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TENNESSEE MEN 
HERE ON A VISIT

Dr. J. E. Adkieson of Medina, 
Tenn., spent from Thursday of 
last week until Thursday of this 
week here the guest of his 
brother Dr. J. A. Adkisson. Dr. 
Adkisson was accompanied here 
by Messrs. Ernest Birdsong and 
L. K. Cole both of Medina who 
will spend some time here.

The visiting doctor resembles 
his brother here very much, 
there being only a pounds differ* 
ence in their weight and if the 
doctor from Tennessee did not 
persist in wearing a beard that 
fits his face very peculiarlly, to* 
gather with a style of hat very 
seldom seen in these parte, he 
could easily pass for our home 
physician.

In an interview wkh the Doctor 
be stated that Medina was one of 
the healthiest spots of Tennessee, 
a city of abont 40,000 inhabitants 
and is geographically situated on 
the western slope of a great 
divide that separates the bubbling 
waters of the Tennessee from the 
turbulent waters of the Miss* 
!' Mppi. The agricultural pos* 
sib'Uities are at the highest 
possible standard according to 
the doctor’s statement, the coun* 
ty in which Medina is situated 
having received over 600 bales 
of cotton together with other 
farm products. He also stated 
that there was a strong move on 
foot to move the oapitol from 
Memphis to Medina.

The mission of Dr. Adkisson in 
coming here other than to visit 
his brother was to accompany 
Mr. Birdsong, a prominent mer­
chant of Medina, to this place in 
quest of better health, Mr. Bird* 
song having been very low for 
several months with malarial 
typhoid fever and at the end of 
the first week here Mr. Birdsong 
said he was feeling much better. 
He and his traveling companion, 
Mr. Cole, will be here about 60 
days after which they will go to 
the coast for a stay before re­
turning to Medina.

Public Dlieer.
Saturday of * this week the 

Presbyterian ladies will give a 
dinner in the West building, 
next door to the West Teaas 
Hardware Co. Be sure and go.

Local Mau Buys Ford Auto. 
Harvey M. Warren, ice, coal and 
laundry man, is the proud owner 
of a Ford auto, one of the .latest 
models, a 1913 make. The pur­
chase was made laiSt week 
through, an Abilene firm.

Thu Colllis.House.
1 have moved from the South- 

side Hotel to the MoDuff Hotel 
just west of the Opera House and 
will be prepared tb give hetter 
accommodations to mjrjboarders 
and the public in genenl. Thank­
ing you foi your lU^ral patron­
age and asking a continuance of 
same, 1 am respectfully,
2*t. Mrs. J. A. Collins.

Births reported for this week, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sears a 
boy, to Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Cox a 
boy.

BUSINESS HOUSES 
E L

goods into the 
the building 

ouiegys will be 
and George

During this week a deal was 
consummated in which G. E. 
Comegys purchased the building 
now occupied by .1. L. Banner 
<k Son from F. J. Ferrier, the deal 
being a cash consideration. Mr. 
Comegys purchased the build­
ing as a permanent home for his 
stock of gents furnishings and 
will soon place new improve­
ments about the building, among 
which will be a new and modern 
awning and show windows.

The transaction coming as it 
does opens the way for three 
changes in location of business 
houses here. J. L. Banner 4 
Son will move out at the end of 
the year and Mr. Comegys will 
move his sto<̂ k of 
building wh 
vacated by Mr.' 
occupied by Fr
Ferrier, propi4etor8\of the Elite. 
They will naake their new home 
one of the most attractive and 
up*to*date confectionery resorts 
in this part of the country.

MERKEL tI c RERS 
FOR m  WORK

That every Merkel teacher is a 
member of the Texas Teachers’ 
Association speaks very well in­
deed of our school system. The 
membership of every teacher in 
our schools to the state body 
places Merkel in a class not sur­
passed in that respect by any 
town in Texas and many cannot 
boast of even a majority of their 
teacher being members of the 
State Association./

During the late meet at Fort 
Morth Merkel was represented 
by ten of the fourteen teachers 
employed here, another average 
equalled by very few Texas 
towns.

The local teachers are doing 
good work all the time in order 
that the system here may be kept 
at the highest possible standard. 
At the present there is a month 
ly tqeeting of the teachers with 
special instructions in depart­
ments of their work. This year 
work 18 being adapted exclusively 
to the subject of Child’s Study.

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Bradshaw 
left Wednesday evening for Los 
Angeles, Cal., where they expect 
to make their home in the future. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw have 
made their home in Merkel for a 
number of years nnd they have a 
host of friends who regret that 
they are leaving.

John Daniel came in Tuesday 
morning from Rule where he has 
been for some time looking after 
a bunch'Of cattle he has on feed 
there, he expects to begin ship­
ping them to market about the 
15th of this month.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Armstrong 
came in Tuesday night from 
Plainview to visit Mrs. Arm­
strong sister Mrs. Jim Gilliam, 
after a short visit here Mr. and 
Mrs. Armstrong will ^ o  on to 
Italy where they will .visit other 
relatives.

ABILENE N i l  W INS '
E

The second walking and ru nn- 
ing marathon contest held unalsr 
direction of t ly  Marathon Club o f  
Abilene ended here Saturday a f­
ternoon. Joe Fennell being the 
winner of the walking race, mak­
ing the distance in three hours 
and six minutes. Dr. Dodge of 
Abilene was the second one to 
cross the line two and one-half 
minutes after the winner had 
crossed the line. Sandefer was 
third with a time of 3:20, Daniels 
in 3:30 and Young in 3:40. 
Others finished but no futher time 
was registered.

Irvin Moore of Abilene made 
the beet time in the running race 
his time being two hours and 
fifteen minutes, but was disquali­
fied owinglto his being in train­
ing. Edwards crossed the line 
one minute later at the beginning 
of the last mile became blind and 
required assistance in crossing 
the line, he was also disqualified. 
Henry Hood was the first con­
testant not in ^raining to cross 
the line without assistance, his 
time being 2:20 or at the rite of 
over seven and eight-tenths 
miles per hour. Moore’s time 
was 8 miles per hour for the 
eighteen ^iles.

The following were in the walk­
ing race: H. S. Neely, A. M.
Daniels, Dr.Dodge, Perry Young, 
Ross Williams, W’ . F. Whaley, J. 
F. Finley, E. Wagner, E. M. 
Overshiner, Jay Hendrix, P. V. 
Smith and Morgan Sanders.

The following prizes were o f­
fered by the stores of Abilene: 
Soursch*Christian Jewelery Co., 
stick pin and tie clasp to match, 
Comptop Drug Co., leather card 
case, Mingus Bros., nice necktie, 
Montgomery Drug Co., SI worth 
of merchandise. Misfit Clothing 
Co., necktie. Yager Shoe Co., one 
pair of shoes; Minter Dry Goods 
Co., nice S3 jersey; W. C. Fisher 
pair cuff buttons ; Metropolitan 
Cafe one nice dinner; Campbell 
Dry Goods Co., one pair gloves.

The reception given to the con­
testants in the walking and run 
ning races and others who came 
along to see the finish, was ex 
oellent in every detail, and all 
are loud in their praises of the 
great hospitality shown. '  Free 
supper was furnished to every 
one, at the Walker Cottage, and 
the intertainment was superb , in 
every sence of the word.

Save $2.7 5-R ead n is .
We can order the Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram for you for $3.25 
if you place your order with us 
before Saturday night of this 
week. After that date the price 
goes up to S6 00. This is a daily 
paper and gives you the news 
every morning of what happened 
the day before. Published every 
day except Monday. Sent to 
yofu through the mail. With the 
Merkel Mail $3.75. Come to the 
Mail office and let us take your 
order. Saturday is absolutely 
the last day this offer is open to 
you. Homer L. Eaeterwood, 

Circulation Mgr., 
With The Mail.

DEBATE, MEHit. 
VERSUS A R I L :..

Saturday evening Deo. 21 at 
the Thornton building at 7 p. m. 

[there will be a debate between 
rkspresentatives of Merkel and 
Abt'lene’s debaters.

T h « question for the occasion 
will b« :̂ Resolvedd That the
State of Texas should adopt the 
direct system of legislation 
known as the* Iniative, Referen­
dum and Reotall. Merkel is to 
take the affirmatiA.ve side of the 
question and will be represented 
by Frank Smith ahd C. Leslie 
McNees. Abilene wHj take the 
negative side of th'e question and 
will be represented by W. C. 
Andrews and C. E. Adams.

The debate promises to be 
very hot discussion as some o\\ 
Abilene’s best debaters are com 
ing to ^ fend their honors and^ 
we are represented  ̂ two of the 
best men who co w e .heeri 
selected to look ., ...r Merkejl’s 
cause. No admission fee and 
everyone is cordially invited.

FIREMEN TO DIVE 
A N N U A LJN Q U ET

Monday night Ipst was regular 
meeting night with the local fire 
fighters and it being the last 
meeting before the annual meet­
ing and election of officers, a 
motion was placed 
house by which the 
should on the night 
next meeting give a 
their officers and members 
their families and to memb

J. T. Toomba was ̂ in 
Tuesday oh business.

Abilene

before the 
department 
after their 
banquet ^  

pmd 
8 of

the city council. The potion 
carried. /

Two committees have been ap­
pointed by thê  chief to look after 
getting a place for tile banquet 
and to arrange a program for the 
affair which will be on the even­
ing of Tuesday', January the 14th 
of neat year.

From Los Aogeles to New York.
Tuesday noon a man appeared 

upon the streets here leading a 
dog hitched to a small covered 
wagon. Both the man and the 
wagon presented a funny spec­
tacle for the wagon was small 
and fixed out like the old time 
prairie schooner. The man was 
dirty and needed a shave.

The history of the man, dog 
and wagon was only eighty-two 
days old up to the time they 
reached here Tuesday, the party 
having been that long in coming 
from Los Angeles to Merkel and 
after a hurried meal here the! 
man explained the why of his 
curious state of travel and pro­
ceeded on toward Abilene.

The traveler is on his way to 
New York with the hopes of 
making the trip in something like 
six months or at least under 
seven months, and if successful, 
will receive as a reward $10,000 
on reaching there and delivering 
a letter to the chief of police, 
the letter being from the chief 
of police of Los Angeles.

Some requirements of the con­
test are that they travel on foot 
and pull the wagon, a miniature 
Studebaker, a good load for 
both the man an dy» in times of 
such muddy weather.

J»y Henur^ 
was very painfu.
Saturday afternooi. 
struck by an.^tomobilte.

The acciden^^appened «, 
here on the A b i le ^  Merkel rov 
Hendrix was a coin||stant in the 
walking Mprathon ^kom  the 
neighboring city and wa^jCMing 
the finish when the aoi^ent- 
oooured. The car which wae 
ing driven by T. H. Vinson, it 
seems, was trying to pass ^Hen« i 
drix and upon drawing near the 
walker started to turn from the 
road, Hendrix turning at the 
same time and getting directly 
in the path of the oar,-vfhmh 
struck him before it could be 
stopped.
I On being brought here he was 
attended by Dr. Adkisson and an 
examination showed that four 
ribs had been broken and at the 
time of the eaamination it was- 
thought that the spine had been 
fractured. Later it developed 
that such was not the case. Late 
reports state that Hendrix is rest­
ing easy.

> Miss Rutb Banks Dea$.
^  last Thursday evening Nov. 

28tĥ  Miss Ruth Banks died at 
the h«me of her sister Mrs. W .A. 
Pope tRer an illness of two 
m o n t h s , l a s t  two weeks of 
w h i^/ je^as confined to her bed.
• years of her

Iif^%W'.^san .V'alid, oause«  ̂
fitfling and break > h>- 
sufiered all the i 
patient through it 
72 years of age.

Aunt Ruth as t 
monly called was . 
who knew her. Her 
were never for herself bi 
fof others. She express« 
sire to go apd be at ref 
sad and lonely the loved 
be without her. We look 
chair is vacant—forever 
We know that our 
Father makes no misu 
his dealings are always 
bow submissionly to his 

She leaves five sister; 
brothers and other re 
mourn her loss. She 
but the remaining on 
gathered one by on* , 
that beautiful short 
rows and partings _J 

Peaceful be thy sile.
Peaceful in thy gra 

Thou no more will-jr 
Thou no more c  

Yet again we h 
When the d*

And In heaven 
Wjiere no f '

J
In la 

the wir 
the ptut 
first coc 
L. L. W 
have b

Miss
beep
wee
Mo
sc’

»



i
s i ayY X M A S  P R E S EN T S

t
lull line (  ̂(,Cjj asG »ds sufficient to supply your wants.

•jc to 40e 
t5e to $1.00 
00 to $5.00

OR DO
Dressed or Kid Body ̂
Washable Dolls«
Character Doll

20e to $2.60 
$1.00 

86o to $4.00

OR TOYS
China Tea Sets for the Girls, all prices 
Mechanical Toys for the Boys, all prices 
Noise Boxes of all 'Kinds and Description

Qrve a box o f cigars for you, fhe kind your friend will like, special prices on box 
■̂pes W  the pipe smoker, and a^smoking set for his room. .Our prices are extreme- 

^ We must sell the immense^tock o f goods we have bought. Come and investigate.

T H E  E L l t E  C O N F E C T I O N E R Y

/ .

i
OUR WEEKLY SERMONEHE

By Rev, R. A. Clement*

IS Nm Cfertstlu IM « iMMMkIe?

■e
:our 
be, 

it*ng

“ Be reedy always to give 
every man that asketh you a rea­
son for the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear.’ ’ 1 
Peter, 3:16.

It is my humble opinion that 
the interrogatory theme of this 
dieoourse may be anjswered in 
the_ l^rm ative in perfect har­
mony with m'an’s reason. The 
Christian Hope may be tersely 
itated, thus: There is an intelli­
gent, personal God, from whom 
nan has originated, and to whom 
le ia going, and that he will for- 
ver be capable of enjoying and\ 
immuning with God after deat]^ 
As the belief in Deity is 
sic thought to all religion^' 

inquiry would naturajp 
There a God?
' noint the bible 

said in
* f le  are to hear 

.n," rather than 
'Elation, at this 

to the voice 
iO what she has 

»T to this greatest 
iS, Is There a God? 

aeant in this discus- 
le use of the word 
first cause which has 

)ther beings. For the 
1 may call it or him,, 
law are what not.

)k to admit that if 
^not had from some 

'lide of himself, the 
^)f God, he would not 
■j|[i his own unaided 

ever made the dis- 
stands to reason 

is correct in its 
r i’hat the world by 
"•ih not God.’ ’ But 

Tht of God, it is 
to begin with 

- on up from nature

call the sum 
nature, and 

a a part of 
 ̂ our ex- 

n has 
wo 
see 

.• to

'eason 
isted. 
true, 
If or 
him. 

ys 
re 
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n;
^  ê  

^ r  it

NEW  STOCK
N O W  O P E N  F O R  B U S IN E S S

\  V  ' u .  now open for business with a new stock 
V consisting o f a general line o f Shelf Hardware,
. Queensware, Stoves and Harness. Our Bug­

gies, Wagons and Implements are now shipped 
and will be received and displayed on our floors 
within the next few  days. yVe will be pleased 
to have you call, our salesmen will take pleas­
ure in showing you through. We assure you o f 

, courteous treatment at all times and that your 
TRADE W ILL  ALW A YS  BE APPRECIATED.

\\>

O ^ R  MOTTO;  GOOD GOODS AT R E A S O N A B L E  PRI CE S

CROWN HRRDW ARE CO.
himself. It is an axiom of reason 
that behind every effect there 
must be an adequate cause,

So we find man here as an ef­
fect. Has he caused himself or 
has something else caused him? 
Let us see it he has caused him­
self? If so, the first thing neces­
sary in the case is for him to de­
sign himself, or in other words, 
he must decide within himself 
what he wishes to make and how 
he wishes to make it. So now let 
us imagine the design is in opera­
tion, and I ask you who is doing 
the designing? You answer, it 
is man. .1 ask what be is design­
ing? You answer, that he is de­
signing himself. So I tell you 
that cannot be true for a man 
cannot be designing or doing any 
thing else, before he is made, or 
before he exists. And without 
further a>‘gument, the simplest of 
minds can see that this proposi­
tion involves a contradiction and 
absurdity, and reason can find 
no resting place for the soul of 
her foot. So the verdict of rea­
son ia that man never made him­
self, and since he has been made, 

naturally follows that eonse- 
<ng else mat^ him.

*e ryteonable that what­

ever caused man could and did 
cause every thing beneath him. 
And we have found that all 
nature is beneath him in import­
ance. .After arriving at the 
point in the discussion that it is 
unmistakably true that man is 
made, he did not make himself, 
and it is necessary that some­
thing else made him. Therefore, 
our next inquiry is: What is the
nature of the thing that made 
him?

1s this being or thing that has 
caused man an eternal cause or 
has it also been caused?' For if 
it is not eternal it must have been 
caused, for it could not have 
caused ftself for we have found 
in our investigation of man that, 
that involved an absurdity. Let 
us see if it is not a fact that there 
is something that never did be­
gin to be, but has always been. 
If you can run back down ^he 
ages in your imagination to a 
time when there was not any 
thing, it would li&turally follow 
that not anything could ever 
have been, for there never would 
have been anything to have 
oaueed anything elee, and noth­
ing would have forever have

And the very fact that there is i 
something, is positive proof that| 
there has always been something. 
And we find that the bible says 
concerning God that “ From 
everlasting to everiasti/ig thou 
art God.”  And reason says that 
from everlasting to everlasting 
there is something.

It stands to reason that this 
something that has always been, 
is the cause of all things else and 
man among the rest. Prom 
hence it follows that the first 
cause, let it be God or what not, 
is an eternal cause.

The next essential element, or 
we may now say “ attribute”  in 
the Creator is personality. U 
reason can decide that there is 
an eternal first cause and that it 
is a personality, it begins to be­
come a ground of hope to him, 
for if the Creator is a person, 
then the Christian can rea­
sonably hope that he would in 
some way at some tlm® reveal 
himself to man. So we inquire 
in the next place, “ Is the Creator 
a personal Creator?”  What we 
mean by a “ Personal Creator”  
is intelligencs, self consciousness 
and volitioi!. It may be that 
there is more than this in all par-

sonlties, still I do not Qthink that 
it can be disputed that where 
these are found that there can be 
anything less than “ personality.”

It is a universally accepted 
philosopical axiom, that to every 
effect there must be an adequate 
cause. We find man on the 
earth the crowning work of crea­
tion, He possesses intelligence,, 
self consciousness and volition. 
So reason feels sure that the be­
ing that created this intelligent, 
self-conscious, free agent could 
not create this character of being 
unless he himself was at least 
equal with him. As instance no 
man or any other being has sver 
been able to produce anything^ 
equal with the producer. . ^

And we say reverently that. 
God himself could not make an­
other God. If he did he would 
no longer be God. And, what­
ever he may be, one thing is csr- 
tain to reason, that he cannot be 
less than an intelligent, self-con­
scious first and eternal cause, 
and, therefore, is worthy of 
being called God.

We see furthermore that he 
has imparted to man other beau­
tiful characteristics. We ask 
where did he get these? Are 
they not the expression of hie 
own being? Could he impart 
them, when he himself did not 
possess them? We find love, in­
telligence, mercy, tenderness and 
many other beautiful characteris­
tics in man. Can we believe for 
a moment that the great Being 
who is the author of this master- 
piece in creation can possess 
attributes meaner than the thing 
that he has made? Reason an­
swers “ No.”  From hence it ap­
pears that there Is an eternal; 
intelligent, self-conscious being 
possessing love, mercy, etc., who 
is the Creator of all things elss, 
among which is man.

All this being true, cannot the 
Christian hope that he would at 
some time or in some way reveal 
himself to man, who is his own 
handiwork and from the very 
nature of the case in hie own 
likeness, for like begets like. 
Reason answers, “ Yes, we might 
expect such a being as this to 
make himself known to such a ' 
being as man,”  for the very 
nature of the two beings demand 
mutual intercourse between them.

Our next inquiry is, is Jesus 
Christ a revelation from God to 
mao or is he a myth and the 
character and teaching of him in­
vented by Matthew, Mark, Lukai 
and John. ^
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We have just opened up the 
nicest line of cut glass ever 
shown in Merkel. West Texas 
Hardware Co.

Vanity purses at Rust ’A Mc­
Cauley Drug Co.

I
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