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Miss Miller Winner
of New Costume Suit

The speclal prize offered in last' Fruit Appears

week's issue of The Tribune was
awarded Saturday evening to Mirs/

Verna Miller of Texico, who was hlghi
in gross business secured and report-,
ed during the week ending at 9:00I
p. m., Friday, March 15th. ,

The two next-high Jcandldates.i
Mrs. B. Whitt of Muleshoe, and MTrs. |
Turner Paine of Oklahoma Lane, |
were given special un-announced
consolation prizes, due to the splen-
did results obtained during the week.

So far as the final outcome of the
campaign is concerned, the special
effort made by the candidates to win
the costume suit only tended tuv draw
the candidates closer together.

- The final outcome of the drive still
depends on what candidates do from
now until the close of the campaign

. . No candidate has such a lead
that he can afford to waste any time

wh‘uvﬂt‘
Any one of the

candidates who :

Safe As Yet

Farmers and local orchardists
said this week that as yet the
fruit crop appeared to be safe,
although they declined to make
further predictions and looked
forward to the usual Easter storm
period as the deciding factor.

While most fruit trees show a
well advanced bud, it is not be-
lieved that a freeze at this time

would materially damage the
prospects for a normal fruit
crop. Apricot trees, always the

first to put forth their blossoms,
are in full bloom.

St Misibng Raji
At Critical Period

Most of the wheat in the western
part of Parmer county and along

feels that he can take even a few.the eastern edge of Curry county is
hours “vacation” during the bal‘mc"lneeding rain, in the opinion of Jack

of the campaign may be

does so.

Conditions being what thev are,
just one subscription may spell the
difference betwe<n a candidate win-
ning the first or one of the lesser
prizes—just your subscription. If you
have not already done so, take out a
subscription with your favorite can-
didate at onpce. . . Your favorite can-
didate needs your subscription NOW
while it earms the most votes toward
a prize . . . If you have already tak-
en out a subscription, take advantage
of our special low campaign rates
of $1.00 per vear after the first year,
and advance your subscription stili
farther.

Consult a candidate, rnd if your
subscription has expired o1 is about
to do so, see that it is in advance
before the close of the campaign . .
A five-year subscription ncw costs
you only $5.00 Immediately after the
campaign, the same five-year sub-
scription will cost the subscriber
$7.50. ’

SUBSCRIBE TODAY WHIIE A
SUBSCRIPTION COSTS YOU LESS
THAN 2¢c PER WEEK.

High Winds Damage
County Wheat Fields

. Elxsal !

County Crop Insurance Supervisor
Clyde Magness stated this week that
a survey recently completed by his
office, revealed that a number of
wheat fields had been damaged by
the high winds of two weeks ago.

He said that six wheat insurance
policy holders of the county, includ-
ing three of the county committee-
men, had reported losses of 1009
from the ravages of the wnid. No ta-
bulations are kept by Mr. Magness'
records of the losses sustained by
other than insured crops, he explain-
ed. There are 45 policy-holders in
the county.

0o

Returning home from their vaca-
tion, a young couple in Bavaria
found that hornets nad built a nest

throwinz |punn, one of the largest wheat pro-
away his one chance to win if he!

ducers in this section.
Moisture is especially needed on

'the early wheat, in the opinion of

Mr. Dunn, who explains that just at
this time the wheat is going through
the “critical period” when the heads
are beginning to form and the next
two weeks will determine largely the
yields from the fields at harvest
time. It is his belief that the wheat
planted late last fall is not needing
moisture as badly as the flelds that
are farther advanced.
He said a good rain beiween now
and the first of April would be of
great benefit to the wheat fields of
this section, °

From the eastern side of Parmer
county, according to E. R. Spark-
man, the wheat is holding up well
with sufficient moisture to carry it

-‘on for several weeks. The east side

of the county received moisture
ffom the blizzard that nearly missed
the rest of the county last month.

-

PATRONS GETTING “JUICE”

Patrons of the Parmer Rural Elec-
trification line along Highway 86 are
now receiving electric energy from
the lines after several weeks delay.
The delay was occasioned by the
presence of a number of houses in
the Hub community situated directly
underneath high tension lines and
REA officials refused to energize the
iilnes until these houses had becn
removed.

Removal of the houses to a safe
distance was done with county funds,
which also removed the buildings
from the new route of Highway 86.

BEWLEYS HERE

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Bewley, who
formerly lived in the Lazbuddy sec-
tion, were visitors here last week
having been called back here by the
illness of their daughter, Mrs. Carl
Steinbock, who was confined in a
Clovis hospital. Mr. and Mrs. Bewley
are now located on a small irrigated
farm near Pueblo, Colo., where they

between their twin beds.

are well pleased.

AAA DEADLINES

COLLEGE STATION—No more
applications for agricultural con-

fI-H Livestock Winners Apno

unced

With between 1500 to 2000 people

Judge Hamlin Speaker 5 o

servation payments or for range
conservalion payments under the
1939 AAA program can be accep-
ted after May 31.

This deadline is final, according
to a ruling of the State Agricul-
tural Conservation Association
committee, which declared that
“no exceptions will be made.”

At the same time, the commit-
tee called attentiin to the follow-
ing closing dates:

March 1st, final date for filing
requests for reconstitution of
farms and for designating non-
general allotment farms.

May 1, deadline for filing ap-
plication to participate in the
1940 range and agricultural con-
servation programs.

County Gets Plot for
Highway Department

[
The Parmer county commissioners

court in a special meeting here Mon-
day, removed the last obstacle look-
ing forward to the erection of a large
warehouse at Bovina, that would be
used to house a maintenance crew of
eleven men and equipment to be
moved here from Dimmitt.

The commissioners acted on a pe-
tion signed by Bovina citizens, clos-
ing streets and entering into a con-
tract for the purchase of a half block
of land located on the southern out-
skirts of the town of Bovina.

Highway officials stated this week
that arrangements would be begun
immediately for the erection of a
permanent warehouse on the site,
and that the divisional force, now
located at Dimmitt, would be re-
moved to Bovina. They expressed the
belief that this would be accom-
plished during the next few months.

County Judge Le Thompson said
that the half block of land now
used by the Highway Department as
a parking lot, would revert back to
the county, and that it would likely
be sold to individuals as a means of
raising the money to pay for the
lately acquired site.

Texico_Park Board
Meets Monday Night

at 4-H Club Banquet

MANY APPLICANTS

Nelson C. Smith, secretary of the
Farwell school board, stated this
week that he had received a number
of applications for the position of
superintendent of the Farwell school,
following Supt. Leo Forrest's an-
nouncement that he would not he an
applicant to succeed himself this
year,

Mr. Smith said that the board
would meet on the first Monday
night in April to consider the appli-
cations of those seeking the position.
He gave it as his opinion that no
definite action would be taken by
the present board until after the
trustee election on Awpril 6th.

Deadline for %chool

I

Judge James D. Hamlin, of this
ic!ty. was the principal speaker at
the bangeut tendered last Friday

‘evening at the Congregational church

in Friona, honoring the members of |

|the 4-H clubs of the county at their
{annual junior livestock show.

| Contrasting conditions with those
|of sixty years ago, Judge Hamlin
said, “All the average boy of my
|boyhood days knew about farming
‘was what he learned from his father
fand his grandfather, but teday our
:boys and girls know the very ‘latest
|wrinkle' in scientific and academic
research."”

I “All of which,” he observed, “has
‘been made possible by organization
and taxation.”

ldown on the sixth annual Parmesr
jounty Junior Livestock Show in ¥ri-
ona, Saturday afternoon of last week_
i Aided and abetted by ideal weath—
|er, the show proved one of the besl-
handled and well-run to be held im
several years, due, in part, to the
(fact that this year entries were limi-
ted to junior boys, and facilities for
the show were not overcrowded.

Local officials who assisted witlhy
the show were well pleasea with the
|exhibits of animals at the meet, as
‘well as the crowds attending the ex-
‘position, according to statements is-
'sued here this week.
Exhibits Draw Attention

Probably one of the most interesg—
iing phases of the show to the womes_
|and to many of the men as well,
|were the two educational exhibits set
|up by the home demonstration clubs
land the Farm Security Administra—
It‘.ion.
Sl g (-

FSA exhibit ftatured “Farms

| Turning to a more serious trend |Security” by showing the various
iof thought, the speaker declared that fl'F-Quirements necessary for a com-

Trustees is March 27 |»o nation was great by virtue of its 'Plete “Live-at-Home” program on the

County Judge Lee Thompson, who
is also ex-officio county superintend-
ent of ovublic instruction, this week
called attention to the last date on
which applications for places on the
school trustee ballots could be made.

March 27 has been designated as
the deadline, this date coming ten
days prior to the holding of the
trustee elections over the county,
which falls on April 6th.

Judge Thompson said that patrons
of the school districts desiring to
place a candidate on the school bal-
lot could do so by filing a written
petition at his office, signed by at
least five patrons of the district.

So far, three petitions have been
filed, he said. These include two
from Lakeview and one from Far-
well. One of the Lakeview petitions
asks that Sanford Harper's name
appear on the ballot, while the other
requests that Dudley Robason be
listed. The Farwell petitioners ask
that the names of Olan Schleuter,
E. M. Deaton and W. H. Graham be
submitted.

I C—

TARWATER HERE

A. B. Tarwater of Plainview, pre-
cent member of the legislature, repre-
senting the 120th district, was in Far-
well on Tuesday, renewing his ac-
quaintance with the voters of this

The Texico Park Board met Mon-
day night at the city hall and repor-l
ted definite progress was being made
on the small park now under crea- |
tion in Texico.

park has been leveled off and the
trees that will form the outer boun- |

ENROLLED

the better positions on this

votes to date.
Mrs. B. Whitt, Muleshoe .
Verna Miller, Terico

Freida Acker, Farwell .

Candidates need every

Address
For (Name candidate)
Enclosed please find $

bune.
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SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

Again we find the candidates closely bunched for

of last week’s competition for the $12.75 Costume Su.it
merely tended to draw candidates closer together in

Bonnie Jean Paine, Oklahoma Lane

Mrs. W. D. Ebertine, Bovina
Mrs. C. L. Lillard, Friona

obtain. Just a few extra subscriptions may mean a fine
prize that the worker otherwise would fail to win.

Just your subscription . :
with the coupon below and the candidate will receive full
and proper credit for your subseription.

COUPON

bune. We (are) (are not) now subscribers to The Tri-

- WORKERS

week’s listing. The outcome

4,035,500
4,033,000
4,033,000
4,029,000
4,017,500
1,486,500

bit of support that they can

. . Mail in your subscription

for subscription to The Tri-

daries have been planted and are be-
ing watered from recently installed
water pipes over the site. The land-
Scape committee submitted plans for
beautifying the plot, which includes
tennis courts, open fire places and
'shrubbery, flowers, trees and grass.
It was recommended at the meet-
ing that Texico and Farwell observe

been borne by the Town of Texico,
but this year it was suggested that'
each individual be responsible for the |
removal of his own garbage at a|
price of 25¢ for each home.

Arrangements have been made for
trucks to pick up the refuse on
Thursday and Friday of next week
and it is hoped that all residents will
have garbage conveniently placed on
the alleys.

Magness Ta‘lr(es Over
Allis-Chalmers Line

Clyde Magness of the Oklahoma
Lane community, has taken over the
Allis-Chalmers tractor agency in Far-
well and announced the first of the
week that he was now ready to make
deliveries. !

He received his demonstrator
Monday from Amarillo. For the pre-
sent, he plans to occupy the center
section of the Muckelroy brick buil-
ding on Main street with Karl Gast.

section. Mr. Tarwater has been a
member of the legislature for the pa:zt
12 years and is one of the outstand-
ing members of that body. When in-
terviewed here Tuesday, Mr. Tar-

himslf this year.

natural resources, “but is found in
|the character of its people,” at which
\point he cited the little nation of
Finland as an example.

“America’s great duty will be tc
jbind up the wounds of the worlq
(When the war ends,” he predicted.
and stressed the importance ol
“teaching our boys and girls the ne-
cessity of noble character.”

Judge Hamlin was introduced by
W. H. Graham, and Howard Morris
acted as toastmaster, calling on Mrs.
W. N. Foster of Oklahoma Lane, for
a few remarks, to which she respon-
ded. Jerry Blackwell, president of
the Friona Chamber of Commerce,
extended the welcome, in which he
paid tribute to the boys’ and girls’
club work,

Under the direction of Miss Ruth
Boyd, county home demonstrator,
ithe club women of the county served
the banquet, which was attended by
sixty-three visitors, less than half the
number present for the event last
year.- -

o

LUNSFORD TO SELL FORDS

O. C. Sikes of the Sikes Motor Co.,
this week announced that Chas.
Lunsford, well known auto salesman,
had joined the sales force of the lo-
cal firm. “We feel fortunate in se-
curing Mr. Lunsford’s services,” Mr.
Sikes said in making the announce-
ment. Until recently,
had lived in Parmer county for se-
veral years, during which time he
has sold more automobiles than

|water was not certain whether or not [Possibly any other man in the coun-
The half-block site of the proposed he would be a candidate to succeed ty. At present, he lives on a small ir-

rigated farm near Muleshoe.

farm.

Below the certificates won by Par-—
{mer families for cooperation in the
plan were arranged jars of canned
'vegetables, meat in oil, milk and
‘baskets of eggs. At the lower half of
ithe exhibit, a comp'ste fa.m and
‘home plan was shown, a garden olan,
‘and a display of record books, condu-—
jcive to good management,

“Keep Milk on Its Throne,” was
the topic developed by the club wo-
men in their display, which featur=d
queen milk surrounded by her atten—
/dants of cheese, butter, buttermilk,
cream, and cottage cheese.

In the lower section of the bootlx
were arranged four menus denoting
the various ways of using milk, by
showing a home lunch, a school
lunch, a sick tray, and refreshments
for a party.

Following is a |complete tabula—
tion of the places named at the show
by the judges, J. W. McDermett and
Sam T. Logan, both of Muleshoe, as
compiled by the clerk of the show,
Thos. G. Moore:

Fat Litter

Grand champion, litter of sevem
O. 1. C. pigs, won by C. L. Caloway,
Jr., of Rhea; Reserve champion,
Spotted Poland-China litter, Caxl
Hoffman, Rhea.

Sow and Litter of Suckling Pigs

Grand champion, Burl Beene, Fri—

Mr. Lunsford [D€r,

ona; Reserve champion, Billy Tur—
Friona; 3rd, Henry Wilkisars
Bovina.

'Rank by Breeds—

Duroc-Jersey: Jack Templar, Mid—
\way, 1st; Keith Blackburn, Frioma,
2nd.

(Continued on Last Page)

Picking St. Michael’'s, of Santa Fe,

nament, held in Raton.

In the first game, the local threat-
ened to throw a curve to St. Mike's
in the first half, starting out by
leading the later champs 11-6 &t
the end of the first quarter, with the
score knotted a 16-all at the half.

After that, however, the local boys,

badly winded by their furious first-

half play, dropped into a walk and
allowed St. Mike’s to outscore them
by heavy odds, final count 57-24.

Hiller, state man from St. Mike's,
was high scorer, running up a total
of 19 points, while Beck led the
Texico line-up, counting 10 during
the game.

Going then into the consolation

W,

Texico Cagers Lose in State Meet

|held during the tournament, was

the best team in the state for their eliminated during the preliminaries,
_ﬁrst, opponent. and then facing the making a score of 17 out of 25.

clean-up week next week and that Strong Aztec squad in the‘ second:
all refuse matter either be burned or round of the meet, the Texico tc 28€ 'y 1 and Frank Thompson, Duyane place on the ballot for the forthcom-—
hauled to the city dump. Heretofore, |léam Was eliminated on Friday after- |Ford, Milton Beck, John Taylor, J. ing city election, when four council-
the expense of hauling of junk has|noon In the New Mexico state tour- C. Boone, Jack and Leonard Flye, men and and mayor will be chosem.
‘March 26 has been officially set as

Members of the squad included:

|Paul Skaggs, and Murry White.

They were accompanied by Coach A.I
Louie flle for a place on the ballots, Mr.
|Freeman added. The election will be
|held on April 2nd.

D. McDonald, teamm manger
(Vaughn, H. Arnold, F. E. Thomp-
son, and Abie Graham.

NO CANDIDATES YET

Town Clerk W. L. Freeman stated
Tuesday that up to that time, no
candidates had filed with him for &

the deadline when cadidates mas

Of Interest

¥

to Farmers

By Garlon A. Harper, Sec’y Parmer County AAA

Within the next
county committee will be working on
Efa.rm wheat acrcage histories for the

iindividual whegat farms in the county.

few weeks the;

bracket, Texico met the Aztec squad |This work will be done in prepara-
Friday afternoon, and were trailing tion of establishment of 1941 wheat

by a miserly three points, 40-43, at allotments. Each year there are some.

the end of four quarters of hard play |farmers who are dissatisfied with the
for both teams. Aztec later won the 'allotment issued to the farm and
consolation bracket. come to the committee with the ex-

Handicapped by the hign altitude planation that the farm has not
at Raton, the local players were ne- been given credit for the wheat that

jver able to hit their stride in the Az- iplsamtecl on the farm during the years

tec game, although they staged a|of the base period. IF ANY WHEAT

[Just as soon as arrangements can
‘be completed, he will carry a com-
|plete line of Allis-Chalmers parts.

i Mr. and Mrs. Magness plan to
|move to town from their farm as
soon as suitable quarters can be se-
cured. He will retain his position as
County Wheat Insurance Adjuster
for the present.

0O
L

one degree F. for every 60 feet of
depth, according to estimeates.

jutes

Temperature of the earth increases |Texico’s scores.

five-point rally in the last taree min- [FARMER IS DISSATISFIED WITH
that had spectators gasping | THE PRESENT ALLOTMENT TO
for breath, and momentarily, it ap- |HIS FARM AND BELIEVES THAT
peared that the locals might come THE WHEAT HISTORY FOR THE
from behind. |F‘ARM SHOULD BE CORRECTED,

V. Sorenson, of Aztec, turned in /HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CON-
probably the best game for the win- |TACT THIS OFFICE AND EXPLAIN
ners, while the locals were very ob- |THE EXACT MANNER IN WHICH
viously paced by Beck, who played |THE HISTORY SHOULD BE COR-
all over the court and made most of RECTED. This is very important and
should be done now. If the necessary

J. D. Thompson, local candidate corrections are not made now there
in the free throw contest which was!will be no chance to make any cor-

rections later.

All worksheets should be signed at.
this time. Approximately 70% of the
farmers have signed worksheets. No
parity application may be signed ar
prepared until the
been signed. It will be to the advan-—
tage of the farmer to sign a work-
sheet on any farm he will operate =
1940 regardless of whether he in-
tends to comply or stay out of the
farm program.

All new sod land which has beem
broken out or will be broken out fioz
1940 should be reported to this affiee
immediately. This is necessary ior ar-—
der to have allotments issued fo e
farm.

All farmers who intend fo summer—
fallow land and have this count as =
part of the layout should keepr Im
mind that summerfallow whichh &=
not contour listed or pit cultivaies
will ont be classed as laycut. Somm—
merfallow which is contour listed or
pit cultivated will be counted as Isy—
out and will also draw addition=2
payment for a soil building practics.

worksheet has
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the Honorable Uncle Lancy

© Bobbs-Mendll Ca,

By ETHEL HUESTON

WNU Service

R e

mother and father, three sisters, Helen,

Wilkie, a minister, whose politica

cides to hire a

with each other’s company.

THE STORY THUS FAR

Left orphans by a tragic automobile accident which claimed the lives of their

Aunt Olympia, politically minded wife of Senator Alencon Delaporte Slopshire.
She Insists that the girls return with her to Washington, to make their home
with them. In addition to loving the girls, Aunt Olympia knows they will be a
terrific political asset. Senator Slopshire has as his political opponent one Brother
campalgn is furthered by seven ““unspeakable
brats" who sit on the rostrum with him while he makes speeches. Senator Slopshire,
a pleasantly foggy individual who depends on the astuteness of his wife,
for their coming. Though Limpy, the youngest, is 16, and Helen, the oldest,
Senator buys them all the toys and gifts he can find. When they first meet their
“Uncle Lancy,” as he is to be known, the girls take him to their united bosom.
Soon Adele, most beautiful of the sisters, meets Len Hardesty, publicity man for
Brother Wilkie. Though it is Len’s job to help defeat the Senator, he promptly falls
in love with Adele. Olympla buys an automobile house-trailer which wl.l.'

modate the five of them, and from which the Senator will campaign. Then she de-
blicity agent for the Senator, securing the services of Dave Cooper,
npd as his assistant, young Cecil Dodd. At a Washington tea Helen meets Gabriel
d'Allotti. Gabriel then searches out Olympia, and asks if he might call. Olympia
acquiesces, thinking it might make Helen forget her sultor back in Iowa,
hnqu. Brick, owner of a grocery store, is also running for Congress. During one
of d'Allotti's visits with Helen, she turns to Uncle Lancy for advice concerning
national coastal fortifications. She and d'Allott! spend much time in studying poli-
tics. Meanwhile, Adele and Len Hardesty have been more and more entranced

Adele and "Limpy,"” are visited by their

repares
21, the

accom-

ck

f CHAPTER VI—Continued
o e

““But, Len, how could you do any-
thing against them—when they are
~—are so magnificent? To you! And
to us, too!”

“Because, darling, if I don’t pull
every trick from my bag, they'll be
the first to despise me. This is a
job, Adele.”

, “I don't like it,”" she said faintly.

“Adele, I've known those two a
Jong time. They are swell sports.
They're game as they come. But
if I fell down on this job because I
like them—and adore you—they'd
be the first to sneer. And you'd be
next. Listen, sweetl I don’t want
them beaten, but I'm going to try
my best to beat them. If I don’t,
do you think Olympia will ever feel
the same? We can’t beat them, un-
less we get some breaks I can’t fore-
see. That's what I'm on the look-
out for—the breaks. And it will
mean a lot for me if I put it across.
The Governor has promised me any-
thing I want. Anything! We could
get married then. I could take care
of yoU-I)

‘I don't want to be taken care of—
at their expense. You don't know
how lovely they are to us. I don’t
want anything—taken from them,”

“Talk to Olympia,”” ‘Len said.
““She knows this racket. It's always
a scrap. They can take a beating,
but they can’t stand a quitter.”

“I think it is—despicable,”” she
said, and there were tears, very be-
coming tears, in her lovely eyes.

“It's the democratic form of gov-
ernment,”” he said gently, and kissed
the tears away. ‘‘But don’t take my
word for it, sweet. Ask them.”

“But if you were with us, Len, it
would be so perfect. To have you
go with us, and plan with us, and
be on our side—"

‘“Yes, it would be perfect. But
if I broke my contract, it would be
the best weapon the Governor could
hold against him. They would claim
that by Influence and Money the
Senator had treacherously hired a
man to break his contract. It would
beat him quicker than anything
else.”

“But Len, hasn’t principle got
anything to do with it? Do you think
the Governor would make a better
Senator than Uncle Lancy?”

‘““No, sweet, I don’t. But that
hasn’'t a thing in the world to do
with it . . . No, I don’t think so.
Eu't' thinking isn’'t my job. Publicity

“It's appalling, Brick,” Helen
wrote distractedly. “I'm just terri-
fied of the whole thing. It all sim-

mers down to the fact that the outs
wants in and the ins want to stay
where they are. I don’t believe
there is a single thing at stake but
that. Brother Wilkie and Uncle Lan-
cy agree on almost every point, ex-
cept that the Governor thinks the
Republicans could do a better job
finishing what the Democrats start-
ed. I asked Aunt Olympia what is
the real issue in this campaign.

“ ‘The issue!’ she boomed. ‘The
issue? Why, the issue is just wheth-
er the Senator is going to be beat-
en by that treacherous worm who
ought to get back where he be-
longs.’

“All the time, Brick, all the mon-
ey, all the scheming and planning,
all the heartaches—just for that.”

Aunt Olympia was packed and
ready for adjournment by the tenth
of May. Still Congress dawdled, fili-
bustered, talked.

The second week in June she sent
Hilda on up to Maysville with most
of the baggage and with orders to
get things ready for their arrival. It
couldn't be long now. The most
stentorian congressional voice was
frayed and rasping.

“A hog caller couldn’t stick it out
much longer,” she told the girls
hopefully.

And then, on June 16th, Congress
adjourned.

Helen drew a deep, tired breath.
‘“At last! It’s over!’’ she ejaculated,

Olympia’s snort was deep and
gusty. She raised her shoulders like
a champing Pegasus pluming for
flight.

“Over!"” she boomed. *‘‘Over!
Why, it hasn’'t even begun!”

CHAPTER VI
Aunt Olympia was justly proud of
Shires, the senatorial estate near
Maysville. Maysville, the capital of
the state, headquarters both of Re-
publican and Democratic state com-
mitteex was an ideal location for

the Senator in a campaign year. It
was an ideal location for Len Har-
desty, too, though working for the
Opposition. ‘“‘Not even a slave-driv-
er with seven brats can keep me
on the go day and night all sum-
mer,” he told Adele confidentially.
“I've got to relax occasionally, and
I expect to do all my summer’s re-
laxing at Shires.”

The house itself was low, ram-
bling and wide, with porches on ev-
ery side; with high cupolas and low
stoops and broad fireplaces; with
great rooms, huge windows and
crystal chandeliers; artistically old-
fashioned to the last detail. Yet the
old-fashionedness of it was more ap-
parent than real, for it was only ten
years old and its equipment was
modern to the extreme.

In planning their arrival after the
adjournment of Congress — Aunt
Olympia always had a plan for ev-
erything minutely laid out in ad-
vance—she had been bitterly torn
between natural thrift and pride.
She wanted the girls to see Shires
first in all its pristine beauty, and
yet, wishing to safeguard and pre-
serve that beauty, she trembled
physically at thought of the havoc
to be wrought on it by the first
horde of friendly callers. Love tri-
umphed. The girls should see Shires
as it was; for was it not to be their
future home with her and the Sena-
tor—or, at least, Limpy’s future
home?

She ordered Hilda to have the
place in the pink of perfection for
the girls’ arrival.

““And be ready for a lightning
change,” she said grimly. ‘‘Have
the campaign drapes and curtains
ready. Get the sumgner rugs
cleaned. Have the packing cases
and moth-proof bags opened and
aired. Tell Martin to get the tubs
and fences and railings ready to put
up at a minute’s notice. Lay in
moth-balls and wire screening and
plenty of bolts and nails and pad-
locks. Tell Martin to have the tree
guards painted and laid out . . . But
be sure to have everything out of
sight when we get there. 1 want
them to see it right the first time.”

The girls, remembering the down-
at-the-heel parsonages that had been
their previous homes, were almost
speechlessly thrilled with Shires.
There wasn’t a farm in Iowa could
hold a candle to it. They liked ev-
erything about it, from the honey-
suckle and wild roses clambering
over the porch rails with such ap-
parent abandon—though really guid-
ed and compelled by the stern hand
of the farm manager, Martin—to the
cunning chicken incubators and
brooder houses.

“Yes, it’s nice,” assented Aunt
Olympia modestly, crimson with de-
light in their delight. “But we nev-
er should have called it Shires. Too
aristocratic, Shires is. Now that
the tide of public opinion has turned
against elegance, we'll probably lose
a thousand votes by that name. If
we'd called it Cozy Rest or Happy
Home or Old Mill Meadows we'd be
better off.”

“Why don’t you change it, then,
just till the campaign’s over?”’

Aunt Olympia shook her head.
“Len Hardesty,”” she explained
briefly. ‘““He’d get a nation-wide
hook-up to accuse us of finagling
for votes.”

She was anxiously apologetic
about the rooms she had assigned
them. ‘“Now, you don't have to take
them unless you want to,”" she as-
sured them. “We've got plenty of
rooms, and after the campaign you
can have one apiece, and easy. But
during the campaign we have ex-
tras here nearly every night, com-
mitteemen, or reporters, and we
have to save a room for Cece Dodd,
and Dave will be here a good deal.
So if you can be comfortable in just
two rooms till after the campaign,
it'll be a help.”

The girls were joyously sure they
could be comfortable. Aunt Olym-
pia had chosen two connecting
rooms for them at the opposite end
of the hall from the huge room—
with two baths—that she occupied
with the Senator. In the larger of
the two rooms were twin beds,
which Aunt Olympia thought would
be nice for Helen and Adele; the
smaller room, with a wide bed—
the best bed in the house it was,
too—she thought would be all right
for Limpy, who wasn’t really full
grown yet and ought to be by her-
self.

For a full week after their arrival,
though she suffered for her treas-

ures, Aunt Olympia restrained her
| housewifely inclinations. She per-

mitted callers, both constituents and
sightseers, to trample her velvety
lawn, tread roughly on her neatly
trimmed hedges and flower beds,
scatter ashes and cake crumbs on
her oriental rugs. One week of ago-
nizing proof it was of her love for
Limpy.

Then, almost overnight, Shires be-
came a Cozy Rest. The oriental
rugs and brocade tapestries were
removed and stored in moth-proof
containers in the attic. The best
chairs and more costly small tables
were removed. Pieces of bric-a-
brac, vases, pictures, expensive ash
trays and cigarette boxes, finely
bound books, were stowed away in
locked drawers.

““Never leave any little nice thing
lying about loose in a campaign,”
she said. "“To constituents, anything
small enough to go in a pocket is a
souvenir.”’

Even the grounds shared the cam-
paign renovation. The rarest and
most treasured of small shrubs and
plants were removed to the green-
house, which was padlocked. Stout
grilled iron fences enclosed the flow-
er gardens and bushes. Little rail-
ings shut off the place where vis-
itors were not to walk. .§

Cecil Dodd joined them at Shires
on the fifth of July, and an old road-
ster was turned over to him to trav-
el about the state in, meeting com-
mittees, arranging rallies, hobnob-
bing with the press and getting his
bearings in general.

In July, Aunt Olympia, referring
to her ‘“‘Social Activities” list, in-
vited the Ladies’ Aid Society in
Maysville to a garden party at

There were two hundred and
fifty at the garden party.

Shires. The girls, who thought they
knew Ladies’ Aids, were amazed at
the quantity of refreshments she
planned for this event.

““Dear me, it must be a huge Aid,"”
said Helen. “You have food enough
for two hundred.”

“There’ll be two hundred,” said
Aunt Olympia. ‘““Though it'’s not a
very large Aid. They’ll bring all
their children and cousins and aunts-
by-marriage. They'll take advan-
tage of it being election year and in-
vite all their out-of-town friends."

There were two hundred and fifty
at the garden party.

““Most of 'em I never saw be-
fore in my life and half of those
I have seen don't even belong ta
our church."

The Senator had no real opposi-
tion in the Primary and spent only
enough time and money on it ta
strengthen the party machine and
lay the groundwork for the real bat-
tle,

The preliminary activities of the
campaign were of a mild sort, more
in the nature of social pleasantries
than warfare. There was frequent
attendance at church suppers, fish
fries, shore dinners, club picnics,
and firemen’s balls. There were a
few speeches to be made, photo-
graphs to be posed for, interviews
given and disseminated.

The Senator had figured that six
weeks would suffice for the inten-
sive, swing-of-the-state campaign.
But he had not reckoned with Broth-
er Wilkie. Six weeks was not enough
for the Opposition. In July, while
the Senator was blissfully basking
in a breathing spell, the Governor
swung into action. To take the edge
off the Senator's homey old trailer,
he established the children, the bel-
dame and Len Hardesty in a cov-
ered wagon and hit the trail.

CHAPTER VIl

In August, impelled by the Gov-
ernor’'s aggressiveness, the Slop-
shire-for-Re-election campaign got
under way. The old trailer, after
standing outdoors three or four days
to become plebeianly stained with
dust and streaked with rain and
dew, was packed for travel. The
itinerary was planned to the ulti-
mate minute. The sound truck was
loaded with papers, files and books.

The girls enjoyed campaigning.
Aunt Olympia hovered over them
broodingly, her sclicitude not entire-
ly attributable to their value as
campaign material. She saw to it
—as far as she was able—that they
had proper rest, regular meals,

abundant exercise. She decreed—
and saw that the decree was well
publicized—that the place chosen for
them to pitch camp each night
should provide some recreation for
the girls—tennis, horseback riding
or swimming; ‘“‘for the health of our
children far transcends a senatorial
campaign.”

Olympia herself usually went
about with a large sewing bag on
her arm. In this she carried fresh
handkerchiefs, a make-up box, an
impressive array of darning cot-
tons, needles and threads (assem-
bled by Hilda), and an old, worn-
out pair of the Senator’s socks, op
which she darned photographically
with amazing patience. The regu-
lar mending and laundry were sent
back to Hilda at Shires—without
benefit of camera men. The girls
were frequently photographed in the
act of washing or ironing a set of
napkins, ;

‘““Poor Adele is doing the laundry
this morning,”” Aunt Olympia would
say apologetically to the newsmen,
leading them to the best view. ‘“We
ran short of linens.”

‘““Auntie, Auntie,” Limpy remon-
strated confidentially, ‘‘you’re for-
getting you're Scotch. We're going
to wear those napkins out if we
keep on laundering them half a doz-
en times a day. Shouldn’t we use
them at least once, just to get our
money’s worth out of them?”

Invariably they returned to Shires
for the Sabbath, to get a little rest
and a few hot meals; and always
to attend church, very much en
famille, the Senator, Aunt Olympia
and the three girls, the cynosure of
all eyes. When Brother Wilkie, the
Governor, reached Maysville on a
Sabbath Aunt Olympia invited him
and his troupe to dinner. She did
it with penetrating heartiness, too,
as the members stood agape at the
church door with Brother Wilkie
shaking every hand.

“lI want you and the children to
come right up with us for Sunday
dinner,”” she proclaimed clearly.
““You may be our political opponent,
Brother Wilkie, but in the house our
board, such as it is, is your board.”

Len Hardesty, who was usually
hard pressed about one thing or an-
other on Sunday morning, had also
attended divine worship in Mays-
ville that morning, occupying the
corner of the pew directly opposite
Senator Slopshire’'s and gazing un-
interruptedly at Adele’s slightly
flushed profile during the entire serv-
ice. He put nothing in the collection
plate. Though Olympia had not def-
initely included him in her invita-
tion, he tucked Adele cozily into his
small roadster and arrived at Shires
in advance of the main party.

“You may as well lay a place for
me, too, Gustavus,”” he told Hilda
cheerfully. ‘‘And don’t put me next
to the brats . . . Can't they wait
till the second table? Or how about
serving Adele ‘and me alone in the
back yard?”

Even with the campaign well un-
der way, they continued to see a
good deal of Len Hardesty. ‘‘Too
darn much,” Aunt Olympia said ex-
pressively. He was constantly pop-
ping in on them unexpectedly, both
when they were on the trail and
when they were resting up at
Shires.

“Hum, squab, I see,”” he said one
Sunday, making a note of it. “I'll
have a larger portion, Senator, if
you don’'t mind . . . So it's squab,
eh? And the Governor ana
the brats and—worse luck, I!'—dine
on corned beef and cabbage.”

““‘He does that to appeal to the
slaughterhouse vote,"” said Olympia.
“I'll bet he goes right upstairs after-
ward and fills up on caviar and truf-
fles and French pastry.”

“I notice that’s a very expensive
radio you've got rigged up in your
trailer,” Len went on. “We've only
got a second-hand phonograph in the
covered wagon to amuse the brats."

“We had to get a good one to
follow the Governor's speeches,"
said Aunt Olympia. ‘‘He mouths
his words so you can’t understand
him on anything less than the best."

““Not, I suppose, figuring that i*
also enables your pretty wards to
amuse themselves dancing on the
greensward to New York night-club
music?’’

““Well, what'’s wrong with dancing
on the greensward? It's one of the
most innocent and natural diver-
sions.”’

“Go on, Ollie,
you're trying to kid! . .
it be whom?"’

During September, the congres-
sional hearings on un-American and
subversive activities almost took the
limelight from the state campaigns.
The Senator was almost childishly
pro-American in his convictions, and
followed the reports with morbid
avidity. Some of his most ringing
speeches were in hot defense of this
suddenly jeopardized Americanism
and he received a very good press
on it.

This obliged the Governor to fol-
low the same tack, though he nad
no personal experience with sub-
versive elements and thought them
a good deal overrated. Still, since
subversive elements were definitely
not popular with the orthodox, he
leaped gallantly to their denuncia-
tion.

One day the press reported that
in the compulsory registration of
foreign agents, some known to be
engaged in such activities had not
registered. Investigations were un-
der way. The next morning head-
lines screamed the news that three
well-known and popular Washington
socialites had been arrested- as
spies. One of these was Gabrie
d’Allotti.

That was exciting news for the
orphans, and Adele and Limpy had
great fun teasing Helen about it
Helen took it'good-naturedly.

{TO BE CONTINUED)
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