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A balanced girl

Brienna Taylor, 7, balances carefully on a teeter-totter
Tuesday in the 1100 block of Juniper durin
mer day away from school. Brienna is the daughter of Dale
and Joanne Taylor of Pampa.

(Staff photo by Duane A. Laverty)

play on a sum-

Accident injuring deputy
still under investigation

WHEELER — Department of
Public Safety officials are con-
tinuing to look into the cause of an
early-morning car accident Sun-
day which seriously injured a
Wheeler County sheriff’s deputy.

Deputy Bill Patterson re-
mained in serious but stable con-
dition at Northwest Texas Hospit-
alintensive care unit early today,
according to a spokesman for the
Amarillo hospital.

Another occupant of the vehi-
cle, Billy Riley of Wheeler, was
treated at Coronado Hospital in
Pampa and released, DPS offi-
cials said.

At 12:45 a.m. Sunday, a 1973
blue Corvette, occupied by the
two men, was westbound on
Texas 152, west of Wheeler, when
it went into the north shoulder,
DPS trooper L.B. Snider of Sham-
rock said.

The car skidded toward the
southwest, left the pavement and
came to rest in a wheatfield, he
said.

City OKs Recreation Park, Enterprise Zone

Officials do not know who was
driving the vehicle at the time of
the accident.

John Ferguson, a bail bonds-
man from Pampa, passed by the
accident, stopped and took Pat-
terson to the Parkview Hospital
in Wheeler, Snider said.

Ferguson notified the Wheeler
County Sheriff’s Department at
12:53 a.m. from the hospital, he
said.

‘‘Riley was later located at his
residence,’’ Snider said.

Riley was taken by his wife to
the Pampa hospital for testing
and treatment and later re
leased, he said.

Snider said he did not know how
long the investigation would take,
adding it would probably be ‘‘un-
til it goes through the judicial pro-
cess.

‘“‘Both of them received a se-
vere jolting to the head, so it may
be awhile before they can tell us
what really happened,’’ he said.
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Hobart widening project still ‘go’

By LARRY HOLLIS
Managing Editor

Plans are still ‘‘go’’ for the
proposed widening of Hobart
Street after the City Commission
decided Tuesday evening not to
rescind previous actions author-
izing the State Department of
Highways to undertake the pro-
ject.

Citing possible liability prob-
lems that could develop from
past violations, commissioners
also authorized the city staff to
begin enforcing prohibitions
against angle parking on Hobart.

At the same time, however, the
commission asked the staff to
pursue seeking variances from
the state to permit angle parking
until some resolution is reached

County approves golf course

By PAUL PINKKAM
Senior Staff Writer

After meeting with County
Attorney Bob McPherson on leg-
al issues surrounding a proposed
public golf course, Gray County
commissioners voted this morn-
ing to approve a contract with the
city of Pampa which would begin
construction of the course.

County Judge Carl Kennedy
and Commissioners Ted Sim-
mons and Gerald Wright voted in
favor of the motion. Commission-
er Jim Greene opposed it while
Commissioner O,L. Presley ab-
stained from voting.

The motion reversed a decision
made June 1 when commission-
ers had voted to table the issue
until they could receive an attor-
ney general’s opinion.

McPherson told commission-
ers that the attorney general
would not address specific issues

regarding the highway project
designs.

Cleo Meaker, who operates
Meaker’'s Appliances on North
Hobart, again asked the commis-
sion to rec-ind its Nov. 24, 1987
and April 19 votes requesting and
authorizing the highway depart-
ment to develop plans for wide-
ning Hobart from its present 60-
foot width to 82 feet.

The item was placed on Tues-
day’s agenda after Meaker made
the request at the May 24 com-
mission meeting.

In his comments Tuesday,
Meaker questioned studies that
indicate angle parking creates
traffic safety hazards. But he
admitted the potential liability
issues were serious concerns that
needed come resolution

surrounding the project.

‘I can’t see where an attorney
general’s opinion is going to
make the decision to vote one way
or the other any easier,’’
McPherson said.

He added that an amendment
to the original contract with the
city takes care of legal concerns
that had been expressed about
the course.

“I really and firmly am con-
vinced that the agreements with
the supplement are within the
law and within the constitution,”’
McPherson said.

Commissioner Simmons, who
had voted to table the issue at the
last meeting, said this morning
that McPherson’s opinion satis-
fied his concerns that there would
be a continuing financial obliga-
tion for the county.

However, Commissioner Pre-
sley said: “‘I'd like to see that put
in the contract, where I could

City Manager Bob Hart, refer-
ring to memoranda and letters in-
cluded in the city commissioners’
agenda packets, said the past fai-
lure of the city to prohibit and rec-
tify the angle parking situations
on Hobart presents a strong
potential-for liability lawsuits to
be filed in case of accidents.

Hart said angle parking along
Hobart is prohibited by the 1967
Municipal Maintenance Agree-
ment between the city and high-
way department, state statutes
regarding state highways pas-
sing through municipalities and
local city ordinance No. 465, pas-
sed in January 1957.

Despite those agreements and
statutes, angle parking has been
allowed to develop and continue
on Hobart for more than 30 years,

read it that way."’

Commissioner Greene said he
fears that the golf course will be a
load on the taxpayers. He added
he fears that the city of Pampa
might one day sue the county to
help them support the golf
course.

‘I think that the county’s going
to end up having to support the
thing,”’ Greene said.

Pampa Public Golf Association
President Buddy Epperson, who
was present at the meeting, com-
mended commissioners ‘‘for
going along with the wishes that
the voters have expressed a num-
ber of times.

“Your decision today ... will
give us another tool to attract
business and industry to Pampa
and Gray County,” Epperson
said. ‘‘All of that will be a benefit
to Pampa and Gray County.”

However, Pampa retiree
James Cook said he was con-

Hart noted. Such failure to pro-
hibit the situation could be con-
strued as ‘‘willful violation” on
the city’s part to enforce such res-
trictions and could subject the
city, city commissioners and city
staff to liability lawsuits, he said.

In the past, the city could claim
governmental immunity against
such suits. But changes in tort
law now permits municipalities
to be held liable in traffic regula-
tion matters, Hart said, creating
greater potential for such suits.

Angle parking along Hobart
could have been permitted by the
consent of the highway depart-
ment’s district engineer, Hart ex-
plained. But the city never sought
and the district engineer has nev-

See HOBART, Page 2

contract

cerned about the environmental
effects of the golf course and
asked commissioners if they had
enough money to provide similar
benefits to people who partici-
pate in other activities, for exam-
ple, tennis.

He asked commissioners to
hold a bond issue election on the
golf course.

“‘I think that we’re being
taken,” Cook said. ‘‘We're letting
these people put their hands in
the taxpayers’ money that they
got when they sold the county hos-
pital.”

Before acting this morning,
commissioners read a letter from
Austin attorney John F. Camp-
bell, a Pampa native, who agreed
with McPherson that an attorney
general’'s opinion wouldn’t solve
the dilemma.

Campbell was responding to a
request to address the .issue by
the PPGA.

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

WHITE DEER — More than
800 people poured into White
Deer last weekend to attend
the White Deer High School
Alumni Association 70-year
reunion.

Sixty-four classes from the
70-year history of the school
were represented at the reun-
ion, organizers said. Former
students from around the
world attended the event.

Carl McCabe of Singapore
passed through two time zones
to be at the reunion and was
recognized as having come the
farthest.

Festivities began Friday
evening with dinners and get-
togethers for the individual
classes, followed by picnics
and more get-togethers. White
Deer High School was opened
at 9 a.m. so alumni could tour
the school.

Visiting between classes
was set between 3 and 5 p.m.
Saturday afternoon. A barbe-
cue, attended by 836 people,
was served in the school

cafeteria and gymnasium.

Tables were decorated with
trophies representing the
different time periods in the
school history, said Don De-
nham, alumni association
president. Years 1970 through
1988 were seated in the school
cafeteria and students from
1924 to 1969 were seated in the
gymnasium.

‘““We actually had more than
the 836,”” Denham said. ‘‘They
visited the school, met class-
mates but had to leave for
other things.”

Denham said the day was a
successful one with the excep-
tion of some problems with the
public address system. “‘I
have to apologize for the PA
system during the dinner.
Some of them I was blowing
their ears out and others were
yelling ‘I can’t hear you!’ "

In addition to McCabe being
recognized for coming the
furthest distance, Dorothy
Culberson Fox, Class of '24,
was listed as the oldest person
registered to attend. Class of
'4]1 was the largest class, with
53 members attending

64 classes make White Deer

The high school was closed
at 10:15 p.m., but the fun con-
tinued at the dance at Parish
Hall and various private
gatherings throughout the
town of White Deer.

White Deer’s Alumni Asso-
ciation hosts the reunion once
every four years for former
White Deer and Skellytown
students who attended the
school.

“‘On the next go around this
could blossom to 1,000 to 1,100
people,’”’ Denham said, adding
it may lead to some problems
for the next organizers. ‘“We
maxed on our facilities this
time, we couldn’t stuff in
another person,’’ he said.

Denham said the success of
this year’s event was due to the
hard work of 125 to 130 people.
The unique table decorations
were the brainchild of Bobbie
Thomas and her decorating
committee, he said. Gaylor
Phillips and his chair and table
committee did a ‘‘fantastic
job” of setting up tables for
800-plus people, he said.

Mrs. Lee Lockridge and her

reunion

committee provided babysit-
ting services at First Method-
ist Church and Bob Martin and
Don Nickelson arranged park-
ing places for the many re-
creational vehicles that ar-
rived for the reunion. De-
nham'’s secretary Yvonne Shu-
man was the ‘““backbone’ of
the reunion, he said, working
with the secretaries from the
different classes to find and
contact alumni.

‘“To give everybody due cre-
dit, we probably had 125 to 130
people helping put this
together,’” he said. ‘‘We had to.
Four or five people can’t put
something of this magnitude
together.”

Proceeds from the reunion
will be used to build a trophy
case for the newly-named
Antler Gym, Denham said.
Trophies that had been stored
away for years will now be dis-
played by era in the new case,
he said. Alumni association
members hope to have the
case finished and the trophies
displayed by the beginning of
ths 1988-89 school year, he
said.

applications

By LARRY HOLLIS
Managing Editor

Pampa city commissioners approved seeking a
grant for developments at Recreation Park and
making an application for the creation of Enter-
prise Zones in the city and county following two
public hearings Tuesday at their regular meeting.

City Manager Bob Hart noted the city last year
had approved a master plan for developments at
Recreation Park prepared by the Parks and Re-
creation Advisory Board.

The plan includes a four-plex softball field, re-
habilitation of the former city lake, a campsite, a
playground and general landscaping and mainte-
nance recommendations.

Since the master plan’s approval, the city staff
has been seeking alternative funding to permit the
developments, Hart said.

Scott Hahn, saying he was speaking ‘‘with my
baseball cap on’’ instead of as Gray County
treasurer, said he was in favor of ‘‘the restoration
and development of Recreation Park’’ and encour-
aged the city to pursue the projects.

He said the additional ballfields could attract
more tournaments and teams to the city, with
some economic boost resulting. He said a recent
:jall tournament in Pampa brought $20,000 into the

ty.

But some teams had to be turned away because
of limited playing fields and time limitations, he
said. The additional ballfields would enable even
larger tournaments to be held here, Hahn stated.

Hart said the grant application would be made to
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department for

funds available through the federal Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund Act.

If granted, the funds would be on a 50-50 match-
ing basis, he said. But the city’s share would be
based on labor and equipment use, without any or
little actual city funds having to be expended. He
said that, based on estimated costs, the total grant
could be $900,000 for total development of the re
commended projects.

On the Enterprise Zone matter, Hart said the
city, in a joint venture with the county, is seeking to
get approval for designation of 16 square miles for
economic incentives to attract new industry or to
encourage local expansion.

The area includes generally the southern portion
within the city and portions of Highway 60, Indust-
rial Park East and Loop 171 in the county.

If the application is approved by the state, then
the city and county could offer such incentives as
property tax abatements, a rebate of a portion of
the city’s sales tax for new construction, low-
interest loans, waival of building permit fees and
extension of city utility lines for new businesses or
for existing ones wanting to expand, Hart said.

Hart said the county would be considering its
action at its July 1 meeting.

Pampa Area Chamber of Commerce President
Warren Chisum spoke in favor of the creation of
the Enterprise Zones, saying ‘‘we need this as
another incentive”’ to assist in bringing new indus-
tries to the area.

The designation of the Enterprise Zone areas
“would be a great tool"”’ in the city’s economic de-
velopment efforts, Chisum said.

But James Cook said he opposes the zone:
saying he doesn’t think “we need to guarantee a

profit’’ to new businesses. ‘“‘If you want to go into
business, spend your own money,’’ he said.

Commissioner Joe Reed, serving as mayor pro
tempore, said the designation is not just for new
businesses, ‘‘but also for those already here’’ that
might wish to expand their operations.

In other business, the commission deferred ac
tion on bids for grass seed and PVC pipeline, relat
ing to the development of the proposed public golf
course,

Hart said that in light of the Gray County Com-
missioners Court’s recent action deferring approv-
al of amendments in the joint contract between the
two entities, it might be better to wait until the
matter is resolved.

He said that if the action is delayed much longer,
though, it would be too late to begin the ground-
work and installation of the sprinkler systems to
prepare the ground for the grass seed. He said
about 45 days would be needed for the work before
the grass seed could be planted. By that time, the
area wouid be nearing the time for possible freezes
that could impair the grass growth, he said.

““If the county doesn’t do anything tomorrow (re-
ferring to the county commission meeting this
morning), then I don’t see how we can get to it this
year,” Hart said.

In other action, city commissioners:
® appointed Wayne Bruce as an alternate to the
Board of Adjustments;
® deferred action on appointing a new member to
the Parks and Recreation Advisery Board since no
one had any names to submit;
® approved an application by Ted H. Powers for
licensing of a luxury limousine service by TMC
Enterprises;

mawarded a bid of $73,422 to Malcolm Hinkle Inc. of
Pampa for a new heating and air conditioning sys-
tem at Lovett Memorial Library;

® declared an emergency exists for public safety
for the lease of a 20-channel logger recording sys-
tem for 9-1-1 service;

® approved exempting eight vehicles from requir-
ing the city logo for use in police services; and

= approved an allowance for Hart for the lease of a
car to be used in his city manager work, with Hart
paying for the purchase of fuel for personal use and
the city taking care of maintenance and fuel for
city use.

City Commissioner Peet voted against ex-
empting all eight of the police vehicles, saying
more marked police cars served as a deterrent,
and against the car allowance for Hart, saying he
feels the manager’s car should have a city logo on
it.

Hart said many industrial prospects do not enjoy
having attention drawn to them on their visits to a
prospective city and would not feel comfortable
being driven around in a car with a logo on it.

Hart said he would keep a mileage log to make
certain city use and his personal use are separate-
ly tracked.

State law requires city and other governing en-
tities to have a logo on their vehicles except for
those exempted in law enforcement duties, such as
vehicles used in undercover operations.

Hart ntdtbecaranowlncemldpermithimb
have a car without the logo. Though technically it
would be his car, he said he définitely considers it
to be a city vehicle except for the absence of the

logo.
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Services tomorrow

Hospital

MITCHELL, Cherri Ann — 2 p.m., Russon
Brothers Mortuary, Bountiful, Utah.
TAYLGR, Mack E. Sr. — 2 p.m., Car-
michael-Whatley Colonial Chapel.

Obituaries

STEVE ALLEN CHILDRESS

BORGER — Funeral services for Steve Allen
Childress, 30, relative of Shamrock residents, will
be at 2 p.m. Saturday in Trinity Nazarene Church
with the Fev. Bill Ray, pastor, officiating.

Burial will be in Westlawn Memorial Park with
arrangements by Minton-Chatwell Funeral
Directors of Borger.

Mr. Childress died Saturday in Ray, N.D.

He was a pipeline inspector for Phillips Pet-
roleum Co. He was born in Shamrock, and was a
former Borger resident. He had lived in Ray,
N.D. fortwo years. He was a Baptist and attended
Texas State Technical Institute. He married Lora
Wireonski in 1983 at Borger.

Survivors include his wife, Lora, of the home;
one daughter, Kellie Dawn Childress, of the hom-
e; his mother, Margireen Childress of Shamrock;
one brother, David Childress of Elkhart, Kan.;
two sisters, Brenda Brannum of Shamrock and
Loree Wright of Albuquerque, N.M.; one half-
sister, Nona Abatino of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and his
grandmother, Martha Mattie Francis of Sham-
rock.

MACK E. TAYLOR SR.

Funeral services for Mack E. Taylor Sr., 72,
who died Monday, will be at 2 p.m. Thursday in
Carmichael-Whatley Colonial Chapel with the
Rev. Austin Sutton, pastor of Apostolic Faith
Church, officiating.

Burial will be in Memory Gardens Cemetery
with arrangements by Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Mr. Taylor moved to Pampa in 1947 from Pa-
whuska, Okla. and began a career with the city of
Pampa in 1948 as a police officer, retiring from
the city Water Department on Aug. 31, 1977. He
was a member of the Osage Indian tribe. On May
5, 1941, he married Alberta Brothers in Sac-
ramento, Calif.

Mr. Taylor was an accomplished musician,
performing on all stringed instruments and his
specialty, the piano. In the radio days of the West-
ern swing era, he was known as ‘‘Cotton’’ Taylor
when he performed with several well-known
artists such as Bob Wills and Gene Autry.

While serving in the U.S. Army during World
War II, he formed a band that competed in a
Battle of the Bands contest, winning first prize —
the chance to broadcast a live performance back
to the United States from London — with Gene

CORONADO Ollie Dear, Pampa
HOSPITAL (extended care)
Admissions Pearl Langley, Pam-

PDlane Bourgeois, pa (extended care)
ampa
Norman Burton, Births ‘
Cansdisn Mr. and_ Mrs. Timothy
) Bourgeois, Pampa, a
Haskell Ensey, _.
Pampa girl
Madonna Foster, Mr. and M;s. George
Pampa Piolk, St. Louis, Mo., a
Lillie Fowler, Pampa girl
Carl Lawrence, Dismissals
Pampa Tanga Bailey, Pampa
Larry Mangus, White SHAMROCK
Deer HOSPITAL
Mary Polk, St. Louis, Admissions
Mo. None
Aaron Willis, Pampa Dismissals

Ashley Willis, Pampa None

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the
following incidents for the 24-hour period ending
at 7 a.m. today.

TUESDAY, June 14

Jo Ann Klattenhoff, Clarendon, reported burg-
lary of a motor vehicle at Faulkner and Wilks.

Ray Condo, 817 Ruth, reported theft from the
yard of the residence.

Billy Ray Crook, 430 Davis, reported theft from
the driveway of the residence.

WEDNESDAY, June 15

Shoplifting was reported at Taylor Food Mart,
400 N. Ballard.

Robberies were reported at Allsup’s Conveni-
ence Stores at Starkweather and Foster and at
Faulkner and Wilks.

Theft of a sign was reported at B.F. Suzuki, 107
N. Hobart.

Arrests-City Jail
TUESDAY, June 14

Jimmy Dale Helfer, 30, 316 Ward, was arrested
at Pampa Auto Center, 126 S. Houston, on a
charge of simple assault and later released on
bond.

Keith Shannon Helfer, 20, 318 Ward, was
arrested at Pampa Auto Center on a charge of
simple assault and later released on bond.

WEDNESDAY, June 15

Peter Smith Nelson, 22, 421 Magnolia, was
arrested in the 400 block of North Ballard on two
capias warrants and warrants alleging expired
motor vehicle inspection sticker, failure to
appear, drag racing and no operator’s license on
person.

Carmen D. Westbrook, 21, 1224 Darby, was
arrested at the address on a warrant alleging

Krupa on drums.

of Foreign Wars Post 1657.

and two great-grandchildren.

Fire report

Survivors include his wife, one son, one daugh-
ter, one sister, two brothers, eight grandchildren

theft.

He was a lifelong member of Pampa Veterans

Stock market

grovided by

ampa
Wheat

a.m. today.

No fires were reported by the Pampa Fire De-
partment during the 24-hour period ending at 7

The following grain quotations are O - s oo B
Wheeler Evans of _The 9:30 am N Y. stock

Minor accidents

§ _ market
?uouuonl furnished by Edward D.
3.17 Jones & Co. of Pampa were not avail-

‘402 able today

a.m. today.

The Pampa Police Department reported no
traffic accidents for the 24-hour period ending at 7

Consultant taught teens forgery

SAN MARCOS (AP) — A recent
high school graduate has detailed
for jurors how a Houston political
consultant bought beer for tem-
porary workers and showed them
how to forge names on petitions
that got former Delaware Gov.
Pete Du Pont on the Texas GOP
presidential primary ballot.

‘‘He told us to kind of make the
signatures look a little different,””
Amy Charles of Houston, who will
enter the University of Texas in
the fall, testified Tuesday.

Her testimony backed Harris
County Assistant District Attor-
ney Casey O’Brien’s promise to
jurors that he would show that
consultant Rocky Mountain
staged a ‘‘forgery party’ after
honest efforts to collect the 5,000
needed signatures failed miser-
ably last December.

Mountain and his firm, South-
ern Political Consulting Inc., of
Houston, are each named in 64
counts alleging forgery of names
on Du Pont petitions. Du Pont has
denied any knowledge of any
forgeries. The Houston firm was
hired by several campaigns to
collect signatures.

Charles said she was among

nine temporary workers, paid
34350 an hour, who were sent to
Mdéuntain’s firm. She told jurors
they were instructed to go back to
Mountain’s office when the door-
to-door petition effort found little
success.

‘“‘OK, these people have
already agreed to sign,’”’ she re-
membered Mountain saying as
he passed out voter lists and
blank petition forms.

‘“‘Everybody was saying, ‘This
can’t be right.’ People were jok-
ing, saying, ‘This is how politics
must be run,””’ Charles said.

She also recalled Mountain tell-
ing the workers, ‘‘Don’t run home
and tell your parents. Let’s keep
this quiet.”’

Testimony Tuesday showed the
signatures included the names of
at least three dead people.

The company faces possible
fines of $10,000 per count for a
potential total of $640,000. Moun-
tain, 27, could be fined and sent to
jail for a year.

‘““He handed everybody a beer
and told them to drink up,”’
Charles said, adding that Moun-
tain instructed them to periodi-
cally swap pens.

She identified several names
she had signed to the petition.
Joe Bailey, Mountain’s lawyer,

attempted to counter Charles’ '

testimony about the beer by
asking, ‘“Hedidn’t bring a gun out
and point it at anybody’s head
and say drink up?”’

In response to a subsequent
Bailey question about the beer,
she said, ‘“Nobody was drinking
that much. He came back in the
room a couple of times and said,
‘Y’all aren’t drinking. Drink up.
It’s free beer.’ "’

In opening arguments, attor-
ney Charles Soechting, repre-
senting Southern Politican Con-
sulting, denied Mountain had
broken any laws, ‘‘although he
may be guilty of poor judgment
and stupidity.”’

Newspaper reports have said
Mountain’s firm also apparently
forged signatures on ballot peti-
tions submitted by GOP candi-
date Alexander Haig and Robert
Dole.

“The evidence is going to show
that Pat Robertson was probably
the only one that ran a good, clean
campaign,’’ Soechting said in
opening arguments.

Allsup’s robberies investigated

Pampa police are investigating
two early morning robberies at
Allsup’s convenience stores, and
one detective said they may have
been committed by the same man
wearing a different disguise.

According to reports filed by
Cpl. Danny Lance, a black man
wearing a black ski mask entered
the Allsup’s store at Foster Ave-
nue and Starkweather Street
brandishing an ice pick shortly

after 12:30 a.m. today and de-
manded money from the cash
register.

Lance said the man wore a
dark short-sleeve shirt and jeans
and fled west from the store.

Lance described the robber as
being about 5 feet, 7 inches tall
and weighing 140 to 150 pounds.

Three hours later, a black man
with a similar height and weight
description entered the Allsup’s

Pampa fireman in ICU

NACOGDOCHES — Pampa
firefighter W.D. Thomas re-
mained in guarded but stable
condition in Nacogdoches Memo-
rial Hospital’s intensive care unit
early today after emergency
surgery for a perforated stomach
ulcer Tuesday.

Thomas was in Nacogdoches
attending a code enforcement
seminar when he was taken to the
hospital for the emergency
surgery, said his wife, June

Thomas.

She was contacted by city per-
sonnel and flown to Shreveport
Tuesday, then taken to Nacog-
doches, a two-hour drive, to be
with her husband.

Mrs. Thomas said her husband
no longer needed life-support sys-
tems, but remained in the inten-
sive care unit of the hospital.

A portion of his stomach, gall
bladder and appendix were re-
moved in the operation, she said.

store at Faulkner and Wilks,
Lance said. This time, the culprit
was wearing a blue long-sleeve
shirt and a pillowcase with pink
flowers on it and holes cut in it to
see

The robber then waved a butch-
er knife at the store clerk and de-
manded money from the cash
register, fleeing out the rear of
the store.

At the request of Allsup’s offi-
cials, police refused to say how
much money was taken from
each location.

Police Sgt. Charlie Love, who is
investigating both incidents, said
the robber probably fled on foot in
both instances.

Love said that although the
thief’s clothing, weapon and dis-
guise changed between robber-
fes, it could be the same man.

‘““He changed clothes ... but the
physical match is close,”” Love
said. “‘I think maybe it is, but I
don’t really know.”

H oart

er granted such consent, he
added.

In fact, in letters and verbal
communications the district en-
gineer has noted the violations re-
garding angle parking on Hobart
and has requested that the city
take action to rectify the situa-
tion, Hart said.

In addition, the city’'s insurer
could decide, under policy res-
trictions, not to pay for claims
arising out of the angle parking
situation since the city, by its past
inaction, has failed to enforce the
prohibition, he noted.

Meaker said his inquiries indi-
cate the liability issue ‘‘is not as
dangerous as it seems,”’ except
for the insurance matter. He
agreed, though, that ‘‘it’s a prob-
lem”” and added that he doesn’t
want to put the commissioners or
city staff at a risk, especially
since the taxpayers would essen-
tially the ones paying any claims
granted in a lawsuit.

‘““We do need to do something in
that regard,”’ he stated.

Meaker, however, questioned
studies indicating angle parking
creates a serious safety hazard
on Hobart, citing a 1984 Hobart
commission report that showed
only six accidents in the study
period could be directly attri-
buted to angle parking.

Hart said he had reviewed the
cases the commission had stu-
died and found at least 28 acci-
dents that could be attributed,
directly or indirectly, to angle
parking. He said the commission

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

did not count those accidents, for
example, relating to accidents
resulting from vehicles turning
across the center line to an angle
parking spot or from rear-end
collisions in which one vehicle
stopped for another pulling out
from an angle parking spot and
then was struck by another vehi-
cle from behind.

Meaker also disputed studies
indicating Hobart should be cons-
idered a major arterial traffic
route, saying ‘‘what is the same
in one city is not necessarily the
same in another.” Hart, howev-
er, supported those studies,
saying that they involved cities
approximately the same size as
Pampa.

Commissioner Joe Reed, serv-
ing as mayor pro tempore in the
absence of Mayor David McDa-
niel, said ‘‘cancelling the agree-
ment (with the highway depart-
ment) will not take us off the
hdok’’ on liability matters, nor on
:ontinued violations of the angle
parking. He said until the city can
resolve the liability problem, he
did not see how the commission
could rescind its previous ac-
tions.

Responding to questions by
Meaker, Hart said the highway
department has agreed to con-
tinue to allow parking on the
street’s right of way. That will be
settled on a case-by-case basis
with businesses, he said, and may
permit some modified form of
angle parking to continue.

Agreeing that the liability issue
is serious, Meaker said that, in
spite of his past arguments, he at

least feels better having the high-
way department’s assurance to
consider permitting some angle
parking,

. Commissioner Richard Peet,
saying he has ‘“‘spoken out be-
fore’’ against the project because
of concerns about adverse im-
pacts on business, moved to res-
cind the two previous commis-
sion actions. But without any
second from the other commis-
sioners, the motion died and the
actions remained valid.

Regarding Hart’s request that
the city receive instruction on en-
forcing the prohibition against
angle parking, Peet said he can’t
understand why the staff ‘‘needs
instruction on something that has
been on the books for 31 years ...

‘“Let’s do the job you were
hired to do and enforce the law,”
he stated. .

However, Peet suggested that
the public should have time ‘‘to
adjust to this fact’’ and also re-
commended that the staff con-
tinue working with the highway
department to gain variances, if
possible.

‘“The sooner we can cover
ourselves, the better’’ for the
liability matters, he said.

Commissioner Ray Hupp sug-
gested the staff ‘‘should get with
the highway department as soon
as possible”’ to determine what is
permitted.

All commissioners approved
instructing the staff to proceed
with the enforcement, giving the
public sufficient notice of at least
60days, and to pursue seeking the
variances.

Skellytown elementary school
status under review by board

By DEE DEE LARAMORE
Staff Writer

WHITE DEER — A decision on
the fate of White Deer and Skelly-
town elementary schools was
postponed until the July 18 White
Deer school board meeting after
a lengthy discussion on the mat-
ter Monday night