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PACE TWO

Over Hundred Present

For FFA Father and
{ Austin, Dee, 24 “Despite the fact
Son Banquet at Trent that America is at war, this Nation
as a whole should not forget the true

Approximately ong | ks . ew department | Christmas spirit of' happiness nn:l
ed the Fathe and Son b et held :' Vocational agriculture [rent | good will, but we can do that much
by the Trent Future Fa it the | high schoc i better if we are we 11 and T‘t"un;:." as-
high school gymnasiun ' I i speak of the evening | serts lh-.tur Geo. W. Cox, state

The program wa tstand was [ J. Thomas ‘..'A(\ s of John|health officer
that it included the w Tarleton Agricultural college, Stephen. | “Many people are prone to throw
ter for the whict . he tota! |y his subiect being “Muscles and lcaution to the wind and violate every
number of anima Br wpplied to  Vocational | principle of healthful living during
acres which would b g In O High Schools To-l{he Christmas season. As a result,
fnd hens f nd da their minds and bodies are unmerci-
the number of hog Entertainn | fully punished and sometimes irrepar-
tum gram 3 solos car ng out a west- able damage i1s done,” he said.
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Sincere Good
Wishes For

CHRISTMAS

And The

NEW YEAR

We at this time

to convev a ','.‘.'ufu;‘] message.

g, §F. 2%, ° 14 30 - 419 .
wouid [1Ke 1or our greeting

for merriest

Christmas you have ever experienced.

First, we want to wish you the

Then, we want to thank you for past patron-
age and ask to be given the opportunity of
serving you during the coming year

THE MERKEL MAIL

During Christmas

Illealtht'ul Living :
; I

Season Stressed

Woodrum Service
Station

Friday, December
— —.y _ ‘

of good health practice,” he asserted,| standpoint of patriotism alone every

‘and the maximum of pleasure Wwill| Texan owes it to his country to pro-

be gained by those individuals who| mote good health at Christmas time

practice precaution along these lines.”” | as he would at any other season of
Emphasizing the fact that it is the| the year.

duty of every individual to conserve ==Y

About 45 cents of each dollar spent

consumers for food goes to the
The remainder pays for pro-
and distribution,

his health and strength as well as that
of hig neighbor, to conserve and bol-| by
ster the health and manpower of our | farmer.
country, Doctor Cox said that from a| cessing

PR
erry Christm mas,

FIRST AID TREATMEN]

LEE-BAILEY DRUG

=

? s
LR AND

The Officers, Directors and Employees of The Farmers
and Merchants National Bank of Merkel . extend
sincere Christmas Greetings to you with best wishes
for good health, greater progress, and substantial pros-
in 1942,

yvears, our nation is at war. Let us all pledge our fullest

perity ‘or the first Christmas in over 20

co-operation and effort to preserve our blessings of free-

dom and liberty so that our children and their children

in years to come can continue to say “Merry Christmas.”

THE OLD RELIABLE

Farmers & Merchants National Bank

MERKEL, TEXAS

Butman, Sr. Booth Warren Bobbie Woodrum

H. C

West Geo. T. Moore James Kuykendall
W. S. J. Brown Don Warren Mildred Hamm
Dr. W. T. Sadler Horace Bor Theda Beech

1y
Mary Collix

“Remember Pearl Harbor”—Buy Defense Bonds, Now!

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INS. CORP.

| THE .

Max Mellinger

IN [IHH[STMAS

“greelfmgd | pl

\\cl\l/\/\l/\l/\l/\'/

SPARKLE -

|
I gy, l|\\

A WORLD AT WAR may yet find a
sparkle in Christmas! To the youngsters of
West Texas—and all America—this tradi
tion of light, and happiness, and cheer, an
good will toward men remains as a glowin.
reality. For that reason, believing there mur
always be a Christmas, we consider our jo
even more essential this year: Helping
keep alive the sparkle of the Christmas sp
through plenty of good light while a
serving our nation’s armed forces who :
fighting to preserve not Christianity alor.
but our old time Freedom and Democracy

as well.
0 West Texas Utilities
~ Gompayy
= : *

-
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PAGE THREE

HALL'S CHRISTMAS GIFT

(By Benny Kemper.)

Christmas Eve! Everything was inlvui(-.-,

place at Genevieve's house—the tree,
its trimmings, the two small stockings,
that were her small brother's—they
hung just over the fireplace, stuffed
to the top. She had said that this was
what she was going to have when
they were married.

“That star is turned down too
much,” she said, as she mounted the
ladder to straighten it.

“Wait, I'll fix it.”

But she had already gone.

“Look out, the ladder is falling!”

All too late was Hall's ery, for
the ladder toppled and Genevieve fe!l
into the burning Yule logs. She stayed
in the hospital for a week. But one
day she left, no one knew where. A
search for her was made, but no one
had seen a blonde-girl of twenty-two,
five feet and five inches tall. Hall
was almost mad.

Spring came. Hall was trying to
help his grandmother with her flower
garden, He was awakened from his
thoughts that morning by a call from
a boy.

“Telegram for Mr. Hall Stewart!”

“Here, boy.”

“Sign here, please.”

“Thank you, and here.” Hall hand-
ed him a quarter.

“Gee, thanks.”

Hall opened the telegram with
shaky hands. He prayed a little pray-
er as he read: “Mr. Hall Stewart,
Berryville, Texas. Have seen girl of
given description at city hospital.
Frances Clayton, Westdair, Calif,,
Box 250.”

Hall turned toward the house with
a new look upon his face. He went up
to his room without a word, packed
a small black bag and returned to the
lower floor to say “Grandmother, I am
to make a trip to California. Will be
back soon.”

Before the grandmother could say
anything, he was gone. He chartercd
a plane and flew there as fast as
the little ship could carry him. As he
traveled, he thought “California! How
did she get there, blind as she is? Will
she still love me? Will she come
home?”

These thoughts and many more rac-
ed over and over through his n i

At last he was saving over the

telephone, “Hello, Miss Clayton, this
is Hall Stewart. I came as soon as 1|
could.” {

“Please come over: then I will take
you over to the hospital.

Frances met him at the door before |
he could ring. She was a brunette.
about five feet, three inches, tall, and
looked about twenty with a pleasant |

“I see a nurse,

And soon another nurse was saying
to her patient: “A Mr. Stewart to see
you."”

“Hall!

The nurse slipped out.

“Genevieve!”

“How did you find me?"” she asked.

“What does that matter as long as
I have you? What made you run
away? Why, Honey, you look as if you
don’t like my coming.”

“No, I am glad you came. Can you
take me home? | want to go home so
much, although 1 am blind.”

“Sure, but I must go now, for the
nurse said only five minutes.”

“But you will come back soon, won't
you?”

‘Sure.”

He slipped out, closed the door. He
walked down the »rridor until he met
Miss Clayton.

“Tell me all about it.”

“She was found in the street two
days ago, starving. She was in such
a bad state that she had to be put to
bed.”

As Hall went to spend the night in
a hotel, Genevieve was making some
hurried decisions.

“Why had Hall come? Did he still
love her, was he just taking pity on
her blindness? How could she tell?
What could she do?”

Later that night she slipped out o:
bed into some clothes she found in the
closet, felt her way out into the night
air, called a taxi and drove to the
airport. There she paid for the fare
with what money she found in the
purse,

‘What was she to do? That must be

a plane about to take off.’ .
She asked a young lady who could
help her aboard. She got past the
pilot by saying that she would show
her ticket when she got where she
could sit down. Once aboard, she had
to stall until the plane took off. Then
she told them she would pay them
when she got to Thomasville, the next
town stop. When the plane arrived
there, she dashed into the crowd, She
wandered from there, getting a ride,
any way she could, until she got to
Texas, she knew not where. A brittle
snow was falling as she made her
way down a small street on the sec-
ond of November., Out of the darkness
came a voice that she loved to hear.

“Genevieve, Honey! I have gone
almost mad since you left. But that
doesn’t matter now."”

“Hall! Hall! I'm so glad I came
home. I was a fool to run away. For-
give me, won't you?”

Thl'y were in each other's arms.
Every one was looking, but that didn’t
matter,

“Come, we must go home—to our
home."”

They went to Hall’'s home. As Hall
opened the door Grandmother saw
them and almost fainted.

Hall found an eye specialist. Gene-
vidve was going to see.

On Christmas day the doctor re-
moved the bandages for her to see.
There in the room was a tree, loaded
to the branches with presents.

She ran to the tree, but Hall stop-
ped her. “Something else comes first.
Stand right here, for this man is go-
ing to marry us. I'm taking no more
chances.”

The U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture reports 10,420,000 persons em-
ployed in agriculture in the United
States on Nov. 1, nearly a half mil-
lion below the total for Nov. 1, 1940.
This represented a decline of 1,112,000
workers from the number on Oct. 1.

AFTER ALL THERE’S NOTHING LIKE

A Good Old-Fashioned Christmas

SO WITH OLD TIME SENTIMENT WE WISH FOR
YOU AND YOURS A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
We thank you for past favors and invite yvou to visit us

often and give us the opportunity of serving you.

HOMER NEWBY

BOB

McDONALD

THE MERKEL MAIL

A Most Welcome
Season!

* 4

chE R

What other season is greeted with such en-
thusiasm and such bouyant gaiety, that in-
spires such a fine spirit of love and unself-
ishness? It’s Christmas—the only time ac-
cepted so wholeheartedly by everyone,
young and old alike. Again we say wel-
come, Happy Yuletide Season and may
each of you enjoy. ..

A Merry Christmas
And A Happy New Year

WOOZY’S CAFE

a ,iam.’ I, ¥ %

—

We acknowledge the part you have had in the growth
and success of our business. Without the support of
our friends our business would be no pleasure at all.
So through this message we would like to convey the

: thought that we appreciate you and whole heartedly
thank you for your favors and kindness.

As we look to the New Year we resolve to serve you
in the same way that has merited your confidence in
the past.

May The New Year Hold In Store For You Lots Of Health, Wealth,
Happiness and Success in your Every Undertaking

YAL

N\

ELL CHEVROLET CO.

and All Employees

e

N
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LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS Golden Wedding Woman M. P. Arrives daughter, Celia Anita, left Tuseday| Mr. and Mrs. W. 8. Henirix and Jap Transports Sunk.
. O spend nristmas ) Mrs. | son, By I site mas : . . L g
r Ry . l b - D) Ramsey's parents, Mr. and Mrs. T.|and relatives at Goldthwaite Sunday Batavia, .‘\‘ l' L, x)e(' ‘!l't‘_aTh:::(
Joe Ea lLa " having ‘ E Sollock. at Rule Me and Mre Mestos Haivis ‘Sedl big Japanese transports and a tanker
pleted ground work at Kelly field, ha have been sunk west of Borneo by a
§ 4 $ a 4 | —— - y \ N ar 1 » o -
:le(-n. .1,; “. | ‘, , v I‘ ,,! ‘, “\:,' \, B Rev. A. A. | I Mrs. Ed Turner spent Monday in daughter, Lois, visited another daugh- “_\."t"ff'r,::;)":"‘*:}:::T;‘;;:::;ﬁ' :::‘ cor::lsuli\:-
('3:5‘,:1 ‘.‘7‘, AM“ ‘ A . lea v:»\ s .y irch in Merkel ar ts | Wichita Falls with her sister, Mrs.|ter, Mrs. J. B. Bunch, at lh-nwnwnmi_ 'h'»r;:\wl 'I:m::uhly night‘, vy
: e g Sa M > rot | T . - | W. S. Shaw, who is seriously ill. Mrs.|Sunday and were at the bedside of
SR his parents, Mr. and Mra, Earl|organizer. Mrs. Tucker's parents wi o 1 i : h al | J. B. Bunch, who is quite ill at Camp ———
Lassiter, going fr bere to ( bk Saadl s SIS - 2uan 4 | Shaw was n»mn\.ﬂ from the hospital ll{‘ A lll;l.* 1, »"'d‘- quite ¥
man last Friday. He was accompanied W nuo [4o hee hole Nonday. ““l_(. o '_m_‘fo_ L o Merchants Sales Books be¢, six for
by a friend, anotl adet, Eric Ky +} wtion sind ' \rria A . '7 57 - 4 Russia pays a regular allowance to 26¢ or 25 for $100. at Merkel Mail
of Detroit, Mich | o : b sl Mrs. V. B. Sublett, accompanied by b g ey sl it ie office
& - | moving fron Mulberry Canyon to Mer Mrs. George West and children, ar- nearly all its university students, .
Visitors here the latter part © 8 e t. Sev hildren wi ,k,"l 'm‘\.d from Corpus Christi the latter — - —
last week were H. T. Slayde: Vo the IO Ghd all are living. They part of last week to spend the holi
Clarksville, T father of the la . JERRNCRLNGTw lays here. They will be joined fo
W. S. Slayden, and Mrs. W. S. Slay | PR V. T e e Hﬂ”ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂf[ﬂ“ﬂs
B . whe ey viahing thet Hospital Notes. e P o nd
daughter and sister, Mrs. Elmer Ad L. B. English underwer M and Mrs. Rov Marshall Clark »L‘o,
eock, and Mr. Adcock \ . Dec. 18. A irrived Tuesday from Roswell, N. M., 'M‘__‘ L\
Monda Mrs. Sla n and two A i Mrs. Jack Bag spend Christmas with her .mm.i A\
left for Clarksville, Ter to take ti rn to Mr. and M | Duncan Briggs <
elder Slayden home and to spend the Dee, 22 % | £l 0
holidays the Arriving Sunday, Mrs. C. B. Over-
il - Mrs. Beatrice Rathbone, member ' ... ¢ Weatherford is a guest over
E. O. Cars she wus savieualy i Boston News Let May,| of Brngm's pariiament, has her ba_g-‘ the Christmas holidays in the home 13
Jured in a « W ' ' {, carried A ' W3- | BAge inspected as She, arrives In | .¢ her son and daughter-in-law, Mr., |
Sept. 23, is now a to be up town | PAP advertisems New Jersey. Her children have | . . . Byron Dingle. R85V N
B around with the aid of crutches been staying here for the duration | R
and it will not b g befor he can |with a very painful eyve troubls has ©f the war. | Sis Gamble, a nurse at Hendrick
return to his duties at the store | been confined to his home for severa e Memorial hospital, Abuene, is spend-
ETE & | davs. He came up town Tuesdav but ing the holidays with her parents, PORTOFFICE CAFE
Hubert Turner, wh s suffering remained only for a short while { PERSONALS Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Gamble, on a fuil A
. week's leave.,
— e ,, ~ e | Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Stockbridge Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Mashburn and
| went to Breckenridge Saturday night Mrs. Effie Rider left Wednesday for
after having been notified of the ser-| Corpus Christi to spend Christmas |

' b

1 . ‘N X ious illness of Mrs. Stockbridge’s | with their son and daughter, Mr. and ! ) A 1

£ |» ous illness of  Mrs, Stockbridge's | with their san and daughter, Mr, and| HEADLINES FOR CHRISTMAS
. i\ \ impe when they returned Sun-|Anita

P KT - | “Merry Christmas—
\\I““” A SIGN OF Happy New Year”

| Mr. and Mys. Har- .

RIS VIES

THOMPSON & RISINGER |aunte, Mrs. Ada Heeter and Mis

Everywhere about we see these words—it
is the favorite expression of the season.
Yet, what words sound merrier, cheerier
or have a truer ring? So, for Friends and
Patrons we repeat.

“MERRY CHRISTMAS,
HAPPY NEW YEAR”

' To Our Friends Everywhere T ATyt
“MERRY CHRISTMAN” wad W Mhers tv opnd Chcihass!

MAY THIS DAY, CHRISTMAS, 1941 BE  |/M™ F B surfuce, at Abilen

LONG REMEMBERED AS A DAY OF f L. KAy e e

‘A SYMBOL OF

T SRS oo Moutray Service

B weild feel that had not been grateful if we failed wristmas with her daughte . FOR A FRESHSTART O

y ' ' L

at ti me to express our thanks for . O iz STOP AT A HOTEL

st this time to express our thanks for your friendshi | | Station
AMERICAN HOTEL H. W. LEMENS

1
i

SMITH'S GROCERY e e e ‘,f ASSOCIATION |

2 spend the holidays with his parents,
Noodle Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Derstine.

k Claude Inez sanlianidie

( hlSre Rev. and Mrs. J. Basil Ramsey and|
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HERES YOUR
CHOICE READING
AT NEW 0¥ PRICES

GREETINGS
FRom{JS—ToYQU

T

Through special arrangements with the
magazine publishers we offer America’s |
1 Yl’., And h' finest farm and fiction magazines—in com- |

Magazine Listed a?ﬁ‘?f'fi‘:&ﬁ??%“%?pm Our entire personnel wishes you a very
e where over ong list of favorites | | . . . . .
sori Fom paice swown | @nd make YOUR selection today! 7 | jovous Christmas Day in which Merri-

|

. ALL F.‘!AGAZ!N’E:A;RE FOR ; = | , t d C t t t b d
) ONE Y 1 (] 81
8 o .. || THS NEWSPAPER, 1 YEAR, AND DL N Ve T
J £ S 12 FIVE FAMOUS MAGAZINES i
§ s p—r For both newspaper 5215 | Then, May the New Year challenge
] Christian Herald ———— 230 and magazines . . . . | A
ol T R T ! | i
et — | | you to renewed effort to meet life de
; D s o N BRRSSr_—in ERepm=—in B | ined to make th t of
o e s || fET I PEmame i B | termined to make the most of every
| Qg — 12 |} fiEmmteiis BRI |
Quiserreaiy ~— 138 || § S SRS B g & peax day.

GROUP B — SELECT 2 MAGAZINES

Bﬂdal Screen - - =-::;:o‘: luuh;. 1Yr. 8 Amer. th'Gm_,er. l
iy e e g v ﬁ Hunting & Fishing— & Mo. (| Open Roud (Boys) & Ma. [
8 et Successfal Farming 1 Yr. Nat'l. Livestock Prod..1Yr.
B e S 1o GROUP C — SELECT 1 MAGAZINE ! HAPPY NEW YEAR

Farm Journal . _1Yne Poultry Tribune .1 Yr.
Farmer 1 Yr, Amer. Poultry Jrnl__1Yr.
() Seu. Agriealturist __1Yr. Breeder's Gasette ___1Yr.

Please Allow 4 to § Weeks for First Magazines to Arrive
SEE US FOR ANY MAGAZINE NOT LISTED

g Comfort-Needlecraft _1 Yr. E Mother's Home Life_ 1 Yr.

COUPON -+ FILL OUT MAIL TODAY

Check magazines desired and enclose with coupon.
Gentlemen: 1 enclose §. ... T am enclosing the
offer desired with a year's subscription to your paper.

NAME
STREET OR RFYD.
POSTOFFICE

The Merkel Mail

“Your Home Town Newspaper/‘)
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Senate Leaders Seek
Aid for Small Business

Washington, Dec. 24.—Democratic
and republican leaders in the senale

joined Tuesday in a demand that
something be done at once to keep
small business and industry operat-

ing during the wartime emergency.

Majority Leafler Barkley, Kentucky,
said he feared that duplication of de-
fense and congressional action might
cause “conflusion ln the minds of
small businessmen as to where to g£o
for relief.”

Minority McNary, Oregon,
said it was necessary to do some-
thing to protect small business
early as possible.”

The discussion preceded senate ap~
proval of a $10,000 increase in funds

Leader

“as

for its special small business c¢om-
mittee headed by Senator Murray,
Montana, who said that it was a

“well known fact that small business

is rapidly being driven out of the
country.”
Senator Lucas, Illinois, suggested

that the best way of giving prompt
aid to small business would be man-
datory legislation requiring alloca-
tion of a small amount of steel, cop-
per, tin and other scarce metals to
small business.

The republican and democratic
leaders raised the question of dupli-
cation of efforts to aid small business
but Senator Murray insisted that the
small business committee was avoid-
ing this.

“This committee has been able
save several small business
prises,” Murray said. He explained
that in one recent case the senace
committee tried to obtain materials
for a small industry, employing from
60,000 to 75,000 persons, from OPM
but failed. The committee then con-
tacted Justice Department officials
and this brought enough materials

to
enter-

from OPM to avoid closing down the

industry.

Last Rites Held for
M. R. Holt Wednesday

M. R. Holt, retired farmer, aged 78,

died at 7 o'clock Tuesday night at
his home, 5 miles north of Merkel
on the Nugent road, after a brief
illness.

A native of Lavaca county, where
he was born on Aug. 28, 1863, he
had lived in the Merkel community
the past twenty years.

Funeral semvices were held at 3
¢'clock Wednesday afternoon from the
First Baptist church here, with Rev,
Houston Scott officiating, and inter-
ment followed in the Ros¢ Hill ceme-
tery, in charge of the Elliott Funeral
home, Abilene,

Surviving are his wife, three
daughters, Mrs. Jessie Young, Boerne;
Mrs. Bettie Vantreése, Abilene, and
Mrs. Louise Self, Houston; four sons,

Henry, Merkel; Ollie, Tuscola; Al-
bert, Crockett, and J. M., Brown-
wood; a sister, Mrs. Sallie Riley,
Hunter; three brothers, Frank, Idell;
Ben, Dallas, and Jim, of California; |
18 grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren.

Farmers do not need to get priori-
ties for ordinary small farm struc-
tures which do not use eritical mate-
rials. No priorities control is on lum-
ber, concrete, stone, brick, glass and
nials.

TELEPHONE THE
MAIL

The Mail will be glad to
receive news of entertainments
or visitors in Merkel homes,
as well as other news items of
a general nature. If you have
company, entertain friends or
return from a trip please tele-
phone 61 or 29.
®

May Health,

Wealth And

Happiness Be Yours

We all know the old adage

that reminds us that we

get out of life what we put into it. We are trusting that
.nanifold opportunities will be opened to each of you

during 1942 that life
ever before.

may

be richer and fuller than

WHITE & PALMER

“Your Magnolia Dealer”

WE CLOSE 1941 WITH GRATITUDE

We are grateful for the large volume of substantial

business written this year

AND THE CONFIDENCE OF FRIENDS.

This confidence is the result of our careful methods of
operation. They know our Insurance is safer for them.
The money, saved by our rates, has helped each family
all through the years they had our protection.

The increase in requests by mail for rates, and calls for
our salesmen, has resulted in more satisfied policy-

holders than for any previous year.

People know that

we do not disappoint, when our policy-contracts mature

from a death.

THE INCREASED MORTUARY FUND

(which is policy-holders’
any previous vear.
policy-holders, and is the
perienced management.

YOUR RESOLUTION FOR 1942
should call for a poﬁcy with us, if yvou do not have one;
an increase, if you have the smaller ones, that you may xnow
when protected by.

the satisfaction you feel,

[deal Security Life Insurance Co.

ANSON,

W. H. Littlefield, Sec.-Treas.
Pho. 3731 day, Res. 4421.

money) is greater
This assures greater safety to our
best evidence of

than for

safe, ex-

and

TEXAS

John Pruitt, Rep., Abilene
T. B. Lawrence, Anson

sv:nv WEEK from
THE NATION'S CAPITAL

1lp

'Iﬂl

EVENTS

on, D, C., the nation’s
center. News, features,

.
.
.
.
©
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.
.
.
.
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New ’\I(‘xw‘m anoy

President Franklin D. Rooseven'
has nominated George S. Messer-|
smith, ambassador to Cuba (shown
above) to be the new ambassador
to Mexico. Mr., Messersmith, al
“career diplomat,” will succeedi
Josephus Daniels, and will take up,
his new duties early next year when'
| the retirement of Mr. Daniels be-
comes effective.

dmd}’ QuoT"j

Sweet land of Liberty of thee | s

AAROE E

{ e
- >
=4
= -
- ’ -
4 HERESno g
3 : -
. place like #®
. )=
4 home. .
= -
S John Howard Payne P&
- =
. - - . '
t® Payne, actor and playwright, received P
- bis inspiration for “Home, Sweet >
. Home" from an old Sicilian melody :
By sung by a peasant woman while he was L
- traveling through Italy. He wrote the 3
bd song, and the eminent English com- L
DY poser, Sir Henry Bowley Bishop, pro- -
MY vided the harmony. =
- -

B /B BB\ BRI RS

To prevent warping of a wooden
ironing board, cover all sides of the
well dried board with phenolic resin
before covering it.

University of Texas regents have
accepted a $7,5600 grant from the
United States department of agri-
culture for home economics research
in the dehydration of perishable
foods. The research will be directed
by Dr. Jet C. Winters of the Uni-
versity faculty and by Dr. Louise
Stanley, chief home economist for
the U. S. department.

Productive

Hand Bills

Hand bills must be attrae-
tive and they must be well
printed to do their job the
best. You can depend on
The Merkel Mail printing
to be the best possible. Try
ug next time.

The Merkel Mail

Printers and Publishers

Best Wishes...

for a Christmas of
Good Cheer and
Good Health and
Prosperity Through-
out The Year.

A. J. CANON

FOR SALE

FOR SALE-—One bred sow; will be
second litter pigs. Vernon B. Simp-
gson, on A. T. Sheppard place. Mer-
kel, Texas,

FOR QAI E —(nmd 4-wheel trailer

cheap. Mrs. Selma Russell.
FOR SAL l' Plcnty of extra good
pigs: over a hundred to select from.

J. E.
p!il(‘t'

Touchstone or Joe Roach, on

TRA( T()R TIRE% for sale, new and
used; good stock 6.00-16 used tires.
White and Palmer.

FOR SALE-—See Lee-Bailey Drug
for General Electric refrigerators
and appliances.

FOR SALE—1939 4-door Plymouth
sedan; in good condition. H. L.
Wilson, Trent, Texas, Route 2.

ELECTRIC CABINET RADIO for
sale or trade for hogs or cattle.
Brooks Patterson.

FOR SALE—Coal heater. R. M. Fer-

guson.
FOR RENT

FOR RENT-—Furnished apartment.
Mrs. Joe Nalley.

FOR RENT-—-Three-room furnished
apartment, with private bath; also|
2-room fugnished house. Mrs. Bert
Melton.

FOR RENT-—Three rooms, furnish-

ed or unfurnished;
Mrs. Irl Walker.

also small house

FOR RENT-Nicely furnished bed-
room. Mrs. A. H. Thornton.

FOR RENT OR SALE-—Building
corner Elm and Edwards streets;
can give possession immediately,
building formerly occupied by Bar-
rov. Furniture Company. Write E.

. Neely, 4311 Hall St., Dallas. See |
f' M. McDonald for key.

LOST AND FOUND
Bdb\ s

LOST- white kid shoe, in

town Monday night. Return to Mer-

kel Mail.

Grandmother of Local
Woman Buried at Rule

Mrs. J. Basil Ramsey attended the

funeral Sunday afternoon of  her
mateinal grandmother, Mrs. John
Ham, which was conducted in the
first Baptist church at Rule, with

Rev. Mr. Powell in charge, assisted
by the Methodist pastor of that city.

She accompanied Mr. and Mrs.
Pinky Cypert, who also attended the
funeral, as Mrs. Ham was the grand-
mother of Mrs. O. D. Cypert, of Rule,
a cousin of Mrs. Ramsey and a sister-
in-law of Pmk) Cypert.

Apples occupy
warehouse space
each year than

more
in the

any

The a\'r:u;n person in this country
used nearly 25 pounds of cotton td(h
year from I’HS to 1939.

It takes 30 dozen eggs to make
10 pounds of dried eggs.

Washington became our capital in
1800.

Salt pork helps make green vege-
tables and whole grain cereals more
tasty.

rvfrn:c-ratrd |
United States |
other single item |

A Merry Christmas -
To All—
And To All

Happiness
And Success
Through The Year

We want to express
thanks to our friends for
past favors. We value your
friendship and strive at all
times to merit your patron-
age.

FERRIER'S SERVICE
STATION

i

?

WE NEVER
FORGET

Our friends and
customers at any
time of the year

. but at this Hap-
e Yuletide we
o €specially re-
« Mmember you

. With a

« MERRY

CHRISTMAS
And HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

D.A. LEE

Phone 60

mmmZ YU

BEST WISHES For

' HOLIDAY

Gratefully we acknowledge that through
your loyalty we have progressed during the
past year. So we have reserved our best wish
for vou, our customer and friend.

MAY GOOD THINGS
COME TO YOU
AT THIS CHRISTMAS
AND DURING 1942

Merkel Drug

the YULETIDE

The true spirit of Christmas stirs our hearts to a new

feeling of warmth for mankind, and challenges us to
face a New Year with determined effort to make a sue-
cess of each opportunity offered.

Happy New Year To You

THI

3 ' ™
HERRING & THOMPSON, Noodle

RED & WHlTF

A W. WOOD, Trent
E. BRADLEY MERC. €O, Stith

""\‘7 Tk

&g

F

4

»
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QUEEN THEATRE |2 o 2y

“International
| r;‘\i \t‘. W,

No. 4, with

selected

Friday-Saturday
Squadron,” guaranteed
“King of Texas Rangers,”
Slingin’ Sammy Baugh,
shorts.

Saturday preview, Sunday matlinee

A
|

|

. L = 1 A P e e e s S, . 5 S -
went, | Helen Vir Cathern
smash | Anders, Grant Mitchell,
CASOL ag “The 1\.\!.-5 Willie Best, the colored comedian
at and the Canary,” Paramount's| -_—
new laugh special, “Nothing But The | “Sailors on Leave.”
| Truth,” is to be shown at the Q‘~1“""i “Sailors On Leave,” a gay, enter
theatre Saturday preview, Sunday |taining film dealing with the gallant
matinee and Monday night {boys in Uncle Sam’'s sea forces is
For comedy, Bob Hope is just about | booked for New Year's Eve preview
the hottest thing on the screen right at the Queen theatre

I now

y
o

and movie fans don't seem to get |
ugh

f him, despite the fact that|have the romantic leads in this

William Lundigan and Shirley Ross|
new |

!
¢ Doucet, Glenn | (“Chuck™) i
Rose Hobart |to women. His two navy pals,

s allergi
played
by Cliff Nazarro and Chick Chandler,
trump up a gag letter supposedly
written him by an attorney notifying
him that he will inherit twenty-five
thousand dollars provided he marries

Stephens, who

'lwfurv his twenty-seventh birthday.

All the gobs on Chuck's boat have
notes which they have taken for
money they lent Chuck when he got
into a jam in Manila, and all are de-

i | termined that Chuck marry before his

‘iunl.‘:.‘.\ g0 that there will be money
forthcoming for them to collect what
he owes tiiem.

inheritance letter, on the other hand,
are equally determined to keep Chuck
out of matrimony, for if he marries,
their hoax will be exposed and the
entire navy will wreak for vengeance
on their heads.

From this merry piot premise the
story dewelops, unfolding a rapid sue-
cession of laughs, not to mention some

His two pals, who framed the false -

new songs which promise to be
ceptionally tuneful as sung by
publie’s tenor, Bill Shirley.

Friday, December 26, 1941.

(& &

Re-

THi ONLY wWON
CONTAINING

—

———

M“nda\ n L'!‘I -‘.\'“”\_‘..‘ But the he's beer making numerous appear- ‘.»”,\-\f_\_ which is gener uv.‘]_\ ,;v]”\},\h-
Truth,” with Bob Hope and Paulette | a0 The important—and the “""‘;“Hh music, and the supporting cast
Goddard: Sports short, Paramount! drous s that .H pe can Keep|includes such names as Chick Chand-
News. on topping previous side-splitting per-|ler, Cliff Nabarro, Tom Kennedy, Mae |
Tuesday only Scattergood Meels | form: o see beautiful saucy | Clarke, Mary Ainslee, Ruth Donne 11},’
Broadwav.” with Guy Kibbee: “Cap-|Paulette Goddard teamed with him is|Bill Shirley and Jane Kean.
tain Marvel” No. 8. selected shorts an extra treat for film fans. | The story deals with the aaventures
“q»c!' ¢esday New Year's F In “Nothir K I: 1t The I'ruth” H e ‘\!.ll misadventures l-f one Charles
view Sa n  Leave wolected | comes to us fresh from his r‘;.u':nu)sl
shorts A nt S a Kk ‘Caught 1) . e
Wednesday-Thursda Jane Witl tt D e ' \‘:i
ers in “Small Town D« sefect H 'S gags a A - & antt | )
shorts ! 1 per a ank dr \-l : $ :
. n A N \\’ » . ’ .
“International Squadron.” ' A a 3 RIS 5 Ry 2~
i \ug <itu . : ;
lhe Queen theat xt featu ' .. '@ p i
scheduled t Pe ! the new . -
Warner Bros ture Internationa' ”1'" r i Arance w '[ l:.\ |
Squadron,” starring Ronald Reagan, | #10P¢ “No g | ] 417 ith” | 4 — !
with a featured supporting ast that ""“‘"r' third tume .”‘\""""':. . ‘ 2N / ' , ¢/ |
includes  ( m pe Branda, W am | SLarre gether. The f > tw ”'“:" Z ‘r(\’t“lab@. |
Lundigan, Joan Perry and Reginald |Were ~“lhe Cat and The Canary “t"'j{ 2NN 9 P
Denny ‘The Ghost Breakers.” In those two | 1941 “Q =
“ln-ln rnat 1l Squadron” tells the Pictures, you undoubtedly will Y"'-"!"-‘ Lo
story of a daredevil Yankee pilot who | they Pr ved themselves a smooth-work-
_;um; up with the all-nations unit of |I"® comedy team, perfectly suited for
the R A. F. This is the colorful each <\thr.'"~ ~t_\'j~ of ~‘w‘ﬂ‘.wf}.
squadron whose heroic exploits have Adding lustre to the already bright . “ !
thrilled and amazed the world. Made |¥'8"S for grand entertainment, is the .\[lSSlE S l' LORAAL |
up of fliers from Poland, Czechoslava- "‘f“? f‘.'f‘t"‘r"‘i R “Nothing but the QH()P !
kia, Norway, France, North and South Truth.” Just feast your eyes on this " - " o |
Awasiey and the British deminions. |1t Edward Arnold, Lief Erickson, “Flowers for All Occasions ,
it is the most tru nternational fight- '
ing group t vorld has ever knowt
The Yankee flier . ip with then
after taxiing ar A1 r ! o bt
Londor night f a Londor F 7
ruid makes b decde 1o Stay, bt rom All of Us to All of You
takes mu nger for him to learn & -
the true n i g ne g ip sp
of the Internat al Squadror Whe
he doe & 6
in herois
Audier A |
ternatior Squa n Hollywood
hav \ Reag s performance as
.‘A_'"<'| i
T4 " |
'n
}
“No e B he 1
et This wish is old .\l_\il'

YOLETIDE
GREETIIGS -

TOALL..

-

“_
". M. PRESLEY

Abilene, Texas

3
¢ Christmas
e84 -5
FOX REPAIR

SHOP

But it has the old smile—

The meaning so friendly and
lrue

It’s full of good cheer.

it's warm and sincere,

So—just the old

MERRY CHRISTMAS to you!

PATTON’S

FRONT STREET GROCERY

| II
|

|

'
P
s !
F
!
¢ |

In our most
B

pression of our feelings at this time.

efficient manner.

WEST GOMPANY

“Your Friends for 50 Years”

GREETINGS
FOR THE

NEW YEAR

Our words seem so inadequate for the true ex-

WE REALLY APPRECIATE OUR FRIENDS
AND REALIZE OUR DEBT OF
GRATITUDE TO THEM!

! In service to our community and to each of yvou
as individuals seems the only way we repay in a
small way. Call on us at any time during the New

Year 1942,and you will find us ready to help you

LEE-BAILEY DRUG

We celebrate now the birth of
one who gave us the Sermon on
the Mount, the keystone of whose
arch was the injunction “Love

ye one another.” Upen thia firm
foundation all human friendship
is built.

We have been proud to count
you among our loyal friends for
many years, and now renew our
pledge of friendship. We also
take thig opportunity to extend
to you all good wishes for a joy-
ful Christmas and holiday sea-

g
L e f
4 »

v

S
g

T

£

ot

We would like so much to have a part in making your Christmas brighter and happier. The
good things of life are the beauties of nature around us and the golden opportunities for serv-
ing others. If we can, in a small way, help you to realize this and forget the cares of everyday
life, then we would know we had added something to your store of Christmas joys.

We are grateful for your friendship and what it has meant to us personally.
We thank vou for your patronage and extend an invitation to visit us and give us the

pleasure of serving you.

HIGGINBOTHAM-BARTLETT GO0,

MERKEL, TEXAS
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Friday, December 26, 1941. (AR K ‘\IALRKFLV\IA_IAI
President Sends Annual Call for lnventory , b

Message to Boy Scouts Cards from Owners

Trucks and Busses

Austin, Dec. 24.—Whether they
realize it or not, thousands of Tex.
ans are hindering the war depart-
ment’s national defense efforts, State
Police Director Homer Garrison de-
lared today.

The Highway Traffic Advisory
committee to the war department, of
which Garrison is Texas chairman,
sent inventory cards to all owners of |
trucks and busses in Texas several |
% |months ago. The survey was designed
to provide the war department with
complete information on the availabil-
ity of vehicles which might be used mi
% |transport troops, materials undl
s Iv\';u'uw\' in case of need.

In his annual Christmas message
to the Boy Scouts of America of which
he is honorary president, and in which
he himself was active for more than
seventeen years, Fresident Roosevelt
paid high tribute to the Boy Scouts,
expressing “the appreciation of the
Nation for the contribution which
Scouts and Scouting make to our ma-
tional strength and morale by help-
ing to keep alive the manly virtues of
truthfulness, loyvalty, courage ana
helpfulness.”

”

R S

HELLO! |

May 1 Be This ‘
Informal? .....

The president’s greetings to the
nation’s 1,470,316 Scouts, Cubs and
their leaders follows:

“The White House,
“Washington, D. C.
“To the Boy Scouts of America:

“Once again | send sincerest Christ-
mas greetings to the Boy Scouts of
America; bespeaking also the ap-
preciation of' the Nation for the con-
tribution which Scouts and Scout-
ing make to our strength and morale
by helping to keep alive the manly
virtues of truthfulness, loyalty, cour-
age and helpfulness. Now, as always,
the Nation needs citizens who are
pledged to keep themselves physical-
ly fit, mentally alert and morally
straight,

“(signed) FRANKLIN D.

ROOSEVELT.”

“The owners of about ltm_(nml
vehicles still have not filled out and!
returned these cards,” Garrison said
today. “Texas, which has the highest |
ratio of men in the armed services, |
is lagging far behind other states in|
the simple matter of a truck and bus|
survey. If our young men are willing
to offu their lives for their country,
surely the truck and bus owners should
be willing to say whether they will
agree to lend or lease their vehicles
to the government.”

The cards should be returned to
e the War Department, 1222 West
xp . With the first news of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor came |  "M¢rce, San Antonio. Any owner

The oil industry buys each year| gne ypofficial report of the sinking of the U. S. battleship West Virginia, |*"° has not receved his card should
divectly from agriculture lard oil,| whieh is shown above. The West Virginia, carrying eight 16-inch guns, |*" ' that address and ask for one.

stearine made from cattle and horses, | wag completed in 1923, and its normal complement was 1,4
castor oil from the castor plant, neats-| pran ag &e fleet flagship. ’ ASS ofioers m: Advertise in The Merkel Mail.
foot oil from horns and hooves, milk,

fibrebread, hairfelt, leather, cotton i —— ‘

fabrics, wood products and many oth- 1 Free air, now available at almost |
er supplies. Trent to Open_ N.atlonal every service station, was a luxury in
e ————————— Defense Tralnlng Shop 1907; higher-priced cars had spare

As I would if we met, and wish
you “Merry Christmas, Hap-
py New Year.” And I want to
add that I hope this is the best
Christmas that you have ever
had.

[ do appreciate the confidence

you have placed in me and the

opportunity you have given

me to serve you. You may be

sure that I will do all in my

power to merit your confi-
dence.

air tanks, and jallopy owners pump-

I Look Forward To Serving

Trent, Dec. 24.——'1‘_1—«'nt high school ed. ~
‘ has secured a national defense train- e You Often Dul’ing 1942
ing center and a building now under Birds have the quickest eyes, be-
‘\ construction that will accommodate | ing able to change their focus faster
“_ from 25 to 50 boys. The building will | than any other creature.
e — * be completed and all equipment install- | —
ed by the first of January, 1942, The L A DUDLEY
, Jrenm courses will start on the same day. ]
And’ “x \el) This type of training is for the o ®
. y Faay purpose of reparing those ho - . .
Happy Year O B T el f,‘“‘j,l Commissioner, Precinct 2.
I)Ul'ing. 1942 machinery, in selecting mechanics us
a trade and preparing for defense
\ jobs, —— .
J. .'\. (,‘[\Ml)Bl‘:LL There will be two cCourses tﬂllL’h!
S L2 St ti()n in this center. They will include a-1 - T 7 S e A
ervice a which is auto-mechanics, gas engines
and dicsel engines, and a-2 which is
hot metal work, which includes electrie
welding, There have been about thirty
boys enrolled for the class. Joe l'.uu-r-' ¢ A V - VO e ”
son, local mechanic of Trent, has been ’ shes
selected as instructor. Petty S Barber - LT s——
Brazil was once called “Terra de ShoD A chrlstmas W'Sh
S;ln}tt('x'u —_-luml uf the Hnl\ Cross,
| Just Fo 3
To vou our loyal friend and patron we send greetings.
You have stood by us so graciously in the past we would
B0 sinb bl prosiing, 48 OOdb 5 7e feel we had failed miserably if we did not take advan-
ith the rdded fevor of : . - » ayv . 1
T S dboi: tage of this opportunity of thanking you. May Happi-
I8 ia our sinceve wish that ness and Success be vours during Christmas and the
each member of your family
will enjoy the wost beautiful N(_‘\V Y(‘le
1 and happiest Christmas ever !
And may we add a word
¢ of thanks for your much
;{. v the year. . "
by ' CL.YDE BARTLETT M. A. PERKINS
ROBBIE
and
MAURINE :
e —

v “~:<z§. -

GREETINGS

ALL OUR FRIENDS
EVERYWHERE

As the yule log burns and chsts
its friendly glow, may it warm

your heart to a feeling of happi-

ness, peace and contentment
that will last through each day
of the New Year,

We'd like to say heaps more
than just “thank you,” and
‘ heaps more than just “Happy

New Year,” because vour kind- BP:ST OF EVERYTHING

1wess has meant so much to us

/in 1941. FOR OUR FRIENDLY

WE ARE WISHING THE

We feel you are due our very best wishes for this
holiday season and the New Year. It is with all
sincerity we greet you and wish for you the
very best of everything during Christmas and

the New Year.
We'll say it during 1942, not

Jwith mere words, but with more
value and more service written
into every transaction.

‘PATRONS DURING THE

ENTIRE YEAR. A JOYOUS “MERRY CHRISTMAS”

A BOUNTEOUS “NEW YEAR”

SADLER CLINIC

So at this time we simply
say thank you, and Happy New
Year!

| ADCOCK'’S
' i Dry Cleaners

MERKEL MOTOR CO.

Owen Robertson
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|
“ et | g6 9 | lights.
| re
: o . “Come to the Manger™ | ™" - . = ¢ the program was in
- 1 . : ool .
Y Red Cross Call to Service| = Presented Sunday at fouree of e sy Reg & bl
» d . Ramsey, with Miss liele € As
| Presbyterian church| 77
i “Come to the -‘lilHL’l'l..' a ('}111>t-| l-'n;:lzm:l imports fish and other
. [mas story and song service with | seca food to a value of nearly $50,000
s o s | scenes and characters, was impres-|annually. Most of it is tinned salmon,
STUDIO | ARTY Ame! an beauty OS¢ corsage fol sively presented b hildre from th = —a—— —————

The ar 4l Yule party f{ mem- | Mrs. Surface 1 boutonniere for ! »‘. v] (.Jn“ Musoggse Hor o | e : -ule, sh
bers of the piano and voice classes of | Mr. Surface, gifts of the Robinsons Y,',“"\ IJRIFISH churches “f_ Merkel anc Several families, as a rule, 8 ‘.“’e
Cl r 1.» \“( ins \\‘ »‘.'v. d in her home : 4;»1. S ‘v " '. ¢ C :vr \‘ Pres- | Tye, supported by a choir, mostly of | u .ommunal kitchen in large Russian

“l{:\, il = D 18 \ pll e ag Pt oot . \‘* b : yvoung people, at Grace Presbyterian| .ities.

;): riday eve B, De min dr \;~ ¢ r‘\i‘ “~ ! iene A very ' | church Sunday evening.

re white tree augmented a COIC el n ¢ vhere nhe S a fre-|
scheme i ¢d and wnit f nter nt Vis Ana | i speaner, ; ' \\'Ith (;ily \"‘l\.t as l"!‘illh‘r. th“ -‘t‘ll)"
taining S \ seated program|and Mrs. Surface are the parents o1 of the birth of the Savior was beau-
seaturing . n e Vas | W v ' D ! E “*"' e H \‘ tifully enacted by the following char-|
given by va 1S members { ‘x ( n a «‘ Y. ‘v" \‘ r' 4 l\ ) And \\'.{ \ acters: A\ln'lrv\ﬂ l'lill\’ [)ll'l]“.\ . .l'"‘,','..
after which a refreshment g R= | 80} . S SRR - NSETEENAN axa Billy Campbell; Voice, Nan Bible; l
taining Christma Ams, snowbd a A Mrs. R nse The s Angel, Nan Bible; Inn Keeper, Don
candy bells a favors for each g ‘ n e vife were A e he . Dudley; First Shepherd, Jo Anna
of pott DIE anks wa erved he anniversary dinne plan Ramsey: Second Shepherd, Jusie Tow-
by Miss ( M N S X ring the he land, Tve; Third Shepherd, Estellar
man ( ns " ' | Towland, Tye; Fourth Shepherd,|

Mer f the - are \t I 3 e I ""\'Y"‘-‘- guests \"‘T Juanita Askins, Tye; the Three Wise
Pegy Rob rtson Maure ' 1 ~ n"~ : 1 W ‘ .u: [ Men, Irene Mauldin, Inez Askins,

B“l'h'," Bryant, Fre ida Nell H “\ T \bilene and Kennet | Bonnie Dumis, all of Tye; Inn Boy,
ston, Helen Heeter, Thelma Mathews.| ¥ arver, of Salem, Va., gre Neander Wozencraft.
Betty LLu Higg X A A Mrs. S i LN i Ser I - .
Mathews, Ma Hu s. Patsy Ha Simn S ivers The singers were seated behind cur-
Cax. Jeanctte Nef Ma Jo Brown, Sl = | tains which closed off the choir sec-
Gwendolyn Renf: ] I wba HRISTMAS PROGRAM BY | tion and altar, and the several scenes
Charlsye Sm s Tana Jeat PUPILS OF SPEECH | depicted in the story were presented
Rutledge, Cliff: : o Bad ats: | STUDIO Ifrnm a stage in the glow of soft
Pomroy, Mary Faye Johns In o ¢ s h pupils from the Merkel | = - — — - m— - S—
Rulh Shouss Ju Na Norma Caroline Couch B“z,: .L\.!“ i
Jean Hodgs Joy Nalle caroiyn|ed ends 1 program Friday after- .
Teaff, Maroly leaff Bebe Patter- | noon at 4 ‘clock at the Girl Scout | I
son, Bobbie Fortune Beat W er, | b} 18¢ ‘ i
(‘;ll‘Y na Scott, Vada Camj Juanice The program included Welcome,” : mﬂk'@o‘a &1\["/
Swinne Freeman, Pegg rolyr Marolyn Teaff; “Her| | Y
Titsworth, Wanda Kegar Joht | First Dar and “Christmas,” Beth ; F €h .,h“
Wheel Pat s Beas v Mrs mas St \ i s }‘.'\ tion,” i ” " e “meﬁ,'
:mnl Friead; H by Jo \ : “\1_&“ :; | uk Unce a Clear
Renf 1 Kega W > ta K S¢ S First,” a |
Wayne McLean, Wayne H A alogue, Jerry a Denta Marie | ‘
P A St YO UR RED 'R
Hods | Key Case and B ROSS NEEDS YOU ! hrist
Allen How mmy Wade ; “Dolly Has the Flu” a ALY ristmas
Mack Spr alog Marolyn and Carolyn Teaff: | e ; : ¥ 2 :
e In 1t Heart of a Seed.,” Marily : - | N—

3 K ; HUNT Lile S g 1 ' Pa ™ The dramatic poster by James Montgomery Flagg is the first |
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| Here Is Our Message For Our
——0 Friends At Christmas

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE PRIVILEGE WE
HAVE HAD OF SERVING YOU DURING 1941

delphia and a Brooklyn. !

“Captain Marvel” No. 8 — Selected Shorts .

NEW YEAR’S EVE PREVUE—11:15

(WEDNESDAY NIGHT ONLY)
Souvenirs and Favors for All
WILLIAM LUNDIGAN -:- SHIRLEY ROSS

“Sailors on Leave”

Subjects

We look forward with optimism for a wonderful year
filled with success for all our friends and customers.

REST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

BEECH'S LAUNDRY
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