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Rep. Blll Sarpallus points out the positive economic
Impact of a proposed expansion of Pantex.

Pantex expansion could aid
area economy, officials say

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

AMARILLO - A combination
of conservative Panhandle politics
and federal plans to streamline
nuclear weapons production could
mean 5,000 new jobs for Carson
County’s Pantex plant, officials
announced Thursday.

Mayor Keith Adams and Rep.
Bill Sarpalius unveiled plans to pur-
sue the expansion of Pantex during
an Amarillo Civic Center gathering
of approximately 400 people.

The meeting was in response to
a Department of Energy announce-
ment that the end of the Cold War
will mean down-scaling the nation’s
nuclear capabilities.

Federal plans tentatively include
dismantling the Rocky Flats Plant in
Colorado, along with reviewing
other nuclear weapons operations
around the nation.

That’s good news for the Pan-
handle, Adams said.

When Rocky Flats is relocated,
it is possible the 6,000 jobs the plant
once provided would only trans&atc
to 3,000 to 5,000 jobs where the
plant is rebuilt. :

“The city of Amarillo has the
unique opportunity to work for what
could be 5,000 new jobs and up to
$3 billion in construction if the pro-
ject is approved,” Adams stated.

Prominent Amarillo attorneys
Wales Madden Jr. and Jerry Johnson
were named to head a task force of
Amarillo business leaders who will
seek the expansion.

While Pantex currently provides
about 2,600 jobs and $100 million
in annual salaries, along with anoth-
er $15 million in local contracts,
those amounts could be more than
doubled ¥ Pantex were to pick up
the Rocky Flats operation.

Operational problems led to the
federal closing of Rocky Flats in
1989.

“It could mean from 2,000 to
10,000 new jobs for Amarillo,”
Sarpalius said. “The (federal) report
hints that Rocky Flats will be
moved to Pantex, the Y-12 facility
in Oak Ridge, Tenn., of a new site.”

His prediction of 10,000 jobs
would occur if other weapons plants
around the nation were also deemed

inefficient or outdated, or if popular
opinion called for their closing.

Except for a small contingent of
“Peace Farmers,” Amarillo has
never been the home of organized
“no nukes” sentiments.

Adams said Panhandle residents
have long supported a strong nation-
al defense and safe development of
nuclear weapons.

Johnson echoed the importance
of safety when he said, “If it can’t
be done safely, it won’t be built.
We're proud of Pantex and we want
to see it expanded.”

Sarpalius said it will be cheaper
to locate the plant at Pantex, due to
reduced labor costs in Texas.

“This could be a gold mine for
our community,” Sarpalius said.
“We’ve got to work now to show
that Amarillo wants this project.”

And Adams pointed out that
what benefits Amarillo will also
positively affect the economies of
the entire Panhandle.

Thirteen public hearings over the
next three years will serve as the
formats for deciding where the
scaled-down nuclear weapons oper-
ations are located.

Pantex is currently the country’s
only final assembly plant for nucle-
ar weapons. Much of the Pantex
operation is top secret.

Richard Brown, president of the
Amarillo Economic Development
Corp., said that secretiveness has
led to anonymity.

“We can no longer take Pantex
for granted,” Brown said. “Pantex
and Amarillo will experience signif-
icant change. The entire DOE war-
head complex is due for realign-
ment. The status quo is no longer an
option.”

Brown added, “The stakes here
are of epic proportions. We must be
informed and move as a community.
This could be the beginning of eco-
nomic renaissance on the High
Plains.”

Amarillo officials said there is
also a slight chance that Pantex
could be closed, a prospect they said
should spur citizens to even greater
efforts to support the weapons plant.

“We hear that many places are
not real excited about their nuclear

See PANTEX, Page 2
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State, area officials say equity finance
plan would mean the end of rural schools

By BEAR MILLS
Staff Writer

Court-ordered equity plans for
school funding will mean major
changes for public education in
Texas, including the demise or con-
solidation of most small schools dis-
tricts, three officials stated Thurs-
day.

During separate interviews, the
director of finance for the Texas
Education Agency in Austin, the
superintendent of White Deer
schools and State Rep. Warren
Chisum all painted equally grim pic-
tures for districts with high school
populations under 300 students.

Chisum said consolidation of
small schools is virtually inevitable
because the state Supreme Court has
ordered that all schools be funded
equitably.

Large and small school districts
will receive, with few exceptions,
the same amount of money per
pupil, with all tax dollars going to
the state for distribution.

That would replace the current
funding scheme of local taxes being
supplemented with state money as
needed. That plan was found uncon-
stitutional by the Supreme Court in
January.

Because it costs more to run a
small school than it does a large
one, school districts with less than
1,500 students will be forced to con-
solidate, said David Sharp, White
Deer superintendent.

Blalock to

By BETH MILLER
Staff Writer

An appeal of the murder convic-
tion and life sentence given to
Robert Kimberly Blalock, 34, of
Pampa, will be under way in the
appropriate time frames, Blalock’s
attorney John White of Borger said
in court Thursday.

White made the announcement
during the formal sentencing of
Blalock by Senior District Judge
Grainger Mcllhany of Wheeler. A
Gray County jury found Blalock
guilty of murder on Wednesday fol-
lowing four hours of deliberation
and sentenced him to life in prison
after 95 minutes of deliberation
Thursday.

Blalock will have 30 days in
which to file a motion for a new
trial. White said that document will
be filed within the 30 days. Follow-
ing the filing of the motion, MclIl-
hany will set a hearing and make a
decision on the motion.

Gray County Sheriff Jim Free
said this moming that Blalock will
be kept in Gray County Jail pending
the outcome of the hearing. If Mcll-
hany denies the motion for a new
trial, then Blalock would be trans-
ported to the Institutional Division
of the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice in Huntsville for process-
ing. He would remain in the state
penitentiary while the appeals pro-
cess proceeds.

Assistant District Attorney John
Mann said that in the event an
appeal is filed with the Court of
Appeals in Amarillo, a decision
would likely not be reached before
12 months. Once an appeal is filed,
the court reporter has to transcribe
notes and tapes taken during the
trial and each side will file a court
brief.

Blalock was convicted of throw-
ing a Molotov cocktail through the
residence of Paulette Noble and her
two sons, Terry and Dale. The
device caused a fire, during which

David Sharp

He predicted many rural schools
will close after only a year of imple-
mentation.

Most others would be gone
“within three years,” according to
Sharp.

“They are saying every school
district will operate on so many dol-
lars per student,” Sharp said. “But
the truth is, you can’t operate a
small school as cheaply as you can a
big school.”

For example, the state average
per student for instruction is
$2059.96. However, Houston only
spends $1,925 per student. Lefors,
meanwhile, spends $3,819.27 per
student.

appeal convic

Dale, 13, died of carbon monoxide
poisoning.

The state alleged that a “paper
trail” could be followed up to the
May 21 fire bombing of the resi-
dence. Mrs. Noble had filed a law-
suit in late 1989 in small claims
court against Blalock in an attempt
to recover $500 she paid Blalock for
a vehicle that did not run properly.
She was granted a judgment for
$2,450, including $950 in attorneys
fees.

However, she said Blalock
would not pay the judgment and fur-
ther legal steps were taken to get the
money from Blalock. One of those
steps was taken on May 21, less
than seven hours before the fatal fire
at the Noble residence, when
Blalock was served with papers
regarding the civil lawsuit.

The state’s key witness in the
case, Teresa Rodriquez, testified
that she saw Blalock on the evening
of the fire pushing a red rag down
into a glass bottle filled with gaso-
line. The state said the top of that
bottle and the red rag were found on
the coffee table of the Noble resi-
dence following the blaze.

A state fire marshal testified that
the cause of the fire was determined
to be a Molotov cocktail, and
included the red rag and a glass con-
tainer filled with gasoline.

Rodriquez also said Blalock told
her regarding the civil papers he had
been served with, “I’'m not worried
because I'm going to get revenge
anyway.”

Blalock, testifying during the
trial, said he knew nothing of the
blaze and said he was innocent of
the crime.

His attorney said repeatedly dur-
ing the case that the police had done
a poor investigation and targeted
Blalock as the suspect without
investigating other suspects.

White also said that there was no
evidence in the case, just a “strong
suspicion” that Blalock had set the
fire which resulted in the boy’s death.

Warren Chisu

A standard payment rate per stu-
dent, even if it were based on the
state average, would be devastating
for small schools, Sharp said.

“As income is leveled, some
schools may realize it is too costly
to do business,” acknowledged Tom
Patton, director of finance for the
TEA.

Patton said state sentiment is
soundly against the continuation of
small school districts.

*“High schools with less than 300
students cannot offer the kinds of
programs that really help students in
a diversity of fields,” he said.
“There are some advantages to
small schools. But there are not the
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kinds of programs that you find in
larger districts.”

He said parents who prefer the
quality of life in a small school dis-
trict over a diversity of programs in
larger systems are out of luck.

“I suppose it would be fairly
analagous to say if you put your
house a mile from the road so you
won’t hear the trucks pass by, don’t
expect the county to pave your
driveway,” Patton stated.

Chisum said that while Sen. Carl
Parker’s current state property tax
bill has little chance of passage,
every other plan being considered
provides an equally dim future for
small districts. (See related story,
Page 3.)

“All the plans coming out are
bad for small schools,” Chisum said,
“either because they consolidate or
put caps on spending per student.”

He said Grandview-Hopkins and
Lefors school districts have virtually
no hope for survival and the three
Carson County schools are likely
candidates for consolidation.

“McLean will be saved because
it is, so far from Pampa,” he said.
“Miami will be saved because they
are the only school in the Roberts
County. But their property taxes will
probably be tripled.”

Chisum termed the equity issue
“a lot more serious than people real-
ize” |
“A lot of people are saying this
won’t happen, but it will,” Chisum

See SCHOOLS, Page 2
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Sheriff’s Deputy Blll Toten, left,

(Staff photo by Jean Strestman-Ward)
prepares to escort Robert

Kimberly Blalock, 34, ta the 223rd District Courtroom on
Thursday afternoon for formal sentencing.

The state had requested the life
sentence, which is the maximum
punishment in the case, during clos-
ing arguments.

Because of the jury’s finding
that Blalock used a deadly
weapon, a Molotov cocktail,
Blalock will be required to serve
one-fourth of his sentence before

becoming eligible for parole.

State and defense attorneys said
life is normal considered to be about
60 years; therefore, Blalock would
serve an estimated 15 years before
becoming eligible for parole,
although the exact number of years
would be determined by the state
board governing parole.

Cheney, Powell arrive in Saudi Arabia to assess ground war capability

By JOHN KING
Associated Press Writer

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (AP)
— Allied warplanes attacked Iraqi
troop strongholds, bridges and mis-
sile launchers today, but the U.S.
defense secretary said ground and
amphibious assaults are still needed
to make Saddam Hussein's soldiers
more vulnerable.

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney
and Gen. Colin Powell, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived in
the Persian Gulf today to assess the
status of the war. Cheney told air-
men and women that they are lead-
ing “the most successful air cam-
paign in the history of the world.”

As the campaign continued, U.S.
warplanes knocked out an Iraqi
mobile missile launcher and scored
possible hits on three others
overnight, the military said.

Off the coast of Kuwait, a British
Royal Navy helicopter blew up an
Iraqi patrol boat with a Sea Skua
missile, a pool report said. Iraq’s
naval fleet is all but out of commis-
sion, with most of its vessels either
sunk or destroyed.

On land, U.S. Marine gunners
fired more than 100 rounds at a sus-
pected Iraqi artillery battery in
Kuwait, a pool dispatch said. Iraqi
troops did not return fire, and no
U.S. casualties were reported, the
dispatch said.

It was the first ground action
near the northern Saudi border since
Monday, when Marines exchanged
small arms, 25mm cannon and
artillery fire with Iraqi troops in

News to have flag

pull-out on Sunday

The Pampa News will be pub-
lishing a full-page color American

the newspaper and taped up on
windows or walls for those who

southem Kuwait.

In Baghdad, allied air attacks
diminished overnight, but a bridge
and a communications center were
demolished, an Associated Press

said.

The Saudi commander said
today that allied forces have taken
more than 900 Iraqi prisoners since
the war began, and more than 400
Iragi troops surrendered in the 5 1/2
months before the war.

Lt. Gen. Khalid bin Sultan told
reporters the POWs have told of
Iraqi “‘execution battalions' posi-
tioned behind the front lines to kill
deserters and intimidate those con-
sidering fleeing the Iragi forces.

The British briefer, RAF Group

Capt. Niall Irving, told reporters that
more Iraqi aircraft flew to Iran in
the last 24 hours, raising the total to
147. Including combat losses, about
40 percent of Iraq’s air force is now
out of commission.

The latest allied actions on land,
sea and sky came as strategists
debated when and how to wage a
ground war against Iraq.

Cheney and Powell arrived at an
air base in western Saudi Arabia and
addressed several hundred people
there.

Powell elicited cheers when he
told them: “We'll get this over with
a simple process - we’re going to
cut it off and kill i.”

Afier the base visit, Cheney flew

to Taif and met with the exiled emir
of Kuwait, Sheik Jabir al-Ahmad al-
Sabah.

En route to the gulf, Cheney for
the first time publicly raised the
prospect of a limited ground cam-
paign, rather than an all-out assault.

*““You add the amphibious ele-
ment or the ground forces in the
fashion that forces him to move out
of his prepared positions, and it's
moving out of those positions that
makes him vulnerable once again to
the air force,” Cheney told reporters
traveling with him.

Cheney and Powell have in the
past promised a swift and violent
campaign using most if not all of the
U.S. firepower in the region.
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Services tomorrow

DRINKHOUSE, Charles S. - 11 a.m.,
Bryant Street Baptist Church, Yucaipa,
Calif.

McCLELLAN, Karen — 2 p.m., First
United Methodist Church, McLean.

WADE, Bob Randall — 2 p.m., The Car-
penter’s House.

SIMON, Aileen Evelyn 10 a.m.,
Memorial Garden Mausoleum Chapel,
Amarillo.

WILLIAMS, Zell Bell
Bapust Church, Shamrock.

ANGLIN, Marguerite Ellen
First Baptist Church, Mobeetie.

Obituaries

2 p.m., First

2 p.m.,

MARY ANN TROTTER

Mary Ann Trotter, 36, died Thursday, Feb. 7,
1991. Services are pending with Carmichael-Whatley
Funeral Directors.

Mrs. Trotter was born Aug. 31, 1954. She moved
to Pampa in 1980 from New Florence, Mo. She
worked for the city of Pampa and for United Parcel
Servicg.

Survivors include her husband, Marion Glen Trot-
ter of Pampa; two daughters, Tracy Trotter and Chari-
ty Trotter, both of Pampa; her father, Anthony
Cherivich of Montgomery City, Mo.; one sister,
Linda Jean LoRusso of Chicago, Ill; and two broth-
ers, Joseph Paul Cherivich of Kileen and currently
stationed in Saudi Arabia, and Anthony Cherivtch of
Fulton, Mo.

KAREN McCLELLAN

MCcLEAN - Karen McClellan, 38, died Wednes-
day, Feb. 6, 1991. Services will be at 2 p.m. Saturday
in First United Methodist Church with the Rev. Jill
Wiley, pastor, officiating. Burial will be in Hillcrest
Cemetery by Lamb-Ferguson Funeral Home.

Mrs. McClellan, formerly Karen Fromm, was
born in Childress. She married Kelly McClellan in
1977 in Amarillo. She was a housewife and a mem-
ber of First United Methodist Church. She was a
1970 graduate of Tascosa High School in Amarillo.

Survivors include her husband; two daughters,
Lisa McClellan and Krystle McClellan, both of the
home; a son, James McClellan of the home; her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Fromm of Idalou; a broth-
er, Kurt Fromm of Idalou; her grandfather, U.S.
Fromm of Childress; and her grandmother, Irby Scott
of Childress.

AILEEN EVELYN SIMON

AMARILLO - Aileen Evelyn Simon, 81, sister of
a Shamrock woman, died Wednesday, Feb. 6, 1991.
Services will be at 10 a.m. Saturday in Memorial
Garden Mausoleum Chapel with Brent Adams, min-
ister of University Church of Christ in Canyon, offi-
ciating. Burial will be in Memorial Gardens Ceme-
tery by Schooler-Gordon Avenue Chapel.

Mrs:'Simon, formerly Aileen Evelyn Holman,
born in Amarillo, had been a lifelong resident of
Amarillo. She married Frank Phillip Simon in 1928 at
Amarillo. He died in September 1990. She was a
housewife and a Methodist. She was a member of the
Friendship Sewing Club of Canyon.

Survivors include two sons, Jim Simon of Amaril-
lo and Earl Simon of Winnemucca, Nev.; five sisters,
Johnnie Vaughan and Ollie Jones, both of Amarillo;
Helen Anderson of Shamrock; V.V. Ladehoff of
Altus, Ark., and Nickie Goodman of Albuquerque,
N.M.; two brothers, Oscar Holman and J.W. Holman,
both of Amarillo; nine grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

The family will be at 8404 Venice Drive and
requests memorials be made to St. Anthony’s Hos-
pice and Life Enrichment Center.

ZELL BELL WILLIAMS

SHAMROCK - Zell Bell Williams, 88, died
Thursday, Feb. 7, 1991. Services will be at 2 p.m.
Saturday in the First Baptist Church with the Rev.
Mike Chancellor, pastor, officiating. Burial will be in
Shamrock Cemetery by Richerson Funeral Home.

Mrs. Williams was born in Wheeler County and
had been a lifelong resident. She attended school at
Center and Texas Women’s College at Fort Worth.
She married Milt Williams in 1920 at Shamrock; he
preceded her in death in 1972. She was a member of
First Baptist Church, Order of the Eastern Star,
Thursday Literary Club, Shamrock Garden Club,
Shamrock Needle Craft Club and Wheeler County
Historical Commission.

Survivors include two daughters, Anna Sue
McNett of Blanco and Joy McDowell of Shamrock; a
son, Harold H. Williams of Shamrock; four sisters,
Geraldine Burrell of Amarillo, Zoe Collingsworth of
Shamrock, Ruth Clark of Port Lavaca and Helen
Doffing of McAllen; a brother, Glyn Bell of Pampa;
10 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren and one
great-great-grandson. _

The family requests memorials be made to First
Baptist Church or to a favorite charity.

MARGUERITE ELLEN ANGLIN

MOBEETIE - Marguerite Ellen Anglin, 70, died
Thursday, Feb. 7, 1991, in Parkview Hospital in
Wheeler. Services will be at 2 p.m. Saturday in First
Baptist Church in Mobeetie with the Rev. Ralph
Hovey, pastor, officiating. Burial will be in the
Wheeler Cemetery by Wright Funeral Home of
Wheeler.

Ms. Anglin was born Jan. 22, 1921, in Wheeler
County. She had lived in Wheeler County most of her
life. She was a homemaker and was a Baptist.

Survivors include one brother, Willie Renner of
Laketon; one sister, Ethel Grimes of Wheeler; and
one niece, Elizabeth Shipp of Wheeler.

Emergency numbers

Daily Record

Hospital

CORONADO
HOSPITAL Frank Olsen, Pampa
Admissions Mallorie Parry, White

Kathy Faye Jensen, Deer
Fritch Geneva Schroder (ex
Floyd Steele, Pampa  tended care), Pampa
Virginia Swinney, SHAMROCK
Pampa HOSPITAL
Admission
.Katherine Harbour,
Shamrock
Birth

Pampa

Birth

To Mr. and Mrs. Chris

Jensen of Fritch, a boy.
Dismissals

Kimberly Bichsel and To Mr. and Mrs. Don-
baby boy, White Deer nie Hicks of Shamrock, a

Trenton Harris, Pampa boy.

Kyler Horst, Pampa

George Lockhart,

Stocks

Dismissals
None

The following grain quotations are Cabot.....................
provided by Wheeler-Evans of CabotO&G...........
Pampa Chevron.............
Wheat 229 Coca-Cola............
Milo . 3.80 Enron................
Com 4.14 Halliburton...........

Ingersoll Rand.

The following show the prices for KNE ..........
which these securities could have Kerr McGee
traded at the time of compilation: i
Ky. Cent. Life......... 8 7/8 up 1/8
Serfco . i V| up 1/4
Occidenul..............18 5/8  up 1/8

The following show the prices for
which these mutual funds were bid at
the time of compilation:

The following 9:30 a.m. N.Y.
Stock Market quotations are fur-
nished by Edward D. Jones & Co. of
Pampa New York Gold. ..
Amoco .513/4 dn 12 SIVE....nnnmmmsisi
ALOO 550555 129144 dn1/4 West Texas Crnude.....................21.

Police report

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing incidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

THURSDAY, Feb. 7

Mary Griffith, 943 E. Francis, reported disorderly
conduct in the 200 block of Rose.

Roger Brunson, 2411 Fir, reported unauthorized
use of a motor vehicle at the residence.

Teresa Angulano, 1040 Varnon Dr., reported a bur-
glary at the residence.

Police reported domestic violence in the 1000
block of North Sumner.

Glen Jameson, 816 Malone, 816 Malone, reported
criminal mischief on Hughes Street.

Alex Price, 1065 Prairie Dr., reported a theft at an
unknown location.

GRAY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Arrests
MONDAY, Feb. 4

David A. White, 26, Houston, was arrested on a
probation violation.

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 6

Rome Heath Babcock, 21, Groom, was arrested on
a charge of theft of services. He was released on
bond.

THURSDAY, Feb. 7

Jimmy Eugene Collier, 38, Fort Worth, was arrest-
ed on a charge of public intoxication.

Michael Jones, 42, Odessa, was arrested on a pro-
bation violation.

Calendar of events

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Schools

said. “They may not actually close
the buildings, but there will proba-
bly only be one school district in
Carson County and they will meet
in the courthouse, with a few people
elected from Groom, Panhandle and
White Deer to represent them.”

Chisum said some proposals for
equity would actually turn the Pan-
handle into one large school district
managed out of the Region XVI
Service Center in Amarillo.

“No matter which plan is passed,
local control is over,” Chisum said.
“People will wake up to this eventu-
ally, but it will be too late.”

Sharp said another downside to
court-ordered equity is that all
bonded indebtedness of school dis-
tricts in Texas will likely then be
handed over to the state for pay-
ment.

“It bothers me that we will be
assuming the indebtedness of every
school district,” Sharp said. “Is it
fair that taxpayers in Pampa and
Panhandle and White Deer have to

pay the bonded indebtedness of Dal-
las and Mission?”

Chisum said state control will
take the place of parental influence
in deciding taxes and other issues of
importance.

Pampa superintendent Dr. Daw-
son Orr said that a loss of local con-
trol has been predicted on the state
level for some time, but that the
extent is just now being realized.

“The issue is that the local popu-
laton will no longer have control of
what (public school) buildings are
built and when,” Orr said.

As the state takes over bonded
indebtedness, Orr pointed out, it
will also remove local school dis-
tricts’ authority to create new debt.

“Any more school buildings that
are built will be the property of the
state,” Chisum said. “You will have
to go to a state agency to get per-
mission to build.”

“Can you imagine the kind of
bureacracy this will create?” asked
Sharp. “This will all be devastating.
But there are a lot of people who
want small schools closed. They
won’t say this is forced consolidation,

Accident victim listed in serious
condition at Amarillo hospital

A Pampa man injured in a two-
vehicle accident on Hwy. 60 Thurs-
day morning is listed in serious con-
dition today at Northwest Texas
Hospital in Amarillo, according to a
hospital spokeswoman.

Frankie E. Watts, 30, of 1120
Cinderella Drive, reportedly suf-
fered head injuries in the 9:20 a.m.
accident and was transferred to the
Amarillo hospital following treat-
ment at Coronado Hospital.

His condition has been upgrad-
ed. He was listed in critical condi-
tion Thursday.

Watts, a Texas Department of
Highways and Public Transporta-
tion employee, was operating a
state-owned truck used to direct

traffic to other lanes of travel,
according to Texas Department of
Public Safety officials.

Watts’ vehicle was stopped on
the inside westbound lane near the
Hoechst Celanese Chemical Group
main plant directing traffic to the
passing lane during skid tests when
it was struck from behind by a van,
according to DPS reports.

Operator of the van, Mary Ann
Trotter, 36, of 721 Lefors, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, officials
said. Trotter was an employee of the
city of Pampa Water and Sewer
Department and United Parcel Service.

Funeral services for Mrs. Trotter
are pending with Carmichael-What-
ley Funeral Directors.

Croatia boycotts key talks in Yugoslavia

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) -
The pro-independence republic of
Croatia today boycotted talks on
how to keep Yugoslavia together,
and its ally Slovenia announced
steps to formally secede from the
troubled Balkan federation.

Slovenia’s delegation walked out
of a Belgrade meeting of regional lead-
ers called to smooth over ethnic and
political differences that have brought
Yugoslavia to the brink of civil war.

City briefs

Croatia’s non-Communist president,
Franjo Tudjman, refused to fly to the
federal capital of Belgrade for the talks
because an anti-Croatian rally was held
outside the scheduled meeting place by
about 5,000 people from the rival Com-
munist-ruled republic of Serbia.

In the Slovenian capital of Ljubl-
jana, the republic’s premier announced
Slovenia’s parliament at its next ses-
sion would adopt a law annulling all
federal Yugoslav legislation.

thougti. They will just let the equity
plans take care of small schools.”

Sharp said, “Our whole way of
life is’Pased on rural attitudes. I'm
alarmed that when rural schools go,
so will our small towns and our way
of life.”

Patton explained that small dis-
tricts are seen as inefficient, since
the larger a district is, the less it
costs to educate its students.

Sharp said, “We're looking at
major tax increases so that the
bureacracy in Austin can take out
their portion and parcel a little back
to our schools.”

“A fast decision is going to have
to be made since the courts only
gave the Legislature until April 1 to
come up with an equitable funding
mechanism,” Sharp said. “The only
real answer is a constitutional
amendment that takes the word
‘equity’ out of the wording. There
can never be 100 percent equity.”

He said most Panhandle schools
do not want equity, since that means
lowering their levels of achieve-
ment and funding to match other
areas of the state.

Chisum agreed. “This will not
make our schools better,” he said.
“Parental control will diminish. Par-
ticipation from the local school
boards will be gone. What have
they been able to do in the past? Set
tax rates, build buildings and con-
trol programs. That will all largely

™ CONT. FROW PG. 1
Pantex

weapons plants,” Adams said. “So I
don’t know how they would view
expansion. What we are going after
will be safe. This is very important
for Amarillo.”

Madden said the expansion of
Pantex would be as significant for
the Panhandle’s economy as cattle
ranching was in the 1800s and oil in
the first half of the 1900s.

He joined other speakers in pre-
dicting an expansion of Pantex
could push Amarillo toward becom-
ing a technology center for the
entire nation.

Brown predicted that 5,000 new
jobs at Pantex would mean at least
100,000 new residents locating in
Carson and Potter counties by the
turn of the 21st Century.

A final decision on the expan-
sion of Pantex is scheduled for

October of 1993, officials said ,

Thursday.

PAMPA BRIDGE CLUB

Pampa Bridge Club meets on Sunday at 2 p.m in
Room 11 at Clarendon College. For a partner, contact
Verdalee Cooper at 669-2813.

SOUTHSIDE SENIOR CITIZENS MENU

The menu for Saturday is cabbage rolls, buttered

potatoes, carrots, white bread and Jello.
ADULT LITERACY TRAINING

The adult literacy training first session meets Fri-
day from 6 t0o10 p.m. The second session meets Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Lovett Memorial
Library. The training is sponsored by the Pampa
Friends of the Library and the Adult Literacy Group.

PAMPA OPTIMIST CLUB
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

The Pampa Optimist Club will have a barbecue
and basketball tournament Saturday in the Optimist
Park gym. Serving of the barbecue begins at 11 a.m.

PAMPA OPTIMIST CLUB
SWEETHEART DANCE

The Pampa Optimist Club will have a sweetheart
dance for members and guests Saturday beginning at
8:30 p.m. Guests are requested to bring refreshments.

Minor accidents

BRICK REPAIR: Harley Knut-
son 665-4237. Adv.

SIDING, STEEL, vinyl and alu-
minum. Serving Pampa since 1976.
For free estimate call John Anthony
Construction, 665-1961. Adv.

PERSONAL TOUCH Final
Days, Fall and Winter merchandise,
60 and 75% off. Adv.

WILD CARD Band Friday - Sat-
urday, 9 p.m. $2 single, $3 couple.
Knight Lites, 618 W. Foster. Adv.

AEROBIC CLASSES: Morning
Step Classes Monday 12-1, Tuesday-
Thursday 9-10:15. (In Session)
Evening Low Impact Classes Mon-
day, Wednesday 5:30-6:30. Starting
February 11 at Texas Physical Reha-
bilitation Center. 912 Kentucky. Call
669-0218 for more information. Adv.

MICHELLE'S, ALL Wedding
Merchandise, plume pens, satin
shoes and wedding accessories, 1/2
Price. Adv.

WANT TO buy Motor Home.
665-8249. Adv.

BALLONS ARE Us. 669-2013,
669-6548. Valentine Bouquets $8
and up, Air walkers $10 and up. Adv.

LIFESTYLES DIET Cakes.
Free trial offer. 669-6337. Adv.

WILL DO office and house
cleaning. References available. 665-
6140. Adv.

STRAIGHT SHOOTER Band,
a great dance band, will be at City
Limits this weekend. Adv.

WALLPAPER SALE, 20% off
marked books and paints in Febru-
ary. Cabinets, tops, refacing. Gray's
Decorating. Adv.

TAX SERVICE & Bookkeeping,
Glenda Brownlee, 665-0310 or 274-
2142. Adv.

CABLE ADVISORY Commis-
sion: Persons interested in serving
on the newly created Cable Adviso-
ry Commission will need to submit
a letter of interest to the City Man-
ager's Office, P.O. Box 2499,
Pampa, Tx. 79066 by 5:00 p.m. on
February 11, 1991. This advisory
commission will monitor the perfor-
mance of the cable television com-
pany under the new franchise. Adv.

JUST ARRIVED colored Rock-
ies, Tuxedo shirts, and button cov-
ers. Lots of new Easter dresses.
Take an extra 10% off all sale mer-
chandise. The Clothes Line, 109 N.
Cuyler. Adv.

CLOSE-OUT Special - on selected
patterns of Metlox Dinnerware.
Pampa Hardware, 120 N. Cuyler. Adv.

MELBA HOPKINS is now asso-
ciated with K.J.'s Hair Salon at 1319
N. Hobart. For your haircare needs
call 665-7135. Adv.

WHEN YOUR Pampa News
Carrier collects, does the carrier
have their cards? If not, don't
pay! Thanks, Circulation Depart-
ment.

MEMORIAL, TRIBUTES to
your friends and loved ones. White
Deer Land Museum in Pampa, Box
1556, Pampa, Tx. 79065. Adv.

SPORTY 1979 Grand Prix,
good condition. Looking for dou-
ble axle 22-24 foot trailer. 665-
1913. Adv.

ALPHA THETA Omega Sweet-
heart Dance. February 9, 9:00-1:00
a.m. White Deer, 1 block off Hwy
60 (Warren and Stone St.) $5 admis-
sion, Live band. Adv.

D.A.V. AND Auxiliary meeting,
tonight 7 p.m., 527 W. Brown.

PEOPLE PLEASURES - Some
people spend their entire lives try-
ing to please others, only to live in
misery and confusion themselves.
Calvary Baptist Church, 900 E.
23rd St. will be addressing this
problem this Sunday morning dur-
ing our 11:00 service. Come join
us. Adv.

BASKETBALL CARD albums

have arrived. Selected T-shirts and

posters 50% off. Major League
Sports, 321 N. Ballard. Adv.

The Pampa Police Department reported the fol-
lowing accidents during the 24-hour period ending at
7 a.m. today.

THURSDAY, Feb. 7

3:05 p.m. — A 1981 Chevrolet driven by Edna
Richter, 312 N. Zimmers, collided with a 1991
Oldsmobile driven by Mary Maggard, 1101 Sandle-
wood, in the 1700 block of West Alcock. Richter was
cited for failure to yield right of way.

Fires

The Pampa Fire Department reported the follow-
ing calls during the 24-hour period ending at 7 a.m.
today.

THURSDAY, Feb. 7

9:24 a.m. - Jaws of life run was made to wreck
five miles west of city on Hwy. 60. Two units and
four firefighters responded. Mary Trotter of Pampa
was pronounced dead at the scene.

10:44 a.m. - False alarm was reported at Coronado
Hospital. Three units and six firefighters responded.

7:55 p.m. - Kitchen fire at Caprock Apartments

#305 created damage to stove and hood vent. Three |’

units and six firefighters responded.

Crime Stoppers 669-2222

Help Pampa take a bite out of crime

Weather focus

LOCAL FORECAST

Tonight, increasing cloudiness
and mild with a low in the lower
30s and southerly winds 10-20
mph, turning northwesterly after
midnight. Saturday, cooler with
partly cloudy skies, a high in the
upper 50s and northerly winds 10-
15 mph. Thursday’s high was 58;
the overnight low was 32.

REGIONAL FORECAST

West Texas — Fair tonight
except partly cloudy far west. Part-
ly cloudy Saturday. Lows tonight in
the 30s except upper 20s Big Bend
mountains. Highs Saturday from
upper 50s Panhandle to low 70s
Big Bend valleys.

North Texas — Mostly clear and
cold tonight. Partly cloudy north
Saturday, sunny south. Lows
tonight 34 to 40. Highs Saturday 67
northwest to 75 southeast.

South Texas — Sunny and mild
through Saturday. Fair and cool
tonight. Highs Saturday mostly in
the 70s. Lows tonight in the 40s
except in the 30s Hill Country and
near 50 extreme south.

EXTENDED FORECAST
Sunday Tuesday

through
West Texas — Panhandle: Slight

chance of showers Sunday. Fair
Monday and Tuesday. Highs in mid
to upper 50s. Lows in upper 20s.
South Plains: Slight chance of
showers Sunday. Fair Monday and
Tuesday. Highs in upper 50s and
low 60s. Lows around 30. Permian
Basin, Far West: Slight chance of
showers Sunday. Fair Monday and
Tuesday. Highs in low to mid 60s.
Lows in mid to upper 30s. Concho-
Pecos Valleys: Slight chance of
showers Sunday. Fair Monday and
Tuesday. Highs in low to mid 60s.
Lows around 40. Big Bend: Fair
weather each day. Highs in the 60s
mountains and 70s lowlands. Lows
in the 20s mountains and 40s
lowlands.

South Central: Increasing clouds
Sunday. Mostly cloudy Monday
and Tuesday. Lows in the 30s Hill
Country to 40s South Central.

Highs Sunday near 70. Highs Mon- |-

day and Tuesday in the 60s. Coastal
Bend: Increasing clouds Sunday.
Mostly cloudy Monday and Tues-
day. Lows in the 40s to near 50.
Highs in the 70s. Lower Rio
Grande Valley and Plains: Increas-
ing clouds Sunday. Mostly cloudy
Monday and Tuesday. Lows Sun-

day and Monday in the 50s. Lows] = .
Tuesday in the 40s to near 50.] . *

Highs in the 70s. Southeast Texas

and Upper Coast: Mostly cloudy |
each day with a slight chance of | .

showers Sunday and Monday.
Lows in the 40s. Highs in the 60s.
BORDER STATES
Oklahoma — Fair tonight.

day. Lows tonight upper 20s to near

40. Highs Saturday mid 50s west- | -

emn Panhandle to upper 60s extreme
southeast.

New Mexico - Partly cloudy | -

north and fair south tonight and Satur-

day with widely scattered rainor | =

snow showers north tonight and
northeast

cloudy on Saturday. Cooler mainly .
in the Panhandle and west on Satur-

. A little cooler east | ©

Saturday. Highs 40s and 50s

mountains and north with 60s lower |

elevations south. Lows tonight teens

and 20s mountains and north with 30s |

lower elevations south.
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Richards' proposed insurance plan would be costly, official says

By CHIP BROWN
Associated Press Writer

LUBBOCK (AP) — Making good on a promise by
Gov. Ann Richards to provide health insurance for all
Texans would likely send the state’s insurance industry
into turmoil and raise rates across the board, a leading
industry official says.

“Insurance is an economic discipline,” said Dr.
Rogers Coleman, president of Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Texas Inc. “If you play games with the rules,
you are likely to wind up with the same scenario we
have with the savings and loans and banks.”

Richards promised during her campaign to provide
Medicare to all Texans who fall below the federal
poverty line at a price of $400 million.

s “I am not saying it can’t be done,” Coleman said at
an insurance luncheon Thursday. ‘‘But taking every-

body in would change the price and drive up everyone'’s
rates.”

Coleman said he agrees with Richards that the insur-
ance business needs cleaning up.

But he disagrees with her attack on the State Board
of Insurance.

“Ann Richards is a conscientious lady,” Coleman
said. “She is as frustrated as everybody else is about the
dilemma and a remark like that is made simply to
underline her frustration.”

In her State of the State address Wednesday,
Richards chastised the State Board of Insurance for rub-
ber-stamping unnecessary rate increases.

Richards urged board chairman James Saxton and
board member Richard Reynolds to step down.

Coleman said Richards’ demand for the board resig-
nations may be off the mark.

“Don’t blame the State Board of Insurance altogeth-

i

er for a bad job,” he said. “It is an impossible job right
now. They don’t have all the tools they need. The rules
are going to have to change.”

Coleman said the insurance board can not streamline
the industry until it receives more information on the
financial solvency of new companies entering the mar-
ketplace.

Start-up companies he called *‘fly-by-nights’ are
dropping their premiums well below the industry aver-
age to attract business, but end up going under because
they don’t have the capital to survive.

“Sometimes you have to have a rule that people
must have a certain amount of capital to get into the
business,’”’ he said. “In Texas we have fairly low
entrance requirements.”’

Coleman said the “fly-by-nights” hurt the industry
two ways.

“First they undercut the competition and then six to

eight months later they fail and the rest of the industry
ends up covering their costs.”

Coleman said the insurance industry as a whole is in
a downward spiral.

“I think the insurance industry is going to be the
next savings and loan dilemma of America,” he said. I
don’t know if there is anything that can be done to avert
it.

“What will happen is that a lot of the little bitty
players will no longer be able to afford to compete with
the big guys and the big guys will merge and cut down
the scale of their administrative costs.

“There will always be a good industry and good
insurance companies. But they will be bigger and
stronger and more attentive to the daily business than
the little guy.

“The shakeout will be hard just like the S&L and
bank shakeout has been hard.”

Sen. Parker files

alternate school

funding proposal

AUSTIN (AP) - A plan to
reform school funding by shifting
some local property tax revenue
from rich to poor school districts
has been introduced by the Senate
Education Committee chairman.

Sen. Carl Parker said Thursday he
hasn’t given up on legislation propos-
ing a statewide property tax, which
would replace local property levies
for schools. But he said as yet, he has
not been able to muster enough leg-
islative support for that reform idea.

Parker’s alternative plan would
require all school districts to impose
local property taxes at the same
minimum rate. A similar plan has
been filed in the House.

Revenue over a certain amount
would be taken from wealthier
school districts and redistributed to
poorer districts.

The plan, meant to comply with a
Texas Supreme Court order to give
poor school districts equitable fund-
ing, also would add $2 billion in state
aid to schools over the next two years.

“I would not be surprised after
all options are examined if some
who have castigated the statewide
property tax begin looking at it
again,” said Parker, D-Port Arthur.

-

Waving proudly

The American and Texas flags are reflected in a window glass at City Hall under the sunny skies
bringing mild winter weather to the area for the past few days. For those wanting
dows, The Pampa News will be printing a full-page color American flag in Sunday’s edition. The page
can be removed from the newspaper and taped onto a window for those wanting to show their support
for the American troops participating in Operation Desert Storm in the Persian Gulf War.

(Staff photo by Jean Strestman-Ward)

a flag in their win-

“But sometimes, you’ve got to
take a little different approach to
educate folks,” he said.

Lubbockites: War will drag on

By CHIP BROWN
Associated Press Writer

LUBBOCK (AP) - President
Bush’s adopted sounding board
believes the allied forces are in for a
long haul in the Persian Gulf War.

In the latest Pulse of America sur-
vey of 400 Lubbock residents, 57 per-
cent of those polled say the war will
last anywhere from three to 12 months.

Fifteen percent say the battle
will not last three months and 17
percent say the war will carry on for
more than a year.

“Who knows how long the fight-
ing will go on,” said Dan Young,
owner of the Farmer’s Comner agri-
culture supply store. “But I guaran-
tee you one thing. We will be there
'til the end. If it takes three days ar
three months, we will be there.”

Bush’s handling of the Gulf War
drew rave reviews with Lubbock-
ites. But his popularity dropped con-
siderably when it came to domestc
problems.

Eighty-five percent of those
polled in this windblown West Texas
city say Bush has made the right deci-
sions concerning the Middle East.

“Bush is doing an excellent job
in the war effort,” Jess Maynard, a
64-year-old World War II veteran,
said from his stool at the Pancake
House Thursday.

*“I give (Iraq) another week or so
and they will be ready to say

‘uncle.” Then we can go in with
ground forces and clean things up.”

But 50 percent of those surveyed in
this mostly conservative farming com-
munity say Bush is doing a fair-to-poor
job of handling domestic affairs like
the economy, civil rights and taxes.

“I think his attention to other
issues is being diverted by the war,”
Young said. “I don’t know if he is
getting too much help from Congress
either. I think we ought to just get rid
of everybody in Congress and get a
new batch of blood in there.”

Lubbock-based Southwest
Research Associates, which con-
ducted the survey, faxed the poll to
the White House Thursday. South-
west Research officials say the poll
is one of only a few that the White
House reviews.

The poll has a 5 percent margin
of error.

“Bush has said he really appreci-
ates the survey and reads it with keen
interest,” said Jane Anne Stinnett, a
partner in Southwest Research. “We
can’t say how much influence it has,
but he does look at it.” '

Ms. Stinnett said the Pulse of
America poll evolved after the pres-
ident responded to several questions
about the state of the union during a
March 1989 news conference.

“Now wait just a minute,” Bush
told reporters then. “I talked to a
friend in Lubbock, Texas, and he

says everything is just fine.”

Unlike the proposed statewide
tax, Parker said his backup
plan could be done either with or
without a constitutional amendment.
A proposed constitutional amend-
ment requires approval by two-
thirds of the Legislature and passage
by voters in a statewide election.

The proposed statewide property
tax, which would replace local prop-
erty taxes for schools, has met with
opposition from the Texas Associa-
tion of School Boards, a group of
poor school districts and Republicans.

With passage of a constitutional
amendment, Parker’s new plan
would redistribute local property
taxes around the state. Without it,
the revenue would be redistributed
within 20 large taxing districts.

The state is facing an April 1
Supreme Court deadline for school
funding reform. The $14-billion-a-
year finance system declared
unconstitutional by the court relies
on local property taxes, state aid
and some federal money.

Differences in property wealth
among school districts result in
funding disparities that the court
said it will not tolerate.

Parker’s plan would require all
school districts to levy property
taxés at a minimum of 70 cents per
$100 property valuation the first
year; an increase to $1 would be
phased in by 1995.

School districts could levy up to
another 20 cents for facilities fund-
ing, and up to another 30 cents to
enrich programs. No district could
tax above that level, and every dis-
trict would be guaranteed the same
amount of money at the same local
tax rate.

Storage tanks explode;
two killed, one injured

NEEDVILLE (AP) - Two peo-
ple were killed and another critical-
ly injured when a series of explo-
sions rocked a petroleum storage
yard, authorities say.

The explosion Thursday appar-
ently occurred when a vacuum truck
was unloading a crude oil tank at
the same when a tank was being
welded to the truck, Fort Bend
County Sheriff’s officials said.

Authorities said three to four
tanks were involved in the accident,
which occurred about 11 a.m. in a
rural area in Fort Bend County
about 45 miles southwest of Hous-
ton and 1 mile east of the San
Bemard River.

Smoke from the fire could be
seen as far as 25 miles, Wells said.

Volunteer firefighters had to let
the fire burn itself out Thursday
because of an inadequate water
source in the area.

Killed in the accident were vacu-
um truck driver Rickie G. Borak,
41, of El Campo, and welder James
Bardwell, 18, of Shepherd.

Harold Barron of Missouri City, a
welder, was taken by helicopter to
Hermann Hospital in Houston, where
he was listed in critical condition with
bums over 70 percent of his body.

Reporters sentenced to jail, freed
on appeal in murder witness case

HOUSTON (AP) - Two
reporters sentenced to 30 days in jail
and fined $500 each for refusing to
comply with a judge’s order to help
identify murder witnesses are free
without bond pending their appeal
in federal court.

James T. Campbell of the Houston
Chronicle and Felix Sanchez of The
Houston Post were released on their

own recognizance Thursday afternoon
by U.S. Magistrate Nancy Pecht.

The two newsmen are free at
least until a Monday moming hear-
ing on their contempt citations
before Ms. Pecht, who later will
made a recommendation to U.S.
District Judge Kenneth Hoyt.

Earlier Thursday, Campbell and
Sanchez were sentenced to jail and
fined by State District Judge
William Harmon after they refused
to comply with his order for a third
time.

Harmon had cited the two for
contempt of court Tuesday after
they refused to comply with his
order to help a defense attorney
identify murder witnesses. The
judge could have sentenced them to
a maximum six months in jail.

“I couldn’t be happier,” Sanchez
said as he walked out of Pecht’s

Nation's only gay credit union now offers credit cards

DALLAS (AP) - The only gay
and lesbian financial institution in
the country is now offering a credit
card to0 its members to “remind the
public of the economic clout the
gay and lesbian community really
has,” its president said.

“It’s a matter of dignity and
pride,” said Dan Wallace, president of
the 300-member Dallas Gay Alliance
offering the pink-and-gray Master-
Card stamped “Dallas Gay Alliance.”

“People have always been more
than willing to take our money and
sell us all kinds of products and ser-
vices, then turn right around and
degrade us,” Wallace said. “This
way, they’ll leamn where their busi-
ness is coming from, and maybe
then we'll earn some respect.”

The credit cards offers a 14 per-
cent interest rate and no annual fee.

Cardholders may also receive cash |

advances at the same low interest rate.
The Dallas Gay Alliance, which
received a Texas credit union char-

A tape mconling'nt the credit

union office tells callers: ““This

ly gay- and lesbian-identified card
in the nation. ... This MasterCard
mlllllownnodemoumow
pride every time we use it ... Use it

courtroom Thursday afternoon. “It
seems as if someone is going to hear
what our argument has been, which
is that we have nothing helpful to
offer the defense.”

A hearing on the reporters’
appeal was scheduled Thursday, but
Pecht delayed it until Monday to
give lawyers for the Harris County
Sheriff’s Department, which issued

the subpoena, time to prepare théir passed.

case.

“I'm happy to not be spending
the night at the Klevenhagen inn,”
Campbell said, referring to Sheriff
Johnny Klevenhagen, who runs the
Harris County Jail.

“I’'m just happy that now we
have somebody who's going to lis-
ten to the merits of our case. We
think what we’ve done is right,”
Campbell said. “We had resolved
ourselves to having to possibly
spend time in jail, but I think now
we’ve got some relief and hopefully
our writ will be granted.”

The reporters covered a double
killing May 20 at a house party and
interviewed partygoers who wit-
nessed a fatal fight, but refused to
give the reporters their names.

David Taylor, 18, has been
charged with murdering Percy

provide more services for the credit
union’s members.

“But we want also people to real-
ize the buying power we have, and
this is a great way to do it. Most peo-
ple don’t realize how diverse, and in
some cases, how affluent the gay and
lesbian community really is,” Camp-
bell said. “This ought to do some-
thing to start changing that.”

rmichacl
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421 S. Cuyler

Our Troops Are There
For All Of Us...

Let’s All Support Them!

Banyon and his cousin, Calvin
Sanders, both 18, at the east Harris
County party.

The newsmen say they don’t
know the names of the people they
interviewed the day after the slay-
ings because the people requested to
remain anonymous. They also said
they would not recognize them any-
way because so much time has

But Taylor’s attorney, Kevin
Oncken, said the reporters’ assis-
tance is essential for his client to
receive a fair trial.

Bill Ogden, the Chronicle’s
attorney, said Oncken wanted the
reporters to sit in the courtroom
through the entire trial and let the
defense know if they recognized
anyone who came into the room.

After being cited for contempt,
the reporters spent Tuesday,
Wednesday and part of Thursday in
Harmon'’s chambers while their
attorneys appealed their case. They
were allowed to go home at night.

Lawyers for the two newspapers
appealed the contempt citation to
the Texas Court of Criminal
Appeals, which let Harmon’s ruling
Tuesday stand. The papers then took
their case to federal court.

FOLLOW THESE
FOOT PRINTS TO
THE FINAL DAYS OF
GRAHAM FURNITURE
WINTER CLEARANCE
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Wallace said he also hopes “it’ll
make other financial institutions
more sensitive to the special needs
of gays and lesbians.”

“For instance, when a gay cou-
ple tries to get a joint mortgage on a
home, they’re not exactly greewd
with open arms,” he said. “ Some
of that has to do with law, but some
of itis an ammdmal pmblem -
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Graham Furniture

“Anyone Can Sell Furniture!”
Graham’'s Furniture Sells Satisfaction
1415 N. Hobart
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Viewpoints

The Pampa News

EVER STRIVING FOR THE TOP O' TEXAS
TO BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

Let Peace Begin With Me

This newspaper is dedicated to furnishing information to our
readers so that they can better promote and preserve their own
freedom and encourage others to see its blessings. Only when
man understands freedom and is free to control himself and all
he possesses can he develop to his utmost capabilities.

We believe that freedom is a gift from God and not a political
grant from government, and that men have the right to take
moral action to preserve their life and property for themselves
and others.

Freedom is neither license nor anarchy. It is control and
sovereignty of oneself, no more, no less. It is, thus, consistent
with the coveting commandment.

Louise Fletcher
Publisher

Larry D. Hollis
Managing Editor

Opinion

Lightning strikes
in Desert Storm

The storm — the Desert Storm — had been gathering for half a
year, enough time to try diplomatic sanctions, enough time to debate
the wisdom and justice of the contemplated response by force,
enough time to collect intelligence and plan strategy. And enough
time for Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi dictator who had emerged as the
world’s newest political monster, to give back to the Kuwaiti people
their land and their dignity.

When the storm finally hit, raining and blazing down on Bagh-
dad from hundreds and thousands of jetfighters, it came (even to
those who expected it promptly after the deadline, Jan. 15, that the
United Nations had given Saddam to depart Kuwait) as a stunning
surprise. And it came as a breathtaking affirmation that surgical air
strikes, the efficacy of which was always doubted by President
Bush’s detractors, would work.

Is it premature to say that? Apparently not. The massive air
operation, continuing even now, has hit its strategic targets and done
so with minimal cost. Notwithstanding Saddam’s multiple anti-air-
craft batteries, nearly all of the warplanes of the nations that sent
them have returned safely to their bases, with only relatively few
failing to come back — an utterly astonishing datum in the annals of
warfare. Saddam’s Scud missiles have failed to achieve their objec-
tives; Iraq’s air force basically is demolished; Saddam’s Republican
Guard has been held in check, generally neutralized; his nuclear and
chemical warfare facilities were disabled.

Those doubts about an air strategy grew out of the horrible Viet-
nam experience, in which U.S. pilots were denied the chance to hit
the enemy’s most important targets. The practice then, devised by
U.S. politicians, was to send our aircraft over North Vietnam'’s capi-
tal, only to bomb insignificant sites as some sort of message of seri-
ousness. The result was to make Hanoi even more resolute in its
objectiv w0 our pilots 1o communist gun-
oy R B T o o .

George Bush has pledged that this war would not become anoth-
er Vietnam, and for the sake of both justice for the Kuwaitis and our
own domestic tranquility, we hope he means it. Tellingly, the first
three weeks of the Persian Gulf War demonstrate a clear resolve to
make the conflict relatively short and decisive.

Whether Saddam’'s resistance has been broken remains undeter-
mined. He continues his blustery rhetoric of futile huffing and puff-
ing. Perhaps from some Baghdad bunker he still means to wage a
vicious ground war. Defense Secretary Dick Cheney and Bush have
prepared us for a long and tough fight. By the look of Operation
Desert Storm so far, however, the war will conclude with reasonable
satisfaction.

War will never be altogether satisfactory, of course, and much of
the Middle East will continue as a battleground well after Baghdad
has been pacified. But however overblown his vision of a “new
world order” (already collapsing in the Baltics), these hours in the
Iraqi skies — and perhaps on the ground — will be seen as George
Bush’s finest.
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Poor old Contel and GTE!

WASHINGTON - Well, it fairly makes your
heart bleed. Poor old Contel! Pathetic little GTE!
It’s a reasonable premise that federal loans should
go only to the needy, and evidently the country’s
great telephone holding companies are among the
neediest of them all. Kindly lend an ear.

Curiously, except for the companies that are
directly involved, few persons are aware of what
has been going on. This reporter had his eyes
opened when we wandered by the Rural Electrifi-
cation Administration the other day, just to see how
the electric cooperatives are getting along.

No big story there. What lifts the old eyebrows is
the story of low-interest loans to telephone compa-
nies. Under an astonishingly easygoing law, a few
rural telephone enterprises are royally milking the
taxpayers. Last year three giant holding companies
sucked up $131.3 million in federally guaranteed
loans. This was almost one-third of the total tele-
phone loans awarded under auspices of the REA.

It is small wonder that financial analyst Mario
Gabelli, writing in Barron’s, has warm things to say
about these poor little rich kids. He highly recom-
mends Century Telephone Enterprises, and for a good
reason: Century is certainly enterprising. Over the
years, 23 Century affiliates have borrowed $127 mil-
lion from the taxpayers. They still owe $68.6 million.

Century Telephone reportedly is a likely
takeover target for ALLTEL, another practically
penniless giant. ALLTEL has borrowed a mere
$271 million through its 21 REA affiliates. The
company’s profits in 1989 came to $154 million.
Over the past 10 years its stock has gained 433 per-
cent. Not bad for a po’ little Oklahoma outfit just
helpin’ the country folks.

James J.
Kilpatrick

The story of rural telephone loans goes back to
1949, when only one out of three farms had “tele-
phone service. No one paid much attention. It
seemed friendly to help the 29,000 farmers who
were the first ones to sign up.

Today the REA telephone borrowers have more
than 5 million subscribers. When the program began,
only 17 companies lined up for the subsidized loans.
Last year 960 were at the trough. At the outset; not
much money was involved. Over the years, the tele-
phone loans have amounted to $7.2 billion.

We are talking real money, and the remarkable
thing is that the REA is hog-tied. Under present
law, loans must be approved not only for co-ops
but for any eligible borrower. It is first come, first
served for the annual lending authorization, and the
big boys know how to supply.

Something is truly loony in a system by which
the government borrows $42 million at 8.6 percent
or 9 percent and lends it to GTE affiliates at 5 per-
cent. This is not the only lunacy. Under the 1990
farm bill, things were made even wackier. The
REA formerly could refuse telephone loans to
build buildings, to buy such equipment. as trucks

and to extend the payback period beyond the useful
life of whatever was being bought. Those modest
restrictions are gone now.

President Bush put it this way in November,
when he signed the 1990 farm bill:

“Many rural development provisions could
greatly increase federal costs without necessarily
improving the welfare of rural America. In particu-
lar, the provisions regarding rural telephone loans
represent unwarranted increases in federal subsi-
dies and risk.

“Telephone borrowers, many of whom are large
and profitable holding companies, can now use
federal loans to build office buildings, can deter-
mine their own loan terms and can have their

required debt service margin reduced. These

changes reduce the administration’s ability to man-
age properly telephone loan risk, and in effect turn
control of the program over to the borrowers.”

“When Congress gets down to work this spring,
perhaps some economy-minded member will
undertake to rewrite Title 23 of the Farm Act as it
affects rural telephone companies. It’s time to stop
this gravy train. -

As for the electric co-ops, they’re doing OK. A
couple of years ago, 15 of the 950 co-ops that bor-
rowed from REA were in default on $8.5 billion in
loans. More than $6.7 billion of those loans have
been restructured, and the balance will be worked
out by the end of 1992.

A good case can be made that future loans to
the electrics should be based solely on need in truly
rural areas, remote from wealthy urban suburbs. If

a like rule were imposed on the telephone borrow-

ers, both programs would make more sense.

Today in history

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Feb. 8, the 39th
day of 1991. There are 326 days left
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Feb. 8, 1587, Mary, Queen
of Scots, was beheaded at Fother-
inghay Castle in England after she
was implicated in a plot to kill her
cousin, Queen Elizabeth 1.

On this date:

In 1693, a charter was granted
for the College of William and
Mary in Williamsburg, Va.

In 1837, for the only time in his-
tory, the U.S. Senate chose the vice
president of the United States,

after no candidate received a major-
ity of electoral votes.
In 1904, the Russo-Japanese

Arthur in Manchuria.

America was incorporated.
In 1915, the motion picture The

Griffith, had its premier at Clune’s
Auditorium in Los Angeles.

In 1922, President Harding had a
radio installed in the White House.

In 1924, the first execution by
lethal gas in the United States took-
place at the Nevada State Prison in
Carson City.

A matter of real horse sense

Harriette Graves is a responsible, respected
reporter for the Brownwood (Texas) Bulletin. Like
all of us, sometimes she is called upon to report
things that are difficult to explain.

The temperature was way below freezing —
down in the single digits — when out on Brady
Highway motorists were surprised to see a horse
standing in the middle of the road.

Motorists had slowed at the city limits sign so
they were able to stop in time.

The horse had a rope and a chain attached.

Motorist Glynn Franklin got out of his car to
see what was wrong, but as he approached, the
horse pulled away. Franklin would advance, the
horscwouldretreat—butalways in the same direc-
tion, as though the horse was determined to lead
the man in that specific direction.

When the motorist was able to grab the rope
attached to the neck of the horse, the horse persist-
ed - pulling Franklin toward Willis Creek.

Franklin, still being led by the horse, was by
this time all the way back to Brownwood city lim-
its. There’s a roadside convenience store with a

public phone outside. Still holding on to the horse,
he stopped and telephoned police.

Minutes later officer John Harper arrived, and
together they let the horse lead them toward the
bed of the creek.

Nearing the creek, they heard a bellowing. It

grew louder as they approached.

At the creeksnde they discovered what the
horse, unable to tell them, had been determined to
show them: another horse.

This one also had both a rope and chain around
its neck.

This one’s chain had become tangled in brush;
he was bound fast, unable to reach either water or
food.

Shortly, the animals had water and food.

Graves reported this extraordinary experience a
few days ago.

I called her to follow up and discovered what

had happened.

Cowboy Joe Diaz, owner of the two horses, had
tied them up outside while he was bam cleaning,,
He’d had a heart attack. :

Diaz was able to get to a phone and alert emer-
gency services, but during all the fuss and confy-
sion while they were getting him to the hospital, :
everybody forgot about the horses.

selecting Richard Mentor Johnson

Birth of a Nation, directed by D.W..
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Seeking forage, the horses eventually broke -

loose — still dangling enough of that rope harness to
get one of them into trouble. Anyway, Diaz has

recovered. He's home safe again. And his friends.

are, 100.
One of which likely owes its life to the other.
I asked Graves if she believed in horse sense.
Shes.?—-ifyouptuniscnouolcll!

Gorbachev wobbles in Soviet chaos |

By WILLIAM A. RUSHER

The fog of war in the Middle East
has served to obscure, to some extent,
recent historic developments in the
Soviet Union. No doubt President
Gorbachev is grateful for that, and he
may even have taken deliberate
advantage of it. But the developments
were inevitable in any case, and they
will keep on unfolding whether any-
one is watching them or not.

Remember that, in a disintegrating
polity like the Soviet Union today, basi-
cally only two policies are available to
the authorities: 1o make liberalizing con-
cessions, or 1o crack down. Whichever
policy is adopted, it is soon seen to be
failing, and the natural inclination is to
switch 10 the other policy. When that in
tumn begins o fail, pressure will rise to
retumn 10 the first. And so on.

The penultimate stages of disinte-
gration, therefore, tend to have a sort
of stroboscopic quality, with the light

of liberty flashing first on, then off,

then on again, etc. The end result

often is a new tyranny - as when
Napoleon put an end to the French
Revolution, or Lenin seized power
after collapse of the czars.

But the peoples of the Soviet
Union have too recent a memory of
tyranny to make that a likely result in
this case. Instead, the acids of nation-
alism appear to be eating away at the
bloated corpse of communism, and it
seems probable that there will soon
be nearly a score of nations where
there used to be only one.

What is distinctive about Mikhail
Gorbachev’s response to his dilemma
is his exasperating moderation. Having
perceived that the Soviet Union could
not survive as a traditional tyranny, he
invoked the concepts of and

ika and thereby opened a fatal
wound in the old system.

When the avatars of political and

economic liberty sought to pursue

these ideals to their logical conclusion,
however, Gorbachev held back. He
was ready, even eager, for reform — but
how much reform? The enthusiasts,

both in Russia and in the various ethnic
republics, insisted on pushing ahead -
whereupon Gorbachev cracked down.
But notice how relatively moderate
the crackdown has thus far been, in
both Lithuania and Latvia (let alone
elsewhere). It is true, and tragic, that

“innocent lives have been lost, quite

possibly at the order of local comman-
ders. But nothing that has happened
bears comparison to what Stalin —or,
for that matter, Saddam Hussein -
would do under similar circumstances.

Moreover, on Jan. 22 Gorbachev
appeared at a hastily organized press
conference to deny that he was tum-
ing toward dictatorship, and to
declare: “The achievements of pere-
stroika, democratization and glasnost
were and remain eternal values, which
presidential power will protect.”

The point is not whether Gor-
bachev is telling the whole truth. The
point is that his favorite form of loco-
motion is the wobble.

Now, there is nothing terribly
wrong, or even necessarily unsuccess-

ful, about the wobble as a political
technique. Close students of American_
politics may recall a political leader-’
who not long ago vowed to oppose-
new taxes, then reversed himself, and
is still judged politically viable.

But Gorbachev is presiding over

the closing stages of the Soviet Union’s |
existence as a going entity, and if he is '

tem
pel fundamental reforms or to reim-
pose a truly convincing dictatorship,
that tells us what will probably happen
as long as he can cling to power.

The Soviet Union is thus likely, fot

the foreseeable future, to wobble back
and forth between inadequate attempts

tally unable either 1 com-

War began as Japan besieged Pott. ;

In 1910, the Boy Scouts of

at reform and equally inadequaté” | |

crackdowns. Ultimately, Gorbachev,

{

wnllberephced.bﬂpob&lynotbyu.

any genuinely efficient new despot.
What used to be the Soviet Union will - -

eventually be inherited by the Yelising,
and the peripheral ethnic leaders; .,
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By MARIANN CAPRINO

are pending, according to spokesman Paul Elias.
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Troops gain loan breaks from banks under law

Mark Bumeko, a spokesman for the American

— AP Business Writer At Chase Manhattan Bank, roughly 3,000 cus- Bankers Association in Washington.
| tomers are enjoying lower interest rates, includ- Since the reservists’ accounts are spread
NEW YORK (AP) - Banks are required to ing 2,000 credit-card holders, said spokesman among many banks nationwide, the banks’ liabil-
d e give military reservists on active duty a break on Ken Mills. ity is considered by many bankers to be minimal.
interest rates, but several are going beyond the Chase is also holding interest on new credit- Retired Rear Adm. Wendell McHenry Jr.,
e useful law by dropping interest charges and postponing card purchases to 6 percent. To date, reservists executive vice president of the Association of
modest payment deadlines. comprise about 15 percent of the 500,000 troops Military Banks of America, says no member
Under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief stationed in the Persian Gulf, although more than institution has complained of lower earnings
sibet Act of 1940, banks are required to reduce to 6 200,000 reservists have been called to active because of the law. The association represents
’ percent the interest on existing installment debt — duty, Pentagon spokesman Maj. Doug Hart says. independent banks and branch banks on U.S. mil-
s eould including home mortgages, credit card debt and He said he does not know how many reservists itary bases worldwide.
:'ssaril student loans — while reservists are on active have been given lower interest rates. However, the Navy Federal Credit Union has
e duty. Under federal law, employers must provide lost money, said one official, who spoke on con-
pa;ueu- Several banks have gone beyond the letter of returning reservists with their old jobs or ones of dition of anonymity. The spokesman said that as
‘lesfgsn: the law. San Francisco-based Bank of America, comparable seniority, status, pay unless they can of the end of December, the credit. union reported
the nation’s second-largest banking company, has prove the jobs were eliminated during the mili- about $27,000 a month in lost interest because of
e large frozen loan payments for all qualifying reservists. tary action. the law.
arg Interest and principal payments need not be The relief act was designed to protect active Against annual net income of $50 million for
o:;' oo paid until the reservist returns from duty. With  duty reservists who earned more as civilians from the 1 million-plus-member credit union, “it’s not
L l‘;:g; credit cards, which can be used by reservists or financial disaster. Mortgages currently are run- a major factor,” the spokesman said. Effects will
These family members on their accounts, payments are ning about 10 percent while pcrsonal loan rates depend on how many reserves are deployed and
Sy made against principal only, said spokesman Ber- can approach double that. the length of the war, he said. _
nice Riordan. “Anybody who is experiencing any kind of As of the end of December, S00 credit union
‘agt HNR Wells Fargo & Co., another major San Francis- financial hardship because of the difference members sought relief under the law, twice as
S co bank, has suspended payments for more than between private sector and military pay will want many as in the previous month, and the figure has
esrpl\:/ni%i 800 active reservists and another 100 applications to avail themselves of this opportunity,” says grown since then, he said.
o sop C 1 i in Bush's bud al
o st0p uts get less prominence 1n bush's budget propos
OK. A By ALAN FRAM lawmakers agreed to last fall. new programs to help the poor buy switching money from one category
llilil bor- . (AP Laserphoto)  Associated Press Writer Limits have been placed on their public housing units. But he to another.
ion in spending, and any increases in one would reduce by $657 million - to They say that by living within
1s have Smgke blllhowsﬁelabovBela IV?n "?m wi’;l(ih anlanLaCdea.s WASHINGTON (AP) — There it program must be balanced out by $367 million — funds for housing the the agreed-on spending caps, they
worked made on the office Britain's prime minister in London's .., page 15 of President Bush’s cuts elsewhere so the budget short- elderly and handicapped, and elimi- are doing two things: reducing this
Whitehall on Thursday. fiscal 1992 budget, an entry that fall will not increase. nate the $734 million program for year’s record $318 billion budget
pans to _ o ) ° brought joy to the hearts of many The budget document also building new public housing units. | gap and forcing lawmakers to
in truly IRA fO]lS red alel't Securlty liberal members of Congress: $223 shows how Bush chose to highlight — Create a new program dis-' choose their priorities.
urbs. If million more to feed poor women new spending initiatives while giv- tributing $690 million to school dis- Sen. Pete Domenici of New
)OITOW- and children. ing less prominence to the cuts tricts for educational innovations.. Mexico, ranking Republican on the

ry

with mortar attack by van

By MAUREEN JOHNSON

The driver parked the van in a

And then 381 pages later, there
was a line that caused their hearts to
skip a beat: $678 million less to

offered to pay for them.
Administration officials and
congressional Republicans say the

But he would cut the $84 million
program for aiding public libraries/

to $35 million.

Budget Committee, said he and
Bush favored increasing spending
for scientific research, children and

Associated Press Writer no-parking zone within 100 yards of help the poor pay their heating bills.  mixture of spending increases and — Start a new $171 million pro- energy.

Downing Street and just off busy The tradeoff is just one of many cuts is sound budgeting and deci- gram aimed at preventing infant “But to pay for them, he had to
1e 39th LONDON (AP) - It was the IRA’s Whitehall, a broad thoroughfare at illustrations in Bush’s $1.45 trillion sion-making. mortality in 10 cities with the high- look at the programs that we have in
ys left prime target and a bold moment: a the heart of the British govenment.  spending plan of a dominant new ““Going forward in the future est death rates among babies. But he existence and say which ones ought

mortar attack in broad daylight on the He rode off on the back of an theme in budgeting forced by now, we're simply going to have to also would end the $436 million to be reduced, eliminated or
ry: prime minister’s 10 Downing St. resi- accomplice’s motorcycle just before the  deficit-reduction rules Bush and make the cloth fit to the size of the program by which grants are dis- changed so we save some money,”
Queen dence during a top-level security alert mortars fired, Churchill-Coleman said. coat,” is how Treasury Secretary tributed to local governments for Domenici said. “Frankly, that to me
‘other- for Iraqi-inspired terrorists, The mortar shell scorched the 2 ¢ face food stamp Nicholas Brady described things  various health programs. equals deciding priorities, making
ler she Prime Minister John Major was rear of the prime minister’s 17th . when Bush unvei 1S budget on ush and his deienders argue  choices. o
ill her i ith his Gulf W; binet t i , and broke win- tl‘afﬁ(:klllg char €8  Monday. that the budget proposal simply fol- “That’s the best part of this; it
¥ﬁ::ga;ww"exns thl:, mo?:arcaﬁl::-,d ﬁi’&:ﬁ;&sm‘ c:l ::vno m:i(;h;o:il:g & : But many Democrats picking lows the new rules set by last fall’'s will force Congress to set priori-
from an abandoned van, exploded in houses, said Stewart Goodwin, a .. ASHINGTON (AP) — Special  rough the 3-inch-thick volume say  $500 billion, five-year deficit-reduc- ties,” said Rep. Christopher Shays,
ranted the back garden of his home spokcsr;man for Scotland Yard, = ooMs from the Agriculture Depart- ;¢ rife with spending increases tion measure. The procedures not R-Conn., a member of the House
m and He nharmed. but the The blast occurred within 50 feert ™ent and local law enforcement 54 ¢\yiq that seem contradictory. only cap spending for domestic, Budget Committee. *“‘If we don’t
audacit;v of the strike by the Irish of where Maior was meeting with ©. ' A a0 lcemg%;?s;’:gg: “This budget has some funda- defense and foreign aid programs, like (Bush's) priorities, we can set
in his- Republican Army and the enormity senior government officials includ- ;?ngpmi a:vgcd with traﬂ”icl);ing hmental inconsistencies m"msanny but prohibit budget-writers from them differently.
le vice of what could have happencd ing Foreign Secretary Doug!as in food stamps and drug violations. J:;l;nsi;;;c% %;?lﬁral:]l‘!;. Senfm;
tates, . promp}cd chgrges that police were Hurd, Defqnse Secretary Tom King A federal grand jury in Waco Bydeet Coml'niuce ch;irman said
hnson not doing their job. There also' were and the chlef. of thg defepse staff, returned sealed indictments earlier Ty, g ’
major- demands for even tighter se<;lunt)_'. Air Marshal ISU Dafpd Cr:;ug(.l .y this week charging nine defondunts mForSdae&ample. Bush would:
But such calls are as much a ritual Three police officers and a civil . exchanging narcotics or con-  Sosnd $1.9 Milion 10 crosis
anese after an IRA attack as are the grim servant were treated for minor .4’ c e oo 6o food stamps pend 31.
d Port |, acknowledgments by government injuries, a hospital spokeswoman said. ;-4 o e remaining 18 individ-
e leaders and othiers that s there’s Some critics asked why police ;1 face similar state charges. | SIRLOIN STOCKADE
nts of «,.- nothing left to do — that a determined didn’t ticket the van immediately Undercover USDA agents and
ST IRA cell will eventually find a way.  when it stopped in the middle of a police officers exchanged more than FOLL ow TH
e The ““There’s a limit to the sort of top-level security operation, to pro- $6,000 in food stamps for $1,200 in cash E S E
D.W..1, defensive measures that can be tect against terrorist attacks in retali- 04" anvivies of narcotics during the - FOOT PR,NTS TO
lune’s .. taken,” Home Secretary Kenneth ation for Britain fighting with the month-long investigation, USDA said. SMORGASBAR THE F IN AL
: Baker told the House of Commons. allies in the Gulf War. ' The operstion was ¢ jolt inves FEATURES: DAYS OF
had a “In a democracy, people wish to Opposition Labor Party legisla- gation bpyetlhane Contral Texas Nar- Remgighntl-ariiy
buse. 5 be free to go about their business. tor Merlyn Rees, a former Home tes Task Force. the Tomule Puli
i ir li ' cotic - e - SEA FOOD
on by To disrupt their lives any more than Secretary, claimed the van was Department, the Milam County FRIDAY - SE
s took we have to v'::ulqdbe a concession to parll:cd for eight minutes before the Sheriff’s Ofﬁé e. and USDA’s Office Baked Fish, Fried Fish, Clams
son in terrorism,”’ he said. explosion. »
Or as the IRA warned after near- ‘“Something went wrong,”’ he G pocor Genoet. All You Care To Eat....$479
ly killing Prime Minister Margaret charged. hkok ok ok ok ok ok
Thatcher in 1984: “Remember, we Churchill-Coleman said the time SATURDAY
s only have to be lucky once. You was much shorter. Baker argued that All You Care To Eat
' have to be lucky always.” eliminating the risk entirely would
Thursday’s attack underscored require banning all traffic from large % l{ Barbecued
h what Cmdr. George Churchill-Cole- areas of London. /4 Spare Rlbs R
U, man, head of Scotland Yard’s anti- The last time the IRA struck so
\ter or terrorist squad, called the “versatili- close to government was when it FUNERAL DIRECTORS Smg’lgs%‘;: FS::S";:;"SB“
ty” of the outlawed IRA’s guerrilla tried to kill Mrs. Thatcher, Major’s Peonle Who K Y. - 2
i campaign to end British rule of predecessor, by planting a bomb in a eop 0 Anow Iou, HOURS:
e & Northern Ireland. hotel during a Conservative Party W People You Can Rely On... 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sun.-Thurs.
. This attack was made with a home- convention in 19§4: Five people Today And Tomorrow. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri. & Sat.
what made, three-tube mortar hidden inside  were killed and 31 injured, but Mrs. 600 N. Ward 665-2323 518 N. Hobart 665-8351
5. had a white van with a hole cut in theroof.  Thatcher was unharmed. :
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Qil spill protection

A Saudi oil worker looks over oil spill protection booms along the Persian Gulf. The oil booms have
been strung across an inlet leading to an Aramco oil processing plant. Saudi officials are trying to pro-
tect their shoreline from oil which was released from a loading dock in Kuwait last week.

- yon o
R R g T S R AT,

%Y o - ot

ety

-~

¢ \?\ ’

(AP Laserphoto)

Study: Global warming reduction will cost

By H. JOSEF HEBERT
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Current
technologies can sharply reduce
“greenhouse’ gases and stem glob-
al warming, but not without signifi-
cant expense and dramatic changes
in how Americans use energy, a
congressional study said Thursday.

The report estimated that sub-
stantially cutting carbon dioxide
emissions that cause global warming
eventually could cost the U.S. econ-
omy as much as $150 billion a year,
about what Americans now pay for
compliance with all existing envi-
ronmental laws.

The study by Congress’ Office
of Technology Assessment comes as
delegates from 130 nations are
meeting near Washington to work
toward a worldwide treaty on global
warming.

It also follows pressure from
some members of Congress to com-
mit the United States to specific
goals to reduce greenhouse gases,
something the Bush administration

says should await more study.

There is division within the sci-
entific community over the extent,
and indeed the existence, of global
warming.

The phenomenon has been
attributed to a number of pollutants,
including chlorofluorocarbons and
methane. But carbon dioxide, pri-
marily from the burning of fossil
fuels, accounts for more than half of
the greenhouse gases.

And significant cuts in carbon
emissions will require sharp reduc-
tions in the buming of fossil fuels,
scientists agree.

The OTA study concluded that
carbon dioxide reductions of 35 per-
cent are feasible over the next 25
years in the United States with
adoption of ‘‘aggressive’’ energy-
saving policies.

“Such emission reductions will
be difficult to achieve and could be
costly but (require) no major tech-
nological breakthroughs,” said the
study, which had been requested by
several congressional committees.

It said the cost is difficult to esti-

mate. Energy savings would
increase because of conservation
and fuel efficiencies, but the cost of
appliances, cars and houses — most
construction, for that matter — likely
would increase.

The OTA report said predictions
on how much it would cost to deal
with global warming range widely —
from saving the economy money to
costing as much as $150 billion a year,
or 1.8 percent of the current gross
national product, by the year 2015.

Environmentalists have argued
that at the very least, industrial
nations must reduce carbon dioxide
emissions by 20 percent to have any
hopes of reversing the trend toward
unusual warming of the Earth.

Scientists attribute such warming
to pollution that traps the sun’s
warmth much like a greenhouse.
While it is not clear what effect such
warming might have, some scien-
tists believe it could cause some fer-
tile regions of the world to become
arid and elsewhere cause coastal
flooding because of rising sea levels
from melting polar ice packs.
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'‘Brotherman' brings blacks to comics

By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press Wrider__ *

IRVING (AP) — He started out as a gimmick to
attract customers to a T-shirt shop in New Jersey. But
he’s rapidly matured into a rock-jawed, bulked-up vigi-
lante sweeping the slime of society from Big City's
streets and alleys.

Sounds a lot like your typical superhero. Somewhere
between Spiderman and Superman. Maybe even the
Incredible Hulk, if only he were green.

He’s not.

He’s black.

He doesn’t fly or have X-ray vision. He can’t leap
tall buildings in any number of bounds and he’d be hard
pressed to outrun a speeding bullet.

But Brotherman: Dictator of Discipline, armed with
only a strong body and a sound mind, is the only black
character today starring in his own comic book.

“Having black characters is nothing new,” said
Marcus McLaurin, the only black editor at Marvel
Comics. “But what they’re doing is. The characters are
bringing people back in to look at socially relevant
ISSUCS.

By day, Brotherman is Antonio Valor, a crusading
assistant district attorney. By night, he’s “the black hero
of the '90s™ patrolling the mythical metropolis of Big
City.

Brotherman, which debuted in April with an all-
black cast, is published by Big City Comics Inc.; a new
black family operation based in the suburban Dallas
apartment of brothers Jason and David Sims.

David, 25, illustrates the distinctive black-and-white
comic book; another brother, Guy, 29, who lives i San
Diego, writes the dialogue and develops the plot; and
Jason, 26, manages production and distribution.

Brotherman is the culmination of their varied talents
and experiences growing up in Philadelphia.

“The villains he battles are icons of different con-
cepts, like greed, seduction and social apathy,” said
Jason.

“Brotherman is the type of person who tries to make
a difference in society,” David added. “He says a dif-
ference can be made. It’s not just him going out and
beating up people.”

At night, Brotherman trades in his pin-stripped suit
for a B-emblazoned leotard and mask, hidden under an
overcoat, stocking and shades. He prowls the streets of
Big City, described in the comic as “overrun by crime
and vermin ... where the light of hope has been snuffed
out by the musty blanket of despair.”

The first issues chronicled Brotherman'’s attempts to
bring to justice The Seductress, a voluptuous bank rob-
ber whose special perfume mesmerizes bank tellers into
graciously imparting with their cash.

In one scene he breaks a cop’s hand to get away
from three SWAT members who think he’s the bank
bandit.

In another, he comes to the aid of a fellow assistant
district attomey who threatens to quit because she was

passed up for a big case. ““The system will never be
right if it constantly suppresses those who have poten-
tial,”” Brotherman admonishes District Atty. Duke
Denim.

“He’s a vigilante — but from our perspective,” said
David. “We don’t judge whether he’s right or wrong,
we just get into his mind, that’s all.”

Brotherman was originally conceived as a gimmick
to attract customers to Novel Tees, the Simses’ airbrush
T-shirt and novelty shop in East Orange, N.J.

They advertised by handing out -flyers with comic
characters spouting the charms of the brothers’ busi-
ness, but children with crayons would gather them up to
color.

“That’s when [ said, ‘Man, we ought to put out a
comic book,’ ”’ David chuckled.

David and Jason decided to put together a free
comic book to lure business to their T-shirt booth at the
Black Expo business fair in New York last April. But
they failed to attract any advertisers.

So they changed the theme of the book from the
adventures of black cavemen to Brotherman. ‘“We
scraped up some money, paid for the printing ourselves,
and sold the book at the expo instead,”” Jason said. ‘“We
didn’t sell any T-shirts.”

The first issue sold so well the Simses closed shop
to work on Brotherman fulltime. They moved to the
Dallas area where their parents now live and where
business expenses are cheaper.

The Simses already have been approached about
rights to a Saturday momning cartoon and motion pic-
tures. They recently added full-color licensed T-shirts
and posters to their line of products.

“We look at the comic book as a story board, real-
ly,” David said. “This is just the start. We're going 1o
get into animation. People don’t realize the comic book
industry is not our main target. It’s just a hook.”

The 8imses aren’t willing to give up creative control
of Brotherman to expand its reach, however. ‘“Many
people just see the money in it, not necessarily the val-
ues and what the book is promoting,” Jason said. “So
we're taking it kind of slow.” '

The Simses also want to expand Big City Comics to
include comic books written and drawn by other minor-
ity artists, particularly Hispanics and black women.

“Guy wants to do a black romance,” Jason said.
“You don’t see that on TV. You see blacks acting like
superstuds, and you see white kids romancing and
going to the prom. We want to change that a little bi.”

They're already changing comics.

The industry boasts few black superheroes or artists,
and until the Sims brothers came along, no black-owned
publishing company. Black characters have historically
been relegated to villain roles or sidekick status.

“When you write about another culture, sometimes
you only see the silly side,” David said. “We feel we
have a balance. We're getting rid of the stereotypes.
Phrases are not just thrown in to make fun. Every cul-
ture has characters, some smart, others serious, some
serious and silly.”
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Mesa Limited Partnership agrees
to new deals to sell some assets

DALLAS (AP) — Mesa Limited
Partnership said Thursday it has
agreed to two transactions that
would sell about 11 percent of its
natural gas and oil reserves in deals
that could eventually bring more
than $300 million.

The agreements came six weeks
after a deal fell through in which
Seagull Energy Corp. of Houston
would have purchased 13 percent of
Mesa’s reserves. Seagull was not
able to obtain financing for the pur-
chase then but is the purchaser in one
of the deals announced Thursday.

Mesa, led by investor T. Boone
Pickens, has been eager to make the
deals to raise money that would
reduce a $1.5 billion debt. ““This
will allow us to repay about 18 per-
cent of our total debt,”” Mesa
spokesman Jay Rosser said.

Mesa is selling properties in the
Texas Panhandle and Oklahoma to
Seagull and another company that
did not wish to be identified.

Seagull will pay about $201 mil-
lion in cash and assume about $1
million in liabilities in a deal
expected to close by April 1. The
transaction allows Mesa to collect

up to $25 million in payments on
gas sales, when the price is above
$1.85 per thousand cubic feet, from
the property through 1993.

The other company will pay about
$74 million in cash and assume $6
million in liabilities associated with
Mesa properties. The transaction,
expected to close next month, also
gives Mesa a share in future gas sales
of up to $10 million through 1993.

Seagull agreed in October to a
$350 million purchase of Mesa
assets. But the deal was not com-
pleted when Seagull could not
obtain financial commitments in late
December.

The Houston energy company said
it had obtained financing for .the new
deal. “Even though we will be buying
fewer assets, the acquisition will still
be very meaningful to Seagull,” com-
pany chairman Barry Galt said.

He said the purchase will allow
Seagull 1o diversify its reserve port-
folio, most of which is based in the
Gulf of Mexico and its coast. The
new deal also will not require Seag-
ull to expand its equity base as the
first transaction would have, Galt
said.
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Health expert: Study underestimates rate of doctor negligence

By PAUL RAEBURN
AP Science Editor

NEW YORK (AP) - A study’s finding that
one in 25 hospital patients is injured by a physi-
cian - sometimes fatally — underestimates the
frequency of doctors’ negligence and mistakes,
an authority says.

Lowell S. Levin, a professor of public health
at the Yale University School of Medicine, said
the finding was “on the mark,” but “very, very
conservative.’
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He said patients 'can reasonably
expect the health care community to
provide better care.'

“If anything, it underestimates the reality,”
he said, because it includes only those doctors’
errors that prolong patients’ hospital stays or
lead to disability.

“That leaves out all the gray stuff,” he said.
““For example, substantial rates of hospital-
acquired infections that don’t disable necessarily,
or even extend length of stay, but are certainly
serious.”

The study, published Thursday in the New
England Journal of Medicine, found that 3.7 per-
cent of hospital patients acquire disease or
injuries as a result of their treatment, and more
than a quarter of those injuries result from negli-

gence and sub-standard care.

About 14 percent of the injuries are fatal, and
slightly less than 3 percent cause permanent dis-
ability, the study found.

“If you had rates like that for anything else,
you'd go crazy,” Levin said. ““We wouldn't toler-
ate any infectious disease that harmed at that rate.”

While some of the mistakes are unavoidable,
more than half could be prevented with better
medical care, the study’s authors found.

“There is a lot of sub-standard care in hospi-
tals in the United States,” said Dr. Troyen A.
Brennan, one of the principal authors of the
report, called the Harvard Medical Practice Study.

He said patients “can reasonably expect the
health care community to provide better care,”
and the findings “should be a stimulus to that.”

. Dr. Daniel H. Johnson Jr., vice-speaker of the
American Medical Association’s policy-making
House of Delegates, said he thought the rates of
doctor-caused injuries were comparatively low.

“Physicians in general and the AMA in par-
ticular find no level of negligence acceptable,”
he said. ‘““But the problem is physicians are
human beings.”

The study involved the examination of
records of 30,121 randomly selected patients at
hospitals in New York state, Brennan said. It is
the largest study ever done of doctors’ mistakes,
and it provides the best estimate so far of how
common such mistakes are, he said.

The problems include such things as drug

complications and wound infections, Brennan
said. About half of the problems occurred in
patients undergoing surgery, he said.

“We see a lot of failure 1o diagnosé cases,”
he said. “And among the nonsurgical cases, the
leading problems are pharmaceutical injuries.”

'Physicians in general and the AMA
in particular find no level of negli-
gence acceptable. But the problem is .
physicians are human beings.'

Problems were more common in the emer-
gency room than in other parts of the hospital,
Brennan said.

The Harvard group determined that 28 per-
cent of doctor-caused injuries were due to negli-
gence, resulting in sub-standard care.

“The other three quarters are adverse events
which we felt were not the result of sub-standard
care,”” Brennan said. “An example would be if |
gave a drug to someone and asked if they were
allergic and they said no: I've met the standard
of care, but it may be the patient ends up being
allergic and has 1o come back to the hospital.”

The researchers concluded that prevention of
some doctor-caused injuries will require
advances in medical knowledge. But 58 percent
of them were due either to negligence or errors
in medical treatment, and those are potentially
preventable now, the researchers said.
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