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Pampa Firefighter Kelly Randall uses field glasses to watch a spectacular gas
pipeline fire which erupted southeast of Pampa late Saturday.

Gas pipeline explodes

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

A natural gas pipeline explosion
approximately 14 miles southeast of
Pampa Saturday night sent a fireball
hundreds of feet into the sky and
was visible as far away as Amarillo,
Stinnett and the Oklahoma state
line.

Through press ume it was unde-
termined if anyone was hurt or
killed in the explosion. A giant fire
that followed kept Pampa firefight-
ers and emergency responders more
than an eighth of a mile from the
actual blaze, due to extreme temper-
atures.

Ranchers with homes north of
Lefors reported the fire around 9
p.m.

The pipeline, which was
believed to be 32 inches in diame-
ter, 1s located 2 1/2 miles south of
Moody Farms on Hwy. 1474 and 1s
reportcdly owned by Westar Trans
mission.

Firefighters from Pampa moved
from their forward command post,
onc-eighth of a mile from the blaze,
1o haven, about a half-mile
from the fire, after heat and radia-
tion exposure became too intense at
the closer posiuon.

The roar of the fire, which was
deafening within a mile of the
pipeline and could be heard In
Lefors, also hampered verbal com
municaton
A traffic jam of sightseers rush-

cast on Hwy. 60 toward the
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Flames from the explo-
sion light the night sky.

explosion hampered emergency per
sonnel’s progress toward the firg
which had sull not been put out by
11 pm

Gas to the pipe
around 10:50 p.m: and firctighters
waited for residual gas in the pipe
to burn off before moving 1n 1o
inspect the damage and look for
casualtics

Police
from Grav and R«

was shut oft

and Sheriff’s De pnln S
vhoert sunt

joined troopers from the Ih'p.m
ment of Public Safety in attempuny

Lo stop tratfic into the area.

Roadblocks were set up at Hwy.
60 and Loop 171 after an esumated
200 cars were reported streaming
toward the fire as the first call was
heard over local police-band scan-
ners

Several private vehicles, which
had used back roads to elude police
roadblocks dnving within 100
teet ot the fire

“That 1s close enough to melt
the rubber on your car if you don't
hurry,” one firetighter noted. Extra
law cntforcement personnel were
directed into the area to help with
trathc control

Fircfighters said the growing
intensity of the fire shortly before
10 p.m. indicated the gas flow could
be increasing instead of burning off

Aimbulance Crews from
Rural/Metro AMT stood by a half

trom the fire awaiung word on

Emergency responders
<aid 1t would be unusual for anyone
to have been working on “the
pipeline at such an hour and that
any 1njur; r deaths would proba
bly have come from a vehicle pass-
at the tve of the explosion
Southwesicrn Public Service
that several homes
in Letors were without clectric ser
after the fire melted electric
wires near the explosion. Also with
out power were two feedyards near
the explosion, including Moody
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Four newcomers gain Le

By BETH MILLER
Staff Writer

LEFORS - Incumbent Mayor
Gene Gee retained his seat by a 2 o
1 margin in Saturday’s election,
defeating write-in  candidate
Leonard Cain, a former city council
man and mayor of Lefors

Gee received 155 votes to Cain’s
74 voltes, as 224 people in the own
of just under 900 turned out 1o cast
ballots in the City Council race

Two newcomers, Johnny
Woodard and Larry Fulton, ousted
the incumbents - Danny Gilbert and
Ron Turpen - to gain seats on the
Lefors City Council

Woodard received the highest
number of votes with 146. Fulton
brought in 127 votes. Others run
ning and totals are as follows
Turpen, 77, Kim Holden, 66; and
Gilbert, 42

In the

LLefors Independent

k]
Gee

School District Board of Trustee
race, Russell Bockmon and Mike
Steele VICLOrious in gaining
enough votes to win the two open
secats being vacated. Bockmon
rececived 167 and Steele

were

voles

Woodard

recerved 107 Others on the
ballot and their totals are Mike
Shedeck, 87; and Ron Turpen, 39
Following the election count Sat
urday evening, both Woodard and
Fulton said they would hike to thank

voles

MAY 6, 1990

e T e e R B e

LOCAIL

Voters defeat sales tax,
re-elect commissioners

By BEAR MILLS
and LARRY HOLLIS

A proposed half-cent sales tax o aid Pampa’s eco-
nomic development went down in defeat Saturday
when 56.1 percent of the 1,171 voters casting ballots
opposed the item.

In the City Commissicn race, incumbents Gary
Sutherland, Ward 2, and Jerry Wilson, Ward 4, were re-
elected without any opposition.

Sutherland- received 986 votes and Wilson gained
1,005 votes.

The sales tax issue was defeated 656 to S15, with
only Ward 2 approving the measure, 295-261.

Other ward totals were as follows: Ward 1, 141-89
against; Ward 3, 120-42 against; and Ward 4, 97-29
against.

Absentee votes were 60 to 37 in favor of the sales
lax.

City Manager Glen Hackler said he was surprised
and disappointed by the defeat because the sales tax
could have reduced other tax burdens in the future.

“I certainly respect the voice of the people, though,”
Hackler said. “We're already in a society that is over
overtaxed on the federal, state and, maybe 10 a certain
extent, the local level.”

Hackler said the vote is a clear indication of concern
over the burgeoning tax burden on many levels.

“Maybe we did not do a good enough job of com-
municating the positive effects that such a sales tax
would have on the community,” Hackler said.

He and several Pampa Areca Chamber of Commerce
officials expressed concern that Pampans are apparently
willing to travel to Amarillo and shop, paying that
city’s half-cent sales tax for economic development,

while refusing to promote economic development in
Pampa.

“To a certain extent, people may not understand that
Amarillo has the tax in place,” Hackler said. “It doesn’t
help that the state was considering a half-cent sales tax
that was vetoed by the governor the very week we were
having the election.”

He sad the outcome amounts to a vote by the citi-
zens of Pampa to pay for econpmic development on a
per-need basis rather than building up a “war chest.”

However, several prominent business people in
Pampa expressed concern Saturday that they are being
continually asked to support fund-raising efforts for
various development projects, such as last year’s unsuc-
cessful attempt at a state prnison, and it 1s time for other
ciuzens to help with economic development.

At the same ume, “[I think there are business people
that are concerned about every dollar and they’re con-
cerned about this tax,” Hackler said. “I respect that.

“This will not stop our economic development
efforts and our work with the chamber of commerce
and industnal foundation. We’ll just have to explore
other avenues,” he said.

Hackler said that he 1s concerned about Pampa’s
ability to remain competitve in economic development
concerns when Amarillo can build up $6 million dollars
a year and other area ciues can have up to a $1 million
a year.

“We need 1o keep Pampa on the map,” he added.

Mayor Richard Pect said he felt the failure to pass
the tax increase was not a result of lack of efforts to
educate those on the south side about the benefits of the
proposal.

Please see CITY, page 2.
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Pampa public school board
incumbent Dr. Keith Teague nar-
rowly defeated challenger Harold
Murray for the Place 1 scat during
Saturday’s election.

Teague captured 391 votes, 53.6
percent, compared to Murray, who
garnered 339 votes, or 46.4 percent

Neither Teague nor Murray
were available for comment Satur-
day evening

Incumbents Lonnie Richardson
and John Curry, board president,
both were unopposed and won easi
ly. Richardson collected S92 votes
and Curry received S82
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Area voters cast ballots for city, school board races; few upsets reported

By BETH MILLER
Staff Writer

Voters in area cities turned out to cast their ballots
Saturday in City Council and school board races, with

few upsets reported

Wheeler Mayor Wanda Herd retained her seat with
171 votes over challenger Louis Stas, who received 77
Ben Mathers, an incum
bent, Nancy Wilson and Wyvonne McDaniel, were
named to the City Council in a hotly-contested race

In Canadian, three people

Olin J. Weldon, 22 Tw

nexpired tenr

[
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ISD Board of Trustees w

Dukes, 93

173, Kathy Moms

City Council

207

Babcock, 17;

In the Miami school board contest, Charles Byrum

and Tom Henderson, both incumbents, retained their
seats, defeating two other challengers
Following is a complete list of the election results n
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Services tomorrow

WRIGHT, Garry Eugene — 2 p.m., Zion
Lutheran Church.

Obituaries

GARRY EUGENE WRIGHT

Garry Eugene wright,
71, died Friday, May 4,
1990. Services will be 2
p.m. Monday at Zion
Lutheran Church with the
Rev. Ant Hill, pastor, offi
ciating. Bunal will be in
Westlawn Cemetery in
Borger under the direction
of Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors

Mr. Wright was born
Oct. 7, 1918 at Junction
City, Ark. and moved to
Pampa in 1982 from
Austun. He marmnied Mable &&=
Harris on Sept. 7, 1940, in Pdnh‘mdl‘ He W()rkul t()r
Phillips Pipeline for 47 years before retiring in  1982.
He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church and a
veteran of the U.S. Navy in World War I1.

Survivors include his wife; one daughter, Eugenia
Morre of Houston; two brothers, James Elton Wrnight
of Austin and Robert Lee Wright of Earp, Calif.; one
granddaughter, Tammie Nicholas, and one great-
granddaughter, Mindy Lee Nicholas, both of Hous
ton.

The family requests memorials be to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society

JODIE EMERALD POOLE

Jodie Emerald Poole, 73, died Saturday, May. 5,
1990. Services will be 4 p.m. Tuesday at Carmichael-
Whatley Colonial Chapel with Rev. John C. Denton,
retired Bapust minister, officiating. He will be assist-
ed by Rev. Lyndon Glaesman, pastor of Calvary Bap-
tist Church. Bunial will be in Fairview Cemetery
under the direction ot Carmichael W hatley Funeral
Directors

Miss Poole was born Apnil 5, 1917, in Hutchison
County. She moved to Pampa in 1927 from Hutchi-
son County. She was a graduate of West Texas State
University and taught school in Miami and Canadian
for about 15 years. She was a member of Calvary
Bapust Church

Survivors include her twin sister, Jackie Poole,
and another sister, Gamet Poole, both of Pampa; two
nieces, Virginia Peck, of Torrance, Calif., and Jo Ann
Shackelford of Pampa; three great-nieces and one
great-nephew

MARY F. KING

SHAMROCK - Mary F. King, 77, died Thursday,
May 3, 1990. Services will be 2 p.m. today at the
Church of Christ with Don Perry, minister, officiat-
ing. Bunal will be in Dozier Cemeiery by Richerson
Funeral Home of Shamrock

Mrs. King was born in Archer County. She moved
to Dozier in 1921. She marned Bill King in 1929 at
Sayre, Okla. She moved to Shamrock in 1974, She
was a member of the Church of Chnist. She and her
husband participated in fiddling contests and they
produced the old fiddlers contests in Texas, Okla
homa and New Mexico. He died on January 2 of this
year

Survivors include two sons, Bill King Jr. of
Pampa and Bobby King of Birmingham, Ala.; five,
sisters, Julia Morrison of Greenville, Evelyn
Bollinger of Chowchilla, Calif., Elinor Kilcrease and
Hild DeWitt, both of Madera Calif., and Britt Haz
zard of Lapine, Ore.; one grandson; and numerous
nieces and nephews

Court report

GRAY COUNTY COURT
Michael Keith Sebo was fined $50 and received
deferred adjudication of one month probation on a

;m«hnu charge, appealed from Precinct 1 Jusuce of
the » Court

'\n uMcr was filed to return $115 in bond money
paid by Michael Keith Sebo to the Gray County
Adult Probation Department

Edward Leon Sharp was fined $300 and received
two years probation on a driving while intoxicated

1victuon

\ theft by check charge was dismissed against
Jack Shaw because the defendant was sentenced to
four years in the Texas Department of Corrections on

A 10 Hutchir ™
AW 27 1 uwe nnndon County

Motions were filed to revoke the probations of
Raul Romero Mendoza and Richard Allen Arm
Stron

Marriage licenses
i ngram and Snciia Jcar CADCLLCT
James Edward Kerr and Katherine Denise

hompson
Michael Dean Williams and Connie Sue Huff
Divorces
James Carrol Williams and Kim Christine
Williams
Vi ku‘ .’\.h Pi NCE
Darlene Adamson and Arthur Adamson
Kenneth Edward Neal and Sylvia Jean Neal
Kimberly Kay Dyer and Brent Wayne Dyer
Chnsta Barker Lance and Danny Charles Lance
Diana Lynn McCook and David Charles McCook

[.inda Lorraine Boren and Chanle

and Darvin Wayne Pence

s David Boren

Hospital
CORONADO Pampa
HOSPITAL Joe Graves, Pampa
Admissions Vivian Hunter,
Doris Davis, Pampa Clarendon
Thelma Fick, Pémpa Youel Knutson, Skel-
William Lister, lytown
Pampa James McCann,
Kenda Maddox, Pampa
Pampa Lisa Mynear and baby
Joan Nail, Pampa boy, Pampa
Edna Ray, Pampa Elmer Mytryk, Pampa
Carolyn Rucker, Merle Willard
Pampa Nichols, Pampa
Billie Jack Thacker, Paula Puckett, Pampa
Lefors Garry Wright, Pampa
Dismissals

SHAMROCK
HOSPITAL
Not available

Jimmie Corbeil,
White Deer

Jerrie Douglas,

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing incidents during the 32-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

FRIDAY, May 4

Police reported domestic violence in the 300
block of South Houston and a forgery in connection
with a domestic dispute in the city.

Tommy Winborne, 446 Hill, reported burglary of

a motor vehicle at the residence.

Bertha Carter, 537 Oklahoma, reported criminal
mischief at the residence.
Pampa High School reported a burglary at the

campus.

A juvenile reported burglary of a motor vehicle at

the Pampa High School parking lot.

Rhonda Jean Snow, 609 Red Deer, reported a

theft at the residence.

Culberson Stowers, 905 N. Hobart, reported crim-
inal mischiet at the business.
Rhonda Lynn Rains, 1337 Williston, reported

criminal mischief at the residence.

SATURDAY, May 5§
Bruce Glen Courtney, 1425 Williston, reported

criminal mischief at the residence.

Jarvis Johnson, 1433 Williston, reported criminal

mischief at the residence.

Jim Eubanks, 924 S. Wells, reported criminal mis-

chief at the residence.

Arrests
FRIDAY, May 4
George Authur Brown, 63, 1804 Hamilton, was

arrested at Kentucky and Hobart on charges of driv-

ing while intoxicated and failure to maintain a single
lane. He was released on bond.
Jesse Lofton, 54, 912 S. Clark, was arrested at

641 S. Cuyler on a charge of public intoxication.

Minor accidents

The Pampa Police Department reported no acci-

dents during the 32-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

Calendar of events

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Overeaters Anonymous meets Mondays at 7 p.m.
at Bnarwood Church, 1800 W. Harvester Ave.
PAMPA BRIDGE CLUB
Pampa Bridge Club meets on Mondays at 6:45
p.m. in room 11 at Clarendon College, Pampa Cen-
ter. To arrange for a partner call Ethel Clay at 669-
9513
MIHIA TAKING APPLICATIONS
The Maternal Infant Health Improvement Act
project sponsored by the Texas Department of Health
and the Texas Tech Health Science Cénter of Amaril-
lo will be in Pampa from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
May 7, taking applications from pregnant women for
financial assistance for prenatal care at the Hughes
Building, Suite 100. For more information call 1
800-237-0167
TRI-COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB
I'mi-County Democrat Club will mmet on May 7
at 7 p.m. in the Energas Flame Room, 220 N. Ballard
for a covered dish dinner and meeting. The public is
invited
MYASTHENIA GRAVIS AWARENESS
WEEK
Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week is May 6-12.
Free clinics are being offered in Lubbock on June 15
and in Amarillo on July 27-28. For more information
contact Betty Johnston 665-3858
FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING
A free skin cancer screening is being offered on
Saturday, May 12 at the Harrington Cancer Center in
Amarillo from 9 am. to 3 p.m

Ambulance

Rural/Metro-American Medical Transport
Paramedic Service had a total of 27 calls for the peri
od of April 27 through May 3. Of those calls, 18
were emergency responses and nine were of a non
emergency nature

Emergency numbers

Pampa doctor indicted on felony
theft charge in Limestone County

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

A Pampa physician has been
indicted on felony charges of dou-
ble-mortgaging cattle in Limestone
County, the District Attorney in that
county has confirmed.

Don Cantrell, district and county
aitomey in Groesbeck, said Dr. John
H. Focke, who now practices gener-
al medicine in Pampa, was indicted
by a Limestone County grand jury
several weeks ago on felony charges
stemming from documents filed by
Coolidge Bank in Coolidge.

“It was cattle that were mort-
gaged at one bank and then at
another, which is a felony because it
was over $750,” Cantrell said dur-
ing a telephone interview.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE '

L]
City

He said the two wards in the
south part of town historically have
a record of lower voter turnouts,
“not participating as heavily as we’d
like. Those who might have favored
it just didn’t get out and vote,”
whereas those who opposed it
“obviously got out and voted,” not
just those in the southern wards but
also, perhaps, those in the two north
wards. |

Jim "Morris, chamber president,
said, “This is going to mean, obvi-
ously, that the people aren’t going to
want to do it with a tax,” referring
to economic development.

“The job’s sull there to be done”
with adding jobs and bringing new
business to the city, he said.

“So we’ll just have to look and
see how we can finance it,” he
added. “We can’t do it without some
financing some way.”

Morris said efforts were made to
make speakers available to any
group of citizens that wanted to hear
about the tax proposal, including the
senior citizens centers, in trying to
get the message across. “Maybe we
did play it too low key, though” he
said.

“We felt that, of course, our

City briefs

He said Focke had been made
aware of the charges and had put up
a bond in Pampa. Cantrell also said
around $30,000 was involved in the
double-mortgaging indictment.

“He is atterapting to make resti-
tution, so we will make a decision
later whether or not to go to trial,”
Cantrell said. “We have not reached
an agreement or a time limit (for
making restitution).”

Focke had practiced medicine in
Mexia, which is also in Limestone
County, and Cantrell said the
charges stemmed from when Focke
lived there.

After moving to Pampa, Focke
was barred from practicing
medicine at Coronado Hospital.
However, reasons for that decision
by the hospital board were not made

community knows that we’re com-
peting against towns that already
have this tax,” with another 40 or 50
that also voted on the proposal in
Sawrday’s elections throughout the
state.

Delmar “Red” McNatt, who
took over the post of chamber man-
ager only last month, acknowledged
it was a little frustrating to see the
first major project he has taken part
in go down to defeat.

“We're trying to get enough
money to get jobs in here, and the
people just didn’t understand that,”
he said.

“We’re just going to have to
come back and do it again,” McNatt
said. Especially with the number of
other communities who will be able
to use the tunds generated by the
sales tax increase, he added.

He noted that Amarillo has $6
1/2 million dollars in its economic
development fund, while Pampa has
$6,500. “You can tell how good
we're going to be competing with
them.”

He said that there were even
business people that perhaps didn’t
understand the advantage of having
a pool of funds to use in trying to
get new jobs in the city, noting that
apparently even some people in the
chamber didn’t get out and support

public.

By law, since Coronado Hospnal
is a private business, it is not com-
pelled 1o make public why it does
not allow a physician to practice
there.

Focke said Saturday the charges
in Limestone County stem from
bankruptcy problems with a clinic
he practiced at in Mexia.

“I’ve been in communication
with Mr. Cantrell and everything is
taken care of,” Focke said. “I'm
working things out with him.”

Focke also threatened to sue The
Pampa News for printing his indict-
ment. He accused the paper of tak-
ing part in a smear campaign against
him that, he said, included his being
barred from practicing at Coronado
Hospital.

the proposal.

“The big losers in this deal are
the people who either don’t have
jobs or don’t have good enough
jobs to support their families.
Those are the people who stood to
gain the most,” he said.

“It never cauzit on,” *AcNatt
said. “It just never caught fire. For
some reason or another, we didn’t
build any excitement in the people,
and obviously didn’t do a good
enough job of explaining it to
them.”

But the chamber will go
“straight ahead, the job still has to
be done, we still have to get jobs
for the community. We can’t just
act like a bunch of turtles and stick

our heads in the shell and forget
about it,” McNatt stated.

Cﬁmestoppers

- bb8-2222

Eieme
riesS Ambulance 911
Crime Stoppers 669-2222
he Pampa Fire Department reported no calls Energas 665-5777
furing the hour period ending at 3 p.m. Saturday Fire 911
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BRICK REPAIR. If your home
has brick that need repair Call
Harley Knutson 665-4237. Adv.

STEVE & Stars Body Toners
(passive exercise tables). Monday 5
p.m. Tuesday-Saturday 7 a.m.-9
p.m. 701 N. Hobart, 665-8958. Adv.

ANNUAL CITY Wide Rabies
Clinic. Rabies and other vaccina-
tions given at reduced prices. Dogs,
Friday and Saturday. Cats, Monday.
Given at all 4 Pampa veterinary
offices. Adv.

BEAUTY SHOP to rent, much
traffic, 3 stations, 5 dryers. Let's
talk. 669-2971, 669-9879. Adv.

NEW SHIPMENT of bedding
plants. 6 pack 99¢. Sale goes thru
Sunday. Watsons Feed & Garden
665-4189. Adv.

MRS. WILLINGHAM benefit
Band Jam, barbeque and auction.
Sunday at City Limits. Adv.

LEARN TO Paint the Bob Ross
Wet on Wet technique. Classes May
9, 10, 16, 9:30-4 p.m. at the Hobby
Shop. Taught by Mary Cook, limited
space. Adv

ICEBOX WITH icemaker for
sale. 669-6064. Adv.

PAMPA HIGH School Choir will
be performing at the Club Biarritz.
Tuesday May the 8th. Dinner at 6
p.m. Show at 7:00 p.m. Prime Rib or
Chicken Cordon Bleu dinner. $11.
For reservations call 669-2737. Adv.

SEEKING CHRISTIAN woman,
non-smoker, to keep infant in your
home or ours. Must have excellent
references. Call 665-7927 after 5.
Adv.

SUNDAY LUNCH Buffet, Coro-
nado Inn, 11-2 p.m. Best in town!
Adv.

GET YOUR Summer tan now.
May specials and other in-salon spe-
cials. Terrific Tom, 665-7381. Adv

NEW STORE open for Business.
Come 1n and take advantage of
opening sale prices. Southwest Art
Gallery, 2133 N. Hobart, Pampa.
Featuring fine art by Grant Johnson.
Adv.

HAVE YOUR Cookie and Get
Thin Too! Phoenix High Fiber low
fat cookies, taste great, good for
you! All Natural. Substitute 2 meals
a day with your cookie, lose 7
pounds in 1 week. 835-2826. Adv.

MEALS on WHEELS

669-1007, P.O. Box 939 Adyv.

BY PMOPULAR demand - Interna-
tional Male Revue will be at the
Party Zone May 10th. Advance tick-
ets $6. $7.50 at the door. No mem-
bership required. For reservations
665-7366. Adv.

PHOENIX DIET Fiber cookie.
Excellent weight loss. Call us first
for the lowest price in town. Case
lots available. Free delivery. 669-
0133 or 665-3117. Adv.

PAMPA NEWS Stand 114 N.
Russell, "Pampa’s Oldest News
Stand". Books, Magazines, Newspa-
pers. Try us first! Adv.

WE ARE proud to announce that
Damon Cox will be starting a trans-
mission and rebuilding Specialty
Line at the Pampa Auto Center. If
you have transmission problems
give us a call or come by 126 S.
Houston. Adyv.

MICHAEL D. Vaclav D.D.S. Inc.
is pleased to announce that he has
assumed the practice of Roy F.
Braswell D.D.S. Old and new
patients welcome. 8-5, Monday-Fri-
day, 1700 Duncan, 665-8448. Adyv.

PROM JEWELRY 50% off at
VJ.'s, Pampa Mall. Adv

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Sunny and warmer today with a
high in the upper 70s. Tonight fair
and cool with a low around 50.
Monday, sunny and warmer with a
high in the upper 80s.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas — Generally partly
cloudy through Monday. Highs
today in the 70s except approaching
90 along the Big Bend. Lows
tonight upper 40s Far West, lower
to mid 50s elsewhere. Highs Mon-
day in the 80s

North Texas — Partly cloudy and
warmer today through Monday.
Highs today 76 to 79. Lows tonight
48 to 55. Highs Monday 82 to 85

South Texas — Cloudy with scat
tered showers mainly extreme south
through Monday. Lows from the
mid 40s Hill Country to the low 60s
extreme south. Highs today mid 70s
south to near 80 north. Highs Mon
day near 80

EXTENDED FORECAST

Tuesday-Thursday

West Texas Panhandle, a
chance of thunderstorms each day
with a cooling trend. Highs lower
80s Tuesday cooling to near 70
Thursday. Lows around 50. South
Plains, a chance of thunderstorms
each day with a cooling trend
Highs lower 80s Tuesday cooling to
mid 70s Thursday. Lows in the mid
50s. Permian Basin-ConchoPecos
Valley, a chance of thunderstorms
each day, otherwise generally dry

Highs in the lower 80s. Lows mid
50s to lower 60s. Far West Texas,
dry and mild. Highs in the 80s.
Lows in the 50s. Big Bend, a
chance of afternoon and evening
thunderstorms, otherwise dry and
mild. Mountains, high mid 70s to
lower 80s. Lows in the 40s. Low-
lands, highs near 90. Lows around
60.

North Texas — West, increasing
clouds and mild Tuesday. Chance of
rain Wednesday and Thursday. A
little cooler Thursday. Overnight
lows around 60 Tuesday moming,
in the mid 60s Wednesday moming,
and in the mid to upper 50s Thurs-
day moming. Highs in the low to
mid 80s Tuesday, in the mid to
upper 70s Wednesday, and upper
60s Thursday. Central, increasing
clouds and mild Tuesday. Chance of
rain Wednesday and Thursday. A
little cooler Thursday. Overnight
lows around 60 Tuesday moming,
in the mid 60s Wednesday moming,
and in the mid to upper 50s Thurs
day moming. Daytime highs in the
low to mid 80s Tuesday and
Wednesday, and in the mid to upper
70s Thursday. East, mostly fair and
mild Tuesday. Increasing clouds
Wednesday with a chance of rain
late Wednesday into Thursday. A
little cooler Thursday. Overnight
lows in the mid to upper 50s Tues-
day, and in the low to mid 60s
Wednesday and Thursday. Daytime
highs in the low to mid 80s Tuesday
and Wednesday, and in the mid to
upper 70s Thursday

South Texas — Hill Country and

South Central Texas, cloudy to part-
ly cloudy with a chance of showers
and thunderstorms each day. Lows
in the 60s with highs in the 80s.
[exas Coastal Bend, cloudy to part-
ly cloudy. A chance of showers
Tuesday and Wednesday. Lows in
the 60s, near 70 immediate coast.
Highs in the 80s, 70s immediate
coast. Lower Texas Rio Grande Val-
ley and plains, cloudy to partly
cloudy. A chance of showers Tues-
day and Wednesday. Lows in the
60s, near 70 immediate coast. Highs
in the 80s except 70s immediate
coast and near 90 along the Rio
Grande. Southeast Texas and the
upper Texas coast, cloudy to partly
cloudy with a chance of showers
and thunderstorms each day. Lows
in the 60s. Highs in the 80s except
70s immediate coast.
BORDER STATES

Oklahoma — Sunny and warmer
today. Fair tonight. Sunny, windy
and warmer on Monday. Highs
today upper 70s to lower 80s. Lows
tonight in the 50s. Highs Monday
mid 80s to around 90

New Mexico — Partly cloudy
and warmer- southwest today
through Monday with isolated after-
noon and evening showers and
thundershowers. Partly cloudy
south. Sunny and warmer days, fair
and warmer nights elsewhere.
Becoming partly cloudy east Mon-
day. Highs today low 70s mountains
to near 90 southeast. Lows tonight
mid 30s mountains to near 60 south.
Highs Monday mid 70s mountains
to low 90s south
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(Staff photo by Dee Dee Laramore)

Betty Rohlander, second from left, representing the Pampa High School Class
of 1947, presents a check for $300 to Class of ‘44 member John McKinley, cen-
ter as his classmates, Margie Moore, far left, and Julia Dawkins, far right, look

High school landscaping project
still far short of $35,000 goal

Pampa’s Class of 44 is slowly
making its way towards funding an
extensive landscaping project at
Pampa High School to be completed
in time for the building’s 50th
anniversary next year.

By late Friday, a total of $7,340
in donations from 39 donors had
been applied towards the goal of
$35,000.

Class members are contacting

huuno«uu and :n\!:l'lr‘n'\'( anl the

Classes of 1942 to 1975 have been
sent letters asking for donations to
the project, according to organizers
of the project. The Class of 47 was
the first graduating class to respond
with a donation of $300 presented
Friday.

Some of the classes having
reunions this year are planning to
give any left over money to the PHS
Landscape Project, said Julia
Dawkins of the Class of ‘44, while
others are planning to give a dona-

tion from funds left from previous

reunions.
Money raising projects are also

being planned by the PHS Student
Council and Wal Mart, she said.
Pledges totaling $5,500 have also
been received, she added.

Class of ‘44 members are hoping
to start the planting this fall, com-
pleting the project in the spring of
1991 in time for the present high
school’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion.

The school opened in the fall of
1941 with a barren campus which is
virtually unchanged from what it is
today, said Dawkins. The landscap-
ing was never completed, she said,
probably because of the country
becoming involved in World War I
immediately after the school
opened.

“People take great pride in beau-
tiful butldings with landscapes and
it is our desire o give the commuri-
ty something they will be proud of
for years to come,” Dawkins said
“The current students have
expressed a real desire to have their
school landscaped. We have the
approval of the Pampa School

Board and funds havé been allocat-
ed for a watering system and other
maintenance.”

Class of ‘44 members will work
together with other graduate classes
and the PHS Student Council to
help raise funds for the landscaping
project.

“We sincerely hope that all local
businesses, clubs, organizations, as
well as individuals will help with a
donation,” Dawkins said

Anyone wishing to make a tax
deducuble donation to the project,
may send the donation made
payable to “PHS Landscape Pro-
ject” to PHS Landscape Project, %
Mrs. Julia Dawkins, P.O. Box 165,
Pampa, 79065. Or the donation may
be given 10 a project worker.

For addiuonal information con-
tact John P. McKinley (Engine Parts
& Supply) - 669-3305, J.C.Hopkins
(Roberta’s) - 669-3309. Archie
Maness (Archie’s Aluminum Fab) -
665-8766, Juhia Dawkins - 669-
6600, or Margie Moore - 665-5625.

Salvation Army starts fundraising campaign
to send 52 local youths to Camp Hoblitzelle

B.J. is eight years old and wants
to go to The Salvation Army’s
weeklong summer camp this year
because he’s never been

B.J. goes to Lamar Elementary
School and has two sisters. He
enjoys swimming and said his
favorite part of school 1s “recess.”
He lives with his grandma and
grandpa and his dad, who 1s a para
plegic

The summer camp Camp
Hoblitzelle — cost $100 per child
and there are 52 who want to go
from Pampa this year, said Lt. Don
ald Wildish with The Salvation
Army at Pampa

Last year children from
Pampa were able to go to the sum
mer camp. This year there are 15

8 children of the 52 who have not
attended the camp near Midlothian.

45

The boys will go to the summer
camp July 28-Aug. 4. The younger
girls (first-fifth grades) go from
July 23-28 and the older girls (sixth
grade through high school) will
attend June 25-July 2

I'he camp provides a swimming
pool, canoes, paddle boats, Bible
classes and archery. It also has ten
nis courts, basketball, softball, hik
ing trails and music classes

At night, the
around campfires for singing

youth gather
They

B.J.

also raise the flag each morning
before breakfast and als«
emony for the flag lowenng

The staff is composed of high
school and college students from
across the state who have been
strictly screened. Lt. Wildish and his
wife, Lt. Helene Wildish will both
be on the staff as camp directors and
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Police show photograph of arrested man

to survivors of bowling alley mussacre

LAS CRUCES (AP) - Police
were showing a photograph of a
man arrested for investigation of
parole violation to survivors of a
Feb. 10 bowling alley massacre and
to other witnesses, Capt. Fred
Rubio said

Roger Ramirez, 31,
Tuesday on a 1986 charge of fail
ing to report to a parole officer
police said. He had been paroled
alter serving tume
degree murder

Rubio photographs of
Ramirez arrived Friday, but the
captain said there were discrepan
ciés that may cast doubt on any
connection to the case. He declined
to elaborate

was arrested

for second

said

He said survivors and witnesses
were being shown the photograph
mixed among 30 or 40 other pic
tures. No results were released

Ramirez was arrested at his par
ents’ south Albuquerque home

after Sandoval County sheriff’s
deputies received a tip about his

whereabouts from someone who
saw ‘‘Unsolved Mysteries'” on
NBC-TV, Shenff Bert Del.ara said

The show carried a brnief segment
last month on the killings of a man
and three children at Las Cruces
Bowl. Three other victims survived
gunshot wounds

Delara said Ramirez’s face
tattoos resembled a descrip
tion given by Las Cruces police
Sheriff’'s Lt. Steve Reynolds said
the description mentioned a tattoo
of a woman on the left forearm. He
said Ramirez had a tattoo of a
female on his right forearm and
another on his left upper arm.

Del.ara speculated that
deputies — instead of deputies in
Bernalillo County, which includes
Albuquerque — may have received
the tip because Sandoval County
sheniff's headquarters is in the city
of Bernalillo

and
SOme

his

[o go to the camp, the children
must be affilhiated with Salvation
Army youth acuvities

Lt. Wildish said that in or o
provide atl 52
oppo 0 gO 10 the camp this
summer, additional donated funds
are necded

D i d
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tunity

Anyone who, wants to donate
money for the cause can send
money, designating it for the sum

mer camp children, to The Salvaton
Army, 701 S. Cuyler, Pampa, Texas,

79065

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

Congressman Bill Sarpalius, D-
Amarillo, said Saturday that com-
ments made by Vice President Dan
Quayle against him in Amarillo last
week prove the freshman representa-
tive is not afraid to stand up for his
““““ even in the face of
heavy opposition.

Sarpalius, appearing at the Better
Living Show at the Pampa Mall,
responded to remarks the vice presi-
dent made while stumping for
Republican challenger State Rep.
Dick Waterfield of Canadian.

Quayle had dressed down Sarpal-
wus in the media for suggesting First
Lady Barbara Bush might in fact be
supporting him over Waterfield and
for criticizing the president’s Lithua-
nian policy.

Sarpalius said it was “unfortu-
nate” the national Republican party
was trying to influence the
congressional race by sending Sen.
Phil Gramm and Quayle to the area
to campaign for Waterfield.

However, Sarpalius did not rule
out the possibility of Democratic
Senator Lloyd Bentsen campaigning
for him.

“Lloyd Bentsen will probably
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Sarpalius responds to remarks
made by Vice President Quayle

come into this district,” Sarpalius
conceded. “But we're not basing
our campaign on it.”

“This is a targeted race for the
Republican party and the vice presi-
dent is a spokesman for the Repub-
lican party,” said Sarpalius. “I’ve
made it very clear I will not be con-
gressman who is interested in repre-
senting only Lhe administration like
my opponent is.”

Sarpalius said he has been criti-
cal of George Bush because his pro-
posed federal budget “hurts this dis-
trict drastically” and because the
President has not, in Sarpalius’
opinion, represented the “basic
American stand” of supporting
democracy in the Lithuanian strug-
gle for independence from the Sovi-
et Union.

“As a member of Congress, my
Job is to be a representative of the
people in my district and there are
issues we’ve been very vocal on
such as Lithuania,” Sarpalius said.

He added, “We feel very strong-
ly that as they turn to the United
States, not for money or for ships -
the only thing they want is to-be
recognized as a free and indepen-
dent country and as a country that
represents democracy. I think we
should give them that recognition.”

Sarpalius termed Lithuania a
strong economic country that
“wants the freedom of religion, the
freedom of press and the freedom of
speech that we have.”

He condemned Bush’s federal
budget proposal as being so weak
“they couldn’t find one single
Republican o offer the President’s
budget on the floor last week.”

Sarpalius said the President’s
budget would have forced the clos-
ing of many rural hospitals and
severely hurt Panhandle farmers.

He condemned Republicans for
categorizing all Democrats as liber-
al, himself included, and said he
had a 61 percent record for voting
with the president and an 81 percent
conservative voting record.

“Beau Boulter (the former 13th
District Congressman and a Repub-
lican) had an 82 percent conserva-
uve record,” Sarpalius said, “so our
voting record has been very conser-
vative. We have voted on the things
that are important to the people in
this district.

“That is the clear difference
between me and my opponent. Dick
Waterfield wants to be a representa-
tive of the President. We want to be
representative of the people of the
13th District.”

Boulter: Oil prices key to healthy economy

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

With o1l prices a key ingredient
in a healthy Panhandle economy,
former Congressman Beau Boulter,
R-Amanillo, said his election to the
state Railroad Commission should
be a top priority to residents of the
region.

The Railroad Commission regu-
lates the o1l and gas and trucking
industry 1n the state.

Boulter was in Pampa to cam-
paign at the Better Living Show at
the Pampa Mall.

Kidnapped toddler

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) - A
toddler from Orangefield, Texas,
was returned to her home Friday
while authorities prepared to extra-
dite her alleged kidnappers 1o Texas.

Roy Vincent, 32, and Tania Vin-
cent, 30, of Orange County near the
Louisiana border, were ordered held
Friday in the Jefferson County Jail
pending extradition to Texas. They
face fedcral and state kidnapping
charges.

The couple was arrested Thurs-
day after allegedly taking 20-month-
old Tamisha Griffey from her home
and taking her to Birmingham with-
out permission

T'he couple, believed to be
friends of the toddler’s family, farled
to return from what was supposed to
be an overnight trip to Louisiana
last weekend, said the girl’s grand-
mother LaDonna Laughlin.

After discovering that telephone
numbers left by the couple were fic-
titious, the girl’s mother, Sherry
Gniiey, and Ms. Laughiin contacted
authorities late Monday and kidnap
ping charges were filed.

Hot, tender, golden Fried Pies FREE with every order
| FREE Pie with dinner boxes; 3 FREE Pies with 9 piece
chicken or 9 pwu‘ dinners; 4 FREE Pies with
15 or 21 piece chicken or dinners

Kentucky Fried Chicken
1501 N. Hobart » 665-2641 * Pampa, Tx.

& Ernest Goes

% To Jail
& The First Power (®)
B Guardian (R)

Sunday Matinee 2:00 p.m. ¥
& Adm. *2”-Open Every Night 3

“What I tell people is that the
Railroad Commission, more than
any other state agency, can get the
Texas economy on track and keep it
on track,” Boulter said.

Boulter said he was key in help-
ing President George Bush with a
national energy report that will be
released late this year.

“The report includes some very
important exploration and drilling
incentives that our producers need
and that mean a lot to the Panhan-
dle,” Boulter said.

“I want everybody in the Pan-
handle to know I need them and

returned to home

Birmingham police arrested the
Vincents after spotting the couple’s
car at a motel. Orange County
invesugators alerted police in sever
al Alabama cities about the case
after the Vincents made a collect
call to Ms. Gnffey Wednesday
night and told her they would bring
Tamisha home if she dropped the
kidnapping charges.

Ms. Griffey and Ms. Laughlin

flew to Birmingham and were

reunited with Tamisha Thursday.
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they can count on me to work with
the President and the Department of
Energy to help build a national
energy strategy so it includes Texas’
interests.”

Boulter also said of the Panhan-
dle, “We have a lot of gas up here.
The Texas Railroad Commission
can play a very important role in
marketing this gas, not only by
helping to develop new markets, but
also ... to help develop marketing
strategies for our producers. We’'ve
not ever done that before.”

Referring to intrastate trucking
rates, Boutler said he i1s committed
to reducing them so it is not cheaper
to haul from a city in Oklahoma to
Pampa than it is from Amarillo to
Pampa, which he said is currently
the case

“We have got to be competitive
with the interstate trucking rates,”
he said. “I can do more for our area

of the state on the Railroad Com-
mission than in any other position 1
can think of.”
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Viewpoints

The Pawpa News.

EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to
our readers so that they can better promote and preserve their
own freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only
when man understands freedom and is free to control himseif
and all he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a
political grant from government, and that men have the right
to take moral action to preserve their life and property for
themselves and others.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment

Louise Fletcher Larry D. Hollis

Publisher

Managing Editor -

R

Opinion
Gorbachev could

use some nudging

Now is the time for President Bush to act on Lithuania. The
Soviet Union has stopped shipping oil to Lithuania, effectively
declaring economic war against the independent country. Bush can-
not take any military: moves against Moscow, nor should he want to.

But Bush should recognize the government of Lithuanian Presi-
dent Vytautis Landbergis, exchange ambassadors, and offer to sell
Lithuania oil, or anything else the Soviets withhold, at market
prices.

Until now Bush has acted timidly on Lithuania, even though the
United States has never recognized the illegal 1940 Soviet annexa-
tion of Lithuania and its brother Baltic republics, Latvia and Esto-
nia. He said he doesn’t want another situation like Hungary in 1956,
in which the United States promised aid for a revolt, then failed to
deliver arms when the revolt occurred.

But this is a false analogy. The true analogy is with the Berlin
Airlift in 1948. In that case, the Soviets cut off supplies to free West
Berlin, and the United States flew in such supplies. No shots were
fired.

The Soviet navy could stop oil tankers from docking in Lithua-
nia, of course. But Bush has another card up his sleeve. The Soviet
economy is in a shambles and getting worse.

For the first time since Stalin’s regime, the Soviet Union faces
massive famine. Its transportation system has partly broken dowii.
Perestroika has lowered the people’s condition, not improved it.

To deal with this, in May Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev
plans to institute sweeping economic reforms. The Council of Min-
isters recently issued a decree “on preparation of the documents
necessary for transition to the market economy system. - n\\\ndlllg
10 Mikhail Be rger, economic observer of /zvestia (formerly a vio-
lently Marxist-Leninist propaganda organ), “the list of documents
that the council commissioned reconfirms the government’s inten-
tion to move toward a market economy.”

The last thing Gorbachev needs is to shed blood in Lithuania’s
streets. Such an action would bring about the cancellation of the
Western credits and assistance he so desperately needs. So, again,
now is the time for Bush to pressure, in a nonviolent way, Gor-
bachev to let Lithuania go.

If Gorbachev truly does bring about a “market economy system
in May, his April sanctions against Lithuania will have to be
revoked. A market economy means that Lithuania would have pri-
vate refineries, which could buy oil from a private Soviet oil com-
pany, or from any other oil company. So Gorbachev cannot have it
both ways. Either he will institute a “market economy system” and
let Lithuania go, or he will keep Marxism-Leninism, order a mas-
sacre in Lithuania, and starve thousands, perhaps millions, of Soviet
ciuzens

The best way Bush can help Gorbachev, Lithuania and all Soviet
citizens is not to remain silent, but to nudge Gorbachev by recogniz-
ing Lithuania’s independence.
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Congress and other insanities

How about a succulent orange? Too expensive?
What about some milk? Same thing.

Why is this? Here’'re some answers: Since
1985, Congress has enforced regulations requiring
the destruction (or use as cattle feed) of three-bil-
lion oranges, two billion lemons and hundreds of
million pounds of other crops. They’ve paid dairy
farmers to slaughter 1.6 million dairy cows. For
this insanity, consumers are hit with $280 billion in
taxes and higher food costs.

Congress achieves this through marketing
orders which drive up food prices and win farm
voles.

In the early ‘80s, the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) planned to conduct a study to bring anti-
trust charges against these monopolistic practices.
The farm lobby caught wind of it and descended on
Washington. Congress ordered the FTC to desist
from any inquiry into marketing orders and agricul-
tural collusion. Any FTC commissioner who dis-
obeyed would be charged with a crime.

Rep. Dick Armey, R-Texas, one of the few
decent congressmen, has called for an end to these
wasteful and disgraceful practices. Guided by
Armey’s Axiom, “The market is rational: the gov-
ernment is dumb,” Armey wants to see an end o
government involvement in farming. But he’s
whistling “Dixie.” The farm lobby gives a lot of
money to congressmen.

Let’s look at the next insanity. Ask yourself:
Under what conditions would people build or plant
crops in the path of recurrent natural disasters ke

Walter
Williams

hurricanes and floods? Go to the front of the class
if you said, “If it didn’t cost much whenever
disaster struck.”

The next question is: What makes disasters cost
less? The answer is federal disaster relief programs
and subsidized insurance. These programs encour-
age people to plant crops in flood-prone areas and
build houses in the path of recurrent hurricanes.

We witnessed some effects of subsidies in the
recent Charleston hurricane. Property destruction
was higher because insurance encouraged construc-
tion of homes in disaster prone areas. I don’t have
anything against people taking any risk they wish.
But let them go to Lloyd’s of London for the insur-
ance. Lloyd’s will insure against anything for the
right premium.

Yet another insanity from our grab bag; watch
out for this one. President Bush plans to save the
environment by having more trees planted? We
might call his program a “Thousand Points of
Shade.” If enacted, you simply go down to your

local Agriculture Department extension, pick up a
government tree and plant it in your yard.

Whether a Thousand Points of Shade is going to
do anything for the environment is the trivial ques-
tion. The big question is whether putting a govern-
ment tre¢ on your property makes you a recipient
of government funding. The U.S. Supreme Court
has ruled in the Grove Clty College case that a
recipient of federal funding is obliged to have an
affirmative action program.

Here’s the plot. The White House and Congress
give us a government tree making us a recipient of
federal assistance.

When the tree roots have taken hold, they are
going to demand that tree recipients file timetables
and goals for achieving affirmative action. We'll
have 1o file the race and sex of our newspaper boy
and baby sitter. Dishwashing and cleaning chores
around your house might have to be distributed
equally by sex.

If you resist, by chopping the tree down and
telling the government they can have their damn
tree back, they’ll get you for destroying govern-
ment property.

You say, “That’s preposterous, Williams; this
time you’ve gone too far!” Maybe I have but pru-
dence demands that you pick up a court opinion
before you pick up the tree.

There’s nothing beyond (or below) the White
House -and Congress; remember how the wicked
witch used a similar trick to tempt and fool Hansel
and Gretel.

"MOST EANORED NATION’ TRADE STATUS..

Distributed by King Features Syndicate 4/19

Remember the Braves, Ted

Jane Fonda is what’s wrong with the Atlanta
Braves.

Ted Turner, who owns the Braves, is too busy
messing with that exercise freak to notice his base-
ball team is still as lousy as ever and may set a
record for not drawing flies to the ballpark.

[’'m not certain how Ted Turner got mixed up
with Hanoi Jane in the first place. Who introduced
them? Ho Chi Minh? No, he’s dead. Maybe it was
former California Governor Jerry Brown.

I never trusted Gov. Moonbeam, either.

Ted, the Braves have no bullpen, no hitting and
they only drew 11,000 to the home opener, and half
of them probably saw the lights on at the stadium
and thought there was a tractor pull going on.

Instead of hanging out with Jane at the Acade-
my Awards bash, you should have been back home
trying to figure out how to unload Andres Thomas
for a relief pitcher.

You can already see some of the effects Miss
Fonda is having on Captain Outrageous.

Lewis
Grizzard

Ted recently banned the “f” word at his place of
business.

If you work for Ted Turner, you can’t say
“foreign” anymore. You've got to say, “internation-
al.” ;
That sounds like something a bleeding heart lib-
eral left of Michael Dukakis would be behind

What'’s wrong with the word foreign?
“Foreign investors buy lowa.”
“My wife left me, my kids hate me, the facto-

ry closed because it can’t compete with foreign
m@nufacturers and my dog got run over by an
Isuzu. I think I'll join the Foreign Legions.”

Does Ted Turner have an airplane? I'm sure. he
does. What does it say in the restroom?

“Do not flush any international objects down
the toilet?”

What can we expect next, Ted? A 24-hour cable
channel that shows nothing but Jane Fonda
movies? I can’t wait to catch Barbarella again.

Is she going to throw out the first iavelin at the
Goodwill Games?

Show up on CNN doing leg lifts while spewing
out left-wing commentaries?

Cool it wnh the sweat queen, Ted, and do some-
thing about your miserable excuse for baseball
team, or one night the Braves are going to give a
game and absolutely nobody will show up

Ted Tummer and Jane Fonda. A match made in
some foreign place where old bullpen catchers go
to die.

Mother Nature's doing fine, thanks

By VINCENT CARROLL

This old Earth has survived quite
a bit of mischief in 4.6 billion years
It’s withstood the swelling of the con-
tinental crust, ice ages, even a slow
down in rotation from 425 to 365
times a year. It’s endured hothouse
epochs when you could play baseball
in the Arctic. It may have taken a
direct hit from a comet.

And the Earth will most certainly
survive the human race, too, whatever
we pesky primates choose to do.

Yet even if the Earth were serious
ly 11l, sagging on its axis in planetary
pallor, would that mean we’ve
accomplished nothing during the past
20 years?

Our environmental laws were
among the world’s first and most
strict. We now spend at least $80 bil-
lion annually on pollution control - a
figure that will rise by more than $20
billion after Congress approves the
new Clean Air Act this year.

Has it all really been in vain?

Not all at, despite what you might
have heard during recent Earth Day
observances. Whatever the state of

the planet elsewhere, the story at
home is in many respects one of
formidable progress. Herewith, a
summary:

» Air quality: Emissions of most
major pollutants, from carbon
monoxide to sulfur dioxide (a major
cause of acid rain), have been
trimmed by substantial amounts. And
the next clean air law will cut them
even more.

» Water quality: It either stayed
the same or improved in most of the
nation’s streams and lakes. Among
the reasons: An additional 50 million
people were provided with secondary
sewage treatment, and farmers cut
pesticide use (after it peaked in
1976). But there is some bad news,
too: “Non-point” pollution from agri-
cultural fertilizers rose in many
places, as did water salinity

» Wetlands: More than half of this
country’s original wetlands have been
destroyed, but the loss slowed rapidly
once wetland laws took effect in the
mid 1970s

» Public lands: Pressure on some
national p;yrkc has grown to the point
that they are as overrun as the Wash

ington Mall. Yet the past 20 years
also witnessed the designation of
most of the 90 million acres of offi-
cial wilderness and the 7,000 plus
miles of protected “wild and scenic”
rivers.

» Species loss: The alligator has
crawled back from the brink, while
the brown pelican, bald eagle and
whooping crane are recovering, t00.
But dozens of other animal species
remain threatened.

« Energy use: Until 1973, the
upswing in U.S. energy use out-
stripped population growth. Since
then, the trend has reversed.

« Toxic dumps: More than 1,200
remain on the Superfund priority list.
Whether they warrant so much
handwringing is another matter. In a
1987 document, EPA scientists
assessed environmental risks in order
of importance, and such dumps were
nowhere near the top. For good rea-
son: Not a single study has demon-
strated a general public danger from
toxic dumps.

» Trash and garbage: Each *men-
can gencrated a daily average ol 24
p(mnds of trash in 1960; today the

figure is 3 pounds or more. On the
other hand, most of the leakiest land-
fills have been closed or will shut
down in the next few years; and recy-
cling of some materials has soared.

» Cancer risk: The best assess-
ments of cancer deaths suggest that
exposure to artificial substances is
associated at most with 2 percent to 3
percent of cancer.

Those estimates pale before the 35
percent of cancers associated with
diet, 30 percent with smoking, and 3
percent to 6 percent with “geophysi-
cal factors” such as sunlight and other
natural radiation,

What's more, since that first Earth
Day in 1970, U.S. life expectancy at
birth has increased by more than four
years.

If life in modern industrial society
were distinctly hazardous to humans,
the evidence should be in hand by
now.

So, whatever apologies we owé
the Earth, it seems Mother Nature's
pulse still beats strong, and her vis-
age, in this country if not in many
others, is looking better ail the time,
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Thanks for caring
about Amanda

To the editor:

We would like to submit the following report on the
medical condition of our daughter, Amanda Hauck, o
your reading audience. Several people from your com-
munity have expressed an interest in her welfare and we
would like to give them this information.

Don, Cynthia, Bonnie, Christopher and Amanda
Hauck all want to say a great big THANK YOU to
everyone who has helped us during Amanda’s illness,
We would like to report that she is in stable condition
after her cerebral hemorrhage on April 8. She has been
through a great ordeal in several cities, but is presently
at home for a week before surgery on May 8 at Park-
land Hospital in Dallas.

We have several groups of people that we would
like 10 express our appreciation 1o at this ime.

The first people we think of on our list is our own
McLean Ambulance crew and friends who responded
so quickly to our emergency. These people are Jimmy,
Clifford and Robert McDonald, Judy Stewart, Doyle
Lee and Joe Burrows. We cannot praise you enough for
saving our daughter.

Other medical people involved are Dr. Blackketter
of Shamrock General Hospital, Dr. Rush Snyder and
Dr. Charles Rimmer at Northwest Texas Hospital in
Amarillo, and Dr. Duke Samson and staff from Park-
land Hosgital in Dallas. There are several other doctors
involved but they are too numerous to mention. We
especially appreciate their assessments, surgical proce-
dures and referrals to specialists for further treatment.

There are so many people to thank that it seems
impossible to begin. We are overwhelmed by the num-
ber of phone calls from people saying that they're pray-
ing for her and are concerned. Our love and sincere
appreciation go out to the different churches who have
upheld us in prayer. People from several states have
reported that Amanda has been and will continue to be
on their prayer lists. This is the single most important
thing that we desire.

So many communities have expressed their concern,
and we thank you all for your love and contributions.
You are so important to us and we will always remember
your consideration of Amanda at this time in her life.

We especially wish to thank all of our co-workers,
friends and community of McLean for their efforts to help
us. Your cards, calls, gifts, visits and prayers are so deeply
felt. You all know that we loved you before and are so
proud to be a part of such a caring and loving community.

Cynthia Hauck

McLean

Litigation only doing
harm to community

To the editor:

This past week I received, from Martha Patillo Siv, a
half page “news story” from The New York Times, dated
April 15, 1990, entitled “Birth Defects and Pollution:
Issue Raised in Texas Town,” datelined Pampa, Texas

This article recklessly proceeded to state as fact
unsubstantiated remarks and suppositions, €.g., “...
uncovered evidence that the plant for years spewed tox-
ics into the air and contaminated the region’s principal
source of drinking water.” This is an unmitigated LIE.
The Times continued by stating, “a prominent pediatri-
cian in the region ... said ‘in all medical probability’ the
number of Down syndrome cases is related to the envi-
ronmental pollutants from the Celanese site.” This
quote was by Dr. Holman and undoubtedly told o the
reporter by lawyer Upchurch.

This quote from Dr. Holman was treated as fact,
although “Dr. Philip Guzelian, the head of clinical toxi-
cology and environment at the Medical College of Vir
ginia stated, ‘It is pretty clear there i1s no evidence for
any environmental cause for Down syndrome. On the
face of it, I would be skeptical.”™ Other specialists sad
that linking pollutants to Down syndrome “is little more
than speculation.” Lawyer Upchurch has very little
facts and great imagination, with clients that are willing
to risk a “small” amount for a hope of huge payoffs

As long as there are people who try 1o get something

for nothing,” there are ambulance-chasing shyster
lawyers who are willing to help — for a “fee.”

I agree with other people who have stated their
views, this litigation is doing Pampa irreparable eco-
nomic damage by trying the case in the press instead of
the courts. Doctors who align themselves with lawyer
Upchurch, against medical findings by experts, are
doing themselves a disservice.

In the meantime, Pampa loses, the clients will lose,
only the lawyers will come out ahead.

W.A. Morgan

Pampa

Greed seéms to be
order of the land

To the eﬁilor:

Greed seems to be the order of the land now — get
yours regardless of the cost to other people or your
community. Whether if be the politicians, such as the
members of Congress who accepted thousands of dol-
fars in donations from the savings and loan officials to
intercede for them at a cost of billions to American tax-
payers, or the HUD officials who gave millions in tax-
payers’ funds to the influential.

Will Rogers once said that politicians tell their
friends to get as much as they can while they (the polit-
cians) have their heads turned.

Greedy doctors (and hospitals) who rip off Medicare
for billions, causing curtailment of medical care for
needy people. Stockbrokers who trade on inside infor-
mation, or pawn off bad stocks or bonds to widows and
unsuspecting persons who trusted them. Bankers and
savings and loan officials who have systematically
robbed their depositors, stockholders and ultimately the
taxpayers. False workers comp and insurance claims.
Frivolous liability suits with no basis. Two plants in the
Panhandle area could shut down because of so many
false workers comp claims, causing the loss of hun-
dreds of jobs for honest workers.

Up to now, Pampa has been relatively free of this sornt
of greed. Oh, the gasoline distributors have held the price
of gas five 1o twenty cents a gallon more than other
areas, and I had a new broker in town who, for the sake
of a small commission, caused me to lose 10 percent of
an IRA which I had transferred to his firm by failing to
tell me of the excessive fees and commissions his firm
charged (and they have a good common name, 100).

But now, a greedy lawyer has held the greed carrot
dangling in front of many people, saying in effect
“here’s your chance to hit the jackpot.” Of course, he
probably hasn’t told them that he gets the jackpot -
they get the leavings. My heart bleeds for him using his
“personal resources,” resources which have come from
leeching off the public for years. But the sad truth is,
that if you twist the facts enough, shout and scream
enough and play on the sympathies of the junes
enough, you may hit the jackpot - far better than those
at Las Vegas, but at what cost to communities and hard-
working honest people.

But make no mistake about it, folks, you pay for
these jackpot awards, v/hether it’s $20 more for a power
lawn mower or $10 to $15 more for a visit to the doc-
tor’s office. Hundreds of dollars per year more for your
health insurance premiums, and every item you buy
from drugs to grocenes carry a hidden cost to you. The
insurance companies and businesses don’t pay the costs
for these suits — 1t 18 passed on 1o you in the form of
higher prices and premiums.

Worse yet, you may do without some things, such as
the wading pool in the park (because a drunk stumbled
into one and his family received a huge award), or out
in Virginia where half of the baby doctors have now
quit delivering babies. Next is likely to be the play-
ground equipment on the schoolgrounds and parks, and
many other services which may be cut off.

I know there are some moral and ethical lawyers (Perry
Mason comes to mind, but I am not so sure of Matlock),
but those that don’t fit into that category are costing you
many hundreds of dollars as well as loss of services, dete-
norauon of communities and a breakdown of morality

I failed to mention the drug dealers, and it makes
my blood boil to think of how much misery and cost to
everyone because of their greed.

Everyone has some greed in them, but many people
fail to hold it in hand. Maybe all of us had better try

harder ourselves and make it harder on those who don’t
keep it in check.

Royce K. Jones

Pampa

Ken and Sue deserve
support from citizens

To the editor:

Voters and concerned citizens of Gray County:

It seems there has been a grave injustice committed
at the county jail, concerning the allegations made
toward Ken Kieth and Sue Matthews.

Ken has been in law enforcement over 20 years. He
knows the rule book front to back. Our sheriff has one
year and four months.

A lot of questions are being asked all over town. How
come deputies are allowed to wear a badge, carry a gun
and drive a county car before they have certified papers?
The answer to this question can, and probably will, cost
the voters and the taxpayers a large sum of money.

EXAMPLE: Four deputies, unqualified, allowed to
perform the above, maximum fine $1,500 per day for
every day they worked, say | one year. 4 X $1,500 X 365
equals $2,190,000.

Can we stand that kind of expense? Voters, can we
afford to sit around and do nothing for two and one half

How come a prisoner (convicted of murder) sign an
invoice receiving tools used o paint cars? Where is the sher-
iff and/or deputy assigned to guard him while he is working
“down at the shop,” garage or wherever this is taking place?

A sheriff can have his deputies investigated. How
can and who do we get to investigate t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>