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FIRE GRIEF MAKES MERKEL THE BEST MARKET IN THE WEST; LAR6EST
SHIPPIN6 POINT BETWEEN FORT WORTN AND EL PASO

TRENI MAN TELLS
)  Hon. J. T. Warren, President

Merkel Fire Department.
Mr. President: In accordance 

with an ordinance of the city 
governing the department I here
with submit to you my annual 

I  report for the year ending Jan
uary . 10, 1915, it being the 6th 
yeEir since the organization of 
the department and the 3rd year 
since I assumed the office of 
“Chief.”

Within this you will find the 
number of pieces of apparatus 
in service, the amount of work 
done, a complete list of fires and 
losses as nesir as could be as
certained. and the cost of main
tenance. Also a few recommen
dations I  think would be for the 
more successful operation of the 

'p Department
Officers.

The officers at the present time 
consists of the following: Presi
dent. Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary. Chief, two Assistant 
Chiefs and thirty-five men. 

Apparatus.
The apparatus in service con- 

 ̂ sists of one two horse Preston 
combination hose, chemical and 
ladder wagon; one American La 
France hand draft chemical 
engine; also, one hand draft hose 
reel. We have on hand one 
thousand feet of hose in first 
class condition and nine hundred 

p M'eet in fairly good condition, 
fires.

During the piist year the De
partment has responded to fifteen 
bell and silent alarms. No second 
alarm ml'ms required to extinguish 
any fire, all being confined to 
their place of origin.

Losses.
The Departmenn responded to 

alarms to protect property valued
*  at $25.429 50 on which there was 

a loss of S2.311.65 showing a
» saving of S23,117 85 through the 

efforts of the Department. On 
these losses the insurance com
panies paid $1,720 15.

Causes of Fires.
Flues, tw’o; electric iron, one; 

matches, one; oil stove, one; 
carelessness, one: gasoline torch, 

* > two; unknown, three; false, four. 
T Amount of Work Done.
♦ Nine thousand, four hundred 

feet of hose has been laid;
. chemical engine has been dis- 
^  l^-irged four times; 265 men 

^ v e  answered these various 
,iiarms and worked twelve hours 
in extinguishing gres.

Cost of Maloieoance.
Salaries ........................... Nothing

* tepairs on Station ........ $ 31.25
^Coal ..............................  2.25

.j, Miscellaneous supplies.. 17 80
Drugs ..............................  3.00
L igh ts..............................  20.15
Nozzle Tips......................  4.00
Telephone.... ...............  15.00
Gloves..............................  1.25
Blacksmithing................. 24.45
O il................    3.85
Feed.................................. 144.00
Man to feed team.......... 67.00

P'̂  Total............................ $341.50
Value of Property.

^  Total value of property owned 
t by the city and usedby the Fire 
, Department, $3,900.

Recommendations.
' ____

The City Council should take 
up matter of a low’er Key Rate 

_ for Merkel The tax payers who 
are insurance payers should re
v iv e  this reduction This can 
W done if the Council will get 
behind the movement When we 
get this inspection from the^tate  
Commissioner of Insurance we 
should have a paid driver and re
ceive the additional 10 cents

M ■

GIN FIRE FRIDAY 
DROWNING PLANT

Fire broke out in the Brown
ing Gin about 8 o’clook lEist Fri
day night and for a short time it 
seemed that the entire plant 
w’as doomed.

At first the employees of th« 
gin combatted with the flames 
by using individual fire appar- 
tus they have for such emergen
cies but w’hen the flames spread 
to the seed house it necessitated 
calling the local fire depEirtment 
out. The fireboys together with 
the assistance of the gin hands 
soon had the flames extinguished. 
The owners of the pin escaped 
withMittl« damage to their ma
chinery and building The great
est loss being from burnt seed 
and cotton.

Manager Browning showed 
his appreciation for the work 
the Fireboys di i by handing 
Chief Ferrier a check for $25.(Ri. 
This was done before the fireboys 
had left the scene of the fiâmes.

More Cotton, Cotton Seed and Feedstufh 

Shipped Than From Any Other Tow n  

On the Texas &  Pacific Railway 

On the R io  Grande Division.

T

Recapitulation From Railway Office Shows 
Large Shipments and Car Shortage 

Remains as a Great Hinder- 
ance to Shipments From 

This Place.

NETS OVER $301
The public dinner given here 

Saturday by .Merkel ladies to 
raise funds for t^e Belgians 
brought in a total of over $50.(R) 
after all expenses were paid. The 
expenses, however, amounted to 

jvery little and probably $3.00 
I would cover the entire expense 
i the ladies were to in arranging 
; for the feast.

The Roy E. Fox stringed or- 
I chestra divided time with pupils 
of Miss Burkett’s music class in 
furnishing music for the occasion.

The famouB Peacemaker flour 
at the Bob Martin Grocery Co.

which will make a very handsome 
saving for the Insurance payers

The Fire Marshal should be in- 
i structed to inspect the business 
• district at least once a month 
! and instruct the owners on the 
' importance of keeping the 
' premises free from all trash and 
I rubbish.
I Uoncluslon.
. In conclusion I wish to thank 
jthe Mayor and City for4he uni- 
j form kindness during the past 
I year. Also the business men of 
I the town who have aided the 
i Department with donations for 
supplies. To my able assistant 
Chiefs, First Assistant J. C. 
Coraegys and Second Assistant 
0 . M. Sharp, who have given me 
much assistance, my thanks are 
due, also to the other officers and 
men of the Department for their 
faithful performance of duty in 
time of need This has been a 
very successful year for the De
partment not only in the exceed
ingly good fire record we have 
given the city but in the 
many supplies we have been able 
to add for service.

Now to conclude I assure you 
that this has been one of the 
most pleasat.t years we have 
spent together since the organi
zation of our Department and I 
believe it wfill be a pleasure to us 
in after years to recall to memory 
the days we spent together in 
the Merkel Fire Department.

Respectfully,
F. J. Ferrier,

Chief Fire Department.

Shipments from Merkel during the last few months of 
the cotton and harvest season has amounted to over one 
thousand tw’o hundred and fifty car loads against three hun
dred and fifteen for the same time of 1913-14.

Cotton shipments of this season have amounted to ap
proximately eight hundre<l car loads; four hundred car loads 
of cotton seed and over six times as many cars of grain ship
ped this season as during the ’13-14 season.

Train Master W. H. Homan of the Texas & Pacific Rail
way Company was here the first of this week investigating 
the reason of a continued car shortage at Merkel. During 
the past few weeks Agent Leighty has been unable t"? supply 
cars for all shipping demands. Requisitions by cotton and 
cotton seed sh ppers often run els as high as twenty or more 
cars i)er day with an average supply of from ten to fifteen. 
While in Merkel the first of the week Train Master Homan 
stated that the proposition of supplying Merkel with sufficient 
cars was the greatest problem he had to solve in any towm 
l»et\veen F'ort \^'orth and El Paso, as the shipments from this 
place would total more than those of any other station point 
west of Fort Worth on the T. & P.

The seed market has been very active here during the 
past two weeks, the price having advanced from $18 00 to 
$20.50 per ton with an unusual advance Thursday of this 
week when the McDonald & Stith gin placed the price up to $25.

These prices have attracted seed here from gins of the 
surrounding country, some seed having been hauled here 
from Eskota and Trent.

Along with the advance in the seed market much cotton 
that has been held since the early season is being sold now 
w'ith top prices going as high as 8.40 during the week and 
many sales being made above eight cents.

Cotton Receipts For Present Season.

Thursday evening of this week the receipts of the Mer
kel yards were short of the 20,000 bale mark by only 3,.500 
bales, the total at that time being 16,500 bales. The receipts 
of cotton at Merkel from Thursday of last week to Thursday 
of this week totaled 1,350 bales, or the second largest week 
of the present cotton season.

Roosevelt, N. J., Jan. 19.— 
Fourteen men were shot, four of 
them being mortally wounded in 
a pitched battle between 250 
striking laborers and fifty deputy 
sheriffs, at the plant of the 
American Agricultural Chemical 
Company here today.

The fight occurred when the 
strikers stopped a Central Rail
road of New Jersey train from 
Elizabethport to see if it had 
brought strikebreakers to the 
plant.

There were no strikebreakers 
aboard, but a few office employes 
who were aboard started an out
cry, apparently believing that 
the strikers intended harm to 
them.

We are not one door south of 
J. P. Sharp’s but juHt one door 
north of that establishment.

I
Don’t forget the famous 

PETERS Shoes at J .T . Dennis*.
I

E

' Manager Groene of the Cozy 
¡Theater, has been very fortunate 
in securing the Gileon-Bradfield 

¡Stock Co. for a three nights en
gagement, January 28,29 and 30. 

'This company carries 14 people,
, special scenery for each pro* 
Iduotion and their own orchestra 
land is conceded by tbe best 
¡dramatic critics to be tbe strong
est Traveling Stock Company 
playing the southwest.

I They have selected for their 
, opening play, Thursday night 
¡January 28, ‘‘Lavender and Old 
' Lace’’ a dramatization of Myrtle 
I Reed’s most famous novels, the 
I other two plays to be presented 
I are “ Barriers Burned Away’’ a 
j dramatization of E. P. Roe’s 
I novel and Tre Great Hoyt Thea- 
I ter Comedy Success “ A Bache- 
! lor’s Honeymoon.’’ Messrs Gil
son and Bradfield have had all 

, three of the above plays on the 
' larger one night stands playing 
at $1 00 and $1 50 top prices, but 
this season, they have combined 

, tbe three shows and have been 
playing three night stands at 50 
and 75 cents top. Mr. Groene. 

¡however, has given the company 
a guarantee and succeeded in

------------- -■ -------- I getting them to play Merkel at
If an inspection is given the Cheif Ferrier of the Merkel j 10, 26 and 35 cents, 

town of Merkel by a representa- Fire Department received a letter A matinee will also be given 
tive of the State fire rating board | last week from the ofllce of State Saturday afternoon at 2 ;30. At 

! and he finds the abundant growth i Fire Marshall advising him that the evening performances the 
: of broom weeds about our town ¡within the next two or three I curtain will rise promptly at 8:00 
las exist now, there is a strong weeks an engineer would visit!p m.
I probability of our insurance ra te , our town to make inspection ofj Roy E. Fox, manager of the 
being raised instead of being our fire risks and make grants i Fox Show playing In Merkel last 
lowered when that official visits! for any improvements that have week had the following to say in 
our city. i recently been installed ¡regard to tbe “ Gilson-Bradfield”

We w’ould suggest that every The letter also stated that the | “ You can tell your readers that 
person owning property about' engineer would also advise the ¡the BRADFIELD company is 
the town look after the burning i City Authorities along what lines | tbe strongest one playing this 
of weeds about their property at j other improvments could be made ' section of the country this sea* 
once. Also that the city author- 1  to get additional reductions in in- eon.”
ities have all weeds burned about, surance rates for our town. * --------
the suburban part of town. These' - »  Late Birtb Reports,
weeds make a fire risk much ' *»nt a clear cut picture Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Leslie
higher and an engineer will b e “®**''’ Eastman Kodak and if | McNees, on the 18th, a boy. 
quick to see the inadvisibility of ; the Eastman Films you! Born, to Mr. and Mrs. E. E. 
granting lower rate of insurance ^'** have no trouble in develop- Tipton, on the 8th, a girl, 
when such hazardous risks are^ng. Anew supply at .Mrs. E. | Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Bob

There comes again to our list 
of correspondents a writer from 
Trent who we hope will continue 
his good work both for our bene
fit and the pleasure of the many 
subscribers The Mail has in the 
Trent country.

He starts this first episode by 
stating that his section of the 
country is still full of cotton and 
negroes and that the Brown gin 
on last Saturday ginned between 
thirty and forty bales of cotton 
and left over twenty bales stand
ing on the yard at n igh t He 
further states that while cotton 
is very low they Eire receiving 
$20 per ton for seed which makes 
it average up to a very good 
price.

We are having fine dry weather 
now and farmers are getting th* 
benefit of good stock pastu 
So, after all, we have no k 
coming.

Born, to Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
McLeod. last Friday, one boy 
and one girl All doing well and 
Bob, the proud father, who is 
manager of the Burton-Lingo 
Lumber Co., at this plEice, has 
seen fit to advance the price of 
lumber $2.90 on the thousand 
feet. Other late births reported 
here was a girl to Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Smith a few days ago.

Many new comers are in this 
section of our country and a large 
per cent of them are without 
land to work during this year.

Mr. Frank Smith, son of Tid 
Smith, who has just undergone 
an operation for appendicitis at 
Abilene is.improving. His many 

I friends will be glad to learn of 
I his convalescent condition, 
j Ed Massey made a trip to 
I Sylvester last week to purchase 
; som cattle.
I C. T Beckham has just re
ceived a pair of Texas Guiña 

j hogs. He will plant less cotton 
this year and more hogs.

Rev. W. A. Schultz preached a 
very interesting sermon here last 
week. Our churches Eire in ex
cellent working order and our 
school is doing commendable 
work

REIIER RURN IRE MERKEL 10 
WELDS IN MERKEL

E

Duff, a boy, on the 11th.allowed to remain as they now j Ruata.
are in Merkel. I -------- --

— 1  I Plenty white and red onion; New ehlpment freeh bulk
Drug more lor nioejaetaat tbe Bob Martin Grocery! ohooolatea. The Elite Confeo*

I Company. tionery.
i-oney’a 

freah oandiea, Juit received.

Inebriates Uettlng Theirs
Probably no more oaaee of 

drunkenresa are noticed in Mer
kel than heretofore but no doubt 

I those who have been putting On 
regular epreea have found the 
town of Merkel a hard place to 
start such foolieh work of the 
late.

Within the last few weeks 
Conatable Laney has caught 
several drunks and in every in
stance has put them away in safe 
keeping for tbe night, subject to 
his call at 9 o’clook next morn
ing. Mr. Laney thinks it is all 
right for you to take a whiff but 
is correct in not wanting the 
effeois to show to a marked ex
tent while the “ 81opper-Up”  is 
parading tbe etreets of the town. 
A tax of about $10 00 or more 
has been imposed on those offend
ing, which cost taken together 
with the output in getting stewed 
up ought to make one offense 
enough for any man. We be
lieve this w.,rk will do good and 
commend our officers on their 
aggressiveness against alldrunks.

Mentbollii«' g a ls .
Is recommended by ue for tbe 

relief of headache's. Facial 
Neuralgia 8oitaio,Cbiblams,chap
ped Hande, Catarab of nose and 
tbroat,bitee and etinge of insects. 
Ask for 2oz jar for 25 centa at 
Mre. E. M. Ruete.

New shipment fresh bulk 
obocolatee. Tbe Elite Confeo- 
tionerjr.

A.

- -J

^
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Condensed Statement of Condition of

The Farmers State Bank, Merkel, Texas
Close of Business for December 31, 1914

R E S O U R C E S
Loans_______________ ____ SI 32,696.93
Banking House__________  . 9,500.(K)
Furniture ai' l !-ixUires.........  4,500.00
iniorest (iu;uM’'.ty Fund_____ 1,089.48
Casii and E xchange.....................  42,827.73

$190,714.14

LIABILITIES
Capital Stock..........................$ 35,000.00
Surplus and Profits........... . 3,166.65
Bills Payable........ .................. 13,500.00
Deposits........................................   139,047.49

$190,714.14

ON THE ABOVE STATEMENT WE SOLICIT YOUK ACCOUNT

This Bank opened for business January, 1912, and has the largest line of deposits in Merkel. We have no 
City or School funds, nor due from Banks among our deposits. This is the only Guaranty 

Fund Bank in Merkel. Safety First is our motto. We solicit your account.

Baa

■'1

NEW BAKERy IN ’ 
MEBKEL TO SIAÏ

One enterprise needed badly in 
Merkel is now a promised suc
cess for our town, that of a 
bakery, managed and run by a 
practical young German baker of 
over 16 years experience.

The new man in this profession 
is H. C. Quentin, formerly of 
Wichita Falls. He and his wife 
will personally superintend all 
the work and can be found at 
their bakery, first door west of 
Mrs. E. M. Rust’s drug store, 
a t all hours of the day or night. 
Mr. Quentin stated that he saw 
no reason why Merkel should not 
support a good bakery and it was 
his intention to give the town the 
best service possible to his 
learning.

Mdng or Harrison expects to 
.dfifive the ninth installment of 

the Million Dollar Mystery here 
next Monday in event the Light 
Plant is repaired in time to fur
nish current for the afternoon 
matinee and night show.

The regular installment of the 
Million Dollar Mystery, episode 
No, 10, will appear the following 
day in both matinee and night 
show. Episode No.9 should have 
been showed here Tuesday at the 
Royal. _

Advertised Letters
Brunner, Lmuis 
Counts, J. M.
Ddvis, T, M.
Decto, Richard 
Reynolds, Annabel!
Rosson, Claud 
Stanley, Billie 
Swain, Sam 
Westmoreland, Earl 
These letters will be sent to the 

Dead Letter Office January .‘iO, 
1915. H. C. Williams,

Postmaster.

Job

1. \

e- ■
■Vf;

P  rinting
? are here to 

serve you with 
anything in the 
line o f  printed  
s ta tio n ery  fo r  
yo u r  business  
a n d  p e rso n a l  
use, □ □ □ □

S t«  Us
Before 
Going 
Ebe- 
w k trt

Letter Head* BUI Heads
Envelopes Cards
W eddini Invitations 

Posters or Announcements 
Of AU lOarf*

The best quality of work 
at prices that are RIGHT

THE COZART MAIZE HEADER

A Machine of Proven Efficiency

On Display in Merkel Today
IN ABILENE NEXT WEEK

State and Territorial Rights for Sale

W.A. COZART & W . FISHER
DEMONSTRATORS AND AGENTS

s

. . . T H E . . .

Abi kite Semi- 
Weekly Reporter

A newspaper published twice each week giving all the —

Foreign, National, State and Home News
...AND THE...

BEHEB IBN INE 
WEEBS IN MEBKEL
If an inspection is given the 

town of Merkel by a representa
tive of the State fire rating board 
and he finds the abundant growth 
of broom weeds about our town 
as exist now, there is a strong 
probability of our insurance rate 
being raised instead of being 
lowered when that official visits 
our city.

We w’ould suggest that every 
person ow’ning property alxiut 
the town look after the burning 
of weeds about their property at 
once. Also that the city author
ities have all weeds burned about 
the suburban part of towm. These 
weeds make a fire risk much 
higher and an engineer will be 
quick to see the inadvisibility of 
granting lower rate of insurance 
when such hazardous risks are 
allowed to remain as they now 
are in Merkel.

1 . ouey’ij Drukr bkor** lor nice
fresh CHndie'», just received.

During the past twenty years 
I the number of all farm*» in Texas 
jhas increased 83 per cent, wh.ile 
; the farms operated by tenants 
! show a gain of 1.30 per cent. 
Farm lionie owners have increased 
only 50 per cent during this time.

Tenants constitute 53 per cent 
of the farm operators of Tcx.as 
and cultiv.ate 47 [)cr cent of our 

¡tillable land.
The land and buildings on the 

ten.ant f.arms of Texas are wortli 
.only one-half as much as those 
¡on the farms operated by own- 
■ ers,

Tbc land operated by Texas 
tenant farmers is equal in area 

¡to the State of Pennsylvania, lu- 
jdiana or Maine.
I Farm tenancy in Texas directly 
affects l,.'00,0Cb people, which is 
ê<|ual t.o the entire population of 

jtb.e State of .Arkansas, Louisian.i 
¡or Oklahoma.

STATEMENT

Farmers &  Merchants 
National Bank

’ OF MERKEL

December 31st, 1914

{

\ i 

1

RESOURCES
Loans.................................................................$103,367.71
U. S. Bonds— P ar.........................................  9,250.00
Furniture and Fixtures................................. 3 ,600.00
Real E s ta te .. . ...............................    6 ,657.25
Five par cent Redemption Fund......................................  1,062.50
Stock in Federal Reserve Bank......................................  500.00
CASH AND EXCHANGE................................. 68,735.97

T o ta l.......................................................$193 ,173 .43

LIABILITIES
Capital Stock................................................ S 25,000.00
Surplus and Profits.....................................  27,585.10
Circulation....................................................  6 ,250.00
Bills P ayab le ....................... ' ......... .............  Nona
Rediscounts.............................................. Nona
Other Borrowed Money..............................  Nona
DEPOSITS....................................................  134,338.33

Total........................................................$193,173.43

The Merkel Mall
Your own home paper, which carries 
all the local news while It is news, 
the two to your address for one 
year for o n l y ..................................... 50

A Subscription Bargain
Opportunity y«u cannot afford to overlook—T H IN K  O F IT !— 
Your own home county paper, together with the Abilene Semi- 
Weekly Reporter, for one year for only $ 1 . 5 0 .

All subscriptions must be handed in or mailed to this office.

Do It Now, As This Clubbing Offer Is Limited

R E M E W F iE R

How To Qlv* Quinine To Children.
n iB a it .lN R U th « tra d e -m a rk  nam e e te e a  to  a a  
ioi|iroT«dOaiBioc. I t la a T a s tc Ic a a B rra p , ptcaa- 
a a t  to  ta k a  aod  doca ao t d la ta rb  th e  atooiach. 
C liildrea U k* It and a r v r r  kaow  H la Q alalac . 
Alao eaaaciallp  a d ap ird  to  adalta  w ho c aa ao t 
lak e  o rd iaa ry  O alaiae . Doea ao t aaaaea le  ao r 
caaee aerro aeaeaa  aor r l a i t a i  la  th e  head. Tr> 
II Ike a e« t tim e yom a red  O*>alo* lo r aay  por- 
poae. Aak for I-ooace o fip laal packaac . T ha 
aam e  n tM I L I N R  U blow a ia b o tU e i lS  eeata .

--------^ ------ T
Whenever You Need a Oeaenil Toole 

Take Qrove’s
The Old SUndard Grove'a Tasteleas 

chUl Toole is equally valuable aa a 
Oraeral Tonic becauae it contains the 
well known tonic properties of QUINIMB 
and IRON. It acts on the Liver. Drives 
oat Malaria, Enricbes the Blood and 
Builds up tbe Wbola System. 90 cents.

That we have every facility 
for turning out neat print
ing of all kinds. Letter 
heads, bill heads, office sta
tionery, etc., furnished at 
the low est prices first 
class work will permit.

BEE’S LAXATIVE G0U6H SYRUP
NKLIKVKS COUQHS AND CO LD S

We enter the new year with a clean sheet, a 
high cash reserve and no borrowed money. We 
are well equipped to take care of good loans.

J. T. WARREN, Pres. THOS. JOHNSON, Cashier

P R O F E S S I O N A L

D R . S. L. D A VIS
, DENTIST
Office over Woodroof and 

Company.
Telephone.

O. F. M o M A S TE R  
D E N T IS T  

Ter.ms Gash
Office 2nd floor with^Dr. Geo. L. Miller

! W .  W .  W H E E L E R  
Real Estate, Fire, Accident and Tornado

Insurance Agent 
N o U iry  P u b lio .

I Office over Farmers State Bank

I S H A V IN G  A N D  B A T H  PARLORS
I The most up-to-date

SHOP IN MERKEL
C IT Y  BARBER S H O P

WEST & PATE, Proprietors

M . A R M S T R O N G , M . D.
Practicing Physician 

Office at Grimes Drug Store 
Merkel, Texas

Telephones: Res. 1-2; Office 1-0-

W. I). n .
Merkel Camp No. 719 meete 

teoond and fourth Fridny nights 
of eaoh mnnth.

W. M. Elliott, C. C 
S. Hamilton, Clerk

HAULING NOTICE.
For hauling ring me at Clarkr, 

phone 195 or Porter« Grocery, 
phone 286. H.8. (Dad) Wilson.

0«ly One “ BROMO QUININE“
T o a c t tk e  av aa lo e , call for fa ll naai». t.aX A - 
T iv k  BROMU QU IN IN E, Look lor a ianatar«  of 
K .W . GROVE. C ares a  Cold In Om  Day. Stopa 
co n sh  and  bcsdache , an d  works ofl cold. 2 x .

%
C . D . M IM S  

Attorney-At uaw
General Practice and Collections 

Land TiCle W iric a SpsoialitjA ^
Office over Farmers State Bank. • '

G. W. JOHNSON
Real ElaUte, Fire, Life and AcciJ«t 

Insurance Agent \  „
Respectfully Solicits Your BatineJjB 

Notary Public in Office 
Office over Woodroof A Company 

Merkel — Texas

W . T .  D A N IE L
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW » 

Practice in All the Courts,
Land Litigatiom and the Examination 
^  of Land Titlea a Specialty. 

Notary Public in Office 
Office second floor,over Crown Hdw.Co 

Merkel, Texas
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The Great Clear-The-Counter Sale Continued Balance of January

WITH PRICES ON ALL WINTER OOOOS FAR RELOW THOSE OF ANY PREVIOUS OCCASION

LOCAL AND PERSONAL
Mrs. F. A. Polly of Noodle 

visited here Wednesday.
I am still selling groceries. G. 

M . Sharp.
Bring me your eggs. I «ill 

count them right. Bob Martin 
Grocery Co.
 ̂ Phone 124 for Coou’s Sanitary 
Bread. The Anchor Mercantile 
Company.

a

YOU HAVE SEEN THE

B U L L ” RODE
Now come and see him Plow

■ 'I :  # ' ' " i  ,  ;  ' '  — '"i

Mrs. A. Huber of Noodle was 
in Merkel Wednesday.

Private room wanted; with or 
without board, by young noan. 
Reply Box 223, Merkel, Tex. tf

Have Sublett the jewelry at 
Mrs. K. M. Rust’s Drug Store fix 
it.

See J. T. Dennis for VERA* 
feliST Flour. Note the brand, 
VERA BEST.

John Collins returned from Ft., 
-Worth Thureday morning where 
he made sale of three cars of 

' steers, some of the beat that have 
been shipped from this market 
in many months.

You have seen the “ Bull” rode, 
now you can see his plow. At 

A Merkel Saturday, January 23. t2
New grocery in corner Cren* 

ehaw Bldg., fresh Fruits, Produce 
and fresh Vegetables. Merkel 
Produce Co. J. G. Kitchens, 
Prop. Phone 174. * 8t4

Mrs. N. E. Horn of Noodle vis
ited here Friday.

For Sale- Some good young horses 
and good work mule. See me at once. 
E. D. Coats.

STrtAYED- Friday, December 11th. 
from Trent, brown horse mule four 
months old. No mark. Fresh roached. 
Finder notify D.E. Tedford,Trent, Tex
as. 3tpd

C0Ì T0N POOL 
A DISASIER Seymour’s best flour at G. M. 

Sharp’s.
January 23 will be a BIG DAY

,,, , . in Merkel. Come And see theFort W orth. I exas-Petcr Rad-,

MF:N'—O ur lUuKtratrd cataloaue explain* how 
wra teach th e  Karber trad e  In a »hört tim e, 
mailed free . W rite. Moler H arber College. 
Fort W orth, Tczaa.

FOR SALE. —Good mewiuite cord 
wood four miles east of Merkel at $2.50 
|>er cord on the ground. Rhone R. D. 
Allen at Stith. 22t3pd

P'OR SALE—Oats, threshed 
feterita, maize heads and bundle 
feed. S.H.L. Swafford. Route 1.

I

V

Mrs. W. H. Hathway is visit
ing her sister Mrs. Carl Brabbins 
of Cisco.

^  Phone 124 for Coon’s Sanitary 
Bread. The Anchor Mercantile 
Company.

I  pu.(l;

Call and see the Merkel Pro
duce Co., the new grocers in the 
corner Crenshaw Bldg. J. G. 
Kitchens.Pfop. Phone 174. 8t4

Remember, the one “ Bull” will 
pull more than five big mules.

Merkel January 23, Come 
and see him. t2

Mrs. W. A. Scott and little 
'^daughter Louise visited Mrs. 

Baylor Crawford of Abilene 
Monday.

A demonstration of just how 
much the "Bull” will pull will be 
given in Merkel January 23 
Come and see it. t2

Mrs. B. S. Aisobrook has re* 
/  ^turned from Cleburne where she 

^Tisited her daughter Mrs. E. W. 
"^^^rown.

This machine will be demonstrated at

Merkel Saturday, Jan. 23rd
Come and see for yourself, and then figure 

it out, which will be cheaper, a . 

“ Bull Tractor^' or 5 big mules

You are late with your spring breaking. You intended 
to “ flat break” your land, but with planting time just a few 
short weeks away you will be compelled to resort to “ middle 
Busting”—unless—You let BULL TRACTOR do it.

Figure the cost. Five rattling good mules will cost from 
$ 000 to $1250. Each mule will cost to feed, on an average, 
$125 per year whether he works or not.

A BULL TRACTOR costing $470 00 will take the loud 
of five mules twice as far each day. You can Etill “ flat 
b reak”  and plant on time.

The BULL TRACTOR doe^ other things. It saws wood, 
pumps water, grinds feed, etc. Rain or shine, hot or cold, 
there is always seme work a BULL can do

Get one right now—and plant your crop right. You will 
pay for a BULL TRACTOR whether you get it on not.

W . A . Scott Ira Armstrong

j  FOR SALE—Small gentle work 
I work mare: second hand buggy 
cheap for cash only. Daniel 
Livery Stable. tf

FREE WOOD—Good wood to 
give for the clearing of land. 
See B. .M. Black, Merkel, Texas,

15t2
FOR SALE—Good grade work 

mules and horses. Anchor .Mer
cantile Company.

FOR SALE—Good milk 
Anchor Mercantile Co.

cow.

A good remedy for a had cough ia 
. BALLARD’S HOREHOVND SYRUP, 
’ •t heaH the lungs and quiets irritation.

•ke 25c. 50c and 11.00. Sold by H. C. 
Bnrrougha. adv |

Peooa City Sanitary Bread at* 
A the Anchor .Mercantile Company, i 
^P hone  124.

I
'^ 're th  bread, Coon’s Sanitary; 
kind at Bob .Martin’s Grocery. { 
Fresh supplies received twice per^ 
week.

A TEX A S W O N D ER.
The Texas Wonder cures kid 

ney and bladder troubles, dis- ' 
solves gravel,cures diabetes,weak 
and lame backs, rheumatism and 
all irregularities of the kidneys 
and bladder in both men and i 
women, regulates bladder troub- ! 
les in children. If not sold by ' 
your druggist, will be sent by 
mail on receipt of f l .  One amaH 
bottle is two months treatm ent' 
and seldom fails to perfect a cure. | 
Send for Texas testimonials. Dr. | 
E. W. Hall, 2926 Olive St., St 
Louis, Mn. &>ld by druggists.

Will Compton and Lewis Pat
terson, cousins  ̂ and farmers of 
the younger set from Merkel, 
made sale of some of their cotton 
resently at 10 cents per pound in 
purohaoe nf scholarships to a 
business oolDge in Ft. Worth 
and are now in that city taking 
advantage of their high priced 
cotton t(» netter equip themselves 
for the com nor pursuits of life.

Ureas of Koses
Will keep your hands from 

chapping. Wil keek them soft i 
and white, 25 cents at Mrs. E. M ’ 
Rust Drug Store.

Kotice.
I have opened a first class 

olacksmith shop just east of the 
Moore d: Meek shop and will ap
preciate M part of your trade. 
R L Porter.

I Have Muved
you want fresh

GROUP ■topiKHl In U) mlont«.« 
n il«  wiUi l ir .  S b o v p t 
< ruup  Uciuvtlj. On« 
t«wt will nireijr pmvak 
Ho Tomiiiop. mi «11» A ia(a and p leM isa* y m p —90?. U ra M is la

When you want fresh Fruits 
and Vegetables call on me at my 
new location, 1st door of G. F. 
West’s store. N. Roberts. 8l4

l l r . i i i n g ' s  iM en  L if e  P i l l a
T h e  b e s t  I n  t h e  w o r ld .

j  STRAYED—A smutty, pink 
i cow, unmarked and unbranded. 
Owner can get same by calling at 
0 . J. Adcock’s and paying for 
this ad.

LOST—LARGE canvas bag 2 
miles north of Blair. Finder re
turn to Merkel Mail offiice. Itpd.

EGGS—Eggs wanted. Cash 
paid for them. N. lioberts, one 
door east of West A Sons store.

222
COME SEE—A rich stalk field 

with fallen grain, cane, cotton 
stalks, grass and plenty water in 
Jones county. B. M. Black, 
Merkel. 22l2pd

If your cough ia not a pleasure 
to you it must be an annoyance. 
Why suffer when you can relieve 
it with a 5 cent box of Menthol*

a

ized Beans at .Mrs. E. M, Rust.
Ragged wounds are painful and 

cause much annoyance. If not kept 
clean they fester and become running 
sores. BALLARD’S SNOW LINI
MENT is an antiseptic healing remedy 
for such cases. Apply it at hight be
fore going to bed and cover with a 
cotton cloth bondage. It heals in a ! 
few days. Price 25c. 50c and 11.00 per 
bottle. Sold by H. C. Burroughs, adv |

The Gilson-Bradfield Stock I 
Company, with 14 people, { 
special scenery for each produo* j  
tion and their own orchestra will | 
be the attraction at the Cozy j 
Theatre Jan. 28, 29 A 30. Open- 

I ing play Thursday night ‘ Lav. | 
ender and Old Lace.” j

I The liver loses its activity at times ,
I and needs help. HERfilNF is an ef-1 
! fective liver stimulant! It also purifies [
I the bowels, strengteens eigestion and 
I restores strength, vigor and cheerful { 
spirits. Price 60c. Sold by H. C. j 
Burroughs. sdv i

ford. National Lecturer of the 
Fanners’ L'nion, when asked by 
a representative of the jiress if 
the tanners of the South would 
apply for loans under tlie terms 
of the $135,000,U0(3 cotton pool, 
said :

"1 do not know of a banker in 
1'cxas or elsewhere who is will
ing to lend money to tlie farnier< 
at .six per cent under the provi
sion.s of the p«K)l, and I do not 
think many fanners vvould care 
t-i «pialify for a loan. It is to be 
re_^retled that the officers of that 
inovenient arc.not trank enough 
to admit that the failure of the 
pool is due to iiihereut defects of 
the plan. It has not only failed 
completely, but it has indirectly 
C"st the Siuithcrn cotton produc-

Bull” puil a five mal,e load,
We are not one door\puth  

J. P. Sharp’s but just onV dcoc 
north of that establishment.

Mrs. Laura Mitchell of Abilene 
visited here Friday.

Look for the Ten little street 
lights. adv

All films developed 10 cents 
per roll.j ^Universal Studio.

Give your old clock or watch 
its annual bath. Let Sublett do 
it. The jewelry al Mrs. E. M, 
Rust’s DruglStore.

Miss Gail McCarty is in Sweet- 
cr-i millions of dollars. I think this week visiting the
it can be truthfully siiid that had family of W. C. Calvert.
the plan never been suggested.. * notatoes at Q M
.several millions of dollars would' J**“ potatoes at U. M,
have been loaned again.st cotton Sharp’s,
in the South by many banks who Lathan of Abilene
subscribed to the fund in good . . . . . .  . . »s j
faith, and naturally, with such a
pledge becoming a liability tliey I Pecos City Sanitary Bread at 
might be called upon to as-ume.ljhe Anchor MercanUle Company, 
tliey did not give consideratK'U; 
to making direct loans as thej 
Southern bankers have alwaysi 
done, and as a result the pool!
cut off the local money supply . . . . . . . . .
and forced the cotton on th e , '*̂ *̂̂ * their parents
market. I have no doubt the pro- ! snd grandparents Mr. and Mrs.
moters acted in good faith, bnt W, M. O’Briant.
the movement has been a serious; _ , rr.
disastet -to the South.” ®®® Dennis for Dry

------------------ Goods and¡ Groceries, one door
THE TEXAS TENANT south of the Hamblet A Rogers

Co. He is nowjopen for business

Phone 124.
Mrs. Ross Ferrier and baby 

are at home from California

FARMER.

Texas has more tenant f a r m e r s , q u a r t e r s ,  
than any other State in the Lnion. j  Buy Seymour flour while you

About 60 per cent of the ten-1 can get it right. G. M, Sharp, 
ant krniers o: l>xaa move every :

Only R.OOO of the 220,000 Abilene vi.ited here Frid.y.
ant farmers in Texas have not 1 G. M. Sharp will pay you cash 
moved ducing the past ten years, for your eggs.

Only 90,734 or 24 per cent of Don’t forget the Elite. Hot 
the farms of Texas are entirely ¿rjuitg, 
owned by the farmers operating,
them. Mesdames Q. B. Brown and

There are 314,263 homeless | C. E. Whitaker were in Abilene 
farmers in Texas, and only 55,000 Tuesday visiting friends, 
of them are negroes, leaving 259,-: , m . i.
000 white farmers that do no t' . ^en litUe street
own the soil they till or the lights. adv
homes in which they live. ™ ,. T. J. Toombs who was taken

There are 219,575 tenant farm-1 to Abilene eome days ago follow-
ers in Texas, and in addition to 
this number 28.348 farm land
owners rent additional land, mak
ing a total of 247,923 farm land 
renters in this State.

ing a severe illness is reported 
to be much improved and his 
many friends will be glad to 
know of his improvement.

More than 202,000 Texas ten- HaVB yOUr flim t dBVelOpeil
ant farmers operate on a share the UnlverMl StUdlO. 
basis, while only 17,549 pay cash
rental. ' Mrs. M. B. Beocus visited her

Nearly ten per cent of the ten- daughter Mrs. Carl Brabbins of 
ant farmers in the United States | Cisco.
live in Texas, while only five per i «. r> * i <*
cent of the nation’s farm home “ r. and Mrs. J. M. Pate left
owners reside in this State. Sunday afternoon for Sweet-

In I8S0 only 38 ptr cent of tho ^ ' ^ o r e  th.y w .r . o.ll«I to 
Texas farmers were tenants, 42 i •R**'*! their eon Oscar Pate who 

er cent in 1890, 50 per cent in was thought to have appendioitie.
F900 and 53 per cent in 1910.

Less than eight per cent of the 
Texas tenant farmers pay cash 
rental.

Piles Cared in 6 to 14 Days 
Ynur (tru((i«l will rrfnnd  money if P.XZO 
C 'lN TM bN T (ail* to care any caaa of luh ing , 
RlirHl, Bl««lina <n PmCmdlna Pilea in < to 14 daya, 
X b c lir tt  appliwlioa aire* Ea*c ta il XoM. lOe.

After they had reached Sweet- 
and the attending phyeioians 
bad made a more thorough ex
amination it waa found that the 
first diagnoeie was inoorreot 
and later reports state that 
Oscar has almost recovered from 
the attack.
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The n E R K E L M A IL
PUBLISHED EVEKT LIIDILT MOHNING

THE MERKEL NAIL PRINTINU COMPANY. INCORPORATED
HOMER L  EASTEHWOOD. Editor and Manager 

S U B S C R IP T IO N , $ 1 .0 0  PER YEAR, IN  A D VA N C E
E nterod  a t the  Poatoffloe a t M erkel, Texae, a t  SaoondClaaa Mail M atter

Aot e rro n eo u t reflection on the  c '.iaracter, atanding or repn tatlon  of 
any  pem on. Arm o r corporation  whl -h may appear In the columna of The 
Mall will be gladly co rrec ted  apon Ita being brought to  th e  a tte n tio n  o 
th e  m anagem ent.

T E L E P H O N E  No. e i

If yoo hare  rlaltoya, o r  if you know any Item which would be r f  In- 
ereat to  read ers  o f 'th e M a ll ,  the  ed ito r would aparec ió te  a  note e r a  
'ephone m essage (o that eff..i't. O r. If an oocnrence of enusual Inter- 

ransp lres^  rep o rte r  will be prom ptly sen t to  get the full particu lars

AN EMBARGO ON WHEAT?

If wheat goes to $2 a bushel and cotton hovers 
around seven cents a pound, the south will feel 
the pinch of w’ar as do the Germans or French. 
Wheat shipments to Europe will command all the 
steamer room to the exclusion of lumber and 
cotton.

That with a rush of mules, wheat and other 
edibles the heavy freights will get little sea room.

Our ancestors said the government should pay 
no duty on exports.

But there in nothing against the declaration of 
an embargo. If an embargo should be put on 
wheat it would drop to 90 cents a bushel.

An Arkansas planter, who raised a thousand 
bales of cotton, and sold it for around seven 
cents, is now' feeding a hundred negro families 
and paying for wheat at the rate of $1.40 a 
bushel for wheat. He believes the United States 
should either supply ships for cotton and lumber 
or put an embargo on wheat. The planter has 
an equity in his claim.—Commercial Appeal.

Probably wheat will take a downward trend 
before long to scare the balance of last year’s 
crop on the market and then the time will come 
for calling an embargo As usual after our 
southern commodities have safely gotten out of 
the producers’ hands the price takes a skyward 
flight and remains there for a sufficient length of 
time to justify the mills and monopolies to make 
their profit Even now the price of our fleecy 
staple is taking a slight advance but for many 
sections of the country the advance will do little 
or no good. In western Texa.s will be found more 
cotton sold at the advanced prices than in any 
other part of the south perhaps. Our farmers 
will profit by the increased price but those in the 
low land districts who have already sold their en
tire crop are acting the part of the new comer in 
a snipe hunt. “They are left with the bag to hold’’

We believe that an emba'go on wheat would do 
a great good and should the senate confer power 
upon the president to declare an embargo on such 
during the time the House and Senate is not in 
session the monopiolies would face a grave situa
tion in creating false prices. Bring on the em
bargo but do it at a time when it will do the most
good and that time seems to be now in the wheat 
situation.

A QUART OF CIDER.

This should be entitled a card of thanks but 
the Mail editor is not sure yet whether thanks 
would be proper under such a condition.

One of our regular readers, J.M.Westenhou- 
ver, brought in a quart of pure apple cider last 
week for our sanction. No doubt Mr. Westen- 
houver thought that possibly there might be 
somebody connected with the Mai! who was a 
connoiseur of liquor, but in this we cannot 
qualify, yet we intend to give this quart of yellow 
Iluid an unprejudiced test. It may be that when 
we do the entire force will be converted into a 
yellow peril but the stuff has been given to us 
ann we are going to be as brave as was the 
donor. If age will help this special quality of 
cider any we are willing to give it plenty of time 
toge t into its proper state and should any of our 
readers see in our actions anything to denote that 
we had taken on too much of this fire water it 
will be their duty to take charge of us im
mediately and reserve judgment and censure un
til the man who gave us the dope can be found 
for if we are made the goats of this proposition 
here is where we will give one of our readers a 
run for his money.

Mr. Westenhouver stated that he made the 
cider and could vouch for its being pure. Acting 
under his statement we made an endeavor to 
find out just what jiure cider was but even our 
dictionary did not give the desired information 
and the only way we will have of satisfying our
selves of its purity and strength is to give it a 
fair trial. So here goes, and should any of our 
readers miss next week’s copy of the Mail you 
will please make your kick to Mr. Westenhouver.

JUMPING OUT IN FRONT.
Tarrant county jumps out in front as a leader 

of the movement to “ Let Texas feed itself and 
keep $200,000,000 at home.’’ Every community 
in Tarrant county is to be organized for the pro
duction of more foodstuffs and feedstuffs, and 
for the inauguration of more profitable market
ing. Help make Tarrant county the best farm
ed county in Texa.s. — Fort Worth Star-Telegram.

You cant do it. friend Ed of the ’Gram. If it 
were not for Taylor county being in the ring 
your assumption might be taken seriously, but 
people who know both counties know that you do 
not know what you are up against when you ask 
your fellow citizens to make Tarrant county the 
best farming county in Texas. A good sugges
tion for you to offer your county readers would 
be: “ Emulate the actions of Taylor county
farmers and the problem will be solved to a 
greater extent.’’

Probably Tarrant county will jump out in front 
as you say but only to be headed off by “Old 
Taylor.” It is perfectly natural for a person to 
“ hoop-em-up” a little but we kindly suggest that 
you keep an eye on west Texas and Taylor county.

A JURY TRAT B ll ITS BUH.
It was on the night of December 21 that Chas. 

Oxnam aided in the murder of William M. Alex
ander, who h«d been a resident of Dallas, at Los 
Angeles. On the forenoon of January 12. or just 
about three weeks later, Oxnam had been pro
nounced guilty by a jury, which recommended 
that deith be made the punishment. Here is a 
case of justice working quickly and unerringly 
that deserves to be celebrated. Such an event is 
not so commonplaca that it can properly be al
lowed to pass unnoticed. Besides, there were 
other circumstances to this trial which alone 
would render it noteworthy, at least in Texas. 
One is that it took the jury only thirty minutes to 
come to this verdict, notwithstanding it had been 
subjected to much befuddling testimony of “ex
perts” that Oxnam was insane. It is to be feared 
a Texas jury, if typical, would have been pro
foundly impressed by this marshaling of expert- 
ism. But this California jury seems very quickly 
to have reached the conclusion that if Oxnam was 
so little insane that it took an “expert” to dis
cover the fact, he was not too insane to know 
what i^the moral quality of Murder. Logic ap
plauds that conclusion, whatever legalism may 
think of it.—Dallas News.

Couldn’t someone stir up a legislature of some 
State and have our Texas body emulate their 
smooth working along logical lines.

A 16-year-old Houston boy was given a two 
years sentence in the reformatory at Gatesville 
for having forged a lady’s name to a ticket for a 
15 cent bed. Likely some big gun who robbed 
the boy’s home of its beauty and comfort by ex
acting the measures that constitute the high cost 
of living will be given two years grant of special 
privileges. Next.

Day before yesterday saw the beginning of the 
new administration. Will it be another cat and 
dog fight affair? Here is hoping that the busi
ness element of those who compose the legisla
ture will be in the majority.

Qrimes Drug: Store Merkel, Texas

Are Your Cattle Subject 
TO BLACKLEG?

BLACKLEGOID VACCINE
Not A Cure 

But
A Positive Preventive 

At

Merkel, Texas Qrimes Drug: Store

The Best is None Too Good.

Get the habit of burning the broom weeds 
around your home but be careful and not burn up 
your neighbor’s property.

One writer says it is about time for the mem
bers of Congress to begin their spring distribu
tion of garden seed.

Co-operate with the city officials and help en
force all laws.

About time for that spring clean-up. Better 
get ready.

IF YOU WANT A NEWSPA
PER THAT GIVES THE NEWS 
eapecialy the newa from Texaa 
and the Great Southwest, aa well 
as from all over the \\orld , one 
that civea the moat of it and in 
the beet poaeible way, you oan 
get it by aubaoribing for The 
Semi-Weekly Farm Newa along 
with the Merkel Mail.

Thia ia a combination of gen
eral newa and local newa that 
can’t be equaled or aurpaaeed. In 
addition to ita great newa aervice 
The Semi-Weekly Farm Newa 
hae many special featurea that 
entertain, amuae and inform. 
Among theae are The Farmer’a 
Forum, The Women’s Century, 
Our Little Men and Women, and 
the beat. Latest and Fullest Mar
ket Reporta to be had in any 
newspaper, hot off the wires. The 

I Newa fpenda many thousands of 
j dollars a year for theae telegraph 
: market reports, and they are re
liable.

An'ither rplendid feature of 
i The Semi-Weekly Farm News is 
• the Diversification Idea of Crops 
which will be more Interesting 
than ever before for Your Ben- 
fit and the benefit of all the Pen- 
pie of Texas and the Southwest.

The priPe of The Serai-Week
ly Farm Newa and the Merkel 
.v.ail is only $1 40 a year. 
You get the beet of every
thing that is good in reading mat
ter from every standpoint.

Send in your order now and 
take advantage of the next few 
w’eeks positing youraelf on mat
ters of deep concern the coming 
year

THE MERKEL MAIL
Desfnes» Cannot Be Cured

by local applications, as they cannot 
reach the diseased jwrtion of the ear. 
There is only one way to cure deafneas, : 
and that ii by constitutional remedies. 
De#fness is caused by an inflamed con-' 
dition of the mucous lining of the j 
Eustachian Tube. When this tube is ' 
inflamed you have a rumbling sound or : 
imperfect hearing, and when it is en
tirely closed, deafness is the result, I 
and unless the inflammation can be 
taken out and this tube restored to its | 
normal condition, hearing will be de- 1 
stroyed forever; nine cases out of ten i 
are caused bv Catarrh which is nothing 
but an inflamed condition of the mucous | 
surfaces.

We will give One Hundred Dollars 
for any case of deafness (caiiSed li> i 
catarrhl that cannot be curad by Hall's 
Catarrh Cure. Send for circulars free. :

F. J. CHENEY & CO.. Toledo, Ohio, i
Sold by druggists, 75c.
Take Hall's Family Pills for corsti- j 

pation. adv |

A Hard Blow. !
“Poor Mrs. de Reegur Is broken- ! 

hearted. They can't send her any , 
more Paris gowns. That suit she's | 
wearing was made here in town.” j 
“What a pity! I never saw her look- | 
tag so well.”

THE M ERKEL GARAGE
Under new management of

Messrs. Clayton Brown and H. G. Irwin 
AUTO REPAIR WORK

OUK SPECIALTY
Telephone No. 123

Automobile Supplies of all Descriptions.
Service Cara always ready to go—Day or Night.

Texas Company Oils and Gasoline.

Phone us Your Needs if you are in a Hurry.

THE M ER KEL GARAGE

I
V

W H A T ’S T H E  R E A S O N ?

Many Merkel People in Poor Health 
Without Knowing the Cauae.

There are scores of people who drag 
a miserable existence without realizing 
the cause of their sutTering. Day af-  ̂
ter day they are racked with backache | 
and headache; suffer from nervousness 
and dizziness, weakness, languor and 
depression. Perhaps the kidneys have 
fallen behind in their work of Altering 
the blood and that may be the root of ' 
the trouble. Look to your kidneys, 
assist them in their work—give them 
the help they need. You can use no 
more highly recommended remedy 
than Doan’s Kidney Pills—endorsed by 
people all over the country and by ' 
your neighbors in Merkel.

Mrs. Ada Walker, Merkel, Texas, 
says; “ When I began using Doan’s 
Kidneys Pills I had severe pains in my 
back and side and my kidneys and 
bladder were weak. Doans Kidney Pills 
cured me.’’

Price 50 cents at all dealer. Dont 
simply ask for kidney remedy—get 
Dosns Kidney Pill the same that Mrs. 
Walker had. Foster-Mibum Co., Props. 
Buffalo. N. Y.

SatlsRed.
Five-year-old Margie had traveled 

about a great deal during her short 
life. One day her aunt remarked: 
"Through all her travels, .Margie al
ways seems happy and contended.” 
"Yes,” said Margie, "no matter where 
I go, I always And some dirt to play 
In.”

SCO
CAi^ERAS
Tlie superb Ansco—best 
ior all scenes, at all times, 
in all weathers. The 
ama'.cur camera of pro- 
fesaiona! quality. Priced 
from $2.00 up. See the 
various models here. 
We also have Ansco 
Film and Cyko Paper.

BURROUGHS 
Drug Stort

Live Longer on Peninsulas.
It is stated that the residents of 

Islands and small peninsulas live 
longer than persons who dwell on the 
mainland.

Bilioutneta and Constipation Cured.
If you are ever troubled with biliour- 

ness or constipation you will be in
terested in the statement of R. F. Er
win, Peru, Ind. “A year ago last 
winter I had an attack of indigestion 
followed by biliousness and constipation. 
Seeing Chamberlain’s Tablets ao highly 
recommended. 1 bought a bottle of 
them and they helped me right away. ’* 
For sole by aU dealera. adv

Notice by Pubilealioo of Hoal Accouot
iitate of Texas, County of Taylor.

To the Sheriff or any Constable of
Taylor county, Greeting:
W. F. Stanford, administrator of 

the estate of Newt Harrison, deceased, 
having filed in our county court his 
final account of the condition of the 
estate of said Newt Harrison, de
ceased. together with an application to 
be discharged from said administration, 
you are hereby commanded, that by 
publication of thia writ for twenty 
days in a newspaper regularly published 
in the county of Taylor you give due 
notice to ail persons interested in ihc 
account for final settlement of said 
estate, to file their objections thereto, 
if any they .have, on or before the 
February Term, 1915, of said county 
court, commencing and to be holden at 
the courthouse of said county, in the 
town of Abilene on the 15th day of 
February, A. D. 1916, when said ac
count and application will be considered 
by the Court.

Given under my hand and seal of 
office this the 9th day of January A. 
D. 1916. J. D. Hilton.

Clerk County Court, Taylor County.
[L.8.]

A true copy, 1 certify.
J. T. Dodson,

Sheriff, Taylor County.sa

Cough Medicine for Children.
Never give a child a cough medicine 

that contains opium in any form. When 
opium is given other and more serious 
diseases may follow. Long experience 
has demonstrated that there is no bet
ter or safer medicine for coughs, colds 
and croup in children than Chamber
lain’s Cough Remedy. It is equally 
valuable for adults. Try iL It con
tains no opium or other harmful drug. 
For sale by all dealers. adv

Right Pcad to Kno'-t-dge.
He that ntUiUes only ri"n 4 iil ;;et 

the body cf kcowlodg '»out t’ae 
soul and he that studies only books, 
the soul without the body, lie that to 
what he sees adds observe Mon and to 
what he reads reflection is in the right 
road to knowledge, provided that In 
scrutinizing the hearts of others hs 
neglects not his own.—Colton.

\ Stomach Trouble  Cured.
If you have any tronble with your 

stomach you should takeChemherlein’s 
! Tablets. Mr. J. P. Kioto of Edina. ‘ 
I Mo., says: “1 have used a great many ̂  
j different medicines for stomech troubi ^
] but find Chombsrlain’s Tableta more 
' beneficial than any other remedy I 
 ̂ever ueed.” For eole by ell deetors.

f *- * J  J  v  , L  Í
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ENTIRELy BALD
Her Hair Commenced to 
Grow afterTwo Weeks’ 

Use of Newbro’s 
Herpicide

"F rv » T  r> u«ed  m e to  b* v n l lr a l r  bald .
I bu<l Kivrn up  a ll hop« of a c u tn  h a v in g  
h a ir  wh«n I w aa a d v l a ^  to  uaa lla rp ic ld a . | 
A ft« r tw o  w««k« m y h a ir  com m «nc«d  to   ̂
g ro w  I now  hav «  th a  m oat b e a u tifu l  h ead  
of h a ir  a n y o n e  e v e r  «aw. I ’ra la a  to  N aw - 
bro  a l ie i  plcltle ”

T h u a  w rttea  M ra H o w a id  B a iley , of 
B « ||evue, M ich. W e c an  p o in t to  th o u - 
aaa d a  of I n H t a n c e a  w h e re  th a  p ro p e r uaa 
of I le rp ir ld e  h aa  bean fo llow ed  by a  r e 
m a rk a b le  g ro w th  of hfilr.

N ew b ro ’a l le rp lc ld e  la " th e  o r ig in a l re m 
edy w hich  k llla  th a  d a n d ru ff  g e rm "  a n d  
atopa fa ll in g  h a ir

A pp llca tlo n a  m ay  be o b ta in e d  a t  th e  beat 
b a rla tra  a n d  h a ir  d re sae ra

N ew b ro 'a  H e rp ic id e  In 50c a n d  tl.OO a liea  
la g u a ra n te e d  to  do all t h a t  la c la im ed . 
I f  you a re  n o t aa tla llad  y u u r  m o n ey  will 
be ra fu a d a d

H. C. BURROUGHS.

ÌHE COONiy F I PAÏfiO
CIVI

L O F
IZAílON MET 

BY FAßMEB
WANTS NO "DEADHEADS" 

ON LIST OF EMPLOYES.

MR. ERNEST WINTERS and .MISS 
ALICE I)E LANE

in a scene from “ Barriers Burned 
Away,” one of the plays to be present
ed by the Gilson-Bradheld Stonk Co. at 
Cozy Theatre Jan. tS-29-30.

f Any Doctor
will tell you a fellow’s con* 
stitution wont last for* 
ever—and in these strenu* 
ous times it needs a good 
overhauling occasionally.

Mineral Wells
is the “ HU.MAN REPAIR 
SHOP.” Two or three 
weeks there will make you 
look and feel like new.

Trut'i.
Truth Itself, nrcordlnT to I.ocke’s i 

fine saylnK, will r.ol profit us so lonK 
as she is but held in tho hi'.nd and 
taken upon trust from other minds, , 
not wooed and won and wedded b y , 
our own.—George Eliot. ^

Fever Sores.
Fever sores and old chronic sores 

should not be healed entirely, but 
should be kept in healthy condition 
This can be done by applyinff Chamber
lain’s Salve. This salve has no superior 
for this purpose. It is also moat excel
lent for chapped hands, sore nipples, 
burns and diseases of the skin. For 
sale bv all dealers. adv

The Destructive Auto.
An Increase In parasitical dlsesses 

among poultry and game birds In Eng
land Is attributed to the distribution 
of dust through air by automobiles.— 
Houston Post.

Heartburn, indigestion or distress of 
the stomach is instantly relieved by 
HERBINE. It forces the badly de- 
ge9«ed food out of the body and re
stores tone in the stomach and bowels. 
Price 50c. Sold by H. C. Burroughs.

Offors Excursion Rates Daily
Better Go Before Its Too Late j

Ask The Ticket Agent!
A. D. BELL GEO. D. HUNTER  |

AMt. O en’l Pass Agt, Oenn Pass. Agl. | 
DALLAS. TEXAS

O V E R  6 6  V C A R 8 ' 
E X P E R I E N C E

T r a o c  M a r k s  
D e a ic N a  

COPVRIOHTS Ac. 
Afirnna •♦ntitnt a nketrh and d^fMmpllAn may 

Mlnfely aiH'ortniii nur opuiion fra« whaihor ao 
ts pr>>(iNl>ly poi entabla, i'onmiuiilca* 

ikHui«iric<lyn»iinaautlal. HANDBOOK on l*ai«iiu
•an* frna. ftMaat niranry for eotnirlna pataiita. 

|*ni<*tMe ittkcn i brunch Muno A C'o. racalT# 
HiUU0, orli bout charca« la tha

Sckniific Jtmerican.
A bande<»mrty nin»tn»f*d f nrcaat ctr-

f eolafluii tif an r junrnaJ. Tarme. $3 a
f« tr  : funr ttmnlbe, |L  IMd by all n#»»<icRlare.

' IIUNN&Co.«*«»— »NewYorkornee, 06 T M., Wubliigtum, 1>. C.

Easy VIctlmg.
There are nearly always enough 

people who do not read the newapa- 
perg on board a big ocean liner to 
make the voyage Intereatlng for s  
few card sharpa.

CItatioD by Publication of Fioal Account
The State of Texas.

To the Sheriff or any Constable of 
Taylor county—Greeting:
R. Y. Lacy, Administrator of the 

estate of W. M. Lacy, deceased, hav
ing filed in our Ccunty Court his final 
account of the condition of the estate 
of W. M. Lacy, deceased, numbered 
556 on the Probate Docket of Taylor 
dounty, together with an application to 
be discharged from said administration.

You are hereby commanded, that by 
publication of this Writ for twenty 
days in the Merkel Mail, a newspaper 
printed in the county of Taylor, you 
give due notice to all persons interested 
in the Account for Final Settlement of 
said estate, to appear and contest the 
same if they see proper so to do, on or 
before the February term, 1915, of 
said County Court, commencing and to 
be holden at the Court House of said 
county, in the city of Abilene, on the 
15th day of February, A. D. 1915, 
when said Account and Application will 
be acted upon by said Court.

Given under my hand and «eal of 
said Court, at my office in the city of 
Abilene, this 18th dsy of January, A. 
D. 1915, J. D. Hilton,

Clerk, County Court, Taylor Co. 
By Bertha Early, Deputy Clerk.

[ L .S .[

A true aopy. I certify.
J. T. Dodson,

Sheriff Taylor County.

By Peter Radford 
EastMii-r Nstloiial K srm en ' I'liinn.

The farmer gets more out of 
the fair than anyone else. The 
f»ir to a city man is an entertain
ment; to a farmer it^is education,' A Call Upon the Law Makers to 
Let us take a stroll through the Prevent Useless Tax on 
fair grounds and linger a mo- Agriculture.
nient at a few of the points of -----
greatest interest. We will first There is no payroll in civiliza- 
visit the mechanical department tion that does not rest upon the 
and hold communion with the back of the farmer. He must 
world’s greatest thinkers. pay the bills—all of them.

You are now attending a con- When a farmer buys a plow 
gress of the mental giants in me- he pays the man who mined the 
chanical science of all ages. They metal, the woodman who felled 
are addressing you in tongues of the tree, the manufacturer who 
iron and steel and in language assembled the raw material and 
mute and powerful tell an elo- shaped it into an article of use- 
quent story of the world’s prog- fulness, the railroad that trans- 
ress. The inventive geniuses are ported it and the dealer who sold 
the most valuable farm hands w’e him the goods. He pays the 
have and they perform an en- wages of labor and capital em- 
during service to mankind. \ \  e ployed in Hie transaction as well 
can all help others for a brief as ¡Hiys for the tools, machinery, 
period while we live, but it takes huiltUngs, etc., used in the con- 
a master mind to tower into the struction of the commodity and 
realm of science and light a torch the same applies to all articles 
of progress that will illummate of use and diet of himself and 
the pathway of civilization for those engaged in the subsidiary 
future generations. The men who lines of industry, 
gave us the sickle, the binder. The total value of the nation’s 
the cotton gin and hundreds of annual agricultural products is 
other valuable inventions work around $12,000,000,000, and it is 
in every field on earth and will safe to estimate that 95 cents on 
continue their labors as long as every dollar goes to meet the 
time. Their bright intellects have expenses of subsidiary industries, 
conquered death and they will live The farmer does not w-ork more 
tnd serve mankind on and on than thirty minutes per day for 
forever, without money and himself; the remaining thirteen 
without price. They have shown hours of the day’s toil he devotes 
us how grand and noble it is to to meeting the payroll of the 
work for others; they have also hired hands of agriculture, such 
taught us lessons in economy and as the manufacturer, railroad, 
efficiency, how to make one hour j commercial and other servants, 
do the work of two or more;j
have lengthened our lives, multi-' Farmer s Payroll and How

He Meets It.
The annual payroll of agri

culture approximates $12,000,000,- 
000. A portion of the amount is 
shifted to foreign countries in ex
ports, but the total payroll of in
dustries working for the farmer 
divides substantially as follows: 
Railroads, $1,252,000,000; manu
facturers, $4,365,000,000; mining, 
$655,000,000; hanks. $200,000,000; 
mercantile, $3,500,000,000, and a 
heavy miscellaneous payroll con
stitutes the remainder.

It takes the corn crop, the 
most valuable in agriculture, 
which sold last year for $1,692,-

---------  i 000,000, to pay off the employes
The home is the greatest contri- ! railroads; the money de-

bution of women to the world. ! from our annual sales of

plied our opportunities and taken 
toil off the back of humanity.

They are the most practical 
men the world ever produced. 
Their inventions have stood the 
acid test of utility and efficiency. 
Like* all useful men, they do not 
seek publicity, yet millions of 
machines sing their praises from 
every harvest field on earth and 
as many plows turn the soil in 
mute applause of their marvelous 
achievement.s.

FARMER RADFORD ON 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

and the hearthstone is her throne. 
Our social structure is built 
around her, and social righteous
ness is in her charge. Her beau
tiful life'lights the skies of hope 
and her refinement is the charm

livestock of approximately $2,- 
000,000,CXX), the yearly cotton 
crop, valued at $920,000,000; the 
wheat crop, which is worth ^10,- 
000,000, and the oat crop, that 
is worth $440,000,000, are re-

Oangers ot a Cold.
Do you know that of all the minor 

ailments colds are by far the most dan
gerous? It is not the colds themselves 

’ that you need to fear, but the serious 
diseases thev so often lead to. For 
that reason every cold should be gotten 
rid of with the least possible delay. 
To accomplish this you will find Cham
berlain’s Cough Remedy of great help 
to you. It loosens s cold, relieves the 
lungs, aids expectoration and enables 
the system to throw off the cold. For 
sale by all dealers. adv

Ssgregste Art Trcaaurss.
Why not set apart one country whers 

art treasures of the world can be negr9- 
gated? Maybe Providence has been 
using American millionaires as blind 
jistniments, in so far as they havs 

I active in removing European art 
treasures to this country.

I£ You Want
YO U can get 

them by ad
vertising in this 
paper. It reaches 
the best class of 

people in this 
community.

Use this paper if 
you want some 
of their business.

Use This Paper
Joints that ache, muscles that are 

‘ drawn or contracted should be treated 
^  3ALLARD’S SNOW LINIMENT. 
A^peuetrstes to the spot wbers it is 
needed and relieves suffering. Price 
16«, iOe end tl.OO per bottle. Sold by 
H. C. 3»rroughs. adv

of tw'entieth century civilization. i q^'ired to meet the annual pay- 
Her graces and her power are f^^fiu^^cturcrs. The
the cumulative products of gen-' derived from the remain-
erations of queenly conquest, and staple crops is used in meet- 
her crown of exalted womanhood payroll of the bankers,
is jeweled with the wi.sdom of merchants, etc. After these ob- 
saintly mothers. She has been I'R^dons are paid, the farmer has 
a great factor in the glory of our '  ̂ bunches of vegetables,
country, and her noble achieve- i  fruit and poultry which he
ments should not be marred or i proceeds
her hallowed influence blighted own.
by the coarser duties of citizen- When the farmer pays off his 
ship. American chivalry should help he has very little left and 
never permit her to bear the bur- : to meet these tremendous pay- 
dens of defending and maintain- , rolls he has been forced to mort- 
ing government, but should pre- homes, work women in the
serve her unsullied from the al- ! fi®id increase the hours of 

, lied influences of politic., and his labor.
protect her from the weighty re- W’c will devote this article to 
sponsibilities of the .sordid affairs  ̂ discussion of unnecessary ex- 
of life that will crush her ideals | penses and whether required by 
and lower her standards. The ' law or permitted by the man- 
motherhood of the farm is our ' agements of the concerns, is 

! inspiration, she is the guardian wholly immaterial. We want ail 
1 of our domestic welfare and a waste labor and extravagance, of 
puide to a higher life, but direct- : whatever character, cut out. We 
ing the affairs of government is i will mentioq the full crew bill as 
not within woman’s sphere, and ' illustrating the character of unnec- 
political gossip would cause her essary expenses to which we refer.
to neglect the home forget to Union Opposes "Full Crew’’ Bill, 
mend our clothes and burn the -ru n' c- . tt •biscuit, ! The lexas Farmers Union

___________  • j,registered its opposition to this
: character of legislation at the 
: last annual meeting held in Fort 
i Worth, August 4, 1914, by res- 
' olution, as follows:

"The matter of prime impor
tance to the farmers of this state

RURAL SOCIAL CENTERS.

We need social centers where 
our young people can be enter
tained, amused and instructed un
der the direction of cultured, 1 is an adequate and efficient mar- 

! clean and competent leadership, ' keting system; and we recognize 
' where aesthetic surroundings ! that such a system is impossible

Tfes QgUm T M  Dm s  M  M«Mt ffei Ntei
Bcvanac ot lU  to a k  «ad la sa tie*  eflect. LAXA
TIVE BROMO QOININK i t  tw tta r th a a  ovdlaary 

itaiae aad  doM  ao t caaa* a » rro a»a«a« a a r 
_ la  Baad. Baaif  bar tb a  ta ll aaaM  aad  

la r  Iba a lsM ta r«  a< K. W. OBOVX. tSa.

Stir the love for the beautiful, 
where art charges the atmos
phere with inspiration and power 
and innocent amusements in* 
struct and ^fighten their live«.• ■ .'g  "II mmt mo....... ■■ III .

without adequate raflroad tmcili- 
ties, embracing the greatest 
amount of service at the least 
possible cost We further recog
nize that the farmers and pro-

iHoMca a a«5u

ducers in the end pay approxi-, 
inately 95 per cent of the expense i 
of operating the railroads, and it | 
is, therefore, to the interest of 
the producers that the expenses| 
of the common carriers be as • 
small as is possible, consistent 
with good service and safety. 
We, therefore, call upon our law
makers, courts and juries to bear 
the foregoing facts in mind when 
dealing with the common car
riers of this state, and we do 
especially reaffirm the declara
tions of the last annual conven
tion of our State Union, opposing 
the passage of the so-called "full 
crew’’ bill before the thirty-third 
legislature of Texas.’’

The farmers of Missouri in the 
last election, by an overwhelming 
majority, swept this law off the 
statute book of that state, and 
it should not be put on the 
statute book of Texas and no 
legislature of this nation should 
pass such a law or similar legis
lation which requires unnecessary 
expenditures.

This applies to all regulatory 
measures which increase the ex
penses of industry without giving 
corre^onding benehts to the pub
lic. Tliere is ofttimes a body of 
men assembled at legislatures— 
and they have a right to be there 
—who, in their zeal for rendering 
their fjlow-associates a service, 
sometimes favor an increase in the 
expenses of industry without due 
regard for the men who bow their 
backs to th« summer’s sun to 
meet the payroll, but these com
mittees, while making a record 
for themselves, rub the skin off 
the shoulders of the farmer by 
iirging the legislature to lay an
other burden upon his heavy load 
and under the lash of "be it en- 
acted" goad him on to pull and 
surge at the traces of civilization, 
no matter how he may sweat, 
foam and gall at the task, VVhen 
legislatures "cut a melon’’ for 
labor they hand the farmer a 
lemon.

The farmers of the United 
States are not financially able to 
carry “dead heads” on their pay
rolls. Our own hired hands arc 
not paid unless we have some
thing for them to do and we are 
not willing to carry the hired 
help of dependent industries un
less there is work for them. We 
must, therefore, insist upon the 
most rigid economy.

Legislative House-Cleaning 
Needed.

While the war is on and there 
is a lull in business, wc Hunk the 
legislature should take an inven
tory of the statute books and wipe 
off all extravagant and useless 
laws. good house-cleaning is 
needed in Te.xas and economies 
can be instituted here and there 
that will patch the clothes of in
digent children, rest tired mothers 
and lift mortgages from despond
ent homes. Unnecessary workmen 
taken off and useless expenses 
chopped down all alon^ the line 
will add to the prosperity of the 
farmer and encourage him in his 
mighty effort to feed and clothe 
the world.

If any of these industries have 
surplus employes we can use 
them on the farm. We have no 
regular schedule of wages, but 
we pay good farm hands on an 
average of $1.50 per day of thir
teen hours when they board 
themselves; work usually runs 
about nine months of the year and 
during the three months dead 
time, they can do the chores for 
their board. If they prefer to farm 
on their own account, there are 
more than 14,000,000,000 acres of 
idle land on the earth’s surface 
awaiting the magic touch of the 
plow. 'I'he compensation is easily 
obtainable from Federal Agricul
tural Department statistics. The 
total average annual sales of a 
farm in the continental United 
States amount to $516.00; the 
cost of operation is_$340.U<j; leav
ing the farmer $176 per annum 
to live on and educate his family.

There is no occasion for the 
Icgislalutes making a position fur 
surplus employes of industry. Let 
them come "back to the soil” and 
share with us the prosperity of 
the farm.
W. D. Lewis, President, Farm

ers’ Educational & Co-opera
tive Union of Texas.

Peter Radford, National Lecturer
Farmers’ Educational & Co
operative Union of America.

WHAI H m E D  It
iHE coutil lo m

■» — I ■ — «
FARMERS WANT TO KNOW.

Producers Tired of 
Waiting.”

"Watchful

i By Peter Radford
Leetiirer Xatioiial Farmer»’ Colon

The government officially es
timates the 1914 cotton crop at 
15,96̂ >,000 bales. This is the larg
est production in the history oi 
the cotton industry. The 1911 
crop held the record to the 
present year with a production 
of 15,6')0,701 bales. I estimate 
we have at least two million 
baK?s in the field, much of it 
deserted by the discouraged 
farmer and will probably never 
be gathered. The 1914 crop 
also ranks among the largest 
in production per acre, aver
aging 208 pounds per acre and 
re.aches the low water mark in 
price. The price officially «stim-, 
ated for the 1914 crop is 6 cents 
per pound against an averac 
price of 12 cents per pound 
1913 and a production of le>*. 
pounds per acre.
Greatest Crop—Lowest Value.
The value of the 1914 cT<sp is 

six cents less per pound, or $480,- 
000,000 less than the value of last 
year’s crop. This is a greater 
financial blow to the South than 
the freeing of the slaves and it 
has sent millions of Southern 
farmers and their families stag
gering down the thoroughfares 
of poverty, but the South is brave 
and can meet adversity. When 
the war was over we beat our 
swords into plow shares and we 
have the courage and ability to 
transform a calamity into a bless- 
ing.

The Farmers’ Union asked 
Congress to meet the emergency 
by lending money on cotton so 
as to enable poor farmers to hold 
their crop, but the request was 
rejected, or rather modified by 
the government agreeing to join 
with bankers in providing a fund 
of $135,000,000 for lending on 
cotton. The anti-trust* law had a 
special construction placed upon 
it, the patriotism of bankers w'as 
appealed to and headlines full of 
hojie were flashed across the 
columns of the leading newspa
pers of the nation lor a few 
months, but where is the money? 
No farmer has ever seen a dollar 
of it. There is nothing quite so 
destructive to those in distress as 
false hope, and if this movement 
which has been so persistently 
heralded to the world has failed« 
we are entitled to know’ it.

I want to call attention to the 
fact that the farmer—the owner 
of the property involved—was 
never consulted in the transac
tion. Tlic story was told him as 
children are told the story of 
Arabian Nights and the bed-time 
storv of the rainbow with the pot 
of gold, and it seems to be alxiut 
the same sort of literature. The 
farmers were never taken into the 
confidence or the councils of the 
business men and the government 
ofticials engaged in the transac
tion. We do not know why.
Farmers Have Squared Accounts 

Unaided.
It is perhaps suflicient to say 

that a business movement having 
for its component parts the rnost 
powerful forces on the American 
continent made an honest and 
strenuous effort to help the farm
er and failed, and the farmers of 
the South are now drinking the 
bitter dregs of that failure. Ap
proximately three-fourths of the 
cotton crop is now out of the 
hands of the producer and the 
poor farmer who most needed the 
money has already squared ac
counts and has begun the strug
gle to overcome the deficit that 
has taken school books from his 
children, shoes off his wife and 
threatens the shelter of his fam
ily, and it is to his permanent re
lief that the government and the 
business men of the nation should 
now turn their attention.

The problem has three fac
tors: the farmers, the businei^ 
men and the government, and il 
all three elements will unite w« 
can easily work out plana for re«, 
lief, and the organized farm e^ 
of America are ready to do theiB 
■hare. I

J

it-
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M R S . W . H . D IC K S O N , E D IT O R

ASK RELIEF FOR ¡HUSBAND RESCUED '
DESPAIRING WIFE

Miss Annie Smith entertained 
the members of the Twentieth 
Century olub at her home Satur* 
day afternoon. The installation 
of officers took place. Mrs. T. A. 
Harris was elected to member* 
ship.. The attendance waa very 
good. At the conclusion of the 
lesson the hostess served dainty 
refreshments. Miss MoLetidon 
will be the next hostess at the 
home of Mrs. B. Jenkins.

Farmers’ Union Officials Want a Law 
Enacted That Will Fulfill Its 

Purpose.

The dance Friday evening was

Fort Worth, 'I'vx.ts.—'I'lie most 
inipoitant prohlvin th.nt confront- 
the Texas Legislature in its 
.session is relief for the tenant 
farmer.

(.)ut of the 21*',.'“.' tetiant farm
ers  the h'ederal Census Httreau 
shows that 17..VX1, or less than 
10 per cent, pay cash rent and we 
estimate that fiO per cent rent on 
the basis of one-third grain and 
)nc-fotirth cotton and JO per cent

After Four Tears d  DuconragiBg 

Conditions, Mrs. Bullock G are 

Up b  Despair. Husband 

Came to Rescue.

I had gotten so weak I could not stand, 
and I gave up in despair.

At last, my husband got me a bottle of 
Cardui, the woman’s tonic, and I com
menced taking it. From the very first 
dose, I could tell it was helping me. I 
can now walk two miles without its

quite a social fiucceas. The pro-' ¡lay more than a third and , a 
griimd marked sixteen dances ff urth. 1 here arc perhaps 6.'.OfK) 
with several extras. Music was ' farmers in this State, wlio,
,  .  .  ,  i m some form or other, pav a rent-furnished by the orchestra A ,
number of out of town guests | 'p,, number
were present. I we may add the 17,.'00 cash ten-

- - - - - -  i ants, for it is there the wor>t
The Woman’s Missionary so- i of rental extortion exist.

Catron. Ky.—In an interesting letter ‘'«■»»K *"*1 am doing all my work.”
from this place, Mrs. Bettie Bullock , U XO“ are all run down from womanly 
writes as follows: ” 1 suffered for four doubles, don't give up in despair. Try 
years, with womanly troubles, and during Cardui, the woman’s tonic. It has lieipcd 
this time, I could only sit up for a little niore than a million women, in its 50 
while, and could not walk anywhere a t ' years of continuous success, and sliould

surely help you, too. Your druggist has 
sold Cardui for years. He knows wtiat 
it will do. Ask him. He will recoin-

clety of the Methodist church n might he difficult to
_   ̂ V j  /. I prohibit, by law, a willing remter | ——

 ̂ willing landlord an j 
agreed sum for use of proi)erty.

Abuses of Tenancy System.

all. At times, I would have severe pains 
in my left side.

The doctor was called in, and his treat
ment relieved me for a while, but I was mend i t  Begin taking Cardui today, 
soon confined to my bed again.

___ j  t /rulruciitmj «n  your Cl . _ ___
Moi la aUla viappat.

A fte r ' fo: Ch.tUnooc< Medicine Co.. Ladln*
’  ; AdviMry Dept.. CSatt.nooga, Tenn., tor .Sj)fCiul». . ... ____________  j  I /ruiruefioman yourca»« andM-p»ee book. Horn«that, nothing seemed to do me any good, i Tnuawot im Wao

met at the church Monday after
noon. The lesson on New Amer
ica was ably led by Mrs. M 
Armstrong. The interest was 
very great. Mrs. Martins posters 
helped to make the lesson plain 
besides adding many sidelights.

The Baraca Class
'he Methodist Baraca class is

There are many abuses grow
ing out of our tenancy .system 
which should be corrected and 
puni«hed by law if they cannot be 
corrected peaceably. We will 
mention a few of them. Out of 
the 63,000 tenant farmers who

, . , : pay more than a third an<l awing every week m number
as well as in enthusiasm and in
terest- It is a desirable place for 
a young man on Sunday morning 
and you will be welcomed. ‘‘You 
are a stranger but come ”

A business meeting was held 
at the class room Thursday Dec
ember 14, with a large attend
ance and good spirit. New’ offi
cers were elected as follow’s : 
John Morgan, President; Ernest 
Rogers. Vice-President; Stanley 
King, Secretary; Claud Jenkins. 
Assistant Secretary; Verl John
son, Treasurer; Jasper Tucker, 
Press Reporter. Prof. Morris re
tained as teaceer. The meeting 
was brought to a close 'by a 
speech made by Ernest Rogc’s, 
full of enthusiasm for the up 
building of the class.—Press Re
porter.

League Program
Subject—.Moees, from passion 

to self mastery.
Scripture ref. Ex. 2:11-12. 

Nun. 12:1-3, 10 13, 10 2*5.
Song.
Prayer.
The similarity of conditions 

with which Moses met, with to 
those which comfort the laboring 
people of today.—Dr. McMaster.

Song.
God’s promise to renew our 

patit-fice.—.Mrs. Martin.
Duet—Misses Mary and Jackie 

Jennings.
Prayer.
Miscellaneous.
Benediction.

D o n ’ t  M i s s  I t !
fourth land rental, we estimate 
that 40 per cent, or 26,000, pay di-’ 
rcct to the landlord and the re
maining 3*J,0tK) pay it to hrukers 
and agents who rent lands on a 
basis of a third and a fourth and 
then buh-rent at a profit, charging 
a cash bonus for tlie farm or ad
vancing the rents beyond the 
price they pay. Such practice* 
sliould he broken up by law for 
they constitute an iHcgitimatc 
d'cupation. The owner of jirop- 
erty shouM look after his busi
ness personally or hire some one 
to do so, i>aying them a reason
able sum out of his own pocket, I 
and not become a party to an | 
injurious system of speculation. , 
We leave the legislature to deal 
w ith the iniquitous tenant system, 
according to their wisdom.

Next Episode No. 10
O F

THB
MILLION

DOLLAR 
M YSTERY

Thanhouacr’* Million Dollar Motion Picture Productioi

»UOOOOO

“ Shanghaied”
at the

ROYAL THEATRE

___

Tuesday afternoon and 
Next week

evening

Union Calls Upon Legislature for 
Building Material.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
For City Marshal —

BEN WALTERS 
SAM ROBERTS 
B. C. GAITHER 
R. E. COUNTS

For City Secretary—
Ü. W. JOHNSON

QuesllODS OD Hamlet.
What do you aay of the mys

tery in this drama? If Hamlet 
feigned madness did he deceive 
anyone? How could feigning in
sanity further Hamlet’s designs 
of vengeance?

Does Hamlet show any twinge 
uf conscience for sending Guild- 
enetern and Rosenscrantz to 
their doom?

Does any other play of Shake
speare’s rank with Hamlet? Does 
any of the world eurpass it in 
greatness of conception?

What would you offer as the 
chief reason for the Universal 
interest in Hamlet? How sum up 
the elements which give the play 
its rank in the dramatic and lit
erary world?

How is this play to be regarded 
in the light of modern science? 
Does it teach definite lessons 
ooncerning the relation of men 
end circumstances?

What is Hamlet’s predominant 
trait? Account for his vacillia* 
tton? What sort of education 
does Hamlet appear to have had?

We believe a rural credit bill, 
properly drawn, permitting long 
lime loans at a low rate of inter
est. will place a home within the 
reach of every tenant farmer and 
automatically eliminate many of 
the evils of farm tenancy, as well 
as help the home owner. We be
lieve that agriculture will receive 
more substantial benefit from in
creasing opportunity than in mul-; 
tiplying penalties. We think i t ' 
a greater legislative achievement 
to expand the area of opportunitv , 
than to increase the zone o f!
crime. It i.s an important func-; . j  u
tion of government to keep open j
and enlarge the avenues of choice,, exceptional company will be the 
but no effort should be made to attraction at Cozy Theater Jan- 
restrain freedom of judgment and uary 28, 29 and 30. 
action.

The farmers, like every other 
class of people, have the weak | Agents Wanted,
and incapable. There are some 
tenant farmers, who, if offered a

An Ordinance.
An ordinance making i’l» City 

Secretary of the City of Merkel 
ex-cffico Assessor and Collector of 
taxes and relieving the City Mar
shal of such duties on and after 
the 6th day of .May. 1915.

Be it ordained bv the City 
Council of the City of Merkel: 
Sec. 1. That on and after the 6th 
day of May, 1915, the City Secre-Remember the “ Gilson-Brad* 

field Stock Company with Miss ' tary of the City of Merkel, in ad
ditional to the other duties now 
required of him under the ordin
ances of said City, shall be ex-

$5 to S7 daily selling New Fibre
home" in' the'skies.' wouhi'prVfer^ »very woman will buy.
to rent so they could move once  ̂Sample by parcel post, 30 cents, 
a year, and no amount of con-| Wynne Broom Co., Elmira, N.Y. 
structive legislation- w ill benefit' ____
them. We do not favor restric
tive legislation that involves the 
entire structure of society in or
der to benefit the incompetent. 
Give the man who tries a chance 
and give it abundantly.

We invite the Texas Banker.«’ 
•A.ssociation to appoint a commit
tee to assist in /raming a bill that 
is sound commercially and one 
they can recommend the securi
ties to their customers. We have

Hay for Sale.
Baled oats and Johnson grass 

delived at 25o all over 20 bales; 
less than 20 delivered at 35o. T. 
D. Compton. 15t4pd

Light Plant on “ Kibosh."
The town of Merkel has been 

in the dark all of this week 
too many ’’still-born" laws on the and from all reports will likely 
statute books now and there is no ¡jj ouch state until Sun-

or Monday at which time repairsuse .'or the legislature to waste 
time creating securities which 
cannot be financed^
W. D. Lewis, President, Farm

ers’ Educational & Co-opera
tive Union of Texas.

Peter Radford, National Lecturer 
Farmers’ Educational & Co
operative Union of America.

are expected to arrive by express 
to replace parts broken in the 
power engine Monday night.

E le c t r i c

P lic a  C nreU  In  6  to  14 D a y s  
T a a r d n i H U I  w ill rH aod moaer II PAZO  
O O f T M R N T  la lli to carv aajr caac of Iteblaa. 
■Had. Blardta« or Protradla* Pilaa la 6U> 14 d a rt. 
Xha tra t a r -lication litc a  Kaaa aod aett. 50c.

B i t t e r s
8ncce«<l when everything ciac fails. 
In nervous prostration and female 
weaknesses they are the tapretne 
remedy, as thousands have testified.
FOR K IO N E Y ^IV E R A N O  

STOM ACH TR O U B LE
b  the best n s d ic in e  e ve r sold  

r v t r  a druggfst’a cooater.

About the Niohtln**ale.
It is said that few birds lend them

selves to captivity BO readily as the 
nightingale. To be sure, they should 
be confined In an aviary or a large 
outdoor cage. The story is told of 
one nightingale which never sang 
again after it went front Ita old owner 
to a new one.

Plano Tuning
For the next tnirty days I will 

tune pianos for $2.50 and guar
antee my work. Leave orders 
with E. D. Coats. L. A. Man- 
ghum, the blind man.

offico Assessor and Collector of 
taxes for said City and shall do 
and perform all duties in refer
ence to the assessing and collect
ing of taxes for said city as is 
now required by ordinance of the 
City Marshal of said City; and 
for such additional services as 
such assessor and collector of 
taxes the City Secretary shall re
ceive such compe/isation as the 
City Council may allow, in addi
tion to the compensation now 
allowed such officer; that from 
and after the 6th day of May, 1915, 
the City Marshal of the City of 
Merkel shall cease to be ex-officio 
assessor and collector of taxes 
for said City, and shall not there
fore be required tu perform any 
of the d ities relating to the as
sessing and collecting of taxes 
for said city, except as hereafter 
may be required of him by order 
of the City Council.

Sec. 2: That all ordinances,
orders and resolutions now in 
force in Cunfliul herewith be and 
the same is hereby reapealed 
from and after the taking efiect 
of this ordinance.

Passed this 4ch day of Januarv, 
1915. J. J. Stallings, Mayor.

Approved this 5th day of Jan 
uary, 1915 J. J. Stallings, Mayor.

Attest: F. J.Ferrier, City 8e^-
retary.

DR.KING’S IM K iW  D I S C O V E R Y  
-W il l  Suroly S lop Thai Coagli«

Real
Estate.

If you have land to sell give an ex
clusive contract on it to a proven system 
of selling dirt.

An exclusive contract justifies an agency 
to spend money to get buyers and protects 
the land man as well as yourself.

In listing your land under an exclusive 
contract it costs you absolutely nothing un
less a sale is made, and in event of a sale 
you will be williii^ to pay the commission.

In looking for purchasers for bonafide 
bargains, time is too precious to waste on 
any contract other than an exclusive one. 
If you have something you want to sell you 
can appreciate this fact and the best way to 
do business is to be positive and to the point.

List Your Land Now
Taylor county and all West Texas is 

the base of operations and any thing from 
a peanut patch to a pig pasture worth the 
money you ask for it will sell if the proper 
attention is given it.

Merkel Country Land Owners
Remember, exclusive land contracts 

only are what sells land. If you have a 
land bargain to let list it with Jackson 
for results.

MONEY TO LOAN ON CHOICE 
Farm Land

Jno. G. Jackson
Real Estate

Abilene and
Contracts Accepted at Werkel Mall Office 

By Homer L  Easterwood
ti

i ‘
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TELL YOUR FRIENDS
THOSE WHO READ EXTENSIVELY

The Dallas Semi-Weekly News
A N D

The Merkel Mail

BOTH ONE YEAR
0nly$1.40

This is for new subscribers to the News Only

To The Man IN
THE Country

The Star Telegram— Daily— Seven Copies a Week
Until December 1, 1Q15, and

The Merkel Mail to the Same Date

Both only $3.25

The Merkel Mail Printing

J

A.

\
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Engagement Extraordinary
COZY TH
3 BIG NIGHTS— J a n u a r y  2g , 29 a n d  30— 3 big n ig h t s

The Qilson=Bradfield Stock Company
With “ MISS ALICE DE LAMP’

14 - PEOPLE - 1 4
special Scenery 

for
Each Production

Positively the Greatest 
Repertoire of 

Plays
ever produced 

by a traveling
' Stock Company

O P EN IN G  PLAY
A  Dramatization of Myrtle Reed’s Most Famous Novel

“ Lavender and Old Lace”
A  Play That Appeals to A ll Classes

Seats on sale at ELITE CONFECTIONERY 
Special Reduced Prices

Overture 7:30—Curtain 8:00 Promptly

14 - PEOPLE - 14
The Highest-Class 

Stock Company 
En Tour

Change of Play 
EACH 

NIGHT

Matinee Saturday 
2:30 P.M.

A Mile Ahead of Any Other Show You Will Have This Season

OUR CORRESPONDENCE
Salt Branch.

The health of the community 
ie very good at this writing.

W. L. Barktr and family were 
▼iaiting relatives near Hawley 
Saturday and Sunday.

E. J. Barker and family have 
moved near Truby.

P. A. Stone and family have 
moved to Merkel.

Auetin Roberteon and wife at
tended the bedside of their sis
ter who was operated on Satur
day,

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Barker were 
in Abilene Sunday visiting Mr. 
and Mrs. Taylor.

Mr. and Mrs. Will Higgins 
were in Abilene Tuesday visiting 
Mr, and Mrs. Taylor and 
daughter.

There was no Sunday school 
here Sunday on account of not 
having any literature.

Blair
Rev. Farris filled bis regular 

appointment Sunday. Rev. 
Greene, missionary of the Sweet* 
water association was also pres
ent and made an interesting talk.

Rev Hubert E Bullock will 
preach at the school house Sun* 
day evening.

Miss Jessie Clark and sister, 
Mrs. Joe Brown, returned home 
Monday from Jones county, 
where they have been attending 
the bedside of Mrs. Rigor Clark, 
who has been very eiok hut is 
DOW reported better.

Jacob Reeves, Jr., has moved 
to Fisher county where he will 
farm during this year.

Mr. Stoneoiper has moved to 
Arkansas. Evidently it rains 
too much in West Texas for him.

Pulling cotton is the order of 
the day and there is but little of 
the fleecy etaple being picked.

levigoratlag to the Pale and Sickly
Th e  Old Stoadard v*a«rat atreaxtlicala* t «oaovK'S TAantutae chin tonic, dm*#«at
Malaria .«artchaa Iba blooe .aadbaltda apthc aya* 
Staa. A traa Iobk. f o t  adatta aad ebUdtae. M*

Shiloh
There was no Sunday School 

at Shiloh Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wheeler 

of Colorado City are visiting 
relatives and friends here.

Miss Edith Mayberry of Sim
mons College spent the week 
end with homefolks.

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Seago at* 
tended services at Noodle Suu* 
Sunday.

Dick Wheeler of Eastland 
spent Sunday with relatives in 
this community.

Floyd Grayson happened to a 
painful accident Saturday after
noon when he had a toe on his 
left foot broken. Dr. Armstrong 
of Merkel was called out to see 
him. Floyd was hobbling 
around on crutches Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Young and little! 
daughter, Annie, returned to 
their heme at Dallas Monday, 
after spending the past three 
months with Mr. and Mrs. .1. H. 
Grayson.

G. M. Sharp of Merkel is hav* 
ing some improvements made on 
his house at this place.

Mr. and Mrs. Will Walker of 
near Stith have moved to the 
bouse vacated by Mr. Shouse. 
We welcome them to our com* 
munity.

Mr. and .Mrs. Henry Wheeler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Wheeler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ulric Wheeler and 
families, Dick Wheeler and Mr. 
and Mrs. Beavers gathered at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Grayson late Sunday afternoon 
and enjoyed a song and prayer 
service. Henry Wheeler con* 
ducted the prayer service. Mrs. 
Chas. Seago played the organ. 
Wilner Grayson led the song 
service.

Don’t forget the Elite. Hot 
drinks. __________  |
Wnenever You Need a Clenersl Tocic | 

Take <irove’s .. |
Tlie Old Standard Grove’s Taateleas i 

chill Tonic ia equally valuable aa a i 
General Tonic because it contains the 
well known tonic propertiesof QUININA i 
and IKON. It acts on the Liver, Drives i 
oat Malaria, Enriches the Blood and 
Builds up the Whole System. 90 cents.

sO>

A Farmer 
without a 
Telephone
Tikis Long ChaDCM

The services of the Doc
tor or the Veterinarian 
are essential to the farm
er. Either may be sum
moned quickly over the 
telephone in case of acci
dent or sudden illness.

Have you a B E L L  
TELEPHONE connec
tion?

Ask our nearest Man
ager for information, ^or
write

«
THE SOUTHWESTERN 
TELE6RAPH k  
TELEPHONE COMPANY

UP-TO-DATE LAUNDKY WORK 
No matter how fine dcmestic launder
ing is done, jt will never compare with 
the perfet method that gives the linen 
done up here such an exquisite finish 
and beautiful color, that renders it ir
reproachable and just like new. Bring 
your shirts, collars and cuffs to us and 
we will guarantee satisfaction. 
SWEETWATER STEAM LAUNDRY 

M. B. BELL. Agent, Merkel. 
Phone No. 133

Goes to UatesYiite.
John Henry of Noodle left 

Monday night for Onteeville to 
visit his old home and relatives.

Mr. Henry moved to the 
Merkel country several years 
Hgo from Gatesville and is mak* 
ing his first return visit to that 
country.

LOST.—Open face gold watch 
between Stith and Hodges; fil* 
led ca«e, screw face and back, 
17 jewel adjusted, Elgin move
ment. Reward for return. E E. 
Dawson, Rt. 4 Merkel, Texas, 
three and one* half miles east of 
Stith. Itpd

Kodak prints 4 eants taoh 
at tlia Univtrsal Studio.

New Garage Proprietors.
The Merkel Garage on south 

front street was sold last week 
by the owners S. P. Foster and 
Son to Mes«ra,'Clayton Brown 
and H. G. Ir^in who took over 
the busin^B forthwith following 
the deal.

The new owners will continue 
the business at the same stand, 
opposite the depot, South front 
street. 2

Sherilf Dodson Here.
Sheriff J. T. Dodson to Merkel 

people seems to be about the 
busief't eht-riff Taylor county 
has had in sometime, at least his 
presence is noticed here to a 
greater extent.

His official duties called him 
here Tuesday morning to take 
charge of a young man under 
arrest for carrying concealed 
weapons. The boy in queetiuri 
was under investigation .Monday 
morning together with three 
companions in regard to a petty 
theft and while on his way to 
Justice of the Peace N D. Cobb’s 
offic3 tried to rid himself of a' 
set of brans knuckles and was 
caught in the ac’’. Had he not i 
been over anxioun to get rid of 
this implement of warfare no; 
doubt he would have escaped 
puniehmetii as did his companion . 
cotton picker.-». The arrest was j 
made by Constabl- Latiey.

Excellent for Stomach Troudle.
“ Chamberlain’s Tablets are just fine 

for stomsch trouble,’’ writes Mrs. G. 
C. Dunn, Arnold, Pa. “ I was bothered 
with this complsint for some time snd 
frequently hsd bilious attauks. Cham
berlain’s Tablets afforded me great re
lief from the first, ^nd since taking o n e  
bottle of them 1 feel like a diffeient 
person.”  Eor sale by all dealers, adv

BIG SURPRISE TO MANY
IN THIS TOWN

Local people are surprised at the 
QUICK results received from simple 
buckthorn bark, glycerine, etc., as 
mixed in Adler-i-ka, the German rem- 
e<ly which became famous by curing 
ap|M>.ndicitts. This simple remedy I 
draws off such a suprising amount of I 
old foul matter from the body that A ! 
SINGLE DOSE relieves sour stomach, 
gas on the stomach and constipation 
INSTANTLY. It Is the best remedy 
we have ever auld.

H. C. BURROUGHS, Druggist
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B rok en
Prom ises

‘‘Yes, I would like one 
of your pictures ever so 
much” —“ I haven’t any 
of myself at present to ex
change but expect to have 
some taken soon, and 
then I’ll remember you.”

Now be honest. To how 
many people have you 
told this old, old story? 
And how long ago were 
some of those promises 
made ?

Count them up careful
ly, then come in and get 
enough pictures to 
‘•square” yourself.

After keeping your 
friend-» waiting so long it 
might he advir-able to get 
sumetbing extra good.

We have it.

UNIVERSALSTUDIO
0. A. CORDELL, .Mgr.

MISS ROSE AINSWORTH 
with the Gilson-Bradfield Stock 

Co. at the Cozy Theatre 
Jan. 28-29-30

How To Give Quinine To Children.
F R B R II.IN R It th e  trade-m ark  nam e s te en  In an 
ImproTCtl Uuinine. I t  ia a Taatcicaa Syrup, pleaa- 
a n t to  lak e  and  dons no t d is tu rb  th e  atomach. 
C hltdren tak e  It and neTTT know  H la Quinine. , 
Also especially  adap ted  to  ad u lts  w ho Cannot j 
tak e  o rd inary  Q uinine. t>oes no t nanseaU  a c r  ; 
cause nervousnesB nor rin s in g  in Ike kesdl T*-,
It th e  s e a t  tim e yon need Q ninlae lo r any  M r- 
pose. Ask for ^on■ce orig ina l packsge. The 
sam e  FEBBIMNIt ia blow« in  bottler» cenu. '

ENJOY 
W IN T E R

Ptof. F ra n k la n d  demon
strates that COD LIVER OIL 
generates m ore body-heat 
than anything else.

NO ALCOHOL 
REFUSE SUM T lT UTt S .

Invigorating to the Pale and Sickly 
The Old Standard general atrengfkening tonic, 
t;RO VE’S TA STELESS chill TURlC.dnrau out 
M alana,rnriebet the Mood, bniMa op the ayMeoa 
A true T ook. For ad u h t aad  children. Me.
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