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ON THE FLOOD

The blow that has fallen on
Ozona is mot only the worst in
her history, but is one of the worst
ever to befall a small West Texas
town. The scars will be with us
for time to come.

Some things have become clear
since Sunday night and Monday
morning, - things we knew but
maybe had forgotten. The first is
that its hard to find God in ma-
ture, when nature is on a tear.
What we saw by the gray dawn
Monday was raw elemental forces
cbeying impersona! laws of brute
force. There was no pity in it, only
terror and — for some — death.

Nature is no respector of per-
sons. Old and young alike, guilty
and innocent alike, good and bad
alike, lucky and unlucky alike,
were affected. We know not why or
wherefore.

But someone has said that the
stars are brightest on a dark night.
And human nature shows up best
in a tragedy. Many acts of hero-
ism and unselfish service will be
told in after years about this flood.
People risked their lives to save
others. People, moved with pity,
took strangers into their homes.
People shared their food and cloth-
ing and shelter with victims, some
of them people never seen before.

Yet another thing we have seen.
~—7¥t is-a gouod-thing to belong to a
civilized society with ideals of mer-
cy and love. In good times we get
tired of donating to causes, pay-
ing taxes, and carrying the normal
burdens of civilization. We even
have moments of wishing we could
revert to the elemental and be
savages azain.

But when nature hits like it hit
the other night, leaving some. of us
wounded and helpless, then we ap-

preciate the mercies of civilied so-'

ciety.
Within hours, some of our utili-
ties were restored, utilities we |

don’t miss until they fail. Within
hours aid came pouring in from
outside.

Within hours Ozona was on the
news wires of the nation. Ham
radio operators came in. Trucks
rolled in with food and clothing as
soon as the roads cleared. Local
pilots brought in serums and medi-
cal supplies for the sick.

A trained mortician was on hand
to handle bodies of the dead. A
well-staffed and equipped hospi-
tal was here to take care of the

(Continued on Last Paze)

Plane Crashes In
Flood Search; Army
Helicopter Damaged

A light plane crash and a heli-
copter crack-up, but fortunately

each without casunalties, were in-

direct results of Monday’s disas-
trous flood.

A Piper Cub plane piloted by
Tom Croke of Taft, Texas, crashed
about four miles south of Ozona
while aiding in the aerial search
of the flooded area in that vicini-
ty. Mr. Croke was brought to the
Crockett county hospital where his
injuries were described as not
serious. ;

One of two helicopters from
Fort Hood, flown to work in con-
junction with an 80-man unit biv-
ocuaced at the Ozona Methodist
Church while they aid in flood
relief work, was badly damaged
Tuesday morning in a landing mis-
hap..

Both copters had landed and one
was maneuvering to clear a traf-
fic lane. The pilot, Capt. Hardesty,
backed the plane a little too far
and the rotor blades struck an
electric light pole. The pole was
sheared off in a blink and the ro-
tor blades broken. The impact
threw the copter back on its tail,
damaging that section and then

settled down. The pilot Was un-|

hurt.

Big Hearts of West Texans Open To
Pour Money, Food and Clothing To Aid

Victims of Ozona’s Disastrous Flood

West Texas opened its big heart
to disaster paralyzed Ozona this
week and the combined services of
the many agencies, firms and in-
dividuals from the outside as well
as from among Ozona people them-
selves combined to produce a
mounting supply of food and cloth-
ing and money to bring relief to
500 or more victims of Monday’s
flood.

People in neighboring towns and
in this area have been magnificient
in sending aid to the flood strick-
en people here. Food and clothing
by the ton, home cooked foods
ready to serve, including cakes and
pies, baked hams, ete., plus cases
of canned foods and prepared foods
of all kinds arrived by truck, pick-
up and cars, from Big Lake, Son-
ora, Barnhart, McCamey, Sheffield,
Fort Stockton, Eldorado, San An-
gelo, Eden, Junction, Menard and
towns all over.

A heroic crew of Ozona people
some of them flood victims them-
selves, pitched in after an orga-
nization meeting Monday morning
and within a matter of hours hot
meals were available to refugees
and rescue workers under the lead-
ership of Chas. Butler, who strip-
ped supplies from his own cafe to
get the feeding under way. Mus-
tard Williams has been Butler’s
able ‘assistant chairman and doz-
ens of faithful and tireless work-
ers, both women and men have as-
sisted inthe preparation and ser-
ving of meals to 500 to 600 people
daily.

While Mzs R. A. Harrell, Red

Cross disaster chairman, was wat-
erbound at the ranch early Mon-
day, Supt. L. B. T. Sikes, Mr. and
Mrs. "Bill Cooper and Mrs. Chas:
Applewhite led ofr in recruiting
and assigning workers and gener-
ally assisting in getting the relief
work under way.
Red Cross workers, headed by
Jack Bassett from the area office
in St. Louis, Jim Hamilton, Red
Cross field representative, and
three other field representatives,
Ike Burnett, Gene Fitzsimmons and
Giles Boone, arrived Monday and
set up headquarters to assist in
the feeding, housing and clothing
distribution.

Red Cross funds, local and area
contributions, all are being made
available for the immediate relief
of suffering among flood victims,
and in addition applications are
already being taken at the Junjor
High School building from people
who lost homes or suffered dam-
aged homes, for rehabilitation
funds through the Red Cross re-
habilitation program.

‘“The Red Cross iz here to help
wherever it can”, one of the of-
ticials said, ‘“‘and all assistance
given by the Red Cross of what-
ever nature is given without cost
or obligation on the part of the
recipient.”

Under the Red Cross rehabili-
tation program, families who lost
their homes in the flood will get
assistance on- the basis of family
need in the restoration of those
homes. A simple form has been
prepared which will constitute ap-
plication for such assistance.

A huge load was taken off the
shoulders of the local workers
ir caring for and feeding the re-
fugees with arrival of an Army
unit from Fort Hood under Com-
mand of a Major Wilson. Eighty
men and some 25 army vehicles ar-
rived in the convoy Tuesday after-
noon. and the men went to work
immediately, M. P.’s on patrol, of-
ficers directing operations, and
men asigned to any job that needed
to be done, including cooks to
prepare the food and men to serve
it and to clean up and haul off
trash and refuse. The military pol-
icing has kept looting in the strick-
en area to a minimum. i

Genera! Biddle, commanding
officer at Fort Hood, paid a brief

Army Engineers
Study Johnson
Diversion Dam

Congressman Regan
Asks Survey After
Damage Check

With a view to a permanent
«batement of the threat of flood
disaster such as that which struck
Ozona early Monday morning, the
Corps of Army Engineers will send
a representative to Ozona some-
time today to make a preliminary
check looking toward the construc-

trol dam north of Ozona on John-
son draw.

The matter of a flood control
project by the Army Engineers
was. initiated by Congressman Ken
Regan of Midland, who visited O-
zona Tuesday and inspected flood
damage and talked with citizens
regarding local needs which the
government might supply.

Congressman Regan -called

s Washington Wednesday morning

to inquire as to possible use of
the President’s emergency funds
in rehabilitation work in addition
to communicatin with the Army
Engineers on the matter of a flood
control dam. An immediate call
from Washington to the Army
Engineers headquarters in Fort
Worth instructed that inquiry be
made into the matter. Mr. Regan
reported that Col. Trainer, head
of the Fort Worth office of the
Engineers,
telephone Wednesday afternoon
that he was sending an engineer
here Thursday in order that the
preliminary survey might be made
while the volume of run-off is
still visible and to look over the
area of a possible site

County Judge Houston Smith
has named a committee of citizens
to meet with the engineer. The
committee includes Wayne West,
W. R. Baggett and Boyd Clayton.

00o

Flood pictures taken by Rev.
Troy Hickman may be available
for next week’s Stockman. Strained
communication and transportation
facilities prevented their comple-
tion in time this week.

tion of a diversionary flood con-’

had' advised him by

Advisory Committee
Works With Red Cross
In Administering Fund

Ozona flood relief fund stood at
$18,000 Wednesday at the Ozona
National Bank and contributions
were being received from local and
area sources by Lowell Littleton,
chairman of the fund committee.
Biggest contribution so far was
$5,000 by the Ozona National bank,
$1,000 each from three San Angelo
banks and $2,500 from the Massie

| Foundation in San Angelo. In add-

ition to these, there have been a
number of donaticns large and
small from Ozona people and out-
siders.

Mr. Littleton was named chair-
man of a local advisory committee
which will be appointed to work
with the American Red Cross in
administering this fund and other
funds of the Red Cross in both
the: presenl emergency measures
and in the Red Cross rehabilita-
tion program, the rebuilding of
homes lost in the flood on the
basis of family need.

Red Cross officials here have
estlmated that total expendltures
in the rehabilitation program will
approximate $300,000 Funds now
being received by Mr. Littleton
at the bank will he used in meet-
ing local emergency needs as long
as such needs exist and in the
final rehabilitation program.

Application blanks are now a-

“|vailable for those suffering loss

to apply for Red Cross help in
rebuilding. This help is extended
on the basis of family need and
willynotibe an obligation incurred
by the individual or the communi-
ty, Red Cross officials explain.
—_— g0 —

330 Homes In Ozona

Destroyed Or Damaged

In Monday’s Flood

A total of 330 homes and 46
business houses were either to-
tally destroyed, suffered major
or minor damage in the Monday
morning flood which swooped
down Johnson draw to create the
worst disaster in Ozona history.

The count was made by a
group of local people assigned in
teams by the Red Cross to make
a block-by-block check of the
damaged area.

The surveyors reported 102
homes totally destroyed, 117 suf-
fering major damage and 111
minor damage. There were 4
business buildings totally des-
troyed, 23 suffered major dam-
age and 19 minor damage. Sixty-
six percent of the destroyed or
damaged homes were owner oc-
cupied, the surveyors reported.

OLD TIMERS ALWAYS SAID IT

Draw came down.

is. In 1921 it came down again.

harmless gully, dry most of the
time. It isn’t any different from
hundreds of draws 1n West Texas.
Except when it rains in a certain
place.

Miles above Ozona, on the div-
ides and mesas of ranchland, heavy'
rains had fallen for two days and
nights. Ponds were full. From
every hillside trickled little stream
iets, weaving like cnakes down-
ward and uniting as they rippled
over rock, flowing at last into
the big drains.

Sunday night Ozona people went
to sleep blanketed by intermittent
showers. Parts of town had al-
ready measured 6 and 7 inches of
rain. Gurley Draw was rising a
little by the time the churches dis-
missed their evening services.

Before going to bed about 11
c’clock, I glanced at the Gurley
Draw which flows a hundred yards
behind our house,. drainnig the
divide country northeast of Ozona.
it was running, but I had seen ‘it

WOULD —

The Draw Came Down — A Graphic Word Picture

Of The Greatest Disaster In Ozona’s History

Bv J. Troy Hickman
0Old settlers always said it would. Monday night it did. Johnson’s

It wasn’t the first time, but it was by all odds the worst. A little
before the county was organized, it flooded the site where the town now

But this time people were off guard. Johnson Draw is usually a

higher before. I noticed, however,
the sky was heavily overcast with
no breaks anywhere, and the rain
was falling more heavily.

We were awakened from a rather
ceep sleep about 12:30 a. m. Neigh-
bors across the street had turned
cn lights and were talking from
house to house. Outside, the porch-
light showed the water lapping at
cur front and back doorsteps.

‘We lifted a few things from the
floor to tables and beds, got the
family dog from where he had
been locked in the backyard store-
house, and left the house. The car
pushed water ahead of us as we
ieft, but the water was quiet and
had no current there. By the light
on a post near the roping arena I
could see the draw covering the
area -between the roping grand-
stand and a street behind our-
house. It was raining hard now.

As we were leaving, local offi-

(Continued on Page Three)

parently at an end, Ozona took
another uppercut from the ele-
ments when usually dry Johmson
Draw inundated more than half of
the town area in a flash flood ear-
ly Monday morning following two
days and two nights of steady rain,
and when the flood waters had
cérained away an estimated two and

a ‘half million dollars in damage

'was counted.

Already bank full from the heavy
rains locally and in its watershed
te the north, the draw spread
over an area from the intersection
of Highway 290 and 163 in mid-
section of town and from the West
Texas Utilities substation in the
north. end to the foot of the hill
on the west side of town when a
torrential rain fell during the ear-
ly morning hours. The flood
reached its crest at around 6 a. m.
and remained out of banks until
mid-afternoon.

thruogh the night watching the
rising waters no doubt saved many
llves by cruising through the po-
tential flood areas alerting resid-
ents. But the rapidly rising waters
caught most people by surprise

were reported and many heroic
rescues effected.

A simultaneously flood in Gurley
craw, the short draw which traver-
ses the southeast section of Ozona
and empties into Johnson draw
at the southwest edge of town,
pu)g water in some homes .in that
section of town and in the Latin-

{ American settlement south of it,
its waters quickly subsided.

but
and damage in its overflow area
was small in comparison with the
devastating waters which rolled
doWn Johnson.

_.One of the earliest reported
cleaths in the height of the flood
was the heart attack death of
George Russell, long-time Crockett
County and District Clerk, who
died around 6 a. m., apparently
from a heart attack while aiding
in the evacuation of members of

hisy family from their flooded
homes.
Mrs. S. L. Jeffers, whose two

children were lost in the water,
the body of one, Donna Weinnette,
11 months old, recovered and the
cther, Harold Eugene Price, 2
yvears old, missing and presumed
dead, died Tuesday afternoon at
the Crockett County Hospital from
exposure and complications. Mrs.
Jeffers was found by ranch em-
ployes at the Roy Miller ranch a-
bout 11 miles south of Ozona at
about 10’ o’clock. Monday night,
and brought to the hospital here.
The Jeffers came here from Dunde
Te:fcas.

Bodies of the three children
of :Mr. and Mrs. Francis Bidlack,
Janice, 3, Francis (Buck), 11, and
Gary, 11 months, have been re-
covered as was that of Mrs. Bid-
lack’s mother, Mrs. Hazel Mauney,
65, who was visiting here from
South Carolina. Mr. Bidlack said
that he held his 11-year-old son
for a short time and finally lost

from his grasp for the third time.

Mrs. M. T. Holley, 28, and her
14-months-old son, Harry T., were
lost from their trailer home. Mr.
Holley was hospitalized for treat-
ment for shock. .

Other identified victims of the
flood mclude Mrs R. C. Golden

Go]den Grove1 Martin, 78; Wllhs

Tate, 76, father of Mrs. Ivy May-

Many volunteers who were up.

and hundreds of narrow escapes.

him after the lad had been knocked |-
sons, George Russell, Jr., and Hugh

S IN DAMAGE FROMFLOOD
JOHNSON DRAW CUTS
PATH OF DESTRUCTION
THRU HEART OF OZONA

At least fifteen dead, an estimated 300 homes washed away or vir-
tally destroyed, hundreds of trailer houses, automobiles and trucks
destroyed or damaged, and hundreds of people homeless and depend-
ent on disaster agencies or neighbors for temporary shelter, food and
clothing—that was the tragic picture of ©zona in the wake of the
most disastrous flood in the town’s history early Monday morning.

Happy that four years of economically disastrous drouth was ap-

field of Ozona; Donna Clapp, 14,
and David Clapp, 3, children of
Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Clapp. The
Clapps were caught by surprise in
their trailer home near the draw.
Mr. Clapp took two of their child-
ren and Mrs. Clapp the other two.
Sandra Kay, 6, and Linda Diane,
9, were carried to safety by Mr.
Clapp but the other two were lost
when the current and floating de-
bris tore them from Mrs. Clapp’s
grasp.

The body of a Latin-American,
about 40 years old and identified
as Ruben Guiterrez of Del Rio,
was found Tuesday afternoon on
the Terrell County side of the
Pecos river about three miles be-
low the mouth of Live Oak Creek.
Guiterrez, whose wife and one
child were reported accompanying
kim, was thought to have been

(Continued on Page Flve)

Geo. Russell, Sr.,

Dies From Heart

Attack In Flood

.C_o.unliizy Clerk Here 28
Years Laid To Rest
In Services Wed.

Funeral services were held at
2 o’clock here Wednesday after-
noon from the Ozona Methodist
Church for George Russell, Sr., 57,
veteran Crockett Conuty clerk, who
died at about 6 o’clock Monday
morning at the height of the flood
while participating in rescue of
members of his family at the home
of his son, George Bussell, g

Death was apparently due to a
heart attack. Mr. Russell had been
in the water for some time attemp-
ting to move his car and had made
his way to shallow water after
failing in his attempt to get the
car. He and George, Jr,. then went
to the latter’s house a few blocks
down the street where the families
of both were staying.

Mr. Russell fell down in the
water near its edge but waded out
cnly to collapse in its edge. He
was ‘dead when lifted up by per-
sons nearby.

redident of ‘Ozona mgst of
his life, Mr. Russell had served
as county and district clerk for
14 consecutive terms and was a
candidate for re-election. He was

born in Utopia. He came to Ozona

with his parents at the age of

‘three and - attended high school

here before serving in World War
1. In' 1924 he married Miss Evelyn
Rutledge of Sonora.

In his youth, Mr. Russell WOlked
in the'oil fields in the Burkburn-
ett area for a time and worked in
a garage and drug Store here and
cn ranches. He served as a deputy
county clerk under Tom Nolen for
three years and later was elected
to the office which he has held
continuously since.

Surviving are the widow, two

Russell,: one daughter ,Mrs. Boo-
chie Coates of Colorado and his
mother Mrs. W. D. Russell.

He was a member of the Metho-
dist ‘Chmch the Odd Fellows and
the Masonic lodge. Pallbearers
were Boyd Clayton, Charles E.
Davidson, Jr., Kay Black, Hillery
Phillips, Wayne West dnd Jack .
Holt.
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Mother Goose In Texas
@ By Ray Wood

I met a little rattlesnake;

He ate so much jelly cake

It made his little belly ache.

Mother Goose went with the
early pioneers and their offspring
into the hills and valleys, the
river towns, the farmsteads and
ranches as they spread over the
country, and she found subjects for
child rhymes in endless variety.
Many of these rhymes are far
more amusing and interesting
than those adapted from the Clas-
sic Mother Goose. Almost every
critter known to the kinds of pio-
neer days became a subject for
child rhymes. Even the rattlesnake.

Along with the snaks, the bull-
frog, was a common subject for
catchy and fantastic ryhmes by
Pioneer children. Here is a sample.

Snake baked a hoe-cake,

Set the frog to mind it;

Frog feet to noddin’

And the lizard come and find
it.

Even the lowly June-bug (more
often “tumble-bug”, in America
vernacular) found his way into
child lore, and into folksong as
well :

Possum up a gum stump,

Coonie in the holler.

Wake, snake! June-bug.

. Stole a half a dollar.

Next Week: “Doodle Bugs”.

Variants of these or similar
rhymes will be recorded in the per-
imanent collection of Mother Goose
in Texas if sent to Ray Wood at
Raywood, Texas.

Copyright 1954, by Ray Wood.
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WOMEN WANTED —
Chance make money every week
mailing postecards. Work home
spare time Box 9 Watertown,

Mass. 12-2p

 RANCH

THEATRE

Friday and Saturday — July 2 & 3

JACK MAHONEY PEGGIE CASTLE in
“OVERLAND PACIFIS”

—_ Double Feature —

“JUNGLE BOOK”

" Sunday and Monday — July 4 & 5

ANTHONY QUINN, CHARLES COBURN, GENE EVANS and
PEGGIE CASTLE in

“TH ELONG WAIT”

Tues., Wed. and Thurs. —

July 6,7 & 8

L BARRY SULLIVAN and LUTHER ADLER in

| “THE MIAMI STORY”

TRIANGLE = v* ™

Friday and Saturday — July 2 & 3
LORETTA YOUNG and WILLIAMS HOLDEN in

“RACHEL AND THE STRANGER”

.~ Sun., Mon. and Tues. — July 4,5 & 6
GINGER ROGERS and FRED ASTAIRE IN
“TOP HAT”

As I went down to Silver Lake

Wednesday and Thursday — July 7 & 8
SHIRLEY TEMPLE and JEROME COURTLAND in

“KISS AND TELL”

Enjoy Delicious

Next to Popular DryGoods

MEXICAN FOODS
Home-Made Tamales - Enchiladas - Tacos
Nachos - Other Spanish Deligts

Served As You Like Them
American Dishes Too

Spanish Village Cafe
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Tony Flores

Ellenburger Test

Staked 12 Miles
North Of Ozona

Pan-Am to Drill On
West Estate; Stake
Noelke Outpost

Pan American Production Co. of
Houston has filed application to
drill an ' Ellenburger wildcat in
Crockett County, 12 miles north of
Ozona. It will be the No. 1 W. E.
West.

The project is slated for an 8,-
500 foot bottom, with rotary dril-
ling beginning when permit is re-
ceived.

Location, on a 2,239.8-acre lease
is 3,300 feet from the south and
660 feet from the east lines of
1-A-Runnels County ecsl.

The prospector is 13 miles

‘{southwest of Norsworthy No. 1

Mitcham, wildcat failure aband-
oned at 9,025 feet. The Ellenbur-
ger was topped. at 8,075 feet on
elevation of 2,578 feet.

It iz also eight miles northeast
of the Vaughn (Ellenburger) field
and 5% miles east of the shallow
Midway Land 1300 field.

OUTPOST STAKED

G. Stratton Jr. of Waco has filed
application to drill a 9-mile south-
southeast outpost to production in
the two-well Noelke, Northeast
(Queen sand gas) field, eight miles
east of Iraan.

Cable tool drilling to 3,000 feet
will begin at once. Elevation is |
2,794 feet.

Location, on a 400-acre lease, is
3,767 feet from the mnorth and

5,309.7 feet from the west lines
cf 3- Ar‘chel esl.
OIL FLOWS

Humble 0Oil & Refining Co. 1-H
Fee, Crockett County Ellenburger
prospect in 57-UV-GC&SF, 11
miles east and slightly south of
Ellenburger production in the
Todd field, 16 miles northwest of
Ozona, flowed 98 barrels of oil and

15.70 barrels of acid water in 24
hours. :

Production was through a ¥ inch
choke and perforations between

6,530-6,550 feet.

The project flowed 44.06 barrels
cf oil and 7.19 barrels of water
through a l%-inch choke in seven
hours. It then made 48.48 barrels
of oil and 13.67 barrels of water
through a 34inch choke in 11 hours.

Testing continued.

VAUGHN PROSPECT

Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 3 Nettie
Holt, Crockett County project 34-
mile northeast of the discovery
in the two-well Vaughn (Ellen-
burger) field of Crockett County,
swabbed 160 barrels of load oil
and 36 barrels of new oil in 14
hours.

The recovery was through perfo-
rations opposite the Ellenburger
between 7,670-7,720 feet. Pey sec-
tion had been acidized with 1,000

.| gallons.

Operator pulled tubing and ran
packer to 7,665 feet and was pre-
paring to swab.

Location is in 63-OP-GC&SF,
rine miles northwest of Ozona.

oOn

Grass Seed Planter
Added To Equipment
Of Soil Dist. Here

The Crockett Soil Conservation
Distriet recently received ship-
ment on a 3 row grass seed plan-
ter. The planter was special built
by a firm in San Angelo for use
in the Crockett Soil Conservation
District in connection with the
district’s pitting equinment.

The seed boxes are set on 25
inch centers, the same as the discs
on the pitting machines. The plan-
ter has two boxes for each outlet;
one for trashy seed such as blue-
stem and one for fine seed such
as blue panic. The two boxes can
be used separtely or simultaneous-
ly. The planter can be attached
behind the pitter and both opera-
tions performed at one time.

Studies by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service have shown that seve-
ral factors must be taken into
consideration if good results are
to be obtained from seeding bare
range land to native or introduced
grasses.

These factors are: Time of year
for planting, seed bed preparation,
and management following seed-
ing. If these factors are properly

considered then good results can

be obtained if sufficient moisture

is present.

The time of the year to plant
most of our warm season grasses
is in the early spring, from about
the first of March until May. If
grass ,is planted after May and
is gelmlnated the hot dry months
of July and August will usually
eliminate any stand that might
have been started. Early plant-
ings allow plants time to estab-
lish a sufficient root system to
withstand this usually dry period
in the summer. /

Some good results have been ob-
tained by fall planting. If a suffi-
cient stand can be obtained with
the fall growing season the grass
will go dormant in the winter and
have a head start in the spring.

Proper seed bed peparation is a
must, otherwise, the seeding is
usually unsuccessful. Methods of
seed bed preparation might include
pitting bare areas or disturbed a-
reas where cedar or mesquite has
been freshly dozed or cabled. In
the Trans-Pecos area brush chop-
ping affords a good seed bed.
these measures break the thin
surface crust and allow good aer-
iation and water penetration, both
essential in the germination of
grass seed.

The last item tbut not the least
is the.management of areas plan-
ted. Small seedlings make very

|lush and attractive feed for stock.
In order for the small plants to

build up a root system and get
established, so as to withstand the
vigors of grazing, they must have
at least one full growing season
rest. It is usually advisable to
plant as large an area as possible,
in one pature at a time. This al-

CODY

FUNERAL HOME
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Ambulance Service

“Serving Ozona, Barnhart
Sheffield and Juno”

FUNERAL INSURANCE
DAY OR NIGHT — Phone 35

Ken Cody—Owner
OZONA, TEXAS

lows for the necessary deferment
and cuts down the competition.

To get a stand of grass on old
cultivated areas the above rules
apply with this addition. It is best
to plant in the protection of some
kind of a grain stubble or in rows
to allow for cultivation to control
weeds, the first year.

Your local Soil Conservation Ser-
vice office will be glad to discuss
any local problems you might have
regarding the different grasses
and how to plant them.

000

480 Acres For Sale—Settling Es-
tate, prairie land, approximately
100 acres in cultivation. All under
5 and 6 wire fence, watered by
windmill and springs, good coat
of cow grass, fair improvement,
school bus and mail route, all
weather road, ten miles south
of Lampasas, Texas—Contact Ed-
gar Shelburn, Burnet, Texas.
Phone Burnet 238-4.

000
REMINGTON ADDING machines
at The Stockman office.-

WANT TO SET THE
STAGE FOR GLAMOR
AND ROMANCE?

DIAL FOR A
DEMONSTRATION

| — 5 EE

'THE DRIVING %gmul.l.
OF A LIFETIME S
JUST AS NEAR
YOUR PHONE!

ride . .

'rockeT"

YOUR

ENGINE 1

OLDSMOBILE DEALER

Avenue E and 9th Street

Ph‘one 172
US FOR

'"ROCKET"

Ninety-Eight 4-Door Sedan, A General Motors Valus:

OLDSMOBILE

Ring for a Ride

You’re busy. And perhaps you can’t find time to come to our showroom. But we
can come to you—and we will! All you have to do is pick up your telephone.
Give us a ring and we’ll give you a ride—in the car that’s smashing Oldsmobile’s
all-time sales records. And when you take the wheel of this ’54 “Rocket”,
you'll soon discover the reasons for the records. There’s a new view . . . a new
. and a new feel. But above all, there’s new action! For these new
“Rockets” offer performance that outstrips even Oldsmobile’s previous “Rocket”
Engine cars—and that’s' power! Ring for your ride in a “Rocket”. . . today!.

NORTHMOTOR CO.

Ozona, Texas

SPECIALS —SAFETY-TESTED USED“CARHQI!‘MW <
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The Draw Came Down—
By J. Troy Hickman
(Continued/from page one)

cers came by, warning and awak-
ening people along Gurley. Lights
were on everywhere. Nearly every-
one in our block was out by the
time we were.

Being sleepy and not thinking
clearly, or wanting to think much,
we left everything behind. I took
a camera and some film. We had
a wrap each. Two of us were in
pajamas.

As we drove-away 1 mused on
how silently the water had stolen
up around us. Like a snake. With-
«cut the neighbors’ noise, we should
have stayed on asleep. A siren
was souding, but its noise was al-
most snuffed out by the rain.

Having nowhere in particular to
g0, we drove downtown and parked
near where the Highway 290 cros-
ses Johnson’s Draw. It was run-
ning, but hardly enough yet to be
interesting. Townspeople we knew
drove by or stopped and chatted.

In a little while we drove back
near our house to check on the
water there. To our relief, it was
going down slowly. It had lapped

nearly to the top of the cement

porch, about the height of the
floor. I laid pebbles in the edge, so
I could tell which way it was mov-
ing. It dropped maybe a foot in
20 minutes.

We moved back into the house
We decided against going back to
bed just then. We made some cof-
fee and killed an hour. Then I took
the camera and went back down-
town. It was raining hard, big wet
drops, heavy ones.

Ozona’s generally quiet at night.
But now it ‘was full of ecars and
people. Lots of them we knew.
Others were tourists who had been
routed through here because other
roads were closed. I noticed one
car pulling a pretty big red boat.
The driver had pulied off to the
side of the street at the city park
square and gone to sleep. A good
many big trucks were lined up,
waiting for routes to iclear.

Highway 163, south to Comstock
had been closed since the day be-
fore. We heard that the bridge
over Live Oak Creek, near old Ft.
Lancaster, had been washed out.

By this time Highway 290 East
out of Ozona, where it crosses Gur-
ley Draw just out of town, was

under water. It was closed. Res-
cue work was going on to recover
a car stranded in trying to cross.

But Gurley Draw went down en-
ough to clear the bridge, and peo-
ple started crossing. It was, 1
guess, around 2:30 a. m. by this
time. A big truck crossing the
Gurley Bridge caved in the ap-
proach, isolating the west end of
the bridge.

Two cars of oil boys trying to
get to the morning shifts on their
rigs and finding draws impassable,
returned to town. Some left their
cars on the other side of Gurley
and waded across.

Every wrecker and crew in town
was now at work. High water along
Gurley had stranded some cars.
There was anxiety about the Mexi-
cans, many of who live very near
the edge of the draw.

We drove back uptown and took
another look at Johson Draw. It
bhad risen to where it was just un-
der the bridge. The waters were
tumbling along at a fearful rate.
The bed has been scooped out here.
It is steep and deep. No still edge-
water. Lighted by our flashlights
and car headlights, Johnson looked
cary. It roared, tumbled and froth-
ed. Still, it was well within main
channel.

The rain would slacken a little,
then start again. Skies were heavy
and solid. Small formations drifted
along northeastward, lightning
flashes we could occasionally see
Johnson getting wider.

Officers, firemen and other vo-
lunteers were working the town,
but mostly around Gurley. John-
son wasn't worrying us. I suppose
we all felt as I did, that Johnson
had probably done its worst and
would go down as Gurley had done.

Around 3:30 a. m., as I remember
it, Gurley rose again. Again we
evacuated and went downtown. We
left the house open and lights on.
We took nothing but what we had
on and my camera stuff. We even
left the dog to fend for hlmself in
the yard.

Around 4 o’clock—as tbe(st I re-
call—Johnson got out of its bank.
It had held "a pretty steady and
slow rise since midnight, but now
it was coming up fast. Businesses
along the edge were moving things
out.

The sky began to lighten around
4:40, and it was dim daylight or
what would have been daylight in
clear weather, by 5. What we saw
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by daylight was awesome. Johnson
had come up like a tidal wave. To-
ward the square, it was deep in
the streets. Looking across west-
ward, we could see houses go by,
crashing against each other. Trail-
er houses , cattle, trees, oil drums,
and other debris went by. Johnson
was rising, rain still poured.

Now we all knew the worst, but
it was too late. We could only hope
that people on the other side got
to high ground. The whole Valley
of Johnson Draw, containing half
of Ozona, was under water. A few
tops stuck up, until they moved
and disappeared, From the foot-
hills on the east side of the valley
to the high ground on the west
side, half a mile to three quarters
wide, there was nothing but mud-
dy water with a fearful current
and voice-quelling roar.

Out in the water near the other
side from us there was an explo-
sion. A cloud of black went up, fol-
lowed by red flame. By the half-
light of dawn we saw another
flame and more smoke. It was the
Casbeer house on fire. Both fires
were in swift current; no chance
to fight them.

Rain still fell, the draw rose
even more. We forgot about Gurley
Draw. We were fascinated and
dazed by the tragedy taking place
before us. >

People were calling for help
{from fenceposts and porches all
over town. Someone thought of
the tourist with the boat. It was
put into service. The Sierra, a
speedboat belonging to a trans-
ient, and a crew of 2 oil boys, took
to the water and brought in 12 or
more people. At least five of these
would probably have perished.

What an irony that the worst of
this happened while the day was
breaking! Now Johnson began to
retreat a little, but only a little
and slowly. p

Reports began to come in from
inundated places on the east side.
Homes swept away. Not even traces
of some. Some people rescued, some
unaccounted for. Still it rained.

Now the rain was slacking and
people were scurrying around
checking up. The bridge across
Johnson had long been under wat-
er and out of sight. No chance to
get to the other side. We feared
for the people over there.

What actually happened over on
the west side was worse than we
teared. A lot of people with homes

Please

drive safely

over the

in the draw’s valley hadlived there
for years. They had seen hard
rains and sudden rises. They knew
Johnson could come down but, like
their neighbors on the other side,
no one seemed to think that now
was the time.

Many oil families were asleep
in their trailers in 3 or 4 camps
at the very edge“of the draw’s
channel. Most of them slept on
until the water was too deep or
too swift to wade out.

A few trailer families awakened
and got out in time. Most did not.
They suffered heavy casualties.
One father who lost a part of his
tamily to the swirling waters said,
“We didn’t know anything about it
until the trailer next to ours
bumped into us.”

Many crawled up on top of tour-
ists courts, garages, and tall
trucks. Some survived. One build-
ing with a number of people on it
collapsed, and the children and
women were lost in the waters.

All Monday morning Ozona was
dazed, as one tragedy after anothen
came to light. As the waters fell,
we began to'see the property dam-
age. It was worse than we had
imagined.

Around noon new rescue work
began. Some waded to the west
side. One group of people who had
been atop a truck since 5 a. m.,
were taken off around noon. O-
thers in trees above Ozona, were
rescued in the early afternoon. The

up.

Around 8 o’clock a. m. local au-
thorities. began to work up a citi-
zen’s meeting for 10 o’clock at the
courthouse. Although rescue work
had been going on all night by
volunteers, now it was to be or-
ganized. A big crewd showed at
the courthouse. Some had lost their
own homes, others did not yet

their ‘homes were under water.
Committees on food, clothing, med-
ical care, housing, transportation
and information were set up. With-
in half an hour they were working.
Food stands sprang up on the
main strest. Public school facili-
ties were opened to refugees. A
soup kitchen was set up in the
gym.

A strange thing. There were
tired faces with eyes that had
peered all night into dark waters.
There were haggard faces. There
were no tears. Now and then you
could hear a joke made,

hospital and morgue began to fill’

know what had happened bgcause’

A rumor kept us uneasy. A big
rain had fallen upstream and an
8 foot rise was coming down. But
the people worked on, looking for
their dead, getting the living back
together, starting flooded cars,
carrying injured to aid. A group
of - Mexicans caught on this side
huddled in the post office. Many
negro citizens, whose homes were
very near the Johnson channel,
took refugee in the school gym.

It was early afternoon before
most of us knew what happened
on the west side. What we saw
saddened and dazed us. Whole
blocks were wiped out. Familiar
houses gone, with nothing but the
foundation slabs to mark the site.
Largest telephone posts twisted off
like splinters, a maze of tangled
wires everywhere. Half houses
standing out of place, their con-
tents spewed everywhere. Clothing
and bedding hanging on fences.
Heavy things like stoves, com-
modes, all over the now—uncov-
ered bed of Johnson Draw. Cars
askew in zvery position, some a-
gainst houses or light poles. Hous-
es jammed against each other,
brushed liked pasteboard.

An industrial seection in the val-
ley between the channel and an-
other low spot was wiped out.
It was caught between two flows.
Car motor blocks were hurled a
hundred yards below their former
sites. Out in the draw could be
seen the tops of cars and trucks, a
score or more, some battered. Pie-
ces of trailer house lodges against
broken trees and ruined homes.

The atmosphere was heavy with
sadness and with awe. Here was
death and destruction, fresh and
raw. Some of us, by the mysterious
machinations of Providence, had
survived. Friends and neighbors
had not. We knew not why or
wherefore. We still don’t.

The dark wet terror had been no
respector of persons, for young
and old alike, had been spared or
taken.

As this is written, our senses
are coming back. The army and
Red Cross are here to help us.
The town is full of patrolmen and
officers from far and wide. Gro-
ceries, food, and medical supplies
are showing up. Things are get-
ting organized.

Bodies are being recovered near-
ly every hour from the draw be-
low us. They are laid out in the
local mortuary. Help has come to
the mortician from outside. The
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hospital is jammed with injured
and shocked. Many are prostrated
from grief—fathers who clutched
children uatil they were torn away,
then saw them sink. A mother
that was fished out of the water
after hours of wandering. Hus-
bands with lost wives, wives with
lost husbands.

Emergency communications cen-
ters are functioning, answering
questions . from outside relatives,
sending messages of death or sur-
vival. Some radio hams are helping.
Volunteer workers are manning
the hospital staff.

Everyone is being as brave as
possible, as cheerful as possible.
People are magnificient in a trag-
edy like this.

We cannot help broading about
the why of it all. There is but one
answer. The town was caught nap-
ping. Those who lost most did not
realize what Johnson could do, or
how quick it could be done.

The loss has been heavy. Scars
will remain for years. But some-
how the same Force which sends
rain down draws has also put into
the hearts of people an unbelieve-
able vitality, will to live, come-
back power.

Under cloudy skies, under the
threat of another possible flood,
Ozona has begun to built back.
—o000—f—-—
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PICK UP THE 'PHONE,
y GIVEUS A CALL -
WEVE FZEALLY gST

urANE GAS % APPLIAI
‘ PLUMBING ¢ HEA

A e Al i

erations.

e e TR

Accurale and Complete

RANGH RECORDS

Are More Impoﬁant

Today Than Ever

Government regulations and heavy tax programs are destined to be a
part of the American way of doing business for a long time. For that reaseon,

it is more important today that every business seep accurate _r_ecofds_ of its op-

The ranch business is ne exception. With the stiff federal taxes, you will
want to take advantage ofevery saving item in your expense account and at the
same time have clear and convincing records available for inspection by tax

agents to prove up any item on your income tax return.

Start now to keep a.complete record covering all operations in your
business with the Stockman’'s RANCH RECORD BOOK. Your cancelled checks
or your present records can be transcribed to this handy record book, together
ﬁith your income and inventory records and you can have your entire record

in a simplified form contained in gne volume.

Easy To Keep - Complete Recqrd . ln'l Vblume

THE STDBKMAN
RANCH RECORD BBIIK
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Political C O' J W° : the Ozona Methodist Church. Bu-|Angelo. SINGER SEWING MACHINE
onoco ller MrSa ° Ho llson, rial will be in Cedar Hill Cemetery; Survivors include two daughters, SERVICE
Announcements with Cody Funeral Home in|pprs. John W. Young of Ozona and

The Stockman has been autho-
rized to announce the following as
candidates for offices as listed,
subject to action of the Democratic
primaries. Candidates are listed in
the order in which they were re-
ceived.

DISTRICT:

For Dist Atterney, 112th Dist.:
MARVIN BLACKBURN,
Kimble County
CONNELL ASHLEY
Pecos County

For District Judge, 112th Dist.:

ALVIS JOHNSON, Sutton Co.
JIM C. LANGDON, Upton Co.
ROY R. PRIEST, Upton Co.

Yor Congressman, 16th Dist.:
J. T. RUTHERFORD, Ector Co.

For State Representative 78th
Dist.:

JOE BURKETT
Kerr County (Re-election)

COUNTY:
For County Judge:

HOUSTON SMITH (Re-election)
TED M. WHITE #

For Sheriff, Tax Assessor and
Collettor:

V. 0. EARNEST (Re-election)
KAY BLACK
BEN ROBERTSON

For County & Dist. Clerk:

GEO. RUSSELL (Re-Election)
HUBERT BAKER

Fer County Attorney:

HOWARD M. LEMMONS
DIXON MAHON (Rg-e]ection)

For Counf.y Treasurer:

JIM DUDLEY, (Re-ecection
For Commissioner, Prec. 1:

BILL SEAHORN

WALPH JONES (Re-election)
FRANK JAMES

JAMES BAGGETT

For Commissioner, Prec. 2:

BUD COATES
PAUL GIBBS
BROCK JONES

L. D. KIRBY

W. T. (Bill) MILRLER
(Re-election)

CECIL LAXSON

For Commissioner, Prec. 3:

U. S. (RUSTY) SMITH
VIC MONTGOMERY
TOMMY NEWTON
ERNEST DUNLAP
GENE WILLIAMS

For Commissioner, Prec. 4:

JAKE YOUNG

ROGER DUDLEY, JR.
R. W. (FATS) PARKER
JOE COUCH

For Justice of the Peace, Prec 1:

W. M. (BILL) JOHNIGAN (Re-
election)

000

Adding machines af the Stockman

GOAT MILK

Nature’s Most Perfect Food
Vitamin, Mineral Enriched
Packaged in Sanitary, Disposa-
ble Paper Cartons.

'Dairy animals are T. B. and
Bangs tested. Officially tested
monthly by State Approved Milk}
Tester :
For Health, For Growth, For
Sleep Drink Goat’s Milk. Doc-
tors prescribe Goat’s Milk for
asthma, croup, infantile eczema,
for stomach disorders, and ul-
cers, but once you have had
good goat’s milk you will drink
it from preference.

WILLIAMS GROCERY
or Phone 304-W

|

\| 18 miles northeast of Ozona.

,|sident of the Board of Directors

In Elkhorn Good
For 849 Barrels

Ellenburger Pay Ex-
tended By New Pro-

ducer

The Elkhorn (Ellenburger) field
of Crockett County has been ex-
tended one location northwest and
southwest with completion of Con-
tinental Oil Co. No. 7-27 Universi-
ty for a caculated daily flowing
potential of 849 barrels of 39.6
gravity oil, no water, with gas-oil
ratio of 513-1.

_The potential was based on an
actual eight-hour flow through a
40-64-inch choke and perforations
between 7,380-390 feet in 5¥%-inch
casing cemented at 7,602 feet on
total depth of 7,603 feet. Top of
pay was picked at 7,378 feet on
derrick floor elevation of 2,677
feet. Pay section was acidized with
500 gallons.

Tubing pressure was 150 pounds,
with packer on casing.

This project was completed in
ithe Crioidal reef of the Strawn.
But® operator believes this reef is
a common reservior with the un-
derlying Elkhorn (Ellenburger)
field. Communications are thought
io exist between the two reserviors
through fractures which were de-
veloped subsequent to the deposi-
tion of the reef. The Crinoidal was
iopped at 7,370 feet and the El-
ienburger at 7,390 feet.

Discovery allowable and new
field designation will not be re-
quested.

Location is in 27-46-University,

— 000
Mrs. McMullan Named
Chairman of Gonzales
Foundation Drive

Gonzales, Texas — Mrs. Ashby
McMullan has again accepted the
Chairmanship of the Crockett
County Division of Gonzales Warm
Springs Foundation for Crippled
Children, according to a recent an-
nouncement by Ross Boothe, pre-

for this treatment center of Phy-
sical Medicine and Rehabilitation.

Mrs. McMullan, who lives in
Ozona, Texas, has taken an active
part in past civic and charitable
activities in Crockett County. She
will select prominent citizens form
this area to assist her in her ef-
forts on behalf of this non-pro-
fit, non-sectarian, charitable hos-
pital. The Crockett County Divi-
sion Committee of which Mrs. Mc-
Mullan is chairman is a part of a
state-wide network of volunteers,
contributing their time and talents
to aid in the maintenance and
expansion of the facilities of Gon-
zales Warm Springs Foundation.

Mrs. McMullan’s activities for
the Foundation are of great im-
portance, Boothe pointed out in
announcing the appointment. Be-
sides conducting an annual fund
raising campaign, the local com-
mittee will also provide a year
round program of education and
information, designed to keep the
people of this community advised
of what their contributions, are
providing for the physically handi-
capped youngsters of Texas.

000

Church of Christ

E. M. Steph, Minister
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY:
Bible Study — 10:00 a. m.
Communion — 10:50 a. m.
Preaching —11:00 a. m.
Young People’s Meeting 7 p.m.
Preaching — 8:00 p. m.
WEDNESDAY :
Ladies Bible Study, Junior 9:30
a. ‘'m.
Ladies Bible Study, Senior 10:00
%M.
Prayer Meeting — 8:00 p. m.
“Come thou with us and we will
do thee good”.—Num. 10:29

—~

AAAAAAAAA

WOOL - - -
RANCH

Ozona Wool & Mohair Co.

BEALL BARBEE, Owner and Manager
Phone.60

FUL - 0 - PEP FEEDS
A L R K e A S SR

- MOHAIR
SUPPLIES

Ozona’s Oldest
Citizen, Is Dead

101, She Lived From
Frontier Days To

Atomic Age

A life that spanned from the
frontier days in America, the days
of Indian fighting and the: Civil
War to the atomic age ended here
at 11 -o’clock Thursday morning
in the death of Mrs. J. H. Wilson,
101 years old, and Crockett coun-
ty’s oldest citizen.

Mrs. Wilson died quietly at the
residence of her daughter, Mrs.
John Young, where she made her
home for the past several years.
Despite her years, Mrs. Wilson had
enjoyed excellent health until the
time of her death.

Funeral services are set for 10:
20 a. m., Friday in the Ozona

{Church of Christ, with services

by minister E. M. Steph, assisted
by Rev. J. Troy Hickman, pastor of

charge. Pallbearers will be Max
Schneemann of Ozona, Bode Owens
of Barnhart, Bart Westfall of
Barnhart, Gordon Roach, Fletch
Holt and John Carr, all of Big
Lake.

Mrs. Wilsen was born in Cass
County, Missouri, August 18, 1852.
She moved with her family to Pilot
Point, Texas, when she was a
young girl. She was married to
the late J. H. Wilson when she
was 21 years of age. Mr. Wilson
died in the fall of 1916.

Mrs. Wilson often entertained
her friends with stories of Indian
raids in the Pilot Point area and
of the experiences in operating the
family farm after her father went
into the Confederate Army in the
Civil War.

The Wilsons moved first to Run-
rels county and later to the Big
Lake area where they went into
the ranhcing business. The house
the Wilsons built in 1902 on the
Big Lake ranch still stands. The
ranch is now being operated by a
grandson, Walter Young of San

THE AMERICAN WAY

THIS DIET
WILL HELP BRING
YOUR WEIGKT

A Diet Badly Needed

Mrs. Ned Friend of San Angelo;
seven grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren and nine great-great
grandchildren.

000—
Office Supplies—Stoekman office

If you are in need of service or
repairs on your Singer machine
or interested in a new Singer,
Phone 316-W or drop a postcard
to Box 424, Ozona Texas 12-4tp

000

If You Have

cal

R. A. (Dick)

Flood Damaged Office Machines

Wagner Office Equipment — San Angelo

e e e B R

1

WAGNER

Eleect j'|'
RUTHERFORD
T

CONGRESS

16th District

XXXXXX

X

» + « Designed by a former Government expert

A Simplified
BOOKKEEPING and
TAX RECORD

All in One Loose-Leaf Book
Special Books for...mercHA

RESTAURANTS  BEAUTY SHOPS and

one year er more, and

BUSINESS MEN, Attention/

The Easy and Inexpensive Way to Meet
Withholding and Income Tax Requirements

EVERY BUSINESS MUST KEEP BOOKS

Reguires No Bookkeeping Experienco [+ :

DRUGGISTS ¢« GROCERS o PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ¢ CAFES and

WATCHMAKERS '« HARDWARE STORES « GARAGES ¢ SERVICE STATIONS
- CLBANERS and DYERS « MANUFACTURERS and OTHER LINES OF BUSINESS

Prices: $2.00, $3.50, $5.00 and $7.50 complete, including sheets for

Zanidsesy

Actual Sizq 914 = 12% inches

NTS « FARMERS and RANCHERS

BARBER SHOPS ¢ JEWELERS and

income Tax Bulletin i

The Ozona Stockman
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To Ozona Flood Victims --

GAS APPLIANCES AT COST
To Replace Those Lost in The Flood

’

We have made arrangements to supply our customers in Ozona who
have lost their appliances - REFRIGERATORS, RANGES and WATER
HEATERS - with replacement units at our actual cost.

“We must necessarily limit this offer in time and if you have suffered
such loss we invite you to confer with us as soon as possible in order that
we can replace all losses on this basis.

EMPIRE
GAS

James Isbell, District Manager

0
C?Et' §8UTHERN
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E Dead —

(Continued from Page One)

washed off the Live Oak bridge
while crossing it in a car. The
bodies of the woman and child
have not been found. Live Oak
creek was on a tremendous rise as
the result of a nine-inch rain in
its watershed. Three sections of
the bridge were torn out by the
raging waters and through traf-
fie was routed over Highway 67 to
the north until a temporary cros-
sing could be constructed. It may
be several weeks before the bridge
can be repaired, Scotty Houston,
local Highway Department super-
intendent said.

Dazed by the immensity of the
tragedy, Ozonans who were for-
tunate enough to be on higher
ground did what could be done at
the height of the flood to rescue
victims and many were saved by
these heroic people. Fire added
to the horror as the M&M Cafe
on the west side of town went up
in flames after a butane tank
which had been floated out of the
ground exploded. A few minutes
later fire broke out and consumed
the home of Mrs. Tom Casheer,
both blazes beyond the reach of
fire fighters.

With the coming of murky day-
light, helpless watchers on the
east side of the draw saw houses,
trailers houses, automobiles and
Lousehold goods tossing and tumb-
ling down the current. Realization
that many lives were being lost
struck awe in the watchers.

Survivors of the flood on the
west side of the draw set up field
kitchens and available food from
homes was pooled to meet emer-
gency needs and people were pro-
vided with food until the flood
subsided and relief could be sent
across the draw or those in the
lood area could reach this side.

One of the many, many heroes
in the rescue work during the
flood was a passing tourist with a
big motor powered boat who res-
cued a mumber of persons from
the raging water. 'E. M. Steph,
Church of Christ minister, who
held his 2%-year-old granddaugh-
ter, Jeanie Seiber, above his head
while ‘the «¢hild’s" ‘mother = Mr.
Steph’s daughter, Mrs. K. G. Sei-
ber of Fort Worth, clung to a
fence. All were rescued by the mot-
or boat as were Mrs. J. P. Pogue
and son, Norris, and daughter

=Marpio,s o ke ’

Eleven persons, including a ne-
gro cook at the M&M Cafe, and
four megro children, employes of
the Ozona Oil Co. Cosden station
and of the cafe clung to a big
panel truck which Joe Tom David-

son drove away from the cafe and{

station in an effort to reach high-
er.ground on. the highway west.
The big truck was pushed down-
wtream by the current and battered
by a floating house and finally
lodged long enough for the eleven

U

persons to reach safety. Davidson
had started a big transport oil
truck and was rounding up em-
ployes in haste to escape the rising
waters. He went into the station
to hunt J. P. Pogue and returned
a few seconds later to find the
transport floating down the draw,
its engine still running and lights
still burning. The truck lodged
several hundred yards down the
stream.

Business buildings from the Cos-
den station to midtwon were
wrecked or ‘damaged by the flood
waters. Smashed were the Dairy
King, Hubbard’s garage, Spencer
Welding shop, Ivy Mayfield’s ware-
houses, the bhig quonset building
on the extreme western edge of
the business blocks, the new Hum-
kle Station operated by Leo Baw-

com, the Sutton Service Station,!

the Ted Lewis Texaco Station, the
Montgomery Grocery washed com-
pletely away as was a cage egg
house operated by Mike Couch.
The Couch grocery building and
tourists cabins were badly dam-
aged. :

Around sixty guests in the Sil-
ver Spur Ranch motel of Mr. and
Mrs. Sherman Taylor rode out the
flood on the rooftop. The raging

current broke through a glassed.

in lounging room in the center of
the north line of cabins to relieve
pressure, possibly saving the motel
from destruction.

On the east side of the draw, the
James Motor Co. was practically

in plateglass front and raced
through the building. Heavy motor
blocks in the garage were carried
hundred of yards downstream by
the force of the torrent. Flooded
were the Smith building on the
draw bank, .occupied by McCollum
Exploration Co., the Little Mex-
ico Cafe, Kyle Kleaners, Williams
Magnolia Station, the Home Gas
Co., Ranch Feed & Supply, Pride-
more & Allen’s Gulf station, and
Taliaferro garage. The record high
water reached the highway inter-
section to put water in the Miller
Firestone station, Hi-Way Cafe
and the next door Perner building,
sloshed in the back doors of the
postoffice, across the Foxworth-
Galbraith lumber yard and raced
down the main street south. A sec-
:tion of a house was lodged in front
icf the Gulf station.

‘Other businesses in the morth
end of town were hit—the Ozona
Laundry, Brownrigg Electric Shop,
the Hughes Grocery and cafe,
Moore 0Oil Co. station and the
Saunders Nursery. The water was
some four or five feet up on the
walls of the North Elementary
School.

Hurried disaster relief .head-
quarters in the early morning
hours were set up at the sheriff’s
office, directed by Sheriff V. O.
Earnest whose own home had been
completely washed away and a
nearby rent house smashed. Citizen

THE GIANT—AND THE PYGMIES!

Loans _ =
Overdrafts _
Banking House .

Capital Stock __
Undivided Profits _

Deposits _ 1

Furniture and Fixtures _. % 2
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas Stock _
C. C. C. Certificate of Interest i BN
United States Government and Other Bonds _
Cash and Due From Banks __

Surplus _ e

< Dividend Number 77 Payable July 2, 1954

OFFICERS

w W West,‘ President

STATEMENT OF PHE CONDITION

of

Ozona National Bank

OZONA, TEXAS

At the Close of Business June 30, 1954

&5

Resources

Liabilities

Roy Henderson, Vice President
Lowell Littleton, Active Viee Pres.
J. W. Howell, Cashier

Roy H. Thompson, Asst..Cashier
Geo. Russell, 'Jr., Asst. C:as:h;ier

- $1;359,530.24
3,977.62
18,500.00
16,000.00
6,000.00
51,000.00
- 2,451,246.02
1,459,293.84
5,365,547.72

$ 100,000.00
100,000.00
280,974.54

10,000.00
4,874,573.18
5,365,547.72

DIRECTORS

J. M. Baggett

P. L. Childress, Jr.
Boyd Clayton
Roy Henderson
Hillery Phillips
Massie West

W. W. West

la
courthouse and for the balance of |

given assignments for patrolling,
rescue and search, communication,
transportation and other chores.
The State Highway Patrol and
Rangers were aiding in the early
operations, later to be reinforced
by some fourteen units of High-
way Patrolmen, rendering an in-
valuable service in communica-
tions, watching for more flood
waters and patrolling the strick-
en area and aiding in the search
for victims.

A mid-morning citizens meet-
ings further organized the relief
operations and Ozonans rushed in
to set up centers for serving cof-
fee, and food to rescue workers and
flood victims. The high school
gymnasiums and churches were
opened to refugees.

Power and telephone lines were
ripped and for several hours early
Monday the only outside communi-
cation was a one-line long distance
telephone made possible by use of
an emergency unit. The West Tex-
as Utilities repair ecrews were sum-
moned and by mid afternoon had
power restored to all but the de-
vastated section of town. Broken
water and gas mains necessitated
cutting off these services for sev-
eral hours Monday, but service
was restored to all possible sec-
tions of town before the day’s
end.

Meawhile two San Angelo “ham”
radio operators Maurice (Tony)
Nixon and Jess Williams, set up
communication center in the

the day and night sent messages
to relatives and friends from Ozo-

oot b e A G
NOTICE OF

REWARD

I am offering

$500 Reward

for apprehension apd com-
viction of guilty narties to
every theft of livestock in
Crockett County — except
that no officer of Croekett
County may claim the re-
ward.

V. O. Earnest

Sheriff, Crockett County

o TO

8 - iy
gutted of cars, equipment and |volunteers, dazed but willing, nans telling of their losses or ad-
merchandise as the water smashed {sought jobs to be done and were vising that all was well.

1 Dick Henderson used his private
plane in a splended service
'throughout Monday, flying in ser-
ums and other medical supplies,
]ferrying rescued flood victims to
i the hospital and aid from the air in
the seach for persons stranded in
the flood waters. ;

The American Red Cross rushed
trained personnel and volunteers
from surrounding towns and aid-
ed relief headquarters in the Da-
vidson gymnasium and in the
girls’ gym in the high school. Food
was prepared under the direction
of Chas. Butler and served by
volunteer workers and Red Cross
personnel, with between 500 and
700 persons fed at each meal.

Salvation Army personnel, an
Air Froce patrol from Goodfellow
Field in San Angelo, units of the
National Guard, Navy and Marine
Reserve were rushed to aid in
policing, aiding refugees search-
ing for bodies.

A convoy of 80 men in about

25 vechicles, with relief equip-
ment, field kitchens, cots and bed-
ding and medical supplies arrived
late Tuesday afternoon from Fort
Hood and helped in the feeding
of refugees in cooperation with
the Red Cross.

- 000—

ROBT. MASSIE FURNITURE CO.

San Angelo, Texas Phone 6721
ROBT. MASSIE FUNERAL
: CHAPEL ®
Ambulance Service Day or Night

Phone 8121
San Angelo, Texas

2

OZONA LODGE NO. 747
A F. &AM

g
’0«9' Regular meeting on 1lst
" \ Monday of each month.

it has the Wa{f

ortable typewriter

MIRACLE TAB

Sets, clears tab stops from
keyboard level—found only
on the All New Remington.

THE ONLY OFFICE TYREWRIT

Students! Type your way to better grades with
the All New Remington Personal — the finest
portable made. It's a real value-packed beauty
— come i and try it
Carrying case ‘included.

ER IN PERSONAL SIZE

THE OZONA STOCKMAN

Enjo'y a SAFE and Comfortable FOURTH...

vacdtion at home
in the Cool, Cool Comfort of

“There’s a size
and a model

to fit your needs
and budget.’

Models Start
As Low As

$5095

Budget Terms

Let us make

a free survey /

of your
cooling needs
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—they give “Twice as Much Cool Air”

Why fight the heat and highway traffic for just a few
days vacation when you can vacation all summer long
at home in the cool, cool comfort of Paramount Air
Coolers? Yes, this summer vacation at home in the
round-the-clock comfort of Paramount Air Coolers.

... and Finger-Tip Control, too!

And now Paramount gives you “Finger-Tip” Control...
no gimmicks or gadgets. .. by just raising or lowering the
window ‘you can enjoy the full capacity of your cooler or
have just ‘a”gentle whisper of a cooling breeze. You select

the degree of air-flow you want.

West Texas Utilities |

Company
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Here and TFhere

(Continued from Page One)

sick.

Highway patrol and other law
officers came in numbers, protec-
" ting us from confusion and law-
lessness. The Red Cross came with
its tested ministry of mercy. The
different units from our armed
forces, fully equipped for any e-
mergency, rolled in to help us.

Even before these -came to our
aid, local committees under the
leadership .of county officials and
plain citizens, had begun their
work. No one went without food,
or clothing, or shelter, or medicine,
or comfort.

This has been one of the most
remarkable demonstrations of fun-
damental human compassion and
unity that most of us will ever
see. It restores our faith in our
kind.

But the big job is still ahead.
For after the dead are buried, the
hurt are healed, and the mud is
scraped from such houses, or frag-
ments of houses, as remain in
town, there will be a solemn busi-
ness of checking the property dam-
age. As time goes on, new loses
avill be discovered. It will be a
long and 'hearbbreak,ng job to re-
build, to replace, to start over a-
gain. For some have flost their
life accumulations. A great many
have lost homes. Businesses have
been hurt or destroyed.

But the same God who made
raw nature and her destructive
forces also put tough survival in
the souls of men.

We will rebuild. Some will build
on the old sites. However and
wherever we build, the job goes
on. For people can be bent, but

not all of them—not many of them |

—can be broken.

Ozona will never be the same
again, but we can only hope that
the Ozona that emerges finally
from the ruins of its old self will
be somehow a little better.

-000
NOTICE OF SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS)
COUNTY OF CROCKETT)

NOTICE is hereby given that on
the 13th day of July, A. D. 1954,
between the hours of 10 o’clock A.
M., and 4 o’clock P. M., at the
Court House door of Crockett
County by virtue of my authori-
{y as Commissioner, appointed by
the Commissioners Court on the
10th day of May, A. D. 1954, 1
will sell at public outery for cash
that certain tract of land situate,
lying and being in the County of
Crockett, Texas, and being a part
of Survey 1, Block OP, Certificate
4/1536, GC&SF RY Co, and being
out of the tract conveyed to Mrs.
Flla B. Dudley on Sept. 12, 1922,
which Deed . is  recorded in  the
Deed Records of Crockett Coun-
ty, Texas, in Vol. 24, page 332, re-
ference to which is here made for
all purposes, and is described as
follows :

Beginning at a point located as
follows: Beginning at the SW cor-
ner of the above described Dudley
tract;

Thence North' Oo 5° E 638 vrs
(passing the NE Corner of Ceme-
tery tract of land;)

Thence N 40 45 E 189.4 vrs to
point for the beginning point in
the tract hereby conveyed;

Thence N 40 55" E 125 feet to
point for NW Corner of this tract,
from which a “C” cut on fixed rk
brs N 11 E 19 ft. and another “C”
on fixed rock brs N 60° 10’ E 36
ft.;

Thence South 85° 5’ East 80 feet
to point for NE Corner of this
tract;

Thence S 40 55° W 125 feet to
point for SE Corner of this tract;

Thence North 850 5° W 80 feet
to -the place of beginning, same
being the SW Corner of the tract
hereby conveyed.

And I am further authorized by
¢aid Order to execute a Deed of
Conveyance on said above des-
cribed tract of land to the highest
bidder at said sale.

WITNESS my hand this the 10
day of May, A. D. 1954.

/s/ JAMES R. CHILDRESS
Commissioner
11-3c

000
For Rent—Two-bedroom furn-
ished house. T. L. Nelson home.
Phone 403 or 322. 11-2p

Big Heart —

(Continued From Page One)

visit here Wednesday to inspect
and check on the efficiency of the
unit assigned to relief work here
and Judge Houston Smith ex-
pressed the community’s gratitude
to him for the help the Army u-
nit is rendering.

Army, Air ‘Force, Naval and
Marine Reserve units were rushed
here from San Angelo Monday
and the State Highwdy Patrol
moved in 14 units to assist local

cfficers ‘in communications, re-
lief, patrol and law enforcement.
oQo

L. D. Kirby Named
OIIC Chairman Here

“Ozona oil marketer L. D. Kirby

has been appointed local chairman
of the Texas Oil Industry Informa-
tion Committee.
OIIC is the oil industry’s public
relations and service program
sponsored by the American Petro-
leum Institute.

West Texas Area OIIC Chair-
man Robert I. Dickey of Midland,
vicespresident of Forest Oil Co,,
announced Kirby”s appointment
today. Kirby is a distributor of
Humble Oil and Refining Co. pro-
ducts.

The objective of OIIC is to make
clear to the people of the United
States how well they are served
by the oil industry and to gain
support for conditions under which
they can continue to be privately
managed, fully competitive and
financially sound. :

000

Ray Piner, Jr., In
Training At Ft. Bliss

Fort Bliss, Texas — Pvt. Ray
Piner, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ray Piner of Ozona, recently
began eight weeks of Army basic
training in the Antiaircraft Art-
illery Replacement Training Cent-
er at Ft. Bliss, Texas.

He will spend his first eight
weeks of basic military training
on fundamental subjects such as
rifle, machine gun, and bazooka
markmanship, and familiarization
with Army technical subjects. This
first phase of training is climaxed
with a one week maneuver in the
field.

000

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Williams,
Jr., have returned from a vacation
trip to Florida.

If you are in meed of ;my kind
of HOME REPAIR Work, call Ted
Doggett, Phone 290. “44-tfc

OPTOMETRIST

Complete Opt1ca1

Service

24 YEARS IN SAN ANGFLO
Phone 5384 ,

FISHING IS FUN!

Espy Cabins

UPPER BUCHANAN LAKE
Tow, Texas
16 Miles From_ Llano

Air-Conditioning
Boats, Motors, Bait

Wompus and Ruth Espy
Phone Llano 4604

Building...or
remodeling?
GET

LENNOX

ALL SEASON
Hone-F4p°

AIR CONDITIONING

Ozona Butane Co.

Ozona, Texas

Wallis

Watch
& Jewelry
Repairing
Our Specialty

Ranch Theatre Bldg.

Jewelers»

Diamonds
Watches & Gifts
- Easy Credit

Term

Ozona, Texas

Little Stories About
The Big Flood

No accurate record was avail-
ble on the total rainfall-in Ozona
during the three days of rain
which produced Monday’s flood

here, but estimates were that 12
inches had fallen. The fall to Sun-
day afternoon was around 6 inches.
The record report received so far
of measured rainfall was a report-
ed 40 inches on the Marshall Mont-
gomery ranch. Welton Bunger near
Pandale had registered 30 inches
bvhen he lost count and it was still
raining. The Bud Kincaid ranch
1\\7:13 reported to have registered
22 inches and 14 inches fell at the
Wayne- West ranch.

A school bus loaded with fifty
volunteer workers {rom Mason
rolled into Ozona- early this morn-
ing ready to help Ozona in its
after-flood clean-up. A 'hundred
more were expected from San An-
gelo. These workers were being
pressed into srvice manning trucks
in the clean-up, in salvage work
along the lower reaches of the
draw and in helping stricken O-
zZonans.

To amuse children who were
forced from their homes in the
flooded area and concentrated in
nursery groups at Red Cross shel-
ter areas, a loudspeaker appeal
was broadcast for. funny books.
And the funny books did pile in.
Now a new appeal is being made
for toys to amuse the youngsters
and for kitchen utensils to fill
a need in the food preparation.

Ozona’s utility companies, the
West Texas Utilities, the Crock-
ett Water Contro! District, the
Empire Southern Gas Co. and the
General Telephone Co. are to be
commended for the fine work
that was done in restoring services
to as much of the town area as pos-
sible in the short time in which
it was accomplished. Line crews
were summoned by the telephone
and electric companies before the
waters had begun to recede and
local crews of the water and gas

companies were on the job shut-
ting off mains and getting service
to unaffected areas and making
rapid repair to extend the service.
The new stand-by electric unit on
the water works hill proved its
worth Monday morn%ng after the
electric power went off. Although
the city’s supply was mnearly
drained by breaking mains, the
the stand-by unit supplied power
to pump enough water to keep the
town from being without.

A stranger in Ozona who had
stopped for a bit of sleep in his
car, to which was attached a trail-
er and a 125-horsepower motor
boat, was instrumental in rescu-
ing 13 persons from the flood
waters before his propeller was
relled up from striking solid ob-
jects in the water. He was Ray
Richardson, who was on his way
to California to work in an air-
plane factory. Scott Hickman and
one other rode with Richardson
and aided in pulling helpless vic-
tims from the water.

Empire Southern Gas Co. has
announced a worthwhile program
to replace for Ozona flood victims
the home appliances which they
lost in the flood at their actual
cost. Water heaters, ranges, refrig-
erators ete. will be included and
the company invites those who
wish to take advantage of the of-
fer to confer with them as soon as
convenient. .

The tremendous and sometimes
{reakish force of the flood waters
was something akin to freaks of
tornadoes. Automobiles were stood
on end against telephones poles
and trees and one was resting
against an unbroken window pane
in a home.

A refrigerator washed from one
of the damaged or destroyed home
in Ozona was found on the Wayne
West ranch 35 miles south of Ozo-
na.

Mrs. Joe Bussey had a set of
c¢ishes which were in a box all
wrapped and stored. Each individ-
nal piece of an eight-place ser-
vice was wrapped in paper. Af-

ter the flood, Mrs. Bussey found
her eight dinner plates neatly
stacked and unchipped, and not
a scrap of paper even between
them.

Ted Lewis was worrying during
the flood about a treasured family
Bible which was left in his home.
When the water had subsided, he
found the Bible undamaged on a
high shelf. The water had reached
to within a half inch of the Book.

R. L. Hatton, 83 years old, who
rode out the flood on the rooftop
of ‘his Ozona Tourist Courts, had
twelve pipes which he rotated in
spending his days in a rocker in
his living quarters. He lost eleven
of the pipes. The report did not
state whether he had the one in
his mouth or the water had spared
it to him.

Reports of tremendous damage |
to ranch property along Johnson
draw south of Ozona, on Howard
draw, the Pecos river and Live
Oak creek are trickling in. Wayne
West reports about 25 miles of
fence destroyed along with his
airplane and hanger at his ranch
35 miles south. The Howard Cox
ranch headquarters on Live Oak
was reported washed away, water
was in the ranch homes of Roger
Dudley, Walter Dudley and Roger

Dudley, Jr., and Bill Conklin and
Hugh Childress, Jr., across the
river. Livestock losses along all
the flooded streams in expected
to be heavy.

A group of Ozonans who were
up through the night watching
the rising water in Johnson draw
made a house-to-house run through
the more dangerous sections of the
city in an effort to alert sleeping
residents of the danger. Many of
these, they reported, were skep-
tical of the danger—never having
seen the draw get even nearstheir
homes. They couldn’t believe that
this was the time it would get
“from hill to hill,” as the old tim-
ers had predicted.

People in Big Lake learned that
sheets were needed in the Shelter
center here and Tuesday a pickup
load of sheets arrived. Five men
were in the group from Big Lake
and they spent the day at work in
relief centers.

| SHucpd 7 MEADOR

AUTOMOBILE - FIRE-

STATE FARM

_LIFE-LIABILITY.

)

Mr. Ranchman -

- Home Owner

HOUSE PAINTING

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE
SPRAY PAINTING PAPER HANGING

MY PRICE - - YOUR SAVING—
ASK ABOUT THE LATEST WALL MURALS

Work by the Hour or Contract - - Plenty of
local References

JOE “Signs”

RAMIREZ

Phone 415 — P. O. Box 145 — Old Fermin Aguirre Residence
South Elementary

Across Draw from

Fonn wms ON bmvss

o Fashion-tailored interior fabrics and trim.
«+» WHICH NO OTHER CAR IN FORD’S FIELD CAN MATCH! |

v

F.C.A. .

FOr@ wine on the
“@ea;’ oot
Come in and

get the score

Spencer

Motors**

OZOVA — TEXAS

FORD Only V-8 in its field FORD Only ford has : DRIVE CONVENTIDNAL OVERDRWE AUTOMATIC
new Ball-Joint Suspension
, o - o —— ' FOR 2 ; ;
CARC Outmoded Sixes only CARC o“—fcshu:;;e: kingpin 130-hp 3 YES YES YES
: - — 115-h.p. SIX YES YES YES
CARP Outmoded Sixes only CAR P Old-fashioned kingpin 2 e
type CARC YES NO NO
_ 15-hp. SIX | .
Forq s new Y_-block V-8 is Athe most modern This advanced new suspension makes all han- 125-h.p. SIX " - e
engine in the industry! And it's the only V-8 in dling easier . . . all riding smoother. The magic’s
the .Iow-pnee field! it has deep-b_lock, Jow- in the sealed Ball-Joints which replace old- CAR P YES YES NO
friction design for smooth, gas-saving “G0.” fashioned kingpins and hinge-like joints. 100-h.p. SIX
10-h.p. SIX o No YES
£
FORD WINS ON STVLING
MI‘A... Clean, crisp, trend-setting lines.
e A truly modern, long, low, sleek silh ouette.
o Smooth, graceful fender line.
e Low, subtly-curved, modern hoodline.
s FORD

wins on choice
« 28 models,
14 body styies!



