about anything would be much
better than sitting alone watch-
ing something stupid on the
tube. And besides, she had
voluntered to be my designated
driver!

The Ball was held in the large
barn at the K & T Ranch just
out of Denver City. If you’re
thinking barn, like where there
are stalls for livestock and live-
stock stuff is half a foot deep
on the floor you’d be wrong.
The decorating was impressive,
and the smaller side of the di-
vided barn where the food was
displayed on table after table
was REALLY impressive.
Debbie and I found a table we
shared with friends, then got in
the food line. We started on the
side containing salad stuff and
what she called finger food, and
then moved to the other side
where the REAL GRUB was,
a bewildering array of terrific
looking and smelling delights.

We had just started down the
line when the lights went out!
Pitch darkness. Someone
yelled it might be a few min-
utes before the problem was
fixed, so I decided to grope my
way down the line. I very care-
fully eased along, my hand
wrapped in my napkin, feeling
the stuff in all the serving pans.
I believe I could learn Braille
fairly easily.... I filled my plate
over the brim, and when I

ROJO
ELECTRIC

Authorized
Square D
D

Dealer
456-7540

1,562 Ac. Farm
Approx. 10 miles
W. of Denver City

on Hwy. 83 for

sale or lease. Call
325-942-1227

Country Home For Sale
1450 US Hwy 82 West
3 Bdr, 2 3/4 bath, 2 car,
approx. 12.42 acres
Very nice, call for
appointment

Hunt Realty
112 N. Main
Denver City, TX 79323
Ph 806-592-3556
Fax: 806-592-8489

neared the and of the line and
the lights came on again, I dis-
covered I had made some ex-
cellent selections with my feely
fingers. I only made one mis-

~ take - in the darkness, I groped

around on something strange,
and thought, ‘ Boy, they’re re-

* ally splurging for this thing...
¢ this feels like a little minature

cow head, complete with horns,
stuffed with something’. I was
wrong - it was merely a stuffed
crab.

There were some truly won-
drous items available in both
the silent and live auction. I was
intrigued by something called
the Royal Treatment, courtesy
of the hospital. I quickly be-
came un-intrigued when I
learned the Royal Treatment
included all the free blood work
one could stand, a free night in
a luxurious hospital room, and
I’m sure one of those totally
hideous gowns was part of the

you know, the ones
making it totally impossible to
hide your bohunkus. A free
mamogram was included,
which did nothing for me, nor
did the ‘ Royal Flush’ - I am
quite certain I know what type
of Royal Throne you would be
perched upon as you were
‘ Royally Flushed’!

It really was a very nice
evening.

Courtesy the internet and a
helpful reader:

The next time you hear a poli-
tician use the word ‘billion’
casually, think whether or not
you want that politician spend-
ing your tax money. A billion
is a difficult number to compre-
hend, but one ad agency did a
good job of putting it into per-
spective in a release:

A billion seconds ago it was

1959

A billion minutes ago Jesus
was alive.

A billion hours ago our ances-
tors were living in the Stone
Age.

Abillion dollars ago was only
8 hours and 20 minutes at the
rate Washington spends it.

On a different subject:

The Democrats are complain-
ing how long the Iraq war is
taking, but it took far less time
to take Iraq than Janet Reno
took to take the Branch
Davidian complex. That was a
51 day operation.

TERRY
COUNTY

TRACTOR

Massey Ferguson
Kubota
Bush Hog Shredders,
Lilliston Rolling
Cultivators, Lorenz
& Buffalo Cultivators,
Baker Disc & Switch
Plows, Spray Coupe,
Wilmar Sprayer
Brownfield, Tx.
806-637-4569

RN/LVN for
7pm-7am shift.
Great benefits,
great working

environment.

Please call
Joyce Tedford
806-592-2121,
Yoakum County
Hospital, Denver

City, Texas

DIABETICS
| FREE ACCU-CHEK COMPACT METER

Self Contained Strips
Eliminates Need to Carry Suips

Supplies are Medicare and Insurance Covered
No Up Front Costs » No Paperwork

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

CALL THE ORIGINAL DIABETICS HOTLINE
1-800-785-3636

M IV OPS, INC.
Al Bacon

IS YOUR $200/MONTH OIL/GAS
ROYALTY WORTH = -
$10,000?

We Purchase Minerals & Royalties
Quick, Confidential Response

Just 22 miles from the geographical
center of Texas, you can hear the old
Santa Fe train whistle blow in the com-
munity of Brownwood and feel the
excitement coursing down the line as the
heart of the city's downtown beats again.
Once home to the largest military train-
ing center in Texas at Camp Bowie,
Brownwood has survived the booms and
busts of the cotton, oil and military
industries. Today, the community is lay-
ing new tracks for the future, earning a

(210) 930-5220
1-800-283-8029

WIAGRA®

Prescription Strength Alternative
Now Available Without Prescription
(30 tabs-blue 100mg $79.95)
Re1-888-527-0870 FREE

Mail Order: Send Check or M.O. to:
P.E. Laboratories
1025 SW 59th st.
OKC, OK. 73109

We Accopt

| [PHONEN [ DEBIT

CHECK || CARDS || ©©P
Order
Online:

It took less time to find
Saddam’s sons than it took Hi-
lary Clinton to find the Rose
Law Firm billing records.

It took less time for the 3rd
Infantry Division and the Ma-
rines to destroy the Medina
Republican Guard than it took
Ted Kennedy to call the police
after his car sunk at
Chappaquiddick.

It took less time to take Iraq
than it took to count the votes
in Florida.

Notice To All Persons
Having Claims Against The
Estate of Lena Almeda
Hickam, Deceased

Notice is now given that Let-
ters Testamentary for the Estate
of Lena Almeda Hickam were
issued on December 29, 2003,
in cause No. 1445, pending in
the County Court of Yoakum
County, Texas, to: Otha E.
Hamm.

The residence of such Execu-
tor and where claims may be
presented is as follows;

Otha E. Hamm
1703 E. Tate
Brownfield, Texas 79316
All persons having claims
against this Estate which is cur-
rently being administered are
required to present them within

four (4) months after the date’

of the receipt of this notice and
in the manner prescribed by law
or the claim will be barred if not
barred by the general statutes of
limitation.

Dated: December 29, 2003

Warren New

Warren New, Attorney for
the Estate

PO Box 670, Denver City,
Texas, 79323

Phone: 806-592-2129
Fax: 806-592-7733

2 Grand Entry\

Westein Wear

110 N. Main
Denver City, TX

BOOT & SHOE

REPAIR
_ 806-592-8198

WWW.rxsex

place as one of the five Texas Yes!
Hardworking Rural Community
Shining Stars.

During a yearlong planning process,
volunteers and city leaders in
Brownwood produced a living down-
town master plan that resulted in reno-
vations to more than 30 buildings.
Streetscape construction is now under-
way as well.

The revitalization of downtown is key
to growing business and tourism. With
the Santa Fe Depot restored and a trans-
portation museum on the drawing board

SHIPPING!

Vingrs is » registered
wndemark of Puzer Co

ill.com

s Yes)

Texas Department of Agriculture

The Heart of Downtown Beats Again

By Agriculture Commissioner

Susan Combs

(complete with a million dollar model
train collection donated by a local fami-
ly), Brownwood's heritage is the
lifeblood for its future.

The community’s hotel and motel tax
revenues have increased almost 12 per-
cent in the last two years, and 350 jobs
have been retained or creared.
Brownwood's year-round "Feels Like
Home" activities also include a bluegrass
festival, rodeo, quilting bee and fishing
tournaments.

Texas Yes! salutes the hardworking
town of Brownwood for its community
spirit and leadership. Texas Yes! is our
brand new initiative at the Texas
Department of Agriculture for rural
communities, businesses and organiza-
tions to promote rural Texas through
business development, job growth and
tourism. For more information on Texas
Yes! call (866) 4TEX-YES or visit

www. TexasYes.org.

Yoakum County Connection

P.O.Box 117

December 12, 2003 Plains, Texas 79355

Thanks for your continued support of the ARTS in Yoakum County with your donations
of time and money to Yoakum County Connection. We (YOU) sponsored the Denver City
High School Art Show in May under the direction of LeAnn Romines. Janie Loya Ramos
organized and supervised our wonderful Summer Youth Arts Program in the month of June
in both Denver City and Plains. Mid-America Arts Alliance helped fund 568 participants
enrolled in the 21 different FREE classes. Prize money was donated to the Denver City

Chamber of Commerce for their July 4 celebration.

The eighth Annual Watermelon Round-Up under Jeannette Head’s capable leadership was
held August 30 on the Plains Courthouse Square. Music, booths, cars, roping and games kept
the gigantic crowd busy. On October 15 and 16, in conjunction with the public schools and
Texas Commission on the Arts, Harm’s Marionettes Production entertained children in

Denver City and Plains.

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 15, 2004 at 7:00 PM at the
Connection Building in Denver City. Enteaagnment refreshments and door prizes will be
provided. Board members wlebe &lected and discussion én goals for our group will take
place. Your input and energy ate desired and needed. Please make phm to attend and keep
our youngsters (and oldsters) participating in the arts. To paraphrase JFK, “Art can nourish
the roots of our culture.” Yoakum C nty roots S grow strong thh our wxlhngness to give,

and give again. Our gratitude Gves

Please complete the form bélow and return it
Yoakum County Connection : BO Box 117, Plams, TX 79355

2004 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. /¥
Class 1 Annual Dues $25.00

Class 2 Annual Dues $50.00

2%
)

Class 3 Annual Dues $100.00

rship dues to:

{ndmdual or Non-Busmess Family
Business, Farm, Ranch with LESS than
5 full-time employees
Club, Organization, Business, Farm, Ranch

with MORE than $ full-time employees

Individual, Group, Business Name

Street Address or Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

Voting Representative

Suggestions for 2004 activities or changes from 2003

Above response can also be made in person at the January 15, 2004 Annual M’eeting
7:00 PM at Connection Building at Denver City, Texas 5

ollege

The numhber of Hrst-time students ap piymg to fem»year ;mbhc
umiversitias in Texas incrrased by more than 16,000 students
from 1998 1o 2001, accordingto tha Taxas Higher Bducation
Covrdinating Board, Universities
have kept up with thy
slamand, admitting
about the sams per-
certage of students

) ovir that spat.
\ it o ware accepted,

i tha 2001 sasmuner and
fall smmesters, Angrio Mate

{ RGER
admizsions. Fewer mm halt uf the §r§t*’ame, unéergrsduate
students who applied were sdmitted to the schook

The state’s Jargest pubilic unfvarsities were alse bursting at th
teaimis with applicants. Texas A&M University accaptad 693
percant of applicants, while Texas Tesh University adritted
73 4 percent and The University of Texas 3t Austin admitted
76.8 percent. Statewide, 94,058 studenss applied, and 83,59
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