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spent two educational days in Austin, tourine the University of Texas libraries as
well as public school libraries are, from | ft, Billv Jueck:
ensio, Donna Phillips, Pat Moore and Lar -y Riney. The:
librarian, Mrs. Ruth Windsor. (Staff Pho o)

m, Vieki Biera, Beity As-

v were accompanied by school

SENIOR LIBRARIAKS STILL TALK
ABOUT ‘EXCITING’ RUSTIN TRIP

Six Merke! High School seniors  tie.” frem Vieki's viewnein

recently spert an exciting and Donna really ¢ ted Luci
educatioral twe davs in Austin Jehnson Nugent's home to bo
Iibrarian Betty  Asencio. Vieki ) Tor v prett ' Re'tyv ¢
Riora Rillv }r‘ Daé AT re r dalle 1l - ATall T
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whole city from on tep of Mt.

Bonnell.” Nineteen farmers and ranchers
“Courting those 98 steps to the in Taylor Co tw Call
top of the mountain was fun, teo,”” han County, and three in Jones
said l.‘; Iy Cowr tha vorl {1 by the
“And part of the fun was be- Abilene Wor Unit of the Soil
cause it wes pitech dark night,”” Conservation Service have com-

pleted Great Plains Conservation
Program contracts on their farms
and ranches, according to Mickey

langhed Bill

“It wes mr faverite place,”
concluded Beity

“Ancther beauntiful view was Black. Their contracts expire De-
from the ton cf the University ember 31 1969. These farmers
tower — 30 floors high,” remind- and ranchers are: H, N. Davis,
ed Lanry. W. G. Pritchett and James F

“The capitol lecked so close  Dominy, Nan S. Gullahorn, W. B.
and almost the whele town was Decker, Jimmy Parlin, Robert
below us,” Billy acdded Stephan, A. G, Stephan, Brady

“That capitol was just fantas- Cox, J. C. Jacobs, Frank Harrel,l

r

Greetings From the Burlesons

Ruth and I are pleased to be asked to join with the
other officials in extending Christmas Greetings
and Best Wishes to the many fine people in the
Merkel area, by way of The Merkel Mail. We hope
your Holiday Season will be a Joyous one and that
the New Year will bring Happiness and prosperity
for all. Sincerely.

OMAR AND RUTH BURLESON

any before,” she added, “and they
weren't as bad as 1 expected —

cveent the dirty one
Most of the group agreed, how-
( t the t + iam around
f n"
k: 1 me v Doir (
i o ;
:
) | ) §
{
11 o'
m ™m
h y ’
| ]

Hohertz, Geerg ‘
Bell and Frank Fite, Loy Jackson
Bert Helm and E, B. Yeatts of
Taylor County, Darreil Xnight a

V. H. Shoultz of Callahan Count;

Donald Strole, C. F. Hill and Ge:

eva H. Cunningham of Jones
County, states Black.

Minter Franl

Since the Great Plains program
started in 1958, 166 farmers and
ranchers. working with the Abis
lene Work Unit of the SCS, have
participated in the pregram, This
covers 110,735 acres ot land. Of
this number, 85 for 61,004 acres
have completed a Great
Plains Contract on their farms
and ranches.

The Great Plains Conservation
Program is a voluntary one. Its
core is a complete soil and water
conservation plan based on soil,
plant conditions, the available wa-
ter supply and the problems and
necds of the farmer or rancher.
A farmer or rancher can get cost-
share assistance to apply a com-
plete soil and water conservation
plan at a stepped - up pace. This
gives him the best drought de-
fense that science and farmer-
rancher experience have beemn
able to work out, according to
Black.
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Christmas Home
Lichting Contest

¥Yre AT
L Innore '3]”'"‘
¥ ad. N y L MAARIVRE
) ‘ \‘l‘ ] T
1109 So. 9t fiy 2
e n the Merke
) | e Light con

Winning second place was Mike
Steck, 609 Cherry, and Mr. and
S Jore Kent Street,
Othor entronts hesides the first
three winners named, are W. R.
Cypert, 409 Oak: Fred Starbuck,
611 Oak: David Gamble, 701 Oak;
Horace Hargrove, 712 Locust : Bud-
dy Smith, 704 Locust, and Junior
Clark, 1010 Locust
Also W. G. Reed, 805 Ash: Pat
'ypert, 807 Ash: Laverne Moore,
1406 Supsct: Horace Boney, 1412
Herring, Edith Kennedy 504 Yuc-
ca, anc Ed Read, Rt. 2
“All homes entered are heauti-
i and in keeping

-

fully decorate
with the Christmas theme.” said
C-C president, Ray Wilson, “And
while riding around during the
pre . Christmas and Christmas

holidays. be sure to see

TnIem
NOTICx

a 2854

T TN — ——

y {5 (IT" S are ¢ the ‘\E =
nie building on Edwards Street
Tust scuth of Hicks Auto Supply

was epened Monday and will be
open all day Tuesday for people
who need to get clothing and toys

Contributions
Christine Collins 10.00
Mrs. Mabel Easterwood .... 5.00
Mr, and Mrs. James
T. Russell 10.00
Mr. and Mrs. Charles
L.. Russell ; 10.00
Carson Super Market .... 25.00
West Texas Utilities Co, 10.00
Rev. N. S. Daniel .......... 8.00
Mrs. George Moore .. 10.00

Farmers and Merchants
National Bank Employes 19.00
Ted and Hazel Pargament .. 10,00
Merkel Duplicate
Bridge Club ............ 25.00
Methodist Key Sunday

School Class @ 15.00
Collection Jar at F&M Bank 1218
TOPAL ..o b ianssoniss NS

Previously Acknowledged $166.00

$345.18
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OPERATION MOTORCIDE
CHRISTMAS 1969

MIDNIGHT
-  DEC. 28

The Texas Department of Public Safety estimates that 54 persons will be killed in traffic acei-
dents during the Christmas holiday period from 6 p.m, Wednesday, December 24 to

Sunday, December 28. DPS officials are joining with the Governor’s highway safety program in
urging Texans to “Drive Friendly” during the holidays and stay alive for the seventies.

Merkel Men

Special Yule Message
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WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS — And that
is the Christmas message coming this year from the
three pretty winners in the Miss Merry Christmas
contest sponsored by the Merkel Chamber of Com-
merce. They are, from left, Cindy Wiley, hi#h school;
Debbie Fincher, elementary, and Jan Melton, primary.
(Staff Photo)
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help to make ! aason bright,
but son : wald be
taken s Ad Check all

f ed wires and shert

] home . renaired

electrical

equil A few bulbs con go &

long way toward brightening the

season and save electrical circuits
unwanted strain

Christmas presents are a great
way to share the holiday joy, but
loose wrappings and paper can
become a real fire hazard, wams
the fire chief. Christmas morn-
ing confusion can have the house
in an uproar and a lighted match
or cigarette that is carelessly
dropped in the wrappings can
have the house in flames. If you
are a memento colulector, store
these “‘goodies” in a safe place.

Meanwhile from Austin the Tex-
as Safety Association says Texans
at Christmas can at least double
their chances for survival and a
happy holiday by not riding in
the car with a drunk driver or
not being a drunk driver or
walker themselves.

Records show that a driver is
25 times more apt to crash when
he is drunk,

Drinking drivers will easily
cause half of the holiday smash-
ups fatalities and injuries a pre-
dicted by national studies.

Furtherome one cut of two pe-
destrins killed by autos will be
drunk, no matter if the fatal driv-
er is sober.

il s el




Fisabled Vets
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Mail will continue

press the
f this poper
to run letters
to the editor as !leng as same are

not liable, in goed taste, and they

sianed

must be

We wish our friends
and pairons a very merry

Christmas...may your holidays

ring with good cheer and plenty!

May your holidays
be all you hope for!

from all the folks at
WILSON'S FOOD STORE Clyde Wurst
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VISIT OUR

MOBILE FACILITY
MERKEL

EVERY

FRIDAY 9 AM T0 2 PM

ACROSS STREET FROM POSTOFFICE

AND
REGISTER EACH WEEK FOR

FREE
GIART PRIZES!

DRAWING TO BE HELD IN MID-JANUARY
® 1970 PICKUP TRUCK ® 51000 SAVINGS ACCOUNT
® HAWAII TRIP FOR TWO ® DEEP FREEZE
® RANGE AND REFRIGERATOR @ GARDEN TRACTOR
® 2000 GALLONS OF GASOLINE e COLOR TELEVISION

OVER $75,000,000.00 g S
IN ASSETS
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1922
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THE MERKEL MAIL, MERKEL, TEXAS

Pa:‘re Two Fhursday, Dec. 25, 1969

at Tavlor Electric, a Merry Christ
esy

We appre-
courtesy they mas anc a Happy and |
New Year
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The Litter Critter Soys . .« \ :
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_5251' for freedom

e~ SIGN UP FOR

|
|
U.S. SAVINGS BONDS | |
NEW FREEDOM SHARES ‘

PREVENT
ROADSIDE FIRES |

TEXAS WIGHWAY DFPARTMENT l

EERE'S WISHING YOU JOY!

WEST LAUNDRY

Hopre Your Holiday is Bright

Merkel Locker Piant

':VDLL FHK211 @ —
Model KDK4FT @ o
WESTINGHOUSE WESTINGHOUSE WESTINGHOUSE

CHEST FREEZER
MODEL FHK211

ELECTRIC 40-INCH
DOUBLE OVEN RANGE

CONVERTIBLE
QISH

Westinghouse
12.5 Cu. Ft. Capacity
Refrigerator

w§stinghouse

. Eral

[ neavv ourv:

Permanent Press Dryer
Model DESGOL Electric Dryer

Westinghouse
| neavy oury [
Permanent Press
" Tumble-Action Washer

Model LT480L Laundromat® Washer

¢ 12.5 cu. ft. capacity * 61-Ib. "
freezer * Frozen storage tray |

e Special 2-position shelf e
Full width crisper ¢ Handy
egg shelves ¢ Butter server
e Spacious door storage e
Interior light in refrigerator
* Magnetic door gaskets.

MANY MORE MODELS AND APPLIANCES TO CHOOSE FROM. VISIT OUR DISPLAY ROOMS
IN DOWNTOWN MERKEL AND SEE THE BEAUTIFUL APPLIANCES ... YOU'LL BE SURE
TO FIND YOUR GIFT ... AND YOU'LL BE PLEASED WITH THE PRICE.

VERNORN MARSFIELD
FARM & RANCH
SERVICE

MERKEL, TEXAS
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- \ Merkel nut Page Three o (? Ry =
Put Away Toys ’ 7 * T

r?‘ \
Sy Chrigtma

For Bainy Days &y (] C? t s |
What to do if vour pre - scho "" ’ e ’3’ N lrrc [ngg I

j \ - »

I .1: »"’ilm"' toys for Ilm st § i /V. } ‘L" r
% ith or e \/ -.\"-—T\\\’ \l
e % , ﬂ'l\ all Yuletide |

y Joys be Yours
" \ |
o e Norma’s Beauty \hop |

Have a “bumper crop” Yuletide!

\lamfw.di arm and Ranch Service

uo greetings to send to

rapping
all our wenderfui friends & patrons!

s wu}m

Wilson Jewelers '

HUUDAY B onta

reetmgs

: L s
graen, ﬁ 3 — - -v*: ;F“é[!’-‘
41* Ix: \“
o o ree mqs ,' LY
Emma Leis Shugart | ==
“YOUR MARY KAY FRIEND”
| e | &;m =
- = f ;‘ .
= | N (',lmm
: I!l““’ ’ ! ‘:} W ' 2V
. B X
We hope Christmas £
is jovful for you!
K joyous Noel to each and everyone of you!”
MODERN
Beauty Shop W. B. Themas Service

Renes a wisk that towe we
will be youns throuak tée Mc’c{"

Best wishes for a merry
Christmas to you, our friends

cied

vv&’v

and patrons . . . from all the
folks who serve you down at

ER-1EN MELLINGER'S
FEED YARDS .

h Holy N lght

The Blessings
of the Season
to Our Friends

Tessie
and

R

BULLOCK’S HARDWARE & GIFTS

ALMEDA AND WILLIE

Now, at Christmastime,
we would like to thank you.!
Have a Merry Christmas!

 MACK EPLENS REST AURAMS

o
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WANT ADS

Thursday, Dee, 25, 1969

Miscellaneous -

FOR
MONUMENTS and
CEMETERY CURBING
M. A. (Sarg) NOSTER
1404 Herring Dr.
Merkel, Texas
Phone §-5565

MASONIC MEETING
Stated meeting of Mer-
kel lodge No. 710 on
ond Saturday and 4t4h
Thursday of each month

7:30 pm. Visitors
‘embers urged to attend
WILEY NCAH WM,

ROY MASHBURN, Sec'y.
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all day S
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- For Sale -

S S =S P Y SN

FOR SALE -
Christmas eating. Call (
Meltor Nubia. 846-4332

Geese. Good for
areice

42 2tp

FOR SALE Good gas range
405 Locust Call 928-5272. 42 2tp
FOR SALE Used Westinghouse
drver Mrs. Altlon Doan, phone
928-4963 42 2p
FOR S t d beautl
'S ual A ) with pa-
pers vithe Vould make
1 WONKK Christma ft. 928
a3Y 8 2p
BOUSI OR SA 1 Merke 09
\’ r e 3
s mod
I e
20
\ H

WELL DRILLING

Pumpwork
WELI

Windmill &
WATER
SERVICE

";l 1\\

A L IACK ) HICKS

Phene 923-4919 710 Cherry
iR 2 Merkel
ST ETT T T AT SRR L 3" &
T TR R T L S "
i NELED i
v
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1 Nerhhel *HaRs
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erTe
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ne
ntic
For Classified Rat See WANT AD Section
ISCRIPT ; I
$400 | Year out of Tay

Member of the Texas Press Associalion

and West Texas
ELAINE BREUMBEAU
DAVE BRUMBEAI

holiday wishes % yc.l
Hicks Auto Supply

Press Association.
Editor
Publisher

%

for you Christmas night. My
stocking will be on the fireplace
and daddy will leave the door un-
o "1

1 love you

Cindy

Dear Santa
Letters s s
doll. And lolypop maker. And some
beots please. 1 am n the 2rd
T grade. I'm 7 years cld, Dec, 17,
0 1039, phone 920-5027, town, Mer-
kel, Texas, 1523 Heath Street
Love

Lisa

a Orssy

\‘hu;:':xl-

Santa
Rev. Juan Nw

To Be Honered

Sunday, Deec. 28, there will be
a recention following the evening
“ice. honering the Rev. Juan
Nix and family, according to

(Claus

First Baptist Church pastor, the
j \ Rev. Kenneth Jones
That time's almest here, all a football helme! Pev. Nix. paster of the Bethel
vou ‘“‘good: litt'e vs and girl \ i
Ve sood l] ¢ Mission will be cenducting his
whon Sants 11} Lhpoing &« ' Jimmyv = :
A\ aﬂ ta will ; A ) last service at the Mission on
our chimney vou vindow or — Dec. 28
. -
thry | o 1, ) sant ; \
through yeur « I : Rev. Jonee invites a!l friend
) n} HA \ » ' .
Remen.be i HT hay nilk ard of the Juan Nix family to attend
vou must get to bed y, | fruit cake ‘'my moemmy bakea the reception
) has
ind kets of
lots ¢ ( :
| and gi !
S
S
r 2 NTTIETR y A 4
{ : i ~ / uHC {a‘ ﬁ“: , iy',. [ ol 74
‘ 4 . ‘ hy v " ) , L w
g - P - , . .4
: S And téme o wisk all
|
G« ”‘ ) 4 emer lorzl
, | (riends the veny biesi,
2 b r—— e L ey

FOR SALE i

1—R G Elec 3 \FAY BALAM B 1 TS ° YV % F ¥1 )
tr Cor p Cc g4 . it f 3 . ] 1 ;'Y
’ Uil 974 ¥ ik) ;AL ' -)44",

. Picneer €92.8041
Abilene

IN

.

Uare - . t
ODYEAR SERVICE STORE

g l ABILENE

We Have a Choice

H;

Liil

Selections for Whele Family!

May We Suggest
ATITAR n M 9V

AU LUNL AUy ;L“,;}'

ELECTRIC Bm?iﬁE |
oy 90399

MERKEL Druc (o.
\ Jous Hialth (B) SrvieSlon |

?L!‘.‘. ’\

Clrighme

{

" Blessings

LN

May the blassings of the Christ
child be with you and your family
Cvpert Tax Service

PIKKY AND MILDRED

- e
ROl 4

LET US REJOICE
ANEW WITH THE SHEPHERDS, AS

WE RECEIVE THE GLAD TIDINGS

SEYMORE INSURANCE AGENCY
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THE MERKEL MAIIL, MERKEL, 'l'F XAS beef cattle, Membership rose 9 our breed, horns at member rates and i9
Page ],“e Thursday. Dec. 25, 1969 per cent for the fiscal year in- Mr. Perry is now eligible to entitled to all veting privileges
L oy dicating a strong demand for register and transfer his Short- of the Assmm

he American Shorthorn Associa- — -—‘-r o ‘ 5
Merkellte Gets tion, according to C. D Swaffer, ’ .

eALL on QEartb

ASA MemberShlp can Shorthern A».:u(.‘»':uu with
Q\‘_S\

national offices in Omaha, Neb.,
Fred Perry, Merke! has registers, transfers and promotes

accepted into the member h; of Shorthorn and Polled Shorthorn

May the season bloom with ;oy’ |
f o ] Beat of the Folidays to you!

| , ||
Bill's Flowers - W ’. Toombs Real Estate

0\‘\: ;'\ n \ w n\”%\\ ”J"r O M. ——

(SRS

May the spiritual gifts of
love and understanding be
with you and yours this Christmas.
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I to you and your loved ones. And a very sincere thank you |
i

Malone Implements irven Thompson

»®

We would hketo thank you, our loyal
friends, for your patronage this year.

/1* | it has been a real pleasure serving all of you.

—
-
—_——
—

v
A It's time

.to greet our many Gre etin g S

friends and v/ish them the best!

R Adcock’s May you “ses “your way fo Happiness
Cleanerq and Clcthlers Windham’s Fina Service

-—*: —
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... to all our fine customers!
We hope your holiday stocking
is stuffed with lots of goodies!
: Best wishes from everyone at

PALMER MOTORS

T.D.P.S.: 3

HOLIDAY ACCIDENTS
CAN BE PREVENTED

' be prevented if Te
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mmune to a tra

Rackethall -
Seliedule %ERVI
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FINA SERVICE

TWO LOCATIONS

INTERSTATE 20 &

e e A% 80 BwisT RICHWAY 9
27 Winters (he \ & B Boy > 8 &
| MERKEL

3 Hamli here' A & B Boys

6 ‘\ ford il:‘m A\ & B Boys — ‘\['TO PARTS
o R A A L 921 N. 2nd

0 Ballinger \ & B I WE WELCOME
13 Haskell (here) A & | + | YOUR BUSINESS
{ — Ll

(f

- Nix family to attend
; §
K

N~

{-

ﬁ% HOPE YOI CHRISTULS 1S BRIGHT & 6411

PIKKY AND MILDRED

ites a'l frien

=T "ERTE.CIONSITR.

N T T T I
—

Just taking time out to
wish you a very merry Christmas!

Scetty's Speedwash

Hope your holiday menu includes all the joys
of the season! Best wishes for health, wealth,
and happiness to ail our good friends!

Johnson’ Grocery and Cafe

———————————————————————————— -

Thanks, customers, for your loyal trust and support.
FROM THE STAFF AT

TAYLOR TELLEPHONE
~ COOPERATVIE, INC

——————————————————

L

THAKE YOU

MERKEL AND AREA PEOPLE FOR YOUR
PATRONAGE AND FOR YOUR BUSINESS
WE HAVE RECEIVED DURING THE
PAST YEARS.

WE INVITE...

YOUR ATTENTION TO THE WORK IN PROGRESS
ON THE TITTLE RESIDENCE AT 108 OAK STREET

(Watch for our vard sign)

FOR FREE ESTIMATES

INQUIRE AT 108 OAK OR CALL COLLECT IN
ABILENE 677-7903. WE SPECIALIZE IN SIDING
AND ALUMINUM WINDOWS, STORM WINDOWS
AND STORM DOORS,

SIDING & ROOFING
SPECIALTY CO.

2742 0ld Ansen Rd.

BILL HANKINS — Owner
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Wishing you the

FARMERS UNION
INSURANCES

to all at Christmas!
ONE STOP SERVICE FOR ALL

YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS ANN,S
Y Beauty Sho

jovs of the Christmas season

Boney Insurance Agency

BONEY AND BENNY
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See.

MACK SEYMORE
102 Edwards
928-5379
Merkel, Texas

The Gift of Light

Makes Christmas Bright

SENDING YOU
HOLIDAY GREETINGS!

FOXS

Repair Shep

14999 Y

Sincere good wishes
to you, our good friends and
customers, this very joyous season.

THE MERKEL MAIL STAFF

CHICK, CARL, BOB, GARY, ALLEN, PAT, DAVE, ELAINE

AND (RAWFORD'S HAVE WO
GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!

TEX-SHEEN | Ladies Sweaters S,
Slips 2% 18 B

9 MENS 5
|

MENS |
‘pf’ittC?a}f Dress Shirts

$139 ) L
" LADIES AND TEENS

Dresses

Knits and Cettons
in new soring colors

ST

Gowns
Pajamas 4'99

SIZES 4 to 8 ‘ 00
° |
' PERMANENT PRESS

Briefs
Rt 129 1 WIDE WALE |
T Corduroy Slacks |

1000,
Value to $8.99

Nvlon Hose 4%

. §100

Panty Hose
§1.75

Ladies Blouses

Values to $£8.99

3%

.
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L™ v
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/
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May joy riag out across the land
at Christmastime! Best wishes!

LADIES ‘

Billfolds, Purses

Values to £3.99

ST/

FREE GIFT WRAPPING

MENS

Dress Shoes

Values to £12.99

$6.99

Mens Billfolds

9.9

MENS

Dress Hats

Values to £10.00

9%

Ladies Dusters

Values to $5.99

599

Mens Suits
Reduced for
Quick Sale

 Use Your
| MasterCharge

30 Day Account
‘ Lay-Away

CONLEY
Barber Shop

Craw OI’C[ ;

213 EDWARDS — MERKEL
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CHOICE BEEF

Sirloin Lb.

ARMOUR STAR
POUND

LEES TASTIE

ARMOUR STAR

12 0z Pkg.

DAY, WE l‘\l \H\\ e lN'k Bl

C0cA-COLA

IMPERIAL
POWDERED OR BROWN

SUGAR
rux 3¢

:\}I l.“‘\‘!
CROWTTETES

STUFFING

STAMPS

FREE $500.00

IN' GROCERIES

DRAWING TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
BE SURE TO REGISTER EACH TIME
IN STORE.

WIN S160,00 — S75.00 — 325.00
10 "WINNER DRAWINGS

MEREY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
WE THANK YOI
FOR YOUR PATRONAGE

DUNCA NES PHILADELPHIA
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TRY NEW

FAMILY

» Large Supply

TIDE XK

 Convenient Package
* Reasonable Price
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FRESH LARGE

.............. Lb. Egt -
cgu:m 19¢]

CRANBERRIES 1, 35¢

TEXAS RUBY RED

GRAPEFRUIT 51, ., 39

CHIQUITA

BANANAS

FRESH

FRESH

BEEF

GROUND 3 Lbs.

'A! [ ‘? |
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TEXAS

ETABLES

FREE DELIV
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EST MEAT ¢




Fram the Staff and Board of Directors 1

at

TAYLOR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE; INC:

As we listen to the heloved hymns and

carols of Christmas, our thoughts
iravel to another time, another place.

'With the shepherds, we hear the

 heavenly host announce

‘!f“.

he elad tidings...with the
- Wise Men, we follow the Star
of Bethlehem...with Joseph and
Mary, we gaze in wonder at the
Holy Babe. He is born again

in our songs...and in our hearts. |
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‘MERRY CHRISTMAS’
MEANS SO MUCH

Merny Christmas'™ These two or “happy’’ — though we have re.
ords will be heard, svoken, writ-  c.rved that word. “happy’ for
»ad by all J ;

R or read by all of us in the use at the New Year season. Owi

ys just ahead These words are
ALY

ame

essing to others our sentiments experience the

neerning the that will

sh, of that others will

course  Is

kind of Chi

honored manner of ex
Istmas

holiday season bring joy and happiness

Certainly Christmas should be

But what do they mecan” What
ally prompts us to wish some
e a ""Merry Christmas Do
e really thought to the jt° And yet., in spite of

such a time' Sadness at Christmas

t seems ‘out of place doesn’t

give all our

ezning of the words Other cheerv greetings and great hopes,
ords can be used in place of the there will be those who will ex
wd “‘merry such as giay Lerience adness at Christmas-

Cre some

oyful,”’ lelightfu OVig time this ve

oy Might -~

loseph. in Mat

i they ‘shall
Emmamse). which
GOD WITH

rds are yours

eled

y those

es have been

ast vear: Because
ecause of the

D WITH

.llmf‘......nll

THE ¢ not for ChrisCs coming

atmosphere generated by these

he feeline and

happy days prompis us to truiv thank each of our

frieuds for all the kind thoughts, understanding

and help we have been given during the past

vear; il prompts us to thank vou for |

sy

vour palronage, bul more importantly,

for vour friendship.

BRAGG'S

MARY, ETHEL, FLORENCE AND FERN

will ex- my peace | give unto you: — let
perience for the first time the true not your heart be troubled, nei-
of Christmas. One word ther let it be afraid.”” (John 14:27)
PEACE! He Anc so God s
has

himself this past year

meaning

ells the story our message
those whose Christ-

different

who is the Prince of Peace message to

which is all mas will be this year,

at Christ-

us a promise

the more meaningful is this

| ' |
- |erecTines OF| |
|
|
|
May the spirit of brotherly
love Mominate every heart
and home at Christmastime.
Mina Winter Butane

R N W W= 2
(\4{"2’ "\f;" ar ‘m‘f;%

'TIS THE SEASON OF BEST WISHES
and
THANKFULNESS

You have made the Year 1969 such a wonderful and happy one
for the patients at Starr Nursing Home and for me. Your
thoughtfulness toward us has been overwhelming and we are

all so deep!y grateful.

Our Season’s Greetings and Gratitude

>
s

are extended to one and all. Especially to all of our ministers for

their visits, our churches for their services, the Salvation Army,

T
-

farmers, ranchers, business men, housewives, civie clubs, doctors,
FFA, FHA, and to

an organization, we say to you:

voung pecple in grade and high schools,

7~
7

7.4

every one. individually and as

-
—_—

- .
4

THANK YOU

MARY OUTLAW

Starr Nursing Home

AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

>~
~
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=, ,.: < > 'v" ;‘:’(tq%‘ 3W

happiness and good cheer, now and always.

FARMERS & MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK

We join jolly old St. Nick
wishing everyone, everywhere,

b
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cumsmas
AN ART IN GIVING

At Christmas time, we think
@bout giving ard rcceiving more
than the rest ¢f the year. There
§s an ot in giving the' crnes
out of realistic carire. by find-

ing out the new which we can
best meet. Someone has said
“It's hard te cive *n symeone

who has c\ery‘hm" " Nc one has

O —

BARNETT
Barker Shop

— ——
-— — -

everything. Often for children the

veedds 77e t he small or big
important in
their lives v often after
after they get the

that

“things’ that are
and ve
“thing"’

“things"’

«f'en

they scon realize
o not satisfy the longing within

th heart

The often quoted scripture John
3:16-17 is the best
giving 1 knew. “God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son,

Him

example of

that whoever bclieves in

ild not perish but have ever-
For God sent His

world, ne

lastirg  life
Son inie the t to condemn
the “14 b1t 'lnl the wi
ugh him."”

‘Id might

wed thre

The Christian is exvected to do

wse in that need. All the time
Vi ; doing thcse
dpcsz that we can ¢

Yy vigiting \5".~ noe cur \‘,]‘7,.!.!

evces, listening  with the

hveeal ear ard with the heart
epiritual ear

God oave His Sen to a world

where only a few listened and

Yorarze of th f e celebrite

the birth of Christ, anew every
vear. Pri,ing that Ch
shell become the spiritual birth in

every heart

an art in receiv-
ing. First, we o consider
the giver. Someene <aid “‘the gif
withcut the giver is bare.” $9
truly the give shculd be our first
though. Ten cceeived the gift
of being healed of only

There iz also

have

men
leprosy,

Offering you and

your family our

best for the

for your patronage.

merriest of holidays.

This is the season for recalling
warm friendships and
an opportunity to extend

our most sincere thanks

CASE rouipvEnt, INC.

1700 INDUSTRIAL BL\VD. — ABILENE
1 WOODROW CLEMMER

one returned to thank the Giver. REYV. SINCLAIR:

SIMPLICITY .
THIS SPECIAL DAY

Always we are to thank God the
“giver of all good gifts’”’ no mat-
er who He has to carry the gift

I saw a little child deeply hurt
because the receiver did not ac-
the material gilt, the gifl
an expression of his love. A
marriage was hurt because the
gift was not accepted. Always
the giver is more impertant than
the gift,

cept
was

of Jesus Christ as
God's gift, God supreme gift te
us. Jesus said ‘‘he who receives
anyone 1 send receives me and
he who receives me, receives Him
who sent me.”" This is Christmas.
May you receive and be God's
giver and be received this Merry
Christmas.

We think

cch Christmas

many

werds

cre  sroken and written on the

meanirg

within all these
we of the

vital mess
act, It Dbe

these

Chris'mac ig
The -

the Day

who do the

of this special day
the real,
Day

because

werds

lost
talking

comes

nore the
real’,’

And
slips

about

simplicity ¢t
we — get

le< in a maze of stars and angels
and shephcrds and wise men on

the way to the

So what i

manger
s the

simple message

‘Good Will To All
Men This Christmas
Johnny Cox

Bookkeeping, Income Tax and Notary Service

f Christmas? It is that God be-

came cne with us. Emmanual, a
Hebrew werd,
'ue, became a living reality at
This God with us talk
is a departure from the religious

Christmas

meaning God with

quest of mankind, for mest re-
ligious talk is about men  going
up to God. But the whole talk of
the Bible is just the reverse. In
Scripture, we find the record of
God coming to man, and this com.
ing of God reached its climax
when God became one with us in
Jesus Christ.

John's Gospel was written for
the pagan Greek speaking world,
In fact, the first chapter of John
reads almost like something from
first century Greek philosophy. It
reads like philosophy until the 14th

religions. We do not
God, for he comes to us. This is
the simple message of Christmas.

On this Day, we celebrate the
event, the person, who became one
with us, God's Son, Jesus Christ,

pause and think about friends old and new

.. . and to wish them health and happiness!

HOME STATE

TRENT, TEXAS

It’s tlie season to

BANK

FISHER FINA STMIOIS

MERKEL AUTO PARTS
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May all our wonderful customers
enjoy the very best of holidays!

Ben Franklin Store

J. W, HAMMOND

Sincere wishes
to all our patrons and customers

Ed's Feed & Need

ED AND ALWYNE SANDUSKY

O " S

May the spirit of holiday
joy burn brightly in your
home and in yo!.;;r heart!
from all your friends at

clothing, the only preperty he had

* THE MERKEL MAIL, MERKEL, TEXAS
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BILLY PATTON:

JESUS’ BIRTH . . .
A WONDERFUL STOR

“Now when Jesus was bern in
Bethlehem cf Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, there
came wisemen frem the east to
Jerusalem, saying ‘““Where is he
that is born King of the Jews?

" (Matt. 2:1, 2

We don't know much about
these wise men, not even their
names are revealed in scriptures
nor how many there were, We
know they found a baby in a
manger crib and they presented
gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh. We also know there were
shepherds and we know they found
themselves surrounded Ly the
sound of music

field

and singing in the

But . . . what a story! No da-
matist cculd ever have devised it.
Only God ceuld have thought of
it. If it had been man's bringing
into the world such a child, they
wouldn't have had him borm in
a stable amid the cows and shee),

the very He would

have been born in some swarky
apartment on Park Avenue But
God when He wanted to re-
deem the human race, all He did
was lay a Baby on the doorstep
of the world, And Mankind took
this Baby to their hearts

idea'

The thing that Jesus the Christ
did in this werld, and is doing

FRANK CALHOUN:

CHRISTMAS . .

A WONDERFUL

Isn't Christmas a wonderful
time of the vear” And, isn't it
WOk ) a Christian?

W ‘ s go up, the lights
come on, ( en get increasing-
ly excite : the shopping
CTOW ¢ [ think, again

and one
man

He was obscure vil-

A carpenter

¥ t He el
He

€ evelr

T OWNEeS a nouse,

) to college, He had no

! | :V“' ' i:‘ V S

ree when the pub-

‘ acgainst him His
ay. He was turned

to his enemies and went
the mockery of a trial

y a ( < between

W ¢ S ',»';L_‘,.

X wrs gambied for his

T

on earth, He was laid in a bor-

rowed grave. Ninetcen centuries
have come and gone. and today
He is the central figure of the
human race. All the armies that

ever marched, all the navies that

ever sailed, | the parliamen's

that ever sat, and all the Kings

that ever reigned have not

fected the life of n t
earth as much as that ONE SOL-
ITARY LIFE

Merry Christmas

FRANK W. CALHOUN

State Representative

May the bocuiy of the deaton be
neflected in the hearts of cll men.

RIGGINBCTHAM-BARTLETT GO.

Jesus born?"’

Jesus gave the answer: I am
come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more
abundantly.” (John 10.10).

“Even as the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a
ransom for man."" (Matt. 20:28).

Jesus was born to die! And he
te'd us to REMEMBER that | . .
(Matt. 26:26-30). Why did Jesus
die” (1) to fulfill and take away

Lee Patton
YOUR AVON REPRESENTATIVE AND FRIEND

the Law given on Mt. Sinai that

he might establish his own cov-
enant, (2 To make possible the
church, (3) So we could be recon-
ciled to God, 4) To redeem us
(pay the price for sin), (5 To
die as a propitiation

A man was asked, ‘'Could you
summarize in one sentence the
essence of the Christian Faith?”
Hie answer: ‘“Jesus loves me, |
this I know, for the Bibe tells mo
0.

The secret of the greatest man @
who was ever born is that He
loves you, and He showed how
much His Fatheir loves you also ’

To all our
. patronms,

A SRR |
JOANNY COX
BOOKKEEPING
INCOME TAX SERVICE
NOTARY
114 Edwards

Mack’s Cleaners

98000 JUDY AND CTAUDE BOWEN
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Raymond and Pat
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